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Reagan Bush Committee 
901 Sout h Highland Street, Arlington. Virginia 22204 (703) 685-3400 

NEWS RELEASE 
FOR RELEASE UPON DELIVERY: 

Friday, October 3, 1980 

CONTACT: Lyn Nofziger or 
Ken Towery 
703-685-3630 

ADDRESS BY GOVERNOR RONALD REAGAN 

NATIONAL RELIGIOUS BROADCASTERS ASSOCIATION 

LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA 

It is an honor to be able to share my thoughts with religious 

broadcasters who bring the message of Judeo-Christian values into 

the homes of tens of millions of Americans. 

As you know, I have had a little experience in the electronic 

media profession and know personally the problems broadcasters 

face. Also, I know the impact that radio and television can have. 

They reach directly into the homes of American families and the 

automobiles of commuters. Those who have the power to teach, to 

inform, and to influence the lives of American families in such an 

intimate way carry the burden of a great moral responsibility. 

You, the religious broadcasters of the United States, 

recognize this responsibility. The dynamic growth of religious 

broadcasting in recent years is a tribute to your professionalism 

as broadcasters. It is also a tribute to the Judeo-Christian 

values that inspire your professional skills. 

And because you are professionals, I know how much you 

respect, and strongly support--as I do--the separation of church 

and state. This is one of our most important traditions, and it 

must continue to be protected in the future. 

But there is one area where religious broadcasters and those 

of us in political life can work hand-in-hand. Along with all 

Americans, we share the responsibility to work for peace. 
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Your responsibility begins with the "peace the world cannot 

give," the peace of the spirit that comes only through religious 

values. It is the bedrock of true peace. 

The responsibility of those of us in public life is toward 

the peace of the world, the kind of peace that demands our 

readiness to protect and preserve it. Our work is linked to yours 

in a fundamental way. 

Today, I would like to discuss briefly with you how your work 

as religious broadcasters and the work of those of us in political 

life can help to bring about peace for our nation and the world. 

Throughout scripture we see reference to peace-makers--those 

who through their actions--not just their words--take the material 

of this imperfect world and, with hard work and God's help, 

fashion from that material peace for the world. 

I am convinced this understanding of how peace is gained must 

guide and inspire this nation in the years ahead. 

We have to stop thinking of peace as just the absence of war 

or violence. We have to stop thinking of peace as something that 

is given, as something that is somehow dependent on what others 

do. And we must be certain that we do not mistake an illusion of 

peace for genuine peace. 

We must realize that what we do--as workers, as members of 

families, as active and concerned citizens--helps to build peace. 

Peace-makers exist everywhere, not just in diplomacy or 

government. In every home, in every classroom, in every factory, 

on every farm, there is an opportunity to help build peace, if 

only we will recognize it. 

Peace in the world is built by our actions and our prayers, 

not once and for all, but over and over, each generation making 

its contribution. It is built by thoughtful action based on 

our shared values. 

And this is why your work is so essential. Through your 

skills and your influence you help to build peace, because you 

contribute to the four kinds of peace the world needs. 
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First, there must be peace in the human heart. Religious 

broadcasters can do what no level of government can do to achieve 

this goal, for the mysteries of the human spirit can be understood 

only in the light of the values at the heart of your message. 

Each individual must strive toward that kind of peace the world 

cannot give. And insofar as you help this kind of inner peace to 

be achieved, you are contributing to the building of peace. 

Next, there must be peace in the home. American families 

know that the family structure is under attack from many sides. 

The message you bring of love and concern for others and of 

commitment to moral values helps families to sustain and spread 

those values in their communities. 

And, of course, those of us in political life can help in 

this effort by doing all we can to stop actions that destroy 

confidence and trust in our institutions. Government can aid 

family life by reducing unemployment that is now a tragedy in so 

many American homes, and government has a solemn obligation to 

halt the dangerous inflation that is ravaging our society. 

Then, of course, there must be peace in our nation. Again, 

this refers not only to a diminishing of crime or violence but to 

support of a view of America that reflects the essential optimism 

and faith and hope and love of the Judeo-Christian message. In 

many cases, your broadcasts reach a national audience and your 

message must address national concerns. That message must 

emphasize the values that we share rather than momentary questions 

that may divide us. You do not hesitate to defend those values, 

and this requires the courage of leadership. And a presidential 

administration must demonstrate its leadership of the nation, 

because it is only through the cooperation of all Americans that 

the kind of domestic peace we want can be achieved, a peace in 

which creativity and imagination and patriotism can flourish. 

And then there is peace in the world. 

It is the first task of statecraft to preserve peace. Our 

commitment to peace is fundamental and enduring, and it must 

- MORE -



- 4 -

remain at the center of our foreign policy. The peace we seek to 

build must be principled; it must rest on our great strength and 

our dedication to freedom. That is why I believe the peace we 

seek must be such that freedom can flourish and justice prevail. 

What is done in the State Department and the Defense 

Department and other parts of the Executive Branch matters for 

peace. What is said over the Voice of America and Radio Free 

Europe and Radio Liberty matters for peace. And what happens in 

the Commerce Department and the Labor Department and the Treasury 

Department matters for peace. 

If I am asked what one contribution my campaign has tried to 

make, my answer is that I have attempted, in all I do or say, to 

show that peace is built by everything we do--not just by our 

national security measures, but by governmental attitudes toward 

the needs of hard-working men and women who pay their taxes and 

pay their bills. Not just by our commitment to defense, but by 

our compassion toward the powerless, to the very_ young and the 

very old, to all those in need, to those for whom the works of 

mercy are a daily blessing. 

But, as you know, and as I have tried to emphasize today, 

government alone cannot make peace in the world. It takes every 

American family, in the daily duties we are called upon to 

perform, no matter where--on the job, in the home, at school--to 

do the work of peace. 

The message of religious broadcasters--indeed, your message 

as concerned citizens--must reflect the truth of our values, and, 

at the same time, meet the highest professional and artistic 

standards in order to compete with other messages that bombard the 

average family every day through electronic media. Your task is 

not an easy one. But it is a vital one. And this opportunity to 

spend some time with you today has been inspiring to me. 

A few weeks ago I had the honor of addressing a meeting of 

B'nai B'rith. In my remarks, I quoted a passage from the Psalms. 
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It tells of the vision of the psalmist, a vision of a world where 

peace reigns . 

..• May our garners be full, 

affording every kind of store; ... 

May there be no breach in the walls, 

no exile, no outcry in our streets. 

Happy the people for whom things are thus; ... 

That is the vision that you can bring to millions of 

Americans. It is the vision that will inspire the next 

administration. It is an ideal worth the energy and the 

dedication and the prayers of all Americans. 

With your help and prayers, and with God's blessing, we will 

build peace, we will make peace grow. 

In all we do we must truly be peace-makers, for ourselves and 

for our children, for our nation and for the world. 

* * * * * 
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STATEMENT BY GOVERNOR RONALD REAGAN 

LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA 

Under the guise of 'executive privilege,' Jimmy Carter has 

thwarted a congressional investigation into 'leaks' from his own 

National Security Council. 

Mr. Carter has engaged in a serious cover-up which demon

strates how far his administration is willing to go to play poli

tics in an area where politics doesn't belong--national security. 

On August 14, the Washington Post published an article on the 

super-secret Stealth aircraft, its story apparently based on 

information leaks from the White House. 

Since then, the source of the leak has been identified by 

Admiral Elmo Zumwalt as Carter's Deputy Assistant for National 

Security Affairs. 

The aide may or may not have been responsible, but it strains 

credibility to think that he wasn't involved at all. For this 

reason, the House Armed Services Committee acted responsibly and 

in the best interests of the U.S. when it called the aide to 

testify. 

Mr. Carter's refusal to permit him to appear at the 

congressional hearing is a direct contradiction of his campaign 

pledge to give us an open government. 

In his announcement speech in December 1974, Carter pledged 

to schedule public interrogation sessions to allow both bodies of 

Congress to question Cabinet members. 
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In his 1976 pre-convention Code of Ethics, he promised to 

immediately reveal errors or malfeasance in the conduct of gov

ernment. This promise included giving an explanation to the 

public, along with corrective action to prevent recurrence of any 

wrong-doing. 

And in August of 1976, he promised to minimize government 

secrecy. 

Today, Mr. Carter is promoting government secrecy, hiding 

possible malfeasance, and preventing necessary public 

interrogation. 

But his refusal to let his aide testify represents not only a 

broken campaign promise; it is also a tragic example of this 

administration's willingness to put Carter's re-election campaign 

above the best interests of our country. 

Carter stated on September 20 that--quote--"I can and do 

state unequivocally that neither I, nor any member of the White 

House Staff acting under my direction or authorization, have 

engaged in or authorized the leaking of classified information 

concerning the Stealth program." 

If there is nothing to hide, why was Mr. Carter afraid to let 

his aide testify? 

* * * * * 


