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Soviets to Boost )
Gas Product_ion ,
At Urengoi Field
U.S.S.R. Disputes U.8. Claim

That Sales to Furope-
Face Political Threat

By MicHaeL J. STRAUSS

Speciol to Thi: WALl STRERT JOURNAL

LAUSANNE, Switzerland ~ The Soviet
Union plans to drill 1,500 production wells in
the giant Urengoi gas field in Siberia as part
of its stepped-up development of natura! gas
reserves, Vassili Dinkov, Soviet minister of
gas industry, said. !

Mr. Dinkov, who was in Lausamne for an
international conference, also said future po-
litical developments won't lead to any dis-
ruption in Soviet exports of gas to Western
Europe through the 3,600-mile pipeline cur-
rently under construction.

The U.S. has opposed the pipeline, coh-
tending it would make Western Europe too
dependent on Soviet energy supplies,

The minister said the Urengoi field- will
be built up to a total production level of 10.6
trillion cubic feet of gas annually, and that
about 8.8 trillion cubic feet a year will come,
from the upper pay zone. . .

Current plans call for large-scale produc-
tion of gas condensate from the lower creta-
ceous oil and gas-condensate bearing zone,
ke said. - . oo e e

The Urengpi. field encompasses 1,930:
square miles of gas-bearing rock in Siberid’s-
northern Tyumen::province. -4 e
Western - govérnment gaurces, produgtion'
from the field-dheady. e
viel expectations- - " v
First in New Pipeline N,

Gas from the Urengoi reserves is ex-.
pected to be the first to be transported by
the new pipeline to Western Eilrope, govern-"
ment sources'said."The Soviet Union already
produces more -gas than it needs.domesti-
cally, ST Cla
Mr. Dinkov said the Urengoi reserves

will be developed- with high-capacity wells
arranged in clusters. He also said 20 inte-
grated gas treatment facilities are planned,
some of which will be capable of handling
up to 700 billion cubic feet annually. o

The minister said the Soviet Union also
plans to develop eight other gas fields in the
northern Yamhurgskoe, ‘Zapolyarnoe and
Yamal Peninsula regions, and to maintain
production levels in older regions by in-
creasing the power of hooster compressor
stations to raise gas extraction rates.. - -}

Additionally, Mr. Dinkov said the govern-
ment will increase the pace of pipeline con-
struction for long-distance gas transmission,
with the pipe being predominantly 55.9-inch
in diameter designed for operation at 1,100
pounds of pressure per square inch..
Upgrading Soviet Plants "

Gas transmission projects in the Soviet
Union increasingly’ will invalye the-0Stal

. large-diameter pipé, the building” of ‘high-
pressare pipelines, the vaising of the capaci-
ty and reliability of pumping eguipment and
the use of air-cooled gas coolers to inerease
capacity, Mr. Dinkov said. He also said an
extensive underground storage network is
being developed, partly through the conver-
sion of depleted oil and gas fields into reser-
voirs.

Mr. Dinkov asserted that the agreement
to supply large quantities of natural gas to
Western Surope through the new pipeline is
strictly a “business relationship.”

He said U.8. arguments that Western Eu-
ropean nations may become vuinerable to
supply curtaiiments for political Teasons is
“harmful,” and added, “‘We always juljill
the terms of our contracts, and this is going
10 be the code of our conduct in the future as
well.”

Naturai gas production is one bright spot
in the Soviet economy. In the Arst five
months of the year, gas production climbed
8% from the year-before pace. Overall in-
dustrial production rose only 2.6%, accord-
ing to the government newspaper Economic
Gazette.

Gas output is considered crucial to the
Soviets because it is a major source of hard
eurrency to pay for such things as Western
grain.

In the past, the Soviet Union liad earned
much of its hard currency through sales of
oil. But oil production rose by less than 1%
last year and it rose just 0.4% in the first
five months of this year, the Economi¢ Ga-
zette said.
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Wji’resndent ‘Reagan, ‘it a
" gtatement marking the six-
» month anniversary of the
military crackdown in Po-
.. land; said yesterday the spir-
it of the Polish people “re-
mains unbroken” and that .
U.S. sanctions. are having a_

try’s beleaguered economy.

€ that
the broad range of economic
8 Tmposed st -

the military government last

" December will remain ih
:1 phace until martial aw 13
., ended, political prisoners are
; freed and. a dialogue 1§

Church and the Solidariy -

¢ labor movement.

* In.astatement from Camp

.+ David, Reagan said the sanc-
" tions-have had “a strong im-
pact on the Polish economy,

- & fact which is-acknowledged

< by Polish officials.

“With each passing day,

. the impact of these sanctions
grows. .. ,” he said. -
The sanctions will be .
- liffed and the United States
b will -help Poland 1if Polish
- leaders resfore "ihe Interna-
tionally recognized human

i rx@ts ot the Polish people.”

S1X months ago, “darkness

. descended on” Poland. .

“"'Reagan’ said.. “Today, th'e

~ Polish people’s spirit remains
unbroken. ; . .
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Detente: The Forbldden Word' Bonn il

BONN——Presndent Reagan - Lnd ; true. enough (even though Rengsm (.ermansﬁb(_c__eﬂmmmm Domestlc po]ltlcs here dre .in cpn- )
\clmm to the confidence of; self: indul- *, never once allowed himsclt t() uttet the.. . openly subsidize Soviet blo¢ credita— vuldion. Schmldt suﬂere(l 8eVeTa o- .
gont West Germany at “the NATO «, forhidden word “détente”), e . ew Y Hatly rejected Reagan's credit squeeze vérses in the spring state eléctions; An *
summit kere hy a tour de force of Rea- ;  But therein lies ‘the rub When it“" . on the Soviets, That wag to have heen ! “even more critical setback awaits- him *
gan charrh and public relations, but . * came down o the nitty-gritty of, the' Gagan's Stage [L7n the Wests cam-_ . in September, threatening to. shattér -
. the price he paid may prove costly to | NATO communique; Schmidt would ' baign to force Soviet concessions I r . 'his Soclallst-Free Democratic Party :
his strategy for Western action against ' hot hudge from his insistence oi in- oland, tollowmg Tast. Decembers _ coalition and possibly drive him from .4,

r

the Soviet Union. .. - - = dlldmg genuine détente” as NATOS %- ganctions. offlce—If not this year, then in.the. -
He took the advice ofHelmut | purposs. That frees Schmidt to con: . e—tpreipmat that Rengan Wil cos- 1984 eloctlons,
. Schmidt and the helenguered chancel- tmue playing the détente game with ™ front hew dlliance” probletns ofi this " That prospect ctipples Schmidt

lov's leading political aldes and subli- . " the Soviet bloc desplte a hattlé by thg * front came quickly: a public statement ‘today.'No mattet how personally com-
" mated tough talk on-the arms race to  United States to expunige “détente” - lyy Schmidt that-he was happy the  mitted he is to NATO's new nuclear :
- goft talk on what i caled horo the*in: ~ when the communique wus wmten : United States could riot force Western - . arms deployment, due in late 1983, hig »

fluonce raco.” That is the race to un>: ' twoweeksago. ', . Elrope_into edonomlc wurfnro W1th - Socialist party Is digglng In to delay a *
‘dermine ~ dangetbus . anti-American ¢ ; Seeking to mmnmwe that loss Rea- . the Sovietd,” dcployment decision untﬂ uftef thg
pence movements by surlmsning Soviet ['gan. aides lere were beagging half: ~ .« "The NATO' commmﬂque dllel” eon- .j 1984 eloction,

pedce propaganda, thetoby restoring : heartqdly over their. miserly achieve- . taln pledsart mbod iusie oh dtrength-~ Even privately, there was Tittle seits-

to the United Bldtes tho influénce it = ment in preventing a return. to an. . ening tonventlonal forces and paying ¢ it talk- about siich potentlal’ rew
~must have to reassert alliance leader- i older definition of NATO's purpdse-asy-- closer. attention . to- restrlcting- “tech- "+ *stralns in the alllange. If Reagan was-
- ship. ‘equﬂ!ly split ‘between “clefense” ‘andl.-"+ nology”-to the Warpaw, Pact, But oné - :- worriedion this score, ho. concealocl 16, i
On that. level Of Dubllc relahons © “deétente,” as Schmidt wanted: - -* other novelty —extonding NATO's In- . His purposs was to.destroy the image, .
{“you invented .PR, . rémember?” a: !’ The paucity of Reagan's success: in . terest to "other fegions” of tho. world " partly created by rhetoric from his. .
Schmidt confidant told i) the preqi , g&_ ing_concessions {rom Schrmidt and ' ¥ 4lich g8° tho Perslari Gult—was im-- ~ own administratlon, of d litter- day,
dent’s grand tout and summit (h«iplay' r othet NATO chiefs, notably Canada’s metlmtely rulecl’ out’ by Schmitlt fm' ‘Gonghls Khatt hrnndlshing nukes an(l

proved that hd ‘can- communicate in ¢ Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau, had *. ‘West Germany, = .~ ¢ " "Hurling defiance,

furope us well as Peoria. “His yocabu-, -been bluntly “previewed af” the Ver- Jmmmnmnﬂanmhm_qum In that endeavor, German polltlcal ‘5‘
Inty and éonduet were exdctly right,” * sillES.qUagmiTe. oL ol JOMT- - gains for ‘the very heirt of Reaga s - '+ leaders of all stripes gave him surpris-.. -
‘confided] a top hatd-lirtef i the oppo- : | ‘mit, Clinging to_their dubious” claim = inti-Sovlet strategy sha

_ ows { ‘Ingly good marke, That creates-a frag: . -
sition Christian Democratic Union , ¢ that the .West German government . tiiro befweon “ﬁﬁe Unitec States_an {le poﬂtlcal base for him’ bhnt he lacked
(CDU) who fotts the politiedl powet of - gives no “assistancé To~ commercial bumnann_...when he arrived, o
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