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Zhivkov Highly Critical of U.S. Policies 

/4une 25, 1984 ----

Speaking with Ambassador Barry during his farewell call today, 
Bulgarian leader Zhivkov was highly critical of U.S. policy 
towards the USSR, saying the U.S. had no concrete program for 
negotiations. He said the U.S. had destroyed the atmosphere for 
negotiations by installing first strike rockets in Europe and, 
unless the rockets were removed and the U.S. drive for military 

_superiority was abandoned, there could be no talks with Moscow. 

o Zhi vkov dismissed U.S. proposals and talk· of a summit as 
rhetoric, saying "Chernenko would have to be a fool to 
talk to you under these circumstances and he isn't." He 
added ~hat Chernenko was better prepared to deal with 
the u·.·s. and th-e :west than Andropov had been, and denied 
press reports that Chernenko had been feeble at the CEMA 
summit. 

Foreign Minister Mladenov interjected that Soviet INF deployment 
could be negotiable -- only after U.S. missiles were withdrawn 
perhaps down to a level of 75 -or 80 SS-20s. 

o On bilateral relations, Zhivkov expressed the belief 
that Barry might receive a medal from the U.S. for the 
deterioration of ties that took place during his time in 
Sofia, although he agreed that the . May business round­
table had been a success. He asked that the President 
be told that he was for the expansion of ties in all 
areas and had instructed all government agencies to work 
to this_ end -- "everything is up to Washington." 

Barry comments that Zhivkov's line on u.s.-soviet relations was 
more unyielding than he has ever heard, perhaps reflecting Soviet 
insiste nce on "foreign policy unity." He was somewhat more 
upbeat than the foreign ministry has been recently on bilateral 
ties, but this is typical. CC) 
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TAGS : PREL PARM INF BU UR US 
SUBJECT : A MBASSADOR BARRY'S FAREWELL CALL ON ZHIVK OV 
REF: SOFIA 1894 (NOTALl 

I. SUMMARY : ZHIVK OV WAS VER Y NEG A TIVE ON THE PROPSPECTS 
FOR U. S . - SOVIET REL A TIONS UN L ESS T HE REAGAN ADMINISTRATION 
DROPS ITS EFFORTS TO A TT A IN MILI T ARY SUPERIORITY AND 
WITHDRAWS INF FROM EUROPE. HE DENIED THAT THE SOVIET 
L EADERSHIP WAS PARALYZED AND SAID CHERNEN K O WAS BETTER 
PREPARED THAN ANDROPOV TO DEAL WI TH THE U . S . ON BI LATERAL 
RELATIONS , HE SAID I HAD PROBABL Y EARNED A MEDAL FOR 
WORSENING RELATIONS WITH BULGARIA . HOWEVER , HE SAID HE 
SINCERELY WANTED TO EXPAND RELATIONS WITH THE U . S. IN ALL 
FIELDS AND THAT HE HAD ISSUED INSTRUCTIONS TO THIS EFFECT 
TO ALL ELEMENTS OF THE BULGARIAN GOVERNMENT . END SUMMARY . 

2 . I PAID A 50-MINUTE FAREWELL CALL ON ZHIVKOV ON 
JUNE 25. FOREIGN MINISTER MLADENOV AND INTERPRETER 
VERA GEORGIEVA WERE PRESENT. MLADENOV FINALLY 
TERMINATED THE MEETING , NOTING THAT THE CHINESE DEPUTY 
FOREIGN MINISTER WAS DUE IN A FEW MINUTES . 
EAST-WEST RELATIONS 

3 . NOTING THAT ZHIVKOV KNEW CHERNENKO WELL AND HAD MET 
WITH HIM TWICE RECENTLY, I ASKED FOR HIS VIEWS ON THE 
PROPSOECTS FOR U.S. -SOVIET RELATTION. ZHIVKOV BEGAN BY 
SAYING THAT THE U.S . HAD NO CONCRETE PROGRAM FOR 
NEGOTIATIONS, UNLIKE THE SOVIET UNION. WE HAD DESTROYED 
THE ATMOSPHERE FOR NEGOTIATIONS BY CARRYING OUT A FAIT 
ACCOMPLI , THE INSTALLATION OF FIRST STRIKE ROCKETS IN 
EUROPE. UNLESS THE U. S. REMOVED THESE ROCKETS, AND 
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ABANDONED ITS DRIVE FOR MILITARY SUPERIORITY, THERE 
COULD BE NO TALKS WITH MOSCOW. "CHERNENKO WOULD HAVE 
TO BE A FOOL TO TALK TO YOU UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES AND 
HE ISN ' T" . ZHIV KOV DISMISSED U.S . PROPOSALS AND TALK 
OF A SUMMIT AS RHETORIC . 

4 . I SAID I FOUND THIS APPROACH UNREALISTIC AND DEEPLY 
DISCOURAGING . WE AGREED THAT I NF AND START WERE THE KEY 
ISSUES IN THE REL AT IONSHIP , BUT THE U. S. AND ITS ALLIES 
WOULD NEVER AGREE TO WITHDRAW INF AS THE PRICE OF 
RETURNING TO THE NEGOTIATIONS. PRESIDENT REAGAN WANTS 
TO RESUME THE NUCLEAR ARMS TAL KS ; THE U. S . IS READY TO 
BE FLEXIBLE ; BUT TO WITHDRAW INF AS A PRECONDITION FOR 
NEGOTIATIONS WOULD LEAVE NOTHING TO NEGOTIATE--THE USSR 
WOULD HAVE SUCCEEDED IN PREVENTING DEPLO YM ENT . 

5. MLADENOV BROKE IN TO REPAT WHAT HE HAD EARLIER TOLD 
ME (REFTELJ . THERE WOULD BE SOMETHING TO NEGOTIATE; THE 
LEVEL OF 55-20 DEPLOYMENTS . THE SOVIETS HAD SUGGESTED 
150. THERE COULD BE A DISCUSSION OF THE KVIT SINS KY 
PROPOSAL (SIC) --A LEVEL OF 75 OR 80 55-20 ' S. I SAID THIS WAS 
THE KIND OF ISSUE WHICH SHOULD BE RASIED IN GENEV A, BUT 
TH ERE COULD BE NO COMPROMISE WITHOUT TAL KS. 

6 . I SUGGESTED TH AT THE REASON FOR SOVIET INFLEXIBILITY 
MIGHT BE THAT CHERNEN KO, UNLIKE ANDROPOV , COULD NOT 
MUSTER POLITBURO SUPPORT FOR COMPROMISES . REVEALING HIS 
PREFERENCE FOR CHE RNEN KO, ZHIVKOV COUNTERED THAT HE WAS 
BETTER PREPARED TO DEAL WITH THE U. S . AND THE WEST THAN 
AN DROPOV HAD BEE N. HE ALSO DENIED PRESS REPORTS THAT CHERNEN KO 
HAD BEEN FEEBLE AT THE CEMA SUMMIT . 
BT 
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7 . NOTING THAT ZHIVKOV EVIDENTLY SHARED MY CONVICTION 
THAT PRESIDENT REAGAN WOULD BE REELECTED , I SAID I WAS 
SORRY TO HEAR THAT MOSCOW WAS PASSING UP A HISTORIC 
OPPORTUNITY FOR PROGRESS . WE HAD A VERY SPECIFIC AGENDA 
FOR NEGOTIATION AND DISCUSSION WITH THE USSR , COVERING 
ARMS CONTROL , REGIONAL PROBLEMS AND BILATERAL RELATIONS. 
THE PRESIDENT'S DUBLIN SPEECH HAD SET THE STAGE FOR 
PROGRESS IN STOCKHOLM, BUT LI KE SO MUCH ELSE IT WAS 
DISCOUNTED BY THE SOVIET ALMOST AT ONCE. I URGED 
ZHIVKOV TO USE HIS INFLUENCE TO BRING ABOUT A MORE 
REALISTIC APPROACH IN MOSCOW. HE IMPLIED THAT THIS WAS 
UNLI KELY , AL THOUGH HE SEEMED INTERESTED TO HEAR THAT 
DOBRYNIN AND SECRETARY SHULTZ HAD MET FOR THREE HOURS 
LAST WEEK . 
CEMA SUMMIT 

8 . I ASKED ZHIVKOV FOR HIS REACTION TO THE CEMA SUMMIT , 
AND HE REACTED (WITH MUCH SELF-APPRECIATORY LAUGHTER) THAT 
THANKS TO PRESIDENT REAGAN IT HAD BEEN A GREAT SUCCESS. 

(I SAID CHERNEN K O HAD CONTRIBUTED TO THE SUCCESS OF THE 
LONDON SUMMIT) . THE ONLY SUBSTANTIVE POINT HE MADE WAS 
THAT THE SUMMIT HAD "ENCOURAGED" CEMA MEMBERS TO DEVELOP 
ECONOMIC TIES WITH THE WEST . 
BILATERAL RELATIONS 

9. ZHIKOV BEGAN THE MEETING BY SAYING THAT US-BULGARIAN 
RELATIONS HAD DETERORIATED DURING MY TIME IN SOFIA, AND 
THAT I WOULD PERHAPS GET A MEDAL FOR THIS . I SAID THAT 
I THOUGHT THERE HAD BEEN SOME IMPROVEMENTS, PARTICULARLY 
FOLLOWING MY AUGUST MEETING WITH HIM. I HAD RAISED SOME 
VERY SENSTIVE BILATERAL ISSUES WITH THEM, BUT THESE WERE 

"P.-AN~ I RFNH-41 
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SERIOUS AND LEGITIMATE CONCERNS OF MY GOVERNMENT , NOJ" MY 
PERSONAL WHIM OR T HAT OF THE EMBASSY STAFF . I COMMENDED 
MY SUCCESSOR TO HIM AS AN E XPERIENCED PROFESSIONAL WITH 
GREAT INFLUENCE IN WA SHINGTON . 

10 . ZHIVKOV SAID THE MA Y BUSINESS ROUNTABLE HAD BEEN 
A SUCCESS AND I AGREED , NOTING THAT THE GOB HAD EVIDENTLY 
DECIDED TO PURSUE NEGOTIATIONS WITH A US COMPANY ON 
MINING COAL IN DOBRUDJA . WE WERE FOR THE E XP ANSION OF 
BI L ATERAL TRADE IN THE EXISTING FRAMEWOR K AND READY TO 
INTENSIFY OUR CONSULTATIONS ON EAST-WEST ISSUES , WITH A 
POSSIBLY GOODBY VISIT HERE AND POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS 
IN WASHINGTON I N THE FALL . 

1 1. ZHIV KOV AS K ED ME TO CONVEY TO THE PRESIDENT 
THAT HE WAS FOR EXP ANSION OF BILATERAL TIES IN ALL 
AREAS--CULTURE , TR A DE , SCIENCE , ETC. , AND HAD INSTRUCTED 
ALL THE AGENCIES OF THE GOB TO WOR K TO THIS END . 
" EVERYTHING IS UP TO WASH I NG TON . " (ii ) 

TO THEM TOO , AND TH AT HE SHOU L D TA K E (tt j OF 
THE SERIOUS CONCERNS I HAD R A ISED DURING MY TIME HERE . 

12. WE HAD JUST BEGUN TO RA K E OVER THE INF ISSUE AGAIN 
WHEN MLADENOV SAID THE CHINESE DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER 
WAS DUE AL ONG ANY MOMENT . 
COMMENT 

13 . ZHIVKOV ' S LINE ON U. S . -SOVIET REL A TIONS WAS MORE 
UN YIELDING THAN I HAVE HE A RD FROM HIM, PERH APS REFLEC T ING 
SOVIET INSISTENCE ON " FOREIGN POLICY UNIT Y". HE WAS 
SOMEWHAT MORE UPBEAT ON BILA T ERAL RELATIONS THAT THE MFA 
HAS BEEN RECENT L Y, 8 UT TH I S I S TY P I CAL . (ii ) DI D F I ND I T 
NOTE WORTHY THAT HE DION' T EVEN MA K E P ASSING REFERENCE TO 
THE ANTONOV CASE , THE DRUGS / ARMS ISSUE , OR THE 
KOSTADINOV CASE. 

14 . AS WAS THE CASE DURING THE PREVIOUS WEE K-END TRIP 
HE HOSTED FOR THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS IN PLEVEN, ZHIVKOV 
APPEARED ALERT AND IN GOOD HEA L TH . HE HAD NO NOTES ON 
BRIEFING P APERS WITH HIM, EVIDENTLY RELYING ON AN ORAL 
BRIEF FROM MLAOENOV BEFORE THE MEETING . 

15 . FOR USNATO: ABOVE IS FOR YOUR INFORMA T ION BUT NOT 
FOR SHARI NG . BARRY 
BT 
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( u) THE IMPACT OF THE wBULGARIAN CONNECTIONw 

summary 

International media and the general public have 
reveled in allegations of a Bulgarian connection to 
the 1981 papal assassination attempt and to wide­
spread smuggling operations. Public opinion has 
already judged the papal assault case--even though 
the matter has not yet reached the Italian courts-­
and by association, assumption, and innuendo 
declared Sofia guilty. No matter what the legal 
resolution of the case, Bulgaria's international 
image, US-Bulgarian relations, and probably Bulgaro­
Soviet relations have suffered extensive damage. · 
At a time when Sofia was exploring new economic and 
political approaches to its future, the Bulgarian 
connection scandal threatens to drive it back into 
a protective shell of orthodoxy and rigidity. 

* * * * * * 
The Making of a Bulgarian Connection 

The latest round of sensationalist media revela­
tions of the alleged connection was engendered by the 
leak to American journalist Claire Sterling of the 
contents of a still-secret report by Italian prose­
cuting magistrate Albano. The report recommends that 
six Turks (including the already convicted assailant 
Mehmet Ali Agca) and three Bulgarians--Sergei, Antonov, 
the Rome-based representative of Bulgaria's Balkan 
Airlines, and two former employees of the Bulgarian 
Embassy in Rome who have returned home--be tried for 
conspiracy to assassinate the Pope. Albano evidently 
structured his report to support his conclusions but 
offered little new or concrete evidence, relying 
primarily on the argument that, because Agca knew the 
Bulgarians and shot the Pope, the Bulgarians must 
have directed the operation. After publishing 
Sterling's article, however, the New York Times 
editorialized, wproving a connection does not prove 
that Bulgaria recruited Mr. Agca to kill the Pope.w 
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The current spa t e of negative publicity showered on Bulgar i a 
also includes accusations of involvement at possibly high levels 
of the Bulgarian state in narcotics and arms smuggling. 

US-Bulgarian Relations Sidetracked 

Italo-Bulgarian relations have not suffered irreparable damage 
because of these Western accusations and vehement Bulgarian and 
Soviet denials. Although the Italians and Bulgarians withdrew 
their ambassadors in the· immediat~ aftermath of Antonov's arrest 
in late 1982, relations recently have been quietly improving. New 
ambassadors returned to the capitals in spiing 1984; one of two 
Italians convicted of espionage in Bulgaria (and rumored to be an 
exchange possibility for Antonov) was released in May. In June, 
Antonov's release from prison to house arrest for health reasons 
was authorized, fulfilling a longstanding Bulgarian request. 
Throughout the affair, Bulgaria has targeted very little of its 
invective against the Italians, characterizing them as helpless 
pawns in a CIA/White House crusade against socialism. Rome and 
Sofia have been handling the situation step-by-step so as to keep 
the bilateral damage to a minimum. 

It is US-Bulgarian relations that have suffered. Hopes for 
improving relations peaked in August 1983 when Bulgarian leader 
Zhivkov received US Ambassador Barry for a wide-ranging discussion 
of concrete steps needed to move the relationship forward. Subse­
quently, Bulgaria stopped jamming the Voice of America (but resumed 
the practice in mid-July 1984), several divided family cases were 
resolved, and obstacles to staging a major US cultural exhibit were 
removed. Outstanding problems remained, however, e.g., Bulgarian 
intransigence in acknowledging or curtailing smuggling activities, 
conducted on or through Bulgarian territory usually by other 
nationals but with either the support or at least the tolerance of 
elements in the Bulgarian hierarchy. A further complication came 
with the September 1983 arrest in New York of a Bulgarian commer­
cial office official, Penyu Kostadinov, on espionage charges. 
Kostadinov remains in US custody while the issue of his diplomatic 
immunity status is resolved; the actual merits of the espionage 
charges have yet to be considered in court. 

Ensuent Bulgarian rhetoric on the matter has done little to 
calm the situation. Public and private attacks on the us, the CIA, 
President Reagan, and Ambassador Barry for directing a •crusade 
against socialism• have been scurrilous and have envenomed an 
already tense atmosphere. The latest spate of anti-US Bulgarian 
polemics followed the June 28 us Senate resolution characterizing 
Bulgaria as a •terrorist nation• and citing the Albano report and 
past official comments on Bulgarian smuggling involvement as 
•proof• thereof. Sofia responded via an authoritative Bulgarian 
Telegraph Agency (BTA) declaration which protested the resolution, 
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calling it a "hostile act" and part of President Reagan's anti­
socialism "campaign." The declaration also claimed the ' resolution 
was an attempt to pressure Italian judicial authorities on the 
Antonov case and noted the sad decline of relations despite 
Bulgarian efforts to improve them. 

A reflection of the low level of US-Bulgarian relations was 
the minuscule official Bulgarian presence at this year's Fourth 
of July reception at Embassy Sofia. Fewer than 10 Bulgarians 
attended, the smallest representation at a US national day in 
years, despite the fact that the Soviet ambassador did attend for 
the first time since the invasion of Afghanistan and despite a 
NATO boycott of last November's Soviet national day •. 

Bulgaro-Soviet Relations Strained 

The Antonov case and the attendant bad publicity probably have 
had a detrimental effect on Bulgaro-soviet relations as well. 
Sofia had been taking tentative steps, particularly in foreign 
policies, to chart a course distinct from the Soviet line. This 
tact allowed the Bulgarians to assume a regional leadership role, 
for example, in promoting the formation of a Balkan Nuclear Free 
zone, which had the added advantage of identifying Sofia with a 
desire not to have Soviet missiles stationed on its territory. 
But the Antonov affair has forced the Bulgarians to align them­
selves loyally with Moscow against the outside accusations. 

Bulgaria's relations with the Andropov regime were never very 
warm. ~ot only did Sofia favor Chernenko in the post~Brezhnev suc­
cession sweepstakes, but the Antonov case dragged the soviets, and 
former KGB chief Andropov personally, into the papal plot spotlight. 
Even if the Soviets were aware of or sanctioned the widespread 
Bulgarian involvement in smuggling operations, they would not 
appreciate revelations of evidence of those activities and, with it, 
documentation of a link between Agca and any Bulgarians. 

Even with the Chernenko regime, relations have not returned 
to their formerly close terms. Sofia has taken steps to salve 
the Kremlin, however, including measures to clean up some of the 
more blatant examples of ostentatious living by third-country 
nationals reportedly involved in smuggling activities via Bulgaria. 
Bulgaria apparently has had to ask the Soviets for help in handl­
ing the Antonov affair. The Soviets for their part apparently did 
intercede on the case with the Italians--most notably during the 
spring 1984 visit by Italian Foreign Minister Andreotti to Moscow. 
Soviet media also have been generally supportive in repeating 
Bulgarian denials but rarely offer separate rebuttals of their 
own, as if to say the problem is an entirely Bulgarian one. 

Sofia may have had to use valuable bargaining chips with the 
Soviets to gain even this limited assistance. Bulgarian leader 
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Zhivkov made an unexpected visit to Moscow immediately before the 
Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (CEMA) summit in June. The 
ostensible purpose of the visit was to open an exhibit on the 40th 
Anniversary of Socialist Bulgaria, but it probably also served as 
an opportunity for discussion of bilateral problems and for Moscow 
to enlist Bulgaria in its drive for a show of unity among CEMA mem­
bers. Sofia long has been Moscow's closest ally for political, 
economic, and cultural reasons; it may now be amenable to even 
closer allegiance given its responsibility for dragging the 
Kremlin into an international scandal. 

Future Developments or Trial Likely To Reheat, Not Resolve, 
the Problems 

An Antonov trial later this year undoubtedly will dominate 
the international media, fed by the occasionally sensational 
Italian press. Even after it is over the repercussions are likely 
to continue affecting Bulgaria's ties with a number of states. 

New revelations--especially if seen in Sofia as deliberate, 
hostile leaks--and an actual trial could cause serious problems in 
Italo-Bulgarian relations. The two countries withdrew their 
ambassadors before; repetition of such a step is likely in the 
face of the inflammatory press in both countries. If Antonov is 
convicted, the Italian public will demand further actions, possibly 
even severance of diplomatic relations. In any event, an Italian 
Government would have difficulty justifying business as usual with 
Sofia under such circumstances. 

The media coverage surrounding any trial stands to exacerbate 
US-Bulgarian frictions. The Bulgarians could stage a counter-trial 
of Agca in absentia in Sofia, charging US and/or CIA involvement 
with the Turk, and thereby heighten the prospects for radical 
responses. The fact that the process of appointing, getting 
agrement, and confirming a new us Ambassador to Bulgaria has just 
begun complicates matters further, for each step holds potential 
for misinterpretations of normal delays. 

It is clear that Moscow would like the entire matter settled 
quickly and with the least damage to Soviet interests as possible. 
The longer the process smolders, the more the Soviet image suffers 
and the greater the strain on Bulgaro-soviet relations. 

For Bulgaria itself, the implications of the embroglio may force 
the leadership to concentrate on damage control rather than on its 
recent initiatives at economic reform, technological advancement, 
and a greater role in the Balkans. Instead, Sofia may have to 
retreat to protect itself and to save its allies from further damage. 

Prepared by Jane Miller Floyd 
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Approved by Martha M. Mautner 
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?" 

~L 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

' WASHINGTON 

Improvements in U.S.-Bulgarian Relations 

B~A-

August 9, 1984 

During di~cussions with Charge Lake on August 8, Bulgarian Deputy 
Foreign Miniser Gotsev gave strong indications that Sofia is 
looking for a positive response from the U.S. to what he 
described as a desire by "the highest levels" of the Bulgarian 
government to improve relations with the U.S. 

o Gotsev expressed Bulgaria's satisfaction with the results of 
recent U.S. C.ongressional actions concerning Bulgaria, 
and said he believes President Reagan may have had a 
hand ~in lessening the impact of the Congressional 
hearings. · 

o As a result of this positive Bulgarian assessmeQt, Sofia 
has decided to "lift all punishments against the U.S." 

Lake recommends that he be authorized to see Fourth Department 
Chief Pchelintsev and officially tell him we appreciate the 
Bulgarian response on smugglers as a first step in dealing with 
the problem and ~ill follow up on a working level. He also 
recommends suggesting that both sides prepare an agenda of bila­
teral issues to be discussed during Gotsev's consultations in 
Washington. CC) 
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(U) BULGARIA: AFTERMATH OF RECENT BOMBINGS 

summary 

Media reports of several recent bombings in 
Bulgaria raise questions about the identities and 
motives of the perpetrators as well as the inability 
of Bulgarian officials to solve the crimes. The 
Bulgarian Turkish minority is perhaps most suspect • 
The authorities in any event have increased secu­
rity measures and likely will suppress further news 
reports of the investigation. 

* * * * * * 

The Bombings 

Two bombings ~re .known . to have occurred in 
Bulgaria on -August 30--one in Plovdiv at the rail­
road station resulting in 12-14 deaths ~nd perhaps 
more than twice as many injured, and another at the 
airport in Varna resulting in no deaths or injuries. 
In addition, there are fairly reliable reports of 
bombings in Ruse and Burgas (in late August or early 
September) and explosions or .defused bombs in Sofia. 
Meanwhile, rumors are rife in Sofia: bombs planted 
in as many as five other cities; an attempted 
assassination in Turgovishte; cattle poisoning in 
Pravets; arrests of Turks, or Arabs, or Nigerians; 
reports of telephone calls warning of other bombs; 
and so on. A Western participant at the Agrarian 
Party Peace Conference in Varna heard from a 
Bulgarian attendee that there would be •40 blasts 
in honor of the 40th anniversary• of the regime's 
corning to_. power. 

Western Media Reaction 

Three weeks after the fact, the Frankfurter 
Allgerneine Zeitung (FAZ), Die Welt, and the Vienna 
Domestic Television Service carried the first 

Report 934-CA 
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public accounts of the bombings. The Vienna TV reported that the 
Plovdiv episode had been confirmed by the official Bulgarian news 
agency BTA. BTA was cited as saying wthe incident was the work of 
criminals,w resolutely denying any political motivation. Accord­
ing to Die Welt, the BTA spokesman reacted to reports that the 
bombing occurred on the day Zhivkov was expected to . arrive at 
Plovdiv by train by simply denying wthat other bomb explosions 
occurred in the same period.w 

Although his reply obviously failed to answer the question, 
the spokesman apparently was attempting to squelch rumors that 
bombs also had been detonated in several other Bulgarian cities. 
The FAZ account speculated that, although no one had claimed 
responsibility for these bombings, wsome observers assume that it 
might be members of the Turkish minority, which is kept out of 
responsible positions [in Bulgaria].w 

A Turkish Dissent 

Gunaydin, an Ankara newspaper often described as wsensa- . 
tionalistic,w carried a September 25 feature article headlined 
waoo,ooo Turks in Bulgaria are saved from suspicions ofter­
rorism.w The article declared that although wthe foreign press, 
particularly the French and American press, · had been attempting ••• 
to draw a connection between the Bulgarian Turks and -the blasts,w . 
in reality a wBulgaiian Socialist Party in Exilew had announced in · 
Vienna its responsibilit,y for the attacks. The article admitted 
that wlittle is known about the group, that it is not clear who 
they are or when they left Bulgaria.w 

Who Did It? 

Observers have singled out three groups_ as the most likely 
culprits: disgruntled Bulgarian youths, dissidents within the 
party, or Turks (or other) minority dissidents. Circumstantial 
evidence and possible motivation implicate members of the Turkish 
minority: 

--they constitute a large (8 percent) minority group which has 
claimed to have been suppressed by the Bulgarians; 

- -many Turks work in. mining and excavation and ·thus have 
relatively easy access to · exploiives; and 

--the confirmed bombings occurred on August 30--Turkey's Armed 
Forces Day. 

Contrary to Gunaydin's information, the organization in 
Vienna cited (which, however, is called the wBulgarian Socialist 
Democratic Party,w not the wBulgarian Socialist Party in Exilew) 
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so far as can be determined has not claimed responsibility for the 
bombings. Rather, this group, chaired by ·Bulgarian emigre Stefan 
Tabakov, who has lived in Vienna since 1948, appears to be quies­
cent and has never been implicated in any terrorist activity. 

Aftermath 

These bombings are unprecedented in the 40 years of communist 
rule in Bulgaria. Although there is no indication of a clear 
threat to the regime, the Bulgarians have definitely strengthened 
security measures in the aftermath. The number of guards protect­
ing public buildings in Sofia has been increased, roadblocks have 
been introduced throughout eastern Bulgaria, and restrictions on 
foreigners in the capital are being strictly enforced. It seems 
clear that the authorities fear more terrorism may follow. 

Moreover, regardless of who was responsible, the most note­
worthy facet is the inability of Bulgarian security to catch the 
perpetrators. As long as this unsettled situation persists, a 
tight clamp on relevant information can be exp~cted. 

Prepared by Edward Booth 
632-9198 

Approved by Martha c. Mautner 
632-9536 
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PRESS RELEASE 

For Jmediete Release 0ctOM>T 29. 1984 

CDtfERCE DEPARntENT APPROVED EXPlDSIVES SALE··ro BULGARIA 

An article in today's Nev York City Tribune reveals that the U.S. 
Coaaerc~ Department approvefthe sale of $81.000 vorth of dynamitP and high 
ex1,losives in apparen~ violation ot ex,port control regulations. 

n.e sales were revealed bJ r.OIIIDerce Departaent atatistics of U.S. 
exports to Bulgaria during the first ~lf of 1986. ec..erce Deportaent offic­
ials said the explosives were exported under a .aeneral export licenH and 
did not •undergo review by Coanerce, State. and Defeaae Depart . .-nt officials. 

I . 

Explosives are proscribed items on the r.c-erce Departmt.nt 1·s . 
coanodities control list and their export to ccaaunist bloc .. countries is . 
prohibited. · 

Officials at Comerce did nnt know hov the sales were permitted, but 
said it may have been• ■istake. the City Tribune-article reveals. 

' ., 

. A Bulgarian tr.aMte~~cial in Nev York· said it vas a ftpossibility" the 
official Bulgar. tr ing COIi ny IINl"EX purchased the exp~osives. the 
article state. IINTEX has n identified by U.S. _officials as a 1111jor 
dealer in illKJ.LJU",1:1&--1mo narcotics traff~dtiq. 

. Today's City Tribune article exuine• the lul9arian explosives exports 
in light of nev administration policies aiaed at de-coupling trade requirements 
from U.S. security concerns-specifically illeaal Bulaarian arms shipments 
to terrorists in the Middle East erit1 the recent disclosures in Italy linking 
Bulgarian officials to the 1981 attmepted assassination of Pope John Paul JJ. 

For more details, see today•~ Nev York City Tribune. 

Contact Robert · J. Horton • . Editor-in-Olief. for further information. 
; I 
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E.O. 11356: OECL: OADR 
TAGS: PREL OD IP SNAR SHUM BU US 
SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR'S CALL ON FOREIGN MINISTER 

SUMMARY 

1. IN NINETY-MINUTE MEETING NOV 12 IN PREPARATION FOR 
PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS THE NEXT DAY, FOLLOIIING 
ISSUES \/ERE COVERED BETIIEEN FOREIGN 11 IN I STER MLADENOV 
AND AMBASSADOR LEVITSKY: 
--GENERAL RELATIONS: MLADEN6V SAID RELATIONS \/ERE 
BAD ANO HAD 1/0RSENED OVER PAST Tl/0 YEARS. HE PUT THE 
BLAME ON THE U.S. IN SINGLING OUT BULGARIA FOR CRITI­
CISM. AMBASSADOR SAID RELATIONS \/ERE CERTAINLY 
DIFFICULT BUT THAT HE PREFERRED TO LOOK AT RELATIONS 
IN TERMS OF ISSUES INVOLVED. THERE \/ERE NO OBJECTIVE 
POLITICAL, HISTORICAL OR CULTURAL REASONS FOR THE U.S. 
TO PI CK ON BULGARIA; SUCH ISSUES AS OFFICIAL SUPPORT 
BY BULGARIAN ORGANIZATIONS FOR ILLEGAL DRUGS FLO\/, 
PROVISION ON WEAPONS TO EXTREMIST AND TERRORIST 
GROUPS AND EXTREME MEDIA ACCUSATIONS ABOUT U.S. 
ACTIVITIES, SUCH AS INVOLVEMENT IN THE GHANDI ASSASSI­
NATION, \/ERE \/HAT COMPLICATED THE RELATIONSHIP. WE 
INTENDED TO \/ORK ON THESE ISSUES ONE BY ONE. 

--ANTONOV TRIAL . MLADENOV SAID THERE \/AS NOT A SINGLE 
FACT TO INDICATE BULGARIAN INVOLVEMENT IN THE PAPAL 
ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT. HE ACCUSED THE U.S . , PARTICULARLY 

1 l ,"! 1 °THE CIA, OF PUSHING THE CASE FOR THE BULGARIAN CONNECTION 
l • • AND' WARNED THAT ONCE THE CASE GOES TO TR I Al THE SI TU A-

T ION COULD GET OUT OF CONTROL. AMBASSADOR POINTED 

I • 

OUT THE EXTREME CARE 111TH 1/HICH USG HAO AVOIDED COMMENT 
ON THE TRIAL, RATHER RELYING ON THE ITALIAN JUDICIAL 
PROCESS TO REACH ITS CONCLUSIOJS. HE DENIED AN Y 
OFFICIAL U.S. ENCOURAGEMENT OF JOURNALISTS 1/RITING 
ABOUT THE PLOT POINTING OUT THAT MANY OF THESE SAME 
JOURNALISTS HAD ACCUSED THE CIA OF TRYING TO PLAY 
00\IN THE BULGARIAN CONNECTION. 1/ITHOUT TAKING A 
POS ITION ON THE TRIAL ITSELF, AMBASSADOR SAID BULGARIA 
\/AS PAYING THE PRICE FOR MANY YEARS OF INVOLVEMENT 
ANO HOSTING OF DRUGS AND ARMS SMUGGLERS . 

--DRUGS, MLADENOV CLAIMED BULGARIA HAD COOPERATED 
ANO \/ANTED TO COOPERATE 111TH U.S. ON STEMMING DRUGS 
TRAFFIC. NO BULGARIANS \/ERE INVOLVED AND A GOOD AMOUNT 
OF DRUGS HAO BEEN SEIZED IN THE PAST YEAR. U.S . CHARGES 
OF BULGARIAN INVOLVEMENT IN ILLEGAL DRUGS \/ERE UN­
JUSTIFIED. Al1BASSADOR ACKNOIILEDGED I NCR EASED DRUG 
SEIZURES AS POSITIVE DEVELOPMENT BUT DRE~ DISTINCTION 
BETIIEEN BORDER OPERATIONS AND SOLID EVIDENCE THAT 
OFFICIAL BULGARIAN ORGANIZATIONS NAMELY KINTEX, \/ERE 
INVOLVED IN DRUG TRAFFIC. HE SAID DRUGS SEEM TO HAVE 
BECOME AN INTERNATIONAL CURRENCY FOR BULGARIAN ARMS 
SALES TO EXTREMIST GROUPS. 

--ARMS. MLADENOV SAID BULGARIA CONSIOERED ITS ARMS 
SALES (\IHICH \/ERE MUCH SMALLER IN SCALE THAN U.S . ) 
AS LEGITIMATE 1/HETHER TO GOVERMENTS OR "NATIONAL 
LIBERATl9N GROUPS". 
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TOR: 318/ 1731Z CSN:HCES8S BORIS DZHIBROV, HEAD OF STATE PROTOCOL , AND AN 85 

MINUTE CALL ON FOREIGN MINISTER PETUR MLADENOV ON 
NOVEMBER 12. THE MLADENOV MEETING WAS APPARENTL Y 
SLATED TO LAST LESS THAN 68 MINUTES, BUT WHEN THE 
DISCUSSIONS SHOWED NO SIGNS OF WANING AFTER 45 
MINUTES, MLADENOV PICKED UP A PHONE AND ORDERED 
DZHIBROV TO KEEP THE !NEWLY APPOINTED) HUNGARIAN 
AMBASSADOR WAITING . 

DISTRIBUTION: CHLD-91 STEl-01 VP-Bl DOBR-Sl DUR-Bl SEST-Sl 
ROBN-01 LENC-01 LEHR-01 MAT-01 IIRIT-91 
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~ I DEN l I A-t- SECTION 92 OF BS SOFIA 4288 

VIENNA FO DEA 

AMBASSADOR SAID 11£ HAD A STRONG DISAGREEMENT 
ON BULGARIAN SALES TO SOME GOVERNMENTS, 
SUCH AS NICARAGUA, WHICH WAS PROVIDING ARMS TO GROUPS 
TRYING TO TOPPLE THE DEMOCRATICALLY ELECTED GOVERNMENT 
OF EL SALVADOR, BUT THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO DISAGREE­
MENT ON SALES OF ARMS TO SUCH EXTREME TERRORIST GROUPS 
AS BLACK JUNE OR TO GEORGE HABBASH, WHO WERE INVOLVED 
IN MURDER AND TERROR AND HAD ALREADY KILLED NANY U. S. 
CITIZENS. 

--MEDIA. AFTER AN EXCHANGE ABOUT U. S. MEDIA CRITICISM 
OF BULGARIA, Al1BASSADOR PROTESTED BULGARIAN OFFICIAL 
PRESS ACCUSATIONS OF U.S. COMPLICITY IN THE GANDHI 
AS SASS I NAT I ON. 

2. NEETING WAS STRAIGHT FORWARD AND CORDIAL, UNDER THE 
CRICUHSTANCES, WITH HLAOENOV TAKING NO NEW APPROACHES 
EXCEPT PERHAPS FOR THE INTENSITY OF HIS REMARKS ABOUT 
THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE ANTONOV TR I AL. LENGTH OF MEET! NG 
WAS UNUSUAL, PARTICULARLY SINCE NEWLY ARRIVED HUNGARIAN 
AMBASSADOR I/AS KEPT WAlflNG FOR ABOUT ONE HALF HOUR. 
BULGARIANS CLEARLY WANTED TO GET THEIR POSITIONS ON 
THE RECORD FROM THE OUTSET AND THEIR HESS AGE WAS ANY 
IMPROVEMENT IN U.S.- BULGARIAN RELATIONS WAS UP TO 
U.S. \IE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO PUT OUR POSITIONS ON 
THE RECORD AS WELL. BULGARIANS ARE CLEARLY VERY I 
WORRIED ABOUT THE ANTONOV TR I AL. END SUMMARY. 

3. IN CONNECTION WITH PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS, I I 
1 

AMBASSADOR LEVITSKY, ACCOMPANIED BY POL EC CH I EF 1 ➔ ••I 
BUTLER, PAID A 39 MINUTES COURTESY CALL ON AMBASSADOR 

I , I 

f • •• 

I I 

4. AMBASSADOR LEVISTKY OPENED THE MEETING BY SAYING 
U.S.-BULGARIAN RELATIONS WERE DIFFICULT, THAT THERE 
WER SOME AREAS FOR POSITIVE PROGRESS, PARTICULARLY 
IN TRADE AND CULTURAL EXCHANGE AND THAT WE INTENDED 
TO I/ORK ON THE RELATIONSHIP ISSUE BY ISSUE, BOTH I/HERE 
1/E HAVE MUTUAL INTERESTS AND \/HERE 1/E HAVE PROBLEMS. 
HE EMPHASIZED THE NEED FOR THE TWO COUNTRIES TO 
COMMUNICATE DIRECTLY, VIA DISCUSSIONS IN BOTH SOFIA 
AND WASHINGTON. 

s. MLADENOV NOTED FROM THE 0°UTSET THAT HE DID NOT 
INTEND TO "BEAT AROUND THE BUSH" . HE DECLARED THAT 
U. S.-BULGARIAN RELATIONS, WHICH HE CHARACTERIZED AS 
"BAD" REACHED A LOW POINT OVER THE LAST TWO 
YEARS . \IIIILE IN A LARGER CONTEXT EAST-WEST RELATIONS 
HAD GONE SOUR DURING THE SAME PERIOD, ONE CAN NOT BLAME 
THAT FOR THE POOR BILATERAL RELATIONSHIP. HE NOTED 
THAT ZHIVKOV HAD TAKEN IMMEDIATE STEPS WHEN THE 
RELATIONSHIP WORSENED CITING THE ZHIVKOV-BARRY MEETiNG 
OF AUGUST 1983 WHERE ZHIVKOV ASKED BARRY FOR A LIST OF 
"DEMANDS" TO BE MET FOR IMPROVED RELATIONS. ACCORDING 
TO MLADENOV'S VERSION OF THE MEETING, ASIDE FROM 
IDEOLOGICAL DEMANDS (CHANGE SOC I AL SYSTEM OR ALLOW 
RELATIONSH IP TO BECOME "UNEQUAL"), BARRY LISTED VOA 
JAMMING, DIVIDED FAMILIES, MILITARY SUPPORT FLIGHT, AND 
THE AMERICAN THEATER TODAY EXHIBIT. 

6. MADENOV SAi D THAT ALL OF BARRY ' S DEMANDS HAD BEEN 
IMMEDIATELY MET: VOA IS UNJAMMED: THE SUPPORT FLIGHTS 
I/ERE PERMITTED; A SUITABLE LOCATION WAS FOUND FOR THE 
EXHIBIT; AND 26 OF 35 DIVIDED FAMILY CASES WERE RE­
SOLVED. MLADENOV CONTINUED HIS COMPLAiNT THAT 
DESPITE THE BULGARIANS' GOODWILL GESTURE, RELATIONS 
TOOK A DOWNWARD TURN WITH NEW ATTACKS IN CONNECTION 111TH 
THE ANTONOV CASE, ANO USG OFFICIALS (THE VICE PESIDENT 
AND THE SECRETARY) MADE "UNFLATER I NG" ANTI-
BULGARIAN STATEMENTS. 
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\/HTS ASS I GNEO O I STR I BUT I ON: 

. -HE COMPLAINED THAT THE US PRESENTS A DISTORTED IMAGE 
OF BULGARIA AS A COUNTRY 1/HICH SUPPLIES A SIGNIFICANT 
AMOUNT OF DRUGS TO THE U. S. THIS IS NOT BULGARIA'S 
FAULT FOR ITS GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION, AND CERTAINL Y 
BULGARIAHSHOULD NOT BEAR SOLE BLAME FOR DRUG FLOIIS 
1/HICH ALSO TRANSIT ITALY ANO OTHER EUROPEAN COUNTRIES . 

SIT: JP JS. MLAOENOV \/AS MIDLY IRATE IN ACCUSING THE USG 
EOB: OF ULTERIOR MOTIVES IN \/HAT HE CALLLED PLANS TO BUILD A 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ NEIi CUSTOMS CONTROL POINT ON THE YUGOSLAV SIDE OF THE 
YUGOSLAV-BULGARIAN BORDER 111TH DEA/CUSTOMS ASSISTENCE . 
HE CHARGED THAT DRUG SEIZURES AT THE CHECK POINT 

OP I MHEO /ROUT I NE 
UTS9748 
OE- RUOKSA 14288/SJ 31816SS 
0 R 131S3SZ NOV 84 
FN AHEHBASSY SOFIA 
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~L SECTION 03 OF .05 SOFIA 42.08 

VIENNA FOR DEA 

7. ANTONOV CASE 

IN A CALH, BUT OBVIOUS ANNOYED, MANNER, HLAOENOV 
STATED THAT FOLLOIIING THE MARTELLA DECISION TO 
PROSECUTE THE CASE, HE HAD READ THE - REPORT AND FOUND 
"NOT A SINGLE FACT", ONLY "ACCUSATIONS". HE CLAIMED 
THAT "NEVER BEFORE IN THE HISTORY OF HAN HAD SUCH A 
CASE EXISTED" . WITH SARCASM HE SAID THAT I/HILE HE 
UNDERSTOOD THAT THE U.S. HAS A LOIi OPINION OF THE 
COMMUNIST COUNTRIES, INCLUDING THEIR INTELLIGENCE 
SERVICES, SUCH A PRIMTIVE STORY ( AS THE ANTONOV 
CASE) COULD NOT BE "PATCHED UP" ANYWHERE . 

a. MLADENOY STATED THAT, AT FIRST, THE GOB MOVED 
IN A "DELICATE 1/AY" TO COUNTER THE CHARGES OF A 
BULGARIAN CONNECTION . BUT, HE CONTINUED, "\IE KNOii 
I/HEN ANO I/HO STARTED THE ACCUSATIONS. \IE KNOii THESE 
PERSONS I/ELL (STERLING ANO HENZEi, THEY IIORKEO CLOSED 
TO US. LATER \IE MOVED AT HIGHER LEVELS TO GET THE 
CIA TO 1/ITHORAII FROM THE CASE, NOT OUT OF LOVE FOR 
THE CI A, BUT BECAUSE IT 1/0UL O BE DETR I HENTAL FOR 
BILATERAL RELATIONS. \IE FEAR THAT ONCE IT GOES TO 
TRIAL, \IE I/ILL LOSE CONTROL OF THE SITUATION". 
HLADENOV DENOUNCED US CHARGES OF BULGARIAN COMPLICITY 
IN ARNS AND DRUG TRAFFIC. HE REPEATED THE STANDARD 
ARGUMENT THAT AS BULGARIA DOES NOT HAVE A DOMESTIC DRUG 
PROBLEM (ECEPT FOR A FEIi "CASES") , THEIR BORDER IN­
TERDICTION EFFORTS HAVE A HUMANITARIAN CHARACTER, 

,. ,~ THAI THE US AND BULGARIA HAD A FRUITFUL CUSTOMS RELATION­
SHIP 1/HICH I/AS UNILATERALLY BROKEN OFF BY THE U.S .. 

I .. , II I ft I 

I 

1 1 

WILL BE USED AS PROPAGANDA AGAINST BULGARIA. HE 
REITERATED HIS GOVERMENT ' S WILLINGNESS TO COOPERATE 
111 TH THE U.S. (IN CUSTOHS), AND SUGGESTED SOME KI NO 
OF U.S.-BULGARIAN COOPERATION ON BULGARIA'S SOUTHERN 
BORDER. HE SAID THE QUESTION IS IN U.S. HANDS NOii. 

11. SAYING THAT BULGARIA IS A SMALL PRODUCER OF SMALL 
ARMS, MLADENOV CLAIMED THAT ALL SALES ARE TO LEGITIMATE 
GOVERMENTS THROUGH LEGITIMATE CANNELS. NOTING 
DIFFERING VIEWS OF OUR GOVERNMENTS ON NATIONAL 
LIBERATION MOVEMENTS AND TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS , 
HLADENOV STATED THAT THE GOB FIGHTS AGAINST TERRORIST 
GROUPS, RECALLING THE ARREST OF IVE BADER-ME I NH OFF 
MEMBERS IN BULGARIA. HE SAID THE PLO OR SANDINISTAS 
ARE LEGITIMATE HOVEMENTS:GOVERMENTS, ANO THAT THE 
GOB NEVER MADE CESSATION OF U. S. ARMS SUPPLIES TO 
AFHAN "REBELS" (HIS QUOTES) AS A PRECONDITION TO 
BETTER RELATIONS. 

DIALOGUE 

12. MLAOENOV CONCLUDED THAT THE 1/AY TO IMPROVE 
RELATIONS IS VIA DIALOG NOT VIA CONFRONTATION. HE 
SAID THAT BULGARIA DOES NOT HAVE A QUARREL 111TH THE 
U.S. ANO THAT ON MOST QUESTIONS HE FELT THAT \IE CAN 
FI ND A SOL UT I ON. BUT HE CLEARLY I NOi CATEO THAT THE 
BURDEN FOR IHPROVEHENT \/AS ON THE U.S. 

AMBASSADOR'S RESPONSE 

13. AMBASSADOR LEVISTKY THANKED MLADENOV FOR THE 
FRANKNESS OF HIS REMARKS, STRESS I NG THAT IT \/AS 
IHPORTATNT FOR THE GOB TO UNDERSTAND THAT THERE WAS 
NO POLITICAL, HISTORICAL OR CULTURAL REASON FOR THE 
US TO SINGLE OUT BULGARIA FOR CRITICISM. PROBLEMS 
AROSE FROM ISSUES AND DISAGREEMENTS RATHER THAN FROM 
ANY US DESIRE TO PICK ON BULGARIA. 
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AS THf PLO IS AN UMBRELLA ORGANIZATION, 1/HICH INCLUDES 
A VARIETY OF GROUPS, SOME EXTREMIST, AND SOME PURE 
TERRORIST, SUCH AS BLACK JUNE AND GEORGE HABASH, 
THE U.S . HAS AN INTEREST IN STOPPING THE FLO\/ OF ARMS 
TO THE TERRORISTS. \IE COULD NOT ACCEPT THE CHARACTERI­
ZATION OF PEOPLE LIKE HABASH AS NATIONAL LIBERATION 
FIGHTERS. THEIR PEOPLE DESTROYED AMERICAN PROPERTY AND 

I/HTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION: MURDERED AMERICAN OFFICIALS. 
SIT: JP ON THE QUESTION OF NICARAGUA, THE AMBASSADOR SAID, \IE 
EOB : HAVE MORE OF A TRADITIONAL DISAGREEMENT. HE NOTED THAT 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ ARMS SUPPLIED TO NICARAGUA HAVE ALSO TURNED UP IN THE 

HANDS OF SALVADOREAN REBELS, I/HO OPPOSE THE DEMOCRATIC 
DUARTE GOVERMENT \IE SUPPORT, UNDERMINING THE PEACE 

OP IMMED /ROUTINE PROCESS IN CENTRAL AMERICA, AN AREA 1/HICH IS VERY 
UTS9758 CLOSE TO OUR BORDER. 
DE RUDKSA 142118/84 3181615 
0 R 131530l NOV 84 17. THE AMBASSADOR SAi D THE USG I/AS PLEASED AT THE 
FM AMEMBASSY SOFIA PROGRESS IN SOME AREAS MADE SINCE THE ZHIVKOV MEETING, 

MENTIONING VOA AND DIVIDED FAMILY CASES. HE 
TO SECSTATE 1/ASHDC IMMEDIATE 603 NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT \IE FELT VOA SHOULD NEVER HAVE 

BEEN JAMMED IN THE FIRST PLACE. DRUGS AND ARMS SALES 
INFO AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 6856 ARE OF HIGH CONCERN TO THE USG AND \IE EXPECTED TO I/ORK 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN 2729 TOI/ARD SOLUTIONS ON THESE ISSUES AS I/ELL AS TO ADVANCE 
AMEMBASSY MOSCO\/ 5512 HORE POSITIVE AREAS OF OUR RELATIONSHIP. 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 4694 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 6891 
AMEMBASSY 1/ARSAII 4588 
Al'IEMBASSY BUDAPEST 4841 
Al'ICONSUL MUN I CH 2698 
USMISSION USNATO 2281 
Al'IEMBASSY VIENNA 5962 
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14. ANTONOV: THE AMBASSADOR REPEATED THE USG POSIT I ON 
OF NEUTRALITY ON THE ANTONOY CASE UNTIL THE ITALIAN 
JUDICIARY HAS FINISHED 111TH IT. HE REJECTED THAT 
THERE HAD BEEN CIA INVOLVEMENT IN THE CASE, OR THAT 
STERLING AND HENZE ARE CONNECTED TO THE CIA. HE POINTED 
OUT, IN FACT, THAT BOTH BAD CRITIZED THE CIA FOR 
ALLEGEDLY TRYING TO DISPROVE THE BULGARIAN CONNECTION. 
HE \/ENT ON TO SAY THAT, 1/ITHOUT TAKING A POSITION ON 
THE MERITS OF THE CASE, BULGARIA IS NOW PAYING THE PRICE 
OF INTERNATIONAL NOTORIETY FOR HAVING GOTTEN INVOLVED 
IN DRUGS AND ARMS FLOW AND FOR HAVING HOSTED TURKISH 
AND MIDDLE EASTERN UNDERIIORLD FIGURES OVER THE YEARS . 

lS . HE DISTINGUISHED BETWEEN THE MAIN ISSUES ON DRUGS, 
THAT OF TRANSIT FLOWS AND THAT OF PERMITTING THE 

DEALING OF DRUGS FROM BULGARIAN TER~ITORY. THE AMBASSADOR 
SAID THAT BASED ON EVIDENCE AVAILABLE TO HIM IN 
I/ASH I NGTON AND 11H I CH HE STUD I ED CLOSELY, HE I/AS 
CONY I NCED OF THE INVOLVEMENT OF BULGARIAN 
INSTITUTIONS IN DRUG TRADE, WHICH ALSO RELATED DIRECTLY 
TO THE ARMS ISSUE. HE NAMED KINTEX AS A PRIME CULPRIT. 
HE SAID THAT HE I/AS NOT OF THE OPINION THAT BULGARIA WAS 
INVOLVED IN DRUGS FOR IDEOLOGICAL REASONS, THAT IS TO 
DESTABLIZE 1/ESTERN SOCIETY, BUT THAT DRUGS WERE I ,, ,, I , 
CONNECTED 111TH THE SALE OF ARMS TO EXTREMIST GROUPS AND 
HAD BEEN USED AS A KIND OF INTERNATIONAL CURRENCY TO PAY , , 
FOR THEIR ARMS. 

16 . . RHS: THE AMBASSADOR DISAGREED WITH MLADENOV ON THE 
SUPPLY OF ARMS TO THE PLO AND NICARAGUA. STATING THAT 

I I t 

,, . 
I . ' 

18. MED I A TREATEMENT: AMBASSADOR LEV I TSKY PROTESTED 
BULGARIAN MEDIA TREATMENT OF CHARGES THAT THE US I/AS 
BEHIND THE GANDHI ASSASSINATION. NOTING THAT AS OPPOSED 
TO THE U.S.' FREE PRESS, BULGARIA HAS AN OFFICIAL 
PRESS. I/HEN A NEWSPAPER, 1/HICH CLAIMS TO BE THE OFFICIAL 
ORGAN OF THE BCP, ACCUSES THE USG OF COMPLICITY IN 
PRINT, \IE FEEL THAT IT REFLECTS THE GOB POSITION. 
SUCH STATEMENTS ARE DESIGNED TO STIR UP TROUBLE AND GO 
FAR BEYOND NORMAL IDEOLOGICAL DIFFERENCES AND CRITICISM 
OF THE US 1/HICH \IE SAIi IN THE BULGARIAN PAPERS EVERY 
DAY. 

19. CONCLUDING COMMENTS: THE AMBSSADOR SAID THAT THERE 
ARE AREAS WHERE WE CAN MOVE FORWARD, ESPECIALLY TRADE 
CULTURAL EXCHANGE AND CONTACT. HE ALSO SAID THAT HE 
HOPES FOR IMPROVED ACCESS FOR EMBASSY OFFICERS TO 
BULGARIAN OPINION MAKERS . HE PROMISED TO REPORT 
HLADENOV'S COMMENTS ON DRUGS ISSUES, PARTICULARLY 111TH 
REGARD TO BORDER COOPERATION, TO WASHINGTON. 

20. MLADENOV RESPONDED TO THE AMBASSADOR'S COMMENTS ON 
BULGARIAN PRESS COVERAGE OF THE GANDHI ASSASSINATION BY 
ASKING AMBASSADOR LEVITSKY TO PUT HIMSELF IN HLADENOV' S 
PLACE AND REACT TO CHARGES OVER THE PAST Tl/0 YEARS THAT 
BULGARIANS INVOLVED IN THE PLOT TO KILL A HEAD OF STATE­
THE POPE. HE EMPHAS IZED THE POINT THAT NOT A SINGLE 
BULGARIAN HAS EVER BEEN CAUGHT IN THE DRUG TRADE, AND 

THAT BULGARIA AND THE U. S. ARE CAUGHT AS VICTIMS OF 
"OUR 01/N PROPAGANDA' . HE SUGGESTED THAT 111TH ALL OF THE 
HEINOUS CRIMES OF 1/HICH BULGARIA HAS BEEN ACCUSED, THE 
USG MUST THINK THAT THE CAPITAL OF THE EMPIRE OF EVIL 
HAS MOVED TO SOFIA. THE AMBASSADOR RE I TE RATED HIS · 
REMARKS ABOUT THE DIFFERENCES IN THE OPERATIONS AND 
NATURE OF THE US AND BULGARIAN MEDIA AND REPEATED HIS 
COMMENT THAT THERE I/AS NO OBJECTIVE REAONS, OTHER THAN 
THE SPECIFIC ISSUES INVOLVED, FOR THE US TO PICK ON 
BULGARIA. 
BT 

< I 

I l t. 

. I l 

H I' I' ;, ; ' I I I • 

If ', I 

., ... I ' 

t ,1 1 ii 



11111111111 I I 11111111111 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
SECRETARIAT 

PAGE lJl 
EOB282 

SOFIA 4208 
ANlJ04S31 

DTG : 1315302 NOV 84 PSN: 064753 
TOR: 318/17362 CSN : HCE589 

DISTRIBUTION: CHLD-01 STEl-81 VP-01 DOBR -01 DUR-01 SEST-01 
ROBN-01 LENC-81 LEHR-01 MAT -01 WR IT -01 
/011 A4 

WHTS ASSIGNED DI STR I BUT I ON: 
SIT: JP 
EOB : 

OP IMMED /ROUTINE 
STU6944 
DE RUDKSA 14208/85 3181638 
0 R 1315382 NOV 84 
FM AMEMBASSY SOFIA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 684 

INFO AMEHBASSY BELGRADE 6857 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN 2738 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 5513 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 4695 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 6092 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 4509 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 4842 
AMCONSUL MUNICH 2699 
USMISSION USNATO 2282 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA S963 

&-&11"f"-t=e-£ NT I A t'SECTION 05 OF 85 SOFIA 4288 

VIENNA FOR DEA 

21. COMl1£NT: OUR MEET ING TOOK PLACE THREE DAYS AFTER 
THE SEHi-ANNUAL PLENARY SESSION OF THE BULGARIAN 
COMMUNIST PARTY CENTRAL COIIIIITTEE . 2HIVKOV SPOKE AT THE 
PLENUM ON THE ECONOMY ANO TIE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION. 
HORE INTERESTING FROM OUR STANDPOINT WAS THE FACT THAT 
THE GOB'S AMBASSADOR IN WASIINGTON, STOYAN ZHULEV, 
SPOKE AT THE PLENUM, THE FIRST TIME WE KNOW OF HIM DOING 
SO. US-BULGARIAN RELATIONS IIUST THEREFORE HAVE BEEN ON 
THE AGENDA, MAKING MLADENOV'S COMMENTS ALL THE MORE 
FRESH AND MEANINGFUL. 

22 , DESPITE THE DIFFICULTIES OF THE ISSUES DISCUSSED, 
THE MEETING WAS CALH AND RELATIVELY REL AXED . MLADENOV 
MADE HIS PO I NTS AND I HADE OURS. ML ADE NOV SEEMED MOST 
PERTURBED ABOUT ANTONOV AND DRUGS. HE WAS PARTICULARL Y 

CONCER~ED ABOUT REPORTS OF A US-SPONSORED CUSTOMS 
CHECKPOINT TO BE SET UP ON THE YUGOSLAV-BULGARIAN 
BORDER IPRESUMABL Y KALOT I NA). HL ADENDV I ND I CATED THAT 
THE GOB BEL I EVES THE PURPOSE OF THE CHECK PO I NT IS TO 
HAKE SEIZURES OF DRUGS THAT BULGARIAN CUSTOMS MISSES, 
THUS CAUSING IT EMBARRASSIIEIT. 

23. THE MAIN IMPRESSION I CARRIED AWAY FROM THE 
MEETING WAS THAT THE BULGARIANS ARE TERRIBLY CONCERNED 
ABOUT THE ANTONOV TR I AL . THEY SEE THE PROB AB IL ITV THAT 
THEY Will BE CAST EVEN MORE IN THE ROLE OF A PARIAH 
STATE TO THE DETRIMENT OF TIEIR PLANS FOR MORE 
ECONOMIC ENGAGEMENT WITH THE WEST. !HIS COMMENT ABOUT I 
THE .SIJUATION GETTING •our Of CONTROL. PROBABLY REFERS I 

TO PLANS FO~ A COUNTER-TRIAL OF THE USG OR CIA.LEVITSKY 
I 
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BULGARIA 

Bulgaria is a Marxist-Leninist state ruled by the Bulgarian 
Communist Party. The Communist leadership, a 
self-perpetuating elite group which holds a monopoly of power, 
seeks to direct and control all economic, social, and cultural 
activities. A minority party, the Bulgarian _National Agrarian 
Union, is represented in the Government and the National 
Assembly (Parliament) but is totally subservient to the 
Communist Party. 

The Bulgarian Constitution provides for certain basic rights, 
including the right to citizenship, work, rest, access to 
health care and free education, speech, press, association and 
demonstration, and freedom of worship. In practice, these 
freedoms are circumscribed to varying degrees, and they are 
not permitted to be exercised in any way that might weaken 
Communist Party control. All challenges to this control are 
dealt with quickly, firmly, and harshly. The Communists' 
power monopoly seems to have been tolerated in Bulgaria less 
grudgingly than in some of the other Eastern European states. 
Nevertheless, latent discontent exists among persons of all 
age groups, particularly with regard to the lack of political, 
cultural, and intellectual freedom under the party's tight 
rein. 

The Government's observance of human rights during 1984 has 
not changed significantly. Beatings and mistreatment of 
political prisoners, and arbitrary arrest and detention of 
persons critical of the authorities reportedly continue. The 
Government maintains its constant widespread interference in 
the affairs of its citizens through its system of police 
informers, electronic monitoring, mail censorship, and control 
of information. Basic human freedoms continue to be 
abridged. With legitimate areas of free expression closed off 
to Bulgarian citizens, several instances of terrorism in 1984 
posed an ominous new feature on the Bulgarian scene. Bomb 
explosions at the Plovdiv railway station, Gorna Oryakhovitsa 
post office, and Varna airport, which caused multiple 
casualties, seem to have been politically inspired. 

Concerted industrialization of Bulgaria's primarily 
agricultural economy got under way only in the postwar years. 
As the executor of this economic modernization, which brought 
increased urbanization and a rise in living standards, the 
Communist Party has taken credit for Bulgaria's · emergence into 
modernity. 

RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 

Section 1 Respect for the Integrity of the Person, Including 
Freedom fr om: 

a. Political Killing 

Although there were no reports in 1984 of politically inspired 
killings by security forces or anti-regime groups, Bulgaria's 
tight control of its information media renders it impossible 
to assess whether such killings have occurred. 

Three executions were publicly announced in 1984, including 
that of Plamen Antonov Penchev. He had been convicted of 
sending a package bomb which killed several persons at the 
Gorna Oryakhovitsa train station post office in April 1984. 
His death sentence was announced in July, and a Bulgarian 
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official said in August that Penchev had been executed. The 
other two announced executions were for armed robbery. 

b. Disappearance 

No cases of disappearance in 1984 at the hands of official or 
quasi-official security forces have come to light. 

c. Torture and Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment 

Beatings continue to be a feature of imprisonment in Bulgaria, 
according to 1984 reports by dissidents and their families. 
Political prisoners, who are usually intellectuals, are 
detained together with common criminals and subjected to 
brutal treatment by these elements as well as by guards. 
These practices are confirmed by veteran inmates from various 
prisons. Three inmates at the Central Prison in Sofia were 
allegedly shot in early 1984 when they fail•d to respond to a 
command in the prison courtyard. 

At the Razvigor Street Jail in Sofia, prisoners are held two 
to a cell during the pretrial investigation stage. The cells 
measure one and a half by two paces and are furnished only 
with a plank bed and pallet. Each cell is illuminated around 
the clock by a single naked bulb. Access to washing 
facilities is limited, with one shower permitted about every 2 
weeks. Latrines consist of a hole in the ground. Only two 
daily latrine trips are permitted. Toilet paper is severely 
rationed, and cell walls are smeared with excrement. 

Convicts are assigned to the most hazardous jobs at the Devnia 
Chemical Plant but at rates of pay considerably below those of 
their coworkers. One Bulgarian dissident characterized the 
conditions of forced labor at this facility as potentially 
fatal in a matter of months. 

d. Arbitrary Arrest, Detention, or Exile 

Bulgarians may be detained, tried, and punished for many 
actions which are generally considered political in nature. 
Any type of unauthorized demonstration, public expression of 
view critical of the Government, or even the simple act of 
entering a Western embassy can bring detention or arrest. 
Occasionally, arrestees are charged with having committed a 
•crime• such as visiting an embassy, although there appears to 
be no law against such activity. More often, however, they 
are charged with vaguely-worded political •crimes•, or with a 
common petty crime such as currency violation, or with 
violation of administrative restrictions on their personal 
travel. 

The principle of habeas corpus exists under the Bulgarian 
Criminal Code and is followed in most cases. Except for some 
cases which the Government considers politically sensitive, 
the law provides that preliminary detention is limited to 10 
days, and then only whenever evidence indicates some 
justification for a later indictment. The accused may wait 
for formal indictment for up to 6 months provided charges have 
been made. In all cases, according to the law, the accused 
must be informed of the charges pending against him. The 
letter of the law is usually, but not always, followed. 

Persons may also be subject through administrative regulation 
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to an informal system of detention in which they are detained 
at their place of residence and must appear at the local 
police station several times daily to sign in. Another form 
of punishment is forced change of domicile or internal exile. 
A person's right to live in a certain town may be revoked, and 
he may be required to move to a town far away from family, 
friends, and familiar surroundings. Banished persons are 
often sent to remote villages to perform agricultural labor. 
One dissident banished from Sofia in 1984 was denied lodging 
upon arrival at the place of exile. He spent several weeks 
living in the open at a public park, where he became ill from 
exposure. The identity cards of exiles are stamped to note 
their restriction to a particular locality. Should the exile 
leave despite these prohibitions, he may face more severe 
administratively imposed imprisonment. 

e. Denial of Fair Public Trial 

Bulgarian law and general practice provide for public trial in 
criminal cases. Defendants are entitled to counsel, but only 
after the preliminary investigation, sometimes lasting many 
weeks, has been completed and an indictment prepared. When 
legal counsel is finally available to the accused, it often 
cooperates with the prosecution. In theory, the accused is 
informed of the charges against him, but recent practice 
indicates that detainees are often not told precisely unde~ 
what statutes they are being held. 

Special court procedures are followed in cases involving state 
security. such trials may be held in camera, as was that of 
Plameu Antonov Penchev, the convicted bomber at Gorna 
Oryakhovitsa. The trials of Volodya Nakov and Yanko Yankov, 
dissidents who suffered exile for contacting Western 
embassies, were also conducted in secret. 

Generally, the Bulgarian penal system follows th€ letter of 
the law. However, although the laws themselves are codified 
and published, numerous procedural and administrative 
regulations are not. Frequently, such regulations, access to 
which is restricted, are invoked arbitrarily. The defendant 
and his counsel have little recourse, since the validity or 
applicability of the regulation in question cannot easily be 
verified. These procedural regulations play a central role in 
the judicial system and enable the Government and its 
prosecutors to manipulate the circumstances and outcome of 
trials. 

f. Arbitrary Interference with Privacy, Family, Home, or 
Correspondence 

The Government interferes in the private lives of its citizens 
in myriad ways. An elaborate system of informers directed by 
the party and security apparatus, with representation in 
virtually all workplaces, residential areas, and social 
organizations, monitors the daily lives of Bulgarians in 
search of signs of dissidence or other unacceptable behavior. 

Sanctity of the home is safeguarded by law, and police may 
legally search property only with prior permission from a 
court or prosecutor. However, searches may pe undertaken in 
urgent situations before judicial permission is given. 

The Government organizes the private lives of its citizens. 
Virtually all citizens belong to "mass• political 
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organizations. Children and young adults belong to the 
Pioneers and Komsomol, while their elders join the Fatherland 
Front, a mass organization, or, in the case of the elite, the 
Communist Party. There appears to be strong pressure on all 
citizens at least to pay dues and become nominal members of 
these organizations. Those who refuse--an extremely small 
percentage of the population--are likely to be denied normal 
promotions and other benefits and to come under official 
scrutiny. 

The Government attempts to insulate the populace from most 
kinds of contact with foreign non-Communist influence. 
International mail and telephone conversations are closely 
monitored, and Western shortwave radio broadcasts have been 
subjected to periodic jamming. Western publications, except 
for those of Communist parties, are virtually unavailable in 
Bulgaria. Suspect publications are often confiscated from 
travelers' luggage before they are admitted to the country. 
Some persons with valid visas have been denied entry to 
Bulgaria because objectionable literature was found in their 
possession. 

Foreign citizens, including even family members of Bulgarians, 
have sometimes been denied the opportunity of staying in the 
homes of their Bulgarian relatives and friends while visiting 
the country. 

In the case of the Turkish and Pomak minorities, Bulgarian 
authorities have reportedly even interfered with the normal 
registration of civil documents. The Pomaks, numbering some 
200,000 in Bulgaria, are ethnic Slavs whose ancestors 
converted to Islam during the 500 years of Turkish rule. Many 
have kept Muslim religion, habits, dress, and names to this 
day. According to several sources, Bulgarian authorities have 
put increasing pressure on Muslim min~rities to accept }lavic 
or Slavicized names and have even refused i~ some provi ,ces to 
issue birth and marriage documents, diplomas, and other civil 
documents to Pomaks who refuse to accept Bulgarian names. 

Section 2 Respect for Civil Rights, Including: 

a. Freedom of Speech and Press 

The Constitution provides for certain basic rights including 
freedom of speech, press, association and demonstration, and 
worship. In practice, these freedoms are circumscribed and 
are not permitted to be exercised in any way that might weaken 
Communist Party control. The state controls the press, 
decides which political organizations may exist, and 
determines which political demonstrations may take place. 

Laws provide for · severely punishing anyone accused of 
criticizing the state. The dissemination of "untruthful 
remarks which might increase mistrust of state power or cause 
confusion in society" is proscribed. The divulging of certain 
information (for example, the size of the foreign debt) is 
illegal and subject to severe pena~ties. 

Although censorship does not exist officially, the media 
operate within well-understood party and government guidelines 
and practices. International news is usually limited to that 
provided by the government news agency or official Soviet 
sources. Forbidden topics in the Bulgarian press include 
unauthorized criticism of party and state leaders, of 
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socialist ideology, and of other socialist countries, 
particularly the U.S.S.R. All-pervasive party control of the 
media makes self-censorship by journalists unnecessary. 
However, self-censorship is practiced carefully by virtually 
the entire population in all aspects of public life. There 
have also been instances of interference with academic inquiry 
in the social sciences. 

The public is permitted to send criticism, suggestions, and 
complaints by letter to newspapers and to National Assembly 
representatives on a broad range of topics such as inadequate 
service from public agencies and housing shortages. None of 
the letters published goes beyond criticism of specific 
economic or service shortfalls or failure of individuals in 
government administration. None deals with fundamental 
questions of how society, the economy, or the nation's 
political life are structured. Thus the state allows limited 
criticism and reportedly seeks to investigate complaints and 
respond to them. 

b. Freedom of Peaceful Assembly and Association 

In practice, freedom of assembly is a right granted only to 
legally constituted organizations and only for approved 
purposes. Private associations are totally unknown, and the 
law provides for punishment of anyone "foundi~~ an illegal, 
anti-state organization." Public assemblies are never 
spontaneous affairs, but rather are party-organized to achieve 
a particular purpose. The possibility of an unauthorized 
group demonstration is remote. 

Bulgarian trade or labor unions are totally controlled and 
organized by the Government. Their important political 
function is to increase public support for the Government and 
the quality and quantity of production. Members are not in a 
position to negotiate or strike for hetter pay o r working 
conditions. Union leaders represent the interests of the 
management. Bulgarian trade unions organize vacations for 
workers and look after the general social welfare of their 
members. 

People working as lawyers, doctors, artists, musicians, 
writers, and academics are represented by professional 
associations which also have the party-assigned function of 
controlling their membership. Professional associations are 
more likely to have contacts with foreign--even Western-­
pro~essional associations, however, and arrange foreign travel 
for trusted members to attend conferences and take part in 
international exchanges. 

c. Freedom of Religion 

Bulgaria is a Communist state which officially espouses 
atheism and discourages religion. Openly expressed religious 
conviction is incompatible with party membership or the 
attainment of responsible government position. Nevertheless, 
a number of faiths do hold services. The Bulgarian Orthodox 
Church, the state religion before the Communists took power, 
is the largest and most acceptable in the Government's view. 
This is in recognition of the Church's historical and cultural 
role in Bulgarian history, as well as its continuing appeal to 
masses of ordinary Bulgarians. The Church receives 
substantial government financial support and in return voices 
concurrence with government propaganda lines such as on peace 
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and disarmament. The Church ·is allowed to print a newspaper 
and sell religious articles such as candles, small jewelry 
crosses, etc. A Bulgarian Orthodox bookstore sells limited 
editions of scholarly books on church history, but the number 
of Bibles in circulation is strictly limited. 

Worship services continue to be popular, especially on 
important holidays such as Palm Sunday and Easter. 
Authorities tend not to interfere with older worshipers 
entering churches on these occasions; but in some cases in 
1984, youths have been required to have passes to gain 
admittance. The passes are handed out by local branches of 
the Communist Youth League {Komsomol). On Easter Eve 1984, 
militiamen harassed young people trying to enter a 
neighborhood church in Sofia. 

Islam and Judaism are also officially recognized by the 
state. Ethnic Turks make up the majority of Bulgaria's 
Muslims, the remainder being Gypsies or Slavic Pomaks. Muslim 
believers have been inhibited from practicing their religion 
by the closure of many mosques and by prohibition against 
religious education of children. Although Sofia's main mosque 
is being slowly renovated with some government funds, many 
other mosques throughout the country have fallen into 
disrepair, been razed, or been converted to other uses. When , 
mosques have been razed, their associated graveyards have 
usually also been razed, often without a trace. 

Muslims have no access to Korans, which are not printed in 
Bulgaria. A Muslim wishing to undertake the hajj to Mecca 
would encounter the same barriers faced by any Bulgarian 
seeking a private trip abroad: currency restrictions and a 
letter of support from an overseas relative. The Bulgarian 
press for the past few years has not reported even token 
contingents from Bulgaria making the pilgr\mage to Mecca. 

Bulgaria's Jewish minority of about 5,000, mainly middle-aged 
and elderly persons, is permitted freedom to attend worship 
services. Jews in Bulgaria have not undergone strident 
anti-Semitic repression. Sofia's Sephardic Synagogue was 
provided government funds for refurbishing as a national 
architectural monument, but work has come to a virtual halt. 
The synagogue's prayer books are old, with no replacements 
provided. Bulgaria's Jewish cultural center emphasizes the 
community's ethnic, not religious, identity. Government 
slaughterhouses will not cater to the special dietary 
requirements of pious customers. The Goyernment will not 
allow appropriate clergy to participate in slaughterhouse 
operations. 

Relations between churches and the Government are regulated by 
the Foreign Minist,y's Committee for Questions of the 
Bulgarian Orthodox Church and Religious Cults. Although n6 
churches are "licensed", only the Orthodox, Moslem, and Jewi~h 
religions enjoy any sort of official support. A number of 
other religions and sects are allowed to operate churches and 
congregations in Bulgaria. Included in this group are 
Catholics, Evangelicals, Baptists, Pentecostalists, 
Seventh-Day Adventists, Armenians, Congregationalists, and 
Methodists. 

Bulgaria's Roman Catholics are few in number and divided 
between followers of the Latin and Uniate rites. Church 
sermons hew closely to topics of personal piety, avoiding 
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social and political issues. During 1983-84 two priests were 
allowed to study in Rome. Upon their return to Bulgaria, the 
authorities confiscated Bibles and theological books which 
they had brought back with them. Two Uniate Roman Catholic 
nuns are studying theology in Rome. 

No religious groups may engage in open proselytizing, and 
foreign missionary activity is likewise banned. Religious 
education of children is prohibited, but some youngsters do 
enter churches with family members for services. Although a 
Bulgarian-language Bible was printed in 1982, only 2,000 
copies were distributed domestically. Most denominations have 
privately complained about the lack of scriptural materials. 

d. Freedom of Movement within the Country, Foreign 
Travel, Emigration, and Repatriation 

~he Government controls where Bulgarians live, work, and 
travel. All Bulgarians carry a personal identity card with 
them at all times stating their legal place of residence and 
work. Without this card, they cannot purchase domestic 
airline tickets, register at a hotel, or seek any kind of 
social service such as medical assistance. Change of place of 
residence or work is a complicated process unless the change 
is at the Government's initiative and convenience. Changing 
residence to Sofia and other majot cities from the provinces 
is especially difficult because of the desire to limit the 
size of cities. Travel around the country is unrestricted, 
except for border areas where non-local Bulgarians are stopped 
and questioned if they do not have special permission to be 
there. 

Foreign travel is extremely restricted. Bulgarian citizens 
must have a passport for foreign tr~vel and an exit visa 
specifying the- destination for each trip. If they go to a 
country not mentioned ir. the exit p ,·rmit, they can face 
serious complications upon their return home. A citizen's 
application for an exit document is refused most often because 
travel is deemed "not in the interest of the state." 
Applications for pure tourist travel to the West are rarely 
granted except to trusted and highly placed individuals. 
Travel to Eastern European countries is encouraged. 

Emigration is provided for by law, but is rarely permitted. 
However, the Government occasionally permits members of 
divided families, including spouses, to join relatives in the 
West in accordance with the Helsinki Final Act. Since 1983, 
several of the approximately three dozen American divided 
family cases were resolved, as were a few cases involving 
other Western countries. 

The Government encourages the repatriation of ethnic 
Bulgarians residing abroad, although the - right of repatriation 
is not guaranteed. In the summer of 1981, the authorities 
declared an amnesty for all Bulgarians who had left the 
country illegally, inviting them to return home without fear 
of prosecution. Few took advantage of this offer before it 
expired at the end of 1983. Among those who did, one family 
had their U.S. passports confiscated by local militia 
authorities. A new amnesty was announced in 1984. A number 
of Bulgarian-born foreign residents and citizens do 
voluntarily return to Bulgaria to live in retirement each 
year. These repatriates are well treated by the Government. 
Less fortunate are those involuntary repatriates who are 
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returned from other Communist countries for having attempted 
illegally to emigrate. Likewise, Bulgaria's policy is to 
return to their home countries potential refugees from other 
Warsaw Pact countries who have tried to cross the Bulgarian 
border into Greece, Turkey, or Yugoslavia. 

Section 3 Respect for Political Rights: The Right of Citizens 
to Change Their Government 

Bulgaria is governed by a small ruling elite representing the 
Bulgarian Communist Party. Rank and file members of the party 
have little, if any, actual political power or opportunity to 
change the party's policies. Non-party members are virtually 
denied any role in influencing the policies of their 
Government or in changing its form. 

Political pluralism and free participation in the political 
process are essentially nonexistent. Domestic opposition to 
the state or party is dealt with promptly and severely with 
prison sentences. Premier Grisha Filipov told Austrian 
journalists on September 26, 1984: "We do not have any 
opposition. Our national and political unity is important." 
Opponents and dissidents are not tolerated, he added, since 
Bulgaria's economic successes are based on this national unity 
under the party. 

Bulgaria has no free elections in the Western sense, although 
it tries to maintain the appearance of pluralism through the 
participation of the Bulgarian National Agrarian Union in the 
Government and National Assembly. The Communist and Agrarian 
parties, together with labor, youth, and other organizations, 
comprise the Fatherland Front, an umbrella organization of 
Communist and non-Communist elements established in 1942. In 
practice, the Fatherland Frort as well as its various 
organizations are all ultimatl~ly controlled by the Communist 
Party, to which the Constitution gives clear primacy. The 
Agrarians run separate candidates but do not compete against 
Communist candidates or face any other opposition. They hold 
about one-fourth of the seats in the National Assembly, but 
all votes in the Assembly are unanimous. 

The National Assembly, which normally meets fewer than four 
times a year, has no independent role in governing. No debate 
of alternatives takes place. The National Assembly has never 
failed to endorse government policy. 

Section 4 Governmental Attitude Regarding International and 
Non-governmental Investigation of Alleged Violations 
of Human Rights 

The human rights record of Bulgaria has not been the subject 
of resolutions by international human rights organizations. 
Bulgaria has not admitted any independent group to inve$t igate 
questions of human rights violations, and has net responded to 
or communicated with any non-governmental human rights group. 
Although aulgaria is a member of the UN Human Rights 
Commission, Bulgarian authorities contend that human rights 
are strictly an internal matter for each government to 
resolve. There are no government or private organizations in 
Bulgaria which attempt to protect individual l~berties or 
observe and report on human rights violations. 

Amnesty International has repeatedly commented on human rights 
violations in Bulgaria. In its 1984 report, Amnesty expressed 
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concern about the imprisonment of prisoners of conscience and 
two cases of confinement to psychiatric hospitals for 
political reasons. Freedom House rates Bulgaria •not free.• 

ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND CULTURAL SITUATION 

During the past 40 years, Bulgaria has changed from an 
overwhelmingly agricultural country to one with a mix of 
industry and agriculture. Communist rulers have emphasized 
state ownership of nearly all means of production, rapid 
economic growth, central control over the economy, and 
industrial development. The country remains a large producer 
of agricultural goods, and Bulgarians can sell produce raised 
on their own private plots. Per capita income in 1980 was 
estimated at $2,625. 

Bulgaria has been successful in feeding, educating, and 
looking after the basic necessities of its citizens. Its 
present performance in all of these areas is better than at 
any other time in Bulgaria's history. All citizens are 
guaranteed a job. Officially there is no unemployment, 
although in practice underemployment is widespread. Basic 
needs are generally met on a non-discriminatory basis, 
although high party officials and those with access to hard 
currency may be able to afford superior foreign health care, 
education, and better food. There are no grounds for charges 
of discrimination on the basis of sex when it comes to 
provision of the necessities of life. Although Bulgaria has 
poor people, there do not seem to be great disparities between 
poverty and wealth. success in the Government or party 
results more in privileges than in great personal wealth. 

A system of government facilities caters to the health needs 
of Bulgarian citizens. Patients do not pay direct fees for 
medical care, which ap:ears to be of adequate quality. 
Bulgaria's leaders hav ·~ expressed concern about the country's 
low and dropping population growt~ rate of 0.3 percent in 1984 
and have established financial incentives for families to have 
more children. Despite extensive construction of new public 
apartment buildings in the past decade, the general housing 
shortage continues. 

Education is free through the university level with a general 
system of merit selection for university admission. However, 
certain priorities and privileges go to the children of the 
influential. Adult literacy is high. The primary school 
enrollment ratio in 1981 was 132 percent. 

Women are guaranteed equal rights with men, and all citizens 
are declared to be equal before the law, regardless of 
national origin, creed, social status, education, or sex. 
Educational and professional opportunities qo not discriminate 
against Bulgarian women. One-half of the openings for 
university students available each year a~e reserved by law 
for women, who consequently are well represented in some of 
the more prestigious professions such as medicine. However, 
women continue to be underrepresented in policymaking jobs 
within the Government, and overrepresented in manual 
occupations in areas such as farming, light industry, and 
cleaning and maintenance. 
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E. 0. 12356: DECL: 'OADR 
TAGS:' PARL PREL BU UR US 
SUBJECT: BRIEFING BULGARIAN ON ARMS CONTROL: FISCHER 
ANO ~UNKERLEY 1/l SIT 

2. SUMMARY: FI SCHER (ACDAl ANO OUNKERL EV IEUR/RPHl 
PARTiCIPATED IN A THR{E HOUR "EXPERTS' MEETING" WITH 
FORflGN MINISTRY ARMS CONTROL OFFICIALS JA~UA~Y•21,. 
BRIEFING THEIR COUNTERPARTS ON THE GENEVA SHULTZ-

1 
GROMYKO MEETING AND PROPSPECTS FOR FUTURE NEGOTIATIONS, 

.BULG4RIAN SIDE'S RESPONSE \/AS MORE IN DEPTH THAN VE 
HAVE\SEEN BEFORE, Al THOUGH }T• HE\IED CLOSELY TO STANDARD 
SOVIET LINE ON OUTCOME OF THE MEETING, STRESSING THE 
Goe·i "GUARDED OPTIMISM AND RESTRAINED REALISM" ON 
FUTU6E PROSPECTS. GOB COMMENTS CNNTERED ON ALLEGED 
LACKfOF UNITY AMONG US NEGOTIATORS, EXPRESSED HOPE THAT 
A SCHULTZ VISIT TO MOSCOW THIS SUMMER WOULD EAL 111TH 
OTHER ASPECTS OF U.S. SOVIET RELATIONSHIP, STATED THAT 
CONTfNUED INF DEPLOYMENTS 1/0ULD JEOPARDIZE NEGOTIATIONS, 
DECR\ED VERIFICATION AS"A PRE-CONDITION FOR NEGOTIAT.IONS, 
SUGGESTED THAT AN "APPROXIMATE MILITARY BALANCE" NOii 

,EXISts, AND STATED THAT THE SOVIETS DO NOT LIKE THE 
CHOlyE OF GENEVA S THE VENUE FOR ~EGOTIATIONS, 
PREF(RRING VIENNA. NOT 'BROUGHT UP WERE GOB FEELINGS 

ABOUT THE SDJ, TERMED "STAR \IARS" lN LOCAL PRESS. END 
SUMMARY • 

3. LUCAS FI SCHER, CH I EF OF. THEATRE OPERATIONS IACDAl, 
AND CRAIG DUNKERLh, HEAD, 

0

ARMS CONTROL AND 
STRA1EGIC AFFAIRS SEC1ION IEUR/PRMl MET \IITH BULGARIAN 
FOREIGN MINISTRY ARMS CONTROL SPECIALISTS JANUARY 21 
TO PRESENT A BRIEFING OF THE US PERSPECTIVE OF THE 
GENEVA SHULTZ-GROMYKO MEETING. THE BULGARIAN SIDE I/AS 
REPRESENTED 1lY AMBASSADOR LYUBEN,.PETROV, HEAD OF MFA 
GENERAL POLITICAL AFFAIRS DEPARTMENTS AND HEAD OF THE 
BULGARIAN DEPEGA110N AT THE STOCKHOLM CDE TALKS, 
AMBASSADOR, BOR·t SLAV KONSTANT I NOV, DEPUT,V ,CHIU OF THE 
MFA UN AND DISARMAMENT DEPARTMENT) SVETLA POPOVA, D£PUTY 
CHIEF OF THE FOUR.TH DEPARTMENT I\IESTERN COUIITRIESl., AND 
Tl/0 LO\IER RANKING OFFICIALS. DEPUTY FOREIGN,MINISTER 
LYUBERN GOTSEV JOlNEo'TIIE GROUP FOR THE LAST HALF HOUR 
OF THE MEETING. Tilt BULGARIAN SIDE HOSTED A LUNCH 

,AFTERWARDS, DURING WHICH Dl Seuss I ON C0°NT I NUED. AMBASSADOR 
LEVITSKY AND POLEC CHIEF ALSO ATTENDED. BCP DAILY 
RABOTNICHESKO DELO CARRIED A BRIEF MENTION OF THE 
MEETING JANUARY 22. 

4. FOLLOWING THE US SIDE'S EXPOSITION ON THE GENEVA 
MEETING AND ITS OUTCOME, AMBASSADOR PETROV RESPONDED 
STATING THAT THE USSR HAD ALREADY BRIEFED THE GOB AND 
TOUCHED ON THE FOLLOI/ING POINTS: 

--HE STRESSED THAT THE US P~ESENTATION "CONFIRMED" 
HIS IMPRESSION THAT THE FORTHCOMING NEGOTIATIONS.ARE 
"NE\I" NEGOTIATIONS, DIFFERING FROM THE INF TALKS, \IHICH 
I/ERE "BROKEN OFF BECAUSE OF NATO DEPLOYMENTS"; 
--THE BULGARIANS VIEi/ THE PROSPECTS FOR NEIi NEGOTIATIONS 

111TH GIJARDED !OR RESTRAINED) Ol'TIMISM BECAUSE THE ACTIONS 
OR POSITION TAKEN ~y ONE SIDE- !READ US) COULD CAUSE THE 
TALKS TO 1lE BROKEN OFF. HE SAID THAT GROMYKO HAD SAID 
THE SAME THING DURING HIS "MEET THE SOVIET PRESS" 
I NTERVI Ell; 
BT 
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- THE GOB WONDERS ABOUT THE UNITY OF THEUS SIDE, 
CITING REPORTS OF DIFFERENCES BETWEEN DOD AND THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT; 
- CA~LED FOR THE IMP'ORVEMENT OF US-SOVIET RELATIONS 

•AS A !PRECONDITION FOR THE INPROVEMENT OF THE OVERALL 
JNTERNATIONAL ENVIROMENT, AND SAID THAT THE GOB HOPES 
A SH~LTZ VISIT TO HOSCOW THIS YEAR WILL DEAL WITH 
OTHER-ASPECTS OF THE BILATERAL RELATIONSHIP; 
- NO~HING CAN BE E~PECTED FRO~ THE NEW NEGOTrATIONS 
IF US INF FORCES CONTINUE TO BE DEPLOYED IN EUROPE; 
- DECRIED ··us INSISTENCE ON VERIFICATION AS A 
"PRE,CONDITION°TO~EGINNING NEGOTIATIONS. BULGARIAN SIDE 
FEEL~ THAT WILLINGNESS TO TAKE POLITICAL RISKS AND 
TRUS~ THE OTHER SIDE MEANS THAT VERIFICATION SHOULD NOT 
BE AN "OBSTACLE" ~O NEGOTIATIONS. 

I 

S. D~PUTY FOREIGN MINISTER LYUBEN GOTSEV, WHO HAS 
RESPONSIBILITIES'FOR ARMS CONTROL, PICKED UP ON THE 
THEHE OF UNITY OF •THE US ARHS 

NEGOtIATING POSiTION, SARCASTICALLY NOTING THAT.FOR THE 
FIRS TIHE HE BELIEVES HE WILL SEE-~ "CLEAR, CONSISTENT 
AND qoHERENT US TEAM". AFTER LISTENING TO FISCHER AND 
DUNKERLEY'$ REBUTTAL OF PETROV'$ REMARKS, GOTSEV 
RETUiNED TO A THEHE HE HAS USED BEFORE, THAT THE US 
1/EHT;To THE GENEY~ MEETING AND AGREED TO FUTURE 
NEGO~IATIONS BECAUSE THE USG ACKNOIILEDGES THAT TERE l,S 
AN "APPROXIMATE" HILITARY BALANCE BETWEEN EAST AND WEST, 
fN S~GGESTED THATTHE US CONSJDER A NUCLEAR TEST BAH 
TREAtY AS A FIRST STEP TOWARDS REACHING OTHER 
AGREEMENTS. US SIDE EXPlAINED US PROBLEMS 
\/ITH fvERIFICATION OF A TEST BAN AND HISTORY OF PREVIOUS 
MORAtORIUM. GOTSEV,CONCLUDED THAT HE BELIEVES THAT 
THE 10VIETS ARE WQ)KING TOWARDS A MARCH DATE FOR THE 

NEW TALKS, BU\ THAT JHEY HAVE A PROBLEM WITH GENEVA 
AS THE VENUE FOR THE NEGOTIATIONS, PREFERRING VEINNA 
INSTEAD. (COMMENT: FROM LATER·CONVERSATIONS WITH 
OTHERS PRESENT, THEY INDICATED THAT SOVIETS PREFER 
VIENNA AS A WAY OF STRESS I NG "NEWNESS" ·oF THE 
NEGOTIATIONS). 

6. 'coMMENTING ON THE •JANUARY 18 ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE 
US NEGOTIATING TEAM, GOTSEV INDICATED THAT HE PERSONALLY 
HAS PROBLEMS WITH THECAOICE or MAX KAMPELMAN AS CHIEF 
US NEGOTIATOR BECAUSE'OF GOTSEV'S EXPERIENCE WITH HIN 
AT THE CSCE MADRID _CONFERENCE. (AMBASSADOR TOLD GOTSEV 

11ULGAR~ANS OUGHT TO BE PLEASED TO HAVE A HAN OF KAMPELMAN'S 
EXPERIENCE AND INFLUENCE AT THE HEAD,OF ~UR DLEEGATION 
AND GOTSEV BACKED D~F SONE\iHAT, SAVING HE WAS ONLY 
JOKING.) 

7. DURING LUNCH, THE SUBJECT OF THE US SDI INITIATIVE 
WAS RAISED, AS WAS THE ISSUE OF INCLUSION (OR NON­
INCLUSION) OF FRENCH AND BRITISH NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS IN INF NEGOTIATIONS. ON THE SDI INITIATIVE, 
AMBASSADOR PETROV QUESTIONED THE WILLINGNESS OF ONE 
SIDE TO REACH AN AGREEMENt ON THE REDUCTION OF NUCLEAR 
ARMS IF IT POSSESSED A CONVENTIAL.OEFENSE AGAINST THE 
OTHER SIDE'S OFFENSIVE NUCLEAR WEAPONS. FISCHER 
AND DUNKERLEY PRESENTED US THINKING ON THE PROBLEM AND 
EXPLAINED OUR WILLINGNESS TO DISCUSS IT WITH THE 
SOVIETS PRIOR TO THE SDI BECOMING A TECHNICAL REALITY. 
PETROV THEN TURNED tO THE ISSUE OF COUNTING rnbcH AND 
BRITISH NUCLEAR FORCES IN THE NATO ARMS TOTAL. US 
SIDE REVEIWED fllSTORY OF SOVIET ATTEMPTS TO LINK 
FRENCH AND BRITISH \iEAPONS TO US TOTALS DURITN BOTH 
STRATEGIC AND INF TALKS, l1AKING THE POIN,T THAT THE 

WEAPONS ARE NOT UNDER US CONTROL. 

8. WHEN ASKED ABOUT.WARSAW PACT CONSULTATION 
HE CHAN ISMS, AMBASSADOR PETROV FIRST STP:iED, THAT THE SOV IHS 
USE THEIR AMBASSADORS TO PROVIDE BRIEFINGS AND CONDUCT 
CONSULTATIONS. HE LATER SAID THAT, WITHIN.THE FRAMEWORK 
OF THE WTO, A CONSULTATIVE GROUP HAD BEEN SET UP 
LAST YEAR ON ARMS CONTROL. PETROV EMVINCED CONSIDERABLE 
INTEREST IN WHETHER OR NOT NATO MEMBERS HAD TO AGREE 
BT 
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IN AD,VANCE ON US ARMS CONTROL POSITIONS IIITHIN THE 
CONTEXT OF fHE COUNCIL. ~ 

9. C6MMENT: ACCORD1NG TO FISCHER, THE BULGARIAN RESPONSE 
TO H~S AND DUNKERLEY'S P~ESENTATION IIAS QJ:EPTER AND MORE 
TECHNICAL THAN IN OTHER STOPS IN EASTERN EUROPE. FROM 
OUR P£RSPECTIVE THE BULGARIANS DISPLAYED ·KEEN INTEijEST 
IN THE PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION AND APPARENTLY 
RAISED THE LEVEL OF OFFICIAL REPRESENTATION AT THE 
flEET(NG AT THE LAST MINUTE. ON THE I/HOLE, THE BULGARIANS 
sruci< TO 'tHE SOVIET LI NE, RI TUALI ST I CALL y COUNTER I NG 
us v~s I ON OF THE HI STORY OF ARMS CONTROL EFFORTS WI TH 
THE SOVIET VERSION. HOWEVER, \.IE WERE IMPRESSED BY THE 
RECEP'.T ION AFFORDED FI SCHER AND DUNKERLEY. THE GOB 
OFFICIALS TREATED 7HE SUBJECT WITHOUT POLEMICS AND 
lVOl~!D THE EMOTJONAL HISTRIONICS APPEARING DAILY IN THE 
PRES~ ON THE THREAT TO THE MILITARIZATION OF SPACE 
THAT \HE SD I REPRESENTS. 

18. E~BASSY FOUND THE VISIT VALUABLE FOR PROVIDING 
THE BULGARIANS \.I I TH ANOTHER PERSPECTIVE ON THE ARMS 

.. CONT~OL ISSUES LACKING IN LOCAL PRESS COVERAGE, AND 
PROBABLY LACKING IN THE WAY OF PERSONAL CONTACT WITH 
SOVE1:T ARMS CONTROL SPECIALISTS. PETROV MADE IT CLEAR 
THAT /HE SOVIETS HAD NOT SENT ANYONE OUT FROM MOSCOW 
TO B~IEF THE EAST EUROPE~NS ON THE OUTCOME OF THE GEN~A 
MEETING, RELYING SOLELY •ON "DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS." 

l 
j 

! 
11. -G.OTSEV PROVIDED THE MOST CURIOUS LINE OF THE DAY, 
I/HEN ?-SKED I/HAT ADVICE HE WOULD GIVE THESOVIETS ON 
THEUP_COMING NEGOTIATIONS, HE SAID FIRST, BE CAREFUL 
OF rt(! AMERICANS AND SECOND, "DO NOT BETRAY us." WHILE 

·I 

THE LAT'ft~ REMARK MAY HAVE BEEN MADE LIGHTLY OF THE CUFF, 
THIS, TAKEN TOGETHER 111TH HIS COMAENT ABOUT "APPROXIMATE" 
MILITARY BALANCE, IS ANOTHER iNDICATION OF BULGARIAN 
CONCERN TAAT A FAILURE OF THE TALKS COULD RESULT IN 
INCREASED, SOVIET PRESSURE ON BijLGARIAN TO ACCEPT 
COUNTER. DEPLOYMENTS. 

12. FISCHER"AND DUNKERLEY DID NOT SEE THIS CABLE PRIOR 
TO DEPARTING. : LEVITSKY 
BT 
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COUNTRY: (U) BUtGARIA IBUI 
,SUBJ~ (U) •••••• MORE ON DOMESTIC UHREST (U) 
1/ARN\NG: (UJ THIS lS AH IHFORIIATIOH REPORT HOT' F IIIALL Y 
EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE. 
DO I: 

1 
(UI 858118 (ROI 

REOS:: (U) T-lEl-23831-llDOl-8589 

SOURC
0

E: (UJ I 
B. M I 
C. MEMBERS US EMBASSY SOFIA . 
------------------------------------------------------------
SUMMARY: (S/NF) A Ktl0\11.EDGEABLE SOURCE PROVIDES DETAILED 
INFORMATION ON RECENT CIVIL UNREST AMONG THE

0

TURKISH 
POPULATION Ill BULGARIA TO INCLUDE SPECIFIC DATES, PLACES 
AND CASUALTIES SUFFERED. ALTHOUGH SOURCE I/AS.. NOT AN 

I 
EYEIIITHESS TO THESE EVENTS, CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVJ DEllCE SUPPORTS 
MANY bF HIS COMMEIITS. A TENTATIVE LINK BETIIEEN TµE CURRENT 
UNREST AllD THE BOMBltlGS Ill BULGARIA REPORTED EARLIER IS 
SUGGE$TED. . 

TEXT: 1, (S/HFl SOURCE B REPORTS THAT THE CURREHT ROUIID 
OF Dl(FICULTIES BET\/EEN THE BULGARIAH 'GOVERNMENT (GOB) 
AND TAE TURKISH POPULATION OF THE COUNTRY BEGAN AS FAR 
BACK ,s THE SPRING OF 1983. AT THAT TIME GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS IN THE KURDZHALI REGIOH BEGAN TO REHEI/ THEIR 
EFFORts TO GET THE TURKISH POPULATIOfl ·To SLAVtCIZE'THEIR ·­
HAMES. ~OURCE POINTED OUT THAT THE IMPACT OF SUCH A 
CAMPAIGN ON THE TURKISH COMtlUHITY COULD OIILY BE JUOGE'O 
1/ITH AN UHDERSTANDIHG or THE GEHERAL SECOHD CLASS STATUS 
OF TURK~ HERE. HE SPECtFICALLY MEIHIOtmi'LIMITED"OPPOR-
TUNITY JN EDUCATION, IN PROFESSIOHS, AHO IN PARTY MEMBER-
SHIP. 'TURKISH 1/EDDING CEREMOHIES HAO BEEN LIMllED, MOSQUES 
\/ERE ALLOIIED TO FALL 11IT0 A STATE OF DISREPAIR, AUD THE 
CIRCUMCISION OF MALE INFAIHS IAH IMPORTANT CEREMONY TO 
TURKS)! HAD BEEll LI Ml TED AIID SUBJECTED TO A SER I ES OF 
CRITl21SMS IIIHTHE PRESS. THE SAIIE PRESS OFFERED HIGH PRAISE 
FOR TURKS I/HO HAD CHAIIGED THE IR HAMES, HOIIEVER, \/ERE SUBJECTED 
TO HARASSMENT IN ALL OFrl CI AL COHTACTS Ill TH GOVERHMEIH 
AGEHClfS, THERE \/AS APPAREHTLY SOIIE VIOLEIICE DURING THIS 
PERIOD AS SOME TURKS IIERE KILLED BY GOVERHMEUT SECURI-TY 
FORCES'. THE FAMILIES OF THE. DEAD I/ERE DEHi ED THE RIGHT TO 

2. !S flF! 11:ill\lDATIOII OF THE TURKISH i'O?ULATIOII HERE 
APPARtllTL Y COIHIIIUEO THROUGH 195~. lOCAl BULGARIAH 
GOVERl:MEIIT OFFICIALS QUOTED AU ALLEGED AGREEMEUT BETI/EEII 
PRESIDEUT HREN OF TUl!ltEY AHO ZHIVKOV OF B1/LGARIA 
/ARRIVED AT, ACCOP.OIIIG TO TttESE OFFICIALS, OURIHG THE 

FOF.MER'S VISiT TO BULGARIA) GIVIIIG WKARA"S TACIT 
APPROVAL, TO lHE ACTIOHS OF T!!E GOB. LOCAL MILITIAMEII 
CLAIMED THAT THEY HAD OISCRETIOilARY AUTHORITY TO KILL LIP 
TO 10 PERCEIIT OF THE TURKISH POPULATIOff IN ORDER TO EFFECT 
THE DESIRED IIAIIE CHAIIGES. THERE \/ERE REPORTS OF \IOMEH 
AIID CHILDREfl, ESPECIALLY FAMILY MEMBERS OF LEADlRS OF 
THE TURKISH COMMUIIITY, BEIIIG JAILED AUD BEATEfl If-I AH 
EFFORT TO GET FAttlLIES TO CHAIIGE THE IR HAMES. \/HEIi THE 
HAME CHAHGE I/AS ACCOHPL I SHED, IT \/AS DONE OH A FORM Ill TH 
1/HICH THE TURKISH FAMILY ((REQUESTED)) A SLAVIC HAttE AHO 
Ill MAIIY CASES TH IS FORM \/AS BACKDATED TO AS L OIIG AGO AS 
1974. PRESSURE APPARENTLY BECAME SO BAD THAT 1H AUGUST 
OF 1984 A YOUNG BULGAR I AH TURK VIS ITEO THE TURK I SH EM8ASSY 
1H SOFIA TO TEARFULLY DESCRIBE THE PLIGHT or HIS C011MUIIITY. 
IT I/AS OIILY 111TH A GOOD DEAL OF PERSUASIOH THAT THC YOUIIG 
MAH, 1101/ BADLY FRIGHTEIIED OF GOVERHMEIIT RETRIBUT 1011, \/AS 
COHVIUCED TO LEAVE. THE EMBASSY. 

3. (S/IIFl THE GOB'S CAMPAfjjfl COHTIUUED AIID OUCE AGAIN 
RESULTED I'll VIOLEUCE. Ill EARLY DECEMBER 1984 Ill A VILLAGE 

.. 11[1\R 'KUROHAL I, .• T\/0 Ml LIT I AMEii AIID THREE 11El1BERS 
OF A TURKISH FAMILY \/ERE KILLED Ill A GUH BATTLE. A BUL­
GARIAH SUBSOURCE OF SOURCE B ALSO REPORTS THAT ON 13 
DECEMBER, 28 TURKISH BULGARIAHS I/ERE KILLED Ill THE VILLATE 
OF TIKHOttlR (LF 741l7SOI, SOl1E 35 KMS SOUTH OF KURDZHALI. 
LOCAL EMPLOYEES OF THE TURKSH COIISULATE Ill PLOVOIV 
REPORTED THAT 19 OECEMBER I/AS THE DAY OFFICIALLY SET 
ASIDE FOR NAl1E CHAIIGES EU l1ASSE fH THE VILLAGES OF DOltll 
voorn AIID GORNI VODEII (LG210530) SOUTH OF Pl VODI V. SOME 
EMPLOYEES I/HO LIVED THERE TOOK OFF \/ORK TO BE PRESEHT 
11H ILE OTHERS REFUSED TO ATTEIID. OHE OF THOSE I/HO DID NOT 
ATTEHD TELEPHOHE THE COUSULATE AT 0300 THE HEXT MORIIIIIG 
TO REPORT THAT THE VILLAGES I/ERE HOU SURROUIIDED AIID THAT 
GOVERllttEHT OFFICIALS I/ERE USIIIG PRESSUE, BEATIHG AND 
DOGS IN ·All EFFORT TO GET THE IIIHAB I TANTS TO REQUEST NAttE 
CHANGES. 
BT 
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4. (S/Nf) HATTERS APPARENTLY ~.AME TO A HEAD IN KURDZHALI ON 
27-oEq \/HEN A LARGE IIUMBER OF TURKS GATHERED IN THE TO\IN 
SQUAR(. IT IS NOT CLEAR. IF THIS GATHTERING \/AS A PLANIIED 
DEMONSTRATI 011 OR SI HPL Y A SPONTAIIEOUS OUTBURST BY .TURKS. 
I/HO HAPPENED TO BE THE.RE. IN AIIY EVENT, THE GOB SAIi IT. • 
AS SUFFICIENTLY DANGEROUS TO CALL ru THE ARHEO FORCES AND 
OVER 3800 SOLIDERS SUP~ORTED BY ARHDRED PERSONNEL CARRIERS 
I/ERE SENT INTO THE CITY. THREE TURKS I/ERE REPORTEDLY 
KI LL ED AIID SOME 30 MORE \IOUNDED. IN ONE INC I DENT, 
A TURKISH MOTHER PLACED HER INFANT CHILD IN THE PATH OF 
AN AP~ AIID DIRECTED THE VEHICLE TO MOVE FORI/ARD, APPAREHTL Y 
IN A GESTURE OF .DESPAIR. THE OFFICER IN CHARGE or THE 
COUHN ORDERED HIS HEN FORIIARD BUT THE DRIVER or THE 
LEAD APC REFUSED UNTIL THE CHILD HAD BEEII CLEARED FROM HIS 
PATH. A DAY LATER A TURKISH BULGARRIANJ \/HO KIIEII OF THE 
TROUBLES IN KURDZHALI, APPROACHED A HEMBER OF THE TURKISH 
EMBASSY HERE IN SOFIA FOR ASSISTAIICE IN ACQUIRING EXPLOSIVES. 
THE HAN CLAIMED TO KIIOII HOii TO USE THEM AND I/ERE TO PUT 
THEM IF THEY COULD ONLY BE PROVIDED. 

S. (S/NFl IN LATE DECEMBER-EARLY JANUARY THE GOB'S CAMPAIGN 
TO SLAVICIZE TURKISH NAMES MOVED TO THE AREA I/EST OF BOURGAS 
AMID lfi:PORTS THAT SOHE 30 TURKS HAD BEEN KILLED AND 
HANY HORE 1/0UNDED (FOUR SERIOUSLY) IN THE VILLAGE OF 
HDHCHILGRAD (LF670998) NEAR THE TURKISH BORDER. TELEPH.01.IE 
CALLS BEGAII TO FLOOD INTO THE-TURKISH COIISULATE Ill BURGAS 
REQUEST lllG ADV I CE OIi I/HAT TO 00 AND ON 3 JAN A GR our 
OF SOME !DO TO 1S0 TURKS I/AS PREVENTED FROH VISITING 
THE BURGAS CONSULATE BY'BULGARIAN tllLITAHEN. ON S JAN 
THE BURGAS CONSULATE RECEIVED A TELPHONE CALL REPORTING 
THAT FOUR VILLAGES IIICLUD I NG CHERNOGRAD IHHOS0280) AND 
RAKLI HOVA IIIH40334DI HAD BEEi! SURROUIIDED BY UP TO 8000 
SOLIDERS AHO THAT ALL ROADS INTO THE AREA HD BEEH BLOCKED. 
AT LEAST SOD PEOPLE HAD BEEN ARRESTED. 

6. (/NF) NEI/S OF THE .VEIITS Ill KURDZHALI APPAREIITL Y IS 
KIIOI/N 70 SOME HERE IHSOFIA. ACCORDING TO SORCE B, A 
BULGARhH COMMUHIST OF TURKISH DESCEIIT NOii REGRETS HIS 
DECIS1p11 TO Jorn THE PARTY. HE HAD BEEH EMPLOYED IN 
THE BROADCAST /NE\ISPAPER IUD US TRY BUT US -11011 I/ORK ING AS 

A LIERARIAN. IT IS NOT CLEAR IF HIS CHAIIGE OF HEART ll 
PERClflTAIED Hl:S .R,E-.ASSIGNMEIIT OR VICE-VERSA, .• 
COHNENTS: I. (S/IIFl SOME OF THE EVENTS DETAILED HERE I/ERE 1 

FI RSI OUTL IH[D I H OUR 11 R 6 82/UIIAVSS ADEHB SOFIA l 
CABLE 0122: 1 m, 101:..:1cco.c.c5Zc...::.JA:..::t'-r .::s_s::.:. _____________ +r,_ 

' .. 
2. ~ IS/tlrl MUCH OF THE DIITA ABOVE CAHIIOT BE INDEPEHDEHTL Y 
CONF,IRMED6UT THERE IS coristOERABLE CIRCUMSTAIITIAL EVIOEtlCE 
11-IDICATIHG THAT, Al LEAST Ill BORAD OUTLINE, IT HAY BE 
CORRECT. FIRST OF ALL, SOURCE 6 HAS REPORTED RELIABLY AND 
CAREFULLY IJ,I THE PAST AUD Ill THIS INSTAIICE I/AS REPORTIHG 
FROM. A COtlPL TE COMP IL AT ION OF RECEHT EVEIITS THAT HE 
HAD PREPA~ED FOR HIS GOVERNMENT. SECOllDLY, OBSERVATIOIIS 
HADE BY SOURCE 11 (CITE I IR 6 Sil ODS 85) IAMEB SOFIA 
CABLE 0132, DTG I Ol!OSZ JAN 85). CONFIRM THAT KURDZHAL I IIIDEED 
HAS A VE 
Y HEIGHZEHED SECURITY PRESEIICE. RO AIID INTEL 
ASSIST ATTEHPTED TO APPROACH THE KURDHZLI AREA (1/HICH 
IS HOT 111 THE RESTRICTED AREAi 011 17 JAN 85. OUR VEHICLE 
I/AS STOPPED FOR A OOCUtlEIH CHECK BY HI L ITAHEN ON THE 
ROAD (LG420380l SOUTH OF ASEIIOVGRAD AHO IIAS FAIIIALL Y 
TURHEO BACK AT A MIL ITA ROADBLOCK NORTHOF THE VILLAGE .OF 
KUtlOHIGA ILGS2029.0l. THE ROADBLOCK COIISISTED OF MILITIA· 
HEH ARMED 111TH AUTOMATIC 1/EAPOIIS, A CABLE ACROSS THE 
ROADIIAY, AIID CHRDS 111TH SPIKES Ill THEM SO ARRANGED THAT 
OIIE HAD TO S£RPEIITIIIE Ill ORDER TO MOVE AHEAD. IT I/AS 
QUITE IMPRESSIVE TO MERELY TELL US THAT THE ROAD AHEAD 
I/AS S11011 COVERED AUD THAT \IE COULD IIOT PASS. IT SHOULD 
BE PDlllTED OUT THAT IIUMOlllGA \/AS THE FIRST TURKISH VILLAGE 
1/E 1/0ULO ~AVE PASSED ALONG THAI RO~O AHO THAT,AS \IE 1,/ERE 
PROCEDDIHG BACK TO THE IIORTH, \IE PASSED THE SOURTHBOUIID 
PLOVDI V-KURXHSAL I BUS. ONE FINAL DETAIL TEIIDIIIG TO SUB­
STAIIT I ATE THIS REP~RT IS THE IUCREASED SECURITY AT 
DIPLOHATIC, ESPE.CIALLY TURKISH, FACILITIES Ill BULGARIA. 
THE CONDIT I OIIS Ill SOFIA \/ERE DESCRIBED IN OUR I IR 6 811 
001 85, SOURCE B REPORTS THAT SECURITY AT TURKEY' S 
PLOVIDV COIISULATE HAS BEEU DOUBLED AUD 11011 INCLUDES A 
GUARD DOG; THE BURGAS CONSULATE, NORMALLY GUARDED BY T\10 
HIL ITIAMEII, HOii HAS A REGULA COIITINGENT OF TEH. 

3. (S/IIFl IT IS IHlERESTING TO SPECULATE OIi THE RELATION· 
SH IP BET\IEEN THE EVEIITS OUTL lllED ABOVE AND THE BOMB I NG 
REPORTED IN LATE AUSUT 1984 
0069, 84 AH 0074, 841. THE TIMING SEEHS TO BE CORRECT AND 
THERE APPEARS TO BE 110 LACK OF MOTIVATIOH. IN FACT, 
SOURCE B VOLUIITEERED THAT BULGARIAN TURK DISCONTENT IS ONE 
POSSIBLE EXPLAIIATIOII FOR THE ATTACKS. RO FEELS THAT EVEN 
THOUGH A FIRM LIUII HAS HOT BEEN ESTABLISHED, TURKISH 
DISCOtmrn IS IIIDEED THE HOST PLAUSIBLE EXPLAIIATIOH 
OFFERED TO DATE. 
PROJ: IUI tlA 
COLL: (Ul llOIIE 
ltlSTR: IUI UOIIC US: 

PPRE: (U) 

APPR: IU) 
EVAL: (U) 
ENCL: (UJ IIOIIE 

0 I SSEM: IUI IIA 
DECL: OADR 
BT 
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EMO RAND UM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
' 

April 5, 1985 

~CTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. KIMMITT 

FROM: ~RY ,M. WENGRZYNEKV)I~ 
I ' 

~OBJECT: Photo Opportunity for, US Ambassador to Bulgaria 

' ~ttached at Tab I f~r your sign~ture is a Schedule Proposal 
p:-ecommending that Ambassador M~lvyn Levitsky be Scheduled for a 
photo 9PP?~tunity with the Pres~dent. 
I 

~bassador·Levitsky was appointed, confirmed pnd de~arted for 
Bulgaria in the fall of 1984. :At that :time the President's 
j$Chedu1e did not permit a · photo_ ?pportuni,ty. · 

kau11\obriansky concurs. \ 
\ 

i,RECOMMENDATION 

~hat you sign the Schedu1~ Proposal at ~ab I. 
t 

I 

!Attachment 

Tab I 

"Approv~ ___ __ Disapprove ___ _ 

Schedule Proposal 



.. 
' MEMORANDUM 

i 
,SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

iFROM: 

REQUES'f: 

}BACKGROUND: 

lPREVIOUS 
1
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE & 1I'IME: 

}LOCATION: 
l 
I PARTICIPANTS: 

THI; •~lfl'fE HOUSE 
2678 

WASHINGTON 

; 
FREDERICK J1., RYAN{ Director 
Presidentipl Appointme,nts and Scheduling 

ROBERT M. ~IMMITT 
i 

Photo Oppo~tunLty 

Ambq~sador' Levitsky was appointed, c9nfirmed, 
and departed for Bulga.ria in the fall of_ 
1984. At that time ,the President' f} scheduJ:e 
did not J>~fmit a photo opportunity. 

None 

May 28-Jun~ ~ -- Aq~inistrative Time 
,DURATION: ff ve rn11,1utes 

Oval Office\ 
\ 

Ambassador Melvyn L~vitsky 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: Photo Opportunity 

1 REMARK$ _REQUIRED: 3x5 card 

l MEDIA COVERAGE: Whfte House Photog_t apher 
,, ,, 

PROPOS.ED "PHOTO": Photo witq Ambassador Levij:sky 
I ~ 

RECOMMENDED BY: 
l 

'OPPOSED BY: 

1 
l 
1 
I 

f 
I 

Robert ,C. iMcFarlane 

None \.. 



1El\.lQRANDUM 

ACTION 
. 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

LROUGH: 

FfOM: 
I 

s:uBJECT: 

3459 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ROBERT C. McF~RLANE~ 
'~ 

W~LLIAM F. MARTI~{~ 
:,:,~ 

PAULA DOBRIANSK:Y •ct 

May 1, 1985 

Photo Session with U.S. Ambassado~ ,to aulgaria, 
Melvyn, Levitsky • 
(Th9rsqay, May 3P -- 4:30 p.m. -- Oval Office) 

t . . f ~tt~cheQ a~ Tab I for your signature is a memorandum or the 
President fQrwardinif a 3x5" card with.pe~tinent i~formation for 
ijis photo session l-?ith Ambass·adoi; Melvyn ·Levitsky, out Ambassador 
to Bulgaria. 

! 

I Copy of a clearance list is attached at ~ab A. 
l 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memoran~um fcp;-, the· Pre's1dent at Tab I. 
-.t.;. 

' Approve _____ _ Disapprove -------

~ttachl!lents: 
'1 

Tab I 

Tab A 

Memorandum for the Preside~t with 3x5" card 

Clearance List 



PURPOSE 

• 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
' l 

PHOTO SESSION WITH AMBASSADOR·LEVITSKY 

DATE: 
LOC~TION: 
TIME: 

FROM: 

! 
Thursday, May 30, J985 
Oval dffice 
4:30 p.m. 

) 

,. 
ROBERT. c~ McFARLANE 

Photo sessiort with U.S. An\hassador to Bulgaria, 
Melvyn Levitsky. 

3459 

s 

:{I. BA(;KGROUND 

Your schedule did not permit a.photo opportuni~y with 
Ambassador Levitsky ~efor~ he departed for Sofia in the fall 
of 1984. 

A three-by-five inch card with pertineijt informat~on is 
attached. 

III. PARTICIPANTS 

Ambassador Melvyn L~vi~sky and his son, Ross. 

IV. PRESS PLAN 
: t White House ppo~ographer 

~- ,SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

Photo session: brief conversation. 

Attachment: 
·• 3x5" card 

Prepared ·by: 
Paula Dobriansky 

PHOTO .SESSION 
AMB~ ·MELVYN LEVITSKY (BULGARIA) ,., 
PARTICrPANTS: FAMILY - SON, ·Ross. (17) 

,WH - ROBERT C. McFAR.r;'A 
NSC WILLIAM F. MARTIN 

PAULA DOBRIANSKY 

-- APPOINTED AMBASSADOR SEPTEMB~R 1984. 

YOUR SCHEDULE DID NOT PERMIT A PHOTO OP 
BEFORE HE DEPARTED LAST FALL. 

FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER, HAS SER~D· N 
GERMANY, BRAZIL, USS~. 

DEPUTY pIRECTGR~ VOICE OF AMERICA, 

--~-1{11983-1~8~- , -
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F1640/3 
HERSHBERG 

8 

Document Type 

pocument Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-
pages tions 

18 169 FORM 1 5/1/1985 

RE. REQUEST FOR APPOINTMENTS 

Fr edom df Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

8 1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
2 ReIe4se would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 

Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIAJ 
6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted Invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIAJ 
7 Rele~se would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIAJ 
8 Re1e4se would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 

8 9 Relecise would disclose geological or geophysical Information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIAJ 

C. Closed, in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

B6 



WAS H J N G
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T Q N 

4/22/85 

I MEMORANDUM 

• , ,? 

TO: · 'ROBF;R'J; MCFARLANE 

FREDERICK, J. RYAN, Jfl.. t'~ 
,APPROVED PRESIJ;>ENTIAL ACTIVITY 

FROM: 

' SUBJECT:· 

MEETI~G: 

DATE: 

TIME: 

' ~ DURA'fION: 

,LOCATION: 
l 

J 

Photo wftlk Ampqssador' Melvyn, Levitsky,. 
U •. S. Amoassador to Bulgaria · · 

,. f" ~ " 

May :30, 19 85 

4:30 p~ - during ~dministra~iv~• ~ime 

5 minutes 
,,>-

oval Office 

! REMARKS· REQUIRED: To ·b~ .cove,red dn prief ing pa_l?er 

1 MEDlA COVERAGE: White HQus~ Photograph~r 

FIRST LADY 
· 1 PARTICl~ATION': No 

• NOTE: PRO,TECT OFFIGER, SEE 4'TTACHED C{i~CKLIST 

i cc: K. Barun• 
P. Buchanan 
D. Chew 
T. Dawson 
B. Elliott 
M. Fri~dersdorf 
C. Fulfer , 
W. Henkel 
E .. Hickey ' 
J. Hirshberg 
G. Hodges 
A. Kingori 

J. Kuhn R. Kimmitt 
C. McCain 
B. Oglesby 
E. Rollins 
j_ Rosebush 
R. Scouten· 
R. ~haddick 
B. Shaddix 
L •. Speakes 
WHCA Audio/Visual 
WHCA oi,'eration.s 
Nell Yates 

l 
f 




