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HOWARD H. BAKER, JR. 
TP:NN!!SSEF. 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 2.0510 

February, 1980 

Dear Friend: 

Thank you for your postcard regarding SALT II. As you may know, 
/ .I have received thousands of these cards from concerned c i tizens 

i,, ~ho ~ -_t_ilin the t _1me - to respona to the Conservative Cau9,!_L 
_1!1ailing__campaign. While l regret this form of response, I felt 
· tnat 1t was the most expeditious means to assure you of my 
oµposition to this treaty. 

Although I strongly favor the process of limiting and rev e rsing 
the race of nuclear arms, I am concerned that SALT II, as nego: 
tiated and signed, is contrary to the security interests o f the 
United States. I believe that our SALT negotiators were o ut
bargained; that they have offered to the Senate for consen t to 
ratification a treaty that is inequitable, that contains p oten
tially dangerous ambiguities, and that is unverifiable. 

The SALT II Treaty has, however, had meritorious and beneficial 
effects. I have long believed that any SALT Treaty, however 
well negotiated, should be the catalyst for a comprehensiv e 
debate on the overall defense posture of the United States . It 
has had that effect. ··--- · 

In response to the recent Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, Presi
dent Carter has now requested that the Senate indefinitely 
~ostpone the scheduled debate on SALT II. I believe this ~ ell 
reflects the inhe ren t connection between any SALT agreemeru t and 
the overall relationship between the United States and the 
Soviet Union. The need to focus on this relationship is clearly 
illustrated by the most recent of Soviet provocations and our 
failure to res pond effectively to this challenge. 
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