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WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name DOBRIANSKY, PAULA: FILES 

File Folder COUNTRY FILES: ALBANIA (1983-1985) 

Box Number 

Withdrawer 

RBW 12/20/2016 

FOIA 

F1640/3 

HERSHBERG 
2 

ID Doc Type Document Description No of Doc Date Restrictions 
Pages 

185812 MEMO 

185813 MEMO 

185814 MEMO 

185815 MEMO 

185817 PAPER 

185818 MEMO 

ROBERT MCFARLANE TO MILITARY 
ASSIST. TO THE SEC. OF DEFENSE RE. 
NAVIGATIONAL FREEDOM OF US 
SECURITY INTERESTS 

PHILIP DUR TO MCFARLANE RE. 
NAVIGATIONAL FREEDOM 

CARL SMITH TO DEP. ASSIST. TO THE 
PRESIDENT FOR NAT. SECURITY 
AFFAIRS RE. NAVIGATIONAL FREEDOM 

CHARLES HILL TO WILLIAM CLARK RE. 
NAVIGATION AND OVERFLIGHT 
RIGHTS 

RE. NAVIGATIONAL FREEDOM OF US 
SECURITY INTERESTS 

RICHARD BURT TO THE SECRETARY 
RE. U.S. POLICY TOW ARD ALBANIA 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified Information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIAJ 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(S) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical Information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

1 4/22/1983 Bl 

1 4/14/1983 Bl 

1 4/8/1983 B 1 

1 4/ 12/1983 Bl 

1 ND Bl 

2 ND Bl 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name DOBRIANSKY, PAULA: FILES 

File Folder COUNTRY FILES: ALBANIA (1983-1985) 

Box Number 1 

Withdrawer 

RBW 12/20/2016 

FOIA 
F1640/3 

HERSHBERG 
2 

ID Doc Type Document Description No of Doc Date Restrictions 
Pages 

185820 MEMO J.M. POINDEXTER TO COLIN POWELL 1 11/26/1983 Bl 
RE. NAVIGATIONAL FREEDOM AND 
U.S. SECURITY INTERESTS 

185821 MEMO DUR TO POINDEXTER RE. 2 11/25/1983 Bl 
NAVIGATIONAL FREEDOM AND U.S. 
SECURITY INTERESTS [W/NOTATIONS] 

- - -

185822 MEMO POWELL TO DEP. ASSIST. TO THE I 10/6/1983 Bl 
PRESIDENT FOR NATIONAL SECURITY 
AFFAIRS RE. NAVIGATIONAL FREEDOM 

- -

185823 PAPER RE. NA VIGATIONAND OVERFLIGHT I ND Bl 
RIGHTS 

185824 MEMO HILL TO MCFARLANE RE. NAVIGATION 1 11/21/1983 B 1 
AND OVERFLIGHT 

185825 MEMO W.L. SCHACHTE TO DEP. ASSIST. TO 1 11/15/1983 Bl 
THE PRESIDENT FOR NATIONAL 
SECURITY AFFAIRS RE. NAVIGATION 
AND OVERFLIGHT 

Freedom of Information Act - (5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIAJ 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIAJ 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIAJ 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIAJ 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(S) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIAJ 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(B) of the FOIAJ 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIAJ 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name DOBRIANSKY, PAULA: FILES 

File Folder COUNTRY FILES: ALBANIA (1983-1985) 

Box Number 1 

Withdrawer 

RBW 12/20/2016 

FOIA 

F1640/3 

HERSHBERG 
2 

ID Doc Type Document Description No of Doc Date Restrictions 
Pages 

185826 REPORT 

185827 CABLE 

185829 REPORT 

185831 MEMO 

185832 MEMO 

185833 MEMO 

185835 CABLE 

RE. NAVIGATION AND OVERFLIGHT 

BELGRADE 9811 

RE. ALBANIA 

BURT TO THE SECRETARY RE. TALKS 
WITH ALBANIA ON CLAIMS/GOLD 

DOBRIANSKY TO MCFARLANE RE. 
ALBANIAN LEADER'S HOXHA'S DEATH 

NICHOLAS PLATT TO MCFARLANE RE. 
HOXHA'S DEATH 

D 12/20/2016 NLR-145-1-2-10-6 

Freedom of Information Act - (5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified Information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial Information [(b)(4) of the FOIAJ 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted Invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose Information complied for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose Information concerning the regulation of financial Institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical Information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained In donor's deed of gift. 

5 ND Bl 

4 11/29/1983 B 1 

1 1/6/1985 Bl 

3 ND Bl 

1 4/26/1985 Bl 

2 4/22/1985 B 1 

2 4/29/1985 Bl B3 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name DOBRIANSKY, PAULA: FILES 

File Folder COUNTRY FILES: ALBANIA (1983-1985) 

Box Number 1 

Withdrawer 

RBW 12/20/2016 

FOIA 
F1640/3 

HERSHBERG 
2 

ID Doc Type Document Description No of Doc Date Restrictions 
Pages 

185836 MEMO 

185838 REPORT 

185840 CABLE 

185842 CABLE 

185843 MEMO 

185844 APPENDIX 

POWELL TO DEP. ASSIST. TO THE 
PRESIDENT FOR NATIONAL SECURITY 
AFFAIRS RE. NAVIGATION AND 
OVERFLIGHT RIGHTS 

RE. NAVIGATION AND OVERFLIGHT 

MOSCOW 15318 

MUNICH 04796 

DAVID BROWN TO EXEC. SEC. OF 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL RE. 
NA VIGATIONAND OVERFLIGHT 

RE. NAVIGATION AND OVERFLIGHT 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified Information [(b)(1) of the FOIAJ 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIAJ 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIAJ 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial Information [(b)(4) of the FOIAJ 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted Invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIAJ 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIAJ 
B-8 Release would disclose Information concerning the regulation of financial Institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIAJ 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIAJ 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained In donor's deed of gift. 

1 7/5/1985 Bl 

2 ND Bl 

2 10/28/1985 Bl 

2 11/25/1985 B 1 

1 4/11/1986 Bl 

5 ND Bl 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name Withdrawer 

DOBRIANSKY, PAULA: FILES RB 12/20/2016 
w 

File Folder 

COUNTRY FILES: ALBANIA (1983- 1985) 

Box Number 

1 

FOJA 

F1640/3 

HERSHBERG 

2 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-

185812 MEMO 

ROBERT MCFARLANE TO MILITARY ASSIST. TO 
THE SEC. OF DEFENSE RE. NAVIGATIONAL 
FREEDOM OF US SECURITY INTERESTS 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 

pages 

1 4/22/1983 

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIAJ 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIAJ 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIAJ 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIAJ 
8-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
8-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

tions 

Bl 
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, 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

April 19, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 

Further on the draft memo reply to DoD: 
PM did not concur on EUR's objection to 
the Albanian operation. The reasons 
against doing it are rather trivial, 
but inasmuch as Larry Eagleburger sided 
with EUR, I recommend you give him a call 
to prepare him for the formal reply. 

Ve,,rzspectfully, 

Ph~ Dur 

2-



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name Withdrawer 

DOBRIANSKY, PAULA: FILES RB 12/20/2016 
w 

File Folder 

COUNTRY FILES: ALBANIA (1983-1985) 

Box Number 

1 

FOIA 

F1640/3 
HERSHBERG 

2 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-

185813 MEMO 

PHILIP DUR TO MCFARLANE RE. 
NAVIGATIONAL FREEDOM 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 

pages 

1 4/14/1983 

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

tions 

Bl 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name Withdrawer 

DOBRIANSKY, PAULA: FILES RB 12/20/2016 
w 

File Folder 

COUNTRY FILES: ALBANIA (1983-1985) 

Box Number 

1 

FOIA 

F1640/3 

HERSHBERG 

2 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-

185814 MEMO 

CARL SMITH TO DEP. ASSIST. TO THE 
PRESIDENT FOR NAT. SECURITY AFFAIRS RE. 
NAVIGATIONAL FREEDOM 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

8-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 

pages 

1 4/8/1983 

8-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
8-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
8-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
8-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
8-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
8-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
8-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

tions 

Bl 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name Withdrawer 
DOBRIANSKY, PAULA: FILES RB 12/20/2016 

w 

File Folder 

COUNTRY FILES: ALBANIA (1983-1985) 

Box Number 

1 

FOIA 
F1640/3 

HERSHBERG 

2 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-

185815 MEMO 

CHARLES HILL TO WILLIAM CLARK RE. 
NAVIGATION AND OVERFLIGHT RIGHTS 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 

pages 

1 4/12/1983 

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIAJ 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

tions 

Bl 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name Withdrawer 
DOBRIANSKY, PAULA: FILES RB 12/20/2016 

w 

File Folder 
COUNTRY FILES : ALBANIA (1983- 1985) 

Box Number 

1 

FOIA 
F1640/3 

HERSHBERG 

2 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-

185817 PAPER 

RE. NAVIGATIONAL FREEDOM OF US SECURITY 
INTERESTS 

Freedom of Information Act - (5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 

pages 

1 

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 

ND 

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(S) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

tions 

Bl 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name Withdrawer 

DOBRIANSKY, PAULA: FILES RB 12/20/2016 
w 

File Folder 
COUNTRY FILE S: ALBANIA (1983-1985) 

Box Number 

1 

FOIA 
F 1640/3 

HERSHBERG 

2 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-

185818 MEMO 

RICHARD BURT TO THE SECRETARY RE. U.S. 
POLICY TOWARD ALBANIA 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

8-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIAJ 

pages 

2 

8-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
8-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIAJ 
8-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIAJ 
8-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIAJ 
8-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 

ND 

8-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
8-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

tions 

Bl 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name Withdrawer 

DOBRIANSKY, PAULA: FILES RB 12/20/2016 
w 

File Folder 

COUNTRY FILES: ALBANIA (1983-1985) 

Box Number 

1 

FOIA 

F1640/3 

HERSHBERG 

2 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-
pages tions 

185820 MEMO 1 11/26/1983 Bl 

J.M. POINDEXTER TO COLIN POWELL RE. 
NAVIGATIONAL FREEDOM AND U.S. SECURITY 
INTERESTS 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name Withdrawer 
DOBRIANSKY, PAULA: FILES RB 12/20/2016 

w 

File Folder 

COUNTRY FILES: ALBANIA (1983-1985) 

Box Number 

1 

FOIA 

F1640/3 

HERSHBERG 

2 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-
pages tions 

185821 MEMO 2 11/25/1983 Bl 

DUR TO POINDEXTER RE. NAVIGATIONAL 
FREEDOM AND U.S. SECURITY INTERESTS 
[W/NOTATIONS] 

Freedom of Information Act - (5 U.5.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
8-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name Withdrawer 
DOBRIANSKY, PAULA: FILES RB 12/20/2016 
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File Folder 

COUNTRY FILES: ALBANIA (1983-1985) 

Box Number 

1 

FOIA 

Fl640/3 

HERSHBERG 

2 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-

185822 MEMO 

POWELL TO DEP. ASSIST. TO THE PRESIDENT 
FOR NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS RE. 
NAVIGATIONAL FREEDOM 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

8-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 

pages 

1 10/6/1983 

8-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
8-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
8-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
8-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
8-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
8-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
8-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

tions 

Bl 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name Withdrawer 
DOBRIANSKY, PAULA: FILES RB 12/20/2016 

w 

File Folder 

COUNTRY FILES: ALBANIA (1983- 1985) 

Box Number 

1 

FOIA 
F1640/3 

HERSHBERG 

2 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-
pages 

185823 PAPER 1 

RE. NAVIGATIONAND OVERFLIGHT RIGHTS 

Freedom of Information Act - (5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

8-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
8-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
8-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
8-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
8-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
8-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 

ND 

8-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
8-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

tions 

Bl 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name Withdrawer 
DOBRIANSKY, PAULA: FILES RB 12/20/2016 

w 

File Folder 

COUNTRY FILES: ALBANIA (1983- 1985) 

Box Number 

1 

FOIA 
F1640/3 

HERSHBERG 

2 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-
pages tions 

185824 MEMO 1 11/21/1983 Bl 

HILL TO MCFARLANE RE. NAVIGATION AND 
OVERFLIGHT 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIAJ 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIAJ 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIAJ 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(S) of the FOIAJ 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name Withdrawer 
DOBRIANSKY, PAULA: FILES RB 12/20/2016 

w 

File Folder 

COUNTRY FILES: ALBANIA (1983-1985) 

Box Number 

1 

FOIA 

F1640/3 

HERSHBERG 

2 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-
pages tions 

185825 MEMO 1 11/15/1983 Bl 

W.L. SCHACHTE TO DEP. ASSIST. TO THE 
PRESIDENT FOR NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS 
RE. NAVIGATION AND OVERFLIGHT 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

8-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
8-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b){2) of the FOIA] 
8-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
8-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIAJ 
8-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(G) of the FOIA] 
8-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
8-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIAJ 
8-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name Withdrawer 

DOBRIANSKY, PAULA: FILES RB 12/20/2016 
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File Folder 

COUNTRY FILES : ALBANIA (1983-1985) 

Box Number 

1 

FOIA 
F1640/3 

HERSHBERG 

2 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-
pages 

185826 REPORT 5 

RE. NAVIGATION AND OVERFLIGHT 

Freedom of Information Act - (5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 

ND 

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

tions 

Bl 
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DOBRIANSKY, PAULA: FILES RB 12/20/2016 
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File Folder 

COUNTRY FILES: ALBANIA (1983-1985) 

Box Number 
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FOIA 

F1640/3 

HERSHBERG 

2 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-
pages tions 

185827 CABLE 

BELGRADE 9811 

4 11/29/1983 B 1 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 
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ALBANIA* 

Albania is a one-party state ruled by a harsh Marxist-Leninist 
dictatorship. The Government proclaims itself a People's 
Socialist Republic. Enver Hoxha, the party leader since World 
War II, exercises personal leadership through the 
125,000-member Albanian Workers' Party. A large, effective 
security service assists the party in maintaining repressive 
controls over the Albanian people who enjoy only very limited 
civil and political rights. 

Human rights conditions in Albania appear to be exceptionally 
bad. There is substantial evidence, corroborated by private 
international organizations, of significant human rights 
violations. The Government has repeatedly refused to 
cooperate with any of the international organizations which 
investigate human rights complaints. The situation has not 
improved in 1984. 

Living in a mountainous and remote land, Albanians have 
traditionally been isolated from their neighbors. The Hoxha 
regime has used this isolation as a tool to shield the 
populace from foreign influences. Nevertheless, the 
Government has recently shown signs of moving tentatively 
toward increasing its ties to Balkan and Western European 
states. Albania is a member of the United Nations, but has 
not signed the Final Act of the Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe. 

RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 

Section 1 Respect for the Integrity of the Person, Including 
Freedom from: 

a. Pclitical Killing 

Although A:oania is shrouded in secrecy, it appears that the 
Hoxha regime has used political killing against its 
opponents. Hoxha has periodically purged the leadership and 
executed deposed rivals in order to eliminate challenges to 
his personal rule from within the party and the Government. 
In 1981, former Prime Minister and long-time Hoxha associate 
Mehmet Shehu was reported to have committed "suicide" in 
suspicious circumstances after policy disagreements with 
Hoxha. Four of Shehu's supporters were subsequently executed 
for conspiring with him, and many other supporters, including 
family members, were jailed. 

b. Disappearance 

Persons who have escaped from Albania report that 
disappearances occur, but specific corroboration is not 
available. 

c. Torture and Cruel, Ir.human, or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment 

Torture and police brutality are reportedly used in Albania, 
particularly against persons accused of anti-state or 

* The United States has not had diplomatic relations with or 
official representation in Albania since World War II. It is 
difficult therefore to comment authoritatively on conditions 
in Albania. 



ALBANIA 

religious activity. Because of insufficient evidence, 
however, it is difficult to corroborate such reports. 

Private international humanitarian organizations have reported 
extremely harsh prison conditions in Albania, including a 
severe hard labor regime with inadequate food and clothing, 
long-term solitary confinement, cramped cells without room to 
lie down, and unheated, unfurnished cells lacking any sanitary 
facilities. The Burelli prison has been singled out for 
special mention in this regard. 

Eyewitnesses have reported the exhibition of bodies of dead 
prisoners as a means of intimidating the populace. It is 
impossible to say how widespread this practice may be. 

The Albanian Criminal Code lists 34 crimes, a number of which 
are political offenses, for which the death sentence may be 
imposed. Among them are agitation and propaganda against the 
state (Article 55}, incitement of hatred or quarrels between 
nationalities and races (Article 56}, creation of a 
counterrevolutionary organization or participation therein 
(Article 57}, activity against the revolutionary movement of 
the working class (Article 60}, and refusal to carry out a 
duty or coercing others to refuse (Article 144}. 

d. Arbitrary Arrest, Detention, or Exile 

The Constitution provides that no one may be arrested without 
court or prosecutorial approval or be sentenced to jail 
without a court verdict or for an act which is not a crime. 
The Criminal Code however, provides that banishment or 
internment may be administratively imposed, without trial, for 
up to 5 years on persons whom the authorities consider a 
thre~t to the social system and on the families of fugitives. 
Ther ~ are numerous reports that families of escapees from 
Alba .ia are imprisoned as a deterrent to other potential 
illegal emigrants. In its 1984 report, Amnesty International 
notes a nilmber of such cases in 1983. 

e. Denial of Fair Public ~rial 

The judicial system in Albania includes the Supreme Court and 
regional and district courts. Like all organs of government 
and state authority, it appears to be under the total control 
of Hoxha and the Albanian Workers' Party. There is virtually 
no chance a court would render an independent verdict in 
conflict with the wishes or policies of the regime. Some 
trials are said to be held behind closed doors when it suits 
the purposes of the regime. 

Reports of the number of persons in prison range from 4,000 to 
40,000, including 300 members of the pre-World War II elite, 
as well as pro-Soviet, pro-Chinese, and other political 
prisoners. Many person9 are serving sentences for expressing 
dissatisfaction with conditions in Albania or for trying to 
flee the country. Although an amnesty was approved in 
November 1982, there is no independent confirmation of the 
number of persons amnestied. 

Amnesty International reports that political detainees have 
been held for up to 6 months in solitary confinement without 
access to lawyers or relatives. Defendants at political 
trials have usually been denied defense counsel and have had 
to conduct their own defense. 



ALBANIA 

f. Arbitrary Interference with Privacy, Family, Home, or 
Correspondence 

The Constitution proclaims the inviolability of the home and 
the privacy of correspondence, but at the ·same time provides 
that these and other civil rights are subordinate to the 
general interest and cannot be exercised in opposition to the 
socialist order. It is generally accepted that the 
authorities can and do violate the privacy of the home 
whenever and to the extent necessary to achieve their ends . 
The Government uses its pervasive informer network to report 
on, among other things, the private lives of its citizens. 
Children are taught to report on their parents' activities in 
the home, such as whether they practice religion or speak 
against the Government. Contact with the outside world is 
carefully monitored. Members of the Greek minority who have 
escaped report that they had difficulty in receiving mail or 
telephone calls from relatives in Greece. Packages of food, 
medicine, and clothing sent to them were returned by the 
Albanian authorities to Greece w~thout their knowledge. 

Section 2 Respect for Civil Rights, Including 

a. Freedom of Speech and Press 

Although the Albanian Constitution states that citizens enjoy 
freedom of speech and freedom of the press, it provides that 
these rights cannot be exercized in opposition to the 
socialist order. Consequently, the Government has imposed 
rigid restrictions on the people's freedom of speech and 
press. The government-controlled press never criticizes the 
leadership or its policies, and any citizen who does so 
publicly is subject to swift and severe reprisals. Persons 
found listening to foreign radio broadcasts or exhibiting 
"alien manifestations" have in the past been reprimanded or 
jailed, although there is some indication that these 
restrictions may have been relaxed lately. Information from 
abroad is carefully controlled. Art and literature are deemed 
to be weapons of revolutionary change and are subject to rigid 
state control and censorship. 

b. Freedom of Peaceful Assembly and Association 

The security police deals severely with group activities that 
do not have government sanction or that might appear to be in 
opposition to the leadership. There are no independent 
associations or organizations. Nearly all Albanians belong to 
trade unions that are part of the United Trade Unions of 
Albania, an arm of the party. The unions have no significan t 
voic~ in the field of labor relations, although they do play a 
key role in indoctrinating and propagandizing the workers, in 
maintaining labor discipline, and in organizing the pe riod s of 
so-called "voluntary" manual labor in which all Albanians are 
expected to take part. 

c. Freedom of Religion 

All religious act ivity in Albania is expressly prohibited by 
the Constitution and by government policy. Historically, 
about 70 percent of all Albanians were Muslim, 20 percent were 
Orthodox, and 10 percent were Roman Catholic. However, in 
1967 the Government abrogated all laws dealing with 
church-state relations and began an active campaign to banish 
all vestiges of religion. More than 2,000 mosques, churches, 
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Section 4 Governmental Attitude Regarding International and 
Non-governmental Investigati0n of Alleged Violations 
of Human Rights 

The Government denies any violations of human rights and 
refuses to cooperate in any investigation of allegations to 
the contrary. Amnesty International's 1984 report detailed 
numerous concerns about the human rights situation in 
Albania. Freedom House rates Albania "not free." 

ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND CULTURAL SITUATION 

With a population of 2.9 million and limited natural 
resources, Albania is the poorest country in Europe and has 
the least amount of arable land per capita. Given the poverty 
of the country and its self-imposed isolation, including the 
refusal to accept foreign credits to finance trade 
transactions, the regime has achieved significant economic 
development since World War II. Per capita gross income in 
1984, the lowest in Europe, is estimated at about $850, but no 
current figures are available. 

The food supply is adequate, and there are no reports of 
chronic food shortages or rationing. The population receives 
more than the minimum daily per capita calorie intake, 
although the level (110 percent in 1977) is one of the lowest 
in Europe. Life expectancy is estimated at 71.7 years, and 
the infant mortality rate is about 42.3 per 1,000 births. 
Nearly all children are educated, but the overall literacy 
rate for all ages is estimated at about 75 percent. 

All land is the property of the state, and individual citizens 
may own only such personal property as permitted by _law. 
Housing rent is low, but there is a housing shortage, 
particularly for newly-wed couples. The economy is based on 
agriculture and the production of raw materials, especially 
minerals. 

The Constitution states that women shall enjoy "equal rights 
with men in work, pay, holidays, social security, education, 
in all social-political activity, as well as in the family." 
Information on the extent to which these rights are exercised 
is not available, but there are indications that the regime 
has advanced the status of women. Women are said to 
participate equally in the obligatory labor and military 
service programs. There are several women in the party and 
government leadership. Albania is party to the International 
Convention of the Political Rights of Women and the Convention 
on the Nationality of Married Women. 



Drafted: EUR/EEY: WW?.rren~ 
Wang 0083Y 

ALBANIA 

Cleared: EUR/EEY: RECombs ~­
HA/PP: WThompson1 
EB/IFO/ODF: ORyan 
H: RLuaces 
INR/GI: FMonroe 
IO/HR: BZweibeJ~ 
L/HRR: MBWest 
S/IL: AFreeman 
S/P: ALowenkron 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name Withdrawer 

DOBRIANSKY, PAULA: FILES RB 12/20/2016 
w 

File Folder 

COUNTRY FILES: ALBANIA (1983-1985) 

Box Number 

1 

FOIA 

F1640/3 
HERSHBERG 

2 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-

185831 MEMO 

BURT TO THE SECRETARY RE. TALKS WITH 
ALBANIA ON CLAIMS/GOLD 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 

pages 

3 

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 

ND 

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

tions 

Bl 



i I 
0 

k i k , I 

c~ 
I L I I 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
SECRETARIAT 

PAGE 81 
EOB532 

BEL GRADE 304 2 
AN.082424 

DTG : 121525Z APR 85 PSN: 025128 
TOR : lll2/1713Z CSN: HCE945 

DISTRIBUTION: STEl-81 DOBR-01 SEST-81 ROBN-81 LENC-01 LEHR-Bl 
NAT-81 / 007 Al 

I/HTS ASSIGNED DI STR I BUT I ON: 
SIT: 
EOB: 

OP 111MED /ROUTINE 
STU2931 
DE RUDKRB 13842/81 1821555 
0 R 121525Z APR 85 
Fl1 AMEl1BASSY BELGRADE 

TO SECSTATE 1/ASHDC IMMEDIATE 1098 

INFO AMEMBA$SY ATHENS 3684 
Al1El1BASSY BONN 5596 
Al1El1BASSY LONDON 4413 
Al1El1BASSY MOSCOW 6367 
Al1CONSUL HUN I CH 1180 
AHEl1BASSY PARIS 4967 
AHEHBASSY ROl1E 4869 
Al1EHBASSY SOf I A 5175 
ZEN/AMCONSUL ZAGREB 7693 

~SECTION 81 or 03 BELGRADE 3042 

E. 0. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: PREL, PGOV, AL, YL 
SUBJECT: HOXHA' S DEATH 
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1. (C - ENTIRE TEXTl. 

2. INTR OD UC TION AND SUMMAR Y: INITIAL GOY REACT ION TO HOXHA 'S 
DEATH APR IL 11 HAS BEEN TERSE. SFRY (COLL ECT IVE STATE ) 
PRE SIDENT DJURANOVIC DI SPATCHED A CORRECT BUT UN USU ALLY BRIEF 
CONDOLENCE MESSAGE TO ALB AN I AN ASS EHBL Y PRES I DE NT RAMI Z AL I A. 
TH E OF FICIAL YUG OSL AV NEWS AGENCY TANJUG ISSUED A STAT EHENT, 
PRINTED IN THE PRESS HERE APR IL 12 , 1/H ICH STRESS ED CONTINU ED 
GOY SUPPORT FOR ALBANIAN INDEPENDENCE AND GOY DESIRE FOR 
GOOD-NEIGHBORLY RELATIO NS. PRESS REPORT I NG OF HO XHA ' S 
DEATH HAS BEE N THI N AND SO FAR MAINLY LIM ITED TO TANJUG 
ACCOUNTS. WE HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT THE SF RY PRESI DE NCY INSTRUCTED 
THE YUGOSLAV PRESS TO POSTPONE ITS 01/N COHME NTARY ON HOXHA ' S 
DEATH . A SENIOR MONTENEGRIN OFFICIAL TOLD EMBOFFS VISITING 
TITOGRAO THE GOY EXPECTED ALBANIA TO KEIi TO KO XKA ' S 
FOREIGN POLICY LINE FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE . THE OFFIC IAL 
EXPECTED THE GOY POSTURE TOI/ARD ALBANIA DURING THE INITIAL 
POST-H OXHA PERIOD TO BE CAREFUL AND CORRECT . SEE LAST 
PARAGRAPH FOR LATEST INFO AS TO INTERNAL YUGOSLAV LEADERSHIP 
DIFFERENCES OVER HOii TO HANDLE THE PRESS ASPECTS OF HO XH A' S 
DEATH . END INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY. 

3. DCM AND POL COU NS ELOR HAD THE OPPOR TUN ITV TO TALK Il l TH 
BRANKO LUKOVAC, PRESI DENT or THE MONTENEGRI N REPUBLICAN 
COMM ITTEE FOR FOREIGN RELATIONS, SHORTLY AFTE R HOXHA' S DEATH 
I/AS ANNOUHCED IN THE YUGOSLAV HEDI A. LUKOVAC SPOKE OPENLY 
AND KN0\11. EDGE ABLY ABOUT HOXHA ' S PASSING AND THE ISSUE S 
INVOlVED IN THE ALBAIIIAN SUCC ESSI ON. LUK OVAC IMPLIED TH AT 

THE YUGOSLAVS HAD HEARD ABOUT HOXHA'S DEATH BEFORE RADIO 
TIRANA MADE THE ANNOUNCEMENT AT 1280 LOCAL TIME APRIL 11. 
HE STATEO THAT THE YUGOSLAVS I/ERE SKEPTICAL THAT HOXHA DIED 
AT 0218, APR IL 11, AS ANNOUNCED, AND THOUGHT HO XHA PROBABLY HAD 
DI ED EARL I ER. HE REMARKED THAT THE FRENCH SHOULD KNOii, SINCE 
HOXHA HAD FRENCH MEDICAL CARE FOR YEARS. 

4. L UKOVAC SI AD HE _EXPECTS PRES I DENT RAM I Z Al I A AND THE 
SUCCESSOR LEADERSHIP TO PURSUE HOXHA' S FOREIGN POLICY LINE 
FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE . HE SAID ALIA I/ILL PERHAPS 
HAVE A HARD TIME ESTABLISHING HIS AUTHORITY, SINCE HE DOES 
NOT HAVE THE CHARISMA ANO AUTHORITY IIHICH HOXHA POSSESSED, 
DERIVED FROM THE SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES OF HAVING LED HIS PEOPLE 
SINCE WORLD I/AR II . NONETHELESS, LUKOVAC CLEARLY REGARDED ALIA 
AS THE IMMEDIATE SUCCESSOR. 

S. IN FOREIGN POLICY, LUKOVAC SAID HOXHA'S SUCCESSORS I/ILL 
PROBABLY CONTINUE RECENT POLICY OF MOVING SLOIILY TO OPEN UP 
BETTER RELATIONS 111TH SELECTED WESTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. HE 
CITED THE POSSIBILITY OF MOVEMENT IN ALBANIA ' S RELATIONS 111TH 
GREAT BRITA IN AND THE FRG. HE ANTIC IPATED FURTHER IMPROVEMENT 
IN GREEK-ALBANIAN RELATIONS, DESPITE CONTINUING PROBLEHS OVER 
ALLEGATIONS OF ALBANIAN MISTREATMENT OF ITS GREEK HINORITY . 
BT 
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6. LUKOVAC SAID HE EXPECTED NO CHANGE IN ALBANIA 'S ATTITUDE 
TOI/ARD THE U.S. AND THE USSR. HE CONSIDERED ESTABLISHMENT 
OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 111TH THE USSR AND U, S, AS POSIBLE, 
BUT ONLY AFTER A CONSIDERABLE PER I OD OF TI ME. L UKOVAC THOUGHT 
ALBANIA 1/0ULD BE PARTICULARLY I/ARY OF BOTH SUPERPOIIERS NOii, 
DURING THE TRANSITION PERIOD. SPEAKING HYPOTHETICALLY, 
HE VOLUNTEERED THAT IF ALBANIA \/ERE FORCED TO CHOOSE BETWEEN 
THE SUPERPOWERS AT THIS POINT IN ITS DEVELOPMENT, THE CHOICE 
1/0ULO LIKELY FAVOR THE USSR, SINCE THE CURRENT LEADERSHIP 
1/0ULD STRIVE TO PRESERVE THE EXISTING SOCIO-ECONOMIC SYSTEM, 
1/HICH IS MORE COMPATIBLE 111TH THE SOVIET MODEL. 

7. AS FOR YUGOSLAV RELATIONS 111TH ALBANIA, LUKOVAC EXPRESSED 
THE YUGOSLAV INTEREST IN AN IN DEPE NDENT ALBANIA, NOT AFFILIATED 
111TH EITHER SUPERPOWER OR BLOC. HE ANTICIPATES THAT ALBANIAN 
POLICY TOI/ARD YUGOSLAVIA \/ILL BE CORRECT , AND HE SAID HE HOPES 
AND EXPECTS THAT GOY ATTITUDE TOI/ARD ALBANIA DURING THE 
TRANSITION PERIOD \/ILL BE CAREFUL AND CORRECT . 

8. A FRENCH EMBASSY SOURCE TOLD EHBOFF A~RIL 12 THAT HE 
HAO NOT REPEAT NOT HEARD RUMORS THAT HOXHA \/AS UNDER TREATMENT 
AT A HOSPITAL NEAR PARIS AT THE TIME OF HIS DEATH (REFTEL B), AND 
HAD NO INFORMATION TO INDICAlE THIS \/AS THE CASE. HOXHA HAS 
BEEN TREATED BY FRENCH DOCTORS FOR MANY YEARS, HE SAID, AND 
ADDEO THAT HOXHA HAD TRAVELED MANY TIMES TO FRANCE FOR MEDICAL 
TREATMENT ~UGGESTING THAT THESE VISITS \/ERE ON THE ORDER OF 
PERHAPS ONCE A YEAR) . TH IS SOURCE ALSO STATED THAT THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE IN THE FRENCH FOREIGN NINISTRY, 
GEORGES BAILLIE (AS HEARD), \/AS SCHEDULED TO VISIT ALBANIA IN LATE 
MAY, SHOULD THE VISIT STILL COME OFF AFTER HOXHA 'S DEATH, 
HE THOUGHT, THIS 1/0ULO PROVIDE A USEFUL 1/INDO\I ON THE STATE 
OF DEVELOPMENTS IN POST-HOXHA ALBANIA. 

9. ACCORDING TO T\10 BELGRADE JOURNALISTS THE GOY IS CLOSELY 
ORCHESTRATING YUGOSLAV OFFICIAL ANO PR£SS REACT I ON TO HOXHA' S 
DEATH. ACCORDING TO ONE INFORMED BELGRADE JOURNALIST, THE 
SFRY (STATE) PRESIDENCY MET SHORTLY AFTER HOXHA' S DEATH AND 
INSTRUCT~D THE YUGOSLAV PRESS TO ESCHE\/ A SEPARATE COMMENTARY 
ON THE EVENT AND TO RELY INSTEAD ON TANJUG NE\IS AGENCY 
REPORTAGE AND THE CAREFULLY-CRAFTED TANJUG STATEMENT FOR USE 
IN THEIR APRIL 12 EDITIONS. 

18. A SENIOR YUGOSLAV JOURNAL 1ST, AT LUNCH 111TH THE AMBASSADOR 
ON APRIL 12, TOLD OF THE INTERNAL STRUGGLES \/!THIN THE 
YUGOSLAV LEADERSHIP AS TO HOii IT SHOULD REACT TO THE DEATH OF 
ENVER HOXHA. THE SENIOR .LEADERSHIP OF POLIT IKA, BELGRADE'S 
PRIME NE\ISPAPER, \/AS CALLED TO THE FOREIGN SECRETARIAT IN THE 
EARLY AFTERNOON OF APRIL 11. THEY \/ERE TOLD THAT THERE \/AS TO 
BE NO REPEAT NO NEIISPAPER REPORTING ON THE EVENT AND PART­
ICULARLY NO COMMENT. THE POL ITIKA LEADERSHIP \/AS ASTOUNDED 
BY TH IS COMMAND AND REPORTEDLY PROTESTED. THEY \/ERE TOLD 
THIS DECISION HAD BEEN MADE BY THE YUGOSLAV STATE PRESIDENCY 
1/HICH AT THE VERY MOST 1/0ULD ALLOII A BRIEF TANJUG REPORT ON 
THE ALBANIAN LEADER'S DEATH. 

11. THE POLITIKA LEADERSHIP, ON ITS RETURN TO ITS HEADQUARTERS, 
BEGAN ITS USUAL PROCEDURE OF CALLING EVER YBODY IMPORTANT IN 
TO\IN INCLUDING SENIOR MEMBERS OF THE YUGOSLAV PARTY PRESIDENCY 
TO PROTEST THE GAGGING. IN BECAME CLEAR IN THE COURSE OF THE 
POLITIKA GROUP'S CONVERSATIONNS THAT THERE I/AS 1/IDE 
DISAGR EEME NT BETWEEN THE STATE AND THE PARTY PRESIDENCIES OVER 
HOii TO HANDLE THE PUBLIC ASPECT OF HOXHA'S DEATH. THE PARTY 
PRESIDENCY \/AS OF THE VIEi/ THAT A TANJUG PIECE \/AS REQUIRED 
AT THE VERY LEAST. THERE I/AS APPARENTLY ENORMOUS 1/RANGLING IN TH£ 
COURSE OF THE AFTERNOON AND THE PARTY PRESIDENCY I/ON OUT . 
A VERY BRIEF TANJUG REPORT \/AS ISSUED Ill THOUT ANY COMMENTARY. 
BT 
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12. ACCORDING TO OUR SOURCE , THE DI SAGREE MENT OVER THE PUBLIC 
HANDLING OF THE PROBLEM DID NOT BREAK 001/N OVER ANY REPUBL ICAN 
LINES. IT I/AS AN ALL · OUT BATTLE BETIIEE N OLD GU ARD TYPE S, 
YOUNGER LEADERS, LI BE RALS AN D CONSERVATI VES 11 1TH AN ENORM OUS 
AMOUNT OF BAO FEEL I NG COMI NG TO THE FORE EVEN BETIIE EN PO\IERF UL 
PERSONALI TIES. 

13. THE DEC ISI ON OF THE LEADE RSHIP TO STI CK 11 1TH TH E SIMPLE 
TANJUG REPORT \/AS COMMUNI CATED TO AL L REPUBLICAN AN D 
PROV INC I AL CENTRAL COMMITTEES. HOIIEVER, THESE COMMITTEE S 
CHOSE TO ACCEPT OR I GIIORE THE ORDERS FROM ABOVE IN ACCORDANCE 
111TH THE IR OIIN SPECIAL CONDITI ONS. OUR SOURCE ' S CONTACTS IN 
SLOVENIA, FOR EXAMPLE, INFORMED HIM THAT THEY ACCEP TED THIS 
FEDERAL LCY DEDISION AS ADVI CE, BUT DI NOT FEEL BOUND BY IT. 
OTHER REPUBLICS REACTED IN THE SAME IIAY. THUS THE GENERAL 
COUNTRYIIIDE COVERAGE OF HOXHA ' S DEATH HAS BEEN REPORTED IN THE 
YUGOSLAV PRESS IN A VARI ED FASH I ON, INCLUDING SOME REP ORTS 11 1TH 
EXTENSI VE COMMENTARY . (F YI . \IE SHALL BE CHE CKING THE PROVINCIAL 
PRESS TO OETERMIN JUST HOii VARIEGATED THE COMMEN TAR IE S \/ERE, 
THE BOSNIAN AND MONTEUEGR I N PRESS \/ERE DEVOID OF COMMENTARY . 
([ 0 FYI . ) 

14. OUR SOURCE SAID THAT THE LARGE ST AND IIOST POPULAR DAILY 
NEWSPAPER IN YUGOSLAVIA, POLI TI KA, FOUND ITSELF EXT REMELY 
EIIBARRASSED IY TH E ENTIRE AFFA IR. HE POINTED OUT THAT IT SHOIIED 
HORE CL EARLY THAN ANYTHING HE, A VETERAN OBSERVER OF THE 
YUGOSLAV SCENE, COULD DESCRI BE HOii 111 0£ THE DIFFERENCES 
IIERE BETIIEEN THE TWO PRES IDENCIES. HE ASSUME D THAT TH ESE 
DI FfERENCES MUST AL SO SPILL OVER INTO OTHER POL IT I CAL AND 
ECONONIC AREAS . 

15. THE AL BANIAN EMBASSY IN BELGRADE HAS ALSO BEEN VERY 
UNCERTAIN AS TO HOW TO REACT TO HOXHA' S DEATH. THE LOC AL 
AMBASSADORS IN BELGRADE ACCREDITED TO TIRANA HAVE BEEN GIVEN 

CONFLICTING ADVICE AS TO 1/HETHER THE Y SHOULD ATTEND THE 
FUNERAL OR NOT. AFTER MUCH TO AND FRO BETIIEEN THE VARI DUS 
EMBASSIES AND THE ALBANIAN EMBASSY HERE, THE VAST MAJORITY OF 
AMBASSADOR S HAVE DECIDED NOT REPEAT NOT TO ATTEND. MOST OF 
THEIR PROBLEMS SEEM TO CENTER ON TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING. 
THE ALBANIAN CONTACTS OF THESE EMBASSIES HAVE BEEN DISTINCTLY 
UNEASY IN TRY ING TO MAKE ANY DECI SI ONS OR PROVIDING ANY 
ADVICE THAT MI GHT RUN INTO CONFLICT 111TH \/HAT \/AS COM ING OUT OF 
TIRANA. THE LATEST READING I S THAT ONLY THE JAPANESE AND 
MEXICAN AMBASSADORS \/Ill TRY TO MAKE THE EVENT BY CAR 
THROUGH THE MOUNTAINS . EVEN THEY MAY BE OISCUOURAGED BY 
LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS . 

16. COMMENT : THERE IS PROBABLY A MESSAGE IN ALL OF THIS FOR 
ALL OF US. IN THE AMBAS SADOR ' S VIEi/, IT IS THAT NOBODY KNO\IS 
\/HAT TO DO ABOUT THE PAS SI NG OF ENVER HOXHA OR HOii TO REACT 
TO IT, PERHPAS LEAST OF All THE YUGOSL AVS. \IE I/ILL TRY TO 
PROVIDE SOMETHI NG MORE THOUGHTFUL ON CE ENVER 'S OUST HAS 
DI ED 001/N. ANDERSON 
BT ' 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

July 22, 1985 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FO~ ROBERT C. MCFARLANE ~µ 
FROM: ~LA J. DOBRIANSKY/TY c6BB 

SUBJECT: Letter from Ambassador Wilson Re Albania 

Ambassador Bill Wilson has forwarded material to you from Arslan 
and Kaplan de Libohava concerning Albania. He is seeking our 
recommendations for establishing Albania as a neutral nation. 

We have examined the question of U.S. involvement in this issue 
and 
int 
res 

can only conclude that this would not be 
ests nor those of Yugoslavia. Attached 

o se to Wilson explaining our position. 

k'fc;,ck and Bob :~:iiard ~oncur. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab I 

Approve Disapprove 

Attachments 

in our best 
at Tab I is your 

Tab I McFarlane Letter to Ambassador Wilson 
Tab A Ambassador Wilson Letter to McFarlane, June 20, 

1985 



1/ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Bill: 

Thanks so much f~r your letter of 20 June on the important 
question of Albania's place in international relations. The 
report which you forwarded has been reviewed by our staff and 
found to be both timely and interesting. 

As you well know, the U.S. does not have official relations with 
Albania although we would not rule out any movement in that 
direction. Since there does not appear to be any indication that 
the Albanians are moving back under Soviet control, we believe 
that specific initiatives on our part are not desirable at this 
time, particularly given the problems such activities could 
create for our relationship with Yugoslavia. 

On another matter, we were disturbed to read of the negative 
report on SDI produced by the Pontifical Academy of Sciences and 
the uneven composition of the membership of the body. We appre­
ciate your cable clarifying the Holy See's position on that 
report, but we remain concerned that the President's program is 
not sufficiently understood. Although I know that a number of 
Americans have discussed this subject with senior Vatican 
officials, we would like to send our official SDI briefing team 
to explain our research program. We will ask State to be in 
touch with you when Colonel Bob Linhard of the NSC Staff is 
prepared to bring his team to Rome, subject, of course, to your 
concurrence. 

Again Bill, many thanks for sending me the provocative background 
paper on Albania. 

The Honorable William A. Wilson 
American Ambassador to the Holy See 
Rome, Italy 

Sincerely, 



Dear Bud: 

EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED ST ATES OF AMERICA 

TO THE HOLY SEE 

Rome. Italy · 

20 June 1985 

The enclosed material was given to me by the 
Libohava brothers who now live in Rome and who came to 
my office to present the idea of helping Albania 
establish itself as a neutral nation similar to Austria 
in order to prevent or avoid the possibility that 
Russia would exert its strength against the new prime 
minister with the result of obtaining important seaport 
at the Straits of Otranto which is the juncture of the 
Adriatic Sea and the Ionion Sea. 

Obviously the Libohava's brothers are anxious to 
see their country return to a western form of 
government, but I think they are sincerely interested 
in seeing to it that the Russians do not get another 
seaport in a critical location, particularly as close 
to Italy as this would bed. 

I do not expect you to read this material, but it 
might be interesting to have your staff review it and 
give you a summary with possible recommendations. 

With kindest regards, 

Wil~on 

Mr. Robert McFarlane, 
National Security Advisor, 

The White Bouse, 
Washington, D.C. 

Ambassador 

5313 



ALBANIA: The creation of a neutral country as a 

solution for its future . 

by Arslan & Kaplan d~ ~ibohova 



ALBANIA: The creation of a neutral country as a solution for 
its future. 

In the search of a feasible solution for the South Eastern 

Europe, the future of Albania has always been, and still is, 

quite a serious problem. There are two keys to the door leading 

from the Adriatic Sea to the Mediterranean: one in the hands 

of Italy and the other in the hands of Albania. 

It is a well known fact how Albania right after World War II fell 

under Russia's influence. After its first foothold the U.S.S.R. 

established a military base in Valona and fortified the island 

of Saseno, thus controlling the Strait of Otranto and the Adriatic 

Sea. The break between the Albanian and the Russian Communist 

Party in 1961 took place after Stalin's death with the consequent 

"alliance" between Albania and Red China. This was mostly due 

to . the renewal of the relationship between Russia and Yugoslavia 

wanted by Krusciov and for the fear that Belgrade would exert 

again its control over Albania dislodging from power Enver 

Hoxha and his clan. 

The existing tension between U.S.A. and U.S.S.R. as well as the 

precarious political military situation of Western Mediterranean 

area, can very well induce Russia's political leaders to exer~ 

their pressure in order to eliminate the only free existing 

Maxist - communist in Europe, and become once more the safe­

keepers of Albanian gateway to the Adriatic provoking a 

drastic change in the East-West balance of power in the 

Mediterranean area. 

5{ 
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One should not discard the possibility even of an eventual 

Russian attack directed towards Albania; this mostly in 

consideration of the presence of a part of the Russian fleet 

stationed in the Mediterranean area. No doubt this would increase 

the danger of the return of all of Albania~•s air, navy and 

missile bases under the direct control of the Soviet Union. 

If such event took place it would upset the political and 

stategic balance of the Adriatic, the Balkans and the whole of 

the Mediterranean area. To avoid that any strategic plans 

involving the Warsaw Pact countries may eventually be directed 

in the future towards member countries of the Nato (and in 

particular Italy, Greece and also Turkey), it is most opportune 

to take immediate steps in considering this danger and find a 

feasible solution for th~ future of Albania. 

A Soviet diplomatic move against Albania could also very well 

be conceivable due to the fact that Albania, with an unilateral 

decision, withdrew from the Warsaw Pact in 1968 after the 

military occupation of Checoslovakia by the red army. 

Let us not forget that both Hungary, C~ecoslovakia and Afghanis­

tan were invaded for less important reasons. 
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Russia's control of th~ Albanian military and naval bases, 

situated as they are in the middle of the Mediterranean, would 

allow a most convenient bridgehead for the Moscow's fleet in 

this area instead of using as it is doing at the present, the 

politicaly uestable bases of the pro-Soviet Arab countries which 

offer us a future guarantee whatsoever of stability and security. 

From the information gathered, it would appear that the Kremlin's 

political and military leaders are expecting secretly the return 

of Albania under Russian's influence if possible in a political -

diplomatic way after Hoxha's death. Moscow's sense of opportunism 

is doubtless heightened by Albania's isolation. 

Today, events in Albania may present the Kremlin with the opportunity 

it has patiently awaited since the capture of Tirana in 1978, 

with Red China. Communist party leader Enver Hoxha, 78 is reported 

to be seriously sick and the day of his succession appears not far. 

Tangible part of Moscow's interest in subverting Albania has 

been evident. The K.G.B. using an extensive pro-Soviet fifth 

column in Albania, has been mounted at least three attempted crups. 

Albania's strategic importance, though virtually forgotten in the 

West is fully understood by Kremlin's leaders since Yaltar. 



Bordering Yugoslavia, Greece and Italy, Albania with two 

excellent deepwater ports at Valona (military) and ~iiw,o 
dominates the adriatic area and the entry to the Mediterranean 

Sea. The Italian coast is only 50 miles away, accross the 

narrow Strait of Otranto. 

In 1961, Albania became the only country to successfully 

evict Soviet occupation forces and pro-consular establishment. 

In that time, the party leader Enver Hoxha, a great admirer of 

Stalin, abruptly broke all ties with Moscow especially because 

of Khruschev's de-stalinization program and joint China keeping 

the alliance with Peking until 1978. 

In the process of mai ntaining the ideological Marxist purity of 

his country, Hoxha has left it without any friends or allies. 

That isolation has strongly weakened Albania on the international 

field but also the murder of N22 man of Albania Communist 

Party and Prime Minister Shehu in 1981, ordered by Hoxha him­

self, shaked dangerously the regime of Tirana. 

Once that Hoxha has · left the political scene, a move that 

the Soviets have bee impatiently awaiting for 3 years, the 

p9werful pro-Russian faction of the Albanian Communist Party, 

with a massive assistance from Moscow, has a very high possibility 

of assuming power in Tirana. 

The consequences of this action would be: 

1) The renewal of the diplomatic and party relationships 

·.:= ·:between the two communist countries interrupted in 1961. 



2) The reintegration of Albania into the Warsaw Pact, (Albania 

was one of the principal promoters of the Pact). 

3) Tirana again would take part in the COMECON sessions, from 

which has never officially withdrawn. 

4) The re-entry into the Warsaw Pact means that the Albanian 
, 

naval bases will be open to the Soviet fleet on a permenent 

basis. 

For the moment this seems to be the plan that the Kremlin's 

leaders prefer and they are most likely to carry out at the 

most opportune time. 

If this "peaceful" plan cannot be carried out, reliable sources 

believe that the Soviets will not hesitate to take stronger 

action to repossess their ex~Albanian bases, this action could 

be achieved through a "coup de main" in which the Russians are 

masters and against whom, the modest and badly equipped Albanian 

military force could not hold out. The Soviet fleet could easily 

return to their ex base of Valona with the help of their fifth 

column in Albania. This could be realized by the presence of 

the Russian navy in the Mediterranean which is fully equipped 

with amphibious means of troop transportation. 

Albania cout.d become the Soviet Union's most important forward 

base, crucial to its age-old ambition to control the Medi-

terranean and the Middle-East. The political consequence5 of 

the red army's being 50 miles away from Italy and bordered 

Greece and Yugoslavia can be easily imagined. 

Albania's total isolation leaves Moscow with the tempting 

target of a valuable strategic prize that may be seized without 

the danger of an effective Western response. 



The neutralization of Albania would be nothing new, since as 

far back as July 29, 1913 the six powers (France, Great Britain, 

Germany, Italy, Russia and Austria-Hungary) that took part at 
• 

the Ambassador's Conference in London which recognized Albania 

as a free nation, agreed that the territory of Albania should 

be considered a nuetral state and proclaimed under Art. III ... 

"l'Albanie est neutralisee; sa neutraliteest garantie par les 

six puissances", and as such was accepted by the first independent 

government of Albania headed by Vlora-Libohova. 

Years after and regardless what has happened in the meantime, 

Albania would therefore once more become a neutral country, 

as was sanctioned in the past, in order tc maintain the ~owers 

in the Adriatic. 

The plan of establishing Albania as a neutral territory might 

be developed through the following procedure: 

- An agreement should be reached by the representatives of 

Italy, Greece, Turkey to protect the area from the influence 

and control of any big power. This, however, can be 

accomplished as it seems both Greece and Yugoslavia have 

given up their long standing territorial claims within 

Albania's borders. 
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Italy, as the major power in the area, could assume such a 

preliminary initiative, after the course, previous consultations 

with Washington and its allies. 

- The agreement could then be broadened to include all 

countries members of the Nato and in particular U.S.A, 

since with the presence of its Sixth Fleet in the Medi­

terranean assures the required peace and security to the 

whole basin. 

- The next step would be to start paving the road for cautious 

and secret contacts with the Albanian political leaders in 

order to convince them of the enormous advantages to be 

had by having Albania turned into a neutral state. The 

advantages would undoubtedly be immediate freedom from 

the Russia struggle, political independence, full protec­

tion of her borders, and last but not least, her economic 

expansion. 

In the present situation it should not be so difficult to 

convince the Government of Tirana that neutrality would remove 

Albania from its present dangerous and practically total isolation 

from the rest of the world. This would definitely result in 

obtaining help from the various international orgaizations for 

her economic needs. 

To be able to establish Albania once more as a neutral state 

should also convince Tirana's political leaders that it would 

protect their present regime and also their lives, against any 

move or threat on the part of the Kremlin that considers the 

present Albanian leaders as "t . 
ra1tors" of their caus 

e. 
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- As the last step, diplomatic action should be taken 

preferably with the United Nations which could endorse the 

issue of Albania's perm€nent neutrality, and help the 

country obtain necessary status. No doubt it would be of 

great help if the United States ~ould back Albania's cause 

when the United Nations ~ ' takesup the issue. 

In the meanwhile, while waiting for the full juridical recogni­

tion of the requested neutrality of Albania (which could be 

similar to that existing in Finland and Austria), an unilateral 

declaration should be issued by the countries involved as a 

warning to the Eastern Powers against any change in the present 

political equilibrium in the Southern Adriatic area. 

It would definitely be in the interest of the Western Powers 

to expedite and promote Albania's neutrality as this would not 

only be to their benefit but it would also lift them from a 

forty year of sterile immobility with regards to Albania. 

It is obvious that the return of Russia in this nevralgic area 

would mean a constant threat to the member countries of Nato 

especially in case of an outbreak of war. Even discarding this 

possibility, Moscow's presence in Albania would still be far 

from desirable as it would always have its effects on all the 

democratic countries situated in the particular sensitive spot, 

and this time it would be permanent, in the Meditteranean. 



Due to the recent international situation the Western powers and 

especially U.S.A. should not hesitate any longer in taking 

into consideration the neutralization of Albanian territory, as 

this would be the only solution to prevent, sooner or later, 

Russia's occupation of this territory. 

Arslan & Kaplan da Libohova 
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THE WHITE" HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 5, 1985 

Dear Bill: 

Thanks so much f~r your letter of 20 June on the important _ 
question of Albania .'s place in international relations ~ The 
report which you forwarded has been reviewed by our staff and 

· found to be both timely and interesting. 
. . . .... 

As you ·well know, the U.S. does not have official relations with -- •; • 
Albania although we would not rule out any movement in that - .. 
direction. Since there does not appear to be any indication that .:.t• ·-~-

-the Albanians are . moving back under Soviet control, we believe· -i · -~ · __ :-,_.-: 

_that specific initiatives on our part are not desirable at this .-·· · · 
time, particularly given the problems such activities could · 
create for our relationship with ¥ugoslavia. . 

On another matter, we were disturbed to read of the negative . ~:,.: 
report on SDI produced by the Pontifical Academy· of Scien~es and 
the uneven composit~on of the membership of the body. We appre-

.. 

ciate your cable clarifying the Holy See's position on that J 
report, but we remain concerned that the President's program is •• 
·not sufficiently understood. Although I know that a number of 

· Americans have discussed this subject with senior Vatican 
officials, we would like to send our official SDI briefing team : 
to explain our research program. We will_ ask State to be in 
touch with you when Colonel Bob Linhard of the NSC Staff is 
prepared to bring his team to Rome, subject, of course, to your 
concurrence. . 

Again Bill, many thanks for sending me the provocative background. ~ 
paper on Albania • . . 

The Honorable William A. Wilson 
American Ambassador to the Holy See 
Rome, Italy . 

Sincerely, 

a✓ 
~rt c. McFarlane 

. . 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIO NAL SECURIT Y COUNCIL 

July 22, 1985 

ACTION 
SIGNED 

MEMORANDUM FO~ ROBERT C. MCFARLANE _/.V~ 

FROM: ~LA J. DOBRIANSKY/TY c{Ba 
SUBJECT: Letter from Ambassador Wilson Re Albania 

Ambassador Bill Wilson has forwarded material to you from Arslan 
and Kaplan de Libohava concerning Albania. He is seeking our 
recommendations for establishing Albania as a neutral nation. 

We have examined the question of U.S. involvement in this issue 
and 
int 

can only conclude that this would not be 
ests nor those of Yugoslavia. Attached 

se to Wilson explaining our position. 

~ck and Bob {f~hard concur. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab I 

Approve Disapprove 

Attachments 

in our best 
at Tab I is your 

Tab I McFarlane Letter to Ambassador Wilson 
Tab A Ambassador Wilson Letter to McFarlane, June 20, 

1985 

.. 



Dear Bud: 

EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STA TES OF AMERICA 

TO THE HOLY SEE 

. Rome. Italy 

20 June 1985 

The enclosed material was given to me by the 
Libohava brothers who now live in Rome and . who came to 

· my office to present the idea of helping Albania 
establish itself as a neutral nation similar to Austria 
in order to prevent or avoid the possibility that 
Russia would exert its strength against the new prime 
minister with the result of obtaining important seaport 
at the Straits of Otranto which is the juncture of the 
Adriatic Sea and the Ionion Sea. 

Obviously the Libohava's brothers are anxious to 
see their country return to a w~stern form of 
government, but I think they are sincerely interested 
in seeing to · it that the Russians do not get another 
seaport in a critical location, particularly as close 
to Italy as this would bed. 

I do not expect you to read this material, but it 
might be interesting to have your staff review it and 
give you a summary with possible recommendations. 

With kindest regards, 

ddl' 
Wi16A. Wilson 

Ambassador 

Mr. Robert McFarlane, 
National Security Advisor, 

The White House, 
Washington, o.c. 
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ALBANIA: The creation of a neutral country as a solution for 
its future . . 

In the search of a feasible solution for the South Eastern 

Europe, the future of Albania has always been, and still is, 

quite a serious problem. There are two keys to the door leading 

from the Adriatic Sea to the Mediterranean: one in the hands 

of Italy and the other in the hands of Albania. 

It is a well known fact how Albania right after World War II fell 

under Russia's influence. After its first foothold the U.S.S.R. 

established a military base in Valona and fortified the island 

of Saseno, thus controlling the Strait of Otranto and the Adriatic 

Sea. The break between the Albanian and the Russian Communist 

Party in 1961 took place after Stalin's death with the consequent 

"alliance" between Albania and Red China. This was mostly due 

to the renewal of the relationship between Russia and Yugoslavia 

wanted by Krusciov and for the fear that Belgrade would exert 

again its control over Albania dislodging from power Enver 

Hoxha and his clan. 

The existing tension between U.S.A. and U.S.S.R. as well as the 

precarious political military situation of Western Mediterranean 

area, can very well induce Russia's political leaders to exert 

their pressure in order to eliminate the only free existing 

Maxist - communist in Europe, and become once more the safe­

keepers of Albanian gateway to the Adriatic provoking a 

drastic change in the East-West balance of power in the 

Mediterranean area. 
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One should not discard the possibility even of an eventual 

Russian attack directed towards Albania; this mostly in 

consideration of the presence of a part of the Russian fleet 

stationed in the Mediterranean area. No doubt this would increase 

the danger of the return of all of Albania~•s air, navy and 

. missile bases under the direct control of the Soviet Union. 

If such event took place it would upset the political and 

stategic balance of the Adriatic, the Balkans and the whole of 

the Mediterranean area. To avoid that any strategic plans 

involving the Warsaw Pact countries may eventually be directed 

in the future towards member countries of the Nato (and in 

particular Italy, Greece and also Turkey), it is most opportune 

to take immediate steps in considering this danger and find a 

feasible solution for the future of Albania. 

A Soviet diplomatic move against Albania could also very well 

be conceivable due to the fact that Albania, with an unilateral 

decision, withdrew from the Warsaw Pact in 1968 after the 

military occupation of Checoslovakia by the red army. 

Let us not forget that both Hungary, C~ecoslovakia and Afghanis­

tan were invaded for less important reasons. 

• 
' 
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Russia's control of the Albanian military and naval basei, 

situated ·as they are in the middle of the Mediterranean, would 

allow a most convenient bridgehead for the Moscow's fleet in 

this area instead of using as it is doing at the present, the 

politicaly uastable bases of the pro-Soviet Arab countries which 

offer us a future guarantee whatsoever of stability and security. 

From the information gathered; · it would appear that the Kremlin's 

political and military leaders are expecting secretly the return 

of Albania under Russian's influence if possible in a political -

diplomatic way after Hoxha's death. Moscow's sense of opportunism 

is doubtless heightened by Albania's isolation. 

Today, events in Albania may present the Kremlin with the opportunity 

it has patiently awaited since the capture of Tirana in 1978, 

with Red China. Communist party leader Enver Hoxha, 78 is reported 

to be seriously sick and the day of his succession appears not far. 

Tangible part of Moscow's interest in subverting Albania has 

been evident. The K.G.B. using an extensive pro-Soviet fifth 

column in Albania, has been mounted at least three attempted crups. 

Albania's strategic importance, though virtually forgotten in the 

West ·is fully understood by Kremlin's leaders since Yaltar. 



.., . 

Bordering Yugoslavia, Greece and Italy, Albania with two 

excellent deepwater ports at Valona (military) and ~~~~~o 
dominates the adriatic area and the entry to the Mediterranean 

Sea. The Italian coast is only 50 miles away, accross the 

narrow Strait of Otranto. 

In 1961, Albania became the only country to successfully 

evict Soviet occupation forces and pro-consular establishment. 

In that time, the party leader Enver Hoxha, a great admirer of 

Stalin, abruptly broke all ties with Moscow especially because 

of Khruschev's de-stalinization program and joint China keeping 

. the alliance with Peking until 1978. 

In the process of maintaining the ideological Marxist purity of 

his country, Hox0a has left it without any friends or allies. 

That isolation has strongly weakened Albania on the international 

field but also the murder of NQ2 man of Albania Communist 

Party and Prime Minister Shehu in 1981, ordered by Hoxha him­

self, shaked dangerously the regime of Tirana. 

Once that Hoxha has · left the political scene, a move that 

the·Soviets have bee impatiently awaiting for 3 years, the 

powerful.pro-Russian faction of the Albanian Communist Party, 

with a massive assistance from Moscow, has a very high possibility 

of assuming power in Tirana. 

The consequences of this action would be: 

1) The renewal of the diplomatic and party relationships 

~ ~~between the two communist countries interrupted in 1961 . 
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2) The reintegration of Albania into the Warsaw Pact, (Albania 

was one of the principal promoters of the Pact). 

3) Tirana again would take part in the COMECON sessions, from 

which has never officially withdrawn. 

4) The re-entry into the Warsaw Pact means that the Albanian 
~­

naval bases will be open to the Soviet fleet on a permenent . 

basis. 

For the moment this seems to be the plan that the Kremlin's 

leaders prefer and they are most likely to carry out at the 

most · opportune time. 

If this "peaceful" plan cannot be carried out, reliable sources 

believe that the Soviets will not hesitate to take stronger 

action to repossess their ex~Albanian bases, this action could 

be achieved through a "coup de main" in which the Russians are 

masters and against whom, the modest and badly equipped Albanian 

military force could .not hold out. The Soviet fleet could easily 

return to their ex base of Valona with the help of their fifth 

column in Albania. This could be realized by the presence ·of 

the Russian navy in the Mediterranean which is fully equipped 

with amphibious means of troop transportation. 

Albania co0td b e come the Soviet Union's most important forward 

base, ·crucial to its age-old ambition to control the Medi-

terranean and the Middle-East. The political consequenc~ of 

the red army's being 50 miles away from Italy and bordered 

Greece and Yu~oslavia can be easily imagined. 

Albania's total isolation leaves Moscow with the tempting 

target of a valuable strategic prize that may be seized without 

the danger of an effective Western response. 

• 

., 
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0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

The neutralization of Albania would be nothing new, since as 

far back as July 29, 1913 the six powers (France, Great Britain, 

Germany, Italy, Russia and Austria-Hungary) that took part at 

the Ambassador's Conference in London which recognized Albania 

as a free nation, agreed that the territory of Albania should 

be considered a nuetral state and proclaimed under Art. III ... 

"l'Albanie est neutralisee; sa neutraliteest garantie par les 

six puissances", and as such was accepted by the first independent 

government of Albania headed by Vlora-Libohova. 

Years after and regardless what has happened in the meantime, 

Albania would therefore once more become a neutral country, 

as was sanctioned in the past, in order to maintain the powers 

in the Adriatic. .·f 
''1-

000000000 QQQQQQQQQQQQ 

The plan of establishing Albania as a neutral territory might 

be developed through the following procedure: 

- An agreement should be reached by the representatives of 

Italy, Greece, Turke y t o protect t h e are a fr o m the i nflue nc e 

and control of any big power. This, however, can be 

.· accomplished as it seems both Greece and Yugoslavia have 

given up their long standing territorial claims within 

Albania's borders. 



, ,.. 

Italy, as the major power in the area, could assume such a 

preliminary initiative, after the course, previous consultations 

with Washington and its allies. 

The agreement could then be broadened to include all 

countries members of the Nato and in particular U.S.A, 

since with the presence of its Sixth Fleet in the Med~­

terranean assures the required peace and s~curity to the 

whole basin. 

The next step would be to start paving the road for cautious 

and secret contacts with the Albanian political leaders in 

order to convince them of the enormous advantages to be 

had by having Albania turned into a neutral state. The 

advantages would undoubtedly be immediate freedom from 

the Russia struggle, political independence, full protec­

tion of her borders, and last but not least, her economic 

expansion. 

In the present situation it should not be so difficult to 

convince the Government of Tirana that neutrality would remove 

f ~ Albania from its present dangerous and practically total isolation 

- from . the rest of the world. This would definitely result in 

obtaining help . from the various international orgaizations for 

her economic needs. 

To be able to establish Albania once more as a neutral state 

should also convince Tirana's political leaders that it would 

protect . their present regime and also their lives, against any 

move or threat on the part of the Kremlin that considers the 

present Albanian leaders 
as "traitors" of their 

cause, 

..: 
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- As the last step, diplomatic action should be taken 

preferably with the United Nations which could endorse the 

issue of Albania's permenent neutrality, and help the 

country obtain necessary status. No doubt it would be of 

great help if the United States ~ould back Albania's cause 

when the United Nations ' takesup the issue. 

In the meanwhile, while waiting for the full juridical recogni­

tion of the requested neutrality of Albania (which could be 

similar to that existing in Finland and Austria), an unilateral 

declaration should be issued by the countries involved as a 

warning to the Eastern Powers against any change in the present 

political equilibrium in the Southern Adriatic area. 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

It would definitely be in the interest of the Western Powers 

to expedite and promote Albania's neutrality as this would not 

only be to their benefit but it would also lift them from a 

forty year of sterile immobility with regards to Albania. 

It is obvtous that the return of Russia in this nevralgic area 

would mean a constant threat to the member countries of Nata 

especially in case of an outbreak of war. Even discarding this 

possibility, Moscow's presence in Albania would s t ill be far 

from desirable as it would always have its effe c t s _on all the 

democratic countries situated in the particular sensitive spot, 

and this time it would be permanent, in the Meditteranean. 



., 
I 

Due to the recent international situation the Western powers and 

especially U.S.A. should not hesitate any longer in taking 

into consideration the neutralization ~f Albanian territory, as 

this would be the only solution to prevent, sooner or later, 

Russia's occupation of this territory. 

Arslan & Kaplan da Libohova 

73 
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RE. NAVIGATION AND OVERFLIGHT 

Freedom of Information Act - (5 U.S.C. 552(b)J 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIAJ 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIAJ 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIAJ 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIAJ 
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B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIAJ 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIAJ 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 
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