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August 25, 1981

Dear Mr, Krueger:

I wish to thank you for your letter to the
President on behalf of the United Cerman
American Comnittee in which you request an
opportunity to meet and talk with hir.

As nuch as the Preslident would like to meet
with you or representatives from your or ini-
tion, very regrettably, due to the heavy
._mands on his schedule for the remainder of

this year, he must decline.

I would, however, like to forward your letter
to our Office of Public Lia! o>n for their
consideration.

Again, thank you for your interest. With the
President's warm personal re ixds, I am

Sinc rely,

Gregory J. Newell
Special Assistant
to the President

Mr, Helmut XK ger

President

United German American
Committee of the U.S.A., Inc.

9130 Academy Road

Philadelphia, PA 19114
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release June 25, 1983

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT
ON
THE GERMAN AMERICAN TRICENTENNIAL

June 25, 1983
The Oval Office
12:13 P.M. EDT
THE PRESIDENT: Saturday, June 25th, is a special day

for Germany and America. In the city of Krefeld, on the shore of
the Rhine, Vice President Bush represented all Americans at an

historic « sbration. It was from Krefeld that, 300 years ago, the
first German immigrants left for America. Those 13 Mennonite families
came arch of religious freedom. They landed in Philadelphia and

founded Germantown, Pennsylvania. From that moment on, Germany has
contributed much to our way of life.

Today, about one in four Americans -- or some 50 million
of us =~ claim at least partial German ancestry. What has this
meant to America? Well, the Conestoga wagon, the Kentucky rifle,

)4 :ans, the Brooklyn Bridge, and "Snoopy"; the first air-tight
t 1 and many of our favorite beers; Dwight David Eisenhower and
¥  von Braun; Chrysler automobiles and Boeing aircraft.

German farmers introduced winter wheat to our Middle West.

And no American should forget that at Valley Forge,
Ge " von Steuben, a German volunteer, turned George Washington's
de ized troops into a disciplined fighting force capable of
winning our struggle for independence.

some of our most brilliant writers like John Steinbeck
and H.L. Mencken, athletes such as Babe Ruth and Johnny Weissmuller,
inventors like Charles Steinmetz and Gec je Westinghouse, statesmen
such as Carl Schurz and George Shultz, our current Secretary of State,
share German descent.

For 300 years Germans have helped to build America.
But America has given as well as received. After the Second World
War, when Germany lay defeated, America gave material help through
the Marshall Plan and the Berlin Airlift. Just as significant, if
not more, we provided the inspiration to develop free institutions
from the ruins of totalitarianism.

Today, the Federal Republic is a bulwark of democracy in
the heart of a divided Europe. It enjoys prosperity undreamt of in
" 45, and its political system is stable and strong.

West Germans and Americans are rightfully proud of :
mmon values as well as our shared heritage. Today, we stand
oulder-to-shoulder in the NATO alliance defending freedom and pre-
rving the peace. For three decades the German-American partnership
s been a linchpin of the Alliance. Thanks to it, a whole generation
s grown up in Western Europe free from the ravages of war and
ared from the repression suffered by Europeans to the East.

But with freedom comes responsibility -- not least the
sponsibility to look beyond simplistic slogans to the truth on
tal matters like security and arms reductions. I hope the younger
neration, both in Germany and in America, will honestly consider
1 that we are doing to deter and to reduce the risks of war.
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