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o THE WHITE HOUSE /1105 /
WASHINGTON ’
UNCLASSIFIED WITH © May 15, 1981

CONFIDENTIAL ATTACHMENT

-

INFORMATION

¢ -

MEMORANDUM FOR ED MEESE
FROM: RICHARD V. ALLE ﬂh

SUBJECT: Your Lunch Meeting with French Ambassador
v Francois de Laboulaye

For use during your luncheon meeting today with French Ambassador
Francois de Laboulaye you might find the following materials
relevant: -

~- A bio sheet on de Laboulaye (Tab A);

-- Our initial analysis of Mitterrand's victory which
we moved to the President immediately following last
Sunday's results {(Tab B);

-- A summary of quotes from Mitterrand himself on key
international issues (Tab C).

You might also find helpful, as an indication of the public stance
we are taking on a Mitterrand Presidency, a quick skim of the

backgrounder I provided for the press last Monday morning. It is
at Tab D.

UNCLASSIFIED WITH
CONFIDENTIAL ATTACHMENT
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- WASH{NGTON
CONFIDEUWTIAL WITH

SECRET ATTACHMENT May 11, 1981 oY
v . e

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: RICHARD V. ALLEN
SUBJECT: A Socialist President in France Afﬁf

In breaking with 23 ysars of center-right government an
.Francois Mitterrand as the first Socialist President of the

Fifth Republic, yesterday's French performance at the polls

ushers in a period of profound radefinition of French national
priorities im which only certainty at the moment 1is uncertainty
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So far as U.S. interests are conceraed, however, I think we
must -- at the very lsast -- anticipate dealing with a French
partner even more difficult than the one we have known in the
recent past. These difficulties will be most apparent in the

following areas

~ =-Trade policiss. BEverything in M*tter and's public statemenc<s
and what we know cZ 3Sccialist Party doctrine suggsests a resurgenca
of protectionist attictudes in France (which may be as much trouble
for the European Community as for us). g}r

--Defense policiss., Though HMitterrand will maintain an
independent Frencn nuclear force and continue support for the
modeLnlz glo“ of scme strategic assats, he will decreass defense
spending and will be far less willing and/or likely than Giscard
to take tangible actions in trouble-spots such as Chad, Libdbya,
tne Indian Ocean basin, or even the Persian Gulf. (C)

-~Third Worid issues. In line with broader Socialist Inter-
national rhetoric in Euzope, Mitterrand will oopose us on EL
Salvador and will resist placing Third World dsvelcpments in
an East-West contaxt (1t may be a long time befors you hear
a FrancoLa—Douvet successor call on vou in the Oval Qffice and
express understanding for our movas in Central America). &~ =

~--The German Eguation. Mitterrand's victory clearly strengthens
the Brandt «ing of the Socialist Party in ths F=deral Raspublic --

a fact which may prova to be the most critical so far as U.S5.-
Europe2an security intavasts are concernsd and Schmidt's capacity
to "deliver" on TNF. _ &y :
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MEMORANDUM ~—  — - 2620
THE WHITE HOUSE
. ’ WASHINGTON
g q145ﬂ24
COMFIDENTIAL
yd

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: RICHARD V. ALLEN

SUBJECT: , Mitterrand and the Campaign: Foreign
Policy Vagueness y&f

While it may be some time before we see any precise contours

to a Mitterrand Presidency in France, a sampling of his campaign
rhetoric could be useful as a clue to probable foreign policy
positions. With that in mind, I have put together the attachmentz,
which provides a quick rundown of relevant direct and indirect
quotes from Mitterrand himself. '

If these quotes strike you as vague, there is good reason:
Mitterrand's political career has been built on pragmatism
(some would say opportunism), and he was particularly careful
in his most recent campaign to avoid definitive stands on
foreign issues. Indeed, French commentators early on labeled
him "an artist of ambiguity" - a characterization which Giscazd
tried and failed to exploit by pointing to his rival as a Zrcnt
for a Communist takeover. QQTX

Mitterrand's very evasiveness on foreign issues in a campaicn
directed primarily toward internal discontent may be in our
favor; it suggests a leader who is coming to power unencumber=g
by firm promises which he must now redeem at our expense.

| ECLASSIFIED
CONg}DENTIAL be

Review on May 11, 1987 KRR 0T g g1l
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Mitterra

3] ‘j

orelgn 2ol:

-~ On his aporoach zo =halBregiience
dreaming of a Socialist wno would not pra
then count me out.”

: ZZ vou ar=
ctice socialism,

== On the possibility of a center-right legislature:
"If the French find pieasure in not. being logical witn
themselves, then I will govern accordingly."”

== On the Soviet militarv buildup: "Moscow seeks to
neutralize Europe with its SS-20s, a move France will adamantly
resist;" but "The Brezhnev proposal is worth studving as a
possible initial negotiating position" and "The U.S. and it

allies should consider abandoning the plan to install Pershing
missiles in Europe."

-- On East-West relations: "France will be firmly

anchored 1in Weste&n Europe and will build bridges to the
other Europd.'

-—- On Europe: "France under Socialism will defend its

interests inside the Community, notably in the agricultural
sector."

~— On the Middle East: "I support Israel's right to
exist within secure and recognized frontiers" and "I support
the Palestinian people's right to a homeland; the Camp David

accords offer a possible avenue to a settlement which should
not be discarded.”

-- On the Third World: "A Socialist-led France will be
responsive to human rights and ravolutlonavy strugglaes”" and
"U.S. interference in El Salvador is intolerable."

-- On the Atlantic Alliance: “"Soviet threats against
Poland make the Alliance increasingly necessary for a free

L T

Eurcpe" and "As French President I would place our nuclear
deterrent at the West's disposal in case of war;" but "There

is a need to redefine rﬂnch interests vis- A-vis the Atlantic
Alliance and vice versa.'

~-- On relations with *the U.S.: "It's only by saying no
to your iriends that you merit their ‘*1equhlp and esteem"
(He coupled this on a number of occasions with the assertion
that "France will play an independent role vis- a-vis the
superpowers and resist both U.S. and Soviet imperialism.")
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- The Briefing Room
- * May 11, 1e8l
10:08 A.M. EDT . :
1]
- MR, SPEAKES: We will now Begin the backgroun
It's on the reaction to the French 2lzctions. It's on
and it¢'s an acdministrat =<3

ADMINISTRATION OFfICI:aL:
night a letter of congratulazion to Fra i
Vvice President &id as well. You have copies of these
xzlanato céi n e President ser
n c =1 ne indicated
a erican peq
o nazion.
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It was not released last night based on
or the supposition that it should have besn receiwved
it was releazsed. There were scme reporis this m
that the President -- or that we nhad not reacted,
withholdine comment, buit, of course, the faci tha:
messace went out last night indicates that that wa
The President discussed the results of the eleczicn
this morning at the National Security briefing noul
Secretary of State was also present, and re
and his desire to work with the new opresigd

that he would be seeing him at Ottawa, of
the summit, and that desire Lo see ?raside
evicdent also in the letter of congratulat
sent to Monsieur Mitterrand. :

There is obviously an analysis going on of

the futura

course of Franco~American relations. It's anticipated that tasad
on the long-standiry warm relationship between our Twd countrlies
that our relations will continue to develcp with France, that we
are not drawing any conclusions other =han that we are staniing
prepared to work with the new French leacdership in the protacticn
of the interests of the West, and for the purpose of improving
the bilateral relationship between France and the United States.

Q Do you have any initial feelings as to what it
bodes for, let's say, the defense ci Western Europe or the common-

ality of approach of, let's say, the Indian Ocean and that sort of
thing?

MORE
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ABMINTATRAT

:

ITaks
ca2zicn
of his mandaze 1 be that o
anticipate amy shcrT-ran It is
the President-2lect of = ;
ic

view about the

Q That's more to our advantage, isn't ig¢?
; g

N .

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: %Well, again

to prejudge the Zull meaning cf Zhcese policies,
. have seen so far, it would aspear %hai the new
supports the Camp Davidé process. So, 1f thaz ¢
to one's advantage -- I think tha<'s a cdecision
must wait to make a:t a later date. .
. Q Cculé I follow up, because he suppor:is Camp ZzviZ,

" bkcause he tends to be more .
MORE
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pro-IsE:el ina 285 -- Jﬂt%. ines2 ira2 tne Ze2Terii L
seen. And secause ne zsnld I T2 ICT2wWOlI @33 ITTV Wt
isn't it possikle that Mitterrana, 2ven ocusn ne's 2 lefzisc
Socialisz, would have a2 ze=ter relazignship 1 some zspects of
foreign tolicy than we've had with Giscaczd.
ADMINISTRATICN OFFICIAL:- I think that's
possible. 3wt, again, I want to emphasize that we're
or predizting that Ifuture course of relaticns. 3Bzased
indicaticns, Z1t's clear that Mr., Mitterrané w:ill supp
national interest in his own perception ané will ohbvi
to build a consensus and to gain political supporit on
of that perception. To the extent that his perceptic
should overlagz, then I think that would only augur we

fine relationship.

Q Does the prospecti thaz
to include Communists in his Cabinet giv
create any problems?

ADMINISTRATION OFFrICI:

IRL: I think it would -- cercainly
the role of the Communist Party in a Cabinst cf a Eurcpean zllv
would be something that would attract cur atzaention and causa —-
(laughter) -- us to examine the situvation caxefully. Althouch,
we don't feel that ;; is a foregone conclusion whatsover that &
will be Communist participation in the new Trench government

Q Well, i
that even if new election
Communist voters wias the

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL Let's recall %hat ths Communisz
Party, the PCF, was strident in its cpocsiticon oI Mr. Mitterrand
and it was only after the first round that zha 2CF dezided 42
throw its support to him. So, Mr, Mitterrani is a Sociaiist in
the European Socialist tradition. He has reafficmed zhaz: on
countless occasions. That does nct mean that he undersc
Marxism-Leninism to be a guide for the prassnz or fcor <h
Quite the ccntrary, he's had a nurmber oI running discute
Communist Party, as I've just indicated. I don'%t think
a foregone conclusion whatsover that there would be a en
the PCF into this new administration in France.

0 Is there some concern about the possible nati
ization of multi-national companies that have an American in
such as ITT?

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: That matter wou
very carefully but, as of right noy, we have onlyv the o
indications n2s524 on the rhetoric of the campaign. Wheiher thas

will bg in policy or whether, for example, a consansus
could be built to effectuate those camﬂalgr ciscussions is something
that remains to be seen. That is an internal French matter cn whach
we would not commen% til policies were to change.

Q Has he responcded yet? I know it's very early
but has there been any contact with French officials, since
the message was sent? -

‘ ADMINISTRATION OFF \L: No, it being the weekend

ICIA
and I'm sure they had a late night in France, there would be no
reason to expect =--

MCRE
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: ADMINISTRATICON IFTICIiL: Yo, sutT Tnere 3ire =- =-n2rae
had been inizconmal lower-izvel zonmt2cis Ln wonica wafssmacisn oo
views have been exchanged apnd iniormation péssed whizh I wouldn's
care tO charactari:ze.

TADMINISTRATICN OFFICIAL: , Zere in Washincton.

Q Is there any concern that this may be the stacz:
trend in Western Europe?

STRATICN CrFICiaL: I den't think so. This
is an individual result based on the percepiions of :he French wciers
and we have no reascn o believe that this would szar:t such a trend.

We are in contact, as you well know, with all our ;7
alliance pariners, and the Sscrezary ci Staie's rescant contact a;>
he NaT) nministerizis ancé has hadé contact with the NATO wministeriall -
tary oI Defense is meeting tomcrrow with ouz NATO

ané the Secres

-

o)
[
H
cr
8]
[1/]
0

ing set. Obviously, though, Zor a
-

major I Dean pcwaz. to u %e or to unéergo an elsction in

which a sign ance promissd will prozably have

some radiating effacis throughoui the rest o Zurope. 3ut we
. think it's Zar toc early to draw any conclusions aboui that.

We believe that the Tranco-american Zlliance, the
is one that has an enduring character to i:i. Through
of turmoil in the Fourih ' Republic, the Unized-States
a ware azle to caxry on good relations. Ané we ihink
that that reservoir of cood will an eli n cem
two peodles is somethi o= i 11 b
a long time to ceome. s d T

MORE
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. -ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: I have not clearly followed
your guestion. . N
Q I see, you say tha%t vou were also goi

Z
some sort of soul-searching and analysis on what this al
Is that correct? Didn't you say that --

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: VYes. °

Q -- at the outset?
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIAL: Is 'be-i.r}g analyzed ait <he
, Q It would seem to be zlso having this very broasd
" brush that everything's going to be fine and --

JUhuk okbvizuslv enes
. ancé the subsaguen
will be held some
" ly, to analyze al
What
: sweep of Franco-i:
. . that is all we ha
that we have to k&

t's not an attempt to te
try to Ioresese the Iuture course of ou
know this mzrning.

Q What about an amtassadcr %o France? Twhan
going to name one?

ADMINISTRATION
has been for the last weaks
next couple of months
on that, but it's not --

tr

Q Wouldn't

ADMINISTRATION
world-class amkassade h
capalle of assessing
diplomat and Ambassad
provides ceontinuity £

Q Why has it taken so long to name these to

U
)
‘0
9}
it
7]

in Europe?
ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Well, of course, that --

Q Ambassadors to --

MORE



main until -- and serving at :he
a

2
pleasure oI the Presicden:z, until their resiznacicns a

Tra acceshad.
-
SO - .
- ) Q When co you intend to name a new one?
ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: It is likely that ’a naw
ambassador to France will be named -- °
Q How about Moscow?

a situation in which
sighed at the same
in Moscow in place

-

That matter is under careful and immadl

Q As Zar as France, was there anv Zfeesling %hat wvou
wanted to wait and ses who was elected belcre you saw what :vpe of
person you wanted to plug in there?

ADMINISTRATION CrZICIAL: Not really. have,

I think, the President if he decided %fo replace thaf Amtasszdcr

would have macde the choice regardless oI the ouiccnme oI ths slacticn.

It was noct timed for that pursose. -
President-elact's published ceosizicns woull

e
concern Lo us?

Q Want to say anythi
Schmicdt's political base?

"

) ADMINISTRATICN OFTICIAL: That's diffic:
well. But in the cguestion of Berlin, the election he
that are really, truly inconclusive.
t was a mayoral election. Hans Yokin Veogel was sent :o
Berlin for the express purpese ¢f winning that eleczion, = Noyeu
might say. A former mavor of Munirh and Justice Minister ia tha 3ona

cabinet, in the coalition cabinet.

The fact that there has been no clear cut majority, leaves
that situation open to guestion.

Berlin has always been a stronghold of the $PD, the Soclal-
ist Party of Germany.. And we may recall that it was there that Mayor
Willie Brandt made much of his early reputation as the stalwazt mayor
of that beleaguered city. ’

MORE



The full implicaziasns of thas ar
I have read press ssperfts that —ndicazz thera
concern i%:iéii):ha: there will be implicazion
for the rUT=rT coaliition.if a diffsrant tvre o
lished diZZfarent f£zcn the cne that in(2
in Berlia. Phe analvsis is not ve te.
CDU won 47.9 percent of the vote and ombi
Free Denmocratic Coalition cnliy goz 43 3 ent
percentage, of the cutstanding percentage, re
and splinter partles such as the greeas and ©
work out is not‘entirely certain. There will
, negotiations on both sides. . N
Q Wasn't the U.S. administration studving the Tranch
' election all alonc and aren't you well versed now on Mittarani's
various stands? . . '
' ADMINISTRATION OFFICI~L: Yes
. of studies and we know there have been a 1
" wbuld heppen, buit as in the case of any co

many points of view are collated znd wa've
various sectors Irom the Department

T SaenT

cZ S
agencies. We've had from other smbassie
na a2

T s
. the course of the l&st weeks Zrom +thes Naiti
staff and the like, but we're not prepared a b
" ment vet becausz we cdon't know exactlv how sicde el
organize his Cabinet and precisely what policies he'll implemen=.

Q What is the policy
the nationalization of scme companies in
are part ownadé by U.S. concerns?

RATT O
=Y s
the Unitnd ”ya es gcvernmen
policy is announcecd and ad

Q When vou said that Haig was contaciing allies
did you mean in reference to this? Or did I misunderstand?
ADMINISTRATION OFPICIAL: No, not at all. What I rafzrrzi
to 'was the kxinds 0f -~ yes. The guestion that I was responding o
had to do with the impact oI that French slection on +he resst ofF
. Burope. And I just responded that the Secretary had recently raturnsld
" from the NATO ministerial which atvtomaticalily put him into contacs
with our allies and it was not mean:t specifically with respect 2
this election.
Q Would you like £o help us out on how Dreczriocus

you see the situation today in the-Lebancn situaticn?

ADMINISTRATION OFF

ICIAL: Well, I'd hoped that we would

confine this_t»*% morning Lo matte e
ch
H

s of the French election. 7Th
s being monitoreé on a cecnsztant

situvation in Lebanon is one whi 1
bib will arrive in Israel this
t
a

basis. As you know, Ambassacdor Ha
afterncon. He has been in constant contact with the Secretary of
State over the weexend. The Secretary has reported to the President.
The sitvation remains unchanged from what you know and what we Kknow.
Obviously, it is the expectation of the President and the Secretary

of State that Ambassador Habib's mission should be allowed tO run :its
full course --

Q What is its course?

MORE
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additional

< P
report wiin

“ravel whil=s

and throuun N2 teoIf2

pred Til
careifully zinalyzec. 7Th
nhave to characterize .z
which word zne wan:zad =z
there's been no markesd

- - Q  Habid nmicht makéd ancthar sircuii 1o the thres casi-—zl:
before coming back? )
ADMINISTRATION OrrfICIAL: At the request of the Secretary
of State, he may in fact do that.
A
: o] Go into Saudi arabia?
ADMINISTRATICON OFFICIAL: I coulén't tell vou about the
rest of his travel schedule.
Q When will vou decicde wher he will be returning?
ADMINISTRATION CFTICIAL: This is not going o get inte
a Middle zast briefing, if you don't mind.
: Q He couldé be returning this afternoon?
Ex) N
ADMINISTRATION OFTICIAL: Parcdeon?
Q He could be returning affer the meeting in Srazil?

. ADMINISTRATION OFF
be his schedule. I really den't know. I
the precise travel schedule.

Q You saié from what we know, it would agcear thac
the new President plans to support the Camp PDavid Process. Is zhes
good?

MORE
+
N
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Q Could I ask one other guest

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: This i

- . .

Q - 1I'd like to xnow do the sta
By Mitterrand bode well or iil f£or the United
Europe will take a greater part in paying for

not to .answa

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: I just

- /9

ion on +hat?

taments Ia the camcaicn
Stzt2s’ hoge =aza:
its own defense? :

really would vprefar

r that cuestion because to do sc would cive vou a

heacdline ané would alsc be premature. I'11 1
analysis fcr vou at a later date.

ADMINISTRATION CFFICIAL: For th
late, this 1s a backcround briefing with attr
administration official.

et octhers make th

ose wilo came in

ibutieon to a senicr

10:35 &2.¥, 227
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UNCLASSIFIED WITH May 15, 1981
CONFIDENTIAL ATTACHMENT

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN

FROM: JAMES M. RENTSCHLE: /

SUBJECT: Ed Meese's Meeting with de Laboulaye

Janet briefed me on the lunch meeting Ed Meese is scheduled to
have today with Francois de Laboulaye. Your memo to Ed Meese
at Tab I provides appropriate materials which he may want to

skim preceding the meeting.

RECOMMENDATION:

That you sign the memo to Ed Meese at Tab I.

Approve As Amended

cc: Jim Lilley
Norman Bailey

Attachments:

Tab I Memo to Ed Meese
A Bio sheet on de Laboulaye
B Analysis of Mitterrand's Victory
C Summary of Quotes from Mitterrand
D Backgrounder to Press

UNCLASSIFIED WITH
CONFIDENTIAL ATTACHMENT
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TO ‘ALLEN FROM RENTSCHLER 7 DOCDATE 15 MAY 81

KEYWORDS: FRANCE DE LABOULAYE, FRANCO

SUBJECT: BRIEFING PAPERS FOR MEESE MIG W/ FRENCH AMB ON MAY 15

ACTION: FOR SIGNATURE DUE: 15 MAY 81 STATUS X FILES
FOR ACTION FOR COMMENT FOR INFO
ALLEN
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SITL/B R whwkwkkQ O N—FI"TE N T R anedntn

DATE @5/25/81 WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM
WHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION:

SIT: NAN COL VP

VSR COMMENT: , DECLASSIFIED
MESSAGE ANNDTATIONS: . NLRRW 0L

NO MESSAGE ANNOTATIONS BY Z%Z B 10

MESSAGE:

TMMEUTATE

DE RUEHC #8448 1372049
0 1720397 mMAY Bl ZFF4
FM SECSTATE WASHDC

TO AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 2@g@

C O NEduB—f~N—F—F A | STATE 12844y

NODIS

FOR AMBASSADOR HARTHMAN

EaOes 120053 ROS=1, O/1 /01 (EAGLEBURGER, LAWRENCE §,) EUR

TAGS: PGAV, PINT, FR, US
SUBJECT? INITIAL CUNTACTS WITH MITTERRAND

REF: PAKIS 14388 (NGUIS)

1. MSENTIRE TEXT.

2, WE AGRER WITH THE GENERAL APPROACH YOU QUTLINED REFTEL.,
ACCORDINGLY YOU SHOULUV. AS SOON AS PUSSIBLE: SFEK A
"COURTESY CALL" UN PRESIDENT=ELECT MITTERRAND. WE REw
COGNIZE THAT HE MAY NUT WISH TO RECEIVE FOREIGN AMBASSADOKS
UNTIL HWE HAS BEEN INAUGURATED, BUT WELIEVE IT IS DESTRABLE
TGO hAVE YOUR REQUEST FOR A MEETING UN THE RECQURD IMME«
DIATELYs YOUR MEETING SHOULD SERVE AS AN INITTIAL CONTACT
BETWEEN THE U.S. AOMINISTRATION AND MITTERRANU IN WIS NEW
CAPALTITYes DOUR PRIMARY OBJECTIVE WTLL B8E TO ESTABLISH A
CONTINUING DIALUGUE WITH HIMe THE FOLLOWING PQINTS SHOULD
BUIUEL YOU DURING THE MEETING. - - ’

SECSTATE WASHDC 8449 UTG21720392 MAY 81 PSN3
TOR: 138712232
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DATE #5/25/81 WHITE HOUSE SITUATION RQOQM

MESSAGE (CONTINUED)S

== YUU SHOULD LINK THE WARM CONGRATULATURY MESSAGES FROM
PRESIDENT REAGAN AND VICE PRESIDENT BUSH TO YUUR CALL

TO ESTABLISH THAT ALL THREE REFLECT QUR RESPECT AND
APPRECTATION FOr THt DEMOCRATIC PROCESS IN FRANCE, WHICH WE
BELIEVE I8 IN OUR OWN TNTEREST,

w= WL WISH TO WURK CLUSELY WITH MITTERRAND, T1Q WO THIS
WE NEED TO KNOW AS MULH AS POSSIBLE ABQUT HIS PLANS AND
OBJECTIVES, ORAW MITTERRAND OUT ON HIS THINKING ABOUT
MAJOR ECUNDMIC AND FOREIGN POLICY ISSUES,

== WITHOUT ATTEMPTING TQ PRESS US VIEWS ON MIITERRAND IF
HE IS5 EVIDENTLY UNWILLING TO LISTENs YQU SHOULD MAKE THE
POINT THAT THERE ARE A NUMBER QOF ISSUES OF CRITICAL
IMPORTANUE TO BOTH UUR COUNTRIES, ON WHICH WE HOPE To
WORK CLUSELY WITH THE NEW GOF,

== SHOULU MITTERRANU WIVE YOU AN OPENING, YOU SHGULD
INDICATE THE MAIN ISSUES ON WHICH WE CONSIOER CQOPERATION
WITH FRANCE A HIGH PRIOQRITY:

Ae EAST™KEST RELATIUNDS == WE NEED A BRQOAD WESTERN CON=
SENSUS OUN HOw TO MEET WORLDWIDE SOVIET ARVENTURISM,

Bs FULAND w»= WE NEEL TO RECONFIRM WESTERN AGREEMENT 0N
CONTINGENCY MEASURES FOR REACTION TO POSSIBLE SOVIET
INTERVENTION,

Co CUE == WE WISH TU MAINTAIN WESTERN SOLIDARITY ON
THIS T1S8SUE,

Do SUUTHERN AFRICA =« WE NEED TO WOKK TUGETHEKR IN THE
WESTERN CONTACT GRUUP TO ACHIEVE NAMIBIAN INDEPENDENCE
WITH CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEES,

En LEBANUN == WE ARE UEEPLY CONCERNED, RECOGNIZE SPECIAL
FRENUH RULE, AND WANT TO CONSULT CLUSELY. UFFER TQ
BRIEF FRENCH UN RESULTS OF HABTB MISSION WHEN IT HAS
BEEN COMPLETED.

Fo PERSIAN GULF SECURITY == WE VALUE ANO WISM TO CONe
TINUc THE INFORMAL COURDINATION BETWEEN OUR MILITARY
UNTTS TN THE AREA,

SECSTATE WASHDC 8449 DTGS172039Z MAY 81 PSN?

TOR: 138712232
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DATE B5/25/81 WHITE HUUSE SITUATION RODOM
MESSAGE (CONTINUED):

== Wb L OUK FORWARD TO OPENING A MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL
DIALUGUE UN THESE AND OTHER SUBJECTS WITH THE NEW
FORcIGN MINISTER AS 300N AS HME TAKES UFFICE.

== We WOULD ALSO LIKE TO ESTABLISH A DIALUGUE WITH
MITTERRAND HIMSELF, TRY TO OBTAIN A COMMITMENT FOR A
FURTHER MEETING. IF MITTERRAND GIVES YOQU AN URENING

YOU SHOULD UNDERTAKE TO RESPOND TO WUESTIONS HE MaY HAVE
ABOUT 1J+8, POLICIES, AND TO COME BAUK TU SEE HIM TO
CONTINUE THE LIALOGUE,

== WE DO NOT WISH Tu PRESS, BUT IF THE ATMOSPHERE 1§
RIGHT AND AN OPPORTUNITY PRESENTS ITSELF, YOU MAY QFFER
TO TRY TU ARRANGE A CALL ON HWIM BY AN AFPROPRIATE SENIOR
MEMBER OF THE REAGAN ADMINISTRATION ON THE FIRST
OCCABLION WHEN SuCH AN OFFICIAL MAY pE IN EUROFE ON OTHER
BUSINESS.

34 WITH REGARD TO THE POINT IN PARENTHESES IN PARA 4

OF ReFTEL, wE PREFER THAT MITTERRAND LEARN THE "WUALTTY
AND SENSITIVITY" QF THE U.S.=FRENCH RE[ATIONSHIP
INITLIALLY FROM FRENCHMEN, AND THAT YOUR CISCUSSIUN NOT.
ON YUUR INITIATION, RATISE WITH MITTERRAND QUR RESERVYA=
TIONS ABOUT COMMUNIST PARTICIPATION IN THE GOF IF RASHISH
HAS ALREADY ODONc SU WITH ATTALI AND DELURS. IF RASHTSH
HAS NOT DONE SOy THEN YOU SHOULD MAKE POINTS YOU BUGGEST
REFTEL, UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES, YOU SMOULD USE YOUR
POQINTS IF MITTERRAND ASKS YOU ABOUT UsSe REACTIONS To
INCLUSTON OF COUMMUNISTS IN GOF.

4, FY¥1?! THE SECRETARY HAS BEEN ASKED TO CUORDINATE
VISITs8 TU PARIS DURING THE COMING ELECTORAL PERIOD

BY UaS., OFFICIALS SEFKING CONTACTS WITH THEIR FRENCH
CGUNTERPARTS. WE WILL BE DISCOURAGING UNNECESSARY
VISITS (EXCEPT THOSt FOR EXCLUSIVELY MULTILATERAL
BUSINERS OR THE AIRSHUW), AND wILL TRY TU ENSURE THAYT
VISITORS WHOSE CONTACTS WITH THE FRENCH ARE AFPRUVED
ARE UPERATING FRUM THE SAME GUIDANCE, END FYI, HA1G

FAGE 23
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SENSITIVE
PAGE 1 = 465 SITUATIAN LISTING DATE 06/01/81//152
SITUATIONS CHECK
SUBJECT CATAGORYT LIST
MESSAGE / ANNOTATIOMY DECLRSSHFIED
MESSAGE: o
13 RLRR (VY12- 01 " K30
STUQ752 enp . y
oh ahace BY_G rx oate_Shjv
DE RUFHFR #4814 1281456

ZNY ¢CCCC zzW

0 1814557 MAY 81

FM AMEMBASSY PARIS

T$ SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5328

5

C—B-N—F—I-—p—f-N—F—F—A—b PARIS 14814

Eelo 120657 GDS 05/18/87 (CHAPMAN, CHRISTIAN A,) OR=M
TAGS: PGOvV, PINT, FR u

SUBJECT: INITIAL MEETING WITH MITTERRAND'S TRANSITION TEAM
ly (L - ENTIRE TEXT,)

2o DCM AND CHIEF OF INTERNAL UNIT CALCED ON PIERRE
BEREGOVDY, HEAD OF MITTERRAND!'S TRANSITION ¥EAM,ON EVENING
OF MAY 15, BEREGOVOY IS A4 LONG-TIME EMBASSY CONTACT,

3s DCM QPENED THE CUMVERSATION BY CONGRATULATING HIM ON
FRANCOIS MITTERRAND!'S VICTORY MAY 10, BEREGOVOY REPLIED _
THAT THEY HAD GREATLY APPRECIATED THE WARM TERMS OF PRES§I=
DENT REAGAN'S CONGRATULATORY LETTER AMD SO WAD MITTERRAND
HIMSELF WHO wOULD BE SEMDING THE PRESIDENT A PERSONAL REPLY,
4 BEREGOVYOY GOOD HUMOREDLY NOTED THAT NDW wWg WOULD BE
DEALING WITW THE DEVIL'! BUT HE EMPHASIZED IT WAS IMPORTANT
TO HAVE GOOD RELATIONS BETWEEN FRANCE AND THE UNITED STATES,
HE SAID THAT DONE AREA WHERE A CUEARER UNDERETANDING WOULD
BE NECESSARY WAS IN THE ATLTANCE: WE WOULD NEED TO KNOW
JUST WHAT gACH NTHER'S RESPONSIBILITIES WERE, IN THE
ENSUING EXCHANGE, BEREGIVOV SEEMED TO INDICATE THEY HAD IN
MIND CODRDINATINN OF POCICY QUTSIDE THE TREATY AREA, AS HE
CITED THE SINGLE EXAMPLE OF AFGHANISTAN, ,

5., DLM SAID THAT WE WOJLD KEEP THIS MEETING BRIEF, AS WE
FULLY APPRECIATED THE DIFFICULTIES AND CONFUSICM INVOLVED
IN A TRANSITION PERIDDY WE IN THE U, S, ARE ONLY TOO
ACCUSTUMED TD THIS KIND OF EXPERIENCE. BEREGOVDY LAUGHED
AND SAID THAT SUCH WAS NOT THE CASE IN FRANCE, WHERE
NEITHER CONSTITUTIUNAL NOR ADMINISTRATIVE pPOCEDURE EXISTS
FOR A SMOOTH TRANSITIONI THEY WERE CONFRONTED 8Y SERIOUS
LEGAL, ADMINISTRATIVE AND ECONOMIC PROBLEMST FOR INSTANCE,
HE NOTED IN A RATHER IRRIFATED FONE, HE HAD JUST RECEIVED
WORD FROM THE E[YSEE THAT MITTERRAND'S PROPHSAL TO TAKE
OVER POWER DN THE 20TH WAD BEEN REJECTED RY GISCARD, THIS
WAS UNFORTUMATE, AS DECISTVE ACTION NEEDS Tm BE TAKEN ON
MANY PROBLEMSs PARTICULARCY THE FRANC. (THE TRANSFER IS

SENSITIVE
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PAGE 1 = 466 SITUATIAN LISTING DATE 0&/01/81//152

SITUATIONS CHECK
SUBJECT CATAGDRYT LIsT

MESSAGE / ANNOTATIONT

NOW SET FOR THE 21ST.)

6y DOEM SAID THAT WE WANTED TO AVOID CONTRIRUTING TO THE
CONFUSION AND AROVE ALL AVDIDING MISUNDERSTANDINGS IN THIS
PERIOD, WE WANTED, THEREFORE, TO ESTABLISH CLEAR LINES Dr
COMMUNICATION, FOR THIS REASONs WHILE WE RECODGNIZE HOW
BUSY THE NEW. PRESIDENT wAS, THE AMERICAN AMRASSADOR WOULD
LIKE TO MAKE A COURTESY CALL ON HMIM AT THE PRESIDENT!S
EARLIEST CONVENIENCE, BEREGOVDY ASKED DID TME AMBASSADOR
WANT TD SEE MITTERRAND BEFORE THE TURNUOVER HF POWER? DCM
REPLIED THAT THE AMBASSADIR HAD NO SPECTAL nNR URGENT
MESSAGE BUT THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO SEE HIM AT AN EARLY DATE,
BEREGOVDY SAID TWAT THIS wOULD BE NI PROBLEM,

7+ DCM WENT ON TO SAY THAT THERE wWULD BE A NUMBER OF
IMPORTANT AMERICAN LEADERS FRDM BOTH THE EXECUTIVE AND
LEGISLATIVE BRAMCHES INCLUDING SENINR SENATARS/CONGRESSMEN
TRAVELING THROUGH PARIS IN THE COMING WEEKS; MANY IN
CONJUNCTION WITH THE PARIS AIR SHOW. SOME HAD ALREADY
REQUESTED MAKING CALLS IN PRESIDENT MITTERRAND, BEREGOVOY
INTERRUPTED, SAYING THAT THERE WOULD RE A GPVERMNMENT VERY
SOON, AND THAT THE MINISTRY DOF FOREIGN AFFATRS COULD
RECEIVE SucH VISITORS (WE TDOK THIS TO BE AN IMPLICIT
STATEMENT THAT MITTERRAND WAULD NOT BE LIKE[Y TD SEE THEM,)
8. FINALLY, THE MINISTER ASKED IF FOREIGN DELEGATIONS
WOULD BE INVITER OR EXPECTED TO ATTEND ANY CERFMONY IN
CONNECTIDM wi1TH THE TRANSFER OF POWER, BEREGDVOY!S REPLY
gﬁs AN NEQUIVOCAL NO. HARTMAN

4814
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT, NSC: COUNTRY FILE SMF 12/14/2007
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FRANCE (5/15/81-5/27/81) S2007-081
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Box Number

13 24
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Document Description pages tions
46831 MEMO 1 5/20/1981 Bl
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UNCLASSIFIED WITH
SECRET ATTACHMENT

ACTION May 18, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN N\
\
FROM: JAMES M. RENTSCHLERJ“\\

SUBJECT: Mitterrand and the Middle East

Through Don Gregg, the Agency was tasked with the analysis
at Tab A on Mitterrand's likely approach to Middle East
matters. As Don points out, it is not the most decisive
paper ever to emerge from the analytical process,but then
again it is still rather early for definitive calls.

Your memo to the President at Tab I conveys the essential
points of the Agency's analysis.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memo to the President at Tab I.

Approve Disapprove

cc: Jim Lilley
Don Gregg
Dennis Blair
Geoff Kemp

Tab T Memo to the President
A - CIA Analysis on Mitterrand

UNCLASSIFIED WITH
SECRET ATTACHMENT
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PAGE 1 = 302 SITUATION LISTING DATE 06/0)1/81//152

SITUATION? _ CHECK
SUBJECT CATAGDRY: LIST

MESSAGE / ANNDTATIOMY

MESSAGE?
HCEOQTT
UTse170
00 RUEHC
DE RUFHFR #8286 1410854
INR UUUUU 72K
D 21085271 MAY 8]
FM AMEMRASSY PARIS ‘
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5522
BT
UNCLAS PARIS 15256
EsOs 120687 N/A
TAGS: PQQVJ FR '
SUBJECTY PRESIDENT MITTERRAMD
FRANCOIS MITTERPAND UFFICIALLY ASSUMED THE PRESIDENCY
OF FRANCE MAY 21 AT 10830 LDCAL TIME, HARTMAN
BT
#5256
NNNN
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PAGE 1 =~ 298 SITUATION LISTING DATE 06/01/81//152
SITUATIONS CHECK
SUBJECT CATAGORY: (15T o 3”9’7
MESSAGE / ANNOTATIONT
MESSAGE?
HCE269 DECLASSIFIED
STUBGLGL
PP RUEHC NLRR 27 1081 *bk 23
DE RU;HFR #5268 1410927 BY 5«/
INY S55S§ 77H MADA &y 22/
P 2109267 mAY B1 “AF‘@ME "J

FM AMEMBASSY PARIS )
TO SECSTATE wASHDC PRIDRITY 5526
BY

SECTRE T PARIS 15268

EXDIS

EeOs 120657 xDS=1 5/20/31 TELY» MICHAEL E.C.) OR=E

TAGS: FR, uUS, EINDs, ESTE

SUBJECTT BRENCH STRATEGIC TRADE CONTROLS

REF: PARIS 12659

1e LS ENTIRE TEXT,

2. DURING A MAY 18 MEETING WITH QUAI EAST=WEST TRADE
DFFICER MDUTON AND FRENCH CDCOM DELEGATE POURCHEL.
EMBASSY ECONDMIC MINISTER INQUIRED ABDUT THE CURRENT
STATUS OF THE FRENCH GUVERNMENT'S REVIEW OF STRATEGIC
TRADE CONTROLS,

3, MOUTDN REPLIED THAT PRIME MINISTER BARRE DECIDED THAT
A CARETAKER GODVERNMENT COULD NDT APPROVE THF NEW SYSTEM
AS A ROUTINE MATTERs AND ACTION HAS BEEM DEFERRED TD THE
NEW GOVERNMENT., MOUTON CLAIMED THAT THE PRACEDURAL
ASPECTS OF TWE ISSUE VIRTUALLY HAVE INTERMIISTERAL
APPROVAL, HE CHARACTERIZED THE REMAINING PROCEDURAL
DIFFERENCES TO BE "NDT 2F MAJOR IMPDRTANCEw AND SUGGESTED
THEY INVOCVED BUREAUCRATIC INTEREST IN ASSURING WIDE
INTERMINISTERIAL PARTICIPATION IN THE REVIEW PROCESS,

IN CONTRAST, HE SAID INTERMINISTERIAL DIFFERENCES REMAIN
OVER THE CONTENT OF THE LiST SUBJECT TD THE NEW SYSTEMS
AND INTERMINISTERIAL AGREEMENT ON THE DEFINITION OF
"HARD-COREw TECHNOLDGY HAS NDT YET BEEN ACHIEVED,

4y MOUTON VIEWED THE ISSUE AS ONE REQUIRING POLITICAL
DECISIONS AT THE CABINET CEVEL, HE SAID THE DEFINITION
UF "HARD=-CORE" TECHNOLOSY IN THE PRESENT PRAPOSAL WAS
EITHER wrnp wipe OR TOO NARROWY DEPENRING nn YGUR PER-
SPECTIVE., HE SAID THE VIEW OF THE FRENCH DEFENSE
MINISTRY ON THE LIST WOULD COME AS ND SURPRISE TQ THEIR
US COLLEAGUES. ACCORDING 7O MOUTON, THE FDREIGN MINISTRY
BELIEVES TWE HARD=CORE ([IST MUST TRULY ENCOMPASS HARD=CORE
TECHNDLOGY AND THE PRESENT PROPOSAL DOES NOoF Do THAT.
THE MINISTRY RELIEVES THERE SHOULD BE STRICT COMTROL OF

SENSITIVE
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PAGE 1 - 299 SITUATION LISTING DATE 06/01/81//152
SITUATION! _ CHECK
SUBJECT CATAGORY? LIST

MESSAGE / ANNDTATIONS

A LITTLE RATWER THAN SUFT CHANTROL OF A UOT AND WILL STICK

WITH THIS posITION IF THE NEW MINISTER SUPPARTS IT,

5. MOUTON COMMENTEDR THAT THE FRENCH MAVE COMPLETED A
GREAT DEAL OF WARD INTERMINISTERIAL WORK ANp INTEND TO
“CLEAN UP" TWEIR CONTRUL SYSTEM. MOUTON SEES NO PROBLEM
AS CONCERNS NUCLEAR TECHNOLDOGY DR ARMAMENTS, (THIS VIEW
IS CONFIRMED By THE PUBLICATION, BEING REPOATED SEPTEL,
OF A MAY 11 DECREE IN THE JDURNAL OFFICIEL EXPANDING THE
ITEMS COVERED BY THE FRENELH MUNITION CONTRAT SYSTEM TO
INCLUDE NUCLEAR AND LASER EQUIPMENT), MOUTRN SAID THE
FRENCH SEEK A TRULY STRATEGIC APPRDACH BEYomD TRANSITORY
CONSIDERATIONS., IN HWIS viEW, THIS MEANS AN EFFECTIVE
EMBARGO ADDING CERTAIN ITEMS TO THE €0COM [IST AND SUBm
TRACTING OTHERS, MOUTHN STRESSED THAT THE MBTIONS WILL

BE PRESENTED TO THE NEW GOVERNMENT IN CLEAR TERMS) EITHER

MAINTAIN TWE EXISTING SYSTEM OR STRENGTHEN IT, MOUTON
CONCLUDED THAT HE SAW LITTLE POSSIBILITY FOR A GOVERN=
ggNIAg DECISION ON THE MATTER UNTIL AFTER THE VACATION
RID
be EMBASSY COMMENT: ALTHOUGH MOUTON DID NOT AT ANY
POINT SPECTFICALLY REFER 70 THE INDUSTRY MI . ISTRY IN HIS
DISCUSSTION OF FRENCH POLIEY DIFFEREMCES UVER THE DEFINI=
TION DF wHARD=CORE TECHNOCOGY", WE BE(IEVE THE INDUSTRY
MINISTRY 15, IN FACT, A MAJDR PLAYER, WE INTERPRET
MOUTON'S INTENTIOMALLY VAGUE cQMMENTs TD MEAN THAT THE
FOREIGN MINISTRY, IF THE NEW FOREIGY MINISTER APPROVES,
WILL SEEK TO OBTAIN INTERMINISTERIAL AGREEMENT ON
TIGHTER CONTROL OVER A (18T SHORTER THAN THE TOUGH
POSITION OF THE DEFENSE MINISTRY, AS REPORTED BY MOUTON,
BUT LONGER TWAN THE LIKELY MDRE RELAXED APPRDACH DF THE
INDUSTRY MINISTRY., HARTMAN
BT
#5268
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MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
SECRET/SENSITIVE May 26, 1981 ‘{éga
s

-

-
4

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: . RICHARD V. ALLEN

SUBJECT : Contacts with the -French

Attached is a memorandum from Al Haig to you
recommending the Vice President not go to France

~at this time. - Further, he recommends he invite

the French Foreign Minister, Cheysson, to Washington
on June 4 - 8.

If you concur with Al's recommendations, I will so
notify him. '

Agree ' Disagree

CC: The Vice President
Ed Meese
James Bake
Michael Deaver

‘\\

SECRE%YSENSITIVE
Review pn May 26, 1987
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T THE SECRETARY OF STATE

,j\' ~ WASHINGTON \,i((‘ﬁ,b?

1

SEC;BEI‘//SENSITIVE Hay 26, 1981
MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT .

FROM: Alexander M. Haig, Jr. é%%%f

SUBJECT: ) Contacts with the French

On Saturday, May 23, I learned of the Vice President's
desire to visit Paris as soon as possible to initiate high-
level contacts with the new Government of France. Meanwhile,
we had asked Chancellor Schmidt when he was here last week to
sound out the French on this subject during his visit to Paris
over the weekend.

After Schmidt returned to Bonn, the Germans gave our Charge,
Bill Woessner, a debriefing on Schmidt's conversations with
Mitterrand. The upshot of this debrief was that the French are
very eager to begin their contacts with us, but prefer to do it
in Washington and at a level somewhat lower than the Mitterrand-
Bush level. The French Foreign Minister, Cheysson, called our
Ambassador in Paris yesterday, May 25, to convey the same
message.

s

Most recently, the French Ambassador in Washington,
Francois de Laboulaye, called on Larry Eagleburger at noon
today to convey Paris' desire for an invitation for Cheysson
to visit Washington within the next ten days to meet with me
and. with senior economic officials. I suspect that their
desire to meet with economic officials stems from two concerns:
(a) the French are getting more than a little bit nervous about
capital flight, the stock market, and the weakening franc; and
(b) Cheysson does not want to be accused by the French Right of
taking instructions from Washington.

I have since talked with the Vice President, in light of
the above, who has decided to forego his plans to go to Paris
in the immediate future. If you agree, I would suggest that we
invite Cheysson to come to Washington to meet with me, Treasury
Secretary Regan, and others on June 4-8. While he is here, we
could propose that the Vice President go to Paris after the
second round of PFrench Parliamentary elections in late June
for conversations with Mitterrand on the future of US-French
bilateral relations. If your schedule permits, I would rec-
ommend that you give Cheysson a few minutes of your time as
well while he is in Washington.

SEE)ET/?EN?ITIVE E £ e
“GDS 5/26/37
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CONFIPENTIAL WITH May 27, 1981
CONFIDENTIAL ATTACHMENT

: 7 %¢

INFORMATION L{Q
MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD LED

FROM: JAMES M. RENTSCE

SUBJECT: Laxalt Meeting with Mitterrand? ey

I took a call this morning from Don Agger, of DGA, a lobbyist
group which does work for both the Moroccan and the French
governments. Agger has good contacts in Paris (Jacques Wahl

was among them) and wanted me to pass along an idea that I think
may be worth your consideration. (&Y

Agger's firm has contacts with Sen. Laxalt. Laxalt, according

to Agger, will be going to the Paris Air Show, and Agger, by

way of "personal suggestion", wonders if Laxalt might not be a
good Presidential intermediary with Mitterrand. Agger reasons
that given Laxalt's closeness to the President, he would be a
good choice for making an initial contact with Mitterrand on

the President's behalf, taking the measure of the man, providing
Mitterrand with the President's views, etc. Mitterrand would

be impressed by the President's gesture of sending him a personal
friend; at the same time, the choice of ILaxalt would give an
unofficial, out-of-channels cast to the contact, thereby minimizing
risks from a policy point of view.

I pass this idea on to you for any use you think it might have. You
might want to suggest it to Haig (in that connection, see the last

paragraph of the attached State guidance cable on U.S. contacts
with Mitterrand & Co.). (

cc: Dennis Blair
Jim Lilley

Attachment:

Tab A State Cable

Cé;FEQENTIAL WITH

CONFIDENTIAIL ATTACHMENT
Review on May 27, 1987
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MAJOR ECONOMIC AND FOREIGN POLICY ISSUES.

-~ WITHOUT ATTEMPTING TO PRESS US VIEWS ON MITTERRAND IF
HE IS EVIDENTLY UNWILLING TO LISTEN, YOU SHOULD MAKE THE
POINT TEHAT THERE ARE A NUMBER OF ISSUES OF CRITICAL
IMPORTANCE TO BOTH OUR COUNTRIES, ON WHICH WE HOPE TO
WORK CLOSELY WITE THE NEW GOF.

-~ SHOULD MITTERRAND GIVE YOU AN OPENING, YOU SHOULD
INDICATE THE MAIN ISSUES ON WHICH WE CONSIDER COOPERATION
WITH FRANCE A HIGH PRIORITY:

A. EAST-WEST RELATIONS -- WE NEED A BROAD WESTERN CON-
SENSUS ON HOW TO MEET WORLDWIDE SOVIET ADVENTURISM.

B. POLAND —— WE NEED TO 1 JONFIRM WESTERN AGREEMENT ON

CONTINGENCY MEASURES FOR REACTION TO POSSIBLE SOVIET
INTERVENTION.

C. CDE == § WISH TO MAINTAIN WESTERN SOLIDARITY ON
THIS ISSUE.

D. SOUTHERN AFRICA -- WE NEED TO OJRK TOGETHER IN THE

WESTERN CONTACT GROUP TO ACHIEVFE NAMIBIAN INDEPENDENCE
WITH CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEES.

F. LEBANON -— WE ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED, RECOGNIZE SPECIAL
FRENCH ROLE, AND WANT TO CONSULT CLOSELY. OFFER TO
BRIEF FRENCHE ON RESULTS OF HABIB MISSION WHEN IT HAS
BEEN COMPLETED.

F. PERSIAN GULF SECURITY -— WE VALUE AND WISH TO CON-
TINUE THE INFORMAL COORDINATION BETWEEN OUR MILITARY
UNITS IN THE AREA.

- WE LOOK FORWARD TO OPENING A MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL
DIALOGUE ON THESY AND OTHER SUBJECTS [TH THE NEW
FOREIGN MINISTER AS SOON AS HE TAKES OFFICE.

—-~ W- WOULD ALSO LIKE TO ESTABLISH A DIALOGUE WITH
MITTERRAND HIMSELF. TRY TO OBTAIN A COMMITMENT FOR A
FURTHER MEETING. IF MITTERRAND GIVES YOU AN OPENING

YOU SHOULD UNDERTAKE TO RESPOND TO QUESTIONS HE MAY HAVE
ABOUT U.S. POLICIES, AND TO COME BACK TO SEE HIM TO
CONTINUE THE DIALOGUE.

~= WE DO NOT WISH TO PRESS, BUT IF THE ATMOSPHERE IS

RIGHET AND AN OPPORTUNITY PRESENTS ITSELF, YOU MAY QFFER
TO TRY TO ARRANGE A CALL ON HIM BY AN APPROPRIATE SENIOR

PAGE 02 SECSTATE WASHDC 8449 DTG:1728397Z MAY 81
TOR: 138/12237
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MEMBER OF THE REAGAN ADMINISTRATION ON THE FIRST

OCCASION WHEN SUCH AN OFFICIAL MAY BE IN EUROPE ON OTHER
BUSINESS.

3. WITH REGARD TO THE POINT IN PARENTHESES IN PARA 4

OF REFTEL, WE PRIFER THAT MITTERRAND LEARN THE "QUALITY
AND SENSITIVITY" OF THE U.S.-FRENCH RELATIONSHIP
INITIALLY FROM FRENCHMEN, AND TF I YQUR DISCUSSION NOT,
QN_YOUR INITIATION, F [SE LTE MITTERRAND OUR RESERVA-
TIONS ABOIUT cnMMgﬂlﬁm_zggllg;gégl%%_%g_lw3 GOF IF RASHISH
EAS ALREADY DO} SO WITH ATTALI AND DELORS. IF RASHISH
HAS NOT DONE SO, THEN YOU SHOULD MAKE POINTS YOU SUGGEST
REFTEL. UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES, YO SHOULD USE YOUR

POINTS IF MITTERRAND ASKS YOU ABOUT U.S. REACTIONS TO
INCLUSION OF COMMUNISTS IN GOF.

4, FYI: Tt SECRETARY HAS BEEN ASK D TO COORDINATE
VISITS .) Pt [S TURING THE CC [NG ELECTORAL PERIOD

BY U.S. OFFICIALS SEEKING CONTACTS I[TH THEIR FRENCH
COUNTERPARTS. WE WILL BE DISCOURAGING UNNECESSARY
VISITS (EXCEPT THOSE FOR EXCLUSIVELY MULTILATERAL
BUSINESS OR THE AIRS )W), AND WILL TRY TO ENSURE THAT
VISITORS WHOSE CONTACTS WITH THE FRENCH ARE APPROVED
ARE OPERATING FROM THE SAME GUIDANCE. END FYI. HAIG
BT
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THE WHITE HOUSE

4 WASHINGTON

e e 4%
cog;ngENTIAL June 1, 1981
INFORMATION O gz
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: RICHARD V. ALLEN W
SUBJECT: Meeting of Former U.S. Ambassadors to the

Soviet Union

Al Haig forwarded an interesting memorandum of conversation

(Tab A) between Walt Stoessel and other former U.S. Ambassadors
to the Soviet Union, Averell Harriman, George Kennan, Jake Bean,
Malcolm Toon and Tom Watson. Their views on U.S.-Soviet
relations center on the importance of revitalizing arms

control negotiations (specifically facilitating a new round

of SALT talks) and seeking meaningful dialogue with the Soviet
leadership. As Al Hailg aptly points out, these views clearly
manifest those "detente" perceptions which have characterized
and guided U.S. policies toward the Soviet Union previously. (&

cc: Ed Meese
Michael Deaver

p DECLAZC FiED
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Review May 27, 1987.
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MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE . ]
WASHINGTON
CONFID):«N{IAL June 1, 1981
L Y
Y "
INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: RICHARD V. ALLEN }9“/

SUBJECT : Meeting of Former U.S. Ambassadors to the
Soviet Union

Al Haig forwarded an interesting memorandum of conversation

(Tab A) between Walt Stoessel and other former U.S. Ambassadors
to the Soviet Union, Averell Harriman, George Kennan, Jake Beam,
Malcolm Toon and Tom Watson. Their views on U.S.-Soviet
relations center on the importance of revitalizing arms

control negotiations (specifically facilitating a new round

of SALT talks) and seeking meaningful dialogue with the Soviet
leadership. As Al Haig aptly points out, these views clearly
manifest those "detente" perceptions which have characterized
and guided U.S. policies toward the Soviet Union previously. (

cc: Ed Meese qu

Michael Deaverﬁk&\
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UNDER SECRETARY QF STATE
FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS _@
WASHINGTON - . l
CONFI/Bf‘.NTIAL , ~ :

// X
¢e5Y8 |

May 18, 1981 g f

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Subject: Meeting of Former US Ambassadors to the
Soviet Union

At the initiative of the Committee on East
West Accord, chaired by Carl Marcy, a dinner meéting =
was held May 13 of former US Ambassadors to the
Soviet Union. Present were Averell Harriman,
George Kennan, Jake Beam, Mac Toon, Tom Watson and
myself. Foy Kohler was unable to attend; Toon
participated in initial discussions over drinks
but could not stay for dinner.

F a -
vz ES

Watson presented a draft letter which he proposed
should be sent to the President from the Ambassadors -
stressing the importance of arms control negotiations
and urging prompt initiation of a new round of SALT
talks. The others present were not sure that such
a letter would be appropriate; I pointed out that
the Administration's review of SALT matters was still
underway and that a recommendation of the kind pro-
posed by Watson appeared premature. I also noted
that his letter did not include the concept of linkage
regarding other aspects of Soviet behavior. Toon |
strongly supported this position and it was agreed ;
by all that the letter should not be sent. ' ;

Discussion at dinner was general in nature and
covered a number of topics. A recurrent theme,
however, voiced in particular by Kennan, was that the
Administration seemed to be overdoing the rhetoric

concerning the Soviet threat. Kennan noted that,
for example, the Soviets -- and the czarist regime
before them -- always maintained large military forces

and frequently engaged in activities which were not
regarded with approval by Western states. He did not

4 DECLASSIFIED
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feel that we should be so upset by what the
Administration refers to as "Soviet adventurism.”
He noted that the Soviets have many vulner-
abilities and, in fact, have suffered a number
of defeats in Africa and elsewhere. He also
thought that there were some things in our own
record which could be criticized.

Kennan said he felt it was important for the
United States to seek a meaningful dialogue with
the Soviet leadership, despite problems we have
with Soviet behavior.

Kennan was supported in his remarks by
Harriman and Watson. Beam was in general accord
with Kennan although with less emphasis than
Harriman and Watson.

»

I presented counter arguments to Kennan's
thesis and feel sure I would have been supported
by Mac Toon if he had been able to stay for the
dinner discussion. In general, however, it seemed
clear that Kennan, Harriman and Watson were not
particularly sympathetic to Administration views on
US-Soviet relations.

Kennan spoke with some emotion about his concern
regarding the accumulation on both sides of nuclear
weaponry. He said he would be making a speech next
week in Washington on the occasion of his receiving
the Einstein Peace Award in which he would speak
about the dangers of the present situation and would
recommend urgent actions toward a reduction of
nuclear weapons on both sides.

Another meeting of this group is scheduled to be
held in October. As a member of this Administration,
and given the views of the others, I am not entirely
comfortable with my participation but it would be
awkward to refuse to join the meetings. I believe
the views will be better balanced if it is possible

CONF ;RENTIAL
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for Kohler and Toon to take part.

Walter Qg/ngZZZel, Jr.

\

cc: S/S - Mr. Bremer
EUR - Ambassador Eagleburger

AY
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~CONFIDENTIAL ™ May 27, 1981
ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR: RICHARD V. ALLEN
FROM: PAUTA DOBRIANSKYTY
SUBJECT : Meeting of Former U.S. Ambassadors to the

Soviet Union

Attached at Tab I is a memorandum from you to the President
commenting on a memorandum of conversation between Walter
Stoessel and other former U.S. Ambassadors to the Soviet Union,
which was forwarded by Secretary of State Haig (Tab A).

Stearman had no comment; Pipes was unavailable; Lord and /WJP&O
Schweitzer gave no response. (U) //f///,X”\ “
RECOMMENDATION ’ W -

That you sign and forward the memorandum at Tab I to the
President. /M} 7¢
Approve Disapprove ﬁ//

| dy ot Yk
4 %Wﬂﬂf"’/”

»

Attachments:
Tab I Memorandum to the President /; Jedr
Tab A Secretary of State Haig's memorandum ’ ;
dated May 27, 1981 (with attachment) aM‘“
*. _IJ I‘ i o
BEOLASS!F'ED

-CORFIDENTIAL - m se Guidelinan, August 28, 1967
Review May 27, 1987. d___ NARA, Batam;;;M
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