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Attached are papers for this Friday's 
NSC Meeting, which I am providing to you 
for a "heads-up." Although the meeting 
may slip until next week, the issue of 
Nuclear Site Security is one that we need 
to address because of increasing Congres
sional concern on the part of Senators 
Baker and Glenn and Congressman Dingell. 
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Executive Secretary 
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Dear Senator Glenn: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 11, 1983 

90762 

CHRON F LE 

We share your concern regarding the state of security and 
safeguards at domestic nuclear weapon facilities. 

I wish to inform you of recent developments in this 
critical area. Early in June, the National Security Council met 
to review problems of nuclear weapons security, and the rate of 
improvement in security. The Department of Energy has made 
substantial progress in correcting many safeguard and security 
shortcomings, and has developed an appropriate plan pf action 
for further improvement. · The Department has appropriate 
mechanisms in place for executing this plan but has not yet 
accelerat~d progress to the extent we all desire. Accordingly, 
I have taken a few steps to strengthen the role of the White 
House in this very important area. 

First, I have instructed Judge Clark to place members of 
the NSC professional staff on the steering group that oversees 
site security improvement programs for Department of Energy 
domestic facilities as well as on a similar group that performs 
this function for military sites. This will allow NSC staff to 
become intimately acquainted with the operations of upgrade 
programs, to influence these operations, and to alert promptly 
the White House to any situation calling for intervention at a 
senior level. 

Second, to reinforce the NSC staff work I have requested 
that the status of upgrade progress be reported quarterly to the 
NSC. 

Finally, I have requested that in addition to receiving 
the annual reports on nuclear weapon surety and ou~ domestic 
safeguards, the National Security Council be given a full 
briefing once a yeqr:on the state of US nuclear security 
worldwide. 

We believe these steps will improve the operation of the 
existing management structure and ensure . persistent attention to 
nuclear security at all levels of the government. We appreciate 
your interest. 

The Honorable John H. Glenn 
United States Senate 
Washingto~, -D.C. 20510 

Sincerely Q ~ ~ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 11, 1983 

Dear Consressman Dingell: · 

90762 

In Judge Clark's June 11 reply to your earlier letters 
concerning safeguards and security at nuclear facilities, he 
indicated that the National Security Council was soon to be 
briefed on the status of DOD and DOE nuclear weapons security, 
and that . you would be informed of any decision for improving 
White House oversight of nuclear security matters. 

The briefing for the National Security Council has now 
taken place, and I am pleased to share with you the results of 
our deliberations. 

The Department of Energy has over the past few years made 
substantial progress in correcting a number of known security · 
problems and in identifying the need for further improvements. 
The Department has appropriate management systems in place, but 
we have not yet accelerated progress to the extent we all 
desire. Accordingly, I have taken some additional steps to 
strengthen the role of the White House in this very important 
area. 

First, I have instructed Judge Clark to place members of 
the NSC professional staff on the steering group that oversees 
security improvement programs for Department of Energy domestic 
facilities and on a similar group that performs this function 
for military sites. This will allow NSC staff to become 
intimately acquainted with operations of the upgrade program, 
to influence these operations, and to alert prompt ly the White 
House to any situation calling for intervention at .a senior 
level. 

Second, to reinforce the NSC staff work I haye requested 
that the status of upgrade progress be reported quarterly to 
the NSC. 

Finally, I have requested that in addition to receiving 
the annual reports on nuclear weapon surety and our domestic 
safeguards, the National Security Council be given a full 
briefing once a year on the state of US nuclear security 
worldwide. 

. --... -
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I believe these steps will improve the operation .of the 
existing management structure and ensure persistent attention 
nuclear security at all levels of the government. I hope you 
will agree with me. We appreciate your continued interest and 
support in this critical area. 

.. 

The Honorable John D. Dingell 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

• 
... - . ·- r-.. -

Sincere(<~~ 

to 
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MEMORANDUM 

FROM: 

July 12, 1983 

FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

CHRISTOPHER LEH~ 

SUBJECT: Your Meeting with Senator Denton on Wednesday, July 13 

Based on a conversation with the Senator's defense staffer, 
I expect .the Senator will raise two specific issues with you 
tomorrow: 

First, Central America, in particular, the possi-0ility of 
invoking the Rio Pact and establishing a military quarantine to 
prevent the shipment of arms to Central America. The thought behind 
this is that we should invoke a multilateral effort to preserve 
peace in Central America. The Senator feels that there has to be 
some middle ground between the limited effort of 55 military 
advisers on the one end and the use of several U.S. divisions 
on the other. (The Senator is meeting with Ambassador Stone tomor
row and with the President on Thursday). 

The second issue the Senator will raise may well be his concern 
over nuclear weapons security in Europe and the danger of terrorist 
attempts on nuclear weapons sites. 

You should be aware that Senator Baker and others have been 
interested in this issue and a letter has been drafted by the NSC 
on this issue (see Tab A). 

You should also be aware that Senator Denton feels he has often 
been ignored by this Administration and that we only speak to him 
when we need his vote on some particular issue. It would be useful 
for you to assure the Senator of the President's appreciation for 
his support on the many issues that have been before the Senate over 
the past two years. 

Proposed talking points on the Rio Pact issue and the nuclear 
weapons site security issue are attached ~t Tab B~ -

ATTACHMENT A: Memorandum of June 20, 1983 

ATTACHMENT B: Proposed Talking Points 

&if.~ ' . 
(!A _, - - . _-Al Sapia~ch .. -concurs on Central America Talking Points 

Ray Pol¥c k1concurs on weapons S i~e Talking Points 
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. . 

TALKING POINTS ON THE RIO TREATY 

To invoke the Rio Treaty there has to be an overt act 
of aggression. The aggrieved party must ask for help 
by invoking the Treaty. The States who are party to th8 
Rio Pact will then act automatically. We are looking 
into this carefully. 

With regard to a quarantine or a cordon sanitaire, we 
have explored the idea. We can do it, but it could be 
considered an act of war. There is no question that we 
would be set up and the first aircraft shoot down or ship 
sinking would take the lives of innocent women and children. 

We have in a way multilateralized the conflict. The Hon
durans support us very closely; they are allowing the 
training of Salvadorans at a camp in their country. While 
our friends - recognize the threats to them, however, they 
are reluctant to get involved militarily. We do have a 
problem on this and are tyring to change perceptions. 
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BY 

Depart~ent of Energy 
Washingt_on, ."9~~- 2J)~8.5 J \ 

" [. • 1 4 - ~ OJ , 1, - .• ,. . 

Honorable William P. Clark 
Assistant to the President for 

National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Clark: 

SYSTEM II · 
91030 CHRON FILE 
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AUG 2 6 1983 

I want to thank you for the kind words contained in your July ,8 memorandum 
to Secretary Hodel relative to our briefing of the National Security Council 
at its June 10 me·eting on nuclear weapons security. We are in complete 
agreement with the a·pproach suggested in your memorandum as a means for 
improving upon our capabi1 i ties for addressing significant issues associated 
with the security of U.S. nuclear weapon faci1 i t'i es. 

We will welcome the participation of NSC staff in such meetings and functions 
on this area of concern as \lill assist them in obtaining first-hand experience 
vital to their understanding of our programs. We are currently in the process 
of formulating the terms of reference for DOE's Safeguards and Security 
Steering Group, the membership of which will be comprised of Headquarters and 
field office program managers, and we intend to invite participation by FBI, 
DOD, and NSC staff offic.ials in this endeavor. 

Subsequent to the June 10 meeting at the White House, we sponsored a meeting 
{also on June 10) of senior management representatives of the Departments of 
Justice and Defense, the FBI, and the Department of the Army to review actions 
required with respect to expediting the completion of a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) between those agencies relative to the provision of military assistance in 
the event of a domeitic terrorist incident. It has been our view that such an 
agreement is essential_ to effective interagency response assistance should such 
an incident occur at a DOE nuclear facility. That MOU has now been staffed and 
signed by each of the primary agencies {Justice, FBI, and Army) as of August 5, 
1983. Also, as the result of our June 10 meeting we have instituted a Working· 
Group, with representation from the above agencies to identify resource short
falls and to develop implementation plans for assuring that capabilities for 
prompt and effective civil/military response to a terrorist incident at a DOE' 
facility can be fielded if it becomes necessary. 
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R_egardi_ng the submission of quarterly reports on the status of our Safeguards 
and Security improvements program, it is our intention to submit the first of 
such reports in October 1981 inasmuch as our Eighth Annual Report on Domestic 
Safeguards was only recently submitted {July 11, 1983) to your office and there 
have been no significant changes to date. 

It is our understanding that the Secretary of Defense has suggested that there 
be semi annua 1 rather ·than the annua 1 NSC meetings on nuc 1 ear weapons security 
as requested in your memorandum. DOE will be happy to participate in semiannual 
NSC meetings if in your judgment that arrangement would be preferable to the 
President. 

Si 

Herman E. Roser 
Assistant Secretary 

for Defense Programs 




