Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This 1s a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

Collection: Childress, Richard T.: Files
Folder Title: POW/MIA Tomb of the
Unknown (1 of 4)

Box: RAC Box 16

To see more digitized collections visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library(@nara.gov

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/



https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/

f%°“/ﬂ/f4

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON D C. 20506
April 7, 1986
Dear Dan:
Just returned from Asiz and opened your letter. I

see the problem -- incredibie. Hope they don't
have a warehouse full.

I will forward to the right people. Thanks for the
tip.

Sincerely,

/.

Richard‘T. Childress
Director of Asian Affairs

Mr. Dan Meeks
1686 Ripple Brook Road
Columbus, Ohio 43223



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20506

April 7, 1986

Dear Ev:

Please see the enclosed letter. Can you get this
to the right office to handle. I had heard this
before, but thought it was a temporary emptying of
stock - but with the update, it looks like the
picture was overlooked. Thanks.

Sincerely,

Trind
/

Richard T. Childress
Director of Asian Affairs

Enclosure

Mr. Everett Alvarez, Jr.

The Deputy Administrator of Veterans Affairs
Veterans Administration

810 Vermont Avenue, N. W,

Washington, D. C. 20420



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

-

POSTAGE AND FEES FAID
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

Mr., Everxett Alvarez, Jr. (Q01)

The Deputy Administrator of Veterans Affairs
Veterans Administration

810 Vermont Avenue, N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20420



Mr. Daniel A Meeks
1686 Ripple Brook Road
Columbus, Ohio 43223

March 17, 1986

Mr. Richard Childress
White House - NSC
Washington, DC 20050

Dear Dick.

While I understand that this may be outside your area of responsibility,
I felt that I could discuss this matter with you since you are a
veteran yourself and would understand my concern.

Enclosed you will find an informational brochure I picked up at the
Arlington National Cemetery on March 16, 1986. As you will see, it

it was printed and updated in 1985, yet the picture of the Tombs of the
Unknown Soldier is very much out of date. In fact, the information
under the picture does not even mention the Vietnam Unknown.

I had the pleasure of attending the Interment of the Vietnam Unknown
in May of 1982, nearly four years ago. Although the brochure has

been reprinted since then, no effort was made to update the photograph
of the tomb or the text to reflect this very important addition.

I am not sure how many Americans or guests from other countries visit
Arlington National Cemetery each year, but many must wonder why the
United States Government would not picture the Vietnam Unknown.
Updating a black & white picture would not have added much to the cost
of the reprint when compared to the sacrifice of over 58,000 lives.

I hope you will forward this letter through the proper channels or
advise me as to whom I should express this concern and I will take
your lead.

Thank you for your time and concern.

fully,
g ?%’f

Dan Meeks
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N NGTON, D.C. 204

OFFICE OF

THE oF
VE

May 9, 1985

Dear Mr. Childress:

Per my conversation this morning with Ann Griffiths,
she thought that you would be interested in receiving
a copy of the enclosed "Year in Brief", which contains
information about the VA's involvement with POW/MIA
activities during 1984.

I hope you will find this information useful.

Sincerely,

;lJ-szAus‘$¢L(2bm_——uﬂlyi:'k’-s
LEO WURSCHMIDT
Executive Assistant to the

Deputy Administrator
Enclosure

Mr. Richard Childress

National Security Council

0l1d Executive Office Building, Rm. 392
17th and Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20506








































































In addition to providing medical care,
benefits, and memorial affairs services to
our Nation’s veterans and their
dependents, the Veterans Administration
also has a much broader goal: to serve as
the government’s official spokesman for
the veteran.

In March 1865, one month before his
death, Abraham Lincoln recognized
society’s obligation to the Nation’s
veterans as he called on Congress and
the American people ‘‘to care for him
who shall have borne the battle and for
his widow and his orphan.’”” The VA
continues to grant Mr. Lincoln’s request

as the Agency articulates the needs of
our Nation’s veterans for the Congress,
the President, and the American public.

The VA is the largest of all independent
Federal agencies: the VA is run by
more than 242,000 employees who
represent varied backgrounds, needs,
and goals.

The Agency develops, adapts, and ad-
ministers progressive personnel policies
to ensure that the talents of these
employees are used, to accommodate
handicapped employees, to make cer-

tain that women and minorities are
treated fairly, to award employees who
merit special recognition, and to
enhance the abilities and skills of all.

The VA's innovative and imaginative
management techniques also help to en-
sure that the Agency’s many employees
are using their talents in the most effi-
cient and creative manner. The VA is
recognized as a leader in government
management innovations: it combines
the experience of more than 50 years
of managing the Nation’s largest
medical system and veterans’ benefits
totaling billions of dollars, with manage-

LEAD RSHIP/HUMAN/MANAGEMENT

ment training programs that incorporate
the latest methods from government,
business, and the Nation’s universities.

The very size of the VA requires that
the Agency be managed with the ut-
most efficiency. For example, in FY
1984 the VA issued more than 2.4
million checks worth over $2.7 billion
to 300,000 vendors for supplies and
services. Also, some $440 million was
paid on over 1,400 construction con-
tracts, and total payroll costs for the
more than 242,000 employees were
$5.7 billion for the year.




































mcrease steadily until 2005 when it
~ peak at 4.5 million.

Caring for our elderly female veterans is
another special concern of the VA,
Female veterans age 65 and over presently
account for 22 percent of the total female
veteran population. This proportion is ex-
pected to grow to one in three by 1995
when the number of female veterans 65
years old and over will amount to around
40G,000.

SURVEY OF
AGING VETERANS

in order to collect data to assist in plan-
ning for the large increase in aging
veterans during the next 15 years, the
Veterans Administration commissioned a
national survey of aging veterans. Exten-
sive and detailed data were collected on
the health characteristics, socioeconomic
status, and demographics of this popula-
tion. The survey was conducted by Louis
Harris and Associates, Inc., using a na-
tionally representative sample of about
3,000 veterans aged 55 and over.

According to the Harris report, the sampled
veterans exhibit the following character-
istics:

e Some 97 percent were men; 90 per-
cent were white,

e Around 13 percent (1.5 million) said they
must cut back on medical care because
of cost.

e About 60 percent reported their health
was good or excellent.

o However, one-third of those who cannot
afford proper medical care reported they
were in poor health.

e Surprisingly, younger veterans {55-64)
exhibited a higher rate of incidence for
many serious illnesses than the cor-
responding older cohorts (65 and over}
did when they were younger.

e Some 46 percent (5.3 million) expect to
apply for VA health care benefits in the
next decade.

o VA hospital care is rated highly by a ma-
jority of veterans and is rated more highly
than non-VA hospital care.

e Over half (52 percent) expect to have
their burial site identified by a VA-
supplied headstone or marker.

e Veterans have an advantage over
nonveterans in the standard
socioeconomic indicators such as educa-
tion, income, and occupational status.

AMERICA’'S WARS

(Veterans Administration Data Through September 30, 1984)

TOTALS

War Participants*
38,290,000

Deaths in Service
1,081,000

Living War Veterans
22,782,000

Living Ex-Servicemembers
28,027,000

AMERICAN REVOLUTION (1775-1784)
Participants .........c.ocovviininnnne 290,000
Deathsin Service .....c.cccoevevennenn. 4,000
Last Veteran, Daniel F. Blakeman,

died 4/5/1869, age 109

WAR OF 1812 (1812-1815)

Participants .........ccccooenvninnnnn 287,000

Deaths.in Service ........ccovveveennnn. 2,000

Last Veteran, Hiram Cronk, died
5/13/05, age 105

MEXICAN WAR (1846-1848)
Participants .........ccccociininnninns 79,000
Deaths in Service .................... 13,000
Last Veteran, Owen Thomas Edgar,

died 9/3/29, age 98

INDIAN WARS (Approx. 1817-1898)

Participants .........c.ccovveninnnnn 106,000

Deaths in Service .......c.cccvvvnvenens 1,000

Last Veteran, Fredrak Fraske, died
6/18/73, age 101

CIVIL WAR (1861-1865)

Participants(Union) ............ 2,213,000
Deaths in Service{Union) ........ 364,000
Participants

(Confederate) ............ 1,000,000**
Deaths in Service

{Confederate) ............... 133,821**

Last Union Veteran, Albert Woolson,
died 8/2/56, age 109

Last Confederate Veteran, John Salling,
died 3/16/58, age 112

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR (1898-1902)

Participants ........c..cccevevennnnn. 392,000
Deaths in Service ............c....... 11,000
Living Veterans ..........cococvvvieninnnnnes 22

WORLD WAR I (1917-1918)

Participants ...........ocveveinenn 4,744,000
Deaths in Service .................. 116,000
Living Veterans .................... 250,000
WORLD WAR Il (8/16/40 thru 7/25/47)
Participants .............c...ee 16,535,000°
Deaths in Service .................. 406,000
Living Veterans .............. 10,700,000P
KOREAN CONFLICT (6/27/50 thru 1/31/55)
Participants ................... 6,807,000%¢
Deaths in Service ............ccou..... 55,000
Living Veterans ............. 5,237,000} ¢
VIETNAM ERA (8/5/64 thru 5/7/75)
Participants ..................... 9,200,000¢
Deaths in Service .................. 109,000
Living Veterans ................ 8,263,000¢
FOOTNOTES:

*Persons who served in more than one war period are
counted only once.

87,476,000 served in WW Il and Korean conflict.
51,022,000 served in WW Il and Korean conflict.
€887,000 served in Korean conflict and Vietnam era.
9647,000 served in Korean conflict and Vietnam era.
** Authoritative statistics for Confederate Forces not
available. An estimated 28,000 Confederate personnel
died in Union prisons.















THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release May 28, 1984

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT
AT MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY
HONCRING VIETNAM UNKNOWN SOLDIER

Arlington National Cemetery

2:15 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: My fellow Americans, Memorial Day is a
day of ceremonies and speeches. Throughout America today, we honor
the dead of our wars. We recall their valor and their sacrifices.
We remember they gave their lives so that others might live.

" We're also gathered here for a special event; the
national funeral for an unknown soldier who will today join the heroes
of three other wars.

When he spoke at a ceremony at Gettysburg in 1863,
President Lincoln reminded us that through their deeds, the dead had
spoken more eloquently for themselves than any of the living ever
could, and that we living could only honor them by re-dedicating our-
selves to the cause for which they so willingly gave a last full mea-
sure of devotion. '

Well, this is especially so today, for in our minds and
hearts is the memory of Vietnam and all that that conflict meant for
those who sacrificed on the field of battle and for their loved ones
who suffered here at home.

Not long ago when a memorial was dedicated here in
Washington to our Vietnam veterans, the events surrounding that dedica-
tion were a stirring reminder of America's resilience, of how our
nation could learn and grow and transcend the tragedies of the past.

During the dedication ceremonies, the rolls of those
who died and are still missing were read for three days in a candle-
light ceremony at the National Cathedral. And the veterans of Vietnam
who were never welcomed home with speeches and bands, but who were
never defeated in battle and were heroes as surely as any who have
ever fought in a noble cause, staged their own parade on Constitution
Avenue. As America watched them, some in wheelchairs, all of them
proud, there was a feeling that this nation, as a nation, we were
coming together again and that we had, at long last, welcomed the boys
home. '

"A lot of healing went on', said one combat veteran who
helped organize support for the memorial.

MORE



And, then, there was this newspaper account that appeared after the

" ceremonies. I'd like to read it to you. "Yesterday, crowds returned
to the Memorial. BAmong them was Herbie Petit a machinist and
former Marine from New Orleans. 'Last night,' he said, standing

near the wall, 'I went out to dinner with some other ex-Marines.
There was also a group of college students in the restaurant. We
started talking to each other. And before we left, they stood

up and cheered us. The whole week,' Petit said, his eyes red,
'it was worth it just for that.'"

It has been worth it. We Americans have learned to
listen to each other and to trust each other again. We've learned
that government owes the people an explanation and needs their
support for its actions at home and abroad. And we have learned,

and I pray this time for good, the most valuable lesson of all --
the preciousness of human freedom.

It has been a lesson relearned not just by Americans
but by all the people of the world. Yet, while the experience of
Vietnam has given us a stark lesson that ultimately must move the
conscience of the world, we must remember that we cannot today,
as much as some might want to, close this chapter in our history,
for the war in Southeast Asia still haunts a small but brave group
of Americans -- the families of those still missing in the Vietnam
conflict.

They live day and night with uncertainty, with an
emptiness, with a void that we cannot fathom. Today, some sit
among you. Their feelings are a mixture of pride and fear. They're
proud of their sons or husbands, fathers or brothers who bravely
and nobly answered the call of their country. But some of them
fear that this ceremony writes a final chapter, leaving those
they love forgotten.

Well, today, then, one way to honor those who served
or may still be serving in Vietnam is to gather here and rededicate
ourselves to securing the answers for the families of those missing
in action. I ask the members of Congress, the leaders of veterans'
groups and the citizens of an entire nation present or listening
to give these families your help and your support, for they still
sacrifice and suffer.

Vietnam is not over for them. They cannot rest
until they know the fate of those they loved and watched march
off to serve their country. Our dedication to their cause must
be strengthened with these events today. We write no last chapters.
We close no books. We put away no final memories. An end to
America's involvement in Vietnam cannot come before we've achieved
the fullest possible accounting of those missing in action. (Applause.)

This can only happen when their families know with
certainty that this nation discharged her duty to those who
served nobly and well. Today, a united people call upon Hanoi with
one voice: Heal the sorest wound of this conflict, return our
sons to America, end the grief of those who are innocent and undeserving
of any retribution. The Unknown Soldier who is returned to us
today and whom we lay to rest is symbolic of all our missing sons.

MORE



and we will present him with the Congressional Medal of Honor, the
highest military decoration that we can bestow.

About him we may well wonder, as others have. As a
child, did he play on some street in a great American city? Or did
he work beside his father on a farm out in America's heartland? Did
he marry? Did he have children? Did he look expectantly to return
to a bride? '

We'll never know the answer to these questions about
his life. We do know, though, why he died. He saw the horrors of
war, but bravely faced them -- certain his cause, and his country's
cause was a noble one: That he was fighting for human dignity, for
free men everywhere. Today we pause to embrace him and all who served
us so well in a war whose end offered no parades, no flags, and so
little thanks. :

We can be worthy of the values and ideals for which our
sons sacrificed.-- worthy of their courage in the face of a fear that
few of us will ever experience =-- by honoring their commitment and
devotion to duty and country. Many veterans of Vietnam still serve
in the armed forces, work in our offices, on our farms, and in our
factories. Most have kept their experiences private. But most have
been strengthened by their call to duty.

A grateful nation opens her heart today in gratitude for
their sacrifice, for their courage, and for their noble service. Let
us, if we must, debate the lessons learned at some other time. Today,
we simply say with pride, thank you dear son. May God cradle you
in His loving arms.

We present to you our nation's highest award, the
Congressional Medal of Honor, for service above and beyond the call
of duty -- in action with the enemy during the Vietnam era.

Thank you.

END 2:25 P.M. EDT



THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release May 25, 1984

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT
AT CEREMONY FOR VIETNAM UNKNOWN SOLDIER

The Rotunda
The Capitol

Washington, D.C.
3:07 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: An American hero has returned home.
God bless him. ,

We may not know of this man's life, but we know of his
character. We may not know his name, but we know his courage. He
is the heart, the spirit, and the soul of America.

Today, a grateful nation mourns the death of an unknown
serviceman of the Vietnam conflict. This young American understood
that freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction.
He may not have wanted to be a hero, but there is a need -- in the
Iron Triangle, off Yankee Station, at Khe Sanh, over the Red River
Valley.

He accepted his mission and did his duty. And his
honest patriotism overwhelms us. We understand the meaning of his
sacrifice and those of his comrades yet to return.

This American hero may not need us, but surely we need
him. In Longfellow's words: '

So when a great man dies,

For years beyond our ken, .
The light he leaves behind him lies
Upon the paths of men.

.We must not be blind to the light that he left behind.
. Our path must be worthy of his trust. And we must not betray his
love of country. 1It's up to us to protect the proud heritage now in
our hands, and to live in peace as bravely as he died in war.

On this day, as we honor our unknown serviceman, we pray

to Almighty God for his mercy. And we pray for the wisdom that this
hero be America's last unknown.

END 3:10 P.M. EDT
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON

Foreword

On Memorial Day 1984, the Unknown American who lost his life in the
service of his country during the war in Vietnam joined the Unknowns from
World Warl, World War ll, and the Korean War in Arlington National Cemetery.
Representing the more than 57,000 servicemen and women who died or are
still unaccounted for in Southeast Asia, the hero was accorded a state funeral
befitting the Nation’s Great and presented the Medal of Honor by the President
of the United States.

The following word-and-picture history depicts the planning and execution
of the Vietnam Unknown’s final journey. All branches of the military cooper-
ated in the preparations with the Department of the Army as the executive
agent for the Department of Defense. The arrangements for theinterment cer-
emonies at Arlington were handled by the Military District of Washington.

Itis my hope that these honors have brought solace to all those Americans
who have lost loved ones, killed or missing, in Vietnam, and that these honors
will renew the spirit of dedication that has always been a mark of the American
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nated the Department of the Army as his executive agent. The Assistant
Secretary of the Army for Civil Works, William R. Gianelli, provided oversight
for the Secretary of the Army, John O. Marsh, Jr., while the Commanding Gen-
eral of the Military District of Washington, Maj. Gen. John L. Ballantyne, made
the necessary arrangements. Serving as point of contact for all the agencies
involved in the funeral, Ballantyne’s Director of Ceremonies, Paul C. Miller,
assisted by Lt. Col. Thomas L. Groppel and James L. Albright, prepared the
plans and supervised the conduct of the services.

Beginning in Hawaii, proceeding to California, and culminating in Washing-
ton, D.C., the funeral was to draw upon the resources of each of the United
States’ military services. After formal designation in Hawaii on 17 May, the
Unknown would travel from Honolulu to San Francisco aboard the U.S. Navy
frigate U.S.S.Brewton, which had been named for a hero of the Vietnam War,
Lt. {jg.) John C. Brewton. The U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis would serve as
escort during the firstfifty miles of the journey; the cutter Midget would take up
position beside the Brewton fifty miles off the coast of California. Arriving at
Alameda Naval Air Station in Alameda, California on 24 May, the Brewton
would transfer the remains to shore units, which would convey them by cor-
tege to the chapel at Travis Air Force Base. After a brief period of public view-
ing, they would travel by air to Andrews Air Force Base in Maryland. The
Unknown would then lie in state for three days in the Capitol at Washington
before interment at the Tomb of the Unknowns in Arlington National
Cemetery.

Unparalleled since the funeral of President John F. Kennedy in 1963, the
observances required extensive preparations. Before the formal announce-
ment, the Military District of Washington received advance word that the
Department of Defense might shortly designate an Unknown for the Vietnam
War. Preparations beganimmediately, especially within the command’s Direc-
torate of Ceremonies and Special Events, where James Albright drafted a plan
for the interment, and its office of communications, which had responsibility
for providing radio and telephone circuits to support the operation. in January
1984, the command’s Office of Resources Management set aside $30,000
as a contingency fund to cover initial expenses.

Shortly after Secretary Weinberger announced plans for the funeral, the
Defense Department decided to give the national commanders of the major
American veterans organizations the opportunity to take the place of the fam-



ily of the deceased in the services, a very great honor. The Veterans Adminis-
tration received the task of assuring that veterans organizations were properly
represented. It delegated the effort to the President’s Veterans Day National
Committee, a group composed of the national commanders of all the major
veterans organizations in the United States. The committee decided to invite
the members of its executive board to participate. They represented the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, AMVETS, the Blinded Veterans Association, the
American Legion, the Military Order of the Purple Heart, the Veterans of World
War | of the USA, the Marine Corps League, the Paralyzed Veterans of Amer-
ica, the Legion of Valor, the Congressional Medal of Honor Society, the Disa-
bled American Veterans, and the American Ex-Prisoners of War. In addition,
representatives from five national organizations whose membership had been
intimately involved in the Vietnam War were invited. They were the National
League of Families of American Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia, the
American Gold Star Mothers, Gold Star Wives of America, Vietham Veterans
of America, and the United Vietnam Veterans Organization. The National
League of Families declined to participate officially but allowed its members to
joinin the observances if they wished. Many did attend.

Preparations began in earnest shortly after Secretary Weinberger's formal
announcement. During the first week of May, the House and Senate issued leg-
islation authorizing the Military District of Washington to use the Capitol
Rotunda for the lying in state. At the request of the secretaries of the military
departments, they also approved the award of the Medal of Honor to the
Unknown in honor of the unrecognized heroism of all the missing and dead.
Workmen at Arlington Cemetery meanwhile refurbished the tombs of the ear-
lier Unknowns and erected scaffolding at the Memorial Amphitheater for a
press stand. Planting more than 5,000 bedding flowers around the amphithea-
ter, the cemetery’s gardeners manicured lawns, planted extra shrubs, and
trimmed trees. Since space in the amphitheater was limited to invited guests
and since no more than 3,000 persons could view the ceremony from the mall
adjacent to the Tomb of the Unknowns, the cemetery’s staff attempted to
accommodate any overflow that occurred by awarding a contract for live
video coverage of the event and for the erection of a twenty-by-thirty-foot
viewing screen at the cemetery’s visitors center. On 23 May, a stonecutter
inscribed the date 1958-1975 on a marble cover that had already been pre-
pared to mark the grave of the Unknown.



The Military District of Washington’s Pubiic Affairs Office meanwhile
reserved space atthe cemetery’s old administration building to serve as atem-
porary center for processing the credentials of the press. In the weeks that fol-
lowed, command public affairs officers traveled to California and Hawaii to
coordinate with their counterparts inthose areas, provided for comprehensive
photographic coverage, assembled a press kit for civilian newsmen containing
extensive background information, designed and printed a program, dissemi-
nated twenty-two press releases, and answered more than a thousand quer-
ies from newsmen. As aresult, onthe day of theinterment, 800 reporters and
cameramen covered the event in all of its phases without complications.

With many members of the public interested in attending the ceremonies
but with seating in the amphitheater limited to public officials, Medal of Honor
winners, representatives of the Military services, and the families of those still
missing in Vietnam, only seventy-seven tickets were available for general dis-
tribution. On 14 May, the Office of the Adjutant General of the Military District
of Washington set up a clearinghouse to process requests for those seats.
Over the next eleven days, the facility responded to 253 calls and letters,
awarding tickets first to the families of the missing, then to widows with hus-
bands buried in Arlington National Cemetery, and finally to Vietnam
veterans.

By the third week in May, rehearsals had commenced and preparations for
the ceremonies in Hawaii, California, and Washington were well advanced.
Technicians had augmented telephone service wherever necessary within the
Military District of Washington and they were prepared to put eighteen radio
nets totaling 159 stations on the airin support of security operations, medical
emergency teams, the funeral cortege, the ushers at the amphitheater, and the
officials coordinating the services. The command’s transportation unit had
meanwhile leased fifty-three buses to shuttle visitors between the Pentagon
parking lot and the Tomb of the Unknowns, nine vans to accommodate the
handicapped, and eighty sedans for the funeral cortege. To meet possible
medical emergencies, first aid teams manning twenty-five ambulances had
meanwhile selected stations at the U.S. Capitol and along the line of proces-
sion. In all, the Military District of Washington spent $85,000 on preparations,
most of it for vehicle leases, supplies, construction, and travel. Much of the rest
of the funding for the event came from the normal operating budgets of the mil-
itary services.
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Designation Ceremonies

The ceremonies honoring the Vietnam Unknown began in Hawaii on 17 May
1984 with the arrival of the remains by hearse at Bravo Pier 25, Pearl Harbor
Naval Base. One hundred and eighty members of the military services stood at
attention to receive the casket, all in duty uniform except for a platoon of U.S.
Army troops from Schofield Barracks in full combat gear. The vessels in the
harbor nearby wore full dress ship, a rainbow of signal flags flying fore and aft
the length of each. Several hundred visitors were in attendance.

A joint service team of pallbearers carried the flag-draped casket to its rest-
ing place at the head of the assembly. After aninvocation by a Jewish chaplain
and a rendition of the National Anthem by the Fleet Marine Force Pacific Band,
the Commander in Chief of the U.S. Pacific Fleet, Admiral S. R. Foley, Jr., deliv-
ered a brief eulogy. “Our unknown hero . . . represents the finest of that gene-
ration who went to a far off land to fight for the ideals of freedom and human
dignity,” Foley said, “because it was not in their make up to say, ‘No, we won't
go.” At the end of Foley's remarks, after a prayer by a Catholic chaplain, Viet-
nam Medal of Honor recipient, Sgt. Maj. Allan J. Kellogg, Jr., of Marine Bar-
racks Hawaii, placed near the casket a white carnation wreath inset with
yellow, red, and green flowers in the design of the Vietnam Campaign Ribbon.
The Commander in Chief of the U.S. Pacific Air Forces, Gen. Jerome F.
O’Malley, then placed the Purple Heart on a black pedestal near the coffin.
Musical honors, a 21-gun salute and a flyover by Hawaii Air National Guard
F-4C aircraft in “missing man formation” followed, along with a final benedic-
tion by a Protestant chaplain. At the conclusion of the prayer, as the assembled
troops saluted and the band played Chopin’s mournful “Funeral March,” the



pallbearers carried the casket up a ramp to the Brewton. Six minutes later,
while the band played “America the Beautiful” and all the ships in Pearl Harbor
rendered passing honors — each crewman standing at attention and holding
a hand salute — the Brewton cast off for San Francisco in the company of the
Coast Guard cutter Storis.

The Trip to Washington

Seven days later, at noon on 24 May, escorted by the Coast Guard cutter
Midget, the Brewtondocked at the Alameda Naval Air Station. While amilitary
band played a hymn and a 2 1-gun salute fired, a joint service team of pallbear-
ers, preceded by the American flagand members of the clergy, carried the cas-
ket toawaiting hearse for the trip to Travis Air Force Base outside Sacramento.
At Travis, the pallbearers transferred the remains in solemn procession to the
base chapel, where it lay in repose all night. Protestant, Jewish, and Catholic
chaplains offered short prayers, with the Jewish chaplain, Navy Lt. Norman L.
Auerback, observing in the place of the Unknown that, “My deathis not mine,
itis ours. It will mean what you make of it.” A guard of honor then took up sta-
tion around the casket, which remained on public view until the next morning,
when, after a simple ceremony, it was transferred to a U.S. Air Force C-141B
aircraft for the trip to Washington.

The body of the Unknown serviceman arrived at Andrews Air Force Base
near Washington at 2 P.M. on 25 May, where it was greeted by the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, the national commanders of various U.S. veterans organizations, and
the former U.S. Commander in Vietnam, General William C. Westmoreland.
To the accompaniment of four “Ruffles and Flourishes”and a hymn played by
the U.S. Air Force Band, with a 21-gun salute in the background, pallbearers
carried the casket to a hearse for the trip to Washington. Arriving at the Capitol
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Plaza at 3 P.M., the party moved solemnly up the East Capitol steps into the
Rotunda, where President Ronald Reagan waited along with members of the
cabinet, Congress, and other dignitaries. A brief wreath-laying ceremony fol-
lowed, during which the president delivered a eulogy. Observing that the
Unknown symbolized “the heart, soul, and spirit of America,” he said that, “We
may not know of this man’s life, but we know of his character. We may not
know his name, but we know his courage. He accepted his mission and did his
duty. And his honest patriotism overwhelms us.” The body lay in state in the
Rotundaforthe nextthree days, tobe viewed by tens of thousands of visitors.

The Funeral

Thevigilat the Rotundalasted untilnoon on Memorial Day, Monday, 28 May.
As the national commanders of the veterans organizations, the Joint Chiefs of
Staff and other mourners waited in the East Capitol Plaza under cloudy skies,
pallbearers carried the casket down the Capitol steps to a caisson drawn by six
matched white horses. Troops at Fort McNair began firing a 21-gun salute at
one minute intervals. The U.S. Coast Guard Band played four “Ruffles and
Flourishes” and the hymns “Yigdahl Eloheem Chahi” {Great Is Our Living God)
and “Ah-dohn Oh-lom” {Lord of the World).

The main funeral procession was composed of the U.S. Army, Navy, and Air
Force Bands; units from all of the services and service academies; and ele-
ments from the National Guard and Reserves. A cordon of honor composed of
1,750 men and women representing, once again, all of the military services
lined both sides of the route to Arlington National Cemetery. Its members
came to “present arms” when the color guard bearing the American flag
reached their positions, returningto “order arms” once the caisson bearing the
Unknown had passed. When the cortege reached the Vietnam Veterans
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Memorial on Bacon Drive, it stopped for an instant to receive the homage of
fifty-six veterans of the war bearing the flags of all the states and territories of
the United States. Rounding the Lincoln Memorial and crossing Memorial
Bridge, the procession then entered Arlington Cemetery, where the president
and other dignitaries waited at the Memorial Amphitheater. Aithoughveterans
of the war were represented in every aspect of the program — Medal of Honor
recipients from the Vietnam War, for example, served as honorary pallbearers
— a group of 300 veterans insisted on falling in behind the procession.
Dressed in combat fatigues and marching to the accompaniment of abagpiper
playing the hymn “Amazing Grace,” they became a reminder, however sub-
dued, of the protests thathad once seemed as much a part of the Vietnam War
as the effort to defeat the enemy.

The cortege arrived at the west entrance of the Amphitheaterat 2 P.M. After
the funeral party had been seated, the Army Band played four “Ruffles and
Flourishes,” the signal for the pallbearers to carry the casket into the Apse of
the building. The National Anthem followed, along with an invocation by the
Chief of Chaplains of the U.S. Army, Maj. Gen. Patrick J. Hessian. A marine
trumpeter then sounded the call “Attention.” After a moment of silence and a
rendition of “My Country ‘Tis of Thee” sung by everyone in the Amphitheater,
Secretary Weinberger introduced President Reagan.

Observing that the Unknown Soldier was a symbol of all the American serv-
icemen still missing in Vietnam, President Reagan reminded his listeners in the
Amphitheater, across the United States, and around the world that “We close
no books. We put away no final memories. An end to America’s involvement
in Vietnam cannot come before we've achieved the fullest possible accounting
of those missing in action.” Turning to the Unknown, the president continued
that the man* had died fighting for human dignity and for free men everywhere
and that “Today we embrace him and all who served us so wellin a war whose
end offered no parades, no flags, and so little thanks.”President Reagan then
presented the Unknown with the Medal of Honor “for service above and
beyond the call of duty — in action with the enemy during the Vietnam era.”

* All the women who served in Vietnam were accounted for.
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The funeral service continued with an a capella rendition of the hymn “On
Bended Knee” by the U.S. Army Chorus; a reading of Psalm 91 — “0 Thou
that dwellest in the covert of the Most High . . . ” — by the Director, Chaplains
Service, Veterans Administration, Rabbi Simeon Kobunetz; and the singing of
Randall Thompson's “The Last Words of David” by U.S. Army Chorus soloist
M. Sgt. Michael Miller. The Chief of Chaplains, U.S. Navy, Rear Admiral Neil M.
Stevenson, followed with a reading from the New Testament, John 14, “Let
not your hearts be troubled . . .” The service ended with the singing of Psalm
23, “The Lordis my shepherd . . . “ by the U.S. Army Chorus and a brief bless-
ing by Capt. Robert M. Radasky of the U.S. Navy Chaplain Corps.

The Interment

At the conclusion of the blessing, the president, the honorary pallbearers,
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and anumber of dignitaries and guests proceededinto
the Display Room until invited guests moved from the Amphitheater to the
East Steps. The pallbearers then began moving the casket to the plaza east of
the Amphitheater where the Tomb of the Unknowns is located. When the cas-
ket reached the second landing leading to the plaza, the pallbearers paused
while Col. Robert G.Krause, the commander of the honor guard, brought his
troops to “present arms” and the U.S. Army Band played four “Ruffles and
Flourishes” and the hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy.” Upon completion of the music, the
procession moved forward into the plaza, where the pallbearers placed the
casket on the lowering device above the crypt. After chaplains representing
the Jewish, Orthodox, Catholic, and Protestant religions read the graveside
prayers customary to their faiths, the president placed a wreath at the head of
the casket. A 21-gun salute followed, fired by the Saluting Battery of the 3d
U.S. Infantry (The Old Guard}).
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The Chaplain, U.S. Coast Guard, Capt. Eddy B. Moran, gave the blessing.
“Lord,” he prayed, “we ask Your final benediction upon our comrade, known
but to You. As we have honored him, we also honor all men and women who
have served their country with loyalty and devotion.” At the conclusion of the
prayer, three rifle volleys and the bugle call “Taps” sounded. While the band
played “America the Beautiful,” the pallbearers folded the flag that had covered
the casket from the beginning of its journey in Hawaii. The escort commander,
Major General Ballantyne, then presented the flag to the president, who stood
in the place of the Unknown’s next of kin. He passed it to Raymond J.
Costanzo, the superintendent of Arlington National Cemetery, for
safekeeping.

With that the ceremonies ended. Members of the public who wished to pay
theirrespects to the Unknown filed past the cryptuntil evening, whenthe cem-
etery closed. At 8:30 P.M., the superintendent of Arlington National Ceme-
tery, accompanied by the commanding general of the Military District of
Washington, lowered the casket into the crypt. Shortly thereafter workmen
set the vault cap and crypt cover in place. By 11:30 P.M. all work was done.
The Unknown was at rest.
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APPENDIX 5
Memorial Day Program

FUNERAL SERVICE

The National Anthem Francis Scott Key
The U.S. Marine Band, Colonel John R. Bourgeois, Director

The INVOCAtION ......eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeeeenneeneene Chaplain (Major General) Patrick J. Hessian
Chief of Chaplains, U.S. Army

Trumpet Call ... "Attention”

One Minute Of Silence

My Country, 'Tis of Thee Audience participating
Henry Carey — Samuel F. Smith (Words)

Introduction Caspar W. Weinberger
Secretary of Defense

Presentation of Medal of Honor ...... Ronald Reagan
The President of the United States

On Bended Knee The U.S. Army Chorus
arranged by Samuel R. Loboda, Major L. Bryan Shelburne, Director

Psalm of the Day (Psaim 91} Chaplain Simeon Kobrinetz
Director, Chaplain Service, Veteran’s Administration

The Last Words of David Randall Thompson
Samuel (Words)

The New Testament Lesson John 14:1-7,15-17, 27

Rear Admiral Neil M. Stevenson
Chief of Chapiains, U.S. Navy

The Twenty-Third Psalm J.S. Irvine

arranged by Master Sergeant James Kessler
King David (Words)

The Benediction Captain Robert M. Rada_sky
Chaplain Corps, U.S. Navy

The POSEIUTE............eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e cenee et e eesen e mseneenenas The U.S. Marine Band

The U.S. Army Band, "Pershings Own"
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INTERMENT

Jewish Prayer of Committal

Chaplain (Colonel) Israel Drazin

Orthodox Prayer of Commiittal.....

U.S. Army Reserve

Captain Robert M. Radasky

Catholic Prayer of Committal ........ccccovucurnnnne

Protestant Prayer of Committal.

Chaplain Corps, U.S. Navy

Chaplain (Major General) John A. Collins
Chief of Chaplains, U.S. Air Force

Rear Admiral Neil M. Stevenson

Placing Of The Presidential Wreath

Chief of Chapiains, U.S. Navy

........ President Ronald Reagan

The GUN Salute........coemeeeeecvreeeereeenneeseneansaneennenes 3d U.S. Infantry (The Old Guard)

The Benediction

Colonel Robert G. Krause, Commander

Captain Eddy B. Moran

The Firing of the Volleys...

Chaplain Corps, U.S. Navy
The Chaplain, U.S. Coast Guard

Taps

...................................................

Folding of the Flag.........cccooeeroremneennnnne. rereeereeraresstsaseesrearens

America The Beautiful

Sergeant Major Patrick Mastroleo

The U.S. Army Band, “Pershing’s Own"

Colonel Eugene W. Allen, Leader and Commander

Presentation Of The Flag

Major General John L. Ballantyne, il

commanding General, U.S. Army Military District of Washington
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APPENDIX 6

Services Participants
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VETERANS DAY NATIONAL COMMITTEE PARTICIPANTS IN
VIETNAM UNKNOWN CEREMONIES AT
ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY, MAY 28, 1984

Mr. John Breeden, National Commander, Army and Navy Union

Mr. Edward R. Ross, National Commander, Catholic War Veterans

Mr. Daniel L. Spalding, National President, Fleet Reserve Association

Mr. Joseph Zoldan, National Commander, Jewish War Veterans of the USA

Chaplain (Col.) Simon H. Scott, Jr., National President, Military Chaplains
Association

Col. Adrian L. Hoebeke, USA (Ret), Commander-in-Chief, Military Order of
the World Wars

Mr. Franklin A. Lister, National President, Non-Commissioned Officers
Association

Mr. Dale E. Speelman, National President, Pearl Harbor Survivors
Association, Inc.

Mr. Norman A. Lelo, National Commander, Polish Legion of American
Veterans, USA

Mr. Wendell Lowe, National Commander, Military Order of the Purple Heart

Mr. Paul Cheremeta, National President, Paralyzed Veterans Association of
America

Mr. S. Leroy Mendel, Commander-in-Chief, United Spanish War Veterans
Mr. Clifford G. Olson, Jr., Commander-in-Chief, Veterans of Foreign Wars
Mr. John W. Stover, National Commander, Veterans of World War |
Mrs. June Everett, National President, American Gold Star Mothers

Ms. Rachel A. Bunn, National President, Gold Star Wives of America

37



Col. Earl P. Hooper, AUS (Ret), Chairman of the Board, National League of
Families of American Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia

Mr. Robert O. Muller, President, Vietnam Veterans of America

Mr. Dan Jordan, National Commander, United Vietnam Veterans
Organization

Mr. Wallace Sheppard, National Commander, Regular Veterans Association

OTHER VETERANS SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS THAT PARTICIPATED IN
VIETNAM UNKNOWN CEREMONIES AT
ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY, MAY 28, 1984

Italian American War Veterans of the United States
U.S. Submarine Veterans of World War Il
American Defenders of Bataan and Corregidor
American G.I. Forum of the U.S.

American Veterans Committee

National Amputation Foundation

Swords to Plowshares: Veterans Rights Organization
Air Force Association

Air Force Sergeants Association

American Association of Minority Veterans
American War Mothers

Association of the U.S. Army

Blue Star Mothers, Inc.

Flower of the Dragon, Inc..

Mexican Border Veterans, Inc.

National Association for Uniformed Services
National Association of Atomic Veterans

National Association of Concerned Veterans
National Association of Military Widows

National Congress of Puerto Rican Veterans
National Yeoman F

Naval Reserve Association

Past National Commanders Organization

Reserve Officers Association of the United States
Society of Military Widows

The Retired Officers Association

United States Army Warrant Officers Association
Veterans of the Vietnam War, Inc.

Vietnam Veterans Foundation

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund

Women'’s Air Force Service Pilots

Women's Army Corps Veterans Association
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