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(NSC/Bakshian)
February 24, 1983
11:30 a.m.

PRESIDENTIAL TOAST: QUEEN'S DINNER ABOARD THE BRITANNIA
FRIDAY, MARCH 4, 1983
Your Majesty,

I appreciate very much your warm and gracious welcome. This
evening, Your Majesty, you have afforded Nancy and me a very
special honor. Who would have dreamt, on the day we married,
that 31 years later, we would celebrate our wedding anniversary
on board the Royal Yacht Bri*-=ania?

We are delighted to welcome the Britannia as she makes her
first royal visit to California's waters. It is particularly
fitting since Sir Francis Drake visited this same area in the

Golden Hind in 1579. I believe that his claim of California,

which he named New Albion, is no longer formally supported by
Your Majesty's government -- but your graciousness has conquered
us all.

Sir Francis may never have seen the Golden Gate, as it is so
often obstructed by our more-than-London fog; we hope you have
had better luck. The warm welcome afforded Sir Francis and his
shipmates by the local Miwok Indians during the 5 weeks he
remained in this area has certainly been mirrored by the welcome
you and His Royal Highness received this week from the present
inhabitants.

Although Sir Francis did not return, other Englishmen did.
As explorers, settlers, and builders, they added their valuable

contributions to California's development.
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As you know, the United States is a land and a culture that
draws its strength from many peoples and traditions. We gained
from the land of Elizabeth I and Sir Francis Drake our political
philosophy and democratic ideals, particularly our belief in the
equality of each individual under law. And, as seafaring nations
both, we cherish the tradition reflected in the prayer which I am

told was often recited on Golden Hind:

"They that go down to the sea in ships and occupy their
burdens in great waters, these men see the works of the Lord
and His wonders in the deep. Por at His word, the stormy
wind ariseth, which lifteth up the waters above."

Seas are not always calm, but our two nations continue to
strive together to build a stable world of peace and law. I
recalled in my remarks to you last night the continued relevance
of the principles of the Atlantic Charter, concluded by Prime
Minister Churchill and President Roosevelt in the dark days of
1941. Our two nations continue to strive for that ideal: the
establishment of peace and freedom among men and women of all
nations.

Let me conclude by confirming to you, Your Majesty, your own
place in the hearts of my countrymen. 1In you, Your Majesty, we
respect the embodiment of your late father, His Majesty
George VI's credo that "the highest of distinctions is service to
others."

Thank you again for your visit to us here and for your

memorable hospitality this evening.

Her Majesty the Queen.
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Her Majesty the Queen.
























