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NODIS
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TAGSY PGV, FR

SUBJECT: (C) VISIT OF SENATOR LAKALT

Te (CONFIDENTIAL ~ ENTIRE TEXT).

72+ SENATOR LAXALT CAME TO FRANCE WITH SENATUR GOLDWATER
TO VISIT THE PARIS AIR SHOW AND MAKF A TRIP TO THE BASQUE
COUNTRY WHICH IS THE ANCESTRAL HUME OF HIS PARENTS. I
KEARD THAT DURING THIS TRIP HE HAD HAD AN UCCASIUN TU
MEET PRESTIDENT MITTERRAND, I THEREFURE CALLED DN THE
SENATOR UN MUNDAY, JUNE 8, TOQ GFT A KEADING UF HIS
CONVERSATIUN WITH THE PRESIDENT, THE SENATOR WAS VERY
FRIENDLY AND FURTHCOMING. HE SAID THAT HE HAD NUT
SOUGHT THE MEETING. IT HAD BEEN ARRANGED BY THE MAYOR
nF BIARRITZ LAST WEEKEND DURING THE SENATDR'S VISIT

TO THE BASQUE COUNTRY, THE MEETING WAS AT MITTERRAND'S
HOUSE IN THF LANDES, THE SENATAR HAU EXPECTED TO MAKE

A SIMPLE CUURTESY CALL OF 15 MINUTES BUT MITTERRAND
FXTENDED IT TO TWD HOURS.

3. THE SENATOR WAS STRUCK BY THE SIMILARITIES BETWEEN
PRESIDENTS MITTERRAND AND REAGAN AND SO TOLD MITTERRAND,
(THE SENATUP ALSO SAID THIS PUBLICLY TO THE MEDIA.) BOTH
MEN HAD SHUWN EXTRACORDINARY DETERMINATINN IN THEIR LONG
MARCH TD THE PRESIDENCY. BOTH WERE SELF=CUNFIOENT MEN
AND MEN UF CUNSIDERABLE CHARM. EACH WAS RUNTED IN HIS
NATIVE EARTH, THE SIMPLICITY AND RUSTICITY UF MITTER-
RAND'S HUUSE IN THE LANDES REMINDED THE SENATOR OF
RONALD REAGAN'S HOUSE IN CALIFORNIA,

4s MITTERRAND WANTED TO KNOW AND TN UNDERSTAND PRESIDENT
REAGAN AND HIS POLICIES, THE SENATNR GAVE HIM A FULL
FXPOSITION NF PRESIDENT REAGAN'S OUTLOOK AND IN PARTICULAR

ANNDTATIONS:

SENSITIVE
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STTUATION: CHECK
SUBJECT CATAGMRY: LIST

MESSAGE / ANNOTATIONS

HIS VIEWS UN THE ECONOMIC SITUATION AND THE MANNER THE
ADMINISTRATIUN WAS PLANNING TO CUPE WITH IT. MITTERRAND
WwAS VERY MUCH CONCERNED BY THE IMPACT OF THE HIGH
INTEREST RATES ON THE FRENCH ECNNOMY.

8¢ [ON FAST-WEST RELATIONSs MITTERRAND WAS VERY FIRM
AND SPECIFICALLY ON THE ISSUE OF TNF., THE SENATOR MADE
cLEAR T0O THF PRESIDENT THAT THE ADMINISTRATIUN WANTED
TN MOVE TO MEGOTIATIONS BUT NOT sEFDRE THE UNITED
STATES HAD GIVEN CONCRETE EVIDENCE NF A NATIUNAL WILL
TO BUILD UP LTS DEFENSES. THUS PRESIDENT KEAGAN WOULD
FIND A SUITABLE TIME TO MAKE AN ANNOUNUEMENT AFTER THE
PASSAGE UF A STRONG DEFENSE BUDGET. THE SENATUR TOLD
MITTERRAND THAT THE UNITED STATFS HAD NO INTEREST IN
PURSUING AN ARMS RACE WHICH WODULD CAUSE THE EXPENDITURE
nF ENORMUOUS RESOURCES THAT CUULD BETTER BE USED OTHER~
WISE, ACCURDING TO THE SENATORs, MITTERRAND VERY MUCH
wELCOMED HIS PRESENTATIDN,

6+ FINALLYs ACCORDING TU THE SENATOR, MITTERRAND
FXPRESSED THE HMOPE OF BEING ABLE TU VISIT WASHINGTON
REFORE THF END OF THE YEAR,

7. ALTOGETHER THE SENATWR WAS QUITE FAVDRABLY
TMPRESSED BY MITTERRAND wHOM HE FOUND SIMPLEs DIRECT,
NFTERMINEDs A MAN OF SUBSTANCE, NDOT "FLAKEY"™,

8, ON TUESPAY, JUNE 9, THE SENATOR MET THE NEW
MINISTER DF DEFENSE CHARLES HERNU AT A LUNCHEON HOSTED
RY THE FUITOR-IN-CHIEF OF THE MAWAZINE LE POINT» OLIVIER
CHEVRILLUON, THE CONVERSATION wAS APPARENTLY DIFFICULT
AS HERNU ANSERED QUESTIONS AT LENGTHs MAKING EXCHANGES,
COMPLICATED BY TRANSLATIONS, HEAVY-GUING. THE SENATUR'S
TMPRESSTUN WAS THAT HERNU wAS M"FEELING HIS WAY". THE
SENATDR HAD NN IMPORTANT POINT NF SUBSTANCE TO REPORT.
THE SENATAR WAS NOT IMPRESSED. CHAPMAN

pT

#7198

NNNN
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SUBJECT: ISRAELI RAID ON IRAQI NUCLEAR FACILITY

1. (8 — ENTIRE TEXT)

2. WE MET JUNE 11 WITH FOREIGN MINISTRY DEPUTY DIRECTOR
(MIDDLE EAST) HENRI SERVANT TO DISCUSS THE SITUATION AFTER
THE TSRAELI RAID ON THE IRAQI NUGCLEAR FACILITY. SERVANT
SAID THAT FOLLUWING OUR CONFIRMATIUN TO THE GOF ON MORNING
nF JUNE 8 THAT THE RAID HAD INDEED REEN UNDERTAKEN BY
TSRAELs HF AND HIS COLLEAGUES HAD PUT TNGETHER A STATEMENT
DF FRENCH REACTION WHICH WAS CRITICAL UF ISRAEL BUT NOT
VERY STRUNG, HOWEVER, WHEN THE MINISTRY RECEIVED THAT
AFTERNDON THE [SRAELI COMMUNIQUE ANNUUNGING THAT ISRAEL
HAD DESTRNYFD AN IRAQI REACTUR "BUILT 8Y FRANCE-" IT

WAS DECTDED THAT A FIRMER POSITIUN WAS REQUIRED: IT WAS
NOT FRANCE'S DBELIGATIDN TO DEFEND IRAQ RUT WHEN THE
ISRAELI GOVERNMENT DIRECTLY INVALVED FRANCE», THE GOF HAD
TO REACT STRUNGLY. THUS PRIME MINISTER MAURLY IN THE FIRST
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REACTION MUNDAY EVENING DESCRIBFD THE RAID AS "AN UNACCEPT-
ABLE ACT WHICH CAN ONLY INCREASE TENMSION IN THE REGION , o
. AND CNMPLTICATE AN ALREADY EXPLUSIVE SITUATION,"
SUBSEQUFNT NECLARATIONS HAVE BEEN CONSISTENT WITH THIS.

3. SFRVANT SAID IT WAS NOT CLEAR WHAT THE LUNGER TERM
IMPLICATIONS OF THE RAID WOULD REs THOUGH IT WAS BEING
GENERALLY ASSUMED AT THE MINISTRY THAT BEGIN'S ELECTORAL
CHANCES HAL NOT BEEN DAMAGED GIVEN THE MEAR TOTAL [SRAELI
CONSENSUS IN FAVOR OF THE RAID,

4« AS FUR ACTION AT THE UN» SERVANT SAID THAT THE ARAB
POSITTION IN THE SECURITY CUUNCIL WUULD PNLY BE DETERMINED
AFTER TDDAY'S ARAB LEAGUE MEETING IN RAGHDAD, HE SAID
FRANCE wWOULD SUPPORT A RESULUTINN CONDEMNING TSRAELI
VIOLATION UF INTERNATIONAL LAW, AND EVEN ONE CALLING FOR
REPARATIUNS. A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR SANCTIUNS, HOWEVER»
wOULD BRE MUCH MORE COMPLICATED, ESPECIALLY AS FRANCE
OPPOSES SANCTIONS AS A GENERAL RULE, HE DESCRIBED THIS
nPPOSITICON TU SANCTIONS AS A GENERAL PULICY NOT RELATED

TO THIS PARTICULAR QUESTIDN, THE GENERAL LINE THE FRENCH
PERMREP wILL TAKE IN THE SC DEBATE IS THAT THE FACILITY

IN TRAQ WAS BUILT IN ACCORDANCE wITH INTERNATIUNALLY
ACCEPTEN PRACTICEs THAT IRAQ IS PARTY T0O THE NPT» AND THAT
THE FACILITY HAD RECENTLY BEEN INSPECTED BY AN IAEA TEAM,
HE WILL SAY THAT UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES WHAT IS AT
QUESTION IS NOTHING LESS THAN THE RIGHT OF A DEVELOPED
COUNTRY TN GIVE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCF IN NUCLEAR MATTERS

TO A DEVELUPIMG COUNTRY, HE WILL CHARACTERIZE THE ISRAELI
RAID AS AN UNACCEPTABLE VIULATION OF INTERNATIUNAL LAW,
SERVANT SAID HE ASSUMED THAT THE ISRAELI TACTIC WILL BE TO
TRY AND JUSTIFY ITS ACTIUN AS SELF~DEFENSE THROUGH TURNING
THE DEBATF INTU A HIGHLY TECHNICAL DISCUSSIDON, FRANCE, HE
SAID, HAS NO INTENTION OF BEING URAWN INTO THIS KIND OF
NEBATE WHICH CULULD DRAG ON INTERMINABLY WITH EACH SIDE!'S
TECHNICAL EXPFERTS "PROVING" THEIR POINT OF VIEW.

5. AS TU THE LDONGER TERM EFFECT DF THE RAID ON FRANCU-
TSRAELT RELATIUNS, SERVANT SAID HE DID NOT THINK IT wWOULD
NECESSARILY BE VERY GREAT, HE SAID THERE IS A CERTAIN
AMOUNT OF "INNUCENCE"™ AMONG THE NEW MITTERRAND PEOPLE BOTH
AT THE FLYSFE AND AT THE QUAT CONCERNING ISRAEL. (HE
ADDED THAT HE DOES NOT INCLUDE MITTERRAND IN THIS
CATEGORYS: MITTERRAND HAS WARM SENTIMENTS TOWARDS ISRAEL,
RUT HE IS WILY AND KNOWS THE ISRAELIS TOO wELL NOT TO

KNOW WHAT THEY ARE UP TD.) THE MOST IMMEDIATE EFFECT IS
THEREFORE LTKELY TO BE THE LUSS BY THESF PEOPLE OF THEIR
"INNOCENCE"™ VIS-A-VIS ISRAEL AND PUSSIBLY AN EARLIER END
THAN WDULD OTHERWISE HAVE BEEN THE CASE OF EXAGGERATED
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HOPES FNR FRANCO-TSRAELI DIALDGUE., CHAPMAN

ANA NOTESY UPGRADED TO EXDIS PER S/5-U4 MR FEATHERSTONE,
gT
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IN A STATE UF wAK, NUT TH MENIIUN THE antHAL REhlPNOLAh
DEMANLS wHILM CUULD u: uXPELTtu FROM 1sRA:LJ.
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