
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library

Digital Library Collections

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

Collection: Khachigian, Ken: Papers 
Folder Title: Inaugural Address, 

01/20/1981 (5)
 Box 1

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/ 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/


draft 

hannaf ord 

Every few years we Americans recreate something of a 

miracle for a nation so vast, so populous and so complex. We 

elect a new President and then we expect -- and get -- an 

oraerly and peaceful passage of power from one administration 

to another:·----------------

We do this without anxiety, for the heritage and the 

Constitution which the founders of our nation gave us makes 

it very natural for us to transfer this mantle of leadership 

and authority. 

In recent weeks we have gone through the latest of these 

transitions. I want you, my fellow citize~B, and especially ) 
President Carter to know how much I appreciate the spirit 

of cooperation which the outgoing administration has accorded 

the transition process . 

Now, the business of the republic goes forward, 

spirit of accord we have found here underscores the 

continuity is an essential hallmark of the American 

process. 

Many scholars have pondered the "secret" of this American 

system of ours. I think it lies in the :sXl!'tnr~M:xl:!:l:ix&H~xf"~ 

unique way we Americans exercise individual initiative, yet 

pull together when it counts. And, together, we reach out 

t o help others. 



.. 

2-2-2 

There is a church in a small New England town which 

these words written above its entrance: "In non-essentials, 

liberty; in essentials,unity; in all things, charity." I 

think that sums up the equation we Americans 

approaching our work as individuals and as a people. 

The individual is the still source of our strength. 

Power flows from the man or woman who casts a ballot, through · 

lr;::kft local government\ to the states which, in turn, xxHst#K 

...sa~anslidL are the source of our federal government. In recent 
s~ 

years there have been ~t~'-.~ who believed that only the federal 
TT 4 -..j ,,.r: y .. -(....a; 

government could solve our problem . he application of 

a common denominator, in many cases, brought unintended results: 
{YI (..4 >d-

new problems as difficult as the ones they were ~t ' a. :di to 

correct. It is time to look at these rules, regulations and 

laws anew. To find out where some went wrong and to get about 

the business of correcting and improving them. And, where it 
w (. 5!., 0 ...JA. n:.c.;: ....... _) 

makes good sens~i si r p the authority and responsbility 
fw. .... .[..,,.1 

and the~sources to pay for programs -- back to the states. 

RMxi:Hgxi:k111·~~xxxr.w8&h •• Xl'!lll!RftXHXKXHRSRXl!H'fRHJfi:Kg. 

During ttrR> recent years the idea grew among some 

circles that individual Americans could not be t~ted to make 

the right decisions; that we as 2J1: a nation no longer 

; ; I bt , 
- i! - .~o~ 
willAshoulder the mantle ofl'leadership, ~~:.~:~1~1~~B!"~ 

gave 
-r:/w.. 

*' ~ fate last yea:r,you, the men and women of 

your reply. You told the world~ that 
do 

you" want 

had the 

America, 

to solve 

~ problems at home and to restore our position of leadership 
J~ 

as a nation.~That is the task before us. 



We are equal to it, of that I am convinced. Throughout' 

the history of our nation~ we have been a problem-solving people. 
~ ~--~ .r .r" ....,, /,.;('-/ 
We-<..,... new frontiers. ~~ Today the frontiers are not of land, 

but of space, of science, of industry, of the mind. When we 
~ ,"?ZX ,_, i.:,; f-1..-.::.. 

see problems, we are restless. We ·u JI to g:;1: &ile~tl Ut'i busjreN> 
a "1 ./ (l'{..._ i'"-1 ;(, v I ,a"....._._,( 

ef - J ·1 g: them. That quality of restlessness;e1 2 
'1 q th;e.:t 

(/ ~ ..:;;;:(' 
i~ell tu uolvs p1 :dr'• llf3 is i'lo 0 ;up ifly administration w:sna :s wants 
~ y-11l..T~·<-¥ · 

to tap{."\Ve are restless, too. We want to get to work so we can 

start solving those problems. 

Today we face economic ~*!!MMT~x~r troubles that are 

unprecedented in the memor~ of most Americans. We face the 

job of restoring the world's confidence in our economy and in 

our leadership. It is a big job. You have elected me to lead 

our nation to smlutions over the next four years, but I can 

do this only with your support, your help,~ your energy. 

Over the days and weeks ahead I shall announce a 
~.rr ~ ~, :. ,,..,,...(. "'c::r: ...... 

number of actions to be taken or propose . Each will be a 

facet of an overall program to restore our nation's e~onomic 

health and its security. None will accomplish M5t miracles 
~~ Ly 

overnight. Progress will come by inchesYrither th~iles. But l-"" ~--1"•.wrf...U.,) 
progress will be made, steadil~ While I cannot promise miracles, 

I do promise to keep you informed of what we are doing, why 

we are doing and what progress we achieve E:S" after we have done 

it. 

/..-,, r,-J;. 
TZ.::<-
/, lf~ ,..,.. 



Our first objective is to get inflation under control. We 
.i-HwilwdRJt 

intend to Jwiit do it with a program that combines tax cuts ~ '-"14itA • 
give people the incentive to save, till invest and 'b9 produce, with 

. cv~ 

.JFJ»~kx~XE:BiE:xXl&el!!da:w.i increased control .C federal spending. We 

have already initiated, during the transition process, a line-by-line 

review of the federal budget so that we can examine every program 

to see where greater efficiency and savings can be made. 

We are also going to-review the mass of federal regulations 

that have grown up around our economj in recent years. Nearly all 

of them were inspired by well-intentioned legislation, but in some 

cases the regulations that followed the legislation have caused 
I 

unduw costs and inefficienc-ies in our economy, not to mention the 

burden they have added to the\ cost o~ the government~doing business. 

There will be no"sacred cows" in this review process . Every 

set of regulations will be examined to see if it is prudent or 

excessive; to see if its objectives can be met at reasonable or 

unreasonable cost in terms of jobs and the prosperity of our people. 
N~ 

Neieh ac are we going to attack these regulations with a wildly 
£":'\ 

swingiJng battle axe. We intend to deal with each one on its merits. 

We need and seek your help r~ght now in this process. If you 

~-know of a case of RZ" undue or excess regulation, please write to 

me about it. 

Balancing the 1ma9ax the federal budget is an important 

goal, too, but not all the things we want to do can be achieved at 

once. Once the full, productive effectX of signficant tax cuts is 

felt by our economy and i&-America is on the move again; once the 

effect of budget economies is felt; and as our products and services 

again become c omp e titive in world markets, then we wi ll find the day 



of balanced budgets Cl'lld r J 7 ia:a tel) rcdee~·' c i • i es close at hand. 



(Khachigian) 

.. ,.. -
POSSIBLE OPENING 

Senator Hatfield, Mr. Chief Justice, Mr. President, My 

fellow citizens: 

Today, once again, the spirit of our democracy endures 

through the peaceful transfer of authority. Marked by 

order and dignity, this ceremony symbolizes the triumph 

of our Constitution and reminds us anew of the wonder of 

\lo.ea-~~our system. 

-:flt. \ We gather not in a closed room, but in the bright 

outdoors. Our meeting is not conducted secretly at night, 

but openly at midday. 

Here, we do much more than memorialize the accomplishment 

of one person or the end of an election process. Truly, 

we reaffirm at this sacred moment that in America the 

people never lose their power; they only delegate it. 

~ r" ~-e-cettoSP.:.il:o4Q""'@~Rl'ttr--1.C .... a:1.rs..:.:i:;t.i;:e:..1r~ . ...c::::ox:: • Y01:U9 E\ill 

~ ~ -a,.... .t.rans i'Eien perioa Ail.Iii b 'ileP j p v a , nahl e to me Your support 

showed a watching world that we remain united and gave our 

citizens reassurance in the integrity of our political processes. 

Thank you.' 



{Khachigian) 

Thirty-eight men before me have sworn to the same 

oath I have taken here today. But that oath ·is not peculiar 

to the office of the President. It is shared by every 

patriotic American -- the solemn obligation to preserve, 

protect and defend the Constitution of the United States. 

In peacetime, Americans uphold ·it by the quality of 

their commitment. In time of conflict, they have upheld 

it with their courage and, many of them, with their lives. 

The exercise of this duty is what holds our society 

together. With it, we can do anything. Without it, we 

would no longer be at one ~n our purpose,· and our nation 

could not long survive. 



,. 

'· 
·~ 

3cu1Jy 

Pre:e.sident Jefferson declared in his First In·augural 

re:;train :men from. injur.ing -·one <L710ther, whlch sha11 leave 

th~!!: ottit"l!rwi zH~ free to r~gulate tnetr own pu:rsui~s . of ~ndustry 

and lcprovu.n:ir_·nt., and Ghall not tak~ trom the rnoutn o.t 

l~hcr thP- ~read it has earned. Thia 1s the sum or good 

• .._· t H go~ t:L nm~n •••• ·. 

Perhaps~ indeed, .t.o Jef".ferson' a calculation som~· 
.i . 

tb1ng~ c}3,0 t>e auot?,-d. ··~ut t,rom- f.~Y1;a- Rfium Of good ~Vernment*' 
,.·:- . . ~- ,. . . ~ 

nothing ca..'1 be delete-<1. 'N~ ~-.government who~e Iaw:s ar·e 
........ . . . 

ha1•rying or 1'5.llpsho(l, wn~~e - en~~rpr1.e1ng ertort 

is choked by · legalistic nuiaance::>, where labur:s ar·e taxed 

on regula~ ti.me~ taxed higher on overtime, and tax~d again 

people. 

for the wily that i~ paid ·£or by the populous. The y bel1eve 

leave room for dream~ to br£ath -- becau~e the y k,rio~. thut 

~ure5t claim to tomorrow. 

. ' I 



., 
!-

-~ .. 

ry. ;;r,-·.·~'!' -~ :t·.::;:~_:~.-,.'n~~'1<.:-·3:'.-~-~~J'.?:;~:~'-~'!1;.··· ~~. 
- .... ____ ...... ·-· ,. ~ ....... 

, ' 
A. Scully 

What raith brought fo~tti this epoch's dawning? 

· That with God'e help~ we zhall prosper! 

· - Never 1n history ha.d the1•e existed gel.1"-governme~~ 

ln ii large and populOUS },an-j • Azaer1C3!1S said~ . "our aize is 

OUr strengthw R Jl.mericiins said, •w.e - B~all proaper! tr 

,. 
·: 

~ Never had democracy survived the eternal clash 

of" class... Americana ea1d 11 "wher"c there i:i 11 ttle, •e w111 

make more." :Americana said JI ""we shal 1 prosver ! " 
~ 

ti·. 
~· .. 

Never had a nation mad~ ha.rmon1Qus the dlgcord at 
"~ ' 

strange tongues~ Amer1ca~3 3aidJ .n~ulr voices are the ~3le ¢f 

proaper!-., our c i ti"ea' :atreeta. ~ Amerio ans B:B-id 2 ""w~ ~1'~11 

To th~ ~keptics~ to the critics. to the doubter~ 

~~-.c • 

~~;: 
:C"" 

{j' '.. 
. ~-~ : r 
antt~· 

•; 
·~~ ; 

analysta. to ·the head-shaktng friends and the ~ist-wav1rig 
( ~· . ' 

. ' 
toes, our attswett was_, and is: W"!tI1 Clod's he.Ip., we ~ha..11 ~rosperf 

.. 
Others said.,. they esnnQt f~ed themaelvea. Our 

..• 

rarmers rilled our rtelds with grain~ to answer "-we snall prosper.w 

Others said,. they e.annot house themselves. Our bUlltlers 

hammered tbelr reply: 
: 

-- Others . said~ they cannot clothe themaelves 1 or heat their 

homes~ Their trucks v111 slt empty, their ractorle8 clo~~s . 
,: . 

Their resources w~ll run out> their spir~t will falter. · · 

To all the litanies or doubt and f"rie.ht 1 an et~ho t"l'•om Jame~to; 

s.nd Pl ymout?\. .lind Independence Hall,, from the Alamo arid 

Appomattox, from times of war as well as peace,. from 

hardship ' arid eras of" ple~ty 1 answers: "With God':; hel,p~ we 
. . 

shall p::-·o~per." •: 



i . 
.. . ....... ,,. .. 

.. 

~·- . 

Michae l A~ Scullv 

In the end, there is only one resource. rt is 

the b~arer of our horn It can be d1spiri.ted, . .:. .. •'J 

~ver~preuent. '· 
It is the 

. ' .. 
but it can never be e . 
resource o 

we· drive to work in vehicles uninvented a century ago. 

propelled by the brainpower . that put to vork a never-- · 
' . 

be~ore-ut1lized black slime. We r1y r~o~ . c~ty to c1ty U1 iaacn1nes th 
' ' 

were· dreamer~• dreams vhen the century began~ w~en a hrether ,. . . . " 

crouched behind an odd contraption 1n Kitty-Hawk~ North ~olina • . . : : . 

.: A m.il.llon. Archimedes could not .. ~.alcu~te with.·. the speecf or 
' .. 

computers we hold in the pal.ma or our bands." Our televisions 

Ca?T'J' piCtUr~a rrom a satellite cross.1ng St\turn'S ·r1ng8:;. 

arid ttie· r:iew:s · ot oul" gathering here tod~y nrl.ss-c.rosses. th~ 

world, riding piggy-back on laser bsams. ' ' 

.. 

is · allowed to t?.xeell. there grows up a cl :tma.te of :·con:fidence ~ 

and tnnovation,. and genlue. Wherever :tndividual.3 be~~.r~i~·'.~om. 
i mproving the general welf'are,, "there rollows· the weal th o.f 

na:ti.onts. Where there is dedlcat.fon ~d spirit and ' faith. i.n ' 
• • • : 1 

i . " ~ ' 

free men and \ft)mtm. new tomo:rrovs ai-c ever dawning., eve".i.9.\~re 
( . 

brightly .. .. ., . ' 

~·· 

,,. / -:;-7, -~ - ----



; __ ...................... ' 

~ ~:~;,,_,:,,~:;':~~l/~*'.~i.~i74:~9¥~1,~;~~'t-~-'."h!}:_~;)~!.;';~~~~ _,,~~ · ~- ::-:-: . ~ ..• x;,.f..,.~: - -·· ~~~ ~:~fJ:.i;_ .... 
- . - -- . . ... -- .,. ___ .. _ . ~- . - . 

MiC~!_el A. Scully 

It ·1s not a$ Rer.ublicans ·or Democrats~ llbe~als or 

conservatives, it is not from party or cau3e th.at w~ 

world .rav~nous for liberty, a · yorld starved fQr stablllty 

thrOt!&~ rellowzhip, that we gather --- az one partyi as one 

point of' view - anc.1 hall this peaceful transrer of' 
-.; 

.authorlty, this evidence that the nation born of liberty 
.0 I• . ~, .... 

endures. 

All else 
. . ' ! .;' .. 

pale5 this day berore the testimony -or our. 
. . 

pr('!$etice, berore 1ta loving· wh1sr>er to those now gone. that 

we are here and that the nation· they· so loved lives on. 

It is their day~ too: loved one~ and ~riends departed, 

our countrymen gener~t!ons gone~ our soldiers who died 

d~fen~1ng ju~t such dayH as this -- and Vash~ngton•s~ and 

Jerrerson's$ H~~lton's and Lincoln's. Theodor-e and 

Franklin Roo5evelt*a. 

Even as they 11,·e today through ua, so tn··t L-ne will the li" 

legacy and our5 pa55 to thoae yet unborn. Thu6 nations~ like 

the familieB Which are the1r strength~ are happiest vh~n 

helping baild the :future .. And S() ~lft y.reatnest or our "pait 
• 

~ cheerz great deeds ye t undone .,. 
• 
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DRAFT A 

National Urban League, Inc. 

The Equal Opportunity Building 
500 East 62nd Street, New Yorlc, N.Y. 10021 

Telephone: (212) 644-6.500 

Our goal is a strong, prosperous America, at peace with 

itself and with the world. To reach that goal, we must enlist 

the efforts of every American. All of our citizens must have 

an equal opportunity to share in the productive work of making 

America great again. And all of our citizens must have an 

equal opportunity to share in the bounty of a revived economy. 

In the common effort to build a strong, prosperous nation 

we must unlock the doors of opportunity for all of our people, 

and especially for those who face discrimination and economic 

disadvantage. By unlocking those doors of opportunity, we .can 

harness the productive energies our nation needs; we can harness 

the idealism and sense of fair play that is the core of Arner_ica's 

strength. 

# # # # 



DRAFT B 

.. 

National Urban League, Inc. 

The Equal Opportunity Building 
500 East 62nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10021 

Telephone: (212) 644-6500 

~ur objective must be a healthy, vigorous, growing economy 

that provides equal opportunities for all Americans. For too 

~minorities and poor people have been forced to bear the 

heaviest burdens of our nation's economic problems. For too 

long, we have tolerated barriers to equal opportunity such as 

discrimination and ·economic disadvantage. 

Putting America back to work means putting all Americans 

to work. Ending inflation means freeing all Americans 

from the terrors of runaw~y prices. An economy that unleashes 

the productive energies of the American people is an economy 

that will also provide equal opportunity. The best anti-poverty 

program of all is a revived economy that ends the inflation and 

unemployment that hits poor people hardest. 

# # # # 



DRAFT C 

National Urban League, Inc. 

The Equal Opportunity Building 
500 East 62nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10021 

Telephone: (212) 644-6500 

A strong, united America is an America finally free from 

, the racism and discrimination that robs so many of our citizens 

of their right to equal opportunity. I finnly believe in equal 

opportunity -- in the God-given right of each and every human 

being to develop himself or herself to the fullest. If some 

of us are chained to limited aspirations and victimized by discrimi­

natory practices, then all of us are kept from realizing our full 

potential. 

My Administration will be Jntolerant of discrimination and 

racial prejudice. It wi be compassionate toward the victims 

of poverty. be committed to fostering racial hannony 

It will be an Administration devoted to 

progr s for all Americans. 

# # # # 



' . 

(After telling what it is, that we are going to try 

to achieve.) Some would call it Utopia, but I call 

it possible. 

To accomplish ·all of this, there is much to change. 

(

But we must never strive for change in the pursuit 

~ of being different. w~ must onl y s t riv e for change 

i 12.._ the pursuit of being better. 

/ 

One hundred years forward, in the year 2081, another 

Inauguration Ceremony · will take place in front of 

this Capitol dome, and another President, as yet 

unborn, will speak to our grandchildren and our great­

grandchildren. It is our prayer today that; he will 

be able to tell them that the road upon which we 

embarked was the right roa d, and helped to bring 

about a century free from the man-made evils that 

have plagued t his world too long. 

We live under no illusion of guarantee that the possi­

ble is imminent, but the road is in front of us, 

the course is set, and asking God to light our way, 

the journey ~as begun. 



Our tax system 'Wah\1 ae .1.en:gs~ 8e a ~ima 1 ty fC?.T 
lflo ; uhe zaaiBliiY8 ;; : a'1hi Cl Hi & It should be an equi ta­

ble system that guarantees !.ill citizens ._ receipt 

of their just rewardl for their hours of labor. ~ ~ 
~ t,.i. ~ ~dj ~ ~ ~a~ c.J' 
Our military posture should no longer surrender to 

the softer phrases of sufficiency or parity or mu~u­

ality of defense forces. We should have supremecy 

in defense so that no citizen of this country has 

to live under threat from a foreign power. 

Our system of free enterprise and the free market 

place of ideas and products should stop apologizing 

to those around the world who condemn us while bene­

fiting from our advances. Our system needs to be 

infused not by the redistribution of old wealth, 

which it has become but by fresh opportunities 

for new weal~h, which it must achieve. 



\ 

The times require us to travel an uncharted journey. 

And so that those who come after us may travel secure-

ly, the times require us to be the map-makers of 

that jour ney. 

The citizens of other nations know that a strong 

America is essential to the security of the world. 

will not abandon their trust in us -- we will 

loyalty with lo_xalty and in so__Q.oin&.a w~ 

abandon t h e j de a l s we hay e set for our--
With our citizens having come from so many countries 

~ o.._neness . comes from America's o penness . Th e s ecret t
ith such varied cultures, the secret of America's 

Cl,f America's unity comes from America's diversity . 

. The secret of America's independence comes from Ameri­

ca's interdependence. Having received the heritage 

of all the great peoples of the world, this nation 

dlb~ not demand that those who enter @l8. give up their 

pride of origin, but rather that they retain it and 

share it with those of other origins. With that 

foundation, our nation will continue to join together 

uncommon heritages in a common ideal the ideal 

of liberty, opportunity, and excellence. 

Freedom is fragile, ~nd it is the 

both of the State and of the spirit. 

responsibility, 

A man circled 

by guards may still k e e p h is spi r it free. A man , 

alone to all horizons may still have his s pirit en--slaved. Chains of iron that bind the limbs of men 

are more easily unlocked than chains of mind that 

_ wJ- Q ind their spirits. Our duty is not only to insure 

'f'. - ~continued freedom oL the S.t fite , but to create -the climate for the freedom o f e ach man ' s spi r it . 

1 f"' 6. j tJ-1-c..;.,) f"i C,,.19.s~ p ..), Ci)U t'" ~ (L 1°t... l ,P.>.C.l I~ •"-C.W 

L. 
0 ,.~...- i.let1 • .l.r P"'rs.. 1

1 u4. 0 14r 1"J~n.J-l-1 ~<l ~.J-,J./w/,.A 
1vl ~'\ ~ • \ J 
'(-(_,~ i .-:>\ '-4•'1 h. •· ~ 0 "y ff ,\1 t..i ~ < ~. -



THE SJlTUJ1.DAY 
EVENING POST 

1100 Waterway Boulevard, Indianapolis, Indiana 46202 

ONE-LINE PHRASES 

317-634-1100 

"Without victory," said Winston Churchill, "there is no survival"--and without 
peace, no one will survive. 

The best way to ensure war is for the United States to be militarily weak. 
The best way to ensure peace is for the United States to be militarily strong. 

To meet the crises of the 1980s, to recapture our economic and spiritual lift, 
we will need new courage--courage to change, courage to challenge, courage to 
lead once again. 

"There are only two lasting bequests," Henry Ward Beecher once said, "we can 
hope to give our children. One of these is roots ... the other, wings." 

America has long been a haven for the talented, and the enterprising, and all 
those who know that progress comes not from government giving more to people-­
but through people giving more of themselves. 

(( My only special interest is America's. 

As we seek to fulfill our nation's promise, we must declare that the American 
Dream cannot be exclusively a white, or suburban, or upper-class domain. 

The time has come for the federal government to stop telling people how to 
conduct their lives. 

The time has come for working men and women to stop being bulldozed by 
those who profess to be the self-anointed jury of all that transpires in 
American life. 

If our leaders are respected, our country will be respected. What we need 
are leaders to match the courage of our people. 



One-Line Phrases Curt Smith 

Americans have made this the richest, most compassionate, most caring nation 
in the history of mankind. Today, as two hundred years ago, they deserve the 
right to chart their ongoing lives. 

I want the Federal Government out of our nation's schools--and I want the 
Faith of our Fathers back in. 

No job is trivial if it places bread on the table. No job is menial if it 
provides for one's children. No job is demeaning if it leads to self -reliance 
and self-respect. 

What Americans have always shown is courage--and from her leaders, we 
rightfully expect courage, too. 

I want a nation where we speak less of shortage s and more of supoly--less 
of 'Washington Knows Best' and more of individual pride. 

I want a nation in which government is given back to the people--and in 
which citizens at the conununity level are involved directly in the decisions 
which influence their lives. 

Together we can make America the last, best hope of freedom, the last, 
shining light of mankind. 

Times change--but idealism does not. Times change--but principl e s do not. 

Political values without moral values cannot sustain a nation. There is no 
state religion in America--nor should there ever be--but spiritual principl es 
were rooted in our nation's origins and always must be. 

The time has come for government to assist those people who deserve help-­
the millions of Americans who go quietly about their daily endeavors; who 
work and save and pay their taxes; who lend steel to the fiber of America; 
who lend thrust to the American Dream. 

Everyone speaks of rights--but few speak of responsibilities. What we must realize-­
and what too many of our leaders ignore--is that America cannot remain a splintered 
society of many conflicting parts. 

We must prove again that moral identity is the rock upon which our greatness rests. 



One-Line Phrases Curt Smith 

//' To protect our environment, we do not have to bankrupt America economically. ll. The worst environment of all is to be cold, hungry, and unemployed. 

Our's will not be a free world for any of us to live in until it becomes a 
free world for all of us to live in. 

What must America's legacy be? 
A code of life and pride in achievement; a belief that America has tasks 

that need meeting, waiting for hands to meet them; a conviction that as we 
follow our principles, we can be lifted by our dreams. 

Writing once about this country's past and future, Carl Sandburg spoke much 
about each in three simple words that became the title for one of his most 
eloquent poems. 

"The People, Yes." 
The People, Yes. They are high school teachers, general druggists, 

retired workers, and men who own their farms. They live on the mountains of 
New Hampshire, in the flatlands of South Carolina, and in the teeming steel 
towns of Ohio. 

The People, Yes. They come from the ranks of those who are truly our 
best and brightest--Americans who believe in family life and religious fiber, 
in the values and convictions which have made this country great. 

The People, Yes. These Americans do uphold the law. They share its precepts 
and underscore its ideals, and cherish the decent stability that makes progress 
possible and life worthwhile. 

Tu make our government more responsive, to reaffirm our lost identity and 
pride, we must remember that this nation exists for its people--not the other way 
around. 

Our goal is an uplifted democracy--one in which equality and opportunity co­
exist, and where freedom can prevail. 

( If we do not stand up to our enemies, soon our enemies will be standing over us. 

( If we betray our allies, soon we won't have any allies left to betray. 

We must befriend our allies--and give them the respect they deserve. We must 
treat our adversaries as such--and demand from them the respect we deserve. 

Our's is a chance to enrich America, and by so doing, to help America enrich the world. 
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suggested Remark.$ for rnaJgUrlll h1:kess 

w ,.·a.in that Wild it." As \lie set our rrii."lds and hands to t:.he -worX 

with ~ ~ m::.:m?nt as I Inr"lke a cf1011 prayer of my tNrl asking •.b'.i' s. 

blessing CD the~~ lring us t.o this place. 

Almi.9ht:y God, gra.'lt that I and t.1use 'liiiD join with me rt:N in 

the exe=utl'\---e responsibilities o! ttlis ~nent may fll~T.X 

stray r~ tt1e £1rm ~J.~bS of th.:r •. <i-orJl:.; by ....t-~ch lR 

~...ience,. and that telariee of faith anQ, tuni Ji ty Wrich al.me 

can deter' persistence in a ·bad ca.g;;e Upugb ~t bi: ccr~ve:.1 
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~tl~~~ of a.u- peqile, mt a means to ~t; that 

~e..--er uir . di.ff~, ;.e shall 1Jl ~ w:ird and deed be 

suided by the ~1 to be ~ Of wr her"i~, eqwll t:o OUr 

pt;sterity, m:!d ~irlq or-~ Q'°.l!l.-~ .. Arren. 

• • • • • * * t * 

n-.e i.~~\ ot $1 ~.1'.ican President m.........:<a a new tegin:ning in 

an old ·am."enture • • • ~ ooc~ o! ~ and an adm::Jw.1..edgment of 

contir!Uicy& 'ft.ie i.'"Y:Jtitrr-...ials l11hidl bd.lllJ us to thts ~ion~ 

~-uw11~ rrore than UiC CEn.tnries a;p. By f't...istncy' s reckeni.i1g we 

are the l«lrlilt 0 01~ ri.::public. y~ ~ in the wrld ia the 

wt.ion of liberty mJre fresh and ~lw; ~ 00 the ohliq;: 
c 

7 • 

theY ~~ ~ fenoentl~ -

qenera.tion frcm another, €n5hri.ned ~=at~1t, ~.Jon ~~ o:pricinus 

~tio:l .as <Jl..lides to rJatirna.l. act.itD, felled a ~1.dtut, tlnrl ~ 

a JRXkcry Of ~~at.ic ~t.. 

1'i.o dff-...-Des ..p we e:um:yt:d f:!OO\ ~ ~of healing aOO. restnr­

at.icx1 af+-er the r~ Of i'Jxld war "f"";itO ~¥1 ltoree, a time of 



events W-ri.ch ~ Met"ican nation~~ QVer' t..~ past brielty 

'~· Ne\.~ suc.:cessf'.tl.ly cMilt;!f"z;Je1 fn:m wit~# ~ tMwe !aced 

tbe IlI)St ~y thr~t of all: the tlu-Jrt.. t~rce ad.th.i.-i • " • to cur 

* t * * * * • • * * 

fil~""r1~ ~~r+~ 

'llle fundmEtlW troth with whicil the ~1s.,an experiS"Ce COlftalts 
. . 

us :Le t.})ar ~ 1$ ;l:)t. !l"'ee. 1bJ5e l!fO. te..l.teve otherwise ha--1e Only 

to l.odt. to t:be ~ ~-t1nies of t:hvae liiV ~tted their l.i~, 

~-i.r ~~' aOO. their~ ~sin decl.aring thl:it ~Were a :. 

free p!3.)Fle. Fciw ~ suffering for tit~ rdlle. acts. 'l'he- l.ibBtty 

It has; ~ ~t ~:it~ deal·ly. 

We have re right to t10Ui. tt.~ ~icW gift Ughtly, or to' 

~ that:. ~ cun eijoy lt: wit:h:iut:. .sacrifice. 

Yet; neither have WI.!~ to~ that the S<:ICX'ifieeS neeried 

Par it is the object. of liberty to~~ the lives of ill, ~ 

not. to limit the rar~ of man's p:X.ential Or b:> level the ~its hs 

mfiY enjO'"j t.hn:ugh hi.o 9911~, hi.a courage, il?ld his toil.. 

******* 
~ Per.icl~ spake to his fello,.; AtOC~"U..ans at t..1le en of the 

f trst: }~ of the Pel.opn-x~ian Wai, h2 sp::lke to a pocple ~..en atrl 

ur~ Of .t.he.J.r destiny. 



,--- -

{i«UI}-4 

He ~M ~ rmtlr,o.llng tl'Ji~ ot t.l)eir r~t.ie:a as a ~ 

~le, L~ first being to their~' saying: ~dwelt ln 

aticn, arrl handed it d."'1Wn frOO to the prt--ent t.too by their vAlor. • 

He raiii...~ tr.an Of their ~in the cyus Of the wor-ld Of thut 

day, saying that •.:tn ~ errterpri.ses we ~t the aingulm:- ~~lo 

II 
of da!;i.'1q and ;1eHhera.tim.·· 

He fit\i..~ with this a.s.sur~: •Great will be }UUr gfilcy in 

rL'rt falli."1g aurt Of }Qlr ~ char~""ter •• 

In being true to azr natialal dliJrocter we shall ~ our 

o~.-19~1 to-OJ.l.". ~it.age,~ the demands Of~ \Ml day, md 

mtsk~ Om:$PA ~ \!Orthy of f-J;b.U."e esteem. 

"* * * * * * Ir * * * * .. 

runes tic 

My fellow~~.$, t.~ ~before us will rct be defined~ 

. .. '• .... 

. . ~ . ... , - r-.-_,......,.....-- ·- --: ..,._ 
nE'!tll programs, rut 1:¥" old precepts. 

t * * * 111: * * * 

materialistic people. It is ~'le mn:k of i'! di~ipl1ncd, ~, 

c:reutiw people ~ pride is in their self-reliance~ 

The creatiOn Of WBtllth 1s r'J;) note than a~ of these 
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• * ~ * * * * * 

, 
oourage ~....e new jobs, new ~if.JS,. new ~th «KI new opportlmities 

fqr a richer life fOr llPX'e peq;>le; to the &ti &. t1v'i ortJ.w! Nd tlle 

craft:Si.!Bl 'Wix> interpret ~-·re:.;1.~terpr-et ·am. enrich air· CUltUra; to 

r tiave ~..en to then in t.he ~ they mar..e, ~ tlJe ·families they 

prt)vlde ta:, in the~ b~ nai.'lt.cdn. 

Md tOOl'l 1.s one special ~ Of hct-.:Je$ that I wish t.o adt­

n...,...-1~ on th.is co-.askm, a gn:up ~ L~~ and weil-bei."'lg I 

intend "tt> ~tcil O\ie!: with the solicitude Of a father, and with the 

respect. of UJe .L~, :&$~are all indebted to them. 
. 

Trwrt- 9r'C1UP iS ~ ~ nErt vu b::1.re the bat.ties of Viet:nam. 



~ ~J ~ ~, h-J S}iri:Dl and significant. ac-t...ia1 .. 

We suffer ru dero:"th of~ in Ud.$ lard; ~ we haVt; ~Y ~!e.red 

• * • •. * * • • • 

~ ~ love th.i.~ l~ ~MY t.el..U.n9 of it., yet-..: a..""'e 

IDt carplacm.t nor- bli.~ txJ t1U;e fi1illng1; ~· .nicn ~~are~~ 

fJ( ~--1 others denied. f:!:rerica is mt a f i.n.isbed ~· rut mi Orr·~101l'Jj 

l ( a&;.41."etitUre, and t.lx:l!Se lilt-a:> are inpatient fur perf ect1on bk:e ai than­

s0l ~a spx;W t')bli.g~ion to ¥aj.gh tJwrlr uroent. ideals L91 the 

balance cf a history marked cy- ste«tr ~ion Of ~ u .. ~rty §¥} 

~.ity. 

begiru11tlg .tts ~'torati.al by its ~sial; that he slDuld app.roach 

to the faults Of the Stute ~ to the ~ of a f~th;g, with pja.m 

C5E and tremhl..ing solicitude. a 

Il!s ~ iU"e oo l....as ctXJ€!1t. today, fur ~ fairic of Ji11i:;wtl 

trust ~ li\ieh our \-IQle history is painted and bes-.ieath mi.ch we 

shelter tt;)d.T.t is \1 fratJ1.lc thl.ttg, ~re ea~Uy tern. than mended .. 

* * * * * * * * * 

a amen sense tells us .:that tJvs.e ~ rnwe the l~t ~~ 1n "' 
' 

s:.:1ety have the least interest in its preservation. And a>, cut Of 

..... sinple self-interest, if mt a.imOn ~")11 we trus t re diligent to 

$00 t.hat. ever~ citl2en has sudl a stake, i:Dj that our .in:;tituti~ 

Oi'.:.nprehmd ID disti.rci:i~ ~~ t.he. l~~ GS!nf9 US~ the :mat. 
. . .. . . . 
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At the ~ tiIOO, tnt-J1 COl!IIDO sense .and hL:."'"t:Orical. experieoce 

~us that we cannot i.n .... c;titrtion~i4ro ca~ion a1'J mak¢ it. tt~ 

~ibillt.y of the state witlv.rt making its . ~ipumt.$ ~d$ of 

the stat.et ~l~l objer.""ts of a cold, mect>.anized and grtrl:Jing 

charity. 

We IlllSt find mr ~ br:ldt to th.:::tt ~ir..e, rob,ist. caip;sscdnr1 

Ml.1ch f~ fl"Cll' the human heart, lrbich is, fOurXiErl in love and 

~~' sb:.er~3htm.W the na-""J.oo, ancl def~~ true pat:riotisn. 

For b::>w can we love our country and nJt love~ o:iunt.~'f? 

.AOO lDw can we love our OAIDtr'ilfM ~ l'Xlt reach out to lift him 

w~ oo falls, heal him \tben he is sick, ·Cl~ him~ he is . 

~, and rt\~ him~ ~le aix! occasion to self-sufficl~'"Y !:&':> 

that he si:d.rxkequru, with U$ i.n tact and oot just in t:heocy? 

r telieve that the con&cienoe of non, ~tt.Ed to th its 

Wi'.lrk, Will()';;)~ tx> ~tore wr s.x:;iety and tl1irt ~ - . 
a:m:lty \1Chich rs· the life t'~ of a decent ariet:y than all too 

~ ever-~ tr c ~!-interested :t:ur~. 

* * * * * * * * 

~- Free net1 u..,Oerstand the ~erelCe ~ tein9 pr~ 

of history; '4rich is a novcl EUld conupt thesis, and being prisencrs 

of tJ1e state and it.s idsilogy .. - ~ch is the l.r-$:.a~ realit.y of life 

for .a large part of tJ_E ...:>rld's peq;>le • 

• * * * * * * · 
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cc:rq..i~ ·tiy f-c.rce, rut it is rJ'.>t ~Y p:>ssible to r::pvern by · 

!orce .. This is t~ meaning Of GVUlt{; in eastern Eurtfle ~y. :tf 

there is a thre.::it to ~ .in the ltOrld. tJ::day, it ~ frQn ttll.1 

fact tlnt t}T~'"mY and tim bumi'&'*\ $pirit aJ:e rDf; ~t1hJP .. 

'It2 ~ to world peac~ tr.xky ~ not. fit:m any ~ 

effort t.o inp>Se a totalitaria1 systan on the free WJrld,° :tut nithm:-

'the.re is m inlle.~t. instability 1n any JDliticru. ~~ :L~ 

"wtiich the state is exalt.el al:ove the ~le, - the mass ah:1\>c U.e 

itrliviQu,al1 in ~ch the ~t is not ~tative Of the 

will of the people,. and th(! pr.;:ple have r.o ~ to d1a.l'lge the . 

~t: .ln ~ truth is ll 9t"aYe threat, i1lXl in "'"dch lunanity':s 

unquenchable thln..t t-ar liberty is ~ £r.i.ghtening spector *.!ch 

hangs over erJ&Y dcl..ileraticn .. 

1':#!*.**** 

l.J .. we are to J:mvu ~ in the q ld, then tie DUSt ~ the 

w::n:ld ~ 1-t is and not as we ~ it tD be. ~ nust. Bee oursel.~ 

1n the eyes of the i;l(:mlder .. 

'ITicre are ~ ~ bt~iwe, er EaY they m, that if the 

United State:i ~ld only uniiatcrally di.sar:m it~lf, then ou.r 
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tfu ·\!Qrld at last. 

Ttv..JsG \!lfJ'.) ··~~ t.ltls aiek 'the ~i~.t of the oot::r::i.ch. R>r .. - -
~ . ·r . . . . 

· ;-pt.bing is· nore certID.n tl'-.a:t\ this:! . 1.Ih:>se ililO rula ~ fort..'""e are· 
. .· ~~~ .... 'j ~:~ 

·~to' live in fear, and th:>sc '1rh:> live in fem:- will always 
1 • ~: ... 

a:>nstitu""..ei a thrrot to tie camDTl ~of~-

• * • ~ * • * ~ • 
• '· uf t 

It> ps:ple dOOlre ~ nore fervently than Ci,ll" CT.Cl .. m r~~ 

s:ibU.~t.y rest:s -ncre h&~ily a-1 the s.~1lden; Of a PrE:Zidcnt. than 

the ~~1bili~y f~ preaervin9 ~pea.~, and so pre&erv-1.n9 the . 

lives Of hU CQUJ'l~- and tl)e li~~ of our an ies. . ' . . .. 

. ... 'JI!******" ' 

to the ~, and ~ shall eJCflEC"t our all~ to d::l the aanE. 

n-eeaan is .indi.vi.ible, arld 90 is the r~ib.Ui.tjr for defen:Uni 

lt. · 

• .. * ~ * * ~ * 

We . 00 ra:>t wish to --~:riii......:e Our "SDciai"" ~ ai'd our . enicmic 

weli.-··:bei.'19 to b.11ldiDiJ a:ano· uDj. -~ .. a5 ·others in the world d:>. sut. 
·- .... ... ... .. ..... .. . . 

we !W.all aJSUre t.~ our arna arrl ~ m:mt.cs ~ sufficlmt:. And~ 

$h411 taJ.~ further conf~ frcm the kl:el'iledtje tnt:.t r;Q ~in 
.. ... . 

. ... .... .. ..... .. .. - .. - ... . 
- . We have diff~ with t.hcse J:ower:& .'flllhich b">ld t..11e · ~-of . 

./~\,J·L kt.,,._ '.)~ ·{...y fL:t ~~-.J · ·+· f1,.J. .,f..c..,-JL.. "'h> f>~: t..1,. .. tLc..C.E .j .. ~J. ~-~ 
c..~ s.4\ 1\. \lu.:t w& ~ .Jt.vL..-~6\;~ °'~'t {-l-"•·t..~ ~r f'L"-C.( \ A."''-- ·"""......,.,,_ 

~ :- - ~tt~if·~"· .. rBttl~i?:'ti"I l.!~-i.-t,if~l~:tt~Zl;f~:_Jt-l:J.~i -r-~~.: ;l ~1- ,,.~:r-1fj£ff ~·!~ 
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But f.irnilly, un- course~ be~ tJ.j tr.at p:>:int Uµx-. ~ "WB , 

il the stat.e; mid i1 the w:.n-ld' s olde$t ~~ 

f.t-oe ~ld,.. ~t 1.s the ~t of 

many areas h=J ~ ttgpery in me 1ow, gf W-6'JWJ1?cna1 ~· 
r . -

We. too art! the prcxilct at a revolut~ •. 

:r will forward .::Jdd.itionaJ. BBtedal I includJ fSJ md:ir>JS ~ tiafL 

~· ~~ a!&l warm n.'9~, 

~ 

1·•· 

.- ~ 

f 



(Khachigian) 

January 1, 1981 

Reagan Inaugural Address 
First Cut 

past. k. cS)tlR:QQli z e 3 --a -sr; umplirt e f Q\H? eeBetit"W:tisa ehat· -­
~~~A ) 
- / ~j!!__amatic Ii changf ,...can be marked by x11:aL01ax:rieq x•1iKm:i:~za~llJli: 

what is almost the routine of order and dignity. 

x ..... £ '~~-{_~~ 
, This act truly 1fXB~t[jhe wonder of the ~ 
Qtem~ers4'1'C88 te g•••rn onrmti~. /~asW:~ 

the right of free men and women to govern themslves, to 

determine their own future and to shape their children's 

destiny. 

II ; ::&, l.Je do more than memorialize the accomplishment 
-::. 

of one pers on or the end of an election process, ~. 

~ ~ reaffirm at this 'ltrtr "it&.& solemn moment that in 

America the people never lose their power; they only 

delegate it. 

the 

we g her not in a closed room, but in 

Our lmeetirrg is n co 

but in the openn midday. 

In recent weeks, we have gone through the latest of 
I 

Am . , ZZCJ::$!.i:. f h . . d I erica s transition o t e ~ presi ency . want 

you, my fellow citizens, and especially Prsident Carter, to 

know how much I appreciate the spirit of cooperation which 

~ the outgoing administration has accorded us through'trtu 
Lii. 

this process. 
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~ 
J:oy~ £~ s~owed a watching world that we remain 

united/ and i~ countrymen reassurance in the 

integrity of our policitical pMPrrzne processes. 

Now, the buessiness of America goes forward, and the 

spirit of accord we have found here underscores the fact that 

continuity is an essential hallmark of •l : our democratic 

process. 

Thirty-eight men before me have sworn to the same 

oath I have taken here today. 9 a1iiEISR But that oath is not 

peculiar to the office of the President. 

every patriotic American ~e solemn obligation 

protect and def end the of the United States 

\ The 

is what 

in nation 
are 

Today; we ia111m1n1vt•amm tested once again. Across 
,~,-c.r,~ 

the land we are confronted by an economic eris~• of 

"" 

them, 

major pr9portions. True, we are not faced with questions 

of literal human survival, nor are we confronted with 

inuninent financial disaster. 

But by every reasonable standard we are up against RH 
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a national economic challenge demanding our m~st u~g~nt 

attentton. The problems today are great, but the problems 

of future years will be even greater if we fail to act. 

We must act today in order to preserve tomorrow, and 

act we will. 

I did not take this solenm oath ·today to preside 
steady 

over the RENRl!Dai'.x/dissolution of the strongest economy 

in the world. 

We are faced with a peacetime inflation which 

is extraorindary in the history of the United States. 

It has xs distorted economic decisions ima\mexxEXxxiuttx 

for every American; ~HRxx~ke penalized thrift; shattered 

the lives of those on fixed incomes and threatens now 

to poison our future economic wellbeing. 

If this trend continues uninterrupted, xx more 

than our economic instituions will suffer . We will see 

social and cultural upheavals xkax sHXM of major proporitions. 

We are faced with a system of taxation that places 

on the American people enormous financial burdens that are 

as unfair as they are unwise. Our tax system should be an 

equitable system that guarantees all citizens receipt of 

their just reward for their hours of labor. It should not 

be a penalty on successful achievement. 

Across this nation, our economic problems have taken 

on human dimensions which presses us xs on to find solutions. 

The indign~ty of unemployment; the m±xex~xs family misery 

and suffering; these have already damanged too many lives. 



We will need to do our work 

nation is now confronted wit affliction of 

major proportions. 

Thel!e opinion on what faces us, much dispute 

~XHX a er the terms we apply. But let us quit kidding ourselves 

a speak the truth. We whould be the last ones to decieve our 

selves. 

qhis joint commitment is needed now as much as 

ever before because our nation ins confronted with an 

econmic affliction of major proportions. There may be 

disputes over xmrn how to define our troubles but common 

sense tells us thatxki:x this gr~roblem n..21~~ _ ~ ~ 

defintion. lf :~ t~fe """'~!,,~ every Qay, 

"""'- I~es t ~ e of H very Amer· itizen 

i form or the other 

We suffer ~HXK the worst sustained peacetime inflation 

in our history. This extraordinary HEERmTJXE problem is 

dramatically distorting t~economic decision5(}tft.at a~e 
~ It penalizes thrift. It crushes the 

struggling young as well as the fixed-income elderly. 

It threatens, no less, to shatter the lives of millions of 

our citizens and poison our future economic wellbeing. 

True, this and measures of the economy do not 

bring us face to face with literal human survival or imminent 

financial disasters. But we must not deceive EHXXH ourselves, 

to continue down the path we do now offers x~sx~~ social, 

curlutrula and politial upheavals of otentially tragic porportions. 
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We havea system of taxation which punishes ext ra 

production and is out of all proportion with our current 

needs. Our tax system should be an equitable system that 

guarantees all citizens receipt of their just reward for 

their hours of labor. It should not be a penalty on 

successful acheivement. 

If you measure where we are in purely human terms, 

Today America does not enjoy the full use of every 

~xax possible producer because our idled industries have 

cast millions into unemployment. This is xkxxma the 
dimeniosion 

most sadly human/of our economic adversity-- :faxxexxxg 
and 

«EX EHX causing human misery/ promoting ~R personal 

indignity.HRH 

be honest with ourselves, don't we now 

see how we pay the piper for the ~eaxxxax«x~exxxxax decades 

of living beyond our means -- piling deficit upon deficit; 

ignoring budgetary realities, and mortgaging our future 

-..fo~e temporary convenience of the present. 

. The problems today are great, but they are only warning 

signals becaue if we fail to act the problems of the future 

will dwarf those of today. 

My fellow Americans, we must act today in order to 

preserve tomorrow. 

I did not take this solemn oath today to x~e preside 

over the steady dissolution of the strongest economy in 

the world. 
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unprecedented economic problems will not disappear. ~ 

were HaXXXXHNXXHXEmrci:H~XXJUi HaXXXXE:H long in coming, 

and they will not be quick in leaving. There will be no 

Progress will come by inches and feet, not 

by miles . ~llXXXRxxax~x But there will be progress, because 

there has to be progres s. 

Let us begin with the ak honest realization that many 

of the problems created in our economy axH came about not 

because· of decisions people:Xk made as xax to how to spend 

their resources but kHEHK because of decisions the government 

made to tell them what to do with their resources. 

I begin with the proposition that we must not turn 

to the government for every answer to our problems.kxx 

We must turn to ourselves. Bxxxxxx:imexxsxxxo~xxaak±Hgxfax 

immx±xaxw:axxkl!IXH 

1" fl:a1,,re fait:h-):Uienever our nation f aces great problems 
1 

:Z: 
rz>/a.,CL-~~..:.. -- ~ 

-o'f't~~ai~~the first principles which founded illiis 

QXiuRl! country. They were simple truths - - t!.!II<l i:a the. 

words of that ~t doeueea~ 
~ ~ - •{;;;:laiott _) 

~J1=1iat g6"?ernments derive 

consent of the governed. 

"self-evident truths" -- -amoag 

their just poVers from the 

~ 
~ 
~ . 
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peo 

the government has grown so much and the people's power has 

accordingly diminished, the critical qusetion of our time 

is: who is the servant and who the master? 

The founders of the American experiemnt Jillllllie .clearly 

understood the perils of power invested so heavily in 

nation 

And today, their wisdom should be of even greater meaning 

to us. 

For the era of the complex socity, of advanced 

technology and mass connnunications, has given to government 

a sweeping new dimension of power and even greater capacity 

for mischief. As it xakaxxR~sxx±xxJ.tX£ absorbs more and 
right 

more the power of the people and takes from them the/Ea~XE.Xjqc 

~ to make decisions, it enhances its own ability to destroy 

/.+~~ other vehicles of social change. 
-YI A ::~L · I 
~/~/ We know that the true glory of our nation includes, 

~~· but also transcends our governmental iluix± institutions. 

~ ; We are and have always been a nation that has a government 

and not the other way around -- and that is what makes us 

special among the nations of the earth. 

~kex~xs£SHRHX~lllf.XXXX 

We must reverse the growth of htexxaxe state befor 

the growth of hte state reverses the course of America. 

The goal of my administ ration is going to be to reduce 

the size and influence ~x of goverrunent in the United 

States in order to reduce its ability to further drain the 
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energies of the greatest resrouce we have -- the people. 

We must re-examine the institutional arrangments 

that have grown up piecemeal over the years. Does anyone 

think it is a coincidence that the greatest of our economic 

problems have grown in tandem with the massive growth of 

government in our lives? 

As the 

we can pl 

1 decision-making has diminished, 

creased dislocati in t ~~of 

Centraliza · and concentration of pewe-r - -all 

have depersonzliaed the goerment. 

9~~ischarnge of my duties, I shall be guided by 

a careful observance of the distinction between the powers 

granted to the Federal government and those reserved to 

the states or to the people. There is a need for all of 

us to be remijnded that the states created the federal 

government; the federal government did not create the states. 

We'll work toward the goal of ensuring that the 

the government exists to expand the choices of the people 

instead of limiting them. The government must find opportunity 

not deter it . The xx~XR government must XH.ekxiux~RHE foster 

productivity in our society and not stifle it. 

During recent years the idea grew among some circles 

that individual Americans could not be trusted to make the 

right decisions. Well, for too long we have allow others 

to do our thinking for us. It is time to do some thinking 

of ourown. 

Are W'Eil qualified? The answer is an unequivocal, yes. 

Our capability is build on a bedrock belief in God and in 

traditional virtues that have stood the test of centuries. 



page 7 

notion 

f o 
· ot make o 

equalizer. 

We don't want to do away with "* government; we 

just want to make it work. '.f.kHx:fu:tHXllXHXxinaint:i«xxibqum:dx 
~ 

SHXXXg»Jll!X:mmDlXXXRXXXXXXHHS lllllXXRllXXXBll "!f e want to hve 

it work with us and not over us; fo h~e it stand :1' 
our side, not on our back. 

answer 

doms . ~ 

on that is 

We seek to revitalize the propoer functions of 

government and xsxXllxxiBsXllXXRllxKHXg~ once again set 

loose the energy and ingenuity of the American people. 
e. 

We must breath life ~ into those social and concomic ,... 
institutions which serve as both buffer and bridge bet ween 

the individual and the state. 

So today we issue no empthy promises or easy 

rhetoric . It is enough to speak the truth and to have 

quiet confidence in what is H:i known so well -- tjat the 

government must ex ist to guarantee our freedomes . And unless 

we as indvidulas are free, we «X JdiX canoot have a nation 

that is free. 
r-

When we rest ore that freedom, I am confident 
~ 

that in good time susta ined propsperity and economic vitalit y 

will be ours again . 
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upon you ,_ my fellow citizens, to embark with me on a 3r mz 

w n&&m IUlllilEll• determined era of renewal . Our strength, 

our spirit, our faith, our determination and our courage 

itt:ex:kl\Ex:faaaJa:K. must be a part of this renewal . 

We hear it said that because of our current 

difficulties our nation is doomed to an inevitable decline. 

Well, I do not believe in a fate that will fall on the 

United States of America no matter what we do -- I do believe 

in a fate that will fall on the United States of Amerca 

if we do nothing . If we take direct action against our 

difficulties and confront our £~ problems, we will not simply 

endure -- we will £~ prevail. 

are too great a nation to be 

dreams. And in renewing ourselves, we will 
+D 

each of those dreams . 

and stay 

Those who I know a1: not ~ A.ii direct action 

B1llinu are the builders of America.,.., ~Jiil!Hr:!!Z::lt=l11e1eicc:d•••-==z11::psa;m~• 

the unsung heres of our daily existence -- the illlll laborer 

Hfllt1111 upon whose back a rich nation rose up; the farmer whose 

struggles with nature feed this nation and much of the world 

beyond; the entrepreneur whose vision and initiative and 

courage create new jobs, new goods, new wealth and new opportuni ties 
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for a richer life for more people; KM the artist , XHB the 

artisan and the craftsman who interpret and re- interpret 
These are 

and Xlfll enrich our culture . I the makers, creators and 

producers of America . xa 

Indeed, at the heart of our HKXXEH great national 

renewal are those individuals and famileies whose work 

keeps us strong and whose sacrifices keep us free , whose 
fuel the government KBR and whose 

taxes/xHB voluntary donations perform the works of charity 

and mercy, whose values sustain our national life, whose 

patriotism is ~ quiet but deep . 

To these men and ~ women, whose rERX role is so often 

overlooked, and whose voice is so often drowaeed out EH 

by the clamor of other, E louder lDll.EX voices, I say today : 

Your time has come . 

Your ~ values have a home in Washington. 

Your dreams , kE~ex your hopes, EH your goals, are now 

wehre they should be, at the ~kxx heart of this gorvernment . 

No longer shall you be the XHR indivsible men and women 

of this nation. No longer shall your values and your 

sacrifices be taken for granted. You are not alone , wherever 

you ar~ ~ {)..t._ ~ 
1"~-2 .. ~ great national renewal wi:ll b f9: s silrJ e 
,1' - · th~-,...._ 

without/who have not alwyas had the opportunity to be a part 

of what we do. 

Thus, putting America back to work means putting all 

AMericans back to work . Ending inflation means freeing all 

AMericans from the crushing burden of impossible prices. When 

we have an economy which unleashes the productive energies of 
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our nation, then we will also open our doors to give 

equal opportunity to everyone. The best anti-povdrty program 

of all is a revived economy that ~xsxi:iex provides a bigger 

pie instead of cutting the existing pie into smaller pieces. 

To the men and women who have not gained full 

participation in Ameican society, I say today: 
national 

Our xxex/renewal KKK maxx ~Hid calls us to renew 

the quality of our compassion. 

For how can we love our country and not love our 

KEHX countrymen? And how can we love our countrymen and 

not reach out to lift him when he falls, heal him when 

he is sick, clothe him when he is naked, and raise him by 

H.X~RXXRliXBKKXXXXHHXXRXXRXXXXH££ the extension of opportunity 

to self-sufficiency so that he stands RJ:UiX~ RH~x equal in 

fact and not just in theory? 

Renewal at home must be a foundation which xxxim.~kxex 

strengthens us to face a restless world outside our borders. 

W t..J°'/'I ( f 1r2 ld . h ·11 . w e ~ ace t wor wit no 1 usions. e are 

at peace, :.kkal!iii£ but there Jell are too many foreces at work 

·~od at vsli ur to threaten the peace. And freedom's sweet music 

does not play for hundreds of milllions of human beings on 

1,:~ ~s L..ar~·,--!r#~ ~~ d.,_ 
From her beginning, the United States of America has ~ 

sought friendship and alliance with ~ nations that 

share our dream of freedom. When they have sought our help, 

we have given it freely, and we continue to do so. We 

have no wish to buy their sovereignty with our help because 

our own sovereignty is not for sale. 
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To our neighbors, we extend an inveitation to strengthen 

our historic ties. We will look to mutually beneficial 
your 

relations and not impose on xkeix/sovereighty nor intervene 
your 

in dm±x/ internal affairs. But to those who pose as 
you 

neighbors kKx while seeking to export terrorism,sx/will have 

neither our support nor our goodwill. 

To our historical allies, I say you will x±tHB.xx find 
reliable. 

thatonce again the word of America will be/xxRRx Our support 

will be steady. Our commitment will be firm. We will match 

loyalty with loyalty, and in so daoing, we will never 

abandon the ideals we have set for ourselves. 

-1}~/ ~t~~J, our a llies does Dot mean. 

iiyi n g up our !<dears=: ~g our interests does not require 

1 . . h" .~ i 1 ~"" ~rz ..... ~ J..- /\-,__, ing our pricnp es. ~~ J · - , ~7 ~Ji... ,,,., n _ _ 
,_.,__ ;_+;_.Jr-1 ~ ~ ~ ~,,, 

To the vast worYd on the outside of the realm of ~ i4_ 
,_'lllHHt!MHlll!!!KR material wellbeing, I say that we will seek 

to have you know us for our compassion as well as our 

strength. We ask that you look at us for the example we 

provide and to be assured that we will always be able to 
~ ,~, 

share ..the C ~,[ ca1 i: 1 a Ll 1 r;i i f'tio_ with those still 

~ fighting the most basic elements of survival. 

But all the world should also know that we will not 

apologize for our system of free enterprise and the free 

market place of ideas and Tlmlt products -- especially to 

those who condemn us while benefiting from our advances. 

imlfKXXXXXHppBX1£.~kxxxixBKX-J!HHX~'il!xxB.R.:dxXH.XBKXEHKXXHH 

Let the world worry less about the redistribution of old 

wealth and more about creating massive new opportuntiies 

xaxs for producing new wealth for everyone. 
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To the enemies of freedom and to our potential 

adversaries, we remind you that RR peace 'is the highest 

aspiration of the American people . We will negotiate for 

it, sacrifice for it, but we will not surrender for it --

now or ever. 

1.S XXHR 

We are open to mutual negotiation, but will never 

allow negotiation to become an end in itself. We hope 

to reduce destructive armaments but will not be xkxx:a taken 
can 

advantage of in any agreement. We w.ixx/be the best of 

friends when accomodation is called for, but we lti:xbcExHx 

k:axxk:a wsxxx will be the most tireless opponent if there 

must be opposition. •\\ ~> 
~·] - I call on all Americans to join me in this pledge: 

we will always wish the world to be better than it is, 

but we must always see the world as it is and not as we wish 

it to be. 

America's part in this era of renewal is to find 

x± its confidence agx±txx again in xH:a its world role and 

to be corrnnitted in seeking axxRKXmRxg:ixxa£ to restore 

the margin of safety for herself and her£xi: friends. 

Above all ,cthe worl 

renew its fiber to conduct x± itself in a way which always 

corrnnands respect. We will do so however we need to. for 

-------­long 1.as we need to, in whatever way we need to.--W'ercl~~-
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were conceived in liberty and we .... have lived for more 

than two centuries as the very pillar of freedom, defending 

the rights and security of all others and fighting 

against TTVery form of tyranny Ric known to mankind. 

How....,.•••••-••m- can we cease now? 

Our forebearance should never be misunderstood. Our 

reluctance for conflict should not be misinterpreted as 

a failure of will. We will be there when we are needed. 

We will act when the moment calls for action. We shall 

never shrink from our responsibilities. 

~ ~ 1- do have a definiti on for how strong 
f\ 

we shal l he ---
L shall lea:ve it for others to define. But let me 

~ W :1 I .r_: ~---
out line what ~ur principles of defen~ ~ be -- ,,...... ".::> 

make aab a ourselves strong enough to be 4:riumpnant.....against 

any adversary who threatens us, in any quarter, and at any 

time. We will be prepared to honor ~ our sacred obli­
s.cze,e 

gations. ~H1t1ttia:ti:Ai1m:ldm qa:rvxPx AaQ.. we will always wi:~te _.. 
--- c t 

cri;rs~lvQs s t roRg fo~ Efte ~ttr~osee deter~ and not 

~ the .. p•!i ~"" •s l£' destroy"Pf'" 

Our physical streng~is as nothing if it is not 

matched with moral courage and the rightness of our aaa""" cause. 

We are secure in the knowledge that no weapon in the arsenals 

of the world is so formi~able as th~ill of free men and women. 

It is a Sit weapon our adversaries in today's world do not have. 

I welcome this time of challenge and renewal. I know 

that the world will be~eve in us bec~se we are going to 

begin believing in ou~elves~ wiU eKtE!Rd hope to the 

co~ero of ths glob e because ~~ high in A.m8ri"ca. 

> y..~~ 
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j h rlKJZ 'ea 
~ 

The fire of our spirit lid11 iaiHHB infuse an entire 

~· world with our lYlll renewed sense of heaeY. A generation 

steeled by harsh wars and brittle peaces does not eeasily 

forsake a1111x ltna honor at the moment of the struggle 

for the human spirit. We remember the 4lilll lesson for our 

time and Jll( for any age: evil is powerless if the good 

are 

country - - •m;:~1111:ziKHh!HHt for us and 

for all our children.~<! lieads and goo<i h e...-ts, w~sd~m 

=~=~:e:a:r::=::t:::;::e beett the DearocK 
My fellow Anterieaes,... "1here is nothing wrong with us 

~? &c..cw-4( 
that we can't fix. ~· 'afhiene teae @ice~ from our very 

.,.jh,~...--> /'. ? 
~eginning, ~rJ.~e have not aspired to great titles or 

great riches, but they have especially in our darkest 

T~'s i.s o.. 'f>· ~ fZ rJ-~. moments -- aspired to great deeds. 

to 

It 

great. It makes 

lets us quit. We 

in a march, heads 

That the spirit of this 

this nation on the path of renewal. 

taller and never 

striding forward. 

as it leads 

I belive Americans, now as in thepast, have been called 
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------ upon by God and by history to create prosperity 

through our work, defend freedom by our courage, advance 

the cause of justice by our institutions, and do the work 

of mercy and compassion with all our hearts. 
~ ~~~~~_) 
~erica ~F an i dea i n the heart of every 2~x 

person, yearning to live free . That idea became a reality . = ~c; •• :f.\4,~ ~.P.,--'1' 
:KR.ax The reality 41 a i:i:ib in£ our union . But even as 

1' -- and let us never forget this -­
we enter our third century, we are fIXB:lERHK xxzxxxaxj 

a.t ~ an idea come to change the world. History will 

record that we came of age in this thrid century -- KSRfXBRH.Xxa 

confidently affirming our fXH.H.Bl!ml leadership of free men 

and xsm women -- x2Jd: serving selflessly a vision of all persons 

with God, government for people and humanit y at peace. 

There are in the American soul truths which underly 

our greatness as a nation. They are truths passed down 

in a rich heritage for us to build on. Today, we rededicate 

ourselves to these truths : 

the kindness of providence which 

founded our republic; the simple genius of our constitution ; 

the virtue and strength of our people; the artful workings 

of our federal system; the RXH.X extraordinary expans ion of 
&Wl 

our commonwealth; the union off diverse communities and the 

vigilant regard for the rights of all citizens; the freedom 

of ourk:em hemisphere and the never-flagging quest for peaceful 

relastions with allnations. 

This heritage makes possible the tasks now before us. 

~l!IXfa±:ixXlm:KxkH.xx:Kagaxx~HxB Were we to fail that heritage 

now , the haunting memori es of the American spirit would rise 
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up to remind us how we got where we are today. That spirit 

issued from the sons and daughters of America -- those who 

left their plows to fight at Lexington; those shopkeepers 

who were pitted. against their brothers at Gettsyburg; 

the fresh-faced young men crossing an ocean to fight at 

Verdun or to bleed into the sands of the Pacific and 

European beachheads; and the unheralded patriots who 

sacrifieced on the plains and in the jungles of Southeast 

Asia. 

Can we look at what they did for their country and 

for the cause of human liberty and then dare to say that 

we cannot once egain be great? 

When I began these remarks I noted that this sxxkx 

peaceful passage of power have xxkim:xmt paid tribute to 

our system by xkHxxxlm~XE.HXR the XllRX very routineness 

of their occurrence. But there is one striking difference 

this year. 

For the first time in the history of the United States, 

these ceremonies are being held on the west front of the 

Capitol building. Behind you, and in front of me, opens 

up one of the most magnificent panaromas that man Kk has 

ever created. From the moment I RHRXR entered this 

EXE ceremony, I could not help but be inspired to my awesome 

new duties by the sight spread out before me. How fitting 

that at this moment a Rxx President should take this historic 

oath within sight of the people's memorials to Washington, 

Jefferson and Lincoln. Their spiritual presence fills me 

with inspiration second only to the prayerful spirit I seek 

from God Almighty. 
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As I look west, symbolically across our entire nation, 

my gXR breath is taken by this scene. Let me reaffirm before 

all who watch this ceremony today that my fervent hope is 

to learn from the XXH strength and character represneted 

by our first President. Leading Aerica into nationhood after 

leadning her in revolutionary vicotry, he gave greatly of 

himself to his coutnry. 

Thomas Jefferson represented wisdom and an abiding 

faith in the people as well as celebrating the ±RH±XH 

freedom of all indivdiuals to excel. In Lincoln, RR I 

will seek his lessons of compassion, prsonal courage 

and hope to emulate the notions of unity of coutnry and 

dignity of all men and women ik~ixki which he embodied. 

Fellow ask u to 

m ax t se re eves f spi 

us tho in the years ahead. His vision 

light our way. 

I know that kxaxxa not a day Nk±i will pass that 

I don't look xk:em to their memories for reserves of x~xx±x 

strenght. Their vision shall light our way. Their love of 

country will XHRN renew our own spirits. Thetr timeless 

legacies will spur us to our very best. 

Fellow citizens, I prary that God watches and guides 

us as we begin our time of renewal. 

We have much work to do. We need all the energies 

at our command to do it. But do it we will. 

We are, after all, Americans. 



As I stand here looking towqrad Amicca it is symbolic 

of our history. Wehre the seas ended and 9M our shores 

began there started a new g~ epcoch. 

This is the first time in our history that these 

ceremonies have been held on the west fron~ of the Capitol 
. cAJo ~ f-Y--" 

~ng. ~ekZadzJ0a~zaad In front of me QUCA 5 Iii' ~ 

the most magnificent panoramas ~ man has ever 

created. 

ond the capit 1 mall and-

Past the open Capitol Mall the eye is riveted m1 upon 

those shrines to the giants upon whose Ek shoulders we 

stand. 
Directly in front of me,the monument ot a monumental man. 
/George Washington, Father of xk±xxxaxxHR the Country. 

He came to greatness reluctantly, kidx2xi.Hgxxxx::KkaxJU!s~ax 

nmx2x::Kkmtxk:imx2x£ leading America first in revolutionary 

vicoty and then into:i:H infant nationhood. He believed 

in the people more than thimself and out of thathumility 

rose to their greatness. 

Off slightly to my left, familiar memorial to Jeffrson. 

A man of wisdom beyond his years. H±xxxaxxxka He fervently 
liberty 

believed in the :fxKKsm/of all people and xk2:ixx£ in their 

freedom to excel. 
those 

Behond the XH reflecting pool, xkax/kaHRxxxg ixx~xx~ 

KlmlJ:liE: x~ dignified columns wherein the Great Emancipator 

is enshrined. However long God sees fit to bless our 

adventure in self-government, however deeply sxx£ax we 

range in exploring the meanings of our democracy, whoever would 



page xx 2 

understand in his heart the meaning of America will find it 

in the life of Abraham Lincoln. 

And, finally, beyond the river are those lovely 
harsh 

rolling hills whose beauty and quiet belie,mhe/echoing noises 

of the battles they memorialize -- it is Arlington Cemetery. 

The symetrical lines of those simple white cross add into 

infinity the cost of our liberty . 

Fellow citizens, the spiritual presence of these 

memorials fills me with inspiration second only to the 

nouishment of the soul that I seek from God Almighty. 

Our nationhood ±sxi±xxxxxmixi:Ht and inheritance are distilled 

in them. Every lesson we ever learn xx& stands out in 

their imposing ~XRRH example. 

As God watches over us and guides us in our time of 

renewal, I will find ~xa~£RX prayerful sustinence from 

my memories of this day and this signt. May we have their 

vision to light our way. May their loveof coutnry feed our 

own spirits. May their timeless legacies spur us to our 

very best. 

We have great Kmekxx.xaxiax deeds to do. We shall call 

upon all of our energies to do them. But do them we will . 

We are, after all, Americans. 





January 4, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT-ELECT 
/ 

FROM: Ken Khachigian . ..,,, 
SUBJECT: First Draft of Inaugural Address 

Here, at last, is the first working draft of suggested 
remarks for your Inaugural Address. It represents the 
melding together of the instructions you gave me, the 
paragraphs of language you provided, the best of the 
contributions submitted to you, and my effort to tie it 
all together with a single voice and theme. 

Some guiding observations: 

(1) It is on the order of 3400 words, or, by my 
guess, about 20 minutes reading time -- without applause. 
Thus, it is a bit too long and needs cutting down. However, 
I decided it was better to let you see more rather than less 
in this draft. We now have a luxury of time to cut. 

(2) I decided against including any quotations, even 
though we had many good ones to choose from. Nobody quotes 
great men quoting other great men. Moreover, how do you 
choose the very best quotations to go in an historic speech 
like this? However, we have time and can make room for 
some specially good ones. 

(3) You'll notice that I didn't use the Des Moines 
Register letters or some of the other anecdotes you provided. 
Mainly, I could not get them to work well in this text. 
On the other hand, I believed that they would have more 
impact for you if used in some of the early speeches of 
your administration. 

(4) . The first half of the speech is substantive -­
putting up front the economic questions, hinting at what 
you will do, and then addressing the entire issue of over­
grown government. I think it fits well with your campaign 
positions. The second half is more thematic, with the final 
pages being evocative. · 

(5) The theme that comes out of ' this is "renewal." 
You would be calling for a "time of renewal." This was not 
used for its rhetorical qualities -- i.e., time of renewal 
is not analogous to "The New Deal." But the concept of 
renewal, though simple, seemed to me to be at the eore of 
your election -- the very thing people are yearning for. 
And you can see how this fits in with much of the text. 
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(6) As I indicated to you, I have used the symbolism 
of speaking from the West Front to cement your peroration. 
I think it works well, but should be used only if you 
feel comfortable with it. 

(7) When we first spoke about this speech you recalled 
a script line from a motion picture about Bataan -- about 
Frank McHugh saying something to the effect: "We're Americans! 
What's happening to us?" This triggered my thoughts about 
the final line of the speech. Coming where it does, in 
the way it does, seems to me a mighty sunnnation of everything 
you've said before. 

(8) Now, I'll wait until you've had a cut at this 
before doing anything further. I'm scheduled for another 
visit on January 9 to get back your changes and to discuss 
it further. There is, needless to say, not the least of 
pride of authorship on the part of anyone who helped with 
this. We only hope this helps you in the very difficult 
task of moving the nation on January 20. 

(9) Some housekeeping chores: 

-- You and I have the only copies. I am not circulating 
this draft because you have not yet worked it over. Only 
after we have your changes will we begin to run it before 
a very limited number of people for review. Thus, I have 
already indicated to other staff members that this copy you 
have is not to be duplicated. 

-- I am returning to you all the raw materials you 
started with -- not to burden you down, but only to insure 
that you feel you have all the possible resources you may 
want as you work on this. Incidentally, Ray Price's 
contribution came in after the last deadline, so I'm 
including it in the back of your notebook should you want 
to review those materials. I've already incorporated in 
your draft one of his suggested paragraphs which fit well. 

-- I am also returning the Register letters and your 
speech cards in case you find a place to fit them in. I 
have copies of everything, so we can easily discuss any 
of these materials if you wish. 

j~ 

· Once again, I am here fO help in any way I can. I 
am scheduled to fly back to Washington with you on Jan. 14 
and will be available thereafter to take this down to the 
wire, to make sure all review procedures are completed, and 
all "mechanics" are handled. It goes without saying that 
this has been a signal honor for me to help you with these 
remarks. 



(Khachigian, et al.) · First Draft 
January 4, 1981 

INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

Senator Hatfield, Mr. Chief Justice, Mr. President: 

For 180 years, these halls of Congress have borne witness 

to the peaceful passage of executive authority in America. 

Thus, what is momentous to the participants in this ceremony 

is as the cormnonplace routine in the span of ourhistory. It 

is a miracle of our heritage which allows us to make changes 

of leadership with the greatest of order and dignity. 

This act truly symbolizes the triumph of our Constitution. 

Here, we reassert the right of free men and women to govern 

themselves, to determine their own future and to shape the des­

tiny of their children. 

We do more than celebrate the accomplishment of one person 

or the end of an election process. We reaffirm at this solemn 

moment that in America the people never lose their power; they 

only delegate it. 

I want you, my fellow citizens, and especially President 

Carter, to know how much I appreciate the spirit of cooperation 

which the outgoing administration has accorded us throughout 

the recent transition process. You showed a watching world 

that we remain united and helped give our countrymen reassurance 

in the integrity of our political processes. · 

Now the business of America goes forw~rd, and the spirit 

of accord we have found here underscores the fact that conti-
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nuity is an essential hallmark of our democracy. 

Thirty-eight men before me have sworn to the same oath I 

have taken here today. But that oath is not peculiar to the 

office of the President. The obligation to preserve, protect 

and defend the Constitution of the United States is shared 

by every patriotic American. I take comfort in knowing that 

the people are supporting me in fulfilling the solemn charge 

of that oath. 

This compact, between the people and their President, is 

essential at this time because the United States is confronted 

with a severe economic affliction. There may be semantic dis­

putes over how to define what it is, but coIIDll.on sense tells us 

that this great problem needs no definition. It faces you and 

your families every day. You know what it is. 

We suffer from the worst sustained peacetime inflation in 

our history. This extraordinary phenomenon distorts our economic 

decisions. It penalizes thrift. It crushes the struggling 

young as well as the fixed-income elderly. It threatens, no 

less, to shatter the lives of tens of millions of people and 

poison our future economic wellbeing. 

America also is not at full production, and idle industries 

have cast millions into unemployment. This is the most sadly 

human dimension of our economic adversity, causing human misery 

and personal indignity. 

We have a system of taxation which imposes unfair and unwise 

burdens on the taxpayer. Our tax system should be an equitable 



page 3 

one that guarantees all citizens receipt of their just reward 

for their hours of labor. It should not be a penalty on sue-

cessful achievement. 

And let's be honest with ourselves. As individuals, we 

cannot forever sp·end that wqich we don't have, so why do we 

believe that we may do so as a nation? We are now paying the 

uncomfortable price for decades of flaunting budgetary reality, 

piling deficit upon deficit, and mortgaging our future for the 

temporary conveniences of the present. 

True, we can be grateful that the problems are not of 

literal human survival, nor are we faced with immediate finan­

cial disaster. But to continue this long trend is a sure 

guarantee for social, cultural, and political upheavals of 

tragic proportions. Today's problems are great, but they are 

only warning signals. 

We must act today in order to preserve tomorrow. And act 

we will. 

I did not take this pledge as Chief Executive to preside 

over the steady dissolution of the strongest economy in the 

world. Very soon, I will propose positive measures to begin 

the process of regaining control over this severe problem. 

These unprecedented economic ills will not disappear mag­

ically. They were long in building up. and they will take 

long to beat back. You will see no miracles, and so progress 

will come by inches and feet, not by miles. 

We must work together, and we must ' help each other. Success 

will not come from watching what our neighbor does but by each 
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of us showing our neighbor what must be done. 

The solutions we seek will be equitable as we can make them. 

No group should be singled out to pay the price for a national 

proolem. We entered this impending ~risis together, and we 

shall leave it together. 

For a problem with roots so deep, the solutions will have 

to reach deep. There will be no sacred cows, and the only 

special interest will be restoration of our prosperity. 

Join with me, and with the Congress; we will all begin 

to put America back to work to earn dollars that retain value . 

Even as we work to find answers, we mus t study to find 

causes. Much of what is wrong with our economic system came 

about not because of personal decisions made by the people 

but because of bad decisions made by the government. 

It's been nearly half a century since the Depression. Then, 

a desperate nation turned to the Federal Government to lead it 

out of crisis. But what began as an experiment in response 

to an emergency became a habit. We've gone too far, threatening 

to upset that delicate balance between what people are required 

to do together and what they are allowed to do individually. 

The result is that after five decades we face a different 

kind of crisis. In this crisis, government isn't the solution. 

Government is the problem. 

The founders clearly understood the perils of power vested 

so heavily in the state. That peril is ~ven greater in modern 

times. For the era of- the complex society, of advanced communi-
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cations and technology, has given to government a sweeping new 

dimension of power and even greater capacity for mischief. This 

is the negative govern~ent -- one that saps our energies. · It 

scolds, lectures and overregulates. 

It is time we brought an end to the neeative government. 

We know that the true glory of our nation includes, but also 

transcends our governmental institutions. We are and have always 

been a nation that has a government and not the other way around. 

That is what makes us special among the nations of the earth. 

Whenever our nation faces great problems, she places faith 

in the first principles which founded America. They were simple 

truths -- "self evident" truths -- among them that governments 

derive their just powers from the consent of the governed. 

Today, because ·government has grown too much, the critical 

question of our time is: who is the servant and who the master? 

The time is now to reverse the growth of the state before 

the growth of the state reverses the course of America. We 

must re-examine the institutional arrangements that have grown 

up over the past decades. Surely, it is no coincidence that the 

greatest of our economic tribulations have paralleled the 

massive growth of government in our lives. 

The goal of this administration will be to reduce the 
' size and influence of the Federa} Government. In this republic, 

government must be the servant of the people. 

Therefore, in the discharge of my duties, I shall be guided 

by a careful observance of the d·f stinction between the powers 
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granted to the Federal Government and those reserved to the 

States or to the people. ' There is a need for all of us to be 

reminded that the States created the Federal Government; the 

Federal Government did not create the States. 

It is my aim. to ensure that the government expands the 

choices of individuals, instead of limiting them. The govern­

ment must promote opportunity, not smother it.. It must foster 

productivity, not stifle it. 

We seek to revitalize the proper functions of government 

and once again set loose the energy and ingenuity of the American 

people. We must breathe -life into those social and economic 

institutions which serve as both buffer and bridge between the 

individual and the state. 

So that we are not misunderstood: We don't intend to do 

away with government. We simply intend to make it work. We want 

it to work with us and not over us. It should stand by our side 

and not on our back. 

During recent years, the idea grew among some circles that 

individual Americans could not be entrusted to make the right 

decisions. Well, for too long we have allowed others to do our 

thinking for us. It is time to do some thinking of our own. 

Are we qualified! The answer is an unequivocal, yes. Our 

capability is built on a bedrock belief in God and ~n t~~ditional 

virtues that have stood the test of centuries. 

So today, we issue no empty promises or easy rhetoric. It 

is enough to speak the truth and to have quiet confidence in 

what is known so well . -- that th~ government must exist to 
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guarantee our freedoms. And unless we as individuals are free, 

we cannot have a nation that is free . . When we restore that freedom, 

I am confident that in good time sustained prosperity and 

economic vitality will be ours again. 

My fellow Americans, we have survived decades of testing. 

Our country is ready once again to fulfill its historical destiny. 

We are too great a nation to be confined to small dreams. 

Therefore, I ask you to begin with me today an era of national 

renewal. With all the creative energy at our command, we shall 

renew our determination, our courage, our strength, our spirit, 

our faith, and our hope. And in renewing ourselves, we will 

give life to heroi~ dreams. 

We hear it said that because of our current difficulties, 

our nation is doomed to an inevitable decline. Well, .r do not 

believe in a fate that will fall on the United States of America 

no matter what we do -- I do believe in a fate that will fall on 

us if we do nothing. If we take direct action against our 

difficulties and confront our problems, we will not simply 

endure -- we will prevail. 

Those who do not fear direct action are the builders of 

America, the unsung heroes of our daily existence -- the laborer 

upon whose back the nation's cities and commerce rose up; the 

farmer whose struggles with nature feed this country and much 

of the world beyond; the entrepreneur whose vision and initia­

tive create new jobs, new goods, new wealth and new opportunities; 

the artist, the artisan and the crafts~a~ who interpret and re­

interpret and enrich our culture. 
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At the very heart of our great national renewal are those 

individuals and families whose work keeps us strong and whose 

sacrifices keep us free; whose taxes fuel the government and whose 

voluntary donations perform the works of charity; whose values 
. . 

sustain our national life; whose patriotism is quiet but deep. 

To these men and women, whose role is so often overlooked, 

and whose voice is so often drowned out, I say today: 

Your time has come. 

Your values have a home in my home. 

Your dreams, your hopes, your goals are now where they 

should be, at the heart of this government. 

No national renewal will be possible without the partici­

pation of those who for too many years were left out. 

Putting America back to work means putting all Americans 

back to work. An expanding prosperity is the best way to 

open the doors of equal opportunity. Ending inflation means 

freeing all Americans from the crushing burden of impossible 

pr;i.ces. 

To the men and women reaching out for help and hope, I 

say today: Our national renewal also demands that we display the 

quality of our compassion. 

For how can we love our country and not love our countryman? 

And how can we love our countryman and not reach out to lift him 

when he falls, heal him when he is sick, and raise him by ex­

tension of opportunity to self-sufficiency so that he stands 

equal in fact and not just in theory? 
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Renewal at home must be a foundation which makes us 

stronger in the face of a restless world. The world must know 

that the United States will renew its fiber and begin conducting 

itself in a way which commands respect. It is time for America 

once again to be the exemplar of freedom and beacon of hope 

across the earth. 

We must face this world with no illusions. We may be at 

peace, but the forces of discord and conflict are poised to 

threaten the peace: And for hundreds of millions of our fellow 

humans on this planet, freedom's sweet music sounds no note. 

To o.ur neighbors, we extend an invitation to strengthen 

our historic ties. We will look to mutually beneficial relations 

and not impose on your sovereignty or intervene in your internal 

affairs. But those who pose as neighbors ·while seeking to 

export terrorism and hatred will have neither our help nor our 

goodwill. 

· To our allies, I say you will find we are ready to make 

stronger the binds of our affinity. The word of the United 

States of America will be reliable. Our support will be steady. 

Our commitment will be firm. We will match loyalty with loyalty. 

We are realistic enough to know that we can rua.intain 

• friendship with our allies without giving up on our ideals and 

that pursuing our best interests does not require relinquishing 

our principles. 

From our beginning, we have sought friendship and alliance 

with nations that share our drea.u of freedom. When they have 

• 
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sought our help, we have given it freely, and we continue to do 

so. We have no wish to buy their sovereignty with our help 

because our own sovereignty is not for sale. 

To the vast world which has not shared in the blessings 

of our freedom and prosperity, I say that we will seek to have 

you know us for our compassion as well as our strength. We 

will always be able to share our bounty where people must 

fight the most basic elements of human survival. 

But we will not apologize for our system of the free 

marketplace of ideas and products -- especially to those who 

conderrm us while benefiting from our advances. Let the world 

worry less about the redistribution of old wealth and more about 

creating massive new opportunities for producing new wealth. 

To the enemies of freedom and to our potential adversaries, 

I remind you that peace is the highest aspiration of the Amer­

ican people. We will negotiate for it, sacrifice for it, but 

we .will not surrender for it -- now or ever. 

We are open to mutual negotiation, but will never allow 

negotiation to become an end in itself. We hope to reduce 

destructive armaments but will not be taken advantage of in any 

_agreement. We can be the best of friends when accormnodation is 

called for, but we will be the most tireless opponent if there 

must be opposition. 

We must weigh our foreign pl licy objectives on the scale 

of realism. We will always wish the world to be better than it 

is, but we must always see the world as it is and not as we wish 

it to be. 
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Our forebearance should never be misunderstood. Our reluc­

tance for conflict should not be misjudged as a failure of will. 

We will act when the occasion calls for action. We shall never 

shrink from our responsibilities. 

Our principles of national defense will be simple. We 

will make ourselves strong enough to prevail against any adver­

sary who threatens us, in any quarter, and at any time. We 

will be prepared to honor our sacred obligations. We will always 

seek to use our power to deter and not to destroy. 

Our physical strength is as nothing if it is not matched 

with moral courage and the rightness of our cause. We are se­

cure in the knowledge that no weapon in the arsenals of the 

world is so formidable as the will of free menand women. It is 

a weapon our adversaries in today's world do not have. 

I welcome this time of challenge and renewal. I know 

that the rest of the world will believe in us because we are 

going to believe in ourselves. The fire of our spirit can 

infuse all peoples with our renewed sense of hope. A gene­

ration steeled by harsh wars and brittle peaces does not easily 

forsake honor at the moment of the struggle for the human 

spirit. We remember the timeless admonition: evil is powerless 

if the good are unafraid. 

My fellow Americans, this is a good country - - for us and 

for all of our children. There is nothing wrong with it that 

we can't fix. Why? Because from our ver~ beginning, the 

American people have not aspired to great titles or riches, 

but they have -- especially in our darkest ours -- aspired to 

• 
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great deeds. This is a time for great deeds. 

I believe Americans have been called· upon by God and by 

his.tory to create prosperity through our work, defend freedom 

by our courage, advance the cause of justice by our institutions, 

and do the work of mercy with all our hearts. 

Before America became a nation, she was an idea in the 

heart of every person yearn~ng for freedom. That idea became 

a reality. The reality matured in the form of our union. But 

even as we enter our third century, let us never forget that, 

more than anything else, we are an idea come to change the world. 

Our rich heritage makes possible the tasks now before us. 

Were we to fail that heritage now, the haunting memories of 

the American spirit would rise up to remind us how we got where 

we are. That spirit issued from the sons and daughters of 

America -- those who left their plows to fight at Lexington; 

those who were pitted against their brothers at Gettysburg; 

. the fresh-faced young boys crossing an ocean to fight at Verdun 

or .to bleed into the sands of Pacific beachheads; and the un­

heralded patriots who sacrificed in the jungles of Southeast 

Asia. 

Can we look at what they did for their country and for 

human liberty and then dare say that we cannot once again be great? 

This is the first time in our history that this ceremony 

has been held on the West Front of the Capitol Building. Standing 

here allows us to see one of the most magnificent vistas man 

has ever created. As the eye looks past the open Mall, it 

fastens upon those shrines to the giants on whose shoulders we stand. 

• 
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Directly in front of me, the momument to a ·monumental man. 

George Washington, Father of our Country. He came .to greatness 

reluctantly, leading America out of revolutionary victory into 

infant nationhood. He believed in the people more than 

himself, and out of that humility rose to their greatness. 

Off slightly to my left, the stately memorial to Thomas 

Jefferson. A man of wisdom beyond his years. He fervently 

believed in the liberty of .all people and in their freedom to 

excel. The Declaration of Independence flames with his eloquence. 

Beyond the reflecting pool, those dignified columns wherein 

the Great Emancipator is enshrined. However long God sees 

fit to bless our adventure in self-government and howerver deeply 

we range in exploring the meanings of our democracy, whoever 

would understand in his heart the meaning of America will find 

it in the life of Abraham Lincoln. 

And, finally, beyond the river are those lovely, gently 

sloping hills whose beauty and quiet belie the harsh, echoing 

cannonades of the battles they memorialize. It is Arlington 

National Cemetery. The unbroken syrmnetry of those simple white 

crosses add into infinity the cost of our liberty. 

Fellow citizens, the spiritual presence of these memorials 

fills me with an inspiration second only to the nourishment 

· of the soul that I seek from God ,..Almighty. Our nationhood and 

inheritance are etched in their J tones. Every lesson of America 

is expressed by their imposing example. 

As God watches over us and guides us in our time of renewal, 

I shall pray to Him for the sustJ.tiance given by this moment 
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and this panorama. 

We have great deeds to do. We shall need all our energies 

to do them. But do them we will. 

We are, after all, Americans. • 

:/I :/I :/I :/f 
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may be helpful now or later 

HOWARD G. KURTZ 

hesident, 

WAR CONTROL PLANNERS, INC. 
Box 19127 

Washington, D. c. 20036 

Howard G. Kurtz 
CHECKPOINT 
Box 19127 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Mr. Kurtz: 

January 8, 1981 

Your letter to Darrell Trent, dated December 15, 1980, 
has been forwarded to me, together with enclosures. 

After close scrutiny of your material·, I am sending 
it to the appropriate individuals qualified to act upon 
it, soon after the new Reagan Administration takes office. 

In the meantime, please accept my congratulations for 
your learned work. 
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cc: Darrell M. Trent 
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Vl-t- ~~ 
Richard F. Staar 




