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INFLATION--7

"A large part of the worsening of inflation last year, however, stemmed
from poor productivity."

Economic Report of the
_PrpEi_dan
:quldaly 25, 1979

"If we ignore the realities of slower productivity growth--if governments
continue to press forward with unabated claims on resources, and private
citizens continue to demand large gains in money incomes--our inflationary
problem will worsen."

Economic Report of the
President
January 25, 1979

"Firm, sustained and carefully applied fiscal and monetary restraint
must be the first element in our effort to reduce inflation."”

Economic Report of the
President
January 25, 1979

"We will not try to wring inflation out of our economic system by
pursuing policies designed to bring about a recession. That course

of action would be unfair. It would put the heaviest burden of fighting
inflation on those who can least afford to bear it. It also would be
ineffective."

Economic Report of the
President
January 25, 1979

"Although these actions by government will not, by themselves, bring
inflation to an end, they are indispensable. They can create an
environment that encourages voluntary cooperation with the pay and
price standards. Without restraint by government, the pressures of

an overheated economy easily could render meaningless the best
efforts of businesses and workers to reduce price and wage increases."

Economic Report of the
President
January 25, 1979

"Reducir~ inflation must be the top priority of economic policy in
11{ . ".ll

Washington Post
January 26, 1979
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"I am fighting with the best of ny ability to bring inflation under
control and I am determined to win this fight. But I will not do

it through a planned recession that will take jobs away from millions
of Americans who want to work."

Fundraising Dinner,
Bedford, New Hampshire
April 25, 1979

"The inflation we have today has been gaining momentum for more

than a decade. It can't be halted overnight, because it has seeped into
the fabric of our economy. There is no easy solution to it and, frankly,
anyone who says there is an easy solution is either a liar or a fool."

Washington Post
April 26, 1979

"We have early indications that inflation is peaking out...] think before
the end of the year it will be dropping. It is still going to be too
high, but the trend will be in the right direction."

Los Angeles Times
May 6, 1979

"The Federal Reserve is directly responsible. We would be much better
to have low inflation, low interest rates, and I am doing the best I can
as President to bring them both down...The President has a direct rule
by proposing budget deficits. We are doing all we can to hold down the
federal deficit and control spending, but we have a long way to go."

Philadelphia Inquirer
May 7, 1979

“Inflation robs the poor, it robs minorities and it robs those starting
out in life as surely as it robs old people on fixed incomes...forces
the government to tighten the budget and cut back on many programs
that might help some of you..."

New York Times
May 21, 1979

"If we see a real need to do something about the economy, if the
unemployment rate starts getting too high, then I will take action.
But that action won't be to raise taxes. It would be to lower taxes.
And if we lower them, my first preference would be to lower the
payroll tax. So I think you needn't fear tax increase while I am in

offic "

Wall Strer  Journal
July 17, 1979

"Government cannot solve all our problems, set all our goals or define
our vision. Government cannot eliminate poverty...reduce inflation...

save our cities..."

Washington Star
September 12, 1979
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"Over the longer term, we will either bring inflation down or it will
assuredly get worse."

Wall Street Journal
January 3l, 1980

"As President I must tell the truth about inflation."

Speech to the Consimer
Federation of Ameiica
February /7, 1980

"Domestically, the most significant challenge that I face is a high
inflation rate, which is attributable in a major degree to the fact
that after all these years we still do not have a comprehensive
energy policy."

Washington Star
February 26, 1980

"Inflation is a symptom of economic distress. The truth is that we
have inflation because our economy is not productive enough to do all
the things that we demand of it."

Letter to the Speaker of the
House and the President

of the Senate

March 14, 1980

"Our whole society, the entire American family, must try harder than
ever to live within its means."

Letter to the Speaker of the
House and the President

of the Senate
March &4, 1980

"So, in my judgment the best thing that I could do for the people
about whom I am deeply concerned, the disadvantaged and the poor,
is to take every step to control inflation."

The President's News Conference
March 14, 1980

implemented long ago..."

Congressional Quarterly
March 15, 1980



















RNC PUBLIC AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT1

SOCIAL SECURITY

"My proposal for decoupling would assure to workers retiring in future
years benefits which are the same proportion of recently earned wages
as are the benefits of workers retiring now"

Position Paper, The Elderly
September 22, 1976

"We should...move continually to make sure that the Social Security
System always keeps pace with inflation."

Speech, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
October 28, 1976

"Treatment of the disabled should be improved, especially by shortening
the waiting period before benefits can begin for those who deserve them."

Speech, Pittsburgh Pennsylvania
October 28, 1976

"...we should encourage Social Security recipients who want to take jobs
to do so by liberalizing the earnings test, which currently penalizes retirees
who earn more than about $2,600 per year."

Speech, Pittsburgh Pennsylvania
October 28, 1976

"I am announcing today a set of proposals which...solve both the short-
term and long-term problems in the Social Security system through the
end of the twentieth century. These proposals are designed to:

--Prevent the default of the trust funds now predicted to occur.

--Bring income and expenses into balance in 1978 and keep them that
way through the end of the century.

--Create sufficient reserves to protect the system against sudden
decline in revenue caused by unemployment or other economic
uncertainties.

--Protect the system's integrity beyond the turn of the century to the
extent we can predict what will happen in the next 75 years.

--Provide for an orderly review and examination of the system's basic
structure."

iy sg 1s0 s

"I am instructing the Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare to
appoint the independent Social Security Advisory Council required by
law to meet each four years. 1 will ask the Council to conduct a
thorough re-examination of the structure of the system, the adequacy of
its benefits, the effectiveness and equity of disability definitions, and

ie cC Iy I rv »onsiv 1e of its administration. Their  Hort,
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"...it would be possible to consider a reduction in Social Security taxes
beginning in 198L."

Precidential Documents
Jatwual'y 25, 1979

"The Social Security System was bankrupt. It's now in a sound condition."

Dencidantial Nacyments

wiar il Jiy 127 s

"We must...address the continuing financial viability of the Social
Security System..."

Presidential Documents
January 21, 1980

"To help ensure the system's viability, I will propose legislation to
permit borrowing among the seperate trust funds."

Presidential Documents
ganuary 21, 1980
















TRANSPORTATION

TRANSPORTATION POLICY

"Priority now needs to be given not to developing massive new national
transportation systems, except in the case of public transportation,

but rather to achieving more effective utilization of the existing rail,
highway and airport networks."

Platform Program
New York, New York
June 16, 1976

"The present patch-work scheme of rail, truck and airline regulation at
the federal Tevel needlessly costs consumers billions of dollars every
year. However valid the original purpose of promoting fledgling industry
and protecting the public from the tyranny of monopoly or the chaos of
predatory competition, the present system has more often than not, tended
to discourage desirable competition."

Platform Program
New York, New York
June 16, 1976

"We will also continue our policy of increasing competition and reducing
air fares in international flights and pursue additional bilateral
agreements. Consumers have already benefited from reduced international
fares and improved services."

State of the Union Address
January 19, 1978

“This year we will build on the efforts we made last year to strengthen
the Nation's transportation system by decreasing consumer cost, pursuing
increased energy efficiency and improving safety."

State of the Union Address
January 19, 1978

"1 share your (Brock Adams) belief that our country's system of
transportation can and must be greatly improved in the future."

I A+ +Aanm +Aa Duanl, Adame iinAanw ki~

July 20, 1979

"Although we have developed an extraordinary transportation system, we
have missed opportunities in the past to improve transportation and at
the same time to achieve these other national objectives."

\ 1 Cor -ess
"Envituimental Priorities and
Programs”

August 2, 1979



















































URBAN AFFAIR!

"Nelghborhoods and families are the living fiber that holds our society

“Yer. Until we place them at the very top of our national policy,
our ho;  for the nation, and our goals for our private lives, will not
be attained.

"But for too many years, urban policy has been an enemy of the
neighborhoods--and of the families, too."

Urban Policy Statement
Brooklyn College
September 6, 1976

"We have to restore both the suburbs and the cities in this country,
instead of attacking them both. We must have a partnership--between
a vernment which knows its limits, a private sector which is
encouraged to do the right things, and the people, in their families,
and neighborhoods, and voluntary organizations."

Urban Policy Statement
Broon.yn College
September 6, 1976

' ontrary to any previous reports, the urban policy has come through
strong and unscathed. And I come this afternoon to address not r ‘pients
of the urban policy, but those of you who participated so deeply and
sincerely and effectively in the evolution of it."

Remarks Ar~~ncing Urban Policy
March 27, 17710

"The urban policy I am announcing today will build a New Partnership
involving all levels of government, the private sector, and neighborhood
and voluntary organizations in a major effort to make America's cities
better places in which to live and work. It is a comprehensive policy
aimed both at making cities more healthy and improving the lives of the
| ple who live in them." ‘

Meacecgoa tn angres

Nldl \.,h &Ll y L7710

"Three-fourths of the people in this country live in urban areas. And
I think it's accurate to say, without casting blame on anyone, that in
the past, before last year. the problems of the downtown central citv

National Urban Policy Remarks
August 16, 1978
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"There will be less federal aid for cities." (The cuts) "will go beyond
simply eliminating waste. There will be cuts in good, worthwhile
programs, which I have supported and some which we have developed

together to help your cities."

Baltimore Sun
March 18, 1980
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WELFARE

"...It is time that we broke the welfare and povi y cycle of our
poor people..."

Urban Policy for the Remainder

of the Twentieth Century, NYC
April 1, 1976

"...I propose a single, fair, uniform, national program of welfare
benefits funded in substantial part by the federal government with
strong work and job incentives for the poor who are employable and
with income supplen itation for the working poor..."

"...The welfare burden should be removed from a city such as New York
City with all welfare costs being paid by the federal and state
governments."

Urban P~licy for the Remainder

nf tha |, wentieth Ceniiov NYC

l\lJll.l l’ l//U

"...I do think the federal government and the state governments ought
to take over the full responsibility of welfare...And as the increased
costs of welfare come in the futur I think the federal government
ought to take an increasing responsibility for those financial costs."

Fortune Mapa~zine Interview
May 1976

Q.: Would you change the welfare system?

Carter: "Yes; I would. I would not completely federalize it. To do
so, it's estimated it would cost about $20 billion, which would add to
the federal budget without improving the quality of the system at all.”

Business Week Interview
May 3, 1976

"Anotl  need in easing urban problems, as I have stressed throughout
my campaign, is a complete overhaul of our welfare system.

Our present system is a failure deplored alike by those who pay for it,
those who administer it, and those who supposedly benefit from it.

1
refuses training or employment should not receive further welfare

benefits."

Urban Policy Speech
U.S. Conference of Mayors

Miluwrianiboae Wicrancin

ENT
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"And finally, the complexity of current programs and regulations tends
to waste, fraud, redtape, and errors. HEW has recently discovered
even Government employees unlawfully receiving benefits and numbers
of people receiving benefits in several different communities."

News Conference, Plains, Georgia
August 6, 1977

"Eyery time you simplify a system and remove the complexities you
eliminate one chance of fraud.

"Secretary Califano told me this morning that the estimated degree of
fraud in the food stamp program, for instance--those who are not
eligible to draw food stamps who do, those who get overpayments--
amounts to about 17 percent.

"So, in addition to the benefits that will be derived when this entire
program goes into effect, we have an excellent chance to realize

savings from the elimination of fraud of about S$1.3 billion within the
next 2 or 3 years just by simplifying, making more effective
administration, a closer cooperation between the local, State, and Federal
governments, and the computerization of the existing program, in
preparation for the full implementation of this one.

"So, how much the fraud savings would be after this full program goes into
effect, I can't say."

News Conference, Plains, Georgia
August 6, 1977

"As I pledged during my campaign for the Presidency I am asking the
Congress to abolish our existing welfare system, and replace it with

a job-oriented program for those able to work and a simplified, uniform,
equitable cash assistance program for those in need who are unable to
work by virtue of disability, age or family circumstance. The Program
for Better Jobs and Income I am proposing will transform the manner
in which the Federal government deals with the income needs of the
poor, and begin to break the welfare cycle."

"The program [ propose will provide:
--Job opportunities for those who need work...
\ Work Benefit for those who work * 1t whose incomes are inadequate
to support their families...
--Income Support for those able to work part-time or who are unable
to work due to aege. nhvsical disability or the need to care for children

"This new program will accomplish the following:

--Dramatically reduce reliance on welfare payments...

--Ensure that work will always be more profitable than welfare...

--Combine effective work requirements and strong work incentives...

--Provide increased benefits and more sensitive treatment to those
most in need...

--Reduce complexity...

-~ -ovide strong incentives to keep families together...











