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Did these stmple-minded men, straight out ol Horatio
Avgovs Liow what they were about? Or were they, rom our
standpoint, mere babes in the woods, lost in the shadows of
Walnut Grove? Founders Lost?

Thve e lost the Founders? That s the sccond way of
(g our question. Concede for s moment that they may
e known where they wanted to go and took appropriate
meany Lo get there, Do we even koow what their intentions
wore? D our answer (o these questions is No, iU might be con-
duded that they were not lost alter alll Founders Lost? Not il
we did the losing. In that case, weare lost

But we ought not to prejudge the e Rather | propose
it we examine three major commitments o the founders
which oy be designated simply:

‘ Liberal Education
- Soctad Tavolvement
Co " Christian Faith,
What abodit their orientation on these concerns? Aid what ol
ours? ' !

The (;ommi wnt to Liberal Education

As carly as 1851 Disciples of Christ in Hlinois, meeting

at Walnut Grove for thar anaual missionary  convention
adopted a resolution affirming the need for a college where

“the brethren may endow their sons and daughters with

liberal education under the immediate control of Christian
teachers.”™® Four yaars later "the people of the State of Hlinois,
represented in the General Assembly™ issacd a charter incor-
porating the Trustees of LBurcka College. ‘The document con-
sists mwostly ol legalese, detailing corporale powers in - the
linancing, and governing of the school, as such instruments
necessarily do. But the crucial point was allimed in paragraph
8: "The said trustees shall have power o establishe depart
wients for the study of any and all of the learmed and fiberal
Professions and to conler ... degrees oo in the learned arts
and sciences,'
L] s .

Toward such’ a brave poal the fisst faculty represented a
siall beginning, 10 will not take lTong (o list them - all seven
of them:®

Elder Wi, M. Brown, President (and solicitor of funds)

A. 8. Fisher, Professor of Mathematics

John {1, Neville, Professor of Greek and Latin Lagguages
and Literature

O. A, Burgess, Professor of Natural Sciences, Mental and
Moral l’hilos?phy, and Lecturer of Sacred Literature

Richard A, Conover, ‘Teacher in Preparatory School

Mrs. Sarah F. Conover, "Veacher in the Female Department

Miss Lillen F. ‘T'rue, Teacher of Instrumental and Vocal
Music,

As best one can tell from this imposing roster, three of
these were actually slated o teach college fevel courses, and one
ol them --- our old {riend, impecanious but modest A, 8.
LFisher, was also serving as principal of the Preparatory School.

By 1860 the sumiber of college professors had grown o
five, three of whom hickd baccalaureate degrees, with another
holding the M.D. "This larper stiength enabled the college to
add work in Sacred and Sccular Fistory, Natural Philosophy,
Physiology, and Natural listory. 1n addition the [aculty
boasted a librarian and a curator of muscum.® Al of (hese
possessed significant learning for their time and place, and
some were men of considerable stature and influcnce.
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They were committed to liberal education, You all know,
ol course, that 1 this context liberal means liberating. Educa-
tion was intended to emancipate the mind and empower the
intellect of the free man, It would deliver a generation 1
the grasp of ignorance. 1C would break the bonds of provin-
cialism and prejudice. 1t would cultivate the capaaty for
mature and responsible thinking, The for believed that
the simple Biblical doctrine advocated by — .1 of Christ
coabled them to rise above the religious sectarianism and
bigotry so characteristic of that day. “Tliis cvil spirit,” said
Charles Louis Loos who scrved as president in 1857 and 1858,
“dooms a people to narrowness, stuntedness, weakness — to all’
the fatal clfccts of mental and spiritual slavery,"?

They wanted free and honest minds, This is not to say
that they thought like men today. Not in the 1850°s and 1860's.
Not onc of them would have supported the so-called Free
Speech Movement at Berkeley two or three, years ago. They
prized liberty, but they saw it in positive rather than in nega-
tive ters. Freedom was more than a right pot to be prohibited
from speaking one’s mind: it was that ri,{;llt, plus the power
to speak the right thing, as the educated man rationally and re-
sponsibly should determine it. ’

So liberal education, for them rested “in a body of tradi-
tion — the liberal arts or the humane letters. This had been
true in classical antiquity in the Greek paideid and in Latin
education as embodicd in Cicero and
true after the fusion of classical learmine with Christian faith
which was to shape the spirit of Wes  n Man. This fusion
found expression in the mind of the great Christian doctors
Augustine and Jerome, in the universitics ‘which grew out of
the cathedral schools of the Middle Ages, in such Renaissance
humanists as Pctrarch and Erasmus and Sir Thomas More, in
the Reformed schools and the Puaritan academies, in Harvard
and Yale on the American scaboard, in the hundreds of church
related colleges which grew up in our expanding West. And it
found expression in Eurcka College.

The humane letters included the great imaginative litera-
ture of Western Man, sacred and secular, and history and
philosophy, as well as the languages in which these were writ-
ten. ‘The liberal arts also embraced mathematics, the scienges,
and music.  Acquaintunce with this humane tradition was
thought to have buman value primarily, rather than a domi-
nantly vocational purpose. 1t was important to know what
it is 0 be a man before one thought of himself as a surveyor
or a merchant or a physician. Such studies morcover should
contribute to the power of cffective expression, gained through
the formal study of rhetoric and of classical models, As one
example, 1 cannot refrain from quoting the reminiscences of a
talented young woman who was graduated in 1870.%

o me, no scene of college life can ever be quite com-
mon-place because of fs beautiful sctting, some little
bit ol nature’s exquisite carving, which goces to make
up the artistic ensemble of Burcka and her environment.
The town itsell, now taking on the bustling pretense of
a callow city, but then a bright, cleanly little village on
the banks of Walnut Creek, nestled in the hollow of
its silver crescent, like a star floating in the slender
shadlop of the new moon; its outlying slopes of meadow
and farm land, and its encircling army of trees, always
beautiful, whether plumed and helmeted in soft old
pinks and greens, the insignia of spring, or trailing red
banners wresled Trom the outposts of the advancing
frosts, or standing like grim sentinels, cad in glittering
mail, which scem to catch and shiver the keen lances
of the furious winter.
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amy, delayaed Torayear his migration: from Kentuchy o
nlu.uns while he completed arrangements lor the manumission
of the slaves he had inherited Trom his father. By his own
clorts hie educated them for freedom and as his own expense
arranged for their colonization in Liberia In the very year that
Lurcka College opened, Flarvey W Liverest and some other
students at Campbell's Bethany - College precipitated a near
riot l)) plo(cs(m‘;, on that aunpus in Virgima against 5l.l\'uy
Five of them were expelled and five more resigned.tt Within
cipght years Eureha had called Everest as Plt‘hld(lll, He came
here during the Civil War and served two terms for a total of
@ dozen years, A strong negative motive in the establishment
both ()I‘ Burcka and Butler (then called North Western Chris-
tan) “University was the seluctance of many Disciples to send
their young people into a slave state in order to attend Camp-
belt's school.

A patriotic commitinent Lo the preservation of the Union
scends to. have outweighed abolitionist seatiment in virtually
cplying this campus of young men during the, war years,
But both motives combined into a sense of pagticipating in the
divine purpose in history as that generation sang

Minc eyes have scen the glory of the coming of the Lord, . ..
Our God is marchiog, on.

Another idehlistic cause which clicited the fervor of the
founders was the temperance movement, and we had better
study the social history of those times before too quickly con-
cluding that they were not addressing themselves (o a problem
ol serious proportions. John Darst, who laid out the town of
Eurcka and served as a founding trustee, has been described
in an epigram: "He was the ¢ 1 foe of the saloon, and con-
tributed five sons Yo the Union Army.”# '

Charles Loais Loos, who caime here as president in 1857,
was among; the first Disciples (o discern the seriousaess of the
new socil problems in Amwerica’s emerging cities, Though
troubled at the programs advocated by radical agitators, he,
recognized them as often very gilted, and talented, and . .
highly cducated” men with a valid cause. Loos undertook 1o

. arouse the churches from their own preoccupations o a concern
Awr e needs of the poor and for the urban crisis of the

1§oQ's. ,

The social involvement of the founders, however, did
not exhawst itsell in addressing specific evils in the common
life. At a deeper level and with more comprehensive vision
they undertook to furnish the world with educated men and
wouien commited to the public good, They saw this purpose
coming to fulfillment as their students entered on those voca-
tions which sustain and direct the corporate life of a people -
education, journalism, law, the ministry. And they did nol
dreamn in vain, To the 1890°s one of the alumni paid tribute
lo A, S, Visher: 1t

During his comlection with the institution thousands of
young men (wenl) lorth . ..o (They) were to be
found in the valleys, on the plateaus, and hili-tops and
mountainssides of our vast western domain, ‘They had
penctrated the western mountains, had looked out upon
the great ocean and visiled the islands of the sca. They
were cultivators of the soil, watchimen on the towers of
Zion, active agents in legislative halls and fearless de-
fenders of their country's honor; college professors and
presidents, popular political orators, eminent at the bar,
drawing lecturers and profound jurists.

And twenty years later a historian of the college reported
that hifty-seven forcign missionarics had gone out from Lurcka,
besides fourteen teachers at Sowthern Chiristian Institute in
Mississippi and two at [lazel Green Academy in Kentucky'®
- carly elforts of the Disciples to provide education in the
Delta and in Appalachia in the absence of government-spon-
sored programs,
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What hiappened to the visions of these noble and generous
folk? A century alter the founders we find our common life
no less deeply marred by social evil and perhaps even more
scriously threatened.

The reformer’s work is never done because of the limited
character of progress, and its ambiguity. ‘The advance it of
learning has gone on at an accelerating pace since 1855, 1
believe that scientific knowledge has doubled and then doubled
again since that time, Our technological progress has radically
transformed the quict rural village the founders oved so
dearly and, with it, the whole character of our society. And
none of us wants to go back to that simpler ¢ra. Technological-
ly, we reach beyond our fathers. Astronaut Frank Borman
aptly applied the old medieval aphorisin: we are like dwarfs
standing on the shoulders of giaats,

Now convacation speakers and preachers have made a
cliche of the pious observation that moral provress has not
kept up with material progress — [ heard it be you were
born, "The question is, "Why not?”

Part of the answer is that in the moral arena we do not
stand on the should  of giants. Giants they were, to sure,
and examples for our emulation, but virtue, unlike knowledge,
is not cumulative. We stand on the same  ound as they did.
We £now more than Socrt~s, at least abuu. many things, but
we are not wiser than he, oasis of ki cdge, particu-
larly in science, probably none of the great men of former
times could meet the admiss
now. You would turn them all down — from Aristotle to
Isaac Newton and Adam Smith and Abraham Lincoln and
Jesus of Nazareth. We know a great deal more. But we are
not therefore more virtuous than they. Indeed, many are less
so. Consequently every technological advance increases our
social peril as well as our potential for more satis(ying living.
A club in the hand of a savage is a lethel instrument, but the
liydrogen bomb increases the blow a million-fold. The threal
of the club or the bomb may indeed preserve order in socicty
or it may annihilate - a man, or a cty, or a civilization, or
the human race. That is the ambiguity of technological prog-
ress. And a continuing dash of Christian realism about human
tadure may guard us against a (0o naive trust in the wonders
of man’s inventions and subsequent disillusionment.

Yet a kind of moral progress does occur within the body
politic as idealistic and responsible men address specific ills
within society. The generation of the founders abolished chat-
tel slavery, and we would not go back to it. So with other
social reforms -~ barring a reversion in the public ethos, we
will not go back on universal public education, on the rights
of women, on the right of labor to organize, on social sccur-
ity, on medicare, on civil rights. To this degree, social progress
has occurred.

~ But new issues arise, increasingly complex. Our tech-
nology confronts us wnlh all sorts of unexpected problems
deriving from its advane®s - - the pollution of our waters and
of the atmosphere, the population prloswn the rapid deter-
joration of large sections of our cities, the migration into our
metropolises of the poor (both black and white) from the
rural South. So we constantly find ourselves confronted with
new and unfamiliar issues and unprepared to deal with them,
Popular resistance to adiitting responsibility for these prob-
lems may arise from scllishness: cither a vested interest in pre-
venting reform or an insensitivity produced by personal insu-
lation, Some remain wedded o solutions now outmoded or
ircelevant, as when middle class achievers celebrate the virtues
of hard work that got them where they are, without ever
realizing that many of the poor and the black have no chance
to work, have none of the skills of supporting social structures
to offer them upward mobility. Morcover a problem like the
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thredl ol new war s so vast and complex, so comeshied with
the phenomenon of nationalism, from which we can see no
esaape, so tangled in the intricacies of a world-wide cconomic
structure, so bied to the impalse of ay one of many political
figures over whom we have no control, that we see no clearcut
ANSwer.

mtinued)

As we coutemplate such problems, we repudiate the radi-
<l propusal to burn the house down, But we must with equal
readiness adimit that many cannot live in it any longer the
way it s, Morcover we mst prepare lor the discomlorts and
frustrations of a thorough remodeling, including the broaden-
ing of the corridors of power. With all the wisdom, all the
Lonowledge, and ail the commitment we can imuster we st

“address ourselves (o the issues belore us, As we do so we take

heart in remembering that through all the changing decades the
spirit of Lurcka's Tounders has motivated other idealistic per-
sons to this kind of sodial involvement, With gratitude for all
who have shared the vision ol morad respyusibitity for the char-
acler OF society, we take up our own task. And if we listen,
we iy hear the poct’s voice trailing away as he celebrates
Camphell’s quest and that of the Tounders: ¢

B et a thousand prophets have their due,

Let cach have his boat in the sky.

But you were born for his secular millennium .. . .

Founders Lost? Who can say so? Oursclves lost? It is up

to us to say and do. .

! mn .
The Commitment to ristian Faith
Quite clearly the founders wanted for their new land a

college committed to the Chiristian (aith, They desired for their
childeen, in Tanguage we have already heard, “a liberal educa-

~tion wader the immediate control of Chivistian teachers.” They

believed Tarther that “the Bible should have a conspicuous

Place’ e the daily life of the institution.'™ A, S, Fisher saw

the development of a schuol Tounded on such principles as a
purpuse worthy ol sacrifice his ownand that of others. Shall
we Ustrive o accumulate more money, o buy more land, to make
larger fanns, to grow more corn, (o secure more money 2™ he
asked. Far better to invest their energies and resources in a
college committed to liberal education, social involvement, and
Christian faith, .

While we may, for emphasis, discriminate cach of Wl
three commitments from the others, the founders did not re-
gard them as three independent goods, any one or two of
which might be taken separately, These three commitments
constituled an organic unty, inseparable without loss. They
added up to more than w style of life or even a way of life,
They were life itsell, for these Disciples, if life was to be
worlh living, So they saw Christian (aith as informing and in-
spiring Hberal learning wnd social involvement; they saw the
liberal learning as guarding the believer against ignorance; they
saw service to society as giving expression to faith,

A portrait of A. 8. Fisher by one of his students vivifies
the way in which the three concerns of the fouaders combined
together:'s

. «he went about the hird drudgery of pioncer school
work with a constancy, a punctuality amnd devotion to
duty which was in itself a prolitable part of our course
of instruction . , . . Fle was accuracy incarnale. e im-
pressed the ambitious student with the idea that inac-
curacy was immoral, and that to make a mistake was

unpardonable L o the years of his dassroom min-
istry he inculcated upon thousands of  youths such
lessons,

From my own experience as a student in a  _ristian
college not unlike Lurcka some three quarters of a century
after your founders, [ can recall men of the same spirit. Our
teachers sought to imbue us with a moral sense of obligation
lo every commendable enterprise — whether it was tackling
our assigiunents inoa spirit of  perfectionism,  supporting a
peace rally, or atending & concert by Helen Jepson  ll as
an expression ol our calling as Christians. And the inant
note in this kind of faith was not grimness nor sternness but
juy in the fullness and significance of the Christian life,

Obviously the Tounders chierished theie Christian {aith as
a great value in itself, but not as a commitiment Lo an irrelevant
picty. It tormer rather the center of the life of a complete
man. o the first ydar of the' Walout Grove academy the
famous preacher DL Pat Fenderson came o hold an evangelis.
tic meeting at the church, Classes were suspended for the
duration, and later extended into the summer, so that students
might participate in the great spiritual venture which resulted
in ncarly 100 additions to the village church, This influx of
members strengthened the congregation in the life of the com-
munity, and for years the influence of that dramatic time of
high commitment lingered in the college.

The founders stated their faith in the forthrig{mliiblical
terms so characteristic of Disciples in ‘those days. 1" quote a
paragraph now from L. Loos, trusting that haviag listened
alrcady to several other passages of ninetcenth century!rhetoric
will not be put off by the form but will discern the sub-

stance: ' ,

Let this Divine and blessed Redeemer—as™We see Him
and hear Him on carth, “going about everywhere doing
good,” by His heavenly teaching and His ‘heavenly
works ol love and - powcer; as we behold Him on the
Cross, sulfering lor a-sinful_world; and as we see Him
in heaven triviaphant — cver be our only joy, honor,
strength, and hope, our exceeding great reward, our
present and cverlasting glory. And may this holy and
single devotion to Him, fAlling all our soul, be the star
of our life. . ..

The warme personal, rather than merely intellectual or
academic, quality of such o faith Loos sought to nmake clear:#

Doctrines do not save us; we are saved by Christ . . . .
We are nol converted to doctrines, but to God. We do
not believe in dodrines, but in Christ. We are not bap-
tized into them, but into Christ. We do not hope in
them, trust in them, glory in them, but in Christ Jesus
the Lord.

Our culture has radically changed since the founders
voiced their Christiag faith in this place. The sccularism of
modern thought has altered the character of higher education,
even in the churcherelated college, and has recast the language
of theology, The pluralism of  American socicty has touched
all our institutions and has reduced the structures by which a
school -such as this once sought to express and commend a
controlling faith. (1 am not lamenting, much less decrying,
such developments; Tam describing them). Most crucial of all,
a concepl of detached objectivity has come 1o prevail in aca-
demic circles. For Awo generations scholars have been ex-
pected not only tof conceal their commitments but to wire
around them so that their work in their disciplines might stand
in its own right undistorted by personal bias. The result is a
generation of academicians who can tell all semester 50
students complain - what they know, or what other scholars
think, but arc inhibited from ever saying what they believe.
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