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Page Two
The President
July 23, 1986

On the ott r har , tt financi 1 disadvantages imposed by
government service would to some extent t off-set by tne
fact that he would pbe provided excellent quarters properly
staffed and the availability of representational funding.
Furthermore, the likely length of his additional service
would not be such as to deprive him of returning to tr
public sector within two and one-half or tnree years.
Should you agree that Bud would be an exc¢ llent choice, I
believe your personal intervention would be accepted by him
as conpelling.

Obviously I do not know of other candidates that you
may be considering, but for tr re: ons stated above, I nope
you will give thought to th: suggestion.

Mr. President, I hope you will not regard this letter
as presumpruous on my part. It is offered with my greatest
respect an good wishes 1lways. It was wonderful having
Nancy with us and Carol joins in sending our love.

Sincerely,
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PRESS CMAMDTMDTATM

The President today witnessed the administering of the oath
of office to Dr. Alton G. Keel, Jr. as United States Permanent
Representative to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO). The ceremony in the Oval Office was attended by the )

b Fromk Caluced
Vice President amd Secretaries Shultz and Weinberger’Aas well
as other dignitaries. The event follow 1 the Senate's

confirmation of Ambassador Keel's nomination by unanimous

consent on Wednesday) March. ||,

The bipartisan support for the appointn 1t of this

istinguished public servant, symbolized by his sponsorship at
confirmation by Senatol Sam Nunn and John Warner, underscores
the “irm commitment of the United States to the security of the
Atlantic community. The Alliance remains the cornerstone of
U.S. international security policy, and Ambassador Keel's
appointment comes at an important moment of opportunity.
Improved prospects for progress in the NST talks in Geneva,
particularly in the area of intermediate range nuclear forces
in Europe, confirm the success of NATO's policy of dialogue
with the East backed up by a strong and vigilant defense. 1In
the 7 :us ls Declaration, issued last December, NATO launched
an ambitious initiative for reducing the threat of conventional
war in Europe. But critical work remains to be done, both in
bolst :ing NATO's defer = capability and in devising the
policies needed to produce arms control agreements that

materially reduce the risk of conflict. The President, with



his appointment of Ambassador Keel, is committed to
strengthening the already intense consultations and
coordination which char :terize U.S. relations with our NATO

allies in Europe and Canada.

Ambassador Keel brings a unique background in international
security issues to this t¢ <. Born on September 8, 1943 in
Newport News, Virginia, Ambassador Keel received a Doctor of
Philosophy and Bacl lor of Aerospace Engineering degrees from
the University of Virginia in 1970 and 1966, respectively.
Following six years of weapons [/stems research at the Naval
Sur face Weapcns Center (1971- 5), he became a professional
staff member of the Senate Armed Service Committee where he

served for four years.

In 1981, Ambassador Keel was appointed by the President as
the Assistant ¢ cretary of the Air Force for Research,
Development and Logistics, a position which he held until
September 1982 when he was named Associate Director for
National Security and International Affairs in the Office of
Management and Budget. In this position, he was OMB's
principal representative at Cabinet and Senior Staff meetings
on international and national security issues. From February
through August, 1986, he served as the Executive Director of
the Presidential Commission on the Space Shuttle Challenger
Acci¢ 1t, whose report and investigation have been uniformly

acclaimed.



On July 15, 1986 the President annour :d his appointment as
Acting Deputy Assistant for National Security Affairs, a
position he assumed in September 1986. Subsequently, the
President appointed him Acting Assistant for National Security
Affairs on November 24, 1986, in which capacity he ¢ :ved until
January 2, 1987. The President announc 1 his intention to

nominate Dr. Keel as Ambassador to NATO on December 18, 1986.

Ambassador Keel is married to Dr. Franmarie Kennedy-Keel,
currently Chief of Staff of the Under Secretary of Education.

He has a daughter, Kristen Ann, age 20.

Ambassador Keel is expected to arrive at NATO Headquarters

in Brussels to assume his duties within the next week.
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