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Mr . J . Carmen, 
Reagan for President 

CRYSTAL TOWERS o 1600 SO. EADS ST. o ARLINGTON , VA . 22202 

703 / 892-5229 

901 South Highland Street 
Arlington , Va. 22204 

Dear .fr . Carmen: 

It w..,s so nice to talk with you yee terday and I shall 
call you on : onday morning to arrange for an appointment 
for _fonday a:fternoon if that ie possible for you. 

I a.!:! enclosing the returned letter that was i:ent to Ms . 
Crispen - I can ' t understand it!!!!! However , I thought 
yt u night have an apportunity to read same befo r e our 
meeting. I have opened it as I felt you might not 
be willing t o open someone eli:,e 1 s mail . 

Hope your time is available fo~ Monday afternoon, and 
thank:i:ing y ou in advance 

cerely 

y 29th. 1980 



Ms . Elaine Crispen 

CRYSTAL TOWERS o 1600 SO. EADS ST. o ARLINGTON, VA . 22202 

703/ 892 - 5229 

Secretary to Governor Reacan 
Suite 1430 
Los Angeles , Cal~~orn i a 90045 

Dear Ms Crispen: 

Many tha.nkE ::or ~eturning my memos re the For eign Situation . 
rl'his will oe _a.st letter to do with what you will IDt I 
sincerely hope yo Ji_l s how it to Mr . Carmen , 

Thi::, is no t bei.."16 22'rogant for I know the Governor believes in 
much of this hi.IJself a.Y1d some of the other thoughts he might 
have had if he had ~een able to think for himself instead of 
many of t~e so-called Republicans trying to talce h is freedom 
away f rom him. He -'-' ~ . be h is mm man! ! ! ! ! 

I sincerely hope tte recen t papers are not quoting the Governor 
when they say t~at 3ush is likely to be h is Vice President and 
that Kissinger will proJ lably be some par t of histeam. That 
would be t:pagic !!! Please read the attached on Alexander Haig. 
I listened to h im each time I could when he appeared on the 
Committee re Salt 2. I was most impress ed with l!lis knowledge . 
integri t y and consistency . 

At t ached are clipped together clippings re the Governor : They 
are out for h is soul; He is a simple man; I s he i ntell igent? etc . 
Hy answers are --- Of cour::e they are ou.t for his s-oul but they 
wont get it for he is- an ADMINIS' ·RATOR who knows he cannot 
know everything but one who wil l get the men aflound him uho do 
know . A eimple hor..est man he is - FOT DEVIOUS - who believes 
in God and h is countr and desires Lo use his energy in "puttin6 
M".ERICA back on itE feet " . Of cours e he is intelligent but 
by the same token a! one who wan ts to be Prei:- i den t over a c ountry 
i n such a bad shape could be called craey unless h i s Fai th i s 
very s trong. 

In his nominating speach I know he will stand by the Republican 
Platform of wanting less , Governme:it , Free Enterpriee , curtailed 
spending with eavi! gs a very strong part and the elimination of 
waste and fraud• £le a I hope he tel ls _is voters wha t he intends 
to do if t ey nake h im President - Of course, t h is would have to 
have Congress ional approval . In this uay they wil l know wha t 
they are vo ting for instead of jus-t promises . 



Ms . El aine Crispen 

CRYSTAL TOWERS o 1600 SO. EADS ST. o ARLINGTON, VA . 22202 

703 / 892 - 5229 

For ins tance : 
\\ 1- Fore i gn Policy Everyone R:now <> thi s i s tragic. AUD I MEAN EVERYONE -

The Republicans ; t ~e ~enocra ts ; Our Enem i es ; All i es , etc . This we 
must change bu t I can ' t t ell you how now ae I don 't have enough i nfor
ma tion and wi ll no'" -ve U..'1. til I ge t i n office as t here ar e too many 
secretive de t ails . Ou::- word must again mean something and our Country 
mui: t have r es""ect . , e cust have underE tanding with our mm Hemisphere 
and ne i ghbors as el _ as abroa d . 
2- Her e i s another ba · situati on bu · · ~ mor t i t 
I c an.not righ tly say - ha L must _ 
n on e of us t - , t so me-
t h ing is wr , ry i s practi-
ca lly _ ing bil l ions ! ! 
Howe - .. ould ex tra ten c ents 
a for gas wh ic .ar dshi p to j us t to bai 1 ou:b 
an i n i strat ion ~ r errors made by them. 
3- Oil - Her e is ano L~er bad i:itua t ion but again unt i l I eet i n off ice 
and knou no1-e ab ·t ..:."!: = c~_not say wha t should be done . There are so 
many · ::,,rts ttat !!o __ e ~ u.s know 2.bou t - no t even the Congr ess - IDT I knov 
there T'lUf:' t be s or:i etr.i...>:.g c__rc...s t i c ally wr ong where our Country is prac t i 
cally bankrupt u i l e cv: Ameri can Oil Compani es ar e making billioni:> ! ! ! 
n ecar ding t axing the public an extra TEU CEN'TS per gallon would be 
a hardshi p to i t s citizens and they s hould not have t o pay th i B way 
t o bai l the Congress out o= the ir many mi stak es . 
3- Dr aft - I believ e i n t h ie but not just r egi stra tion and it sh ould be 
fo r persons from 19 through 35. Thi s doeB no t mcke me a hawk but just 
a sensible pers on . I don I t want war but bel ieve in bei ng prepared l ! 
In t h i s way and i n thi s rn.y only can we pro t ee t our country 
power tries to fi g!lt ""for then we uould have t he right e 
properly trained people . Any true .Amer i can who levee h is r.i,.rn,='1"1=n~"'"'~·M mus t 
know tha t without '-Oerica there wj 11 be P P uerJ a, The:;,,e draft ees must 
receive good s a lari es a.'1.d ~enefits( they are not gett i ng proper r emuner
a tion n01-r) e.nd the Government will g i ve t hem roon ;boar d ; c l othes ; aheal t hy b 
body ; a healthy mind ~-tl a vocat i on for ~he future B U T above all 
i t wil l g i ve them dignity and pri de i n tl:eneelves l ! ! 
4- Balc..nced Bu dge t - I don ' t think a ba l anced budget i s the outstandi ng 
thing we need today~ I do know we have to stop printing mon ey and 
running up our ~ef i ci and f:'t op spencing money on unnecessary i tems 
su ch as "Pc te issues :'or '.:he Sena tors to pleas e the i r con:;,, t i tuen ts ; 
g i ving awards f o:::- t:Los e --ho fle ece t he Goverru:ien t the mos t ; go t hrough 
the appropri at i ons horoughly and elimi na t e fraud , dup l i ca tion of effor t , 
mani pula t i on of f igures by bor row i ng from Peter to pay Paul, etc . This 
wou l d not mean a ny reduction e.11 our social programs bu t juE-t givi ng 
the taxpayers t heir mon ey ' e wor th ! !! 
5 - Law and Order - ffe have too many l aws today and most of them are 
not enfor c ed - I n f act , many of them c ou l d no t be enf~rced. How 
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can .., tell our people who put ~ in offic e that ~ haveto retire 
at 65 or 70 but t~is does not apply to the Supreme Court or Congress? 
How about a man -- o iE caught 12tealing --- he ir:put in j ail andrightly 
sob u t officia ls in Government and the Congress are caught and they 
are ju:,:,t "slapped on ~l:e wrist" and can E till remain in office to 
uphold our co1.:n !: ! ! ! ! ! the amounts these gentlemen take are in 
the thous ands ! ! ! ! ':11:.is is not LAl AND ORDER - We must put ::,ome :force 
in back of our laws to a..~e this fraud out of our Governnent . One 
sees i t in t__e paperE e-re-::-y day in every part of the Government . We 
muEt get back to v :?:C3 =or all . 
~- Autonobiles - So :-re bailed out Chrysler and th::.t is in back of us 
go od or b~d - bu:_=~- ly believe the automobile dimemma has been 
brought abcu t by o :::" _ Government regulation::, and by the ID IONS 
1-rho have priced t1:e~el es out of the market making the Au tor.iobile 
manufactures ~ro~ ·ce _ore volume to keep in business. No Coun try can 
support compan ies rho p· Lout a new model each year - they have 
glutted the market . Ins ead these companies :':'hould be making railroad 
cars ins teac. o: b ·• 0 "'!.0 ~hem abroad - Particularly as 'TE NEED RAI LROADS 
today -- Ro,; ,ras +~e S united ? with RAILROADS . and there would 
be no Siberie. except :or railroads . Also the steel c ompanies could 
etart makine ~:::.::..~se c and stop cloeing plants BUT our Congress has 
to be sold on ~:s ar:~ _elp the railroads instead of regulations that 
are actually strc.neling Lhem. Aleo re energy and UE'ing COAL - This 
uould not be econonica_l ::easible without railroads to transprot the 
coa l . per u...cual L~e Congress has the horE'e i n back of the cart l !!! 
7-~ost Office - Let's ge~ it in the black. It ' s posESible! !! For the 
time being "'top all second. and thi rd cl a:,:,s mail(mos t of which iE' sub
sidiezec\_~ theGoverll.l!le~t)and l e t our mailmen del iver the nail on 
time anam,ve it loaded ~ith useless magazineE' and printed material 
that clutters our u2.Ste baskets! ! ! Here again we will SAVE MONEY ! ! ! 
and this money saved 1::::.::.. be put in a special place again to pay back 
the money ou:!' Gover~er. t owes on which t e tax payers are p, ing o. daily 
i nterest of over ~· 0 =~ILLION DOLLAl • 
8-Socia l ecurity - So~ething has to be done here and i t can be 

done . i~e~Q but first I must get more information an 
how it is p:..'ef2 en tly run . To begin with there must be a separte SS 
office where a_l the noney come::, to this one spot and is taken from 
this sftT• In this ray there will be no j't,ggl i ng of figures which 
I believe are being one now. Ti.he peeple on S S toady must be swre of 
their money nm the 11ew people coming in to the program must als o 
have thiE a.ssu:rance IDT t:t.is will not be as the sys tern is set up! ! ! 
9- TAX CUT - I an for the tax cut - our citizens deserve this antl 
i I; doee ~o t have to cost u::, extra money! ! ! ! He can pay :'or this by 
getting rid of fraud ~~d corruption. Lll tax money received should 
be in a s epar >tie place again so we kno,r what comei:: ·· a.rid o r spend
ing is governed accordingly . Put af tax on cigaettes;(locents a 
pack)liquor(lO,) ;all lu.,,._vureries such as furs jerelry etc(10% ) and 
this money when received to be put in paying 0f:f our loans- Here aeain 
we are saving money :for the t axpayers for the interest as I have 
mentioned before is costing over TTlO :ILLION DOLLARS a DAY/ 
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Another saving .:.,. :r D SAVIlW is the wor d we nmst keep in mind!!!! 
Let ' s put the Governmen t on a busines s - like basis ftor , after al l , 
it i s the biggest business in the wor l d !! ! !We have t old everyone 
that c i garettes and e=cessive l i quor i s bad for them -- t hey know 
thi s - and. i f t:_e:- E _::.:.l wish to smoke and. drink l e t them .AND 
stop spend ing money ~r ir!g to s top i t through ar propriations in the 
mi ll i ons - afner a_:., these bad t h ings were here before Chri s t!!!! 
I also bel i eve o """c.:.-':izens wou l d like to live the i r own lives to 
a degree and not be;...,g -'-old h ow t o do i t . This c ould a l s o apply 
to our Foreign S::.-:- ::;::.on today - STOP telling coun triee h ow t o run 
their own coun r_ :r~L :;_r1....stead ass is t them when necessary . 
10- Savings - __ e_e .:_i,: now a b i ll that h a f:' b e en pass-ed by Congress 
that gives lCO e_e=~ ion from taxes on in terest eRrned. - $100 
for a sing_e pe::-so~ o~ 200 for a coupl e . This shoul d have rome 
real 0 Teeth" in .:. ~. .,iake the amount $500 f or ea ch i nd i v idua l on 
their savin~ . ~ e:::-e ::.::: some i nc en t i ve that i s worth whil e and 
wi ll help ~e ec no • ~~is shoul d only apply to p e op l e mcl( i ng 
$25,000 anQ less . 

Dea r friends , .:....es e a.:::-e z.. few of my platfor m - I am giving you 
solutions and. no-:; p:::-o= ses . Thank you for l istening. " THE END. 

I, as a vo t er 1-;o·lc. :.ike my Pres i dent to be to g ive me sol utions 
fus teed of ~ romises f:'O I am stating the above - Ma ny of thes e 
suggest i ons nay -Je -:-rong BUT t he idea i s very v ery good. P l ease 
underst~d and ::o::-giv e :ne i I hav e over- stepped my rights . AND 
be l ive it or not, I - G~e many other suggesti ons !!! ! !! 

So s incerely 

J une 29th , 1980 
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. . What remains astonishing is how slow 
the world has been to iearrl the lesson of 
Hitler. 

At , any rate the rulers of the Soviet 
'Union have never made ahy secret -about 

_ their ambitions for conquest. .Ih Marxist 
theory _comhmnism need only .wait fot the 
"internal contradictions' '' of the capitalist 

. West to cause its collap~e: Tn practice the. 
men in tlie Kremlin, without any dissimu
lation about it, have built a huge military 
force with the intention of speeding the 
Western collapse by force when.ever and ' 
.wherever .the opportunity presents. 

Thus far they lia:ve skillfully used Hit
ler's increinental techhiqtie. 1h tlie.chaotic 
aftermath of Worjd War. U they seizetl haif 
of Westetri Europ,e; including mtich of Ger· 
many, and all of Poland, Hungary, Czecho0 

slovakia. Tfie~ missed AO.stria only by a 
hliscalcµlation _ antl Yugoslavia only be-
cause of Tito. - · _ a 

at · Elsewhere tl:iey have extended their 
as · reach wherever Opporfunity presented, -
he from CUba to Afghanistan. They assumed 
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that if they followed eaeih nioble with 
peace-loving words none would arouse 
peace-loving pepples to tliefr own defense. 
If imitation is the b_est forni of flattery Hit-
ler would admire his former -foe , ' 

· · For those of a certain age this is _bourid 
tb leave a sense of deja vu. A• traveler in 
Europe this spring, for example, follnd 
llimself amid ceremonies marking the 40fh 
anniversary of Hitler's "blitzkrieg"; in 
Holland there was a special celebrat10n of 

. the :Elli anniversary of its !ibera:t~on at 
war's end. · Evecyv,:here the prayets -~aid 
:lnever again.'.' Yet 'almost evefyw.here too 
there was a reluctahce, as there was 40 
years ago, to man the' ramparts ·against 
another formidable ,foe. 

Of course as belor.e there ~re warning 
voices. In Britain Sir John Hackett, fbi'tnet 
British commfillder in NATO; has drawn a· 
familiar scenario for World Wat Ill. In 
West Germany Franz , Jo_seph Strauss, 
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.Lesson,From uMein Kampf" 
Hardly anybody, so it seems, reads 

"Mein Kampf ' any more. There's a 1962 
edition still in print but it isn1t stocked by 
two local bookshops arid at the town li· 
brary no one could recall when there' last 
was a request ror it. \ ' , ' 

That's n9t too surprising. Adolf Hitler's 
prot1e was prolix, his narrative rambling 
antl l'tis rhetorical style ranting. For • the 

, modern reader, Hitler's ravings .must now 
seem totally irrelevant. After all, we all 

. now know how the story came out. So 
_there's not -even suspense left in the ac· 
count of tlii's Austrian House painter plan
ning to rule the world . 

Yet it1s a pity "Mein kampt ' has been 
so completely forgotten. For there remains 
in it a lesson that is very relevant indeed 

. .to our own times. ' 
Published in 1924, ''Mein Kampf" ("My 

struggle") was written while Hitler, ihen 
ill his inid0thirties, :was in prison for an 
aportive effort to overthrow the Bavarian 
government. The story of his \ife up to that 
point, even as he tells it, is that of a misfit 
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leader of the opposition, cries the danger in 
tlie Soviet arms buildup. I!! ou~ own coun· 
try there are those, including a former Sec
retary of State and a former President, 
who urge us to those ramparts that we not 
tempt a foe by being weak. 

· Btit in many quarters all who speak ~o . the 
are branded as . "hawks," a pejorative 
term. Its intended implication is that' ahy· 
oii_e_ Wht> argues ~e -~need to build up the 
rtJilitary defenses of the •w~ is ·someone 
who woilld lead us to war. Anyohe '"<~o 

who failed in 'almost everything he tried. 
But by .the time the world begar! to pay at
tention, a decade later; this Ad~lf Hitler 
was the Fuhrer of 'the German Reich, soon 
to be the conqueror of all EUrope. 

* * * What 1s fascinating about that prisQil· 

suggests that Soviet ambitions are what 
fhey have always said they were, that their 
huge rearmament program is not purpose
less, is decried as art.alarmist. . · . 

Thi~-mood is; I recognize, undelstanda-
_ ble. You cannot look at the well-tended 
fields df Franee and Germany, or the tulip 
fields of Hoilahd, without a feeling of hor
ror that tliey might be overrun again• by 
tanks and, marching .troops as they have 
been over and over. And when all is serene 
the temptation is to believe that earth-
quakes never come, that :volcanos never 
·erupt. 

All the same I find it surprising, in Eu
rope especially, that sb soon after the ag
ony of World War II the lesson of "Mein 
Kampf" shouid be so quickly forgottert. . ( 
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written book ls that in it Bitler tolti the 
world exactly what he iritend!!d to do .and 
how· lie lntehded to do 1t, He told how he 
woWd undermine the Weimar Republic, 
arouse the German people demoralized in 
tlie aftermath of World War I, seize control 
of the gov:ernment and, using the Nazi 
Party of his own devising, make himself 
absolute dictator. _ 

He explained how, once master of Ger· 
many, lie would proceed to divide and con

. quer Europe. He outlined the teclmique of 
advancing boldly in small but increasing 
increments of conquest, no one of which
as he foresaw-would ~eem to the Euro
pean powers worth a war to halt. After 
each one fie would pause, publicly for
swearing further ambitions, until ready for 
the next step. It worked from the seizure of 
the Rhineland, to Czechoslovakia to Aus
tria. 
· He was equally frank about hfs internal 
plans for Germany. Foreshadbwed there 
was even what became his "final solution" 
of the._"JeWish prpbleni.1

' 

, What was astonishing about . all this is 
that. the world-including its statesrnen-
read-- '!iM"i""'-Ra nJt\ ti' 
anybody believed him. Few believed him 
because nobody wanted to believe him. In 
France, in Great Britain, in the United 
States th.ere was no effort to prepare for 
war-'until it was too late to avoid the holo
caust of world war. 
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R. Emmett Tyrrell Jr. 
Tho··_ . .. 

----· __ e ... ne Man 
For the Joh 

~.At State ., 
~,-. "The trou~le with the future," French essay
:; ,ist Patil Valery sagaciously observed, "is that- it 
:,;is not what it used to be"-a sobering thought 
.,,. ,that,-and one that commends itself to all Ronald 
; Reagan's foreign policy advisers and to Reagan 
·;.:himself. In pursuit of a peaceful and prosperous 
,: ·_ f'uture, Rea~an•s most important cabinet ap
: . pointment-if he ever male~ one-will be his 

. , .. secretary of state. An American president can . 
::i,~indulge the pols' traditional lust for tomfoolery 
-· ... Jn almost any other area and all it costs his loyal 

. su1>jects is money, convenience and liberty. In 
; ~e _ar.~a o_f foreign policy, it costs lives, now
. adays milliorui of lives: · · · -

t,.t the State Department,America must hav.e . 
a man who -~ommands respect, in ·Europe, Mos

.; cow a,n~. ~ekmg. '.Qie next_ secr_etary of state will 

.. _.be pre~1dmg oyer a department demoralized ui 
~•.-some ar~ and trivialized= ln others. He will 
,...:,,have to be able to a~ister .and.revise it. Dur
-~-~-g the next four Ycears, the American military-. 
.-;i~• !or the first time 1n the postwar period, be · 
<:" ip!er1or to that of the Soviet Union. The next, 

secretary of state must, therefore, understand 
"',, d.iplomacy, strategy !llld miliiary balance. Final
.,~}Y, hew~ h~ve to und~rstand the tensions and 
-~- commqrucat1ons channels that exist between • 
·::Jhe White House and Congress. . . · 

· Who is _the man for this job? Alas, George C. 
~ars~ll ts dead, .J:ohn Quincy .Adams is in the 

_;:., s~me. ~fortunate. conditiOll. In Aitierica to-~ay;: .. 
-;-. t~e p1ckil;lgs are shm. Yet I have a recommenda-. ·. ·. 
• ~yon. I recommend Alexander Haig. · 
_ ·-~- IncEurope, Haig is respected at every gev~rp- .. 
.•. .E1ental _level. Moreover, . as · ioriner supreme 
,.~mmander of NATO, .he is esteemed by large , . 
-" pumbers of ordinary citizens. He himself has a 
.,~.peep knowledge.and understanding of the.Sovi-

et Uni?n, 
0 
the Middle East, China· and Europi 

. . There lS none· of the sophomoric dreaminess in · 
::::ni~ that c?aracterizes Jimmy. Carter's foreign · 
•:!·- po~1cy geniuses, and wl).en in Poland he would 
.• prmg along a proper translator. . . . , :. 

::_ ___ Haig Imows.ttie military. He un~erstands geo- .. · 
~-politics and has a solid grasp on diplomac;y. That 
.,: .. he was an understu\1,y with Nixon and Kissinger , 
·, only increases his heft in foreign :Policy circles 
.~. abroad. In the 1960s, hf made. ·his way .U.P 
:,..., tnrough the Pentagon bureaucracy and th~,Na
-- fional Security Council,11roving his .understand-

ing of bureaucratic ways. During ·his last years 
in Washington, he worked both in_the executive 

.:.:,branch and-'Wit11 Congress. In an era when Con

.:' · gress has.~arrogated a large role in foreign poli
'! ' .. cy-making, such firsthand knowledge . of t_he 
·; ,···honorable representatives' touchy ways is inval0 

:..::-uable. Finally, '.Haig lxas carried tiimself through 
''''a long J>Ublic life with_ dignity, . displaying 

. strength and flexibility ,tnat does no violence to 
" "l"rincip1e. '., .... ? •• 

The inhabitants of the world'.s f.preign minis-
tries have become increll,singly alarmed by t , 

.,. America'.s eccentric ,performa~ce on the w-9rld 
:. stage. -They are coming 'fo see' us as a nation 
~-"· ~bounding in bizarre . enthus_~sts, _Haig i~ tl;le 
-·, only candi(\ate for .State,who m1ght. lnstantly set 
·•· our allies' ·apprehensions to rest ·witho~t cre!lt• 
.. ~- ing an enormous.furor at home. 
; - The only other candidate for Sblte possessed 

of this urgent attribute is, of· -course,- Heney · · 
Kissinger. Yet somehpw Henry, .. the fabled 
charmer of all Georgetown. has managed the Re 

~:.;.• amazing feat of becoming persona non grata tj) 
·· '.' i'1lalf the liberals of the republic . and to half the J.' 

,- ,· conservatives. Werehe to be returned to his old .... · 
i: • . chair in the State .Department, conservatives 
·:Land· liberals might promptly begin.kiUing'each 
"''' other. · · · 
-:,:,,, Antl ·so, ladles ind .. gentlemen, 1 give you Sec- N, 
... · ·retary of State Alexander Haig. Every colum- 'n11 

":,· rust should make it a practice_ to say something . in! 
••" -constructive at least once a-year; here is my' stab ti1 
"~~:-at it, 'The case for Haig strik~ ID~· as intelligent :m, 
--•-and _compelling; l. therefore ·do lipt wince .at er: 

- -·",';n-aking it. · · " . , 
·~1, ':· :Naturally, given the novel standards of Alper• of 
~:.}lcan.politics,..my case wouldbe strengthened if I . pol 
-✓- could report that Haig is a woman,0for it 11eems-. he 
'r". ,to be a desideratum of the utmost urgency with .tit 
..,_,._,. many pundits that Reagan choose his cabinet on in 

the basis of sex. Alas, all availabie evidence .sug- ' ei1 
gests that Haig is a male, nothing more. This tr, 

. sho_rtcllming cai:i on}y be overcome with the 
_..-,;.:<'"greatest ~iculty and, if it were, 1 am not sure 0

· Ca 
::1.thafforeign diplomats would understand. fee 
'- t<'·"" For a change, the :A:nietican pundits are going th: 
, it,,to have to take ~he worl_d as it js. llaig would to 
~~ J>ring dignity, prud€nce and professionalism to Pa 
e_btfr,,, · .. ~ - - • -an 
.. ,,;,,., ~e conduct of_Ainerican foreign policy. That 1s, m: 
~.r ,_-at this polnt in our history, quite en(?Ugh. 
:.!J.,i,._,._._ -· ~ ' > ~- - ~ 
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1,na ]!;vans and Kobert Novak 

h eagau: Better Thau His AdVisers , .. 
Ronald Reagan's decision to keep Wil- gan wants to be president.,.That l~on · 

1iam Brock as Republican national chair- has been learned during the past two 
man a£ter all corrects two widespread years by longtime associates heaved · 
misconceptions, showing that Reagan is · overboard by Reagan as excess baggage. 
a better politician than supposed and These lessons are intrinsically more . 
that his political operation may be worse important than who occupies the office 
than its severest critics imagine. of national chairman, which is mainly 

Shortcomings of his political high eom- intramural politics. Although Brock's 
mand were revealed in _ unanimous ad- ability either to llurt or to help Rea
vice that he needlessly outrage party gan's campaign is minimal; hisJate wclS' 
moderates by dumping Brock. Besides closely watched by politicians as a test 
failing to recognize these consequences, of Reagan and his ca~paign staff. 
Reagan's senior advisers were guilty of Whatever they -may say now, all Rea- · 
naivete, While dumping Brock, they gan's senior staffers urged him. to re-, 
were trying to hire his closest friend and nege on his month-old promise to re- · 
associate, William Timmons. tain Brock. Apart from failing to antic-

In overriding this advice, Reagan is ipate the firestorm within the ):leptib
aot the marionette liberals take him for lican Party, their ineptitude is. reflect
but a ·politician who covets the presiden- ed in the simultaneous effort to enlist 

· cy. "I never appreciated before," one Bill Timmons as Reagan's national 
moderate Republican deeply involved in political director. Timmons was invited 
the.Brock affair told us. "how much Rea- to ~alifornia the same week Brock was 

to be administ~red the coup de grq.ce. ' , 
That ~o.uld be asking. Butch Cassidy 

to join the posse b~ore it l~ched' tl:J,e 
Sundance Kid. ,. Tiµimons; a ' sepioi 
Wliite -House aide ·mider -,onner ·presi
dents Nixon and Ford and 'BOW a Wash-, 
~on lebbyjst, was J3rock's lieutenant 
in :national· Y~umg Republican _politics 
<in the right-wing S~dicate fac~i:>ntin, 
the early .1960s and Jater w;ts his con~ 
1gre~sional ' aid.e. The .two .'f¢nnesseans 
· remain fatimatepol,itical collabarators. · 

_. In Los Angeles last weelc, two of the 
Reagan campa\gn triumvirs-:,-William 

1Casey · and .Edwin Meese-ur~ently 
sought Timmons' expertise and- pres
t'ige !the third, Dr, Rkhard Wirthlin, 
Wl!S ill.J Reagan -insiders believe the 
decisive thrust was delivered by Tim
mons when, he made dear to Casey and 
Mees.e that whatever slimpr:ospect they 
had of jetting him to walk away froµ, 

• I ,r' ,·.: 

his business would ·disappear the mo- the day. That certainty derived fro,01 . This clasbes with the myth, held b 
ment Brock was axed. , Reagan's presumed manipulability. friend and foe, of a Reagan no bette1. 

•Simultaneously, Gerald Ford, about' to Ideology was not the issue in the~ than the men who advise him. If few 
undergo _;knee surgery; told a friend he affair. But while ideological strife is de- Critics;would gree publicly' that Rea
woul(l,,c_onsi,der it ·~a personal affront" if ·. clining in tlie Grand Old Party, factions: gan ISi' '.as one respected reporter re
bis ;endorsement · of Reagan were fol,, formerly based on.ideology endure. Rea- cently ·wrotei -"an ign~ramus," :many 
~wed~qx' .Brock's pur.ge. Party 6',erais gan's choice, in spurning Laxalt's advice, . wotild agree ~ _private. The benign side 
and moderates, never before known .as was strictly a political one. Although ,of th~JnclictJllent is the assumption1>y 

, ~roc~biles but-IQQking fQ.r an ·excuse Brock's .foes were-interested in avenging ,· many. pro-R~gan · economists t_hat~ge 
to desert -Reagan; declared solemnly that old gtievarices and achieving new party . would dilute'5md downgrade his 30:per

, this would alienate them, irrevocably. control; Reagan followed a different' cent, tnreiyhar tax cut once tliey inter-
:Early ReaganbaclcersJn Congress <Rep. agenda:togetel~ vened-and t heir disappointment that 

· .J'ack-i{emp, Rep; Tom Evans and Sen. This has been the pattern for two he has not done so. ,. 
0rrin Hatch) pleaded for Brock. years•during which Reagan fired trust- . In sticking to conservative-populist 

Yet .all such advice seemed futile in .etl aides at the insistence of campaign economic views that helped get him 
the 'face of a contrary position by Sen. manager John Sears, 'who branded nominate,d and in retaining Brock, Rea
Paul 'Laxalt of ·evada, the Reagan them liabilities, and then fired Sears gan showed that the problem js not 
campaign's .national chairman in 1980 when he himself became a liaQility. Reagan bu~ his, · advisers. While he 

. as in 1976 and a man much beloved by Once Reagan perceived the furor in- staved off disaster in the Brock affair, 
Ron .and Nancy Reagan. Backed by side the Republican Party that would · it enlarged the doubts about the cam

,. such ,stalwarts as Meese and Lyn Nof- be set off by Brock's purge,.he did not paign's readiness for J~y Carter. " 

. ~er.""""' seemed certain to ~ry besitateioke~r ~ ."":"".":v 
, ' !- / 
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1iteagan Staff: Hesitant, Faction-Ridden 
By•Lou C:mnon 

' w,Mlnirlon POiit e,arr Wrtnr 

LOS ANGELES, June 21- A> Roll' 
Id Reagan campaigned throughouL 
be East this week describing fbe defi• .. 
lencies of .President Carter. some --Of 
he problems of Reagan 's candidacy 
ecame increasingly evidenL 
Reagan demonstrated he could meet 

astern Politicians and publishers and 
merge intact, but his campaign or
anization here remains hesitant. Iac
.on-ridden and financially bard· 
ressed. 
A month after he clinched the Re

ublican presidential nomination, 
.eagan is still without a full-time po
tical director:. His campaign plan [or 
1e fall is incomplete. His scbeduJe is 
ncertain, and there are conflict& be
»een the scheduling office and state 
olitical directors. The candidate re• 
tains poorly briefed on issues he has 
een discussing througho ut the year. 
A political bromide says a campaign 

in't any better than its candidate. In 
.eagan's case, there is little doubt 
1at the candidate has been much bet
!r than his campaign. 
·'The candidate bas been carrying 

s," acknowledged a Reagan aide this 
,eek. "The question ls whether be 
an carry us very far against a presi• 
ent who knows how to use his incum• 
ency and has a top campaign staff." 
Some worried Republicans here 

,ould trade the electoral votes on a 
afe Rock31 Mountain state for a litUe 
r the political expertise that sur
ounds Carter. "We don't have a Ham 
ordan, a Bob Strauss, a Jody Powell," 
ays one well-placed Reagan worker. 
They would be tough to compete 
gainst even if he had an experienced 
-olitical team. And we don't." 

In many,. respect&, Reagan's organl
ations still suffers from the after
hocks of a series or sta(( shakeups 
bat began last year and culminated 
•i th the firing o( campaign manager 
ohn P. Sears and .two other top aides 
n Feb. 26, the day or Reagan's win in 
be ~ew Hampshfre primary. Since 
hen, various aides and factions have 

Afghan Week 
Set for July 
tJnlied Pn:11 Jnter naitona l 

The week of J uly 21-27, when 
the Moscow Olympics open, 
will be "Afghanistan Relief 
Week'' in the United States, 
six members of Congress an
nounced yesterday. 

President Carter agreed to 
proclaim the special week to 
honor American Olympic ath• 
letes and to help raise funds 
to ald Afghan refugees. they 
u.id. 

The presidential proclama
tion was reques ted by Reps. 
Lester Wollf (D-N.Y.), and Mil
li.cent Fenwick (R-N.J .) and 
Se.n.s. Jacob Javits (R-N.Y.), 
Charles Percy (R·Ill .), Clai
borne Pe11 (D-R.1.). and James 
Exon ID.Neb.). 

Them.in concern of those familiar 
with the Reagan campa1e,an is that val• 
uable orp.niLl.tional time may bave 
been squandered. wasting the advan
tage that Sen. Edward M. Kennedy's 
still unresolved challenge to Carter 
would seem to have given Reagan and 
the Republican PartY. 

ReagaD political operatives In the 
::field have had no leader since field di

.....rector Andy Carter quit a month ago, 
and state campaign organJzers still 
don"t know where Reagan will concen
u-ate his efforts. 

Because the spendinz limits of the 
federal campaign law make it difficult 
for a.ny presidential challenger to 
compete everywhere at once, Reagan's 
state campaign organizers want to 
know the taraet atates as soon as pos
sible. 

"lt's obvious you can't run a fu11-
fledl[ed campaign In 50 states on S30 
million," says Lyn ofztger, a long
time Reagan trouble-shooter who has 
been brought back Into the campaign 
to reorgamu the candidate's commu
nications dtvision. 

Othen in the Reagan entourage say 
that the problems ot the campaign, 
while serious. have been exaggerated 
because the campaign ta near the 
spending celling tor the primaries. As 
a result., the campaign has not been 
able to hire some of the new people it 
needs. 

These opttmists· predict that the J:tO
Jitiw operation will be on track when 
Wllliam Timmons, a former Nixon 
White House aide directing Republi
can Natiolll..l Conv-e.ntion operations 
for R- Is named political dittc
tor -uf the campaign near the end of 
the month. And they say that some of 
the present difflculnes a.rose from a 
circumstance that could not have been 
fore een - the sudden surgery 
needed by Reagan pollster-strategist 
Richard B. Wlrthlin at a time the cam
paign plan was being completed. 

Sen. Paul Laxalt (R- ev.~ a Reagan 
cocha.in:nan, believes that many or the 
campaign's organizational problems 
will be resolved by relocating the Rea
gan headquarten from Los Angeles to 
the Washington area. This week. the 
Reagan campaign toOt. over John B. 
Conna.Uy's former beac!ouartus in Ar
lingt.on, and the organization ii mov
ing there in stages. Reagan and h..i5 
wife,J.Vancy, will move to a temporary 
residence in the Wasb.ingt.On area in 
late August. 

Laxalt last week brought together 3 

dozen congressional issue& commi.tteeS" 
to o.dvise Reagan and ..a.id be e.xpecu 
them to provide quick-resp<>n.se assist
ance on issues, frequently lacking in 
the Reagan campaign. 

Whatever the deficienoes of his or
ganization. Reagan was in a happy 
mood as he returne<! Friday night 
from what might have been called 
''Eastern Establishment. Press and Re
publican Unity Week." 

Reagan met with the editonal 
boards or .maJor East Coast publica
tions, met with congressional suppon
ers in W ashingt.on. spoke at rallies in 
New York and Chicago and conterred 
with 13 Republican governors who 
pledged their support for the WI t:am
paign. 

pa·tential . president," says Reagan 
chief-of starf Edwin Meese. 

Reagan has a light campaign S~h~d- . 
ule this week and v.'ill [o11ow it wit.h 
a six-day vacation at the ranch of an 
old fri end, investment counselor wn. 
Ham Wilson, south of Nogales, Mexico. 

Reagan will return July 8 to what 
both be and his staff believe will .be a 
difficult campaign. 

T he expectation ts that Carter will 
effectively use his incumbency and 
that "some unanticipated major 
event," as Laxalt. calls it, wlll benefit 

the .President politically ln October. 
~l heu 1\1.ee .. e Wiis asketl ·in Vt' asrungu,n 
whether he thought such an event 
wo: Id occur, he replied with a smile. 
"You mean the day they release the 
hostages, cap Mount Sl. Helens ai,d 
find oil in the White Rouse?" 

Both Laxalt and Meese say that 
Reagan bas to go into the last weeks 
of the campaign well ahead if he is to 
win the election. 

As yet, however, there are few signs 
in Califomia that Reagan has put to
gether an organization that will help 
him get the lead. 
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~ Ronald Reagan, a loose-kn1 consensus 
s suggests, is bright but isn't a deep or intro

spective thinker. He is a thorough conserva
tive- whose policies and appointments would 

·• seek to veer the country to the right, but he 
s isn't a rigid ideologue. He generally sur· 

rounds him.,;elf with men-bee-has v:ery few 
womerl aides- of fairly high quality. but he 
doesn't always demand excellence from 
them. 

He is a devotee of the work ethic and the 
value of family-beliefs that play a large 
role in fashioning his conservative political 
philosophy. Mr. Reagan is exceptionally 
close to his wife, Nancy, one of his most im· 
portant political counselors. But relations 
are strained with several of his more mod· 
ern-minded children; his autobiography is 

11 full of adulation for Nancy but barely men· 
t tions his four children. 

"He Isn't a Hater" 
On a personal level, Ronald Reagan is 

undeniably a nice man. Political opponents 
say he is charming company, full of humor· 
ous stories and anecdotes stretching back to 
his days as a movie actor. "He isn' t a 
hater," Mr. Deaver says. "He believes 
there's good in almost everybody." 

By most accounts, he is comfortable with 
himself, in contrast to the last Californian to 
occupy the Wliite House. "The difference be· 
tween Nixon and Reagan is like day and 
night," says Caspar Weinberg~r. who served 
as Gov. Reagan's finance director and Pres· 
ident Nixon's budget chief. " Gov. Reagan is 
a very secure.man." 

Thus, unlike the case with many other re.
cent presidential aspirants, the central ques
tions about Ronald Reagan a~e less about 
his character than about his capacity. Does 
he possess the intellectual depth to handle 
the demands of the Oval Office? Can his 
conceptual ~p of foreign and domestic 
difficulties go beyond his effective, but su· 
perficial, one-liners? Is he so rooted in the 
slmplicitles of the past that he is blind to the 
complexities of the present and the future? 

"There are simple answers, just not easy 
ones," Mr. Reagan is fond of saying. 

Is Attitude a Virtue? 
To supporters, this attitude is a virtue ; 

he has an ability to talk about tough prob
lems in an understandable, common-sense 

1 fashion. But critics, who agree that with Mr. 
Reagan "what you see is what you get. " 
fear that this is the sign of a shallow and 

1 simple-minded person. 
Mr. Reagan's autobiogr?,phy, " Where's 

the Rest of Me?" is so full of banalities that 
it leaves the impression there isn't much 
else. On race relations, for instance, he sug· 
gests: "Among extremists, you' ll find no 
one who ever participated in athletics on a 
team that numbered among its personnel 

,s both Negroes' and whites." More than any
el thing else, this kind of statement reflects a 
n- naivete stemming from Mr. Reagan's per· 
.~ sonal compassion for most individuals. This 

compassion, be says, he inherited from his 
~ mother, whom he describes as a " natural , 

8 practical do-gooder. " 

~~ stl~:!~etJy ~~~~ct~ i::i:~:, r~ 
D. Roosevelt's famous "rendezvous with 

by destiny" remark-re-calllng bis father 's un
~ employment during the Depression and sub

f sequent job with the Works Progress Admin· 
:~r lstration. During Mr. Reagan's highly paid 

public-relations stint with General Ele-ctric 
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The Inner Reagan 
·t Likely Nominee Strikes 

People as a Secure Man 
With Simple Values 

:e 
11 
y 

n- But Some Wonder if He Has 
Depth of Understanding 
Needed to Be President e 

; Is He or Is He Not Rigid? 
'.111 

By ALBERT R. H UN1' 
,te !<la// Heyurter o/ TR• ll' ALL STRB•TJO.URN AI. 

ey Ronald Reagan, in his autobiography. 
on waxes nostalgic about his boyhood days in 
er. Dixon. UI.: '"There was the life that shaped 

my body and mind for all the years to 
g: come. . .. It was a good life. I never asked 
es. for anything more, then or now. " 

1er Today, Ronald Wilson Reagan is asking 
ix- for more: the presidency. But those senti
ial ments from a book written 15 years ago still 
.se ring true. The 69-year-old Mr. Reagan, who 

m Tuesday's primaries just about sewed up 
the Republican presidential nomination. em
bodies the old-fashioned values and beliefs 
of those simpler times. On the. campaign 
trail, he dwetls as much on the salad days of 

;e the past as on the uncertainties of the fu-
ture. , 

·e '"It's important to see Ronald Reagan as 
:s a kid growing up in the 1920s in. small-town 
c- lllinois," says Fred Dutton, a Washington 
•. lobb}ist and a liberal Democrat. "He has 

the genuine American virtues of verities of 
g that period ... As a member of the California 
s Board of Regents. Mr. Dutton clashed' with 

then-Gov. Reagan, but fie acfmires him as a 
e political performer. 

ln ron\"ersations with dozens of Mr. Rea-
gan's allies and adversaries and with per

sonal as well as poli t
i cal acquaintances, a 
picture emerges of a 
shrewd but simple 
and straightforward 
man devoid of hidden 
motivations. " What 
you see is what is, .. 
says a longtime Rea
gan adviser, Michael 
Deaver. 

This simplicity 
makes Mr. Reagan 
unusual among re
cent presidential can
didates. And it draws 
a stark contrast with 
his probable chief ri· 

rnl in the general election, President Carter. 
a man of considerable political and personal 
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The Inner Reagan: Likely Nomine 
Seen as Open Man of Simple Value 

Co11ti11ued From First Page 
Co. in the 1950s, his philosophy began shift
ing sharply to the light, and he became a 
registered Republican in 1962. 

When he · was California governor. 
though, some analysts questioned the depths 
of his pew philosophy. Former State Sen. 
Peter Behr. a liberal Republican, once 
mused: "If you walked through Ronald Rea
gan's deepest thoughts, you wouldn't get 
your ankles wet. " Today, Mr. Behr de· 
sclibes the former governor as a " very 
quick study but riot a man of any depth." 

Similarly, Democratic Congressman An· 
thony Beilenson, a state legislator duling 
the Reagan years, between 1967 and 1975, 
asserts that Mr. Reagan " came. into office 
with certain biases and left eight years later 
with the same biases." 

A more detached perspective is offered 
by Alan Post, once the respected legislative 
analyst for the California legislature and 
now retired. " Ronald Reagan is an intelli
gent guy, though by no means blilliant," 
Mr. Post says. "But sometimes he hangs on 
to .his simple preconceived ideas. For exam
ple, duling the welfare fights, the facts 
sometimes would point to a otally different 
direction, but he was absolutely determined 
that he was light." 

Moreover, Mr. Reagan isn't a man or di· 
verse interests ; his three self-desclibed 
loves are drama, sports and politics. Aides 
indicate that his reading is limited almost 
totally to current events. " Politics domi· 
nates most discussions with Ronnie," says 
his close fliend Charles Wick, a Los Angeles 
investment counselor. 

Newspapers and Human Events 
Mr. Reagan is a voracious reader of 

newspapers- and conservative1 peliodicals, 
such as Human Events, the entertaining but 
shlill bible of light-wing Republicanism. Be
tween campaign stops, he is seen carefully 
clipping and undelining Human Events com
mentalies. One aide laments, " He even be· 
µeves most of that stuff. " 

This causes some critics to suggest that 
the former mo,ie actor's culiosity is limited 
to conservative dogma. But Reagan defend
ers object to any portrait of a narrow man. 
They con tend that he loves to discuss ideas 

· on a wide valiety of topics and that he now 
is avidly following the economic dialogue be
tween conve·ntional conservatives and the 
neoconservative economists. 

" Ronald Reagan is really stimulated by 
economics," says Rep. Jack Kemp, the New 
York Republican who populalized the mas
sive-tax-cut theory. "He grasps complicated 
economic theolies easily." (Mr. Reagan 
graduated from Eureka College, Illinois, in 
1932 witli an economics degree. l 

Supporters also note that he mastered 
many of the difficulties of state government 
duling his years in Sacramento. "He quickly 
learned you just can' t push buttons to. solve 
problems," says one Beaganite. And Alan 
Post says, ::-While he came in with o11Jy a ru· 
dimentary understanding, he did learn a 
great deal about state government. " , 

Mr. Reagan has a truly absorptive mind. 
He is able to toss out myliad facts and fig-

ures-oflen relating to the evils of big 
ernment or the Soviet threat abroad
without benefit of his celebrated lour·b! 
inch index cards. 

But there is a stubbornness in Rt 
Reagan that causes him sometimes to 
with these memorized facts even when 
are patently false. For example, he co 
ued to insist he won reelection in 1970 b 
most one million votes even alter i 
pointed out that the actual margin was . 
hall that. This is stubbornness. not dece1 
ness; even most of Mr. Reagan's ene, 
acknowledge his rock-ribbed integli ty. 

To some people such. stubbornness c 
bined with Mr. Reagan's firm views. : 
;:ei,.:S th_at Mr. Reagan is a rigid ideolo1 
and Mr. Reagan's conservative campi 
rhetolic deepens those fears. Some of 
own. backers worry that in the general e 
!ion Mr. Reagan might stick to . rheto 
especially in the national-security area, 1 
could alarm some voters. "I have ni1 
mares of the White House charging t 
Reagan wants to blow up Poland," says 
supporter, " and he'll get his back up : 
leave the impression that he only wants 
hit Krakow." 

Yet it 's widely agreed, based on his 
terms as governor, that Ronald Rea, 
campaigns a lot more conservatively tl 
he governs. Nobody argues that he i! 
closet liberal or even a moderate, but mi 
Reaganites say he isn't a hard-line, unyif 
ing light-winger. 

Away From Shoals 
"Gov. Reagan has a philosophical rudd 

and it guides him," Mr. Weinberger saJ 
" He holds his beliefs very deeply. But ii th 
rudder is going to dlive him into some rocl 
shoals, he steers away. He recognizes th 
in government you can' t have everythi1 
you'd like." 

As governor, in opposing a state wi tl 
holding tax, he insisted that his position wi 
"locked in concrete," hut subsequently ru 
visers persuaded bim to accept the tax. I 
other major tax and welfare measures, h 
gave the Democratic-dominated legislatur 
as much as he got from it. 

The Reagan rhetoric also can mislead. 
California, he constantly railed against th 
state universities, but his policies were f 
more supportive and moderate. 

Mr. Reagan fancies himself a superb ne
gotiator, according to aides. He has a gell'J.
inely congenial personality, but he doesn' 
revel in the give and take of politics. " He 
doesn't dislike politicians · the way I tblcit 
Jimmy Carter· does, but neither does 
identify with them," one aide says. Ano the: 
aide suggests: 

"li you give Ronald Reagan the choice..- ' 
sitting around with some gas,~ 
dants or a bunch,.oL _. regislators, 
take:-the-gas·statlon attendants every !Ul1tc. 

'lbe Eisenhower Approach 
- ·u-his perf.9rmance as governor serres -

a guide, a President Reagan would be 
like a corporate chief executive. de!~ 
much autholity to his Cabinet. " Rea -
approach to governing is probably nearer 



~tephen Millet 

How Iqtell~gent ])O~S a]?reside:q.i iia:ve to ];le? 
i ~ 

ln recent weeks, as tte nomin;ition of R,onald 
Rea,gl,ln µas become certain, the Wjly the pres~ 
writes about h,im has ~hanged subtly. Rarely is he 
descriJ:>~fl as ;m, jd~plogu,f;_ 11arely is b~ de~P~i~ed as 
a man too old to be 1>res1dent, Rather, 1t 1s often 
hinted that he is not bright enough f pr the jop, He 
is a nlce ~an who means well, it 'iii often said, l;mt 
he does not have the intellectual capa,city to grasp 
the comple~ issues of th,e day-J:>oth qomestic ,apd 
foreign. 

Th.es~ h,in,s. do not mean that the pres$ is out' to 
get Reagan. To some degree, sµch insinuationii are 
iµevitijJ*, given Reaga_p.'.§ baokgrQund a:pd politi
cal s.t11nce. ~oth hi11 acaderi11c recQ{~,. which was · 
undistingµished, and bis subsequent career as a 
inovie actor, do not reassure peQple tbat he is a 
man fit for the high~st office; Moreover, Reagan 
belongs to th!3 right wigg of thf;! ReJ?ublican Party, 
and jp1111na~ists pave ~lW~YS regarded Republicans 
as generally stupider t.han Democrats-with right- · 
W!pg Republfc11ns qsµ1;1lly oopsidered the stupidest 
of th,em all. "l'fe;1nqevtha1'1 is c1n epithet often ap
plied to right-wing R,epublicans, wherel\S left-wing 
Democrats 1;1re never thought to be stupid-only 
naive and misgujqed. , -

perhaps Reaga:p is qot jpteU~gent eµough to be 
presidept, but how . intelligent does a president 
have to be? No one would want a stupid maJl to be . 
president, but jt doe~ not fol\ow that the smarte~t 
men are always the qiost prudent and discerning· 
po,litiC1'1 thjnkers or actors, ~artin Heidegger anq. 
Jean-Pa-qi Sartre, two of the most intelligent men 
of the century, are not known for their political 
acuuien; the former waxed enthusiasttc about Hit
ler, and th,e latter-uQtll ttie last days of his life
was insistent that the Soviet Union waii a "progres
sive" state. Brilliant people-from Bertrand Rus-

. seJI to AntJioµy Blunt-have often been politically 
foplish. As Saql Bellow nas said, "A great de11I of in
telligence cap be inye~ted in ignorance when ·the 
need for iP'll-ston is deep,'"" 
· Have the best American presidents been noted 

for their inteliigenoe? Ai loolc- ' at the h~stor.icaf ·:rarely pefSuasiv~, He was hel!l in bigh esteem WY' a ,. -' 
record gives us no cle;u1answers. Lincoln propably , band of devoted af:lmirers, Jmt µe was 'hated by ,1n 
had the most pro(oµnd miµd of ~11 :American presi• · many others-eventually by JJ1any in his own 
dents and he clearly waii a gniai presjdent. Wil~Qq party. He was alsq, a :qian. ot poor jµdgmertt, often 
was higllly intelligent, l>U:t. I can· think of sever~- choosing to assQfiate 'himself with, men who dam• " 
less inteJUgent pre~i<tents . whop) I woq}d rate , · , aged his own reputation. · , . , _; , • , •. 
apove him-Eisenhower,, for one. ·washington was·' ,, :( Intellige~c~. t,heu, is. only one of a num~ ttt , 

1 
a great president, b1~t he was not nearly so brilliant- ··characteristic$ that a ·)Jlan 'Sµoµld possess in order · 
as some of the men w,119 surro~nded him, espe• y; •to be a good pre$iqent. He needs. tp be a man who 
cjally Hamilton. · is comfortable with himself, so that he can take ad-

One of the ~pst J:irilliant A.mericans, of hji, day, vice from those wpo ar,e his inteUeptµ11l 11µperiors.
Hamilton woqld bav~ Il\ade ,, a poor pr!;!sident. He needs also to.be a tilan,ofprugence and cour

"Why? Because he did, nqt pps~~sii a trait tha~ I re- age-,,.knowing when to court public opinion and 
. call ~eing graded for ... in public school; works and when to ignore i~, . 
plays well with others. ijafuilton lacked the politi- Finally, he should be an ~~eri~nced p9litiCidl11t- " 
cal temperaijlent; hti, man11:er was such that h~'was well versed i11, the c1rt of poli~ical maneuvering, as .' 

· Franklin Roosevelt was1 Politics, as Michael Oake-
shott b~s '.said, is an art, not .a scien.ce. It cannqt be , : 
taµght, and the,skills Jie,eded to perfollm it success.: ': 1 

fully cannot even be carefully 'defined. It is an art · · · i I ' \, 
that one learns tilowly after, pra~ticing it fpr many ,';\ 
years. . ·_ ·,t 

William Bµc}{Jey once .said that he'd rather be 
g1>verned · by the first ·100 names in the Boston 
pho11e J:)ook than by the Harvard faculty. I'm not 
sure aj)out that; they might pe eqµally J:>ad. I would 
put it- another way: I'd rather be governed by 'pro
fessional politicians than by political scientists. The ' 
latter may contribute to our understanding of poli- ,.;I 

tics, bµt it is doubtful' that they would be 
good political actors. 

All things being equal, a president who 
reads history ann ppilosophy is to be pre

f erl!ed to a president who·reads mysteries and 
· westerns, but all things are never equal. We 

, sho4ld rememper tp.at many ingredients go 
into the JJ1alclng of a ,gQod J;:>resideflt, and in
.teIUgenpe is only one of them. 

The writer is · a resident fellow at t/1e , 
American, Enterprise Institute for Ptlblic 1 · I' . 
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.lo_seph Kraft 

Can Reaga~ 
Colltrol His 
Own Right? 

How bad .can a man be whose idea or a 
fun evening is to go home, put on his 
'jamas and watch ''Little House on the 
'Prairie"? 

I have been asking myself that questjon 
about .Ronald Reagan for some time, and I 
now have an answer in the-form of another 
question. The other question is: can.ID>nald 
Reagan control his own right wing? · 

By himself, Reagan makes a pretty poor 
excuse Ior a menace. He comEjS on warm · 

· and friendly and with the decent.instincts 
of 1:he Midwestern small town. While he 
seems to lack truly intimate friends, noth
ing in 'his record announces that he is~to 
cite qualities associated with three recent 
presidents-mean, vicious or megaloma-
niacial. · 

As governor of California, he was far 
less silly than he sounded. His appoint
ments -were on the whole good appoint• 

• ments. He did no· serious damage to the 
university. If he saved money on welfare, 
-as he claims, it was in large part because 

· he.accepted provisions made by the Demo
cratic majqrity in the legislature that-by. 
funding abortions-drastically reduced 

•the .number of children on the public as-
: sistance rolls. . 

Even though he is often misinformed on 
, details,llis errors of lact turn out to be in-. . .. 
significant. For example, -he was wrong in · 
asserting th_at Vi(ltn~ veterans are not 

· eligible for the benefits of the GI Bill of 
Rights. But the general point he sought to 

ttm1
1
1, malce was right on-namely, that the 100 1 

· country needs to do more to keep up its 
reserve forces. 

r ·or au UU:ie l""t4~U:,U"0t &ill \;,.l.~;1; 11u -

paint Reagan as a black villain don't come 
off. They turnlnto quibbles about what he 
really · said and really meant. They con• 
v:ince orilyi;he already convinced. 

Still if '.Reagan-as-bad-guy is a myth, 
· :there· really and tru\y .is s,uch a thing as. 

the far .right wing Cif the Republican 
·Party.Its members adhere to a-wide range 
. of -ideas obnoxious to a just government 
and a 'decent society. They are-dead seri
ous .in then: beliefs, and they line 11p be
hind Reagan with an intent to assume· 
mastery 9f government and shape na

. tiOnal policy. .. 
In the economic field, the far right posi

tion ls well defined, It is the position as
sociated ~th Prof. Arthur Laffer of the· 

. Univ,arsity of ,Southern California. The 
''Laffer Curve" purports to demonstrate . 
that the tax s.ystem is so inefficient that 
big cuts m business levies would actually 
yield more revenues. · 
· That proposition is repudiated by al
most aJl ser-iou~. ~<:;onomi$ts, inct4ding-on 
"Meet t_he f.r~s" thi,5 past Sunday-for
tp.er secretacy_ of the Treasury George 
Shtdtz. As~Sht:iltz pointed out, unless tax 
cuts are.closely Iliiked with spending cuts, 
they would ,generate ruinous :inflation. 
But the absolute need.for such linkage is 
<not acknowledged by the far right. 

In foreign policy~ too, there is an estab
'lished right-wing position. It is a position 
·rooted :in. blihcl ideological anti-commu
:nism and favored by many of Reagan's ad
, visers. It finds e~pression in several.disas
trous notions. 

! One is tbe idea· that this country should 
'forget about easing tensions and deliber-
'' ately engage thq Russians in an all-out: . D, 
·arms race designed to 'Tun them into the 
•ground. .l\nother is the -notion that the 

1 United States should give Communist 
China the wet mitten because Peking lacks 
ideological purity. Then there is the con-
ceit that the United States should resume 

· · development of anti-ballistic misslle~ n< 
st-ep sure to yie1d an unehecked arms race. m 

~eagan is not. h1mself irrevocabty com- p1 
nutted to those ideas. If elected president, . oz 
he could probably count on .a Democratic_ tb 
Congress to kill some of the wilder follies. ' ''.r 
But he too wou1d have 'to play a role. The 
president does, after all, make all the big .01 
appointments and initiate most of the'poli- .nc 
cy, especial1Y in foreign affairs. sit 

So far, th~ evidence is that Reagan is th 
not going to be particularly good at hold- w 
ing his right wing.-He is • easygoing and· "s, 
congenial·an~ hates bickering.He is given an 
-as the case of the almost successful ef- J 
fort to unseat former senator Bill Brock as tht 
national Republican chairman demon- in~ 
strates-to letting tliings happen. Those Th 
are just the qualities to make a president ·the 
the p,risoner of a determined minority in big 
his entourage. · th; 

As the campaign wears on, accordingly, sp 
Reagan bears close scrutiny. There is a th 
need for him to show that he has the acu- le 
men, the physical vitality, the instinct for b 
picking the good men required to hold in " 
check the truly malevolent forces he s 
would bring with him to what is still the J 
most powerful office in the world. J 

Cl980, FleldEDterpr!Ht,IllG. 
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~land Evans and Roberf'Novakx ~: . ~: ,;! ., . ~· ·: .1: r \)~/"\ ...---,. . · · ..,_., , , ~ 

Reagan.'~ N~ed:,:_t\n·~n~Wed Advise~ .·-:· ·. · ·:f ~ ;'; •: '. ,: 1: i 
' LOS 'ANGELES-Ronald Reagan concluded.the 'cheek to carter campaign attacks on Reagan's theReaganp1aneastraveling"adviser.Butarancor- a 
first day that the RepulilicaQ presidential nomina. •., record as governqr of ·Califol'Jilil, making sure the ous debate within Reagan's inner circle included at- . t 
tion was undeniably . ~is . 'Yith)l singularly ;unin- i. spotlight stays,~n C~ter's record ~s pres~de,nt? , ta~ks 9n . Spepc!;!r that, in the tigh~ little world. of ~ 
spired performance pointmg to· this harsh reality: Nobody has niplaced·Sears in fillfilltnent of these politics, inevitably got back to him. By the tini1:t CJ 
he is far from ready to take· ~Ii Jimmy Carter and functions. Local politicians who visit the Reagan word finally was given Spencer that Ron'. and N:ancy . 
his resourceful Georgia politicians. · campaign plane come away worried that his aides would be thrilled to have him back after ail these s 

'l'he event here was a $500-a-plate fund-tai$er be- seem 'afraid of him. What frightens them is not years, it was too late. Spencer had signed on for an= ll 
.fore sleepy'.eyed RepuJiii~aps, Jndudihg a goodly · their ev~n-tetnp~ted chi et' but the history of blQ.ody independent anti-Carter operation this falL . 5i 
number of Sacramento lobbyists, at the palatial staff purges the last two years1 unprecedented in a Two longtime Reaganites purged last year by Ji 
Beverly Hills ~otel. Only t.he day ·before, GeorgE! su,;:cessful presidential campaign. . . . . Sears are back. Mike Deaver last week began travel-
Bush had finally quit.Yet not one word came from New York lawyer William Calley, Seats' nominal ing with Reagan for the first time in nearly a yea:r. ~ 
Reagah aJ;>out rea~hing hi~., oi:ic~ uµpossible ,<4'e<1m , :succe~or,as ca,ntpaign ma:haget\is far removed from :Uyn Nofziger is sighing on as press chief, the job he t 
of 12 years' stahdh1g_; As· he . l{afl · in,_ two ·• earlier the ,cari,:dida,e. A~. Reagan's side is Edward Me~se, a. first held in the 1966 campaign. Botft bear tqe scars 
speeches that day, Reagan dispensed the .u~ual :rsle~k·san Di~go la~yer: who was liis chief of,staff as of rejection by their chief, but that ina:y reduce re-· Jl 
homilies; th.e Beverly Hills faithful stifled yaw,ns.. '"'' ,go:yernor an~ wpose opiiµoh .Reagan,:vaiues most. •luctance tboffer Reagan uncohgenia1 advice. . . · E 

TheY,. woµl!J, hav,~ 8:l>Jlrec~l/,~ed hearing the. 11,Q~~~ . . W,fien l3ears _ d~ded:in F,~t,ruary t~at Mees~ must Reagan often this ye,r has rfgeJJ abpve his available j 
· and fears. RE:!agan felt a:t .tiiat ,Oi110ment ·· of ~1umph go; J!,e. took on one .old surn.vor too ~any; Sears was advi~ Instinctively realizing tlie political potential of. 

(which he copffded only to fri~ndil ~t the head ~ble) • .,; . fk~d iristeatL _nut Meese's valued opinions are seidom tax r~uclion, Reagan bas rej~ pieas by estapiish- . t: 
, But no staff .aide !Jo.ai;lvis~4 the candidate; in~~ no.,_ :.volunt~_ "I. woulcl s,ay Ed does not squander his ment econo!)lists ~the modify :his prpposals. He un• 

sueh advice was expected.: Re~gan ,tha~ 11ight was a.. ~ttenc~.~• one J;teag~ insider: notea · · ; ,. derstands· tliat lits attacl( ag;µrist using. Uiicm;iploy~ <I 
, lone ~gle !laying ;what he felt like ~ying, j~t as h,e · : .· When Reagan. flirted with disaster by. seeming to · ment tb,~t infJatioil; wlille abrasive to COilidij;cJ.db a 
, had been the last tht~ months. The jmage of .Reagan . ,come ~utagaiilst the D)inimuin wage,. Meese did not · ReptlbliC8Il8i is catnip fot Deni(!C!'llts. · ·, · .·. , 
as the manone~ manipul~t¢d by elev¢? •~ . -,CQntta.d!~ him;, others had to pull~ back from ~he: • Bti~ Reagan ~Y be enticed into tlie po~ abyss ~ 
,tou1d n1>t be ft1rther froni the truth.· ' . . · ,, , . : briiilL, ~d». Saq-amento, Meese on. the ,campaign, .. ~ h~ lets Carter's~~ at negative 1>9µt1cs cfilmge tJ 

'.' From tli.e moment . the autocratic .John Sears was . plane seems niore buffer: than adviser. Hi.I! capacious . the campaign's frame . of. reference to the, 1960s-in •· . i 
sacked as- catripaigrtjnana:ger Feh;'26,.Reagan. has .. briefcase isbecoming,famed as the·final resting.place 'Sacraniento. Reagan's automatic:~esponse will be to 8; 
functione'd on his own as. ma1or•pal'ty candidates for mr!'lad memos an~ position papers seht Reagan. .. defend· his own r~or4 rather ~an'.: ~ttack:fqif Car~ I! 
~eldom do, WhHe that did not disrupt his march I . What . Reagan nee$ for trial-by-combat• against ter's .. Whether a skilled; unafr3'd adviser is at his. . 
· loward the, Reptiblican· npmination, -it · cquid .l>rove ·. Carter is .;in a~visef 'Yho is experie~c~d in. national side_ to · prevenl · him, frolft doiµg so m,ayfdetemtltle · ~ 
·fatal;lgamstPl'esldeiltCal'ler. , · . , ... , politics,bas J,ntuitiv'e politicaJ, skillij :and -ls b<>th theimmediateeourseof~ei'ieanhistocy. ' . · . ~ 
~ Important, questions have .not ,been answered: < :familiar with and unawed by Reagan. The exact fit : , • . · .. . .~ 
Who will' teU Reagan iiot to alienate the blue-collar ' 'for that description is veteran Lo$ Angeles political In a recent column, we-fuadvertently reported t: 
vote hy senseless uiµ~uiaJ>ait,ing7 Who. will tell lµm 9p~r!ltiye SttlaGfSp,encer,. who riucnaged Reagan's' tha~ t,ijb~c,,etnployee unions had r~¢d $1 .biillon- , j1 
that proclaiming liis' unrequited love affair with first ~pajgn fol". go.~9r in i966 but was·Gerald not$lmillion, as,wu the case-to fighUax'reduo- - ., 
corporate business, P!ll'ticlilarly big oil, ~ , only :, & Ford's chief tacticia,n against Reagan in 1976. tion in Califorma. 
hurt him? Who will convince Qim to tum the Other ,-,., Spencer .was mote tban will1Dg to come aboard ••111111an111D1-.1111. 
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An Interview With Ronald Reagan 
ALBERT R H UNT and Tll o I AS J . BRA Y 

Last Thursday, Ronald Reagan, the Re
publican presidential candidate, was in ter
Viewed aboard his campaign plane by Al
bert R. H1mt, a member of the Journal's 
Washington bureau who is covering Cam
paign '80, and Thomas J . Br:i.y, associate 
editor of the J ournal 's editorial pagP. Here 
are excerpts from that interview : 

Tax Cuts and Spending 
WSJ: There are reports of disagree

ments in your camp over how to present 
the tax cut issue. You backed the Kemp
Roth 30'7, income tax cut over three years, 
a.ud have indicated you believe it would not 
result in reduced government revenue, and 
hence would not worsen the deficit. But 
many of your top advisers say that 's 
claiming too much for the so-called supply• 
side model. vVhere do you s tand at this 
point? 

Reagan : I believe in the supply-side 
model, and I don' t think that there are al l 
that many opposed to it. I thin k there has 
been a spate of ar ticles. and sometimes 
people- some of those have given the im
pression that l have two rival schools of 
thought. l have never sought to get people 
of only one viewpoin t to advise and consult. 
I have a broad band of economists who 
have been most generous with their help to 
me, and they range all the way from an 
Arthur Laffer to Milton Friedman, and l 
like to get this variety of viewpoints. 

WSJ : Governor, the disagreement here 
is over degree, not direction, and some 
people who are advising you say: We ought 
to have a supply·side model, we ought to 
have a tax cut, but to wed yourself to a 
30o/r tax cut over three years, given the in
flationary environment today. may be a bit 
much. Does that worry you? 

Reagan: No, because I've also sern 
viewpoints that say th at with the gigantic 
increase in taxes for next year- maybe 
we're not cut.ting enough, but actually 
we're only whittling away a little bit of the 
increase. 

WSJ : Are you suggesting that you 
might go for an even larger tax cut? 

Reagan: Well, I would want a. lot more 
study of that, and a lot more input. But 
light now I think 
that this bill, which 
has secured a great 
deal of support, offi
cial support of the 
Republican National 

· Committee, and has 
been amended to in
clude something 
else that I believe 
in, which is that you 
accompany this 
witl1 cutting govern
ment spending. l 
feel secure that 
there is support for 
.rou c:oullr'.mr om, or- , ' 

f~!l~ ~~~l~t~eb~~~ln;;;.J~~~l~l~~~~rw; a re 

tnef to do in Cal(fornia , 'by a smd1t~:;.: 
g;~ka5~!~~r a penod of _years, reduce that 

o a more optimum figure 

_ wo1<G~jfstiJr;:!dt~•~~~iaax!~;ndin~ cut, 
Reagan; Well to beoin 'th · 

in spendin could b b' WI . , some cuts 
istratively g b · E e ~ccompl!shed admin· 
cause tax cG xecut1ve <;>rder. But be
productivit ts are ~ssential to increase 
pansion of~ and provide a stimulus for ex-
want tax cutse ftc?n~my, yes, I still would 
tha t Con · · is ar9 for me to believe 
of .in.flati~;s~;;aced W)th the_ high degree 
Would be unwilliplagumg this country
spending I do not ng to. control federal 
governm~nt spend ' accept the premise tllat 
If r·:n wrong, the~~g ~~n_not be contrnlled. 
dentml power of veto. alwars the presi• 

. WSJ : You had an ebuii · ,-,.,_,, , __ ,_ . ..... __ · ·-· · : .... _! ent economy in 
-.... ...... _ ....... _ ....... 

least then people would ha ve seen who was 
trying to curb something and who was 
doing the spending. 

I can think of one tha t the former Pres i
dent admits to as a mis take now- wage 
and price con tJ-ols, in the 1970s . 

WSJ : You've called fo r examining a re
turn to the gold sta ndard : it was under a 
Republican adminis tration that we went off 
the gold sta nda rd. wasn' t it? 

Reagan : Yes. a nd tha t could be one. 
too. 

Now. I have to say today l asked this to 
be examined , a kind of a de fac to gold 

'Maybe (the tightening of 
the money supply) shouldn't 
have bee·n doue as d-rasti
cally as it has been done. 
The highest n1,terest rates 
sirice the Civil H' ar are som e· 
thmg to wonder about.' 

standard, which is the minting of coins, 
and I've asked advice and the ideas of a 
number of economis ts on U1is. 

l have to say I believe that it has to 
wait for some of these other things we've 
done first, more stabilizing of the money 
value, the economy, inflation, befo re yo u 
could do this, because gold is a kind of a 
wild card right now. 

Iran and Afghanis tan 
WSJ: On the current situa tion in Iran. 

Do you think the most important issue or 
priority now is tha t of the hostages them
selves, or the overall s trategic siJ.uation in 
the area'? 

Reag-,rn: Well, I don' t think you can di
vorce the two . I think you have to weigh 
the importance of those hostages and their 
continuing being held, to what it means to_ 
the United States - the possible threat to 
the United States, and to other Americans, 
when seemingly someone with so little 
power can get away with this. 
· ls anyone safe in an American Em·-
bassy a11ywhere? . 

That's why l just- I think tha t, you 
!mow, l just don ' t understand the Presi
dent's words about now tl1e burden isn' t so 
great; it's as if, with this failed mi.ssion, is 
he washing his hai1ds of it? ls he saying : 
" Well, we' ll continue to think about tl1em, 
but there isn ' t anything we can do about 
them" ? · 

WSJ: Do you fear that tlie Iranians are 
either being driven · or are moving more 

had to have a draft. This must be done and 
should be done right away. and it is no as 
ex nsive as it might sound. 

W J : Give us one or rn other p · n· 
ties. Governor. 

Reagan : The Soviet Union has opened a 
gap; it is a widening gap between us. We 
need a fast on-line de errent that would 
prevent tl1em from reaching some place 
here in th near future in which their mar
gin of su rior ity would be great enough 
for hem to think in terms ol an ultima
tum . . ow I don"t know what that de errent 
could be. It might be a new (lffensh·e 

·ea n that would give us apparently a 
second tr· ·e capacity, which the ne 
rould not afford. lan of the other weap
on that we suggest. iike reins tituting the 
B· l mber. might well be nece sary in the 
rebuilding of our military. but l don' tlnnk 
we can get it on line quickly enough to till 
hat gap. 

W J : On the question of aJliam:es, you 
have said that you thought that absent gov· 
ernment control , we could be energy self
sufficien in five years. or at least some 
people thouiht that. Assuming for a mo
ment that that's correct. hat would you 
do a u ou r aHies, 1"ho would be just as 
dependent upon foreign oil? 

Reagan : Well. maybe we could of 
more help to them than we are right now. 
This is Dile of our great weak points today. 
in tlmt they are so totally dependent there 
on the Middle East oil. 

It is no t only wha t we ou rselves can 
find. but there are - there's three fourths of 
the world tha t has never been thoroughly 
or properly explored fo r oil. 

WSJ: You are proba bly as strongly pro
Israel as a nybody running for the pres i· 
dPncy right now. What would you do. 
though, to assuage the Saudis ? 

Reagan : I think wha t we have to do is 
make ourselves available lo rel p in any 
way we can be of help. but the United 
States should not be in the position of im
posing a settlement in the Middle East. 

WSJ : Could you envis ion any situation 
whereby you wou ld ask Henry Kissinger to 
be Secretary of Sta te? 

Reag-an: At the moment, no. r think I 
would ra ther --when that time comes. I'd 
rather look at the whole field of who is 
availabl e. 

Criteria/or Running Mate 
WSJ: You have . lis ted a t leas t one lit

mus tes t fo r your runnin g mate, namely 
that he or she would ha ve to be a general 
supporter of Kemp-Roth . 

Reag-,in: Well , let me say tha t was in 
the (Huus ton l debate. I regre tted sayi11g il. 
I thoughl--'- all tha t was in my mind was it 
was kind of a humorous line in [inishing up 
the a11swer to tha t question from the audi-

and more into the Soviet camp? And H so, ence . _ 
what \Vould you iJropose to do about that? WSJ :' W?uld ~upport for th; Pana ma 

-·'--'rn!?:"'W"ti WeJJ fliere ' s conf_usion about Canal treaties exclude someone : 
Which I a ble . m tmmsr Par1y-·m- 1ran .. · 1a 110.~..._.,...., r.-:. -"\1e.lL.l Jlon'.t !mow: l don' t 

I s een a factor . rnig :'luvut a huniau life i (1-= k -I . 
WSJ· If ·t b . . whole bo · · llJl t 1a t the 
• • • 1 ecame evident that the . a r~10u question is ignorin tlne 

;e1~ t~oug!1, moving direc tly more int~ tlu'lfi ' tha_t is the _simple answer tf that 

st!tei~~~~u~:~k/~ci~~ thin,k the United ii~~ia~:~;e~: ~;:<;
1
t
0

~~ : Is the unt,Jrn child a 
to stop tl!at" , co,ert or overt, ., WSJ· WI .. 

Re · · · 1a t would be your criie • f 
hav a~n: J ~hink the United States - we Supreme Court appoihtees? rw. or 
be e to tecogmze, all of us, that this would H.eagan: r think there's been a 
MidC:::C ~f the most serious threats to the deal of politics in judicial appoint~ gtaf 
of ou: ~lfi!; a~l :~yo~r sec,,irity and tha t ~~d ti~J when 1 bec_ame governor, et~ ~et 
done so far • mg t ia t has been eg1s ature to approve a plai1 tha t , 

. would take ~olitics out of the appointmf:'nt 

r 
B. lockade Cuba_? ~~d u~~esi Its a plan called the " Missouri 

\\SJ r . n, w iereby you use a variety of com-
: ou have suggested some t f rrutt~es and then base your appoiiltment on 

W
;~o.~r1~l~d'; '~~~~si~1 C'~~bgt1dnn1·s't.eatna.liAa tsioPnref~s,~1·drethnoet the ' a t1?g, of t~ese vai'ious cornmittf:'es. 

WSJ . Talkmg specifically of the s·· -
you pursue a series of · prPme Court · th u 

tions to make the R1 .. counterac- I' , ' is ere anything you would 
moves like tha t? , iss1ans pay a pfice for /f lo ~;ee, any particular philosophy you 

the
,Iti_~ealag.lan: We.Ji I_'ve sugg<>s ted th.at hy·po- see is not adequately represented on .the 

, • upreme Court a t this point'? 
_ 1 _ _ c ____ ~· ".V)1at_l s_uggested about Afghani, .,_ ,Rcag-\ln: Well. I think for a long t' -----------------~-------..:::.~=-=--=-~·'-~•:-_:_•"~-:_:"~•-:~~•-:::_-~'"~-~- _, . we ve had a number of Supreme Court }: ~ 
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By rtenry Fairlie 

T HIS IS -IilEITHER a 1ameni, although it could 
well be that, not an exercise in nostalgia, which it 

could also be. The story of the neglect and continuing 
. decline df America's railroads is a subject for outrsge. 
' , ' It Is also a fable with a moral, and it is I.he morall want· 

'., . to demonstrate. ' 
-::;;; l was sitting lit lunch the other day with an English 
;:: journalist who is vi$iting America. He was harail°gying 
::z .me over the rockfmh about the condition, unreliability 
·".'I and lilowness of Amtrak's trains ih the Northeast.Cor. 
::;: ridQr, from Wa_shington to New York, from New YQrk 
. ,... t.o Boston, which Congress _intended to be not only 
!: clean, efficient and fast bltt even something of a show• 
;; ple<:e of what Is possible. I hung my head in shame for 
r ,· _America, inquired mischievously If he had e~er tried 

the Long Island Railroad, and then 88ked him how our 
•tzains were doing In Britain. 

· 1 His eyes brightened: ''Better ~nd better." His eyes 
- .brightened still more and his voice quickened: "They 

. : ·are one thing which goes on getting better and better." 
·. ; 'l'biii was not prejudice. I always tell American frlen\fs 
•: .wbo lire about to visit Britain to use tho railways, and 
,: • they return in a month speaking of them with I.lie thrill 

• ·• .of delight. 
,.::, . Ahybow, Yot1 can crOl!II th• F.ngllsh Chan.nel :- if yau 
-:.:: must - where the French trains are splendid. l r,
't::; celved my lb:st hirlt of what modern trains can be Ii•• 
r.:1 •- and how they cnn nieet the challenge of the nutomo
:-·. bile and th~ airlines - when I used to travel by r~il b~ 

tween Paris and Marsemes. It was called le Mistral 
after the told breeze which sweeps hard along the 
Mediterranean coast, and like the Mistral It sped - al-. 

. though not in squalls ~ at speeds which even then 
· ·touched iOO m.pJ,. At those •Peed• It took the curves 

IO steadily that the glsss stayed in one's hand•. 
From Pari• to Dijon to Lyons to Marsellles - four 

·major cities of France - one was swept in comfort, 
,-•- aafely, and on time. Yet what did one read. in the 
, ..• papers not so long ago? The French have just finished 
·;:'.:~ jnodehming (yet again) tlie stretch which runs from 
; •- •Paris to Lyons, and the trains travel it as smoothly as· 
'. ' ever but at speeds liow which would otherwise defy 
·•:-• one's credulity. 
•·· Then one return• to the Uttlted States; and journeys 

to the Midwest, as I recently did for a couple of week•. 
One sits irl the Wisoonsin state capital of Madison, and 
thinks of all the ·cities which lie not all that far away, 
and to which one might want to go es resident or vi•l
ior. Even if bne stays within the area set by Milwau
kee'Minneapo1is-St. Paul,Des Moines~Chicago, there . 
ia an aburldance of inter-city traffic which otight to be 

.: carried by rail. And there is no reason why one shduld 
not cast the tiet as far as St. Louis in one direction and 

.,. Cleveland in another. One is still within tlistallces 
•· •' · which ·ii,· Europe are served by the railways. · • 
~ . But instead one has to go through all the palaver and 

.... pother of gettihg to an airport: cbecl<ing In before one'• 
· "' aeat is given to someone else as a result of overbooking, 

waiting in the pens to be herded on board, climbing 
,::: bumpily to the height ,..here one will cruise for 20 
: · minutes before bumpily coming down, and then having 7.~ ~ get transport again from the airport at one's destina

tion. 
· 'l'here are still one or two puoenger trains - dirty 
and unreliable arid slow - which lurch between some 
of the cities. But in effect one hes no alternative to 
traveling to them excapt by flyirtg, es inconvenient, un
comfortable, and wasteful a form of inter-city travel h 

IfenrY Fairlie's .coltlmn appears biweekly, in Vht~ 

·.. Brin~ Baclc the Railroads not llllow Americans - government, Congm,,, peoplti 
- to acknowledge that free enterprise bes failed in 
running the nation's railroeds. This fact was drama~> 
caUy symbolized in the collspse of Penn Central in 
1970. Conrail b~gan operation on, suitably, All Fool's 
Day ln 1976. Since then the railroads bavisbeen i!a 
neglected and have declined AA In the past: . · ' i 

America ne~ government-owned, tax-supported trains 

a misanthrope could ~ream up. Tberii-are BO!lle bules,' 
it is true. But they have· none of tlie advantages or 
comfort o( a good train, they are horrible to ride when 
the traffic gro~ h_eavier round the cities, their sch~d
ules are more subject to the weather, and they belch 
qut their fumes where trains leave no trace. 

One could make a different, but es powerful, case in 
America for bringing back the transcontinerttal trains. 
It is enough to say here tbat there is no sadder sight in 
the whole country than to stroll into the huge railroad 
station at Cheyenne,' which of course used to be one of 
the groat junctions on the journey aero•• the continent, 
and find it all but deserted, with only two trains listed 
on the great board in the ticket hall, one Amtrak train 
a day going west . and one Amtrak train a day going 
east. Tbere can be no justification or sufficient apology 
for such a spectacle of WB8te. . , 

One ~earches for the explanations - in this land 
which is made for train• as it was made by them-and 
there are many to be 
offered. But in the end 

. one comes down to one 
which Americans · .do . 
i1ot like to face. Here is ' 
.tbeinoral. 

Let us take 16 more o\' iees Industrialized nations in 
.four continenis: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, 
"Britain, Canada, France, West Germany, Holland; 
Italy, Japan, Mexico, Spsiq, $weden, Switzerland and 
the U!iited States. In 13 df.them all the railways are 
publicly owned. In Canada and Japan about 76 percent 
of them rue publicly owned. Only in the United States 
are as small a proportion es 25 percent under any form. 
of public ownership, It is only in America that the rail
roads are not . generally regarded as a responsibility 
which must today be undertaken by the state. 

But there is more to be said than thaL In an exten
sive survey of the public-private frontier in the major 
µee eco~omies of the world a year and a half ago, 'l'he 
Economist of Londoh •. Which cannot he nr.r.t1i;tP.rl nf t An• 

Amin& 

There Is no point in griping at Conrail and'b1Q18 ·il1t• 
mediately at Amtrak. My imp~lon Is tbat'.f:l1ey,try 
their darnedest against appillllng political odds mid in 
the face of uttjustifia.bly unfair competition. Everyone 
whistles at the 1ubeldies which the railroads receive. 
Yet they are as nothing to the •~bsldies whi<lb main• 
tain the nirpom and supporl; J'acllilies for the airlines 
and the highways for the truckt and automobiles; ' 

From the end of the Second World War tilitil the l:ol• 
lapse of Penn Central, the federal . government stJp-. 
ported only one program to 8181st. the , railtoads, and. 
that was only a loan guarantee of 18811 than $200 mil-• 
lion. This was the period in which Europe rebuilt its• 
railroads, and in the middle of it the federal and state: 
governments in America were •pending $750 million to• 
support the airlines and airporta, and the federu gov•· 
ernment alone .contribUted a quarter of the ·'-111 billion 
being spent on highwa,ys. The list of contt88~.CQllld be 
lengthened; it only tells the same miserable~., , 

The case for restoring and reinvigorating ~ r~U
roads ~ bringinj! them openly il!to public s,wnersliip 
and •upporl;ing them openly with adequate_;ailbsidles 
"""°' hes never beeti 11:ronger _than it ia todq., \Ve are 
iaiking not of saving wmething ,;,f the past,_ but:of de-, 

. . _ veloping one of the ways open ta the future. " ,'.::J'... _ , . 
enterprise &OCieties may go to•ludicro111 ~ to dis- They are an efficient form of JDaM transit, uamg less" 
guise Dtltionalizi\iion (e.g., the United States.) • ·• , Na- clf'our precious (uel than automobiles. They do riot pol-
tionalization is an un-American activity. • ~ , But, in• hit.e. Their roadbeds are for the mtl8t part lltill there, 
1tea~ of natioI?!lliz~ti.on; W 88bington. uses re~tion · ,miting only t.o ~ restored and moderitif.t\d add. ueed. 
for not very different purposes." This means Ill the - They could provide the cheapest form of tupeyers' 
case of the railways that Americans get the wom ot.. l!Ubsidies for their own transport wbiclut ~t can 
both·worlds. be devised. · , • : 

"Profitable railways in the United States remain pri- They can offer leisnre abd n,poll8 • . one ·.~ 
vately owned," Tlie Economist went on. "Lossmakera comfort and enjeyment, as no airline or a~e earl 
steam into the public sector." Conrail was set up by the ·provide. They earl offer good fQO<l and w1ne,~ ai maliy . 
American government four years ago to take over six European trains <lo, and the time and comfoit.,io con-
bankrupt railroaqs. It cannot operate without govern- swne them. They can even offer luxury, ,, :· ,, 
ment subsidies (like all the nationalized railways of Next spring the ·Orient Expret!II will begu,,,fu. cro.s 
Europe); but the fiction is preserved that it is a "pri•, Europe again. Thi,degendary tram of rotn11J1CO !l"d ad-

,• vate, for-profit corporation." venture is to be privately owned. (What nat.ionalized 
"'!'ripe, of co'lrse" snapped_ The Econmnist. But it ii corporation in these' days dares t.o nlake ,money off 

that.-tripe which deprives Americans of efficient rail- providing luxury'/) Ita 18 carriages are bemg:Jnlmptu.-
roads while still costing them the subsidies. It may be ously restored and strengthened to meet _tluJ. safety 
conaidered seditious in America to say that Conrail ia standards of today. It will be .i!rawn ,by the ~t mod-

. ))ationalized. But its ef- em locomotive which the nationalized Frendt.m,ilways 
forts to · make itself can offer. It will take one from London to,V"enice in 
more efficient are con. · oiie day's iuxurious journey ata ooat of $501i'one way, 
•tantly frustzated · ' by And it will be - how can it fail to be? ...;.:run, (It Is 
the Interstate Cont- p1anned to carry 170 passengers.) But ii Is not for this 
merce Commission, kind of opulence that one Is asking, althottgb the very 

through which n,gulation l:abs the place but does not• idea of lt helpa to charge the unagination. It iti surely 
offer the benefits of outright nationalization. The ICC one of the safest bets one can make that transoontinen-
is the fi.nal arbiter o_n routes, services, charges, and may ta! txairul of great comfort and re880nable 111iui-y could 
even dictate the distribution of wagons on a train. · become one of the new and changing habiui"of:"Amer-

The chairman of British Rilil just now is Sir Peter leans. . ; ., ·· · 
Parker, a successful businessman in private enterprise, For the d~ daily labor of ~ .travel, 
who happens to have been a friend of mine for many · and for the high enjoyment of being pulled maJ.esticall.y 
years. I spent some time with. him when he was in acrosa this fabulous. continental land, there i• no rival. 
America two years ago - he naturally arrive({ in ~nd there never will be to the tram. (Unl8811 it ia a 
Waslungton by train, but he did take \.be Concorde to · barge.) America need/! to relrnegine its railrod:ds ih a 
fly the. Atlantic - and he had much of interest an/I hundred small and expansive ways, but it will not. 
everl surprise to say. For. example, he found that his begin to do this Until it aband009 ltn ideology wbicb ia 
nationalized British Rail had much greater freedo111 to Inapplicable to them . . 
make its own commercial decisions than the unnation- Now - in an election yeitr, when there will be so 
Ali7.P.rl r.onrnll. Onl)t::lt.ina "fnr nl"n f'it " j ~ .;. • ' · • •• ,. • 
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·-·-· ......... ., "t't'""''- .... ......... .l 1.IIU ln. 1.llt:lC llll:) • h c· ·z w emment controls, we ·cOuld be energy Seu-
been a spate of articles, and someti mes n.rice t -e ivi ar a-re s01ne- sulficieht in fil'e years, · or at least some 
people- some of U1ose have given the im- thing to wonder about.' people thought that. Assuming for a mo· 
pression that I · have 'two rival schools of ment that ·that's correct, what would you 
Uldug)Jt. I have never sought to 11M ooonlo · "" ',\OOU\ ""' ull\l)~, W)lO Wl)U)a UC )ui;l "" 
,, ~ruy one r1ewpo111t to aav1se arid consulL standard, wlii~h is the minting oi ~oins; dependent upon ro·reign oil'? 
I have a broad band of economists who and I've. asked .advice and the ideas .of a Reagan: Well, maybe we cou ld be of 
have been most generous with their help to number of economists on this. · more ·help tu them than we are right now. 
me, and they range all Ute way from <)n I. _have. ·. to -say I believ_ e that'i_t has 10 This is 011.e of our great weak points today. 

·· Arthur taffer to Milton Friedman, ilnd '·1 in that they are. so totally dependent there 
like to get this variety of vievipoiriis. . wait -for -some of these other things we' ve on the Midtlle East oil. 

WSJ Go th. · d' · t h · done lirst; more stabilizing of _the money : · vernor, . e 1sagreemen ere ,' 11 is not only ,yhat w_e ou rselves can 
is over degree, not direction, ·and some value, the economy, inflation., before you- find , but th~re are - there's three fourths or 
people who are advising you say: We ought could do this, because gold is· a kind of a the world that has never been thoroughly 
to have a supply-side · model, we' ought to wild card right now, or properly explored for oil. 
have' a true-cut, btit to wed yourself to a WSJ: You arc probably as strongly pro· 
30o/dax cut over three years, given the in· Ira.n and Afghanistan Israel as anybody mnning for the presi· 
flationary environment today. may be a bit W!>J : On the current situation in Iran. dency right now. What would you do. 
much. Does U,at worry you? Do you thihk. the most important issue ·or though, tu assuage the Saudis? 

. Reag-dll: No, because I've also seen priority now is that of the hostages therh- Reagan: I think what we have to do is 
viewpoints that say th at wilti ille gigantic · selves, 01: the overall strn teoic situ_ ation in make ourselves available to 1-el p in any increase in taxes fol' next year- maybe o· 
we're not cutti ng enough, but actually . the area? · way we can be of. help, but the United 
We're only whittling away a little bit of the Reag-dn: Well, I don't think you can cli· Sta tes shou ld nut txi in Ute position of irn· 
increase. vorce the two. ·r think you have 'to weigh posing a settlement in the Middle East. 

WSJ: Are you suggesting u,at you the imj)'.lrtance Of those hostages and their WSJ : Could you envision any situation 
might go for an even larger tax cut? continuing being held, to wha t it means to_ whereby you would ask Henry Kissinger to 

Reagan: Well; I would want a lot more the United States- the possible U1reat to be Secretary -of State? 
study o• that, and a lot more input. But the United States, and to other Americans, Reagan: At the moment, no. I thiilk 1 
right 110w I think when seemingly someone with so little would rather --When that time comes. I'd 
that this bill, whicl1 power cari get away with this. rather look at the whole field of who is 
has secured a great ls anyone safe in an American Em· ava ilable. 
deal of support, offi· bassy auywhere? C ·t · ~ ·R' · M t 
cial support of the That's why I just- I think that, you rz en.a .I Or unnzng a e 
Republican National know, I just doi1't understand the Presi· WSJ : You have.listed at ieast one lit· 
Committee. and has dent's words about now the burden isn't so mus test for your running mate. namely 
been amended to in- great; it's as if, with this failed mission, is that he or she would have to be a general 
elude something he washing his hands of it? Is he saying: . supporter of Kemp-Ruth. 
else that l believe " Well, we' ll continue to think about the1i1. Reagan: Well , let me say that was in 
!n, which is that you but there isn't anythjng we can do about tl1e 1Hu11stonl debate. l regrettc'CI sayiJtf. it. 
accompany this them"? ' I thought-all that was in my mind was it 
with cutting govern- WSJ : Do y,ou fear that tlie lm1iians are was kind of a humorous line in finishing up :~:t sic~~~ingih) ~~~e~

10
~ iI;~todi~~e~oifet~·:m~ri:~ :;~~: ~~~~in'swer tu that que_s~:'_ f-~~,:~t'.:e __ audi -

tltere is support for -clfiM'-1/i"'W;\,"'t'.tJftmrnmsrF'att;)- irrlran.·-rnkuTgaooiiTa'liiimanlife. I tlti1ik that the 
· jba"eclth\r'.,ltf 'llllt!" :~you which has been a factor . whole abortion question is ignoring one 
sct a limit to begin with, that where we are ws.r·: If it became evident that they thing that is tl1e simple an_ swer tu _that 
there could be no increase, and then , as we l bo h ld 
!Jied to do in California, by a small per· were, though, moving directly more iulo problem. and tlmt is : Is t 1e un rn c 1 a 
centage over a period of years, reduce that the Soviet camp, do you think the United h1m1ar1 being or not'' 
back down to a more optimum figure. . States should take action, covert or ove,rt, WSJ: What would be your criteria for 

d' to stop that? Supreme Court appointees? 
WSJ: ll you couldn't get aspen mg cut, neagan: I think the Un ited States- we Rea~dn: I think there's been a great 

would you still want to cut taxes? h h' Id 0 ' 
Reagan:'. Well, to begin with. some cuts have to recognize, all of us. t a t t 1s wou deal of politics in judicial appointments. l 

in spending could be accomplished admin· be one of the most serious threats to the had tri~, when .I be_came gove.mor, to get 
lstrativety by Executive Order. But be· Middle East, and to our secunty and Utat the legislature to approve a plan that 
cause tax cuts are essential to increase of our allies, of anything that has been would take politics ou\ or the appointment 
productivity and provide a stimulus for ex· done so far. or judges. H's a plan called the '.'Missouri 
pansion of the ·economy, yes, I still would Blockade Cuba ? Plan." whereby y6l1 use a variety of com· 
want tax cuts. It is hard for me to believe mittees and then base your appointment on 
that Congress-faced with the high degree WSJ: You have suggested some sort of the rating of tliese various committees. 
of infiation now plaguing this country- action against Cuba in retaliation for the WSJ : Talking specifically of the Su-

_..0 " coP'Y ~~; teS8('4~~ u~i 

would be unwilling lo control federal Soviet move in Afghanistan. As President preme Court, is there anything you would 
spending. I do not accept ille premise tl1at would you pursue a series of counterac- like to see, any particular philosophy yon 
government spending cannot be controlled. tions to make U,e Russians pay a price for [eel is not adequately represented on the 
U rm wrong, there Is -.always the presi· moves like that? Supreme Court at this point? 
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dentlalpowerof,-eto. ; Reagan: IVelJ_l've suggested that hypo· · Reagan: Well. I think for a long time 
WSJ : You had an ebullient economy in ~• thetlcally. ~ap·suggested about Af_gha_ni· '. i' we've had a number of Supreme Court Jus

California when you were governor, ·yet '.-. slan .-was,.,1f possible-, the blockadmg -of · fices ,1/i,o, given any .chance, invade the 
'roll did raise tax rates. Doesn't illat tend ' t!ielt,satellite, because _let·s m_ake no lllis: ·, · prerogative-of the legislature; they legis-
io unden:ut the supply-side illeory? iak_e.aboufii;'the Soviet l.!nion 9wns C,Ubf, late rather JMn inake judgments. and 

Reapn: o, because-one thing: we lqc~. stock and barrel. We:l;ilocRade_ it, np:,v: , some try. ·10 rewrite the Constitution in- " 
don 't print money in califomia. But there it's a grave logistical problem_ for them. · stead of ' interpreliilg it. I would want a ., 
was something else that has never been l'1t1 qi.tile sure Ut~y ~ould not corh~ sailing constitutionalist. · 1 
pointed oul Yes, we had two big tax in· .• over with a navy, !1Dd start shooting. But wsi:-in some of the recent stories i 
creases, but one of them was not really a we blockade Ctilia,' which could not afford aboot allegations of your misstatements or ~ 
Lu increase. It was the assuming by the that blockade, and we say to tl1em: · "Get errors-implicit in those stories-is that ~ 
state of a burden to relieve ille homeowner :,our troops out of Afghanistan and we give you're not quite deep enough to be Pres,- ilii 
tax in California: this was pre-Proposition up the blockade." · dent. Does that bother you? f.i 
13. WSJ , In the same vein, would you be Reagan: Well, it bothers me fur some- ·:Q 

The Llfoney Supply 
WSJ: Yoo mentioned al California 

does:t' · 1 nmey. The federal govern· 
. does. v. ouJd )-OU consider 

, I' oo as Chairman of 
the Federal ~e? 

~ : ell. l"d like to know more 
abou! man before I gave an ann-er to 

· · that this 
we have 

ey, and 
that par· 
literally < 

lo-no! a . 
i SttDls'IO be 

fight inflation . 
· " the:-money 

"tightened as 

willing, as President. to give direct afd to one to think that. but first of all , as I've ;:i 
the Somalis? · · said before, I will really back the over· § . 

Rea?n: Well:n here again, YQU are whelming majority of Uie factlj that I have <ll 
running the risk o! the pbssible escalation used against the criti cism of those who S 
into a amfiict that can grow IDIO World have run out to find someone to give them ~ 
War 111: I want it understood. I think our another statement and said : "Look, Rea· ,;:s 
prune objective must be .peace, the pres_er- !!3.o was nong; so-_ and-so says this." . ~ 
ration of world peace. and -we' re the only - f d 
country that can do il i>reserve iL So I Well, nine times out of ten. we can m g 

out that so-and-so didn 't really know what ,n 
W'Ollldn"t be able to answer you at this the hell he was' talking about. .. 
fX)int on that. 

WSJ: How about aid to the Angolan reb-
els, woo are fighting the So,'iet regime and 
Ifie Cuban men;eoaries? 
. Reapn: Well, frankly. I uld provide 
!tan-with weapons. It doesn' t take Ameri· . 
can .manpower; (Jonas! Sarunbi, the 
leader, controls more than ball or Angola. 
Apparently he's. got quite .a force tbere1 
and he's never asked for .any kind of help, • 

- except weapons, aod I don't see anything 
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nu:b as ii bas? • 
i shoold have been 

- wrong with someone woo wants to free 
• • WAJtRR:N H... jlHIWl-'S 
C'aUlltGII ruw/ Otjjef T..uotlll«r 

dlE>e as of an entire program; 
have been done as 

heell d e. e hig es1 
llie OvtI War are 

a 

Republican Errors'! 

been domi· 
more than 25 

consecutive years, and for approximately 
42 out of the last •\6 years. 

Now, they're U,e ones who pass the tax 
bills, they' re the ones who pass the pro
grams and so forth . Maybe there wasn't 

.rf,uwgb use of the veto; maybe even the ve· 
,s would have been overridden. but at 

tlieinselves from the rule of an outside 
jlO',lreJ', which is CUbans and East Germans 
=-I "mn't see why we shouldn ' t provide 

- !hem ,nth the weapons to do it 

Pentagon Priorities 
: You have outlined a woole series 

of' complaints a t the· Pentagon budget 
and the Carter adminiso-a lion's military 

Obnously in Ille soort·nm, ii you 
were. eiectfd President. the first ·year or 

• there are certain boogetary con-
sttain In the- current budget. il you bad 

So to SB billion to spend on defense. 
what IIPOUld be voor fi rst two or three 
priorities? • 

Rea:an: A top priority is the .redressing 
of the pay scale in our military today, 
which has a large percentage of them 
moonlighting-some of them are eligible 
for welfare-and has the greatest majority 
of them only serving one term and leaving, 
so quickly that we're not able to develop 
noncommissioned officers. which would be 
absolutely essential in the event that we 
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