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It iz not ag Republicans or Demosrsts, liberals or
conseryatives, it I3 not from party or cause that we
aszemble, Rather, it 12 Lo bear witneze, on behall of a
world ravenous for liberty, a world starved for stability
through felliowshlip, that we gather == 83§ Gne parly, a3 one
point of view =~ and hall this peaceful transfer of

suthority, this evidence thatl the nation berm of likgerty

{

gur countrymen generatlions gone, our soldiers who died
defending fust such days BRe thisg -« and Washington's, =nd
Jefferson's, Hamiiton's and Lincoln'k, Theodors znd

Franklin Boosevelt¥s.
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President Jefferson declared in his Firast Inaugursal
Address: "...8 wise and frugal government, whieh ahall
restrain men from iInjuring one ancther, which shgll }eave

them otherwige {ree Lo reguiate their-own'pu?sultsfcf Iindustry

.2
o

and improvement, and shall not take from the mouth

labor the bread it has earnsd. This is the sum of goond
government,...® P | ;
Perhaps, indeed, to Jefferson's salculation some

things can be added. But fréﬁ thisl’Sumzaf goocd gave?néaﬂtﬁ

nothing can be delieted, No government whoge laws sre.

3

harrying or slipshod, where enterprising effort

Y

is choked by legalistic nulsanses, whers lzbors sre tazed

an regular tims, taxed higher oﬁ overtime, and taxed again

at savings time, can long enjoy the affections of 2 trge

pecple. - i
?&rfthey.knaw that rapidiy-changing laws punch é ticket

for the wily that 1z paid for B?:the oopulous. é&&s %aligve

in ?eward for these willing o risk, te iﬂﬂé?iiéj.tar

s iy PO 1 E e 2 = — .5 B R - ; :
try. They believe in g country where rvegulalions znd tsxesz
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National Urban League, Inc.

The Equal Opportunity Building
SO0 East 62nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10021
Telephone: (212) 644-6500

DRAFT A

Our goal is a strong, prosperous America, at peace with
itself and with the world. To reach that goal, we must enlist

the efforts of every American. All of o iti must have

an equal opportunity ta share in the productive work of making

America great again. And all of our citizens must have an

equal opportunity to share in the bounty of a revived ecaonomy.

In the common effort to build a strong, prosperous nation

we must unlock the doors of opportunity for all of our people,

e

and especially for those who face discrimination and economic

disadvantage. By unlocking those doors of opportunity, we can
b - 5

harness the productive energies our nation needs; we can harness

the idealism and sense of fair play that is the core of America's
I e lld.

strength.

# # # #



National Urban League, Inc.

The Equal Opportunity Building
S00 East 62nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10021
Telephone: (212) 644-6500

DRAFT B

;Qur objective must be a healthy, vigorous, growing economy
;ﬂEE_2£Q!iQ§§_Q9!él_QDnQ!IuniIies—ion_allqmmep$eansv- For too
long minorities and poor people have been forced to bear the
heaviest burdens of our nation's economic problems. For too
long, we have tolerated barriers to equal opportunity such as

discrimination and economic disadvantage.

Putting America back to work means nufting all Americans

back to work. Ending inflation means freeing all Americans

from the terrors of runaway prices. An economy that unleashes

the productive energies of the American people is an economy

that will also provide equal opportunity. The best anti-poverty

p—

program of all is a revived economy that ends the inflation and

unemployment that hits poor people hardest.
## # #

e |




National Urban League, Inc.

The Equal Opportunity Building
500 East 62nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10021
Telephone: (212) 644-6500

DRAFT C

A strong, united America is an America finally free from
the racism and discrimination that robs so many of our citizens
of their right to equal opportunity. I firmly believe in equal
opportunity -- in the God-given right of each and every human
being to develop himself or herself to the fullest. If some
of us are chained to Timited aspirations and victimized by discrimi-
natory practices, then all of us are kept from realizing our full

potential.

My Administration will bé intolerant of discrimination and
racial prejudice. It will be compassionate toward the victims
of poverty. It will be committed to fostering racial harmony
}and equal opportunity. It will be an Administration devoted to
progress for all Americans.

# # # #






[ 2% Decembsr 1982
MEMO FOR: The President-Elect
FROM: Ray Price /MQV
STBJ: Inaugurel address (Mamc £2)

My apologiss for missings fhe pre—gfristmas patch
of materials. what I had last wWOrt 3 AN
hut over Chrisgtmas weekend I've spP o
time on it. This will include =c ut oo
in memo fovrm, and also a csllection 3‘ “scravgnln?s” -
disconnected bits and pieces vf the gsort that might them
£ill a few holes in the speech, or =lse that might BRIrk
thoughts leading to glternativ& ideas.

¥ou might, sonewhere in the speech, tick off six
ar 2ight or ten gr whatever 'prizzzplas,' *guidelines.”

touchstonss® ~= something that can be taken out as 3z capsule
{Like Fourteen Faints, Four Precidoms, etc.). Nobody knows
what Wilson'se 14 Points wereé., but everyane xnows that ho
had 13 of them, and that therefcrs heo wa®B a Good Thins. This
illustrates my own thesis that repsrters may not be sbls to
tnink, but they ¢an usually count. XNumber your zasntences,
and they®ll report it as a "five-point program.” Leave them
unnumbared, and they'll report that you didn't say anything.

The attached scratehingzs will include an example
or two 6f how thisz might be done.

I+'s important to inclufs something that
the crast of a current mood; if poesible,. saméthin
articulates amn unsboken yearning that much of the pu
ahares; that gi;ei vaoice to the listenser’'s own gut reaciion
t2 some of the ille he sees arcund him, or to the rheioric
to which he senses he's been over-exposed. The ples to
*lowar ouy voices”™ did this in 1963, Among the attached
scratchings arp & f{sw fragments aimed at speaking to what
may be some of the festering discontents of 1981:

- Tha “ﬂc...n sense” theme., I think 2 Iot
of peoples are beg ing to realize that they've been sncoker
by the academic anrealzsta. the abstractionisis; and I think
they intuitively perceive commen zensze to be one of vour
own sirengths. Usiﬁg this theme has the added virtus cf
ﬁﬁﬁftrring pr&sldent¢aA recngnition on the basic wisdom of
the ordinary American. It may be nc accident that in the
Truman revival, "plain speaking” was what he was princisally

laudad for.

“mWoro-
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~~ The "ilet!s stop oclaving game=® theme. Thisz i3

related to the "common genge” theme., I think there may be ——
and there certainly should be -- a gathering resentment of the
extent +o which the public has been trifled and toyed with,
nct only by politicians but by all those vying for celebrity,
ratings, or zecular sainthood. Sérious gquesticns of public

policy are lost in the moral posturing and hypad-up drama;
the Carter presidency becomes a four~year media svent, ard

the evening nsws beccmes the S5ix 0°Clock Soap Upera. Ths
pubklic desprvas better. The country nésds better. '

~— A gentle shot acroses the bow of the ﬁeurtS,
and also of the news media. These happen to be pet hobby=

horses of my own; and thérefore my judgment should bs discounted

accordingly. 3ut I 4o feel that, substant 1vely, it's qolng
to be vital in the 1380s to pull in on the reins of judicial
imperialism, and zlso that we need a much sharpar public
dekate on the corrosive effects of scap—opera journalism.
These are both delicate matters te handle in a context such
as that of an Inaugural. and perhaps —— probably —— out of
place. But I've includsd some Bits on them anyvay. Dong

in the riqh* w3y, One or ba*h might strlke a sufF¢c1ent1y
responsive chord toe be worthwhile.

== The "we won't bhe pushed around any more® _
CoUurge has to be handlﬂd with discretion,. in

= « This of )
visw of our diminished capacity toc resizt:being pushed arpund.
But it’'s useful to send a clear signal that pther countriss

w

u .
i1l attempt to do so at their own risk; sand the notion
at we're at least not gding to 2it passively by aﬁﬂ téke
it any leonger should strike a very respoﬁszve chord.

- A
PFar: of the public

a grain of validit
ride mankind.”

eterminati to redgain ¢gntral af events., |
aﬁx;et§ 13 _ne sense (which has more than
} that "events are in the saddle, and

R

o
i

The address can scar a bit at the end, but my own
feeling is that the rhetoric should be fairly lean in tht
baginning and middle: lean, that is, in the sense of avoiding
the th‘flGWEfY or the overstated -- building a sense of
realiem that can then sustain the hope, of credibility that
bolsters the confidence. '
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price = acz?tchings - 1 12/29/89

It's true that there are very few simp;e ANSWRTS
to the complex problems we confron{. But there are a few
sjimple principles that will guide this administration as
we search for answers; Let me spell out for yéu e B
those simple printiples: | .

- Less government interfarence is better
than more government interference.

-- Lesga inflation ie better:than more ihflationﬁ

-~ Lower iaxes are better than hlghtr taxes.- 4

-~ Lsss reguiation is bettar than more rsguistion.

o Fewer laws are better than more laws.

-~ Smaller government is better than bigqat »

government. "

~~ Faster growth is better than slower grovwth. "Ei

~— More productivity is betrer than less productivity.
~= More jobs are better thar fewer Jobs, =

== More freedom is better than less frsedoﬁ;'

— - w— »

For more than 200 years, this ébuntry has bheen a

beacon of frredom —- even through the darkest nights of

tyranny, war and oppression in othor pagtk of the wor;d,'

wWe will keep that beacon sﬁinihq‘ I i‘

- > W o

%

Arerica was born in crisis: it has never faced a

crizis that it hasn‘t overcome. We can do it again.

3
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price - sckatchinq3 -

Nsarly B0 years azo, Thecdore Housevelt warned,
"It is difficult to make vur material condition better by
the best laws, Eut it iz sasy cnough to ruin it by bad laws."”
Of the thouzands of laws passed since then, & good Bany bad

onas have come close to fulfilling his prophecy.

We ava in what may be a long, gray, time of
testing —- testing our resolution 28 a nation, testing our
perseverence as a people, testing our commitmént ﬁa freedom
and cur faith in cour ideais.

When I took that macred cath just a few mcments.
ago, it meant to me that I will fo everything in my power'w

Lo ensure that we ms=ead that kest == zan that whatever dark

days there may be in the years ahead will be the dark before

the dawn.
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Sometimes, as I watch the Pacific Ocean lapping

the shores of California, I think of the vastness of it all,

=
3
]

and of how far it is toc the other side. And then

o

the daring of those who set cut across the oceans in th¢ir
woaden falling shipa, now knowing what they were goeing &0

find ~- but driven by a hope:. a gream, an ambition, a curiosity
—— knoewing the dangers but defying thosze dangers, daring to |

dream, daring o do.



price = ﬁCrftChiﬁgs - 3 13/2%/80

We need the worid. The @orld reeds us. We depend

on the worid. The world depends on us.

Any government that triflez with us must Know that
it does 80 at ites own peril. Any government that tests us
must expect that we will meet that test.

We will not be belligerent, but we will be firm.
Firm for the right, as we sec the right. Firm in defending
America's vital interexts. Firm in hornoring our commitments.
Firm in our friendship with those who choose tc»be our friends;.
Firm in our response o those who threeten the peace, who |
comnit aggression, who 2pbuse oury citizens Or who challengg
our honor.

Other nations will find us a steadfast ally, or
a determined adveresary -- depending on theif o¥n respect
for the rules of internaticnal conduct, for the independence
of theiy neighbors, and for the sgvereign rights of the

United States.

We have fought wars to defend liberty, to repel
aggression, to ensure peace. Liberty is still incomplete,
aggression still threatens, the peace is still fragile. The
world is still imperfect. Our own country, like every other
one on earth; is still imperfect —- though far better than
moat, |

But we are proud of our record, and we are not
going to apologize for that record. We are not geing to be

turned away from the defenze of iibarty.
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It's been néarly half z century since the start
of the New Deal. Then, a desperate nation turmsd to the
Pederal government to lead it out of erisiz. But what began

then as an axpsriment in reeponse 6 an émérgency bacams 3

habir. We've gone too far, threatening to upsst that delicate

balance hetwesn what psople are required to do together and

what they are allowed to do individuslly.

The result is that now, half a‘'century later, we
face a differsnt kind of crisis. TIn this crisis, géVernméht

isn't the soclution. Goavernment ie the problem.

Inst=ad of always looking first to goverrment as

part of the =olution, we will start loocking at5gaver§mgﬁt»aé'r

part of the problem.

We will purzue a forward strategy in the world;v

neither belligarent nor acquisscent.

We seek no confrontation, but neither will we

flinch if others seek to confront us.

- or me o

-

We will do whatever is necessary. If peace is ascure
enough 8¢ that we cas turn swords into plowshares, we will do so.
But if peace is so threatened that we must turn piowshares into

gwcrdsp.that o0 we shall do.



price = scratchings - 5 12/2%/8¢0
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It say seam crass con such.an qétasian to talk
about money. But you know, I know; wa all know, that wh§£
has been happeniﬁg tc the value of money threatensz us all
-~ a% a pation, and individually.
I view the government's cﬁrrency as a sort ¢£
sacred compéct between gcvernmént and people. Itirepresgnts
a staniard of value we all have a right to rely on; In recent
years, that standard has collapsed. Instead of talking about
dollars, we talk abuut 1981 dollars or 1576 dcllars“uf 1870
dollars. we've got to return o0 a situation in which a dollar
is a dellar, not a hyphenated dollar; in which it holds its
value, rather than hkaving that value ercded at an accelerating
rate, wonth by month and year by year. | o 7
This will not be eazy. It may at times be painfui..

But so is the surgery that saves a patient's life,

We will not it passively by and watch our currency
collapse. | | |

I pledge 3 return to common sénee,

It's fashionable in scme quarters to disparage
common sense, becauee common sanse belongs to the écmmen
people, |

But too afteg when America has gone wrong in the
past, it has been because we ref&seé to believe what we saw

with our eyes or to listen to the voice of our common senzc.




price = gcr?tchinga - & lZ/ZB{BGh

Thiz nation was built by pesople determinsd to shape
their own destinies, who had faith that they could. '

The gusgtion today is whether we shape svents,; or
let evenis shape our lives.

We can get @o consumed by running from cur fears
that we neglect to pursue our hopss.

The world may forast, And some of our yé:m;gr peaple
may not remember, but America is nD stranger to adversity:_'
Thi=s nation was born on the rosxy edge of an untamed contintnt,
with 3000 miles of occean on one side and 3000 mlles of w*lder~
nes8 on the other. |

Those of us who have lived through two world WAL
and the great depression know the costs of diplomatic fallure,
and the costs of economic failurs.

One of the first requirements of government is to
estabiish and maintain prioritie=s. ﬁﬁ matter how much we may
desire each of a dozen different goals, when they come into‘
conflict we have to place one shead of aﬁuihér. .

| The first domestic priority of tﬁis new admihiztration
will be t¢ bring inflistion under control.

Unless we contrcl inflation, in the long run we will
not be able to maintain our defenzas, to pravidé jebe foxr our
workers, to provide 'se.-::zérit}' fc’rf the é_iﬁgrly or hoﬁe ﬂfpr S’xe

young.
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The dollar represents a compact between the govern-—
ment and the people. éhcn the government faéls to maintsein
its value, it breaks faith with the peéple.::

¥o one institution -- net the presidency, not the
Congress, not the courts, not the news media, not businsss
or labor or the academy == has an exclusive charter to define
our agenda or to pass judgment on our perfcimancz. .He are
& diverss, pluralistic nation. Each of us has saﬁgthing to
give, something to receive; 2ach of ua must expect to win
some and to lose some. Each of us mustﬁlearn to be forsbearing,
and to respect the role of the pther.

in the 15805 we will confront serious i=sues, - -
close cholces, difficult derisions. There has bssn a tendency
in the United States in rs=cent years to treat politics as a
sporting event, to measure the importance of issues according
to their entertainment value, to person&lize debates and to
keep a sort of public scorecard of wina and losses.

It's time tO stop playing games.with the American
people. And {t's time to stop treating these serious issuss

as if they were a game.

Esch of us ie egual before the law., Each is egual

before Cod. Each iz equal in the eyes of our governmend.
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i I happen to have spent most of my own working 1life

i

in the entertainment industry. As a result of that experience,

I have a special, very perscnal. respect for that industry,

_and for the importance of entertainmcnt in American life. But

1 also believe that it has its place. As we move through the
1980s, it is going to be vital that we -- all of us —- learn
better to distinguish clesrly between entertainment and news,

betwean sarious issues and soap opers, between political o

contests and sporting events.

"To the leaders of the Soviet Unlon.hfu;éﬁiém;;fwmv'
this: We in the Unitsd States want to live at peace with you,
as we do with all nations. we do nmot want to build ¢verrlar§erk
arsenals of ever more powerful weapons. But we wili ds what |
we have to do ~- whatever that proves to be o t0 cnsure our
own Becurity. We will not l=t any,oéher nation arm itself
into a positicon to dictate to us the terms of our own futdre
axistence.

Together with cur allies, we will work toward a
stakle peace resting on the firme=t of a2ll foundations: a
gituation in which those who might be tempteévtd break it will
not have the power to do so, and those with the power will -
not he tempted,

we will not be belligsrent. ‘But there will be linlits

beyond which no nation can press with impunity.

CVTIAN R e e ke SR 0N LI H M S s {on17, T D
A \@ 'lfﬁ“-’sib.‘w- R T ‘mu A it g jif“”' H.xj: b i‘f}{-,;f{f



and 2231l human beings at alavevauctipna; o

fpockgteé scon proéuces another.

’th&t have freedcm can xeep 1t and those that‘want'frtedau

can Beek lt : A ¥ 5" 5‘ ¥

price =~ Bcigtchinga ~ 8 12/29!80

we will peek- to weave tighter the fabric cf peace.

and to weave it 80 that no one thread Wlll unravel 1t.A'
" ¥e will restore America‘s strength to defend itself,

and to defend peace and freedom in the world.

Re the hostages: The United S;ﬁges_doas not buy -

wOodraw wilaon- g b&llEVB xnndamocracy'because :;

1* rcleases the #nergy éf every human heing-

— - d.— -— o o 3 Y
%

Thcmas Jeffarsan wrgte in“790'tnat one 1nsnlt

-—--‘—-4—
Wa seek no terrltorzal expansxon, we scek no,

$

unfaxr advantag¢,>' h&ve no daaire to dominahe other natluna:

or d1ctate g Ouhﬂf pcﬂplts.' He do seek to buiidza'stahle =

world in whxnh all nations are securef iﬂ uhi

&t -

;thase peaplea |

g g b gt
“. ds SO >
‘ E A P B

If there he any in the uorld ‘that wish us 111, and

that chcose t@ test our determinatian, let them know that wa

can algc turn»plowahares_lnto‘awords,
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The oath that I have just taken is a sagred commit-
ment.,

In making that commitﬁent, T intend to do my very
beat to be true to the trust that youAhavg placed in me

I also intend to place a great déal of trust in
vou. | | o

I give you my hand in the spirit of:commohvpurpose,
and I ask for yours in that same spirit. A, g

Lincecln spbke of government of:thé,ééﬁélé byygﬁéif
people and for the pecopie. But he nevef ;maéined ﬁhaf
government would get as big as it haa.‘ér'that it waulduA 
attempt to do as much as it does, or that it would rule oﬁr}

individual lives to the exient that it does.

For the close: Thank you -—- and now, together,
let's get on with the job.

Let the word go out, clearly, precisely, and unam-
biguously, that this nation's honor iz not for sale.

Emerson wrote that "governments have their origin
in the moral identity of men."®

If each of us, in hi% own life, pledges to turn

his portion of the world over to his successors in better con-

dition than he found it, then America will be true to its destiny.

B U — S g
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s

Time and agaxn, we have seen the pawer of bEIlcf ";;R

t?whather 1t be rcligiﬁuz fazth or?polltlcal pasaxon or simply

the power of an idea. . Amerxca has the physical rasourcesp

s

1t has the human rcsaurcea, it has the aemonstrated capaclty
to use those for the beneflt of ¢ur own people and of all
mankind. What we need is to harneaa that,eapacity £tO a -

renewal of helief: bel;ef in the mhsrent strength Df m:iea,

belief in the goodncss of Anerxca, belie! 1n the rightness ?_ﬂ

of our purpases at home and abroad - ang belief that. yes,_

Sl
ol

we can do what we need to do. .

fF &3

Sand B e rping





