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candidates. Th: 1s the very basis of our political system and is
why I debated Mr. Anderson last month.

I have campaigned all across the United State for a year. I
have debated six times in different forums. I have spoken with the
press hundreds of times. I have shared my views in small and large
groups. In contrast, Mr. Carter not only has avoided debating any
of h: opponents, but also at one , >int he did not leave the White
House for six months--on what many believe to be a political pretext.

I am eager to debate Jimmy Carter. There are many crucial
issues before the country--the sorry Carter economic record, the
failure of his other domestic policies and the decline of America's
strength and prestige. I look forward to having these matters raised
in a face-to-face situation where Mr. Carter's views and mine will
stand for all to see and judge.

For this debate to be truly meaningful, it must be properly

:ructured. The 1976 presidential ¢ »d»ate format was a good one, and
I fully support using it again. V¢ 3rs should be able to hear our
views on the economy, other domestic i:¢ i1es and foreign policy. This
format should also : :lude openir and closing stat nents to give the
nation an opportunity to have a plete hearin of our views.

I have instructed my debate ne >tiators to be in touch with Mr.
Carter's staff tomorrow to be in discussing details of format and

sponsorship.

























