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Remarks on Taking the Oath of Office. A_ugust 9, 1974 

Afr. Chief /w:ice, tn)' dear friem!s, mr fellow Americans: . 
· The oath that I h;ve takel} is the same oath that _ was taken · by George 
'" ashington and by e\'ery President. under th"e Constitution. But I assume the 

.- Presidency . under. ex.tra.cirdinary -c~rcums~ances ne\'er before experienced by· 
· Americans. This is an -hour of histor\' that troubles our minds and hurts our 

. . . , . . 

he:irts. 
'[.hereforc~ I fr~l it is my first duty to make an unprecedented compact v.;th · 

- my cou:-itrymen. :-\ot an inaugural :iddress, not :i fireside chat, not a c:impaign 
speech-just a little straight talk among friends. And I intenQ it to be the first 
of many. 
· I :::m acutely aware that you ha'.·e not electe<l me as your President by your 

b:illots, and so I ask you to confirm me as your President with yo~r prayers. And 
I hope:h:i~rnch prayers will also be the first of many. 

If ye.: haYe not chosen me by secret ballot, neither haYc I g:iined office by any 
secret .promises. I ha,·e not campaigned either for the Presidency or the Vice 
Preside:icy. I haYe not subscribed to any partisan platform. I am indebted to no 
man, :md onir to . onc-woman-m-,.--tk--af w ifo-;ls I b.c:gin thi.u:cq diffirnlt ]_@, 
. I h:i'"~ not sought this enormous responsibilit)', but I wlll not shirk it. Those 

who nominated and confirmed me as Vice President were my friends and are 
· my friends . They-were of both parties, elected by all the people :ind acting under 
_the Co;istirution in their name. his onl y· fining then that I should pledge to them 
:ind-ro you th ad will be the President of all the people. 

Thomas Jefferson said the people are the only sure: reliance for the prescr
,.Jtio~ of ··our liberty. And down the years, · Abraham Lincoln renewed this 
American article of faith asking, "Is there any better way or equal hope in the 
world;·· 

. - .! ir.:t.:nd. 0ti -~iond:iy next. to request of the Spe:iker. of tht House of Repn:
st:r.:!t{·:c::s and the President pro tempore of the Sc:n:ne the privilc:gc of appearing 
before: the Congress to sh:i~e with my former co!ic::igues and with you. the 
:\:-i1e:i.:an pc.:ople, my views "on the: priority husiness of the ~ation and to solicit 
youn·iews :ind their \'iC\\'S. And may I say to the Speaker and the others, if I_ 
cr_,'J!d :nc:et with you right after these remarks, I would appreci:ite it. 



_ .. .. 

[1) Public Papers of the Presidents August 9 

E~en though this is late in an election .year, there is no way we can go for
ward except together and no way anybody can ·win except by serving the peo
ple's urgent needs. We cannot _stand still or slip backwards. We must go forward 

· now together. . 

To the peoples and the governments of all friendly.nations, and I hope that 
. could encompass·the .whole world, I pledge an uninterrupted and sincere search 
for .peace. America. will remain strong and united, but its strength will remain 
dedicated to the safet.y and sanity of the entire family of man, as well as to our 
ow~· precious freedom. · . 

. I believe _that truth is the glue 'that h~lds government ·together, not only our 
Go\'er~ment but civilization itse~. That bond, though strained, is un~roken at 
home and abroad. 

In all · my public and private. ~cts as your President, I expect to follow my . 
instincts of openness and candor with full confidence that honesty is always the 
best policy in the end. 

My fellow Americans, our long national nightmare is over. 
· Our Constitution works; our great Republic is a gm·ernment of laws and not 

of men. Here the people rule. But there is a higher Power, by whatever name 
we honor Him, who ordains not only righteousn_ess but love, not only justice but· 
mercy. . . 

As 'Ye bind up the internal wounds of Watergate, more painful and more 
potionous littn those of f0tt-ign wan, let us restor~ the golden rote to our polit:i..
cal process, and let brotherly love purge our heans of suspicion and of hate. 

In the beginning, I asked you to pray for me. Before closing, I ask again your 
prayers, for Richard Nixon and ~or his family. May our former President, who 
brought peace to millions, find it for himself. May God bless and comfon his 
wonderful wife and daughters, whose love and loyalty will forc:vc:r be: a shining 

. legacy to all wh~ bear the lonely burdens of the White: House. 
I can only guess ·at those: burdens, although I have witnessed at close hand 

the tragedies that befell three Presidents and the lesser trials of others. 
With all the str~ngth and all the good sense I have gained ·from life, with all 

the: confidence my family, my friends, and my dedicated staff impart to me, 
· and · with the good will of cotinJless Americans I have encountered in recent 
vis~ts. to 40 States, I now solemnly reaffirm my promise I made to you last De
cember 6: to uphold -the Constitution; to do what is right as God gives me to see 
the right, and to do the very best I can for America. 
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God helping me, I will no.t let you down. 
Thank you: 

I 

·I 
I 
f 
I 
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August 9 Gerald R. Ford, 1974 [2] 

~an: The Pmidcnt spoke at 12 :05 p.m. in the 
u•t Room at the White Houi.c · followini: admin· 

1,~t~llr·:i c.i the o:o:.i of office by Chid Justice War· 
r:n t .. F.11ri:cr.- 'l'.'he o:a:.h of office and the l'rcsidcnt"s 
~f,U~la were ::roa~as: Ji,·c on radio and tcle,·ision. -· 

The White Houi.c announcrd that Richard Nixon'• 
lerter of resignation :u 3ith Praident of the United 
States \!."as tendered to Sccrctal")" of State· Henry A. 
KiuinJ:er in his White Houle o&ice by Ani•t.ant to 
the Prei.ident Alexander. M.· Haii;, Jr., at 11 :35 a.m. · 
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Remarks Announcing Appointriie~_t of J. F. terHorst as 
Press Secretary t0 the-Pre~dent. August 9, 1974 

Go'Jd morning: 
~umbc~ . ~nc, it is a -nice ·opportunity this .morning to get reacq~aintcd with 

~any of you who suffered with me when I was over here w_ith Ev Dirksen 
.:rnJ scbsequcntly \vith Hugh Scott. So, let me say that I look forward to 
r.:ce-~i:1g the .new faces, and it is a p~casurc to sec those that I have known 
:-:-£ore. 

! hJ\'C two profound announcements t~ make. 
We will have one of yours as my Press Secretary, Jerry tcrHorst. We will, 

. r~: co:.:rsc, haYc Pau! Miltich and Bill Roberts with Jerry. \Ve haven't worked 
,,~! :i:I the ti~lcs and responsibilities, but that will be our team, and I hope 
.l:hl trust that they can work with you as well a~ Paul and Bill have worked 
,, ::iuhe people that I ha\'e been working with. 
'Fh?-~fl'. · -the- second very profound announcement-I unacr-

s:Jnl: that where many of you arc standing there is a swimming pool, and 
~ , i:J know my great interest in aquatic activity. (Laughter ) 

· ~ !:aYcn't made a firm decision yet. I don't know whether we should solicit 
your recommendations or whether WC should just co~finc it to the National 
S:-.:u ~ iry _Council or some other \'cry important body. [Laughter] 

Lrr me say"again, I do look for~ard to working with you. We will have, I 
t.-.:H. the kind _of rapport and friendship which WC had in the past. And I 
,:u!1·t ask you to treat me any better than I would expect in reverse. . 

\\' r·will ha,·c an open, we will have a candid Administration. I can't change 
::-. : :: .,: ~~t after 61 years. 

S- •• ~;: I can say is thank you for your kindnesses in the past, your reporting, 

;::o..l(l :ind bad, mistakes and maybe a few pluses. · And I say again, good luck 

:J y1.1:.i, and thanks for the opportunity of seeing you this morning . 

.. I: !h~uld tell". you. that J crry ter Horst was, along with se\'eral others,· respon· 
s:;;.:c :~r oy first political success. He and another very fl nc reporter from 

3 
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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOI .. U' l'ION NC). 18~ 

[Submitted by Mr. Wiggins or Callromial 

IN THE HousE oF REPRESENTATIVES, U.S., 
July 20, 1973. 

R esolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), 
That a collection of inaugural addr~, from President George Wash
ington to President Richard M. Nixon, compiled from research volumes 
and State papers by the Legislative Reference Service, Library of Con
gress, be printed with illustrations as a House document ; and ~at 
sixteen thousand two hundred additional copies be printed, of which 
eleven thousand and fifty copies shall be for the use of the House of 
Representatives, and five thousand one hundred and fifty copies for the 
use of the Senate. 

SEc. 2. Copies of such document shall be prorated to Members of 
the Senate and House of Representatives for a period of sixty days, 
after which the unused balance shall revert to the respective Senate 
and House Documents Rooms. 

Passed the House of Representatives June 28, 1973. 
Passed the Senate July 20, 1973. 

II 

tit 1111~ h11 th• ln!'arlnttndent of Documents, U.S. Government Prlntln1t Office 
WuhlnKton, l>.C. 20402 ·Price $3. 30 

Foreword 
I 111111guml Addreaac,, of the Presidents of the United Statr. , from 

' .. or " Wuhington in 1789 to the current administration, arc ull In 
1 Im 1 tl in thia compact but comprehensive publication, reviewed ancl 
1ppmvrcl hy the Committee on House Administration to he printrd 1 

1101111' Document No. go8, 93rd CongreM. 
nylirn!y interested in our Government, including political 11c-irnl' 

111111, 111 racarchera, the preM and other communications media, and 
111 · 1ihly rvtn Presidents-elect, will discover real value in this importnnt 
hook H they take the time to digest it. It is a concise compendium of many 
111 the Ill Ml hi11h>rically critical, albeit inspiring, ideas from the beginninr 
ti111r of l)Ur nation through ita most difficult strcs..es to the pres.1 nt 
1 hnllenga. 

l'hi~ 1inglc volume, based on a careful examination of a voluminoua 
111llrc tlon •>f State papers and messages available from our 1 ountry 
111 hlvea, we consider to be demonstratively factual and commend it 111 

th~ nttcntlon of historical and political scholars and researchers. 

WAYNE L. HAYS, 
Chairman, Committee on House Administration. 

III 



JOHN TYLER 
10111 Pr11id1n1 

MILLARD FILLMORE 
I sth President 

These four Presidents did not make inaugural addresses. Each was a 
Vice President who was sworn into office immediately upon the death 
of the President. Tyler succeeded Harrison; Fillmore succeeded Taylor; 
Johnson succeeded Lincoln; and Arthur succeeded Garfield. 

ANDREW JOHNSON 
17th President 

CHESTER A. ARTHUR 
:1111 Pr11i,1nl 
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George Washington 
l•'IMH1' INAUGURAL ADDRESS IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

APRIL 30, I 789 

I II• • l 1 1 ~Ins of the Senate and of the House of Representatives: 

1111mg the vicissitudes incident to life no event could have filled 
II h greater anxieties than that of which the notification was trans-

111 Ill• d It your order, and received on the 14th day ofthe present month. 
t h1 the nnr hand, I was summoned by my country, whose voice I can 
111 • 1 tu l\r but with veneration and love, from a retreat which I had 
1 )u1 · n with the fondest predilection, and, in my flattering hopes, with 
11 lm11111t 1l>le decision, as the asylum of my declining years--a :retreat 

I 1 1 h WRll rendered every day more necessary as well as more dear to 
1 u I h1 .Jdition of habit to inclination, and of frequent interruptions 
111 111 hralth to the gradual waste committed on it by time. On the 
111h 1 hn11.S, the magnitude and difficulty of the trust to which the voice 
0 1f my rnuntry called me, being sufficient to awaken in the wisest and 
1111 '' p<"ricnced of her citizens a distrustful scrutiny into his qualifica-
11 111 < nuld not but overwhelm with despondence one who (inheriting 
111(n 1111 ~ndowments from nature and unpracticed in the duties of civil 
11 1 111111111tion) ought to be peculiarly conscious of his own deficiencies. 
I 11 11 1 1 m1ftict of emotions all I dare aver is that it has been my faithful 
1111ly to •·>lire t my duty from a just appreciation of every circumstance 

1 



by which it might he 11n cl·cl \II I I 1 11 I 1 th H 111 rrutmg 
this task, I have been too murh 1 d I• 1 111rl11J u11u·mhr •lief' of 
former instances, or by an nflf'<'t111n11h , 11 lhlllt 111 thl1 trim111 f'ndenl 
proof of the confidence of my fcllow-C'itl:tc rn 1u1<l hRV« thrm e too little 
consulted my incapacity as well as disinclination f ot the weighty and 
untried cares before me, my error will be palliated by the motives which 
mislead me, and its consequences be judged by my country with some 
share of the partiality in which they originated. 

Such being the impressions under which I have, in obedience to the 
public summons, repaired to the present station, it would be peculiarly 
improper to omit in this first official act my fervent supplications to that 
j\lmighty Being who rules over the universe, who presides in the councils 
of nations, and whose providential aids can supply every human defect, 
that His benediction may consecrate to the liberties and happinC$ of 
the people of the United States a Government instituted by themselves 
for these essential purposes, and may enable every instrument employed 
m im admini11tration to execute with success the functions allotted to 
his rharge. In tendering this homage to the Great Author of every 
public nnd private ge>od, I asi1ure myself that it expresses your sentiments 
not ltM than my own, nor those of my fellow-citizens at large less than 
r.ither. No people can be bound to acknowledge and adore the Invisib e 

hich ducts the affairs of men more than t o t e nited 
States. Every step by which they have advanced to the character of an 
•independent nation seems to have been distinguished by some token of 
providential agency; and in the important revolution just accomplished 
in the system of their united government the tranquil deliberations and 
voluntary consent of so many distinct communities from which the event 
has resulted can not be compared with the means by which most govern
ments have been established without some return of pious gratitude, 
along with an humble anticipation of the future blessings which the past 
seem to presage. These reflections, arising out of the present crisis, have 
forced themselves too strongly on my mind to be suppressed. You will 
join with me, I trust, in thinking that there are none under the influence 
of which the proceedings of a new and free government can more auspi
ciously commence. 

By the article establishing the executive department it is made the 
duty of the President "to recommend to your consideration such meas
ures as he shall judge necessary and expedient." The c in 111w1tanc 
under which I now meet you will acquit mr frorn r 1111 1111 1111 0 that 
subject further than to refer to the great c11111til11l~n111I Ii 11 .r under 
which you are a~embled, and which. 111 rldl11lt1 d 1• 11 1te11 
the objects to which your attrnt11111 1 1 • 1.. 1111111 rnn-
sistent with those drc 11m111111 • 111 I I f, fr r linp 
which a< 1uatc n11 tr 1 11l t 1 11 11r pm 
ti<:ular mt .111u, t lo 11 I 1 1 •le , 1md 

hie h 11lorn thr ( har 14 tf't 1rlr•c trd to dtvlPlt .mcl adopt 
hon111 d1lr 111 lifil. 1ionl'I I behold the 1mrc11t pledges 

11lr 110 loc ul prcjudicrs or attac:hmenta, no separate views 
11111101ilu , will miAdircct the comprehensive and equal eye 

ht to w le h ovrr thi-1 great auemblage of communities and 
1 •11 111oth' r, that the foundation of our national policy will 

I' 11111t md irnmutable principles of private morality, and the 
of fr•' government be exemplified by all the attributes 

111 the 11Tr.c tiom1 of its citizens and command the respect of 
I 1 I 1•11 on this prospect with every satisfaction which an 
rm 111 · country can inspire, since there is no truth more 
11 1I1IM1rd than that there exists in the economy and course 

111 Inell~ 1nluble union between virtue and happiness; be-
1 11 11111 rulvantage; between the genuine maxims of an honest 

11 1111111ow policy and the solid rewards of public prosperity and 
11u • r ought to be no less persuaded that the propitious smiles 
11 r u1 nrvf'r be expected on a nation that disregards the eternal 
111 Irr nnd right which Heaven itself has ordained; and since 

I t • I 11 h 111 of the sacred fire of liberty and the destiny of the re-
l •, 1 11 11 •Ir I 11f government are justly considered, perhaps, as deeply, 

I 1 I 1 ~rd on the experiment in trusted to the hands of the Amer
·p h 

I t lu 111 ti I nary objects submitted to your care, it will remain with 
1 h 111111t to <Ir< ide how far an exercise of the occasional power 

I I• I hr fifth article of the Constitution is rendered expedient 
I"• • 111 JUn< lure by the nature of objections which have been 

111111 thr system, or by the degree of inquietude which has 
., I 11 I h to them. Instead of undertaking particular recommenda

t 111 1uhjc< t, in which I could be guided by no lights derived 
1 fflr I 1 I opportunities, I shall again give way to my entire con-

111 11111 eliM1 rrnment and pursuit of the public good; for I assure 
th ct whlh11 you carefully avoid every alternation which might 

11 r t I u lie nrfit11 of an united and effective government, or which 
111 I 1 1 iii the future lessons of experience, a reverence for the 

11 lie dghts 11f freemen and a regard for the public harmony 
111111Ir11tly mffuence your deliberations on the question how far the 

HI hr i111pregnably fortified or the latter be safely and advanta-

111111111 •• ··d. 
I • ttu 1111 '"111w observations I have one to add, which will be most 

' 1 1 I ultlrr 1rd to the House of Representatives. It concerns myself, 
• I 111 tlu 1r for1 be a.'I brief as possible. When I was first honored 

I 1 111 l11to the acrvice of my country, then on the eve of an arduous 
Ir frn ii~ liberties, the light in which I contemplated my duty 
• d th 11 I 11hould renounce every pecuniary compensation. From 

1l11t11111 I have in no instance departed; and being still under the 
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imprcalona which produced it, I 11111111 It• llm t 111 tppll1 1hle to myaelf 
any share in the personal cmolun1< 111 whlc h 111 • l1t lndlapc bly 
included in a permanent provision for the ' 1 utlvc lr p1utmcnt, and 
must accordingly pray that the pecuniary estimates for the station in 
which I am placed may during my continuance in it be limited to such 
actual expenditures as the public good may be thought to require. 

Having thus imparted to you my sentiments as they have been 
awakened by the occasion which brings us together, I shall take my 
present leave; but not without resorting once more to the benign Parent 
of the Human Race in humble supplication that, since He has been 
pleased to favor the American people with opportunities for deliberating 
in perfect tranquillity, and dispositions for deciding with unparalleled 
unanimity on a form of government for the security of their union and 
the advancement of their happiness, so His divine blessing may be 
'flually eon1picuow in the enlarged views, the temperate consultationa, 

1utd the wise measures on which the success of this Government must 
dt pr ml 

Ii I I IC 1 IKAI ADDRESS IN THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

MARCH 4, I 793 

till c , II.rd upo~ by the voice of my country to execute the 
11 111 ( .hH f Magistrate. When the occasion proper for it shall 
h •II ' 1111 · \ •>r to express the high sense I entertain of this dis-
1 h111101, and of the confidence which has been reposed in me 

I oplt o( united America. 
· 111 111 thr rxecution of any official act of the President the Con
' 1 Jlllf• 1m oath of office. This oath I am now about to take 

1 1111 pn W'nrr : That if it shall be found during my administra~ 
thc ( 1 1vrrnmc~t I have in any instance violated willingly or 

'' I thr 111functiona thereof, I may (besides incurring consti.tu-
1111111 I 111 11 nt) be subject to the upbraidings of all who are now 

1r thr pr"CACnt solemn ceremony. 
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'·nomas Jefferson 
II< .1 RAJ , ADDRESS AT WASIIINGTON1 D.O. 

MARCii 41 1801 

,,, .. f'j/j llnt 

l II 111 I•• 1111111 r tukC' the duties of the first executive office of nu1 
i• •II 111y1df of the presence of that portion of my fellow 

il 11 1 he re ,, • mbled to exprC88 my grateful thanks for the 
I 11 Ir t IH ' hn V<' I 11 1 ·11 pleaaed to look toward me, to dcclar1 .1 

that the tuk is above my talents, and that r up 
nh 1111 • .rn1t11>11N und awful presentiments whic:h the great 

1111 • uul tlu wc·wmc1111 of my powers so justly inapir1• A 
111• ul <1H·1 11 wide and fruitful land, travening nil the 

II r h h pr rnlu< llOllN of their industry, engaged in rnmm<"r< c 
111 I 'I powrr 11nd forget right, advancing rapidly to 

111 the r< •• h of mortal eye- ·When I contemplate tht 1 

f, 1• 1 1 1. 1111d ~rr thr honor, the happincu, and the hc'I " "' of 
111111 , 1 rnru11ittrd to the illue, and the auapic<"N of tbla day, 

111 1111 • 11111t 111pln.tio11, and humble myself he-fort' thr magnl· 
., l 11 .i 1111( l Jttnty, indeed, should I deapair did not the 
• 01 "hum I hur r1rr rrm111cl me tl1 11 in the· otl111 high 

lc 11,, 0111 < '01111tilutim1 1 lhall find 1'C'"M11tr1r 1of"'1 •:dom, 
ti 011 whl< h tc• r, ly undr 1 111 <lilli< ultir , ' I 'o you. the 11 , 



gentlemen, who arc charged with the "'' 1111(11 1111111111111 11f lrgbd 111011 

j and to those associated with you, I look with r111 0111 agement for th 1t 
guidance and support which may enahlr 1111 to dc 1•r with 1afcty the vc •I 
in which we are all embarked amidst the • •>nftic ting elem en ta of 1 

troubled world. 
During the contest of opinion through which we have pa!ISCd the am 

mation of discus.sions and of exertions has sometimes worn an ruipct t 
which might impose on strangers unused to think freely and to speak ancl 
to write what they think; but this being now decided by the voice of tht 
nation, announced according to the rules of the Constitution, all will, of 
course, arrange themselves under the will of the law, and unite in corn 
mon efforts for the common good. All, too, will bear in mind this !\arl't'cl 
principle, that though the will of the majority is in all cases to prev I. 
that will to be rightful must be reasonable; that the minority pC>Mellt 
their equal rights, which equal law must protect, and to violate would he 
oppression. Let us, then, fellow-citizens, unite with one heart and 
one mind. Let us restore to social intercourse that harmony and aft'ec 
ti on without which liberty and even life itself are but dreary thinp 
And let us reflect that, having banished from our land that religi2.,UI 
intolerance under which mankind so long bled and suffered, we have yet 
gTncd"'Tt'fik if we countenance a political intolerance as despotic, M 

wicked, and capable of a.11 bitter and bloody persecutions. During the 
throes and convulsions of the ancient world, during the agonizing spasnui 
of infuriated man, seeking through blood and slaughter his long-lost lib 
erty, it was not wonderful that the agitation of the billows should reach 
even this distant and peaceful shore; that this should be more f cit and 
feared by some and less by others, and should divide opinions as to 
measures of safety. But eve difference of opinion is n a diff 

1 of princi le. We ha e called by d' erent names re ren of the 
pnnc1ple. We are all Republicans, we are all Federalists. If there 
any among us who would wish to disrolve this Union or to change itl 
republican form, let them stand undisturbed as monuments of the saf et 
with which error of opinion may be tolerated where reason is left f l"Cf 

to combat it. I know, indeed, that some honest men fear that a rcpub 
lican government can not be strong, that this Government is not 11tronit 
enough; but would the honest patriot, in the full tide of succcuf ul 
experiment, abandon a government which has so far kept us free ancl 
firm on the theoretic and visionary fear that this Government, tht 
world's best hope, may by pos.sibility want energy to preserve itself? I 
trust not. I believe this, on the contrary, the strongest Government 011 

earth. I believe it the only one where every man, at the call of the law 
would fly to the standard of the law, and would mc<'t invasions of thr 
public order as his own personal concern. Somt-timeA it ia . id that mnn 
can not be trusted with the govrrmnrnt 1>( him'• If Can hl', thrn, 1,.. 

Ii 

Ith the ••I\' 111111< 11t of othrn.' Or have wr found .ingrl In the 
I 111 to l(llV• m him? Let history answer this quatlon. 

t hrn, with courage and rnnfidcncc punue our own F edcral 
1 uhlh 111 pt 111< 1plea, 1>ur attachment to union and representative 

"' ut I\ 1111Uy aep rated by nature and a wide ocean from the 
1 111111 h11 111 of one quarter of the globe; too high-minded to 

1111 •Ir 1 1l 1tio1111 of the others; possessing a chosen country, with 
Ii f111 our dcacendants to the thousandth and thousandth gen

' 111111 1lnlng. due !ICnsc of our equal right to the use of our own 
11 1 I hr ' quiaition~ of our own industry, to honor and confidence 

1 I 1 llow dtlzena, resulting not from birth, but from our actions 
1111 nf them; enlightened by a benign religion, professed, 

11tl 111111 tired in various forms, yet all of them inculcating 
1111lh tcmperancc, gratitude, and the love of man; acknowl-
11 I lor tng an overruling Providence, which by all its dispensa
, th tl it delights in the happiness of man here and his greater 
h111 1ftrr with all these blessings, what more is necessary to 
h 1ppy nn<l a pl"O!lpcrous people? Still one thing more, fellow

.,, and ~Government, which shall restrain men from 
1 111 111othcr, Ahall Tcavc them otherw; free to reguiate. ~r 

1 of 1111111 I ry and improvement, an shall not take from the 
I 11h111 lfit- hr 11Hi: Jias earned. __ Th1S is the sum of gOO<I govem-
1l 1hlt 1 m<<'~'la_!)' to clOietftc circle of our felicities. 
I 11 nit 1, rc;TI"ow-citizcm, on the exercise of duties which com

, 1 thing dear and valuable to you, it is proper you should 
11 I hut I deem the essential principles of our Government, 

'1'" 11tl thn11«' which ought to shape its Administration. I 
them within the narrowC'>t compass they will bear, stating 

1 I p11n11plt, but not all its limitations. Equal and exact 
II nun of whatever state or persuasion, religious or political; 

1tncl honest f ricndship with all nations, entangling 
Uh 1111111 , the support of the State governments in all their 

1111 1111111 c <>rnpetent administrations for our domestic concerns 
11t 1 h11lw1trktt againat antircpublican tendencies; !!_l~re8el:.. 
1h1 < .1111 ml C:.>Vemmcnt in its who~ constitutiona!vi&Or;'~. 

111111111 ,f our peace at home and safety abroad_; a jeilous 
'I T11 of 1 11·, tion by the pcople--a mild and safe corrective 

1111 It 1m lopJH'd by the sword of revolution where peaceable 
11111111 1 ii ltd; abiolute acquiescence in the decisions of the 

II '' prindple of republics, from which is no appeal but 
It ii pr 111dpJe and immediate parent of despotism; a well-

! 1111111 , our l><11t reliance in peace and for the first moments 
I II 11 111 u 11111y relieve them; the supremacy of the civil over 

1 h111 ity •·Mnomy in the public expense, that labor may 
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be lightly burthcned; tht hnm 11 p1tymt 111 of 11111 d.r I 1t and Narrrd pr, 
crvation of the public faith; rnrnuntgrnu nt of ngr lrnltur nml of 0111 

mercc as its handmaid; the diffusion of informnt1on and arraign nt 
of all abuses at the bar of the public reason; frcrdom of religion; freedom 
of the press, and freedom of person under the protection of the hahrlll' 
corpus, and trial by juries impartially selected. These princlple1 for 111 

the bright constellation which has gone before us and guided our 11tr I" 
through an age of revolution and reformation. The wisdom of our 
sages and blood of our heroes have been devoted to their attainment 
They should be the creed of our political faith, the text of civic in1tn1< 
tion, the touchstone by which to try the services of those we trust; and 
should we wander from them in moments of error or of alarm, let w 
hasten to retrace our steps and to regain the road which alone lead.I hi 

ce, liberty, and safety. 
I repair, then, fellow-citizens, to the post you have assigned mC'. 

With experience enough in subordinate offices to have seen the diffi 
cultics of this the greatest of all, I have learnt to expect that it will rarely 
fall to the lot of imperfect man to retire from this station with the reputa 

on and the favor which bring him into it. Without pretentiona to 
that high confidence you reposed in our first and greatest revolution 
harac hr, whose preeminent services had entitled him to the first pl 

in hi11 country'• love and destined for him the fairest page in the volum 
of faithful history, I ask so much confidence only as may give firmnCll 
and effect to the legal administration of your affairs. I shall often go 
wrong through defect of judgment. When right, I shall often be thought 
wrong by those whose positions will not command a view of the whole 
ground. I ask your indulgence for my own errors, which will never 
be intentional, and your support against the errors of others, who may 
condemn what they would not if seen in all its parts. The approbati 
implied by your suffrage is a great consolation to me for the past, and 
my future solicitude will be to retain the good opinion of those whe> 
have bestowed it in advance, to conciliate that of others by doing them 
all the good in my power, and to be instrumental to the happiness and 
freedom of all. 

Relying, then, on the patronage of your good will, I advance with 
obedience to the work, ready to retire from it whenever you becomt 
sensible how much better choice it is in your power to make. And 
may that Infinite Power which rules the destinies of the universe leacl 
our councils to what is best, and give them a favorable issue for your 
peace and prosperity. 
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11JOND INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

frllow citizens, to that qualification which the Constitu
l 11 fem my entrance on the charge again conferred on me, it 

Ii • 111 1 the deep sense I entertain of this new proof of 
1 II ' '"' my fellow-citizens at large, and the zeal with which it 

"' 11111 c omluct myself as may best satisfy their just expectations. 
1 111 1hi1 ilAtion on a former occasion I declared the principles 

I I '"lie , ,1 it my duty to administer the affairs of our Common
' c 1111~1 1rni e tells me I have on every occasion acted up to 

1 I 1 Ihm u c 111ding to its obvious import and to the understand
' 1111Jid mind. 

It ui 11011 of your foreign affairs we have endeavored to culti-
1ulmlp of all nations, and especially of those with which we 

1111111 11 111rtant relations. We have done them justice on all 
I 1 °'' cl where favor was lawful, and cherished mutual interests 

1111 1 011 f !r and equal terms. We are firmly convinced, and 
1 t I h 1 • 1111vi< I ion, that with nations as with individuals our inter-

11 1 iii ulatrd will ever be found inseparable from our moral 
11 1 hi '' '' hrnrH witness to the fact that a just nation is trusted 
I hr 11 1·r1 mm1c is had to armaments and wars to bridle others. 
• fr llow c itizcm, you best know whether we have done well 

111•1111 um of unnecessary offices, of useless establishments 
1111hl1 ii u~ toCliscontmue our mtemal taxes. These, cov- . ./ r, , 

11 I 1111 II h offi1 e1'11 and our doors to theTr intrusions haa ·rA' '"""' 
l Ul ti mm r. dorniciliar vexatio whic entered 
I I • hr 11 1trai cd frorn m successivel eve artic e o 

I 111 1il 1111 If among these taxes some minor ones fell which 
11 1111 •mvrnicnt, it was because their amount would not have 

I 1 ' 1 who 1 ollected them, and because, if they had any merit, 
11 ho11111 might adopt them instead of others less approved. 

11 V<'nue on the consumption of foreign articles is paid 
1 h ' who 1 an aft'ord to add foreign luxuries to domestic 

1 • ollc•1 t I on our seaboard and frontiers only, and incorpo-
tl It '""'lions of our mercantile citizens, it may be the pleas-

1 I I lc of I American to ask, What f,nncr, what mechanic, 
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what laborer ever sec.~ a taxgathcrcr of the United States? l'he11c 1 on
tributions enable us to support the current expenses of the Government, 
to fulfill contracts with foreign nations, to extinguish the native right of 
soil within our limits, to extend those limits, and to apply such a surplus 
to our public debts as places at a short day their final redemption, and 
that redemption once effected the revenue thereby liberated may, by a 
just repartition of it among the States and a corresponding amendment of 
the Constitution, be applied in time of peace to rivers, canals, roads, arts, 
manufactures, education, and other great objects within each State. In 
time of war, if injustice by ourselves or others must sometimes produce 
war, increased as the same revenue will be by increased population and 
consumption, and aided by other resources reserved for that crisis, it may 
meet within the year all the expenses of the year without encroaching 
on the rights of future generations by burthening them with the debts of 
the past. War will then be but a suspension of useful works, and a return 
to a state of peace, a return to the progress of improvement. 

I have said, fellow-citizens, that the income reserved had enabled us to 
extend our limits, but that extension may possibly pay for itself before 
we are called on, and in the meantime may keep down the accruing 
interest; in all events, it will replace the advances we shall have made. 
I know that the acquisition of Louisiana has been disapproved by some 
from a candid apprehension that the enlargement of our territory would 
endanger its union. But who can limit the extent to which the federa
tive principle may operate effectivdy? The larger our asoociation the 
l~ will it be shaken by local passions; and in any view is it not better 
that the opposite bank of the Mississippi should be settled by our own 
brethren and children than by strangers of another family? With which 
should we be most likdy to live in harmony and friendly intercourse? 

In matters of rdigion I have considered that its free exercise is placed 
by the Constitution independent of the powers of the General Govern
ment. I have therefore undertaken on no occasion to prescribe the 
religious exercises suited to it, but have left them, as the Constitution 
found them, under the direction and discipline of the church or state 
authorities acknowledged by the several religious societies. 

The aboriginal inhabitants of these countries I have regarded with 
the commiseration their history inspires. Endowed with the faculties 
and the rights of men, breathing an ardent love of liberty and inde
pendence, and occupying a country which left them no desire but to be 
undisturbed, the stream of overflowing population from other regions 
directed itsdf on these shores; without power to divert or habits to con
tend against it, they have been overwhelmed by the current or driven 
before it; now reduced within limits too narrow for the hunter's state 
humanity enjoins us to teach them agriculture and the domestic arts~ 
to encourage them to that industry which alone can enable them to 
maintain their place in existence and to prepare them in time for that 
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1.111 of 0( lr'I whl{ h In hcHtlly rnmrort1 1dd1 lhc 1mpr11 mcnt of 1hr 
mmd 1md mor ''' W havt' thtr forr lihrrally f urniahcd them with the 
1mple~cnta of h~1bandry and hou!IChold use; we have placed among 
thtm t~Atructors m the arts of first ncccsaity, and they are covered with 
the aegu of the law against aggressors from among ourselves. 

But the endeavors to enlighten them on the fate which awaits their 
present course of lif c, to induce them to exercise their reason, follow its 
dictates, and change their pursuits with the change of circumstances 
have ~owe~ul obst~cl«;8 to encounter; they are combated by the habits 
of their bo~1cs, prejudices of their minds, ignorance, pride, and the in
fluence of mterested and crafty individuals among them who feel them
aclv~ so!11cthing in the present order of things and fear to become 
nothmg m any other. These persons inculcate a sanctimonious rever
ence for the customs of their ancestors; that whatsoever they did must 
be done through all time; that reason is a false guide, and to advance 
un~cr its counsel in their physical, moral, or political condition is 
perilous innovation; that their duty is to remain as their Creator made 
them, ignorance being safety· and knowledge full of danger in short 

f . ds ' ' my nen , among them also is seen the action and counteraction of 
good se~ and ~f bigo~; th«:Y toe;> have their antiphilosophists who 
find an ~terest m keepmg things m their present state, who dread 
rcfo~ation, and exert. all their faculties to maintain the ascendency of 
habit o;~r the duty of. improving our reason and obeying its mandates. 

In givmg th~e outlines I do not mean, fell ow-citizens, to arrogate to 
m

8
yself. the ment of the measures. That is due, in the first place, to the 

rt • c~ting_ character of our citizens at large, who, by the weight of public 
op1mon, mfluence and strengthen the public measures. It is due to the 
sound discretion with which they sdect from among themselves those to 
whom they confide the legislative duties. It is due to the zeal and wis
dom ?f th~ characters thus selected, who lay the foundations of public 
happmess m wholesome laws, the execution of which alone remains for 
others, a~d it is due to.the abl.e and faithful auxiliaries, whose patriotism 
has associated them with me m the executive functions. 

During this course of administration, and in order to disturb i 
ar ery o een evelled a amst us, c ar e with wh 
c,vcr its .icentlousness co evise or are. These abuses o an institu-
tion so important to freedom and science are dee 1 to be re retted 
~«muc as t ey tend to lessen its usefulness and to saE its safety. e; ~ 

rntght, m<1eed, have been corrected by the wholesome punishments ~.~ -- f ll...J..~ 
reserved to and provided by the laws of the several States against false- · (j/1"~ -
hood and defamation, but public duties more urgent press on the time 
of public servants, and the off enders have therefore been left to find 
their punishment in the public indignation. 

Nor was it uninteresting to the world that an experiment should be 
fairly and fully made, whether freedom of discussion, unaided by power, 
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is not sufficient for th(' pr 1p.1 • llion 111cl protrc 111111 11! tr 11th whr thf•r 1 
government conducting itself in the true spirit of it 1 onatitution, with 
~ and purity, and doing no act which it would be unwilling the 
wh~ world should witness, can be written down by falsehood and 
defamation. The experiment has been tried; you have witnessed the 
scene; our fellow-citizens looked on, cool and collected; they saw the 
latent source from which these outrages proceeded; they gatheted 
around their- public functionaries, and when the Constitution called 
them to the decision by suffrage, they pronounced their verdict, honor
able to those who had served them and consolatory to the friend of man 
who believes that he may be trusted with the control of his own affairs. 

No inference is here intended that the laws provided by the States 
against false and defamatory publications should not be enforced; he 
who has time renders a service to public morals and public tranquillity 
in reforming these abuses by the salutary coercions of the law; but the 
experiment is noted to prove that, since truth and reason have main
tained their ground against false opinions in league with false facts, the 
press, confined to truth, needs no other legal restraint; the public judg
ment will correct false reasonings and opinions on a full hearing of all 
parties; and no other definite line can be drawn between the inestimable 
liberty of the press and -its demoralizing licentiousness. If there be still 
improprieties which this rule would not remain, its supplement must be 
sought in the censorship of public opinion. 

Contemplating the union of sentiment now manifested so generally as 
auguring harmony and happiness to our future course, I offer to our 
country sincere congratulations. With those, too, not yet rallied to the 
same point the disposition to do so is gaining strength ; facts are pierc
ing through the veil drawn over them, and our doubting brethren will at 
length see that the mass of their fell ow-citizens with whom they can not 
yet resolve to act as to principles and measures, think as they think and 
desire what they desire; that our wish as well as theirs is that the public 
efforts may be directed honestly to the public good, that peace be culti
vated, civil and religious liberty unassailed, law and order preserved, 
equality of rights maintained, and that state of property, equal or un
equal, which results to every man from his own industry or that of his 
father's. When satisfied of these views it is not in human nature that they 
should not approve and support them. In the meantime let us cherish 
them with patient affection, let us do them justice, and more than justice, 
in all competitions of interest, and we need not doubt that truth, reason, 
and their own interests will at length prevail, will g<:.ther them into the 
fold of their country, and will complete that entire union of opinion 
which gives to a nation the blessing of harmony and the benefit of all its 
strength. 

I shall now enter on the duties to which my fellow-citizens have again 
called me, and shall proceed in the spirit of those principles which they 
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h&Vf · pp1ow1 I I ft 11 11111 thnt 1tt1 motiw 1 if intn ·11t may I cud Ill<' 
utray, I am 11rn11ihlc of no f>UMJOH which could 11rduc, mr. knowingly 
from the path of ju1tice, but the weakncuca of human nature and the 
Hmita of my own understanding will produce errors of judgment some
times injurious to your interests. I shall need, therefore all the indul-

, ' 
gence which I have heretofore experienced from my constituents; the 
want of it will certainly not lessen with increasing years. I shall need, 
too, the favor of that Being in whose hands we are, who led our fathers, 
as Israel of old, from their native land and planted them in a country 
ftowing with all the necessaries and comforts of life; who has covered 
our infancy with His providence and our riper years with His wisdom 
a~d power, and to whose goodness I ask you to join in supplications 
wit~ me t~at He will so enlighten the minds of your servants, guide 
thetr councils, and prosper their measures that whatsoever they do shall 
result in your good, and shall secure to you the peace, friendship, and 
approbation of all nations. 

21 



Abraham Lincoln 
FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

Fellow-Citizens of the United States: 

In compliance with a custom as old as the Government itself, I appear 
before you to address you briefly and to take in your presence the oath 
prescribed by the Constitution of the United States to be taken by the 
President "before he enters on the execution of this office." 

I do not consider it necessary at present for me to disc~ those matters 
of administration about which there is no special anxiety or excitement. 

Apprehension seems to exist among the people of the Southern States 
that by the accession of a Republican Administration their property and 
their peace and personal security are to be endangered. There has never 
been any reasonable cause for such apprehension. Indeed, the most 
ample evidence to the contrary has all the while existed and been open 
to their inspection. It is found in nearly all the published speeches of 
him who now addresses you. I do but quote from one of those speeches 
when I declare that-

1 ha~no_purpose, directly or indirectly. to jpterfere with thU,usti
tulrbD of slavery in the States where it exists. I believe I have no h\'dYJ 
~o so, and I havCri01'nclination to do so. 
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Those who nominated and elected m<" did 110 with full knowl<"dge 1 hAt I 
had made this and many similar declarations and had never rC'rnntc cl 
them; and more than this, they placed in the platform for my accept am r 
and as a law to themselves and to me, the clear and emphatic resolution 
which I now read: 

Resolved, That the maintenance inviolate of the rights of the State 
and especially the right of each State to order and control its own 
domestic institutions according to its own judgment exclusively, is cs.'lrn 
tial to that balance of power on which the perfection and enduran of 
our political fabric depend; and we denounce the lawless invasion by 
armed force of the soil of any State or Territory, no matter what prct 
as among the gravest of crimes. 

I now reiterate these sentiments, and in doing so I only press upon the 
public attention the most conclusive evidence of which the case is su 
ceptible that the property, peace, and security of no section are to be in 
any wise endangered by the now incoming Administration. I add, t0<1, 
that all the protection which, consistently with the Constitution and tht 
laws, can be given will be cheerfully given to all the States when law· 
fully demanded, for whatever cause-as cheerfully to one section as to 
another. 

There is much controversy about the delivering · up of fugitives from 
service or labor. The clause I now read is as plainly written in the Con• 
stitution as any other of its provisions: 

No penon held to service or labor in one State, under the laws thereof esca 
into another, shall in consequenee of any law or regulation therein be disch 
from 1uch service or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom 
1uch 1ervice or labor may be due. 

It is scarcdy questioned that this provision was intended by those who 
made it for the reclaiming of what we call fugitive slaves; and the intcn• 
tion of the lawgiver is the law. All members of Congress swear their 
support to the whole Constitution-to this provision as much as to any 
other. To the proposition, then, that slaves whose cases come within 
the terms of this clause ''shall be delivered up" their oaths are unani· 
mous. Now, if they would make the effort in good temper, could they 
not with nearly equal unanimity frame and pass a law by means of which 
to keep good that unanimous oath? 

There is some difference of opinion whether this clause should be en· 
forced by national or by State authority, but surely that difference is not 
a very material one. If the slave is to be surrendered, it can be of but 
little consequence to him or to others by which authority it is done. 
And should anyone in any case be content that his oath shall go unkept 
on a merely unsubstantial controversy as to how it shall be kept? 

Again: In any law upon this subject ought not all the safeguards of 
liberty known in civilized and humane jurisprudence to be introduced so . , 
that a free man be not m any case surrendered as a slave? And might 
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1 11nl hr well 1\t thf rmmr 111111 II• I'' tch t. 111 1111 thr rnfor 1 cmcnt 
I 111111 < lnu!lt" in the Coniditullon hh It •11111rntc 1 that 

11the citizens of 
,, h St.•lc shall be entitled to nil (>rl 1 r ~ · and immunities of citizens 

111 1tu iteVeral States"? 
I t kc the official oath to-day with no mental reservations and with no 

11111111 ~r. to construe the Constitution or laws by any hypercritical rules; 
"" while I do not choose now to specify particular acts of Congress as 

I" opt'r to be enforced, I do suggest that it will be much safer for all, both 
111 official and private stations, to conform to and abide by all those acts 

hi< h stand unrepealed than to violate any of them trusting to find 
Impunity in having them held to be unconstitutional. 

It ls .seventy-two years since the first inauguration of a President under 
11ur National Constitution. During that period fifteen different and 
11n tly distinguished citizens have in succession administered the execu
tive branch of the Govemme.nt. They have .conducted it through many 
p• d.la, and generally with great success. Yet, with all this scope of prec-
dent, I now enter upon the same task for the brief constitutional term 

of four years under great and peculiar difficulty. _A disruption pf lb~ 
lfcderal Union, heretofore only menaced, is now formidably attempted. 

Thold that m contemplation of uruversai law and of me Cmmdttltron 
the Union of these Sates is perpetual. Perpetuity is implied, if not ex-
1tremcd, in the fundamental law of all national governments. It is safe 
lo assert that no government proper ever had a provision in its organic 
1,w for its own termination. Continue to execute all the express provi-
0111111 of our National Constitution,. and the Union will endure forever, it 
hcdng impos&ble to destroy it except by some action not provided for in 
th instrument itseH. 

Again: If the United States be not a government proper, but an asso
< iatlon of States in the nature of contract merely, can it, as a contract, 
I 1< peaceably unmade by less than all the parties who made it? . One 
purty to a contract may violate it-break it, so to speak-but does it not 
1iequirc all to lawfully rescind it? . . .. 

Descending from these general. pnnc1ples, we find the prop0S1tlon that 
111 legal contempiation the Union is perpetual confirmed by the history 
of the Union itself. The Union is much older than the Constitution. It 
was fonned, in fact, by the Articles of Association in 1774. It was ma
tured and continued by the Declaration of Independence in 1776. It 
was further matured, and the faith of all the then thirteen States ex-
1>ressly plighted and engaged that it should be perpetual, by the Articles 
of Confederation in 1778. And finally, in 1787, one of the declared 
objects for ordaining and establishing the Constitution was "to form a 

rnore perfect Union." 
But if destruction of the Union by one or by a part only of the States 

be lawfully possible, the Union is less perfect than before the Constitu
tie>n, having lost the vital clement of perpetuity. 
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It follows from thcae views that no State upon it own mere motion 
can lawfully get out of the Union; that r1solv11 an<l ordinane1s to that 
effect are legally void, and that acts of violence within any State or States 
against the authority of the United States are insurrcctionary or revolu
tionary, according to circumstances. 

I therefore consider that in view of the Constitution and the laws the 
Union is unbroken, and to the extent of my ability, I shall take care, as 
the Constitution itself expressly enjoins upon me, that the laws of the 
Union be faithfully executed in all the States. Doing this I deem to be 
only a simple duty on my part, and I shall perform it so far as practicable 
unless my rightful masters, the American people, shall withhold the 

(

requisite means or in some authoritative manner direct the contrary. I 
trust this will not be regarded as a menace, but only as the declared 
purpose of the Union that it will constitutionally defend and maintain 
itself. 

In doing this there needs to be no bloodshed or violence and there 
shall be none unlC!ll it be forced upon the national auth~rity. The 
power confided to me will be used to hold, occupy, and possess the prop
erty and places belonging to the Government and to collect the duties 
and impoata; but beyond what may be nece~ary for these objects, there 
will be no invasion, no using of force against or among the people any
where. Where hostility to the United States in any interior locality shall 
be so great and universal as to prevent competent resident citizens from 
holding the Federal offices, there will be no attempt to force obnoxious 
strangers among the people for that object. While the strict legal right 
may exist in the Government to enforce the exercise of these offices, the 
attempt to do so would be so irritating and so nearly impracticable withal 
that I deem it better to forego for the time the uses of such offices. 

The mails, unless repelled, will continue to be furnished in all parts 
of the Union. So far as possible the people everywhere shall have that 
sense of perfect security which is most favorable to calm thought and 
reflection. The course here indicated will be followed unless current 
even~ and experience shall show a modification or change to be proper, 
and m every case and exigency ,my best discretion will be exercised 
according to circumstances actually existing and with a view and a ho~ 
of a peaceful solution of the national troubles and the restoration of 
fraternal sympathies and affections. 

Tha~ there are persons in one section or another who seek to destroy 
the Umon at all events and are glad of any pretext to do it I will neither 
affirm nor deny; but if there be such, I need ad~ no word to them. 
To th05C, however, who really love the Union may I not speak? 

Before entering upon so grave a matter as the destruction of our 
~ational fa~ric, with all. its benefits, its memories, and its hopes, would 
it not be WlSe to ascertain precisely why we do it? Will you hazard so 
desperate a step while there is any possibility that any portion of the 

122 

ill" you fty from have no r, I 1111, 111 , •' Will you, while the certain ilh 
you fly to are greater than 1111 the rral ones you fly from, will you risk 
the commission of so f e ful a mi.stake? 

All profw to be content in the Union if all constitutional rights can 
be maintained. Is it true, then, that any right plainly written in the 
Constitution has been denied? I think not. Happily, the human mind 
is so constituted that no party can reach to the audacity of doing this. 
Think, if you can, of a single instance in which a plainly written provi
sion of the Constitution has ever been denied. If by the mere force of 
numbers a majority should deprive a minority of any clearly written con
stitutional right, it might in a moral po4it of view justify revolution; 
certainly would if such right were a vital one. But such is not our case. 
All the vital rights of minorities and of individuals are so plainly assured 
to them by affirmations and negations, guaranties and prohibitions, in 
the Constitution that controversies never arise concerning them. · But 
no organic law can ever be framed with a provision specifically applicable 
to every question which may occur in practical administration. No fore
sight can anticipate nor any document of reasonable length contain ex
press provisions for all possible questions. Shall fugitives from labor be 
surrendered by national or by State authority? The Constitution does not 
cxpr~y say. May Congress prohibit slavery in the Territories? The 
Constitution does not expres&y say. Must Congr~ protect slavery in 
the Territories? The Constitution does not expres&y say. 

From questions of this class spring all our constitutional controversies, 
and we divide upon them into majorities and minorities. If the minority 
will not acquiesce, the majority must, or the Government must cease. 
There is no other alternative, for continuing the Government is acquies
cence on one side or the other. If a minority in such case will secede 
rather than acquiesce, they make a precedent which in tum will divide 
and ruin them, for a minority of their own will secede from them when
ever a majority refuses to be controlled by such minority. For instance, 
why may not any portion of a new confederacy a year or two hence arbi
trarily secede again, precisely as portions of the present Union now claim 
to secede from it? All who cherish disunion sentiments are now being 
educated to the exact temper of doing this. 

Is there such perfect identity of interests among the States to compose 
a new union as to produce harmony only and prevent renewed secession? 

Plainly the central idea of secession is the essence of anarchy. A 
majority held in restraint by constitutional checks and limitations, and 
always changing easily with deliberate changes of popular opinions and 
sentiments, is the only true sovereign of a free people. Whoever rejects 
it docs of necessity fly to anarchy or to despotism. Unanimity is impos
sible. The rule of a minority, as a permanent arrangement, is wholly 
inadmis.sible; so that, rejecting the majority principle, anarchy or despot
ism in some form is all that is left. 
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I do not forget the position assumed by 11oml' t hn.t < on11titutionnl quea
tions are to be decided by the Supreme Court, nor do I deny that such 
decisions must be binding in any case upon the parties to a suit as to the 
object of that suit, while they are also entitled to very high respect and 
consideration in all parallel cases by all other departments of the Gov
ernment. And while it is obviously possible that such decision may be 
erroneous in any given case, still the evil effect following it, being limited 
to that particular case, with the chance that it may be overruled and 
never become a precedent for other cases, can better be borne than could 
the evils of a different practice. At the same time, the candid citizen 
must confess that if the policy of the Government upon vital questions 
affecting the whole people is to be irrevocably fixed by decisions of the 
Supreme Court, the instant they are made in ordinary litigation between 
parties in personal actions the people will have ceased to be their own 
rulers, having to that extent practically resigned their Government into 
the hands of that eminent tribunal. Nor is there in this view any assault 
upon the court or the judges. It is a duty from which they may not 
shrink to decide cases properly brought before them, and it is no fault of 
theirs if others seek to tum their decisions to political purposes. 

One section of our country believes slavery is right and ought to be ex
tended, while the other believes it is wrong and ought not to be extended. 
This is the only substantial dispute. The fugitive-slave clause of the 
Constitution and the law for the suppression of the foreign slave trade 
are each as well enforced, perhaps, as any law can ever be in a community 
where the moral sense of the people imperfectly supports the law itseli. 
The great body of the people abide by the dry legal obligation in both 
cases, and a few break over in each. This, I think, can not be perfectly 
cured, and it would be worse in both cases after the separation of the sec
tions than before. The foreign slave trade, now imperfectly suppressed, 
would be ultimately revived without restriction in one section, while fugi,. 
tive slaves, now only partially surrendered, would not be surrendered at 
all by the other. 

Physically speaking, we can not separate. We can not remove our 
respective sections from each other nor build an impassable wall between 
them. A husband and wife may be divorced and go out of the presence 
and beyond the reach of each other, but the different parts of our country 
can not do this. They can not but remain face to face, and intercourse, 
either amicable or hostile, must continue between them. Is it possible, 
then, to make that intercourse more advantageous or more satisfactory 
after separation than before? Can aliens make treaties easier than 
friends can make laws? Can treaties be more faithfully enforced be
tween aliens than laws can among friends? Suppose you go to war, you 
can not fight always; and when, after much loss on both sides and no 
gain on either, you cease fighting, the identical old questions, as to tenns 
of intercourse, are again upon you. 
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Thia• 1mntry1 wllh II 111 111111 11 1, 11•111· to the (M'Ople who inhabit 
it. Whenever they ich1tll I,, H or the ni1ting Government, they 
can exercise their wnltil 1111 1 1/ d.cht of , mending it or their r1volution° 
ary right to dismember 1>r ovNthrow it. I can not be ignorant of the 
fact that many worthy and patriotic citizens are desirous of having the 
National Constitution amended. While I make no recommendation of 
amendments, I fully recognize the rightful authority of the people over 
the whole subject, to be exercised in either of the modes prescribed in 
the instrument itself; and I should, under existing circumstances, favor 
rather than oppose a fair opportunity being afforded the people to act 
upon it. I will venture to add that to me the convention mode seem11 
preferable, in that it allows amendments to originate with the people 
themselves, instead of only permitting them to take or reject propoli
tions originated by others, not especially chosen for the purpose, and 
which might not be precisely such as they would wish to either accept or 
refuse. I understand a proposed amendment to the Constitution- which 
amendment, however, I have not seen-has passed Congress, to the effect 
that the Federal Government shall never interfere with the domestic 
institutions of the States, including that of persons held to service. To 
avoid misconstruction of what I have said, I depart from my purpose not 
to speak of particular amendments so far as to say that, holding such a 
provision to now be implied. constitutional law, I have no objection to 
its being made express and irrevocable. 

The Chief Magistrate derives all his authority from the people, and 
they have referred none upon him to fix terms for the separation of 
the States. The people themselves can do this if also they choose, 
but the Executive as such has nothing to do with it. His duty is to 
administer the present Government as it came to his hands and to trans
mit it unimpaired by him to his successor. 

Why should there not be a patient confidence in the ultimate justice of 
the people? Is there any better or equal hope in the world? In our 
present differences, is either party without faith of being in the right? 
If the Almighty Ruler of Nations, with His eternal truth and justicr, 111 
on your side of the North, or on yours of the South, that truth and that 
justice will surely prevail by the judgment of this great tribunal of th( 
American people. 

By the frame of the Government under which we live this same 111 . , 
pie have wisely given their public servants but little power for mischief, 
and have with equal wisdom provided for the return of that little to their 
own hands at very short intervals. While the people retain their vir· 
tue and vigilance no Administration 'by any extreme of wickednr1& .or 
~~!}'. s_enously mjure_~~~ ~..?~~!;lm.ent in the short space of four 
years. 

""""" My countrymen, one and all, think calmly and well upon this whole 
subject. Nothing valuable can be lost by taking time. If there be an 
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object to Aurry any of you in hot haste to a ltep which you would never 
take d1liberalely, that object will be frustrated by taking time; but no 
good object can be frustrated by it. Such of you as arc now diMatisficd 
still have the old Constitution unimpaired, and, on the sensitive point, 
the laws of your own framing under it; while the new Administration 
will have no immediate power, if it would, to change either. If it were 
admitted that you who are dissatisfied hold the right side in the dispute, 
there still is no single good reason for precipitate action. Intelligence, 

l 
patriotism, Christianity, and a firm reliance on Him who has never yet 
forsake!_l_!_his_favored Et!1d a:r:e still competeq,_t to adjust jn the best way 
"'all OU_!' .E_J'esen~~ 

n your ands, my dISSatisfied fellow-countrymen, and not in mine, is 
the momentous ~e of civil war. The Government will not assail you. 
You can have no conflict without being yourselves the aggressors. You 
have no oath registered in heaven to destroy the Government, while I 
shall have the most solemn one to "preserve, protect, and defend it." 

/ I am loath to close. We are not enemies, but friends. We must not 
be enemies. Though passion may have strained it must not break our 
bonds of affection. The mystic chords of memory, stretching from every 
battlefield and patriot grave to every living heart and hearthstone all 
over this broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the Union, when again 
touched, as surely they will be, by the better angels of our nature. 
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SECOND INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

Fellow-Countrymen: 

At this second appearing to take the oath of the Presidential office 
there is less occasion for an extended address than there was at the first. 
Then a statement somewhat in detail of a course to be pursued seemed 
fitting and proper. Now, at the expiration of four years, during which 
public declarations have been constantly called forth on every point and 
phase of the great contest which still absorbs the attention and engrosses 
the energies of the nation, little that is new could be presented. The 
progress of our arms, upon which all else chiefly depends, is as well 
known to the public as to myself, and it is, I trust, reasonably satis
factory and encouraging to all. With high hope for the future, no 
prediction in regard to it is ventured. 

On the occasion corresponding to this four years ago all thoughts were 
anxiously directed to an impending civil war. All dreaded it, all sought 
to avert it. While the inaugural address was being delivered from this 
place, devoted altogether to saving the Union without war, insurgent 
agents were in the city seeking to destroy it without war--seeking to dis
solve the Union and divide effects by negotiation. Both parties depre
cated war, but one of them would make war rather than let the nation 
survive; and the other would accept war rather than let it perish, and the 
war came. 

One-eighth of the whole population were colored slaves, not distrib
uted generally over the Union, but localized in the southern part of it. 
These slaves constituted a peculiar and powerful interest. All knew 
that this interest was somehow the cause of the war. To strengthen, 
perpetuate, and extend this interest was the object for which the insur
gents would rend the Union even by war, while the Government claimed 
no right to do more than to restrict the territorial enlargement of it. 
Neither party expected for the war the magnitude or the duration which 
it has already attained. Neither anticipated that the cause of the con
flict might cease with or even before the conflict itself should cease; 
Each looked for an easier triumph, and a result less fundamental and 
astounding. Both read the same Bible and pray to the same God, and 
each invokes His aid against the other. It may seem strange that any 
men should dare to ask a just God's assistance in wringing their bread 
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William McKinley 
INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

Fellow-Citizens: 
In obedience to the will of the people, and in their presence, by the 

authority vested in me by this oath, I assume the arduous and respon-
3ible duties of President of the United States, relying upon the support 
of my countrymen and invoking the guidance of Almighty God. Our 
faith teaches that there is no safer reliance than upon the God of our 
fathers, who has so singularly favored the American people in every 
national trial, and who will not forsake us so long as we obey His com
mandments and walk humbly in His footsteps. 

The responsibilities of the high trust to which I have been called
always of grave importance--are augmented by the prevailing business 
conditions entailing idleness upon willing labor and loss to useful en
terprises. The country is suffering from industrial disturbances from 
which speedy relief must be had. Our financial system needs some re
vision; our money is all good now, but its value must not further be 
threatened. It should all be put upon an enduring basis, not subject to 
easy attack, nor its stability to doubt or dispute. Our currency should 
continue under the supervision of the Government. The several fonns 
of our paper money offer, in my judgment, a constant embarrassment 
I 1> the Government and a safe balance in the Treasury. Therefore I 
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believe it ncccss ry to devise a system which, without dimini1hlng the 
circulating medium or off cring a premium for its contraction, will pre· 
sent a remedy for those arrangements which, temporary in their nature, 
might well in the years of our prosperity have been displaced by wiser 
provisions. With adequate revenue secured, but not until then, we 
can enter upon such changes in our fiscal laws as will, while insuring 
safety and volume to our money, no longer impose upon the Government 
the necessity of maintaining so large a gold reserve, with its attendant 
and inevitable temptations to speculation. Most of our financial laws 
are the outgrowth of experience and trial, and should not be amended 
without inve'!tigation and demonstration of the wisdom of the proposed 
changes. We must be both "sure we are right" and "make haste 
slowly." If, therefore, Congress, in its wisdom, shall deem it expedient 
to create a commission to take under early consideration the revision 
of our coinage, banking and currency laws, and give them that exhaus
tive, careful and dispassionate examination that their importance de
mands, I shall cordially concur in such action. If such power is vested 
in the President, it is my purpose to appoint a commission of prominent_ 
well-informed citizens of different parties, who will command public 
confidence, both on account of their ability and special fitness for the 
work. Business experience and public training may thus be combined, 
and the patriotic zeal of the friends of the country be so directed that 
such a report will be made as to receive the support of all parties, and 
our finances cease to be the subject of mere partisan contention. The 
experiment is, at all events, worth a trial, and, in my opinion, it can 
but prove beneficial to the entire country. 

The uestion of international bime · m will h ve earl and earnest 
attention. t w e my constant endeavor to secure it by co-opera
tion ~ith.,,.the other great commercial pow~ of the world. Until that 
condition is realized when the parity between our gold and silver money 
springs from and is supported by the relative value of the two metals 
the value of the silver already coined and of that which may hereaftc; 
be coined, must be kept constantly at par with gold by every resource at 
our command. The credit of the Government, the integrity of its cur· 
rency, and the inviolability of its obligations must be preserved. This 
was the commanding verdict of the people, and it will not be unheeded. 

Economy is demanded in every branch of the Government at all 
times, but especially in periods, like the present, of depression in busi
ness and distress among the people. The severest economy must be 
?~erved in all public expenditures, and extravagance stopped wherever 
it IS found, and prevented wherever in the future it may be developed. 
If the revenues are to remain as now, the only relief that can come 
must be from decreased expenditures. But the present must not be· 
come the permanent condition of the Government. It has been our 
uniform practice to retire, not increase our outstanding obligations, and 
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thla policy muat 1 in lu 1, 11111111 11111 tgm naly enforced. Our rev· 
• n11cP1 should alwaya hr hu r 11ouRh lo meet with case and promptnCllS 
1111t only our current 11c<"d11 1tn<l the principal and interest of the public 
1lc ht, but to make proper and liberal provision for that most deserving 
IKMiy of public creditors, the soldiers and sailors and the widows and 
orphans who are the pensioners of the United States. 

The Government should not be permitted to run behind or increase 
Ill debt in times like the present. Suitably to provide against this is 
the mandate of duty-the certain and easy remedy for most of our 
ftnancial difficulties. A deficiency is inevitable so long as the expendi-
11ue11 of the Government exceed its receipts. It can only be met by 
loans or an increased revenue. While a large annual surplus of reve
nue may invite waste and extravagance, inadequate revenue creates 
1liKtrust and undermines public and private credit. Neither should be 
··111:ouraged. Between more loans and more revenue there ought to be 
hut one opinion. We should have more revenue, and that without 
1lelay, hindrance, or postponement. A surplus in the Treasury created 
I·~ loans is not a permanent or safe reliance. It will suffice while it 
luts, but it can not last long while the outlays of the Government arc 
Jtl'Catcr than its receipts, as has been the case during the past two ycan. 
Nor must it be forgotten that however much such loans may tcmpo-
111rily relieve the situation, the Government is still indebted for the 
amount of the surplus thus accrued, which it must ultimately pay, 
while its ability to pay is not strengthened, but weakened by a con
t lnucd deficit. Loans are imperative in great emergencies to preserve 
the Government or its credit, but a failure to supply needed revenue in 
time of peace for the maintenance of either has no justification. 

The best way for the Government to maintain its credit is to pay as 
It goes-not by resorting to loans, but by keeping out of debt
through an adequate income secured by a system of taxation, external 
or internal, or both. It is the settled policy of the Government, 
pursued from the beginning and practised by all parties and Admin· 
INlrations, to raise the bulk of our revenue from taxes upon foreign 
productions entering the United States for sale and consumption, and 
avoiding, for the most part, every form of direct taxation, except in 
t tmc of war. The country is clearly opposed to any needless additions 
to the subject of internal taxation, and is committed by its latest 
popular utterance to the system of tariff taxation. There can be no 
misunderstanding, either, about the principle upon which this tariff 
taxation shall be levied. Nothing has ever been made plainer at a 
·· ncral election than that the controlling principle in the raising of 
r ' vrnue from duties on imports is zealous care for American interests 
and American labor. The people have declared that such legislation 
hould be had as will give ample protection and encouragement to the 

111duatries and the development of our country.. It is, therefore, ear· 
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ncstly hoped and expected that Congreu will, at the earlicet practicable 
moment, enact revenue legislation that shall be fair, reasonable, con
servative, and just, and which, while supplying sufficient revenue for 
public purposes, will still be signally beneficial and helpful to every 
section and every enterprise of the people. To this policy we are all, 
of whatever party, firmly bound by the voice of the people--a power 
vastly more potential than the expression of any political platform. 
The paramount duty of Congres<> is to stop deficiencies by the restora
tion of that protective legislation which has always been the firmest 
prop of the Treasury. The passage of such a law or laws would 
strengthen the credit of the Government both at home and abroad, and 
go far toward stopping the drain upon the gold reserve held for the 
redemption of our currency, which has been heavy and well-nigh con
stant for several years. 

In the revision of the tariff especial attention should be given to the 
re-enactment and extension of the reciprocity principle of the law of 
1890, under which so great a stimulus was given to our foreign trade 
in new and advantageous markets for our surplus agricultural and man
ufactured products. The brief trial given this legislation amply justifies 
a further experiment and additional discretionary power in the making 
of commercial treaties, the end in view always to be the opening up of 
new markets for the products of our country, by granting concessions 
to the products of other lands that we need and cannot produce our
selves, and which do not involve any loss of labor to our own people, 
but tend to increase their employment. 

The depression of the past four years has fallen with especial severity 
upon the great body of toilers of the country, and upon none more than 
the holders of small farms. Agriculture has languished and labor suf
fered. The revival of manufacturing will be a relief to both. No 
portion of our population is more devoted to the institution of free gov
ernment nor more loyal in their support, while none bears more cheer
fully .or fully its proper share in the maintenance of the Government or 
is better entitled to its wise and liberal care and protection. Legislation 
helpful to producers is beneficial to all. The depressed condition of in
dustry on the farm and in the mine and factory has lessened the ability 
of the people to meet the demands upon them, and they rightfully expect 
that not only a system of revenue shall be established that will secure 
the largest income with the least burden, but that every means will be 
taken to decrease, rather than increase,, our public expenditures. Business 
conditions are not the most promising./ It will take time to restore 
the prosperity of former years. If we cannot promptly attain it, we can 
resolutely turn our faces in that direction and aid its return by friendly 
legislation. However troublesome the situation may appear, Congreas 
will not, I am sure, be found lacking in disposition or ability to relieve 
it as far as legislation can do so. The restoration of confidence and the 
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revival of bualnc · , whlc h m«"n of all partlea so much desire, depend 
more largely upon tht prompt, energetic, and intelligent action of 
Congreea than upon any other single agency affecting the situation. 

It is inspiring too to remember that no great emergency in the one ' ' . hundred and eight years of our eventful national life has ever ru:sen 
that has not been met with wisdom and courage by the Amencan 
people, with fidelity to their best interests and highe~ dest~y, and to 
the honor of the American name. These years of glonous hIStory have 
exalted mankind and advanced the cause of freedom throughout the 
world, and immeasurably strengthened the precious free institutions 
which we enjoy. The people love and will sustain these institutions. 
The great essential to our happiness and prosperity is th.at we adh~re 
to the principles upon which the Government was established and in

sist upon their faithful observance. Equality of rights must prevail, 
and our laws be always and everywhere respected and obeyed. We 
may have. failed in the discharge of our full duty as citizens of the great 
Republic but it is consoling and encouraging to realize that f rce speech, 
a free p;ess, free thought, free schools, the free and unmolested right 
of religious liberty and worship, and free and fair elections arc deaz:er 
and more universally enjoyed to-day than ever before. These guarn.nt1cs 
must be sacredly preserved and wisely strengthened. The constituted 
authorities must be cheerfully and vigorously upheld. Lynchings mu~t 
not be tolerated in a great and civilized country like the United States; 
courts, not mobs, must execute the penalties of the law. The preservation 
of public order, the right of discussion, the integrity of courts, and the 
orderly administration of justice must continue forever the rock of safety 
upon which our Government securely rests. 

One of the lessons taught by the late election, which all can rejoice 
in is that the citizens of the United States are both law-respecting and 
la~-abiding people, not easily swerved from the path of patriotism and 
honor. This is in entire accord with the genius of our institutions, 
and but emphasizes the advantages of inculcating even a greater love 
for law and order in the future. Immunity should be granted to none 
who violate the laws, whether individuals, corporations, or communities; 
and as the Constitution imposes upon the President the duty of both its 
own execution, and of the statutes enacted in pursuance of its pro
visions, I shall endeavor carefully to carry them into effect. The declara
tion of the party now restored to power has been in the past that of 
"opposition to all combinations of capital organized in trusts, or oth~~
wise, to control arbitrarily the condition of trade among our citi
zens" and it has supported "such legislation as will prevent the execu-' . 
tion of all schemes to oppress the people by undue charges on therr 
11upplics, or by unjust rates for the traJ1Sportation of their products to 
the market." This purpose will be steadily pursued, both by the en-
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forcement of the laws now in existence and the recommendation and 
support of such new statutes as may be necessary to carry it into effect. 

Our naturalization and immigration laws should be further improved 
to the constant promotion of a safer, a better, and a higher citizenship. 
A grave peril to the Republic would be a citizenship too ignorant to 
understand or too vicious to appreciate the great value and beneficence 
of our institutions and laws, and against all who come here to make 
war upon them our gates must be promptly and tightly closed. Nor 
must we be unmindful of the need of improvement among our own 
citizens, but with the zeal of our forefathers encourage the spread of 
knowledge and free education. Illiteracy must be banished from the 
land if we shall attain that high destiny as the foremost of the enlight
ened nations of the world which, under Providence, we ought to achieve. 

Reforms in the civil service must go on; but the changes should be 
real and genuine, not perfunctory, or prompted by a zeal in behalf of 
any party simply because it happens to be in power. As a member of 
Congress I voted and spoke in favor of the present law, and I shall 
attempt its enforcement in the spirit in which it was enacted. The 
purpose in view was to secure the most efficient service of the best men 
who would accept appointment under the Government, retaining faith
ful and devoted public servants in office, but shielding none, under the 
authority of any rule or custom, who are inefficient, incompetent, or 
unworthy. The best interests of the country demand this, and the people 
heartily approve the law wherever and whenever it has been thus 
administrated. 

Congress should give prompt attention to the restoration of our 
American merchant marine, once the pride of the seas in all the great 
ocean highways of commerce. To my mind, few more important sub
jects so imperatively demand its intelligent conSideration. The United 
States has progressed with marvelous rapidity in every field of enter
prise and endeavor until we have become foremost in nearly all the 
great lines of inland trade, commerce, and industry. Yet, while this(is 
true, our American merchant marine · has been steadily declining until 
it is now lower, both in the percentage of tonnage and the number of 
vessels employed, than it was prior to the Civil War. Commendable 
progress ·has been made of late years in the upbuilding of the American 
Navy, but we must supplement these efforts by providing as a proper 
consort for it a merchant marine amply sufficient for our own carrying 
trade to foreign countries. The question is one that appeals both to 
our business necessities and the patriotic aspirations of a great people. 

It has been the policy of the United States since the foundation of 
the Government to cultivate relations of peace and amity with all the 
nations of the world, and this accords with my ~onception of our duty 
now. We have cherished the policy of non-interference with affairs 
of foreign governments wisely inaugurated by Washington, keeping 
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uunclvm lrtt from 111 11 11 1111 Ill rllhc 1 1 nllir or foes, content to 
lrave undisturbed with the 111 th< 1rttlrmcnt of their own domestic con-
1 crnA. It will be our to punue a firm and dignified foreign policy, 
which shall be just, impartial, ever watchful of our national honor, and 
always insisting upon the enforcement of the lawful rights of Ameri
< an citizens everywhere. Our diplomacy should seek nothing more and 
accept nothing less than is due us. We want no wars of conquest; we 
must avoid the temptation of territorial aggression. War should never 
be entered upon until every agency of peace has failed; peace is pref er
able to war in almost every contingency. Arbitration is the true 
method of settlement of international as well as local or individual 
differences. It was recognized as the best means of adjustment of dif
ferences between employers and employees by the Forty-ninth Con
gress, in 1886, and its application was extended to our diplomatic 
relations by the unanimous concurrence of the Senate and House of the 
Fifty-first Congress in 1890. The latter resolution was accepted as the 
basis of negotiations with us by the British House of Commons in 
I 893, and upon our invitation a treaty of arbitration between the 
United States and Great Britain was signed at Washington and trans
mitted to the Senate for its ratification in January last. Since this 
treaty is clearly the result of our own initiative; since it has been rec· 
ognized as the leading f ea tu re of our foreign policy throughout our 
entire national history-the adjustment of difficulties by judicial meth· 
ods rather than force of anns-and since it presents to the world the 
glorious example of reason and peace, not passion and war, controlling 
the rdations between two of the greatest nations in the world, an ex
ample certain to be followed by others, I respectfully urge the early 
action of the Senate thereon, not merely as a matter of policy, but as a 
duty to mankind. The importance and moral influence of the ratifica
tion of such a treaty can hardly be overestimated in the cause of ad
vancing civilization. It may well engage the best thought of the 
statesmen and people of every country, and I cannot but co~ider it 
fortunate that it was reserved to the United States to have the leader
ship in so grand a work. 

It has been the uniform practice of each President to avoid, as far as 
possible, the convening of Congress in extraordinary session. It is an 
example which, under ordinary circumstances and in the absence of a 
public necessity, is to be commended. But a failure to convene the 
representatives of the people in Congress in extra session when it involves 
neglect of a public duty places the responsibility of such neglect upon 
the Executive himself. The condition of the public Treasury, as has been 
indicated, demands the immediate consideration of Congress. It alone 
has the power to provide revenues for the Government. Not to convene 
it under such circumstances I can view in no other sense than the neglect 
of a plain duty. I do not sympathize with the sentiment that Congress 
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in sesmon is dangerous to our general buainesa interests. Its membcra 
are the agents of the people, and their presence at the scat of Govern· 
ment in the execution of the sovereign will should not operate as an 
injury, but a benefit. There could be no better time to put the Govern
ment upon a sound financial and economic basis than now. The people 
have only recently voted that this should be done, and nothing is more 
binding upon the agents of their will than the obligation of immediate 
action. It has always seemed to me that the postponement of the meeting 
of Congress until more than a year after it has been chosen deprived 
Congress too of ten of the inspiration of the popular will and the country 
of the corresponding benefits. It is evident, therefore, that to post:ppne 
action in the presence of so great a necessity would be unwise on the 
part of the Executive because unjust to the interests of the people. Our 
action now will be freer from mere partisan consideration than if the 
question of tariff revision was postponed until the regular session of 
Congress. We are nearly two years from a Congressional election, and 
politics cannot so greatly distract us as if such contest was immediately 
pending. We can approach the problem calmly and patriotically, with
out fearing its effect upon an early election. 

Our fellow-citizens who may disagree with us upon the character of 
this legislation prefer to have the question settled now, even against 
their preconceived views, and perhaps settled so reasonably, as I trust 
and believe it will be, as to insure great permanence, than to have 
further uncertainty menacing the vast and varied business interests of 
the United States. Again, whatever action Congress may take will be 
given a fair opportunity for trial before the people are called to pass 
judgment upon it, and this I consider a great essential to the rightful 
and lasting settlement of the question. In view of these considerations, 
I shall deem it my duty as President to convene Congress in extraor
dinary session on Monday, the 15th day of March, 1897. 

In conclusion, I congratulate the country upon the fraternal spirit of 
the people and the manifestations of good will everywhere so apparent. 
The recent election not only most fortunately demonstrated the oblitera
tion of sectional or geographical lines, but to some extent also the 
prejudices which for years have distracted our councils and marred our 
true greatness as a nation. The triumph of the people, whose verdict 
is carried into effect today, is not the triumph of one section, nor 
wholly of one party, but of all sections and all the people. The North 
and the South no longer divide on the old lines, but upon principles 
and policies; and in this fact surely every lover of the country can find 
cause for true £elicitation. Let us rejoice in and cultivate this spirit; 
it is ennobling and will be both a gain and a blessing to our beloved 
country. It will be my constant aim to do nothing, and permit noth
ing to be done, that will arrest or disturb this growing sentiment of 
unity and ce>-0peration, this revival of esteem and affiliation which now 
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animatCll iw, many 1h1111 11111 111 l1111h thr old nt oni1tlc 1ection1, but 
I mall cheerfully 1 lo r "f I~ I hi HK pc I ·1lhlr to promote and increase it. 

Let me again repeat thr word" of the oath administered by the Chief 
Justice which, in their respective spheres, so far as applicable, I would 
have all my countrymen observe: "I will faith£ ully execute the office 
of President of the United States, and will, to the best of my ability, 
preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States." 
This is the obligation I have reverently taken before the Lord Most 
High. To keep it will be my single purpose, my constant prayer; and 
I shall confidently rely upon the forbearance and assistance of all the 
people in the discharge of my solemn responsibilities. 
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Congtt.iB shall, as it is required to do by the tre ty, determine "the civil 
rights and political status of the native inhabitants." The Congrr.m 
having added the sanction of its authority to the powers already possessed 
and exercised by the Executive under the Constitution, thereby leaving 
with the Executive the responsibility for the government of the Philip
pines, I shall continue the efforts already begun until order shall be 
restored throughout the islands, and as fast as conditions permit will 
establish local governments, in the formation of which the full co-opera
tion of the people has been already invited, and when established will 
encourage the people to administer them. The settled purpose, long ago 
proclaimed, to afford the inhabitants of the islands self-government as 
fast as they were ready for it will be pursued with earnestness and 
fidelity. Already something has been accomplished in this direction. 
The Government's representatives,_ civil and military, are doing faithful 
and noble work in their mission of emancipation and merit the approval 
and support of their countrymen. The most liberal terms of amnesty 
have already been communicated to the insurgents, and the way is still 
open for those who have raised their anns against the Government for 
honorable submission to its authority. Our countrymen should not be 
deceived. We are not waging war against the inhabitants of the Philip
pine Islands. A portion of them are making war against the United 
States. By far the greater part of the inhabitants recognize American 
sovereignty and welcome it as a guaranty of order and of security for 
life, property, liberty, freedom of conscience, and the pursuit of happi
ness. To them full protection will be given. They shall not be aban
doned. We will not leave the destiny of the loyal millions in the islands 
to the disloyal thousands who are in rebellion against the United States. 
Order under civil institutions will come as soon as those who now 
break the peace shall keep it. Force will not be needed or used 
when those who make war against us shall make it no more. May it end 
without further bloodshed, and there be ushered in the reign of peace 
to be made permanent by a government of liberty under law! 
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Theodore Roosevelt 
INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

My fellow-citizens, no people on earth have more cause to be thankful 
than ours, and this is said reverently, in no spirit of boastfulness in our 
own strength, but with gratitude to the Giver of Good who has blessed 
us with the conditions which have enabled us to achieve so large a 
measure of well-being and of happiness. To us as a people it has been 
granted to lay the foundations of our national life in a new continent. 
We are the heirs of the ages, and yet we have had to pay few of the 
penalties which in old countries are exacted by the dead hand of a 
bygone civilization. We have not been obliged to fight for our existence 
against any alien race; and yet our life has called for the vigor and 
effort without which the manlier and hardier virtues wither away. 
Under such conditions it would be our own fault if we failed; and the 
success which we have had in the past, the success which we confidently 
believe the future will bring, should cause in us no feeling of vainglory, 
but rather a deep and abiding realization of all which life has offered 
us; a full acknowledgment of the responsibility which is ours; and a 
fixed determination to show that under a free government a mighty 
people can thrive best, alike as regards the things of the body and the 
things of the soul. 
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_ uch ha11 bccn~.n. u. 1 J .nwcll .will did1tfull hr uprc 11 d from 
We have dut•~ lo othcn and .dut 1 J.1J 1 1 I .u.WJ: Wt' t'M shh k 

'"""""'" lier. We have become a great nation, forced by the lact or Its 
greatness into relations with the other nations of the earth, and we must 
behave as beseems a people with such responsibilities. Toward all other 
nations, large and small, our attitude must he one of cordial and sincere 
friendship. We must show not only in our words, hut in our deeds, 
that we are earnestly desirous of securing their good will by acting 
toward them in a spirit of just and generous recognition of all their 
rights. But justice and generosity in a nation, as in an individual, count 
most when shown not by the weak hut by the strong. While ever careful 
to refrain from wrongdoing others, we must be no less insistent that we 
are not wronged ourselves. We wish peace, hut we wish the peace of 
justice, the peace of righteousness. We wish it because we think it is 
right and not because we are afraid. No weak nation that acts man
fully and justly should ever have cause to fear us, and no strong power 
should ever be able to single us out as a subject for insolent aggression. 

Our relations with the other powers of the world are important; hut 
still more important are our relations among ourselves. Such growth 
in wealth, in population, and in power as this nation has seen during 
the century and a quarter of its national life is inevitably accompanied 
by a like growth in the problems which are ever before every nation 
that rises to greatness. Power invariably means both responsibility and 
danger. Our forefathers faced certain perils which we have outgrown. 
We now face other perils, the very existence of which it was impossible 
that they should foresee. Modern life is both complex and intense, and 
the tremendous changes wrought by the extraordinary industrial devel
opment of the last half century are felt in every fiber of our social and 
political being. Never before have men tried so vast and formidable an 
experiment as that of administering the affairs of a continent under the 
forms of a Democratic republic. The conditions which have told for our 
marvelous material well-being, which have developed to a very high 
degree our energy, self-reliance, and individual initiative, have also 
brought the care and anxiety inseparable from the accumulation of 
great wealth in industrial centers. Upon the success of our experiment 
much depends, not only as regards our own welfare, hut as regards the 
welfare of mankind. If we fail, the cause of free self-government 
throughout the world will rock to its foundations, and therefore our 
responsibility is heavy, to ourselves, to the world as it is to-day, and to 

C the generations yet unborn. l]iere is no good reason why we §bgnld {ear 
( the future, hut there is eve reason wh we should face it seriously, 

neither hidin from ourselves the ravit of the rohle or 
f eanng to approach t ese problems with the unbending, unflinching 

-purpose to solve them aright. 
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V t, .1ftrr nil, 1111111 I tl11 I hit 111 11 111 , though the tuks 11ct 

hdor1 u11 <liffu fr 1111 t tu t 1 ~ ' t I 11frn1 our f nthen who founded and 
pr·escrved this Repuhllt , thr 1p111t 111 whlc h these tasks must he undcr
t ken and these problcmh fac cd, if our duty is to he well done, remains 
c ntially unchanged. We know that self-government is difficult. We 
lnow that no people needs such high traits of character as that people 
which seeks to govern its affairs aright through the freely expressed 
will of the freemen who compose it. But we have faith that we shall 
not prove false to the memories of the men of the mighty past. They 
did their work, they left us the splendid heritage we now enjoy. We 
111 our turn have an assured confidence that we shall be able to leave this 
heritage unwasted and enlarged to our children and our children's 
thildren. To do so we must show, not merely in great crises, hut in the 
everyday affairs of life, the qualities of practical intelligence, of cour
age, of hardihood, and endurance, and above all the power of devotion 
to a lofty ideal, which made great the men who founded this Republic 
in the days of Washington, which made great the men who preserved 
this Republic in the days of Abraham Lincoln. 
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William H. Taft 
INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

MARCH 4, 1909 

My Fellow Citizens: 

Anyone who has taken the oath I have just taken must feel a heavy 
weight of responsibility. If not, he has no conception of the powers 
and duties of the office upon which he is about to enter, or he is 
lacking in a proper sense of the obligation which the oath imposes. 

The office of an inaugural addres.5 is to give a summary outline of 
the main policies of the new administration, so far as they can be 
anticipated. I have had the honor to be one of the advisers of my 
distinguished predecessor, and, as such, to hold up his hands in the 
rcf onns he has initiated. I should be untrue to myseH, to my promises, 
and to the declarations of the party platform upon which I was elected 
to office, if I did not make the maintenance and enforcement of those 
reforms a most important feature of my administration. They were 
directed to the suppression of the lawlessness and abuses of power of the 
great combinations of capital invested in railroads and in industrial 
enterprises carrying on interstate commerce. The steps which my pred
ecessor took and the legislation passed on his recommendation have 
accomplished much, have caused a general halt in the vicious policies 
which created popular alarm, and have brought about in the business 
affected a much higher regard for existing law. 
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To render the reforms I ting, however, and to 11ec ur'C at the samr 
time freedom from alarm on the part of thme punuing proper and 
progressive business methods, further legislative and executive action 
are needed. Relief of the railroads from certain restrictions of the anti
trust law have been urged by my predecessor and will be urged by me. 
On the other hand, the administration is pledged to legislation looking 
to a proper federal supervision and restriction to prevent excessive is.sues 
of bonds and stocks by companies owning and operating interstate
commerce railroads. 

Then, too, a reorganization of the Department of Justice,. of the 
Bureau of Corporations in the Department of Commerce and Labor, 
and of the Interstate Commerce Commismon, looking to effective co
operation of these agencies, is needed to secure a more rapid and certain 
enforcement of the laws affecting interstate railroads and industrial 
combinations. 

I hope to be able to submit at the first regular session of the incoming 
Congress, in December next, definite suggestions in respect to the needed 
amendments to the antitrust and the interstate commerce law and the 
changes required in the executive departments concerned in their 
enforcement. 

It is believed that with the changes to be recommended American 
business can be assured of that measure of stability and certainty in 
respect to those things that may be done and those that are prohibited 
which is essential to the life and growth of all business. Such a plan 
must include the right of the people to avail themselves of those methods 
of combining capital and effort deemed necessary to reach the highest 
degree of economic efficiency, at the same time differentiating between 
combinations based upon legitimate economic reasons and those formed 
with the intent of creating monopolies and artificially controlling prices. 

The work of formulating into practical shape such changes is creative 
work of the highest order, and requires all the deliberation possible in 
the interval. I believe that the amendments to be proposed are just 
as necessary in the protection of legitimate business as in the clinching of 
the reforms which properly bear the name of my predecessor. 

A matter of most res.<iin im rtance is the revision o tariff. 
In accor ance wit the promises of the platform upon which I was 
elected, I shall call Congress into extra session to meet on the 15th 
day of March, in order that consideration may be at once given to a 
1'i1J reyjsjpg the Dingler Act. This should secure an adequate revenue 
and adjust the duties in such a manner as to afford to labor and to 
all industries in this country, whether of the farm, mine or factory, 
protection by tariff equal to the difference between the cost of pro
duction abroad and the cost of production here, and have a provision 
which shall put into force, upon executive determination of certain 
facts, a higher or maximum tariff against those countries whose trade 
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poli< y tow1ud 11 111un thl t • 1111111 1111 h di1< rimirllltion. It is thought 
that there haA h«·11 1111 Ii 1 1 Ii 11 '• 111 1 onditions since the enactment 
111 the Dingley Act, 1fraltcd un a similarly protective principle, that the 
mea.'lure of the tariff above stated will permit the reduction of rates 
in certain schedules and will require the advancement of few, if any. 

The proposal to revise the tariff made in such an authoritative way 
, . to lead the business community to count upon it necessarily halts all 
those branches of business directly affected; and as these are most im
portant, it disturbs the whole business of the country. It is imperatively 
necessary, therefore, that a tariff bill be drawn in good faith in accord
ance with promises made before the election by the party in power, and 
ns promptly passed as due consideration will permit. It is not that the 
tariff is more important in the long run than the perfecting of the reforms 
in respect to antitrust legislation and interstate commerce regulation, 
but the need for action when the revision of the tariff has been determined 
upon is more immediate to avoid embarrassment of business. To secure 
the needed speed in the passage of the tariff bill, it would 11eem wi.ac to 
attempt no other legislation at the extra session. I venture thia UM .i 

111ggcstion only, for the course to be taken by CongrC11, upon the <all of 
the Executive, is wholly within its discretion. 

In the making of a tariff bill the prime motive is taxation and lhr 
aecuring thereby of a revenue. Due largely to the business depreuicm 
which followed the financial panic of 1907, the revenue from custom11 
and other sources has decreased to such an extent that the ex
penditures for the current fiscal year will exceed the receipts by $100,-
000,000. It is imperative that such a deficit shall not continue, and the 
f 1 amers of the tariff bill must, of course, have in mind the total reve
nues likely to be produced by it and so arrange the duties as to secure 
nn adequate income. Should it be impossible to do so by import du
des, new kinds of taxation must be adopted, and among these I recom
mend a graduated inheritance tax as correct in principle and as cer
tain and easy of collection. 

The obligation on the part of those responsible for the expenditures 
made to carry on the Government, to be as economical as p~ible, and 
to make the burden of taxation as light as possible, is plain, and 
1hould be affirmed in every declaration of government policy. This is 
especially true when we are face to face with a heavy deficit. But when 
the desire to win the popular approval leads to the cutting off of ex
penditures really needed to make the Government effective and to 
t'nable it to accomplish its proper objects, the result is as much to be 
condemned as the waste of government funds in unnecessary expendi
ture. The scope of a modem government in what it n~ 
11 1 arcomp is or 1 e as been widened far be ond the P!~n-
1 i~C.'1 a1 own y t e old "laissez fair<{ , sch,ool of poji_tj_c;~LY'ijters, 
11ncTTiils wiocmn_K flas met pop\iiar approval. -
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In the Department of Agriculture the rn ' ,, 1dentiflc experiments 
on a large scale and the spread of information derived from them for 
the improvement of general agriculture must go on. 

The importance of supervising business of great railways and indus
trial combinations and the necessary investigation and prosecution 
of unlawful business methods are another necessary tax upon Govern
ment which did not exist half a century ago. 

The putting into force of laws which shall secure the conservation 
of our resources, so far as they may be within the jurisdiction of the 
Federal Government, including the most important work of saving and 
restoring o'ur forests and the great improvement of waterways, 
are all proper government functions which must involve large expendi
ture if properly performed. While some of them, like the reclama
tion of arid lands, are made to pay for themselves, others are of such 
an indirect benefit that this cannot be expected of them. A perma
nent improvement, like the Panama Canal, should be treated as a 
distinct enterprise, and should be paid for by the proceeds of bonds, 
the issue of which will distribute its cost between the present and 
future generations in accordance with the benefits derived. It may 
well be submitted to the serious consideration of Congress whether 
the deepening and control of the channel of a great river system, like 
that of the Ohio or of the Mississippi, when definite and practical plans 
for the enterprise have been approved and determined upon, should 
not be provided for in the same way. 

Then, too, there are expenditures of Government absolutely neces
sary if our country is to maintain its proper place among the nations 
of the world, and is to exercise its proper influence in defense of its 
own trade interests in the maintenance of traditional American policy 
against the colonization of European monarchies in this hemisphere, 
and in the promotion of peace and international morality. I refer to 
the cost of maintaining a proper army, a proper navy, and suitable 
fortifications upon the mainland of the United States and in its de
pendencies. 

We should have an army so organized and so officered as to be capa
ble in time of emergency, in cooperation with the national militia and 
under the provisions of a proper national volunteer law, rapidly to ex
pand into a force sufficient to resist all probable invasion from abroad 
and to furnish a respectable expeditionary force if necessary in the 
maintenance of our traditional American policy which bears the name 
of President Monroe. 

Our fortifications are yet in a state of only partial completeness, 
and the number of men to man them is insufficient. In a few years 
however, the usual annual appropriations for our coast defenses, both 
on the mainland and in the dependencies, will make them sufficient 
to resist all direct attack, and by that time we may hope that the men 
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to man them will 111 I"' ' lclr cl 1 1 necC111ary adjunct. The distance 
of our shores from l~111 opr and Asia of course reduces the neccsmty 
for maintaining under arms a great army, but it does not take away 
the requirement of mere prudence-that we should have an army suffi
ciently large and so constituted as to form a nucleus out of which a 
auitable force can quickly grow. 

What has been said of the army may be affirmed in even a more 
emphatic way of the navy. A modem navy can not

1 
be improvised. 

It must be built and in existence when the emergency arises which 
calls for its use and operation. My distinguished predecesror has in 
many speeches and messages set out with great force and striking language 
the necessity for maintaining a strong navy commensurate with the 
coast line, the governmental resources, and the foreign trade of our 
Nation; and I wish to reiterate all the reasons which he has presented 
in favor of the policy of maintaining a strong navy as the best conservator 
of our peace with other nations, and the best means of securing respect 
for the assertion of our rights, the defense of our interests, and the 
exercise of our influence in international matters. 

Our international policy is always to promote peace. We shall 
enter into any war with a full consciousness of the awful consequcncea 
that it always entails, whether successful or not, and we, of course, 
shall make every effort consistent with national honor and the highest 
national interest to avoid a resort to arms. We favor every inatru
mcntality, like that of the Hague Tribunal and arbitration t reaties 
made with a view to its use in all international controversies, in order 
to maintain peace and to avoid war. But we should be blind to exist
ing conditions and should allow ourselves to become foolish idealists 
if we did not realize that, with all the nations of the world armed and 
prepared for war, we must be ourselves in a similar condition, in order 
to prevent other nations from taking advantage of us and of our inability 
to def end our interests and as.5ert our rights with a strong hand. 

In the international controversies that are likel to arise in the 0 · nt 
growing out o e question o e open door and other issues the United 
States can maintain her interests intact and can secure respect for her 
just demands. She will not be able to do so, however, if it is understood 
that she never intends to back up her ~rtion of right and her defense 
of her interest by anything but mere verbal protest and diplomatic note. 
For these reasons the expenses of the army and navy and of coast defenses 
llhould always be considered as something which the Government must 
1>ay for, and they should not be cut off through mere consideration of 
economy. Our Government is able to afford a suitable army and a 
auitable navy. It may maintain them without the slightest danger to 
the Republic or the cause of free institutions, and fear of additional 
taxation ought not to change a proper policy in this regard. 
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l'he polic:y oft.he United St 11 111 thr 'flllll11h wnr and time hu 
given it a position of influence among thr 1Ult1on11 that it never had be· 
fore, and should be constantly exerted to securing to ita bona fide citizens, 
whether native or naturalized, respect for them as such in foreign coun
tries. We should make every effort to prevent humiliating and degrad
ing prohibition against any of our citizens wishing temporarily to sojourn 
in foreign countries because of race or religion. 

The admission of Asiatic immigrants who cannot be amalgamated 
with our population has been made the subject either of prohibitory 
clauses in our treaties and statutes or of strict administrative regulation 
secured by diplomatic negotiation. I sincerely hope that we may con
tinue to minimize the evils likely to arise from such immigration with
out unnecessary friction and by mutual concessions between self-respect
ing governments. Meantime we must take every precaution to prevent, 
or failing that, to punish outbursts of race feeling among our people 
against foreigners of whatever nationality who have by our grant a 
treaty right to pursue lawful business here and to be protected against 
lawless assault or injury. 

This leads me to point out a serious defect in the pre.5CI1t federal 
jurisdiction, which ought to be remedied at once. Having assured to 
other countries by treaty the protection of our laws for such of their 
subjects or citizens as we permit to come within our jurisdiction, we 
now leave to a state or a city, not under the control of the Federal 
Government, the duty of performing our international obligations in 
this respect. By proper legislation we may, and ought to, place in the 
hands of the Federal Executive the means of enforcing the treaty 
rights of such aliens in the courts of the Federal Government. It 
puts our Government in a pusillanimous position to make definite en
gagements to protect aliens and then to excuse the failure to perform 
those engagements by an explanation that the duty to keep them is in 
States or cities, not within our control. If we would promise we must 
put ourselves in a position to perform our promise. We cannot permit 
the possible failure of justice, due to local prejudice in any State or 
municipal government, to expose us to the risk of a war which might 
be avoided if federal jurisdiction was asserted by suitable legislation 
by Congress and carried out by proper proceedings instituted by the 
Executive in the courts of the National Government. 

One of the reforms to be carried out during the incoming adminis
tration is a change of our monetary and banking laws, so as t,g, secure:_ 

re elastici · of cu a · trade and to 
preveiit the limitations of law from operating to increase the em 
rassment of a financial panic. The monetary commission, lately ap
pointed, is giving full consideration to existing conditions and to all 
proposed remedies, and will doubtless suggest one that will meet the 
requirements of business and of public interest. 
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W may hope th1u thr 11p1111 will tmhody neither the na1Tow view 
,,f thrn1c- who htli< r thllt t hr ml< purposr of the new system should 
hr. to secure a large return on banking capital or of those who ~~uld 
have greater expansion of currency with littl~ regard to provlSlons 
for its immediate redemption or ultimate secur_ity. There 1S ~o s~b-
1• • t of economic discussion so intricate and so likely t_? ~vo~e diffe~ 
views and dogmatic statements as this one. The comnussion, m studymg 
the general influence of currency on business and of business on c~rrency, 
have wisely extended their investigations in European. banking and 
monetary methods. The information that they have denved from such 
experts as they have found abroad will undo~btedly be found helpful 
m the solution of the difficult problem they have m hand. 

The incoming Congress should promptly ful~l the pro~se of t~e 
Republican platform and pass a proJ?er postal savin~ bank bill. It will 
not be unwise or excessive paternalism. The promISe to repay by the 
Government will furnish an inducement to savings deposits which pri· 
vatc enterprise can not supply and at such a low rate of interest . as 
not to withdraw custom from existing banks. It will substantially in· 
r.rease the funds available for investment as capital in useful C'ntcr 
prises. It will furnish absolute security which makes the proposed 
1cheme of government guaranty of deposits so alluring, without ita 
pernicious results. 

I sincerely hope that the inco~ing Congress will be aliv~, ~ i~ should 
be to the importance of our foreign trade and of encouraging it m every 
w~y feasible. The possibility of increasing this trade in the Orient, in 
the Philippines, and in South America are known to everyone who ~ 
given the matter attention. The direct effect of free trade between this 
country and the Philippines will be marked upon our sales o~ cottons, 
agricultural machinery, and other manufactures. The neces&ty of the 
establishment of direct lines of steamers between North and South 
America has been brought to the attention of Congress by my predecessor 
and by Mr. Root before and after his noteworthy visit to that continent, 
and I sincerely hope that Congress may be induced to see the wisdom of 
ll tentative effort to establish such lines by the use of mail subsidies. 

The importance of the part which the Departments of Agriculture 
and of Commerce and Labor may play in ridding the markets of Europe 
of prohibitions and discriminations against the importation of.our prod
ucts is fully understood, and it is hoped that the use of the maxrmu~ and 
minimum feature of our tariff law to be soon passed will be effective to 
rrmove many of those restrictions. 

The Panama Canal will have a most important bearing upon the 
trade between the eastern and far western sections of our country, 
and will greatly increase the facilities for transportation between the 
eastern and the western seaboard, and may possibly revolutionize the 
transcontinental rates with respect to bulky merchandise. It will also 
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have a most beneficial effect to inert , thr tutcl< h<'twrrn thr eutem 
seaboard of the United States and the wr.11trm c 01111t 11f South America, 
and, indeed, with some of the important ports on the cut coaat of South 
America reached by rail from the west coast. 

The work on the canal is making most satisfactory progress. The 
type of the canal as a lock canal was fixed by Congress after a full 
consideration of the conflicting reports of the majority and minority of 
the consulting board, and after the recommendation of the War Depa~ 
ment and the Executive upon those reports. Recent suggestion that 
something had occurred on the Isthmus to make the lock typ~ of the 
canal less feasible than it was supposed to be when the reports were 
made and the policy determined on led to a visit to the Isthmus of a 
board of competent engineers to eXamine the Gatun dam and locks, 
which are the key of the lock type. The report of that board shows 
nothing has occurred in the nature of newly revealed evidence which 
should change the views once formed in the · original discussion. The 
construction will go on under a most effective organization controlled by 
Colonel Goethals and his fellow anny engineers associated with him, and 
will certainly be completed early in the next administration, if not before. 

Some type of canal must be constructed. The lock type has been 
selected. We are all in favor of having it built as promptly as pos&ble. 
We must not now, therefore, keep up a fire in the rear of the agents 
whom we have authorized to do our work on the Isthmus. We must 
hold up their hands, and speaking for the incoming administration I 
wish to say that I propo.se to devote all the energy possible and under 
my control to pushing of this work on the plans which have been adopted, 
and to stand behind the men who are doing faithful, hard work to bring 
about the early completion of this, the greatest constructive enterprise 
of modern times. 

The governments of our dependencies in Porto Rico and the Philip
pines are progressing as favorably as could be desired. The prosperity 
of Porto Rico continues unabated. The business conditions in the 
Philippines are not all that we could wish them to be, but with the 
passage of the new tariff bill permitting free trade between the United 
States and the archipelago, with such limitations on sugar and tobacco 
as shall prevent injury to domestic interests in those products, we can 
count on an improvement in business conditions in the Philippines and 
the development of a mutually profitable trade between this country 
and the islands. Meantime our Government in each dependency is 
upholding the traditions of civil liberty and increasing popular control 
which might be expected under American auspices. The work which 
we are doing there redounds to our credit as a nation. 

I look forward with hope to increasing the already good feeling be
tween the South and the other sections of the country. My chief purpose 
is not to effect a change in the electoral vote of the Southern States. 
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l'hatl, 1c1mula1y,c111111tl<1 1tc111 Whnt I lookforwnrdtolaanlncrcue 
In th<- tolemnc c of pollt1< Ill IC'WI 1)f II kind11 and their advocacy through
c 111t the South, and the cxlatem r of a respectable political opposition 
111 every State; even more than this, to an increased feeling on the part 
11( all the people in the South that this Government is their Government, 
ind that its officers in their states are their officers. 

l'he consideration of this question can not, however, be complete and 
full without reference to the negro race, its progress and its present con
lition. The thirteenth amendment secured them freedom; the four

teenth amendment due process of law, protection of property, and the 
punuit of happiness; and the fifteenth amendment attempted to secure 
the ncgro against any deprivation of the privilege to vote because he 
Wllll a negro. The thirteenth and fourteenth amendments have been 
aenerally enforced and have secured the objects for which they are in
tended. While the fifteenth amendment has not been generally observed 
in the past, it ought to be observed, and the tendency of Southern 
legislation today is toward the enactment of electoral qualifications 
which shall square with that amendment. Of course, the mere adop
tion of a constitutional law is only one step in the right direction. It 
must be fairly and justly enforced as well. In time both will come. 
I lence it is clear to all that the domination of an ignorant, irrcaponaible 
clement can be prevented by constitutional laws which shall exclude 
from voting both negroes and whites not having education or other 
qualifications thought to be necessary for a proper electorate. The 
danger of the control of an ignorant electorate has therefore puaed. 
With this change, the interest which many of the Southern white citizens 
take in the welfare of the negroes has increased. The colored men muat 
hasc their hope on the results of their own industry, self-restraint, thrift, 
and business success, as well as upon the aid and comfort and sympathy 
which they may receive from their white neighbors of the South. 

There was a time when Northerners who sympathized with the negro 
in his necC1&ry struggle for better conditions sought to give him the 
uftrage as a protection to enforce its exercise against the prevailing 

1Cntiment of the South. The movement proved to be a failure. What 
remains is the fifteenth amendment to the Constitution and the right to 
have statutes of States specifying qualifications for electors subjected 
to the test of compliance with that amendment. This is a great pl'otec
tion to the negro. It never will be repealed, and it never ought to be 
rt:pcaled. If it had not passed, it might be difficult now to adopt it; 
but with it in our fundamental law, the policy of Southern legislation 
must and will tend to obey it, and so long as the statutes of the States 
meet the test of this amendment and are not otherwise in conflict with 
the Constitution and laws of the United States, it is not the disposition 
or within the province of the Federal Government to interfere with the 
regulation by Southern States of their domestic affairs. There is in the 
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South a atronger feeling than rvrr 1mmnsc thr lnttllll{cnt wf'll tr>·do, and 
influential clement in favor of the ind1111triul rchu ntlon •>f the negro 
and the encouragement of the race to make themaclves useful members 
of the community. The progress which the negro hu made in the last 
fifty years, from slavery, when its statistics are reviewed, is marvelous, 
and it furnishes every reason to hope that in the next twenty-£ve years 
a still greater improvement in his condition as a productive member of 
society, on the farm, and in the shop, and in other occupations may 
come. 

The negroes are now Americans. Their ancestors came here years 
ago against their will, and this is their only country and their only 
flag. They have shown themselves anxious to live for it and to die 
for it. Encountering the race feeling against them, subjected at times 
to cruel injustice growing out of it, they may well have our profound 
sympathy and aid in the struggle they are making. We are charged 
with the sacred duty of making their path as smooth and easy as we 
can. Any recognition of their distinguished men, any appointment to 
office from among their number, is properly taken as an encouragement 
and an appreciation of their progress, and this just policy should be 
pursued when suitable occasion offers. 

But it may well admit of doubt whether, in the case of any race, 
an appointment of one of their number to a local office in a community 
in which the race feeling is so widespread and acute as to interfere 
with the ease and facility with which the local government business 
can be done by the appointee is of sufficient benefit by way of en
couragement to the race to outweigh the recurrence and increase of 
race feeling which such an appointment is likely to engender. There
fore the Executive, in recognizing the negro race by appointments, 
must exercise a careful discretion not thereby to do it more harm than 
good. On the other hand, we must be careful not to encourage the 
mere pretense of race feeling manufactured in the interest of individual 
political ambition. 

Personally, I have not the slightest race prejudice or feeling, and 
recognition of its existence only awakens in my heart a deeper sym
pathy for those who have to bear it or suffer from it, and I question 
the wisdom of a policy which is likely to increase it. Meantime, if 
nothing is done to prevent it, a better feeling between the negroes 
and the whites in the South will continue to grow, and more and more 
of the white people will come to realize that the future of the South is 
to be much benefited by the industrial and intellectual progress of the 
negro. The exercise of political franchises by those of this race who are 
intelligent and well to do will be acquiesced in, and the right to vote 
will be withheld only from the ignorant and irresponsible of both races. 

There is one other matter to which I shall refer. It was made the 
subject of great controversy during the election and calls for at least 
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puaing rt.ft'r<"nc r now, My diatlnguished predeceasor has given 
rnurh attention to tht" rau!K' of labor, with whose struggle for better 
thinga he has shown the sincerest sympathy. At his instance Congress 
hu puacd the bill fixing the liability of interstate carriers to their 
tmployees for injury sustained in the course of employment, abolish
ing the rule of fellow-servant and the common-law rule as to con
tributory negligence, and substituting therefor the so-called rule of 
11comparative negligence." It has also passed a law fixing the com
pensation of government employees for injuries sustained in the employ 
1>f the Government through the negligence of the superior. It has 
also pa$Cd a model child-labor law for the District of Columbia. In 
previous administrations an arbitration law for interstate commerce rail
roads and their employees, and laws for the application of safety devices 
to save the lives and limbs of employees of interstate railroads had been 
passed. Additional legislation of this kind was pa$Cd by the outgoing 
Congress. 

I wish to say that insofar as I can I hope to promote the enact• 
ment of further legislation of this character. I am strongly convinc 1l 
that the Government should make itself as responsible to cmplo 1 ln 
jured in its employ as an interstate-railway corporation 1 nmdc r1 

sponsible by federal law to its employees; and I 1hall ht• l 11!, whc 11 

ever any additional reasonable safety device can be invrntrtl lo rrtlm r 
the loss of life and limb among railway cmployeea, to ur '' { 1mgr1 
to require its adoption by interstate railways. 

Another labor question has arisen which has awakened the moNt 
excited discussion. That is in respect to the power of the federal courta 
to issue injunctions in industrial disputes. As to that, my convictiona 
are fixed. Take away from the courts, if it could be taken away, 
the power to issue injunctions in labor disputes, and it would create 
a privileged class among the laborers and save the lawless among their 
number from a most needful remedy available to all men for the pro
tection of their business against lawless invasion. The proposition that 
business is not a property or pecuniary right which can be protected by 
equitable in junction is utterly without foundation in precedent or reason. 
The proposition is usually !inied with one to make the secondary boycott 
lawful. Such a proposition is at variance with the American instinct, 
and will find no support, in my judgment, when submitted to the Ameri
can people. The secondary boycott is an instrument of tyranny, and 
ought not to be made legitimate. 

The issue of a temporary restraining order without notice has in 
aeveral instances been abused by its inconsiderate exercise, and to 
remedy this the platform upon which I was elected recommends the 
fonnulation in a statute of the conditions under which such a tem
porary restraining order ought to issue. A statute can and ought to 
be framed to embody the best modern practice, and can bring the sub-
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ject so cloeely to the attention of thr • 111111 h' 11111k( , h1111r.11 of the 
process unlikely in the f uturc. The Amcrn 1m proph , if I undentand 
them, insist that the authority of the courts shall be auataincd, and arc 
opposed to any change in the procedure by which the powers of a court 
may be weakened and the fearless and effective administration of justice 
be interfered with. 

Having thus reviewed the questions likely to recur during my admin
istration, and having expressed in a summary way the position which 
I expect to take in recommendations to Congress and in my conduct 
as an Exeeutive, I invoke the considerate sympathy and support of my 
fellow-citizens and the aid of the Alntlghty God in the disc.harge of my 
responsible duties. 
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Woodrow Wilson 
INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

MARCH 4, 1913 

There has been a change of government. It began two years ago, 
when the House of Repre;entatives became Democratic by a decisive 
majority. It has now been completed. The Senate about to assemble 
will also be Democratic. The offices of President and Vice-President 
have been put into the hands of Democrats. What does the change 
mean? That is the question that is uppermost in our minds to-day. 
That is the question I am going to try to answer, in order, if I may, 
to interpret the occasion. 

It means much more than the mere success of a arty. The success 
of a~=~=:-::::-T:~e::-:;:ex='c:::O::e~-::W~e~n:-Tlt:"!e~T::a7:'ti!'!o~n:"'"IS~US7,:::In~g_~t ' at ~&..fo; 
a ;~c;_~n .. il..Q.efi~. No one can rmstake the purpose for which 
the ation now seeks to use the Democratic Party. It seeks to use it 
to interpret a change in its own plans and point of view. Some old 
things with which we had grown familiar, and which had begun to creep 
into the very habit of our thought and of our lives, have altered their 
upcct as we have latterly looked critically upon them, with fresh, awak
ened eyes; have dropped their disguises and shown themselves alien 
and sinister. Some new things, as we look frankly upon them, willing 
to comprehend their real character, have come to assume the aspect 
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of things long believed in and familiar, HtufT of nur own convictions. 
We have been refreshed by a new insight into our own life. 

We see that in many things that life is very great. It is incomparably 
great in its material aspects, in its body of wealth, in the diversity and 
sweep of its energy, in the industries which have been conceived and 
built up by the genius of individual men and the limitless enterprise 
of groups of men. It is great, also, very great, in its moral force. 
Nowhere else in the world have noble men and women exhibited in 
more striking forms the beauty and the energy of sympathy and help
fulness and counsel in their efforts to rectify wrong, alleviate suffering, 
and set the weak in the way of strength and hope. We have built up, 
moreover, a great system of government, which has stood through a 
long age as in many respects a model for those who seek to set liberty 
upon foundations that will -endure against fortuitous chav~e. against 
storm and accident. Our life contains every great thing, and contains it 
*in nch abundance." 

But th ev· has come with the ood an much fine old has been 
corroded. With ric es as come inexc~sable waste. e ave squan
de'fecf a great part of what we might have used, and have not stopped 
to conserve the exceeding bounty of nature, without which our genius 
for enterprise would have been worthless and impotent, scorning to be 
careful, shamefully prodigal as well as admirably efficient. We have 
been proud of our industrial achievements, but we have not hitherto 
stopped thoughtfully enough to count the human cost, the cost of lives 
snuffed out, of energies overtaxed and broken, the fearful physical 
and spiritual cost to the men and women and children upon whom 
the dead weight and burden of it all has fallen pitilessly the years 
through. The groans and agony of it all had not yet reached our 
ears, the solemn, moving undertone of our life, coming up out of the 
mines and factories, and out of every home where the struggle had 
its intimate and familiar seat. With the great Government went many 
deep secret things which we too long delayed to look into and scrutinize 
with candid, fear less eyes. The great Government we loved has too 
often been made use of for private and selfish purposes, and those who 
used it had forgotten the people. 

At last a vision has been vouchsafed us of our life as a whole. We 
see the bad with the good, the debased and decadent with the sound 
and vital. With this vision we approach new affairs. Our duty is to 
cleanse, to reconsider, to restore, to correct the evil without impairing 
the good, to purify and humanize . every process of our common life 
without weakening or sentimentalizing it. There has been something 
crude and heartless and unfeeling in our haste to succeed and be great. 
Our thought has been "Let every man look out for himself, let every 
generation look out for itself," while we reared giant machinery which 
made it impossible that any but those who stood at the levers of control 
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~hould havr. th1u111 to 11111~ 1111t f111 thc111111 Ive We had not forgotten 
our morals. We 1r1111 ml111nl well 1 nough that we had set up a policy 
which was meant 1 rr , t lu humblest a..'I well as the most powerful, 
with an eye single to the standards of justice and fair play, and remem
l>ercd it with pride. B~~c were very heedless and in a hu!TY to be ) 
~ - -=..> 

'Ys,baye come now to the saber second thought. The scales of heed
ICMncss have fallen from our eyes. We have made up our minds to 
~quare every process of our national life again with the standards we 
110 proudly set up at the beginning and have always carried at our 
hearts. Our work is a work of restoration. 

We have itemized with some degree of particularity the things that 
ought to be altered and here are some of the chief items: A tariff 
which cuts us off from our proper part in the commerce of the world, 
violates the just principles of taxation, and makes the Government a 
facile instrument in the hand of private interests; a banking and cur
r·ency system based upon the necessity of the Government to sell its 
bonds fifty years ago and perfectly adapted to concentrating cash and 
rt.atricting credits; an industrial system which, take it on all its sides, 
financial as well as administrative, holds capital in leading strings, 
r·estricts the liberties and limits the opportunities of labor, and ex
ploits without renewing or conserving the natural resources of the 
1 .ountry; a body of agricultural activities never yet given the efficiency 
of great business undertakings or served as it should be through the 
instrumentality of science taken directly to the fann, or afforded the 
facilities of credit best suited to its practical needs; watercourses un
developed, waste places unreclaimed, forests untended, fast disappear
ing without plan or prospect of renewal, unregarded waste heaps at 
every mine. We have studied as perhaps no other nation has the 
most effective means of production, but we have not studied cost or 
re onomy as we should either as organizers of industry, as statesmen, 
or as individuals. 

Nor have we studied and perfected the means by which government 
may be put at the service of humanity, in safeguarding the health of 
lhe Nation, the health of its men and its women and its children, as 
well as their rights in the struggle for existence. This is no sentimental 
1l11ty. 'The firm basis of government is justice, not pity. These 'l;!"e 
matters of iumfe. There can be no equality or opportunity, the first 
c ~cntial of justice in the body politic, if men and women and children 
hr not shielded in their lives, their very vitality, from the consequences 
of great industrial and social processes which they can not alter, control, 
or singly cope with. Society mu~t see to it that it does not itself crush 
or weaken or damage its own constitutent parts. 1.'he first duty of law 
I to keep sound the socis;:t)' it §Sryes. Sanitary laws, pure food raw(, 
111d laws dctc:nnining conditions of labor which individuals are power-
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Im to detcnnine for thcmaclvea am inum tu p111 tr ur tht very buaincu 
of justice and legal efficiency. 

These are some of the things we ought to do, and not leave the 
others undone, the old-fashioned, never-to-be-neglected, fundamental 
safeguarding of property and of individual right. This is the high 
enterprise of the new day: To lift everything that concerns our life 
as a Nation to the light that shines from the hearthfire of every man's 
conscience and vision of the right. It is inconceivable that we should 
do this as partisans; it is inconceivable we should do it in ignorance 
of the facts as they are or in blind haste. We shall restore, not de
stroy. We shall deal with our economic system as it is and as it may 
be modified, not as it might be if we had a clean sheet of paper to 
write upon; and step by step we shall make it what it should be, in 
the spirit of those who question their own wisdom and seek counsel and 
knowledge, not shallow self-satisfaction or the excitement of excursions 
whither they can not tell. Justice, and only justice, shall always be 
our motto. 

And yet it will be no cool process of mere science. The Nation has 
been deeply stirred, stirred by a solemn passion, stirred by the knowledge: 
of wrong, of ideals lost, or government too often debauched and made 
an instrument of evil. The feelings with which we face this new age 
of right and opportunity sweep across our heartstrings like some air out 
of God's own presence, where justice and mercy are reconciled and the 
judge and the brother are one. We know our task to be no mere task 
of politics but a task which shall search us through and through, whether 
we be able to understand our time and the need of our people, whether 
we be indeed their spokesmen and interpreters, whether we have the pure 
heart to comprehend and the rectified will to choose our high course of 
action. 

\ This is not a day of triumph; it is a day of dedication. Here muster, - -....,....,_ 
not the forces of party, but the forces of humani..tr:.. Men's hearts wait 
~n ~~~i.m:_~~ii9.1Jle]?.fil~lS.~.".?~_0; hopes call upo~-usto' 
say~~t_w~l!! do. W~o_shall __ live . .11~JQ UM:~_;.rm1ij? Who a~ 
liirto try? I ~!!1<?,n ~ hq_n~tn1en, ~ p<,1.t~Q!:i<_:_,_all f<L~~rd-looking 
~en, to my side. _ _Qod he_!pil_!_g ~«?-~ will ~ot fail !h~IEJ}f. they wi""11 but 

counsel and sustain me ! -
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SECOND INAUGU~ ADDRESS 

My Fellow Citizens: 
The four years which have elapsed since last I stood in this place 

have been crowded with counsel and action of the most vital interest 
and consequen.ce. Perhaps no equal period in our history has been so 
fruitful of important reforms in our economic and industrial life or 
so full of significant changes in the spirit and purpose of our politic 
action. We have sought very thoughtfully to set our house in m-dcr, 
correct the grosser errors and abuses of our industrial life, libtratt """ 
quicken the processes of our national genius and cnrrgy, 1.nd llrt 0 111 

politics to a broader view of the people's essential intemtll. 
It is a record of singular variety and singular di11tinctlon. Hut I 

!!hall not attempt to review it. It speaks for itself and will be of in< rc'lt' 
ing influence as the years go by. This is not the time for rctroepe< t, 
It is time rather to speak our thoughts and purposes concerning thr 
present and the immediate future. 

Although we have centered counsel and action with such unusual 
concentration and success upon the great problems of domestic legisla
tion to which we addressed ourselves four years ago, other matters 
have more and more forced themselves upon our attention-matters 
lying outside our own life as a nation and over which we had no con
trol, but which, despite our wish to keep free of them, have drawn 
1111 more and more irresistibly into their own current and influence. 

It has been impossible to avoid them. They have affected the life 
of the whole world. They have shaken men everywhere with a passion 
and an apprehension they never knew before. It has been hard to 
preserve calm counsel while the thought of our own people swayed this 
way and that under their influence. We are a composite and cos
mopolitan people. We are of the blood of all the nations that are at 
war. The currents of our thoughts as well as the currents of our trade 
run quick at all seasons back and forth between us and them. The 
war inevitably set its mark from the first alike upon our minds, our 
Industries, our commerce, our politics and our social action. To be 
lndiff erent to it, or independent of it, was out of the question. 
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And yet all the while we have hu 11 "'' 1 10111 th tl wr wcrt" not part 
of it. In that consciouandl, despite 111nny dlviruo111 we have drawn 
closer together. We have been deeply wronged upon the seas, but we 
have not wished to wrong or injure in return; have retained throughout 
the consciousness of standing in some sort apart, intent upon an interest 
that transcended the immediate issues of the war itself. 

As some of the injuries done us have become intolerable we have still 
been clear that we wished nothing for oursdves that we were not ready to 
demand for all mankind-fair dealing, justice, the freedom to live and 
to be at ease against organized wrong. 

It is in this spirit and with this thought that we have gro*n more 
and more aware, more and more certain that the part we wished to 
play was the part of those who mean to vindicate and fortify peace. 
We have been obliged to arm ourselves to make good our claim to a 
certain minimum of right and of freedom of action. We stand firm 
in armed neutrality since it seems that in no other way we can demon
strate what it is we insist upon and cannot forget. We may even be 
drawn on, by circumstances, not by our own purpose or desire, to a 
more active assertion of our rights as we see them and a more imme
diate association with the great struggle itself. But nothing will alter 
our thought or our purpose. They are too clear to be obscured. They 
are too deeply rooted in the principles of our national life to be altered. 
We desire neither conquest nor advantage. We wish nothing that can 
be had only at the cost of another people. We always prof C$Cd un
selfish purpose and we covet the opportunity to prove our prof essiom 
are sincere. 

There are many things still to be done at home, to clarify our own 
politics and add new vitality to the industrial processes of our own life, 
and we shall do them as time and opportunity serve, but we realize 
that the greatest things that remain to be done must be done with the 
whole world for stage and in co-operation with the wide and universal 
forces of mankind, and we are making our spirits ready for those things. 

We are provincials no longer. The tragic events of the thirty 
months of vital turmoil through which we have just passed have made 
us citizens of the world. There can be no turning back. Our own 
fortunes as a nation are involved whether we would have it so or not. 

And yet we are not the less Americans on that account. We shall 
be the more American if we but remain true to the principles in which 
we have been bred. They are not the principles of a province or of a 
single continent. We have known and boasted all along that they 
were the principles of a liberated mankind. These, therefore, are the 
things we shall stand for1 whether i~t:..in ™: -
-n'iat all nations are equally interested in the peace of the world 
and in the political stability of free peoples, and equally responsible for 
their maintenance; that the essential principle of peace is the actual 
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equality nf n1tt1n111 111 111 ninttrr of right or privilege; that peace cannot 
~rt:urely or ju~tly r1'11t upon 1111 armed balance of power; that governments 
derive all their just powers from the consent of the governed and that 
no other powers should be supported by the common thought, purpose or 
power of the family of nations; that the seas should be equally free and 
nf c for the use of all peoples, under rules set up by common agreement 

and consent, and that, so far as practicable, they should be access!ble to 
all upon equal terms; that national armaments shall be limited to the 
necessities of national order and domestic safety; that the community of 
Interest and of power upon which peace must henceforth depend imposes 
upon each nation the duty of seeing to it that all influences proceeding 
from its own citizens meant to encourage or assist revolution in other 
11tates should be sternly and effectually suppressed and prevented. 

I need not argue these principles to you, my fellow countrymen; 
they are your own, part and parcel of your own thinking and your 
own motives in affairs. They spring up native amongst u11. l1pon thl.i 
u a platform of purpose and of action we can stand together. And It 
i11 imperative that we should stand together. We arc bein1 rm •1 d Into 

new unity amidst the fires that now blaze throughout the wm lcl 111 
their ardent heat we shall, in God's Providence, let u11 h<11u , he pun' ti 
of faction and division, purified of the errant humon of p1trty u11l 11f 

private interest, and shall stand forth in the days to come with I\ nrw 
dignity of national pride and spirit. Let each man sec to it that the 
dedication is in his own heart, the high purpose of the nation in his 
1>wn mind, ruler of his own will and desire. 

I stand here and have taken the high and solemn oath to which you 
have been audience because the people of the United States have chosen 
me for this august delegation of power and have by their gracious judg
ment named me their leader in affairs. 

I know now what the task means. I realize to the full the respon
l!bility which it involves. I pray God I may be given the wisdom and 
the prudence to do my duty in the true spirit of this great people. I 
1rn1 their servant and can succeed only as they sustain and guide me by 
their confidence and their counsel. The thing I shall count upon, the 
thing without which neither counsd nor action will avail, is the unity of 
'merica-an America united in feeling, in purpose and in its vision 
or duty, of opportunity and of service. 

We are to beware of all men who would tum the tasks and the 
11rcessities of the nation to their own private profit or use them for the 
building up of private power. 

United alike in the conception of our duty and in the high resolve 
11 1 perform it in the face of all men, let us dedicate ourselves to the 

11 ti task to which we must now set our hand. For myself I beg your 
tolerance, your countenance and your united aid. 
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The madowa that now lie dnrk upon 11111 fl"lh will 110011 be diapclled, 
and we shall walk with the light all nliout 111 if we be but true to our
selves--to ourselves as we have wiahcd to be known in the counsels of 
the worl~ and in the thought of all~~~ love liberty and justice 
and the nght exalted. 
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Warren G. Harding 
INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

My Countrymen: 
When one surveys the world about him after the great storm, noting 

the marks of destruction and yet rejoicing in the ruggedness of the things 
which withstood it, if he is an American he breathes the clarified atmoa-
1>hcre with a strange mingling of regret and new hope. We have seen 
• world passion spend its fury, but we contemplate our Republic un
l!iaken, and hold our civilization secure. Liberty-liberty within the 
law- and civilization are inseparable, and though both were threatened 
we find them now secure; and there comes to Americans the profound 
eurance that our representative government is the highest expression 

and surest guaranty of both. 
Standing in this presence, mindful of the solemnity of this occasion, 

f ccling the emotions which no one may know until he senses the great 
weight of responsibility for himself, I must utter my belief in the divine 
lnapiration of the founding fathers . • Surely there must, have been QQ.d's 
h1tcnt in the ma.king.Jf this new-world Rse,ublic. Ours is an organic 
tnw'Which had but one ambiguity, and we saw that effaced in a baptism 
of Ulcrificc and blood, with union maintained, the Nation supreme, and 
1t1 L:oncord inspiring. We have seen the world rivet its hopeful gaze 
on the great truths on which the founders wrought. We have seen civil, 
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human, and religious liberty verified nncl glm lfic d. Jn the beginning 
the Old World scoffed at our experiment; today our foundations of 
political and social belief stand unshaken, a precious inheritance to 
ourselves, an inspiring example of freedom and civilization to all man
kind. Let us express renewed and strengthened devotion, in grateful 
reverence for the immortal beginning, and utter our confidence in the 
supreme fulfillment. 
. '!'he recorded pro~ress of our Republic, materially and spiritually, 
m itself proves the wisdom of the inherited policy of non-involvement 
in Old World affairs. Confident of our ability to work out our own 
destiny, and jealously guarding our right to do so, we seek no part in 
directing the destinies of the Old World. We do not mean to be en
tangled. We will accept no responsibility except as our own conscience 
and judgment, in each instance, may determine. 

Our eyes never will be blind to a developing menace, our ears never 
deaf to the call of civilization. We recognize the new order in the 
world, with the closer contacts which progress has wrought. We sense 
the call of the human heart for fellowship, fraternity, and co-operation. 
We crave friendship and harbor no hate. But America, our America 
the America builded on the foundation laid by the inspired fathers, ca~ 
be a party to no permanent military alliance. It can enter into no 
political commitments, nor assume any economic obligations which will 
subject our decisions to any other than our own authority. 

I am sure our own people will not misunderstand nor will the world . , 
I?lSCo~true. 'W_e have no thought to impede the paths to closer rela
tionship. We w1Sh to promote understanding. We want to do our part 
in making off ~nsive warfare so ~ateful that Governments and peoples 
who resort to it must prove the righteousness of their cause or stand as 
outlaws before the bar of civilization. 

We are ready to associate ourselves with the nations of the world 
' great ands~~· for conference, for counse~; to seek the expressed views 

of ~orld opimon; to recommend a way to approximate disarmament and 
relieve the crushing burdens of military and naval establishments. We 
elect to participate in suggesting plans for mediation conciliation and 
arbitration, and would gladly join in that expr~d conscien~ of 
progress, which seeks to clarify and write the laws of international 
~ela~?nship, an? establish .a world court for the disposition of such 
JUSbcrable questions as nations are agreed to submit thereto. In ex
pressing aspirations, in seeking practical plans, in translating humanity's 
new concept of righteousness and justice and its hatred of war into 
reco~ended action we are ready most heartily to unite, but every 
c?mmitment m~st be made in the exercise of our national sovereignty. 
Smee freedom rmpelled, and independence inspired, and nationality 
exalted, a world supergovemment is contrary to everything we cherish 
and can have no sanction by our Republic. This is not selfishness, it is 
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~llll< tlty It 11 1101 111101111 II 1 1111lty. It i111 not "1u1piclcm of others, 
it is patriotic 1ulhr If 111 r to lhr tl1111g11 which made us what we arc. 

Today, better than ever before, we know the aspirations of human
kind, and share them. We have come to a new realization of our place 
m the world and a new appraisal of our Nation by the world. The 
unselfishness of these United States is a thing proven; our devotion to 
peace for ourselves and for the world is well established; our concern 
for preserved civilization has had its impassioned and heroic expression. 
There was no American failure to resist the attempted reversion of 
civilization; there will ,be no failure today or tomorrow. 

The success of our popular government rests wholly upon the correct 
interpretation of the deliberate, intelligent, dependable popular will of 
America. In a deliberate questioning of a suggested change of national 
policy, where internationality was to supersede nationality, we turned 
to a referendum, to the American people. There was ample discussion, 
and there is a public madate in manifest understanding. 

America is ready to encourage, eager to initiate, anxious to participate 
in any seemly program likely to lessen the probability of war, and pro
mote that brotherhood of mankind which must be God's highest con· 
l cption of human relationship. Because we cherish ideals of ju11tic • nn<I 
peace, because we appraise international comity and helpful rtlatlon 
1hip no less highly than any people of the world, we aspire to ,, high 
place in the moral leadership of civilization, and we hold a maintainrcl 
America, the proven Republic, the unshaken temple of repraentl\tivc 
democracy, to be not only an inspiration and example, but the highe1t 
agency of strengthening good will and promoting accord on both con
tinents. 

Mankind needs a world-wide benediction of understanding. It is 
needed among individuals, among peoples, among governments, and it 
will inaugurate an era of good feeling to make the birth of a new order. 
In such understanding men will strive confidently for the promotion of 
their better relationships and nations will promote the comities so 
C11Sential to peace. 

We must understand that ties of trade bind nations in closest intimacy, 
and none may receive except as he gives. We have not strengthened 
ours in accordance with our resources or our genius, notably on our own 
ontinent, where a galaxy of Republics reflects the glory of new-world 

i:lemocracy, but in the new order of finance and trade we mean to pro
mote enlarged activities and seek expanded confidence. 

Perhaps we can make no more helpful contribution by example than 
prove a Republic's capacity to emerge from the wreckage of war. While 
the world's embittered travail did not leave us devastated lands nor 
tlcaolatcd cities, left no gaping wounds, no breast with hate, it did 
Involve us in the delirium of expenditure, in expanded currency and 
< t'edits, in unbalanced industry, in unspeakable waste, and disturbed 
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relationships. While it uncovered our pott1011 o( h1ttr Cul lfiithncss at 
home, it also revealed the heart of Americ , 1 Ult 1m111<l nc.l fearleas, and 
beating in confidence unfailing. 

Amid it all we have riveted the gaze of all civilization to the unselfish
n~ and the righteousness of representative democracy, where our free
dom never has made offensive warfare, never has sought territorial 
aggrandizement through force, never has turned to the arbitrament of 
arms until reason has been exhausted. When the Governments of the 
earth shall have established a freedom like our own and shall have 
s~~d the • .Pl}.I].i,!lf~o- -ea.i::t.:" e ·h-~e ractk ed it. I bd.iev~e 
last sorrow and the final sacrifice of international warfare will have been __ ,,,._..,..~ ... ~~,_ ...... - ,..,... __ _ 

n en. 
"'""Let me speak to the maimed and wounded soldiers who are present 
today, and through them convey to their comrades the gratitude of the 
Republic for their sacrifices in its defense. A generous country will 
never forget the services you rendered, and you may hope for a policy 
under Government that will relieve any maimed successors from taking 
your places on another such occasion as this. 

Our supreme task is the resumption of our onward, normal way. 
Reconstruction, readjustment, restoration-all these must follow. I 
would like to hasten them. If it will lighten the spirit and add to the 
resolution with which we take up the task, let me repeat for our Nation, 
we shall give no people just cause to make war upon us; we hold no 
national prejudices; we entertain no spirit of revenge; we do not hate; 
we do not covet; we dream of no conquest, nor boast of armed prowess. 

If, despite this attitude, war is again forced upon us, I earnestly hope 
a way may be found which will unify our individual and collective 
strength and consecrate all America, materially and spiritually, body 
and soul, to national defense. I can vision the ideal republic, where 
every man and woman is called under the flag for asfilgnment to duty 
for whatever service, mijitacy or civic, the individual is best fitted; 
where we may call t§ ui'uversal service $)ery plaqt, ggency, or facility, 
all in the sublime sac 'fice for conntty, and not one penny of war profit 
shall inure to the benefit of private individual, corporation, or combina
tion, but all above the normal shall flow into the defense chest. of the 
Nation. There is something inherently wrong, something out of accord 
with the ideals of representative democracy, when one portion of our 
citizenship turns its activities to private gain amid defensive war while 
another is fighting, sacrificing, or dying for national preservation. 

Out of such universal service will come a new unity of spirit and 
purpose, a new confidence and consecration, which would make our 
defense impregnable, our triumph assured. Then we should have little 
or no disorganization of our economic, industrial, and commercial 
systems at home, no staggering war debts, no swollen fortunes to flout 
the sacrifices of our soldiers, no excuse for sedition, no pitiable slacker-
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lam, no outr t"• 11f It , 111 I 11 111ul Jf louay would have nc1 soil for 
their menacing dr , lop11 11111 11 111 1rvolution would be without the 
passion which enl(tn<lt 1 It . 

A regret for tht mb1takes of yesterday must not, however, blmd us to 
the tasks of today. War never left such an aftermath. There has been 
staggering loss of life and measureless wastage of materials. Nations 
are still groping for return to stable ways. Discouraging indebtedness 
confronts us like all the war-torn nations, and these obligations must 
be provided for. No civilization can survive repudiation. 

We can reduce the abnormal expenditures, and we will. We can 
strike at war taxation, and we must. We must face the grim necessity, 
with full knowledge that the task is to be solved, and we must proceed 
with a full realization that no statute enacted by man can repeal the 
inexorable laws of nature. Our most dangerous tendency is to expect 
too much of government, and at the same time do for it too little. 

We contemplate the immediate task of putting our public household 
in order. We need a rigid and yet sane economy, combined with fiscal 
justice, and it must be attended by individual prudence and thrift, 
which are so essential to this trying hour and reassuring for the future. 

The business world reflects the disturbance of war's reaction. Herein 
flows the lifeblood of material existence. The economic mechanism is 
intricate and its parts interdependent, and has suffered the shocks and 
jars incident to abnormal demands, credit inflations, and price upheavals. 
The normal balances have been impaired, the channels of distribution 
have been clogged, the relations of labor and management have been 
strained. We must seek the readjustment with care and courage. Our 
people must give and take. Prices must reflect the receding fever of 
war activities. Perhaps we never shall know the old levels of wages 
again, because war invariably readjusts compensations, and the neces
saries of life will show their inseparable relationship, but we must 
strive for normalcy to reach stability. All the penalties will not be 
light, nor evenly distributed. There is no way of making them so. 
l'here is no instant step from disorder to order. We must face a 
condition of grim reality, charge off our losses and start afresh. It is 
the oldest lesson of civilization. I would like government to do all it 
can to mitigate; then, in understanding, in mutuality of interest, in 
o·oncern for the common good, our tasks will be solved. No altered 
')"Stem will work a miracle. Any wild experiment will only add to the 
ronfusion. Our best assurance lies in efficient administration of our 
proven system. 

The forward course of the business cycle is unmistakable. Peoples 
nre turning from destruction to production. Industry has sensed the 
:hanged order and our own people are turning to resume their normal, 
onward way. The call is for productive America to go on. I know 
that CongrC!S and the Administration will favor every wise Government 
policy to aid the rcaumptiu11 nd C'ncourage continued progrciw. 
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I apeak for Rtbnm111t1 11 lw , 1111 Ir 111 fur JJ1ehtr nrtl 1. hur1Jr na for 
sou~d commercial prac ti< , fm • 1lu1u11tc • n dit I 11 ilitiea, for sy.;,pa 
thctic concern for all agricultural problema, for the omillsion of un· 
necessary interference of Government with business, for an end to 
Government's experiment in businca, and for more efficient business in 
Government administration. With all of this must attend a mindful• 
ness of the human side of all activities, so that social industrial and . . . . ' ' 
econ?rmc JUStic~ will ~e ~uar~ with the purposes of a righteous people. 

With the nation-wide mduct10n of womanhood into our political life 
we may count upon her intuitions, her refinements her intelligence and 
h . ' ' er mfluence to exalt the social order. We count upon her exercise of 
the full privileges and the performance of the duties of citizenship to 
speed the attainment of the highest state. 

. I ~ish for.~ America no less alert in guarding against dangers from 
within than it lS watchful against enemies from without. Our funda .. 
mental law recognizes no class, no group, no section; there must be 
none in legislation or administration. The supreme inspiration is the 
~o~on weal. ~umanity hungers for international peace, and we crave 
it with all mankmd. My most reverent prayer for America is for 
ind~strial .pe~e, _with its rewards, widely and generally distributed. 
amid the mspirations of equal opportunity. No one justly may deny 
the equality of opportunity which made us what we are. We have 
mistaken unpreparedness t_o embra~~ it to be a challenge of the reality, 
and due concern f?~ mak~g all c1tize~ fit for participation will give 
added strength of c1tizensh1p and magnify our achievement. 

If revolution insists upon overturning established order let other 
peoples make the tragic experiment. There is no place for it i~ America. 
When World War threatened civilization we pledged our resources and 
our lives to its preservation, and when revolution threatens we unfurl 
the flag of law and order and renew our consecration. Ours is a 
co~ti~u.tional freedom where the popular will is the law supreme and 
rmnor~ues are sacredly protected. Our revisions, reformations, and 
evolutions reflect a d~iberate judgment and an orderly progress, and 
we mean to cure our ills, but never destroy or permit destruction by 
force. 

I had rather submit our industrial controversies to the conference 
table in ad~anc~ th:m to a settlement table after conflict and suffering. 
The e~ lS thrrstJng for the cup of good will, understanding is itl 
fountam source. I would like to acclaim an era of good feeling amid 
dependable prosperity and all the blessings which attend. 

It has been proved again and again that we cannot, while throwin1 
our markets open to the world, maintain American standards of livina 
and op_Frturuty, an~ hold. our indu~trial eminence in such unequ 
competition. There is a lunng fallacy m the theory of banished barrie11 
of trade, but preserved American standards require our higher produc. 
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tlon w111 tn hr 1 rflri tnl 111 0111 I 11 ifT1 011 1mport11 I oday, 1 never 
bdort, when pr.oplr11 1ur 1rrlc.l1tK lll\d1 re1toration and expansion, we 
n11111t adjust our tariff1 to the new order. We seek participation in the 
world's exchanges, because therein lies our way to widened influence 
uul the triumphs of peace. We know full well we cannot sell where 

' do not buy, and we cannot sell successfully where we do not carry. 
( )pportunity is calling not alone for the restoration, but for a new era in 
pn>duction, transportation and trade. We shall answer it best by 
111rieting the demand of a surpassing home market, by promoting self-
1eliance in production, and by bidding enterprise, genius, and efficiency 
t1 • carry our cargoes in American bottoms to the marts of the world. 

We would not have an America living within and for herself alone, 
hut we would have her self-reliant, independent, and ever nobler, 
llronger, and richer. Believing in our higher standards, reared through 
10n1titutional liberty and maintained opportunity, we invite the world 
to the same heights. But pride in things wrought is no reflex of a com
pleted task. Common welfare is the goal of our national endeavor. 
Wealth is not inimical to welfare; it ought to be its friendliest agency. 
l'hcre never can be equality of rewards or possessions so long as the 
human plan contains varied talents and differing degrees of industry and 
thdft, but ours ought to be a country free from the great blotches of di& 
lta1ed poverty. We ought to find a way to guard against the peril• 
uut penalties of unemployment. We want an America of homca, 
Wumined with hope and happiness, where mothers, freed from the 
nr1:essity for long hours of toil beyond their own doors, may preside 
1 befits the hearthstone of American citizenship. We want the cradle 
,,f American childhood rocked under conditions so wholesome and so 
hopeful that no blight may touch it in its development, and we want to 
pr wide that no selfish interest, no material necessity, no lack of oppor
tunity shall prevent the gaining of that education so essential to best 
c ithenship. 

' l'hcre is no short cut to the making of these ideals into glad realities. 
l'hc world has witnessed again and again the futility and the mischief 

of ill-considered l".emedies for social and economic disorders. But we 
11 mindful today as never before of the friction of modem industrial-

111 , and we must learn its cau8es and reduce its evil consequences by 
1hcr and tested methods. Where genius has made for great possi-

hllitles, justice and happiness must be reflected in a greater common 
wrlfare. 

Service is the supreme commitment of life. I would rejoice to ac
e lalm the era of the Golden Rule and crown it with the autocracy of 
r rvlce. I pledge an administration wherein all the agencies of Govem

mrnt arc called to serve, and ever promote an understanding of Gov
rnmcnt purely as an expression of the popular will. 

213 



One cannot stand in this prr.!lr111 1tml ht 11111111mHul of the trr-mcn
dous responsibility. The world upheav 11 llddcd heavily to our tasks. 
But with the realization comes the surge of high ftlOlve, and there is 
reasrurance in belief in the God-given destiny of our Republic. If I 
fdt that there is to be sole responsibility in the Executive for the 
America of tomorrow I should shrink from the burden. But here are 
a hundred millions, with common concern and shared responsibility, 
answerable to God and country. The Republic summons them to their 
duty, and I invite co-operation. 

I accept my part with single-mindedn~ of purpose and humility of 
spirit, and implore the favor and guidance of God in His Heaven. With 
these I am unafraid, and confidently face the future. 

I have taken tQ.e wlwm oath of pfti~21!..~assage of Holy Writ 
wherein it is asked: "What ~~e ~ord ~~~i~~~tz.~~~~[t§Jfd"' 
~h' ~G~}~~C:.-~~-~Y1 ~~~ ~?_:witI. ~~~bly ~th -~y_q9~~-].'!fts 
-p .. 6 t to vu anu country . ... 
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Calvin Coolidge 
INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

My Countrymen: 
No one can contemplate current conditions without finding much 

that is satisfying and still more that is encouraging. Our own country 
IA leading the world in the general readjustment to the results of the 
great conflict. Many of its burdens will bear heavily upon us for years, 
and the secondary and indirect effects we must expect to experience for 
tome time. But we are beginning to comprehend more definitdy what 
1 ourse should be pursued, what remedies ought to be applied, what 
1u tions should be taken for our deliverance, and are clearly manifesting 

determined will faithfully and conscientiously to adopt these methods 
1if relief. Already we have sufficiently rearranged our domestic affairs 
10 that confidence has returned, business has revived, and we appear to 
hr entering an era of prosperity which is gradually reaching into every 
part of the Nation. Realizing that we can not live unto oursely9 alone, 
we have contributed of our resources and our counsel to the relief of 
the suffering and the settlement of the disputes among the European 
nations. Because of what America is and wh(/.t America has done, a 
firmer courage, a higher hope, inspires the heart of all humanity. 

These results have not occurred by mere chance. They have been 
1 urcd by a constant and enlightened effort marked by many sacrifices 
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and extending over muny go111 111111 W 1 1 111 1111t wntlnuc these 
brilliant succcMCS in the future. unlr we 11111llmu to learn from the 
past. It is necessary to keep the formc-r 11• 1 icn< ( <>f our country both 
at home and abroad continually before us, if we arc to have any science 
of government. If we wish to erect new structures, we must have a 
definite knowledge of the old foundations. We must realize that human 
nature is about the most constant thing in the universe and that the 
essentials of human relationship do not change. We must frequently 
take our bearings from these fixed stars of our political firmament if we 
expect to hold a true course. If we examine carefully wh3:t we have 
done, we can determine the more accurately what we can do. 

We stand at the opening of the one hundred and fiftieth year 
since our national consciousness first asserted itself by unmistakable 
action with an array of force. The old sentiment of detached and 
dependent colonies disappeared in the new sentiment of a united 
and independent Nation. Men began to discard the narrow confines 
of a local charter for the broader opportunities of a national con
stitution. Under the eternal urge of freedom we became an inde
pendent Nation. A little less than 50 years later that freedom and 
independence were reasserted in the face of all the world, and 
guarded, supported, and secured by the Monroe doctrine. The nar
row fringe of States along the Atlantic seaboard advanced its fron
tiers across the hills and plains of an intervening continent until it 
passed down the golden slope to the Pacific. We made freedom a 
birthright. We extended our domain over distant islands in order 
to safeguard our own interests and accepted the consequent obliga
tion to bestow justice and liberty upon less favored peoples. In the 
defense of our own ideals and in the general cause of liberty we 
entered the Great War. When victory had been fully secured, we 
withdrew to our own shores unrecompensed save in the consciousne19 
of duty done. · 

I 
Throughout all these experiences we have enlarged our freedom, 

we have strengthened our independence. We have been, and pro
pose to be, more and more American. We believe that we can best 
serve our own country and most successfully discharge our obliga
tions to humanity by continuing to be openly and candidly, in· 

~
ensely and scrupulously, American. If we have any heritage, it 

has been that. If we have any destiny, we have found it in that 
direction. 

But if we wish to continue to be distinctively American, we must 
continue to make that term comprehensive enough to embrace the 
legitimate desires of a civilized and enlightened people determined 
in all their relations to pursue a conscientious and· religious lif c. W 1 

can not permit ourselves to be narrowed and dwarfed by slogans and 
phrases. It is not the adjective, hut the substantive, which is of real 
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Int pot tnm 1 I 1 u 11111 1 hr 111111 u of thr ·'' uon, but the result of the action, 
whic:h is the .-hie r < 11111 c rn. It will be well not to be too much disturbed 
hy the thought of either isolation or entanglement of pacifists and mili
t .uists. The physical configuration of the earth has separated us from 

ll 1>f the Old World, but the common brotherhood of man, the highest 
law of all our being, has united us by inseparable bonds with all 
humanity. Our country represents nothing but peaceful intentions 
toward all the earth, but it ought not to fail to maintain such a military 
force as comports with the dignity and security of a great people. It 
ought to be a balanced force, intensely modem, capable of defense by 
11 .1 and land, beneath the surface and in the air. But it should be so 
c 1mducted that all the world may see in it, not a menace, but an instru
ment of security and peace. 

This Nation believes thoroughly in an honorable peace under which 
the rights of its citizens are to be everywhere protected. It has never 
I •>Und that the necessary enjoyment of such a peace could be maint incd 
1mly by a great and threatening array of arms. In common with othtr 
nations, it is now more determined than ever to promote" 1w t ( 1 thmu '11 
lticndliness and good will, through mutual understanding• and mutu"I 
forbearance. We have never practiced the policy of competillvr 1tmrn 
1ncnts. We have recently committed ourselves by covenant• with tht 
other great nations to a limitation of our sea power. A. one reault of 
rhia, our Navy ranks larger, in comparison, than it ever did before. 
llemoving the burden of expense and jealousy, which must always accrue 
fr im a keen rivalry, is one of the most effective methods of diminishing 
lhnt unreasonable hysteria and misunderstanding which are the most 
potent means of fomenting war. This policy represents a new departure 
111 the world. It is a thought, an ideal, which has led to an entirely 
111 w line of action. It will not be easy to maintain. Some never moved 
from their old positions, some are constantly slipping back to the old ways 
1( thought and the old action of seizing a musket and relying on force. 
America has taken the lead in this new direction, and that lead America 
mu11t continue to hold. If we expect others to rely on our fairness 
u11l justice we must show that we rely on their fairness and justice. 

If we are to judge by past experience, there is much to be hoped for 
111 International relations from frequent conferences and consultations. 
Wr have before us the beneficial results of the Washington conference 
0111 the various consultations recently held upon European affairs, some 
1( which were in response to our suggestions and in some of which we 

r·c- active participants. Even the failures can not but be accounted 
11 • f ul and an immeasurable advance over threatened or actual warfare. 
I .m1 strongly in favor of continuation of this policy, whenever condi-
1111111 arc such that there is even a promise that practical and favorable 
1 ulta might be secured. 
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In confonnity with the principle· that a display of reuon rather 
than a threat of force should be the detennining factor in the inter
course among nations, we have long advocated the peaceful settle
ment of disputes by methods of arbitration and have negotiated many 
treaties to secure that result. The same considerations should lead 
to our adherence to the Permanent Court of International Justice. 
Where great principles are involved, where great movements are 
under way which promise much for the welfare of humanity by 
reason of the very fact that many other nations have given such 
movements their actual support, we ought not to withhold our own 
sanction because of any small and in~ntial difference, but only 
upon the ground of the most important and compelling fundamental 
reasons. We can not barter away our independence or our sover
eignty, but we ought to engage in no refinements of logic, no sophis
tries, and no subterfuges, to argue away the undoubted duty of this 
country by reason of the might of its numbers, the power of its re
sources, and its position of leadership in the world, actively and com
prehensively to signify its approval and to bear its full share of the 
responsibility of a candid and disinterested attempt at the establish
ment of a tribunal for the administration of even-handed justice between 
nation and nation. The weight of our enormous influence must be cast 
upon the side of a reign not of force but of law and trial, not by battle 
but by reason. 

We have never any wish to interfere in the political conditions of 
any other countries. Especially are we determined not to become im
plicated in the political controversies of the Old World. With a great 
deal of hesitation, we have responded to appeals for help to maintain 
order, protect life and property, and establish responsible government 
in some of the small countries of the Western Hemisphere. Our private 
citizens have advanced large sums of money to ~ist in the neces.53.ry 
financing and relief of the Old World. We have not failed, nor shall we 
fail to respond, whenever necessary to mitigate human suffering and 
~ist in the rehabilitation of distressed nations. These, too, are require
ments which must be met by reason of our vast powers and the place we 
hold in the world. 

Some of the best thought of mankind has long been seeking for a 
formula for permanent peace. Undoubtedly the clarification of the 
principles of international law would be helpful, and the efforts of 
scholars to prepare such a work for adoption by the various nations 
should have our sympathy and support. Much may be hoped for 
from the earnest studies of those who advocate the outlawing of 
aggressive war. But all these plans and preparations, these treaties 
and covenants, will not of themselves be adequate. One of the great
est dangers to peace lies in the economic pressure to which people 
find themselves subjected. One of the most practical things to be 
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done In the world 1 ,,. , , ~ 11rnngementa under which such preaurc 
may be removrll, 11 th1tt c)pportunity may be renewed and hope 
may be revived. 1'herc must be some assurance that effort and en
deavor will be followed by success and prosperity. In the making and 
financing of such adjustments there is not only an opportunity, but a 
real duty, for America to respond with her counsel and her ~~urces. 
Conditions must be provided under which people can make a liVIng and 
work out of their difficulties. But there is another element, more 
important than all, without which there can not be the slightest h~pe 
of a permanent peace. That element lies in the h~ of humaruty. 
Unless the desire for peace be cherished there, unless this fundamental 
and only natural source of brotherly love be cultivated to its highest 
degree, all artificial efforts will be in vain. Peace will c.ome when there 
is realization that only under a reign of law, based on nghteousness and 
1upported by the religious conviction of the brotherhood of man, c~ 
there be any hope of a complete and satisfying life. Parchment will 
fail, the sword will fail, it is only the spiritual nature of man that can be 
triumphant. 

It seems altogether probable that we can contribute most t~ these 
important objects by maintaining our position of political det~chment 
and independence. We are not identified with any 01~ World mte~est. 
This position should be made more and m~re clear m our relations? 
with all foreign countries. We are at peace with all of them. Our ero
gram is~n~r to OEE.ress, but e!~ax.s to a~~· ~J!.il~.-w:~§n-ju£tke 
tOOthers, we must require that l?5t~!.2£. g.,g~J9..~ ~. UJ ~a: t~~ _ 
of"peace meanspeace: ana a tre;ty ,2!_!1llity -~~~ ~~ We~~~
maa~]_r~~omn'trotions to th~~~r,n~nror~o~ten"?us di.ff"erenc!:S. m 
60tii Europe aii<! ~ia".' But tliere 1S a very defimte pomt beyond ~hich 
we ean not go. We can only help those who help themselves. . Mmdful 
of these limitations, the one great duty that stands out reqwres us to 
use our enormous powers to trim the balance of the world. 

While we can look with a great deal of pleasure upon what we 
have done abroad we must remember that our continued success in ' . . 
that direction depends upon what we do at home. Smee its very 
outset it has been found necessary to conduct our Government by 
mean~ of political parties. That system would not have survived from 
generation to generation if it had not been fundamentally sound ~d 
provided the best instrumentalities for the m~t compl~te expression 
of the popular will. It is not necessary to claim that it has always 
worked perfectly. It is enough to know that nothing better has been 
devised. No one would deny that there should be full and free ex
pression and an opportunity for independence o~ action wi~hin ~e 
party. There is no salvation in a narrow and bigoted partisanship. 
But if there is to be responsible party government, the party label must 
be something more than a mere device for securing office. Unless those 
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who ~re elected under the same ty deaignation arc willing to aMume 
sufficient responsibility and exhibit sufficient loyalty and coherence, so 
that they .c~ cooperate with each other in the support of the broad 
gener~ J?nn~1ples, of the party platform, the election is merely a mockery, 
no declSlo~ JS made at the polls, and there is no representation of the 
popular will. Common honesty and good faith with the people who 
support a party at the polls require that party, when it enters office, to 
assume the control of that portion of the Government to which it has 
been elected. Any other course is bad faith and a violation of the 
party pledges. 

. Wh~ ~e c?untry has bestowed its confidence upon a party by making 
1t ~ maJon!Y m the Cong~, it has a right to expect such unity of 
action as will make the party majority an effective instrument of govern .. 
ment: This administration has come into power with a very clear and 
~efinite mandate from the people. The expression of the popular will 
m favor .o! maintaining our cons~tutio~al guarantees was overwhelming 
and decJS1ve. There was a marufestatlon of such faith in the integrity 
of the courts that we can consider that issue rejected for some time to 
come. Likewise, the policy of public ownership of railroads and certain 
electric utilities met with unmistakable def eat. The people declared 
that they wanted their rights to have not a political but a judicial 
determination, and their independence and freedom continued and 
supported by having the ownership and control of their property, not 
in the Government, but in their own hands. As they always do when 
they have a fair chance, the people demonstrated that they are sound 
and are determined to have a sound government. 

When we turn from what was rejected to inquire what was ac
cep~, the policy that stands out with the greatest clearness is that 
of economy in public expenditure with reduction and reform of taxa
tion. The principle involved in this effort is that of conseIVation. 
T?e resources of this country are almost beyond computation. No 
rmnd ~an. comprehend them. But the cost of our combined govern
ments JS likewJSC almost beyond definition. Not only those who are 
now making their tax returns, but those who meet the enhanced cost 
of existence in their monthly bills, know by hard experience what this 
great burden is and what it does. No matter what others may want, 
these people want a drastic economy. They are opposed to waste. 
They know that extravagance lengthens the hours and diminishes the 
re~ards of their labor. I favor the policy of economy, not because I 
wish to save money, but because I wish to save people. The men 
and women of this country who toil are the ones who bear the cost of the 
Government. Every dollar that we carelessly waste means that their life 
will be so much the more meager. Every dollar that we prudently save 
means that their life will be so much the more abundant. Economy is 
idealism in its most practical form. 
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If extravagance wrrt" 11ot reflected in taxation, and through tax~
tion both directly and indirectly injuriously affecting the people, it 
would not be of so much consequence. The wisest and soundest method 
of solving our tax problem is through economy. Fortunately, ?f all 
the great nations this country is best in a posi~on to adopt that Simple 
remedy. We do not any longer need war-time revenues. TJls .<;i>J.:_ 
lrrtion of any taxes which are not absolutel:x; i;equir.ed, . ..wh!jj}_~ 
§on<L~!!.~~!e doubt _co~~bute to. the public w~_!!~:e, is ~nl~ a 
apccies ofJ~ga_l4_eQ. ~cent:,_ Under ill'.J§ _llepiffilic the re~ar~ __ c;+-.-ttt-> 

us§JLekfilg_jo those who earn them. 'J')le only constttu4onal tax 
irlthe tax which ministers to public necessity. ~ ..P.!'.?E~!!L~ the 
, 'Ouniry beloni'S t;·the. Pe_?-·1e ?£. t~e- c~lint~ T~eir title ISaDsOlu.te. 
'tlicYdo not support any privileged class; they do not nee~ to mam
tain great military forces; they ought not to be burdened with a great 
array of public employees. They arc not required to make any con
tribution to Government expenditures except that which they volun· 
tarily ~ upon themselves through the action of their own rcprc 
1entatives. Whenever taxes become burdensome a remedy mu • 
applied by the people; but if they do not act for thcmselvea, no onr 
can be very successful in acting for them. 

Tue time is arriving when we can have further tax reduction, when, 
unless we wish to hamper the people in their right to earn a living, we 
must have tax reform. The method of raising revenue 2~&..h~ not to 
impede the transaction 61'*6usine$; it ~ ~o .£.ll<;.QJJI.agC it. I am. 
11J)p~tremely lllgfi rafes, ~~~e.. th'EX...l?!<?<!!!£C.. Ji!tle or no 
rcveims:]i~eL!!-re' '!--. ~~~g>u!!,!ry.,3!1.91 . ffil~.Yy,_ .. ~ca~ 
a;Are,.w.umg. We can not finance the ~o.un~, we ca~ not unprove 
11ocial conditions, through any system of tnjustlce, even if we att.empt 
to inflict it upon the rich. Those who suffer the most harm will be 
the poor. This country believes in prosperity. It is absurd to s.uppose 
that it is envious of those who are already pros~rous. T.,.he .wlSe ~<i_j 
correct course to follow in taxation .rui.Q .all other econgm1~ leptiQ.o,__ 
la not to. ,des.-trQ.X.th~e-wh_g !ia':S. a!rpQ.~£ .. fil!~~«;.~~~ 
, Oii°d,i~.]112,<_lS,,r.., ~~.C11 every one ~ E-ave ~ ,betterJh-f.!!.S<;,.!.9 ~be su<;£~-
1UC" The verdict of the country has f>een given on this question. That 
verdict stands. We shall do well to heed it. 

These questions involve moral issues. We need not concern our
~ves much about the rights of property if we will faithfully obseIVe 
the rights of persons. Under our institutions their rights are supreme. 
It is not property but the right to hold property, both great and small, 
which our Constitution guarantees. All owners of property are charged 
with a service. These rights and duties have been revealed, through 
1hc conscience of society, to have a divine sanction. The very stability 
of our society rests upon production and conservation. For individuals 
or for governments to waste and squander their resources is to deny 
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thC!C rfghta and di11r't'gar1l the'.8«' obHgation1. Tht n ~ult of "' onomlc 
dissipation to a nation is always moral dee y. 

These policies of better international understandings, greater econ• 
omy, a?d low~r taxes. have contributed largely to peaceful and proe
perous mdustnal rdatJ.ons. Under the hdpful influences of restricti 
immi~tio~ and a protective tariff, employment is plentiful, the rate 
of pay JS high, and wage earners are in a state of contentment seldom 
before seen. Our transportation systems have been gradually recove · 
and have been able to meet all the requirements of the service. Agric 
~ur~ has been very slow in reviving, but the price of cereals at laat 
mdicates that the day of its deliverance is at hand. 
. We are not without our problems, but our most important probl 
JS not to secure new advantages but to maintain those which we already 
paS'Sess. Our system of government made up of three separate and 
independent departments, our divided sovereignty composed of Nation 
and State, the matchless wisdom that is enshrined in our Constituti 
all these need constant effort and tirdess vigilance for their protection and 
support. 

In a republic the first rule for the guidance of the citizen is obecii
enc~ to law. Under a despotism the law may be imposed upon the 
subject. He has no voice in its making no influence in its admiJlis. 
tration, ~t does not represent him. Unde; a free government the citizeS 
~akes his own laws, chooses his own administrators, which do represen 
him. Those who want their rights respected under the Constitutio 
~d ~e law ought to set the example themselves of observing the Con .. 
stitutio~ and the law. While there may be those of high intelligen · 
~ho VI?late the law at ~es, the barbarian and the defective alwa,
v1olate ~t. . Th~ who disregard the rules of society are not exhibitin 
a supenor mtelligence, are not promoting freedom and independen 
:ire not following _the path of civilization, but are displaying the traits of 
ignorance, of servitude, of savagery, and treading the way that leads back 
to the jungle. 

The essence of a republic is representative government. O~ Con• 
gress represents the people and the States. In all legislative a.ff airs it is 
the natural collaborator with the President. In spite of all the criticisin 
~hich often falls to its lot, I do not hesitate to say that there is no more 
mdependent and effective legislative body in the world. It is and 
should be, jealou:' o~ its prerogative. I wdcome its cooperation: and 
expect to share with It not only the responsibility, but the credit, for our 
common effort to secure beneficial legislation. 

These are some of the principles which America represents. We 
have not by any means put them fully into. practice, but we have 
strongly si~fied our ~lief in them. The encouraging feature of 
our counny JS not that It has reached its destination, but that it has 
overwhdmingly expressed its determination to proceed in the right 
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1
11r , , tlon. It la ti"' 1 It 1 , 1mlcl with profit, be leu aectional 
•ml more national In our thought. It would be well if we could 

place much that la only a f alsc and ignorant prejudice with a true 
and enlightened pride of race. But the last election showed that 
ppcals to class and nationality had little effect. We were all ~ound 

loyal to a common citizenship. . The . fun~~ent~ prec~pt. of li~rty 
1 toleration. We can not penmt any mqUlSltJ.on either within or with
out the law or apply any religious test to the holding of office. The 
mind of America must be forever free. . 

It is in such contemplations, my fellow countrymen, which are not 
llhaustive but only representative, that I find ample warrant for 
tillf'action and encouragement. We should not let the much that 

1 to do obscure the much which has been done. The past and 
present show faith and hope and co~r~ge fully justified. Here stands 
our country, an example of tranquillity at home, a pa~ron ~f tran
qulllity abroad. Here stands its ~ve"1:1°ent, ~ware of its rmght ~ut 
obedient to its conscience. Here it will conti.nue to stand, seeking 
1>eacc and prosperity, solicitous for the welfare of the wage earner, 
promoting enterprise, developing waterways and natural . resources, 

ttcntive to the intuitive counsel of womanhood, encouragmg ed~ca
Uon, desiring the advancement of religion, supporting the cause of J~
th r and honor among the nations. ~a see~J.l~~Ij:~J~E~.!1'£ 
built o~c!.~Jl ~~i;ce~ . No ~l?~t19!1.i. n~.--!~~~!1,!l~JJ, _!~r<'.8 _ heJ.:..tO 
1hlf11gnt y f, fg_r.cign ,Ao)1l!J!!O~:.., The~~ wh.1c.:~ ~he sends--rcl~--

1 a~~l~QJ:d~ l:>.Y.LID.th.!P! : ~~~" The ~lie~ state ,._., 
lei which she seeks ~e 1~~~~! all mankind lS f!~t. ~I liu~,-tmt~ 
1 t :alviri~::9Eifu-:--she cherishes no .P!:!~e save to ment the Javor of 

Al~ghty God. -
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Franklin D. Roosevelt 

INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

MARCH 4, I 933 

I am certain that my fdlow Americans expect that on my induction 
into the Presidency I will address them with a candor and a decision 
which the present situation of our Nation impels. This is preeminently 
the time to speak the truth, the whole truth, frankly and boldly. Nor 
need we shrink from honestly facing conditions in our country to-day. 
This great Nation will endure as it has endured, will revive and will 
prosper. So, first of all, let me assert my firm belief that the only thing 
we have t~ear is fear'!&lt-namel~.i.. !!I,ID;a.:§2riin~ii}u~tiue4}e_rr_sf 
w~]!tit~~eru:a eifuiiuo wni;~retreat into ad~~:... In every 
Jark hour of our national life a leadership of frankness and vigor ha8mt't 
with that understanding and support of the people themselves which is 
essential to victory. I am convinced that you will again give that support 
to leadership in these critical days. 

In such a spirit on my part and on yours we face our common dif
ficulties. They concern, thank God, only material things. Values have 
shrunken to fantastic levels; taxes have risen; our ability to pay has 
fallen; government of all kinds is faced by serious curtailment of income; 
the means of exchange are frozen in the currents of trade; the withered 
leaves of industrial enterprise lie on every side; fanners find no markets 
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for their produce; the savlnga of many yr ni In thousands of familica att 
gone. 

M?re important, a host of unemployed citizens face the grim problem 
of ~tence, _an~ an equally great number toil with little return. Only 
: f qolish optumst can denY.Jhe d~rk zyalitiq of the mowent. -

Yet our distress comes from no failure of substance. We are strick 
by no plague of locusts. Compared with the perils which our fore
f ~thers conquered because they believed and were not afraid, we have 
still much to be thankful for. Nature still offers her bounty and 
human efforts ~ave m~tip~ed it. Plenty is at our doorstep, but a 
ge~ei:ous use of it languishes m the very sight of the supply. Prim ' 
th:S is because the_ rulers of the exchange of mankind's goods have 
failed, th~ough t~eir ?wn stubbornness and their own incompeten 
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have admitted . their failure, and abdicated. Practices of the unscrupu 
_ki~_mon..sl'. s..hangsrs staruL.iJJ.dicterJ .ift •htt Zewa XpiiMe::omtt~ 
,...!.,~ted by the hearts and minds of men. 

Tru7 th~y Tia~e -~ed,-h~tt'hci;cif~~ have been cast in the pattern 
of an outwo~ tradition. Faced by failure of credit they have propose4 
onl.y the lending of more money. Stripped of the lure of profit by which 
to mduce our people to follow their false leadership they have resorted 
to exhortations, pleading tearfully for restored confidence. They know 
only the rul~s of a .g~neration of self-seekers. They have no vision, and 
when there IS no vision the people perish. 

The money chaniliPi baye tJed from tb1ir ai~ Hats io.rtbYcmp 
f our civilization. We may now restore that tern le to the anci 1 

,!!:uths. e measure o e res ora on es m e extent to whic 
applysocial values more noble than mere monetary profit. 
. Happin~ lies not in the mere possession of money; it lies in the 
J~Y of a~hievement, in the thrill of creative effort. The joy and moral 
stimulation of work no longer must be forgotten in the mad chase of 
evanescent profits. These dark days will be worth all they cost us if 
they teach us that our true destiny is not to be ministered unto but to 
minister to ourselves and to our fell ow men. 

Recognition of the falsity of material wealth as the standard of 
success goes hand in hand with the abandonment of the false belief 
that public office and high political position are to be valued only 
by the standards of pride of place and personal profit; and there must 
h_e an end to a conduct in banking and in business which too often has 
given to a sacred trust the likeness of callous and selfish wrongdoing. 
Small wonder that confidence languishes, for it thrives only on honesty, 
on honor, on the sacredness of obligations, on faithful protection, on 
unselfish performance; without them it can not live. 

/~ Restoration calls, however, not for chan.ses in ethics alone. This 
Nibon askS for action, and' action now. ' ---
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Our ~ateat primary tuk la to put people to work. This is no 
un!OivabFcproffiehi tr ace it wisely and courageoiiS1y. It ~n be 
accomplished in part by direct recruiting by the Government itself, 
treating the task as we would treat the emergency of a war, but at 
the same time, through this employment, accomplishing greatly needed 
projects to stimulate and reorganize the use of our na_tural resources. 

Hand in hand with this we must frankly recogmze the overbalance 
of population in our industrial centers and, by engaging on a national 
acale in a redistribution, endeavor to provide a better use of the la?d 
for those best fitted for the land. The task can be helped by defimte 
efforts to raise the values of agricultural products and with this the 
power to purchase the output of our cities. It can be helped by prevent
ing realistically the tragedy of the growing loss through foreclosure of 
our small homes and our farms. It can be helped by insistence that the 
Federal State and local governments act forthwith on the demand 
that thclr cost 'be drastically reduced. It can be helped by the unifying 
of relief activities which to-day are often scattered, uneconomical, and 
unequal. It can be helped by national planning for and supervision of 
all forms of transportation and of .communications and other utiliti~ 
which have a definitely public character. There are many ways m 
which it can be helped, but it can never be helped merely by talking 
about it. We must act and act quickly. 

Finaily, in our progress toward a resumption of work we require 
two safeguards against a return of the evils of the old order; there 
must be a strict supervision of all banking and credits and investments; 
there must be an end to speculation with other people's money, and 
there must be provision for an adequate but sound currency . 

There are the lines of attack. I shall presently urge upon a new 
Congress in special s~on detailed measures for their fulfillment, and 
I shall seek the immediate assistance of the several States. 

Through !his proS!am of ~ftiPD lVJ: address ourselves ~tili!,g J 
our own national house in order and maki¥ mcome balance out~ 
Our inte;;ctlional trade;cla°tions, though vastly Im Hiilt, are in ~ 
point of time and nec~ty secondary to the establishment of a sound 
national economy. I favor as a practical policy the putting of first 
things first. I shall spare no effort to restore world trade by inter
national economic readjustment, but the emergency at home can not 
wait on that accomplishment. 

The basic thought that guides these specific means of national re
covery is not narrowly nationalistic. It is the insistence, 3-! a ~~ 
consideration u n the interde endence of the various ~}n 

pa~...QL.Jbe United States-a recognition of the old and per
manently important manifestation of the American spirit of the pioneer. 
It is the way to recovery. It is the immediate way. It is the strongest 
assurance that the recovery will endure. 
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la. thc.Jicld DL MIOdd ~Q'.. I would t!rtllc dr thl11 Nation to the 
~of th_e .&.~_neighbor· the 1w1 lil.111 m r• 1l11t I respects 
Ii . and, because 'he dod' su;-tblpects the rights of others-th 
neighbor who respects his obligations and respects the sanctity of his 
agreements in and with a world of neighbors. 

If I read the temper of our people correctly, we now realize as we 
have never realized before our interdependence on each other; that 
we can not merely take but we must give as well; that if we are to 
go ~orward, we must move as a trained and loyal army willing to 
sacrifice for the good of a common discipline, because without such 
discipline no progress is made, no leadership becomes effective. We 
are, I know, ready and willing to submit our lives and property to 
such discipline, because it makes possible a leadership which aims at 
a larger. g~. This I propose to offer, pledging that the larger pur
P?ses will bmd upo~ u~ all as a sacred obligation with a unity of duty 
hitherto evoked only m time of armed strife. 

_With this pledge taken, I assume unheS.itatingly the leadership of 
this great army of our people dedicated to a disciplined attack upon 
our common problems. 

Action in this image and to this end is feasible under the form of 
government which we have inherited from our ancestors. Our Con
stitution is so simple and practical that it is possible always to meet 
extraordinary needs by changes in emphasis and arrangement without 
~oss of essential form. That is why our constitutional system has proved 
itself the mo.st superbly enduring political mechanism the modern 
world has produced. It has met every stress of vast expansion of 
territory, of foreign wars, of bitter internal strife, of world relations. 

It is to be hoped that the normal balance of executive and legis
lative authority may be wholly adequate to meet the unprecedented 
task before us. But it may be that an u!1p[.ecec\ents:d..,.skmand...-a»d ne ~'2!-!!fill~~f;~Q!k.tPAY"'~-Iiii~g£ag...:..d.~PAf.tqr,e_ !fgm)hat 
norma!!>Al'!_q~ ~blj~_p!fl~~cJ~ 

am prepared under my constitutional duty to recommend the 
measures that a stricken nation in the midst of a stricken world may 
require. These measures, or such other measures as the Congress may 
build out of its experience and wisdom, I shall seek, within my con
'-itutional authority, to bring to speedy adoption. 

( But in the event that the Congress shall fail to take one of these 
( two courses, and in the event that the national emergency is still critical, 
I ~1!Lu.<l!.~vade the clear course of duty that will then confront me. 
r5~all ask the Congress for the one remammg~ mstrument to meet 
the_£~}?roa~ ·:~x~cutive .po~er to-=:'!age ~yar- ag.µnst the emer
gCJ!ffz.~ ~rea~ ~ ~ R°wer~ that would be _given to me if we were in 
f ~v~~edJ.ly a. "fore1sn !oe. 
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For the trunl tc I''. , 11111 111r I will return the courage and the devotion 
that befit tht limr I • an do no leu. 

We face the arduous days that lie before us in the warm courage 
of the national unity; with the clear consciousness of seeking old and 
precious moral values; with the clean satisfaction that comes. from the 
stem performance of duty by old and young alike. We aim at the 
assurance of a rounded and permanent national life. 

We do not distrust the future of es.5ential democracy. The people 
of the United States have not failed. In t i need the hav~_!:.~W 

re a man ate a an rrect, vigorous action~ ..The.¥ }lave 
aSIZe<I for diScipliiie and clrrec1ion unaerkadership. :J!ey have made 
m-ethe present-~~rumenrof~tlt~s-:"1_!! tfie !}~tCif~t I 
tak"CTt. 
"" i~ this dedication of a Nation we humbly ask the blessing of God. 

May He protect each and every one of us. May He guide me in the 

days to come. 
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SECOND INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

JANUARY 20, 1937 

When four years ago we met to inaugurate a President, the Republic 
single-minded in anxiety, stood in spirit here.' We dedicated ourselv~ 
to the fulfillment of a vision-to speed the time when there would be 
for all the people that security and peace ~ntial to the pursuit of 
happiness. We of the Republic pledged ourselves to drive from the 
t~1ple of our ancient faith those who had profaned it; to end by action, 
tire ess and unafraid, the stagnation and despair of that day. We did 
those first things first. 

Our covenant with ounielves did not stop there. Instinctively we 
recognized a deeper need-the need to find through government the 
instrument of our united purpose to solve for the individual the ever. 
rising problems of a complex civilization. Repeated attempts at their 
solution without the aid of government had left us baffled and be· 
wildered. For, without that aid, we had been unable to create those 
m~ral controls over the s~rvices of science which are necessary to make 
science a useful servant mstead of a ruthless master of mankind. To 
do this we knew that we must find practical controls over blind economic 
forces and blindly selfish men. 

We of the Republic sensed the truth that democratic government 
has innate capacity to protect its people against disasters once considered 
inevitable, to solve problems once considered unsolvable. We would 
?ot admit that we could not find a way to master economic epidemica 
JUSt as, after centuries of fatalistic suffering, we had found a way to 
master epidemics of disease. We ref used to leave the problems of our 
common welfare to be solved by the winds of chance and the hurricanes 
of disaster. 

~~this we Americans were discovering no wholly new truth; we were 
wnting a new chapter in our book of self-government. 

This year marks the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the 
Constitutional Convention which made us a nation. At that Conven• 
tion our forefathers found the way out of the chaos which followed 
the Revolutionary War; they created a strong government with powers 
of united action sufficient then and now to solve problems utterly beyond 
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individual or loc Ill i0l11t1on. A century and a half ago they established 
the Federal Govemmcnt in order to promote the general welfare and 
secure the blessings of liberty to the American people. 

Today we invoke those same powers of government to achieve the 

same objectives. 
Four years of new experience have not belied our historic instinct. 

They hold out the clear hope that government within communi~es, 
government within the separate States, and government of the Umted 
States can do the things the times require, without yielding its democ~cy · 
Our tasks in the last four years did not force democracy to take a holiday. 

Nearly all of us recognize that as intricacies of human relationships 
increa.Se, so power to govern them also must increase--po~er to stop 
evil; power to do good. The essential democracy of our Nation and the 
safety of our people depend not upon the absence of po~er, but upon 
lodging it with those whom the people can change or continue at stated 
intervals through an honest and free system of elections. The Con· 
stitution of 1787 did not make our democracy impotent. 

In fact, in these last four years, we have made the exercise of all power 
more democratic; for we have begun to bring private autocratic powers 
into their proper subordination to the public's government. The legend 
that they were invincible-above and beyond the processes of a de· 
mocracy-has been shattered. They have been challenged and beaten. 

Our progress out of the depression is obvious. But that is not all 
that you and I mean by the new order of things. Our pledge ~as not 
merely to do a patchwork job with secondhand materials. By usmg the 
new materials of social justice we have undertaken to erect on the old 
foundations a more enduring4ructure for the better use of future gen-

erations. 
In that purpose we have been helped by achievements of mind and 

spirit. Old truths have been relearned; untruths have been unlearned. 
We have a~a}:svkwrw.uJlW. ll<ie2l~ .. ~If-interest was b~q_gi9r:;i.~~ 
know now that it is bad economics. Out of the collapse of a pros
~~ollifde~;'bci"ast~tn~acticality has come th~ c~nvic
tion that in the long run economic morality pays. We are begmmng to 
wipe out the line that divides the practical from the ideal; and in so do.ing 
we are fashioning an instrument of unimagined power for the establish-
ment of a morally better world. 

This new understanding undermines the old admiration of worldly 
success as such. We are beginning to abandon our tolerance of the 
abuse of power by those who betray for profit the elementary decencies 

of life. 
In this process evil things formerly accepted will not be so easily con-

doned. Hard-headedness will not so easily excuse hard-heartedness. 
We are moving toward an era of good feeling. But we realize that there 
can be no era of good feeling save among men of good will. 
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<, For th~ rr1t11om1 I 1u11 JU1liflul 111 l·dlr lllK lilllt thr grr 1j1"'l hangc 
(..we have w1tncued haa been the 1 h 11 •• In the 111111·lll 1:Umate of Amcric , 

~ong m.en of good will, sdcnce and demo< racy together off er an 
ev~-ncher ~f e and ever-larger satisfaction to the individual. With 
thIS change m our moral climate and our rediscovered ability to im· 
pro~e our economic order, we have set our feet upon the road of en
dunng progress. 

Shall we pause now and turn our back upon the road that liea 
ahead? Shall we call this the promised land? Or shall we continua 

;> F " , -on ~ur wa~. or each age is a dream that is dying or one that is 
conung to birth." ' 

" Many voi~es .~re heard as. we face a great decision. Comfort says, 
Taiy a w~e. Opportumsm says, "This is a good spot." Timidity 

asks, How difficult is the road ahead?" 
.T~e, we have come far from the days of stagnation and despair. 

Vitality has been preserved. Courage and confidence have been re
stored. Mental and moral horizons have been extended. 

~ut our. present gains were won under the pressure of more than 
ordinary crrcumstances. Advance became imperative under the goad 
of fear and suffering. The times were on the side of progress. 

. To hol.d to pro.gr_~ today, however, is more difficult. Dulled con· 
science, rrresponsibility, and ruthless self-interest already reappear. 
Su~h symptoms of prosperity may become portents of disaster! Pros
penty already tes~ the persistence of our progressive purpose. 

Let us ask agam: Have we reached the goal of our vision of that 
fourth day of Mar~h 1933? Have we found our happy valley? 

I see a great nation, upon a great continent, blessed with a great 
wealth of natural resources. l'ts hundred and thirty million. people arc 
at. peace among themselves; they are making their country a good 
neighbor among the nations. I see a United States which can demon
strate that, under ~emocratic methods of government, national wealth 
can be translated mto a spreading volume of human comforts hitherto 
unknown, and the lowest standard of living can be raised far above the 
le 1 of mere subsistence. 

B~t here .is t~e. challenge to our democracy: In this nation I see tens of 
millio~s of its citizens -a substantial part of its whole population-w 

this very moment are denied the greater part of what the very 
est standards of today call the necessities of life. 
I see millions of families trying to live on incomes so meager that 

the pall of !~ily disaster hangs over them day by day. 
I ~e~ millions w~ose daily lives in city and on farm continue under 

conditions labeled mdecent by a so-called polite society half a century 
ago. 

I see ~ions denied education, recreation, and the opportunity to 
better their lot and the lot of their children. 
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I sec mfllio11 1ac ~ lnl{ the mran11 to buy the products of farm and 
factory and by thC'ir poverty denying work and productivcn~ to many 
other millions. 

I see one-third of a nation ill-housed, ill-clad, ill-nourished. 
It is not in despair that I paint you that picture. I paint it for you 

in hope----because the Nation, seeing and understanding the injustice 
in it, proposes to paint it out. We are determined to make every 
American citizen the subject of his country's interest and concern; and 
we will never regard any faithful law-abiding group within our borders 
as superfluous. The test of our progress is not whether we add more 
to the abundance of those who have much; it is whether we provide 
enough for those who have too little. 

If I know aught of the spirit and purpose of our Nation, we will not 
listen to Comfort, Opportunism, and Timidity. We will carry on. 

Overwhelmingly, we of the Republic are men and women of good 
will; men and women who have more than warm hearts of dedication; 
men and women who have cool heads and willing hands of practical 
purpose as well. They will insist that every agency of popular govern
ment use effective instruments to carry out their will . 

Government is competent when all who compose it work as trustees 
for the whole people. It can make constant progress when it keeps 
abreast of all the facts. It can obtain justified support and legitimate 
criticism when the people receive true information of all that govern
ment does. 

If I know aught of the will of our people, they will demand that these 
conditions of effective government shall be created and maintained. 
They will demand a nation uncorrupted by cancers of injustice and, 
therefore, strong among the nations in its example of the will to peace. 

Today we reconsecrate our country to long-cherished ideals in a 
suddenly changed civilization. In every land there are always at work 
forces that drive men apart and forces that draw men together. In our 
personal ambitions we are individualists. But in our seeking for eco
nomic and political progress as a nation, we all go up, or else we all go 
down, as one people. 

To maintain a democracy of effort requires a vast amount of patience 
in dealing with differing methods, a vast amount of humility. But out 
of the confusion of many voices rises an understanding of dominant 
public need. Then political leadership can voice common ideals, and 
aid in their realization. 

In taking again the oath of office as President of the United States, 
I 3$Ume the solemn obligation of leading the American people forward 
along the road over which they have chosen to advance. 

While this duty rests upon me I shall do my utmost to speak their 
purpose and to do their will, seeking Divine guidance to help us each 
and every one to give light to them that sit in darkness and to guide our 
f cet into the way of pr • c. 
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THIRD INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

}ANUARY 20, 1941 

On each national day of inauguration since 1789, the people have re
newed their sense of dedication to the United States. 

In Washington's day the task of the people was to create and weld 
together a nation. 

In Lincoln's day the task of the people was to preserve that Nation 
from disruption from within. 

In this day the task of the people is to save that Nation and its insti
tutions from disruption from without. 

To us there has come a time, in the midst of swift happenings, to 
pause for a moment and take stock-to recall what our place in history 
has been, and to rediscover what we are and what we may be. If we 
do not, we risk the real peril of inaction. 

/ Lives of nations are determined not by the count of years, but by 

\ 

the lifetime of the human spirit. The life of a man is three-score 
years and ten: a little more, a little l~. Thia,_life 9f a natjon is the 
fullness of the measure of its will to live. ... 

_. • r ~.., .. -~- -··,........_ • 

There are men who doubt this. "'There are men who believe that 
democracy, as a form of Government and a frame of life, is limited 
or measured by a kind of mystical and artificial fate-that, for some 
unexplained reason, tyranny and slavery have become the surging 
wave of the future-and that freedom is an ebbing tide. 

But we Americans know that this is not true. 
Eight years ago, when the life of this Republic seemed frozen by a 

fatalistic terror, we proved that L.'iis is not true. We were in the midst 
of shock-but we acted. We acted quickly, boldly, decisively. 

These later years have been living years-fruitful years for the peo
ple of this democracy. For they have brought to us greater security 
and, I hope, a better understanding that life's ideals are to be measured 
in other than material things. 

Most vital to our present and our future is this experience of a 
democracy which successfully survived crisis at home; put away many 
evil things; built new structures on enduring lines; and, through it all, 
maintained the fact of its democracy. 
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For action h11 hu·11 takrn within the three-way framework of the 
Constitution of the lJnlted States. The coordinate br8:"ches of ~e 
Government continue freely to function. The Bill of Rights remams 
inviolate. The freedom of elections is wholly main~n~d. Pr?p~ets 
of the downfall of American democracy have seen their dire predictions 
come to nought. 

Democracy is not dying. 
We know it because we have seen it revive-and grow. . .. 
We know it cannot die-because it is built on the unhampered imti-

ative of individual men and women joined together in a common enter
prise--an enterprise undertaken and carried through by the free ex
pres&on of a free majority. 

We know it because democracy alone, of all forms of government, 
enlists the full force of men's enlightened will. 

We know it because democracy alone has constructed an unlimited 
civilization capable of infinite progress in the improvement of human 

~ - . till We know it because, if we look below the surface, we sense it s 
spreading on every continent-for it is the most humane, the most 
advanced, and in the end the most unconquerable of all forms of human 
society. \ 

A nation, like a person, has a bodY"ra body that must be fed and 
clothed and housed, invigorated and rested, in a manner that measures 
up to the objectives of our time. . 

A nation, like a person, has a mind-a mind that must be kept In

formed and alert that must know itself, that understands the hopes 
and the needs of' its neighbon;--all the other nations that live within 
the narrowing circle of the world. . . 

And a nation, like a person, has something dee~er, somethin~ more 
permanent, something larger than the sum of all 11:' parts. It IS that 
something which matters most to its future-which calls forth the 
most sacred guarding of its present. . . . . 

It is a thing for which we find it difficult-even rmp0SS1ble-to hit 
upon a single, simple word. 

And yet we all understand what . it i&-the spirit~e faith ~f 
America. It is the product of centunes. It was born m the multi
tudes of those who came from many land&--SOme of high degree, but 
mostly plain people, who sought here, early and late, to find freedom 
more freely. 

The democratic aspiration is no mere recent phase in human his
tory. It is human history. It permeated the ancient life of early pea-
pies. It blazed anew in the middle ages. It was written in Magna 
Carta. 

In the Americas its impact has been irresistible. America has been 
the New World in all tongues, to all peoples, not because this con-
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tincnt was a new-found land, hut hr 11u11'K llll thoM< who came here 
believed they could create upon this ontinent a new life a life that 
should be new in freedom. 

Its vitality was written into our own Mayflower Compact, into the 
Declaration of Independence, into the Constitution of the United States, 
into the Gettysburg Address. 

Those who first came here to carry out the longings of their spirit, 
and the millions who followed, and the stock that sprang from them
all have moved forward constantly and consistently toward an ideal 
which in itself has gained stature and clarity with each generation. 

The hopes of the Republic cannot forever tolerate either undeserved 
poverty or self-serving wealth. 

We know that we still have far to go; that we must more greatly 
build the security and the opportunity and the knowledge of every 
citizen, in the measure justified by the resources and the capacity of 
the land. 

i3utJt is not enough to a~i£..ve the&J2JJm2§f§,lY2.Q~:- ~!!...~_not ep.oug:h 

( 

to clothe and feed the .§~L~f ..... ~~~Na.E~<?..n..i~!!-,ti~tIJ!C.L~~form its 
mtl\c!. For t!refeTs aISO the _m.1rit. __ And of tb~ three, the greatest ~ tlie 
~.rn:---·~· ' - - --~~- - -
• Without the body and the mind, as all men know, the Nation could not 
live. 

ut if the spirit of America were killed, even though the Nation's 
y and mind, constricted in an alien world, lived on, the America we 
w would have perished. 

That spirit-that faith-speaks to us in our daily lives in ways often 
unnoticed, because they seem so obvious. It speaks to us here in the 
Capital of the Nation. It speaks to us through the processes of gov
erning in the sovereignties of 48 States. It speaks to us in our counties, 
in our cities, in our towns, and in our villages. It speaks to us from the 
other nations of the hemisphere, and from those across the seas--the 
enslaved, as well as the free. Sometimes we fail to hear or heed these 
voices of freedom because to us the privilege of our freedom is such an 
old, old story. 

The destiny of America was proclaimed in words of prophecy spoken 
by our first President in his first inaugural in 1789-words almost di
rected, it would seem, to this year of 1941 : "The preservation of the 
sacred fire of liberty and the destiny of the republican model of govern
ment are justly considered * * * deeply, * * * finally, 
staked on the experiment intrusted to the hands of the American people!' 

If we lose that sacred fire-if we let it be smothered with doubt and 
fear~then we shall reject the destiny which Washington strove so 
valiantly and so triumphantly to establish. The preservation of the 
spirit and faith of the Nation does, and will, furnish the highest justifica· 
tlcmfor every sacrifice that we may make in the cause of national def enae. 
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In the face of grt. • perlla nrvcr before encountered, our strong purpoec 
is to protect and to perpetuate the integrity of democracy. . 

For this we muster the spirit of America, and the faith of Amenca. 
We do not retreat. We are not content to stand still. As Americans, 

we go forward, in the service of our country, by the will of God. 
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Harry S. Truman 
INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

jANUARY 20, 1949 

Mr. Vice President, Mr. Chief Justice, and fellow citizens, I accept 
with humility the honor which the American people have conferred 
upon me. I accept it with a deep resolve to do all that I can for the 
welfare of this Nation and for the peace of the world. 

In performing the duties of my office, I need the help and prayers 
of every one of you. I ask for your encouragement and your support. 
The tasks we face are difficult, and we can accomplish them only if 
we work together. 

Each period of our national history has had its special challenges. 
Those that confront us now are as momentous as any in the past. 
Today marks the beginning not only of a new administration, but of a 
period that will be eventful, perhaps decisive, for us and for the world. 

It may be our lot to experience, and in large measure to bring about, 
a major turning point in the long history of the human race. The 
first half of this century has been marked by unprecedented and 
brutal attacks on the rights of man, and by the two most frightful wars 
in history. The supreme need of our time is for men to learn to live 
together in peace and harmony. 
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The peoples of the earth face the future with grave uncertainty, 
composed almost equally of great hopes and great fears. In this ti~e 
of doubt, they look to the United States as never before for good will, 
strength, and wise leadership. 

It is fitting, therefore, that we take this occasion to proclaim to the 
world the ~ntial principles of the faith by which we live, and to de
clare our aims to all peoples. 

The American people stand firm in the faith which has insp~rcd 
this Nation from the beginning. We believe that all men have a nght 
to equal justice under law and equal opportunity to share in the com
mon good. We believe that all men have the right to freedom of thought 
and expression. We believe that all men are created equal because 
they are created in the image of God. 

From this faith we will not be moved. 
The American people desire, and are determined to work for, a 

world in which all nations and all peoples are free to govern them
selves as they see fit and to achieve a decent and satisfying life. Above 
all else, our people desire, and are determined to work for, peace on 
earth-a just and lasting peace--based on genuine agreement freely 
arrived at by equals. 

In the pursuit of these aims, the United States and other like-minded 
nations find themselves directly opposed by a regime with contrary aims 
and a totally different concept of life. 

That regime adheres to a false philosoJ?~ w,hich purports to offer 
freedom, security, and greater opportunity to mankind. Misled by this 
philosophy, many peoples have sacrificed their liberties only to learn 
to their sorrow that deceit and mockery, poverty and tyranny, are 
their reward. 

~t fa,be l?h!l~o !1Y is. coll}~1:1nisT.~ · 
Commun~~ based on the belief that man is so weak and inadc

quate'1:i;t'he is unable to govern himseH, and therefore requires the 
rule of strong masters. 

Democracy is based on the conviction that man has the moral and 
intellectual capacity, as well as the inalienable right, to govern himself 
with reason and justice. 

Communism subjects the indiVidual to arrest without lawful cause, 
punishment without trial, and forced labor as the chattel of the state. 
It decrees what information he shall receive, what art he shall produce, 
what leaders he shall follow, and what thoughts he shall think. 

Democracy maintains that government is established for the benefit 
of the individual, and is charged with the responsibility of protecting 
the rights of the individual and his freedom in the exercise of his abilities. 

Communism maintains that social wrongs can be corrected only by 
violence. 

252 ) 

Democracy hu proved that social justice can be achieved through 
peaceful change. . . . . 

Communism holds that the world is so deeply dlVlded mto opposmg 
classes that war is inevitable. 

Democracy holds that free nations can settle differences justly and 
maintain lasting peace. 

These differences between communism and democracy do not con
cern the United States alone. People everywhere are coming to real
ize that what is involved is material well-being, human dignity, and the 
right to believe in and worship God. . . 

I state these differences, not to draw ISSues of belief as such, but 
because the actions resulting from the Communist philosophy are a 
threat to the efforts of free nations to bring about world recovery and 
lasting peace. . . 

Since the end of hostilities, the United States has invested its sub
stance and its energy in a great constructive effort to restore peace, 
stability, and freedom to the world. . 

We have sought no territory and we have imposed our will on none. 
We have asked for no privileges we would not extend to others. 

We have constantly and vigorously supported the United Nations 
and related agencies as a means of applying democratic principles. to 
international relations. We have consistently advocated and rehed 
upon peaceful settlement of disputes among nations. . . 

We have made every effort to secure agreement on effective inter
national control of our most powerful weapon, and we have worked 
steadily for the limitation and control of all armaments. 

We have encouraged, by precept and example, the expansion of 
world trade on a sound and fair basis. 

Almost a year ago, in company with 16 free nations of Europe, we 
launched the greatest cooperative economic program in history. The 
purpose of that unprecedented effort is to invigorate and s~engthen 
democracy in Europe, so that the free people of that contment can 
resume their rightful place in the forefront of civilization and can 
contribute once more to the security and welfare of the world. 

Our efforts have brought new hope to all mankind. We have beaten 
back despair and defeatism. We have saved a number of countries 
from losing their liberty. H undreds of millions of people all over the 
world now agree with us, that we need not have war-that we can 
have peace. 

The initiative is ours. 
We are moving on with other nations to build an even stronger 

structure of international order and justice. We shall have as our 
partners countries which, no longer solely concerned with the problem 
of national survival, are now working to improve the standards of 
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to strengthen the free world. 
In the coming yean, our program for peace and freedom will empha

size four major courses of action. 
First. We will continue to give unfaltering support to the United 

Nations and related agencies, and we will continue to search for ways 
to strengthen their authority and increase their effectiveness. We believe 
that the United Nations will be strengthened by the new nations which 
are being formed in lands now advancing toward self-government under 
democratic principles. 

Second. We will continue our programs for world economic recovery. 
This means, first of all, that we must keep our foll weight behind 

the European recovery program. We are confident of the success of 
this major venture in world recovery. We believe that our partners 
in this effort will achieve the status of self-supporting nations once again. 

In addition, we must carry out mrr plans for reducing the barriers 
to world trade and increasing its volume. Economic recovery and 
peace itself depend on increased world trade. 

Third. We will strengthen freedom-loving nations against the dangers 
of aggression. 

We are now working out with a number of countries a joint agree
ment designed to strengthen the security of the North Atlantic area. 
Such an agreement would take the form of a collective defense arrange
ment within the terms of the United Nations Charter. 

We have already established such a defense pact for the Western 
Hemisphere by the treaty of Rio de Janeiro. 

The primary purpose of these agreements is to provide unmistakable 
proof of the joint determination of the free countries to resist armed 
attack from any quarter. Each country participating in these arrange
ments must contribute all it can to the common defense. 

If we can make it sufficiently clear, in advance,. that any armed 
attack affecting our national security would be met with overwhelming 
force, the armed attack might never occur. 

I hope soon to send to the Senate a treaty respecting the North 
Atlantic security plan. 

In addition, we will provide military advice and equipment to free 
nations which will cooperate with us in the maintenance of peace and 
security. 

Fourth. We must embark on a bold new program for making the 
benefits of our scientific advances and industrial progress available for 
the improvement and growth of underdeveloped areas. 

More than half the people of the world are living in conditions ap
proaching misery. Their food is inadequate. They are victims of 
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di11c 1 I 'tu 11 c 1111111111c llh 1 prlmltlvt and Rtap;nant. ' l'helr poverty 
is a handit np 111111 1 thr nt l>oth to them and to more proapcr<>UR "r' 

For the flnt time in htatory humanity po88CS8es the knowledge 1md 
the skill to relieve the suffering of these people. 

The United States is preeminent among nations in the development 
of industrial and scientific techniques. The material resources which 
we can afford to use for the assistance of other peoples arc limited. But 
our imponderable resources in technical knowledge arc cooatantly grow 
ing and are inexhaustible. 

I believe that we should make available to peace-loving peoplea tht 
benefits of our store of technical knowledge in order to help them n all· 
their aspirations for a better life. And, in cooperation with other n11.tio1111 
we should foster capital investment in areas needing development 

Our aim should be to help the free peoples of the world, thrt>111~li thl Ir 
own efforts, to produce more food, more clothing, mort" matrr 1 I for 
housing, and more mechanical power to lighten their burdens. 

We invite other countries to pool their technological mmurrt'I In thl• 
undertaking. Their contributions will be wannly welcomed. 'l'h!J 
should be a cooperative enterprise in which all nations work 11 'lht1 

through the United Nations and its specialized agencies wherever pr < 

ticable. It must be a world-wide effort for the achievement of ptn< r 1 

plenty, and freedom. 
With the cooperation of business, private capital, agriculture, and 

labor in this country, this program can greatly increase the industrial 
activity in other nations and can raise substantially their standards 
of living. 

Such new economic developments must be devised and controlled to 
benefit the peoples of the areas in which they are established. Guar· 
antics to the investor must be balanced by guaranties in the interest of 
the people whose resources and whose labor go into these developments. 

The old imperialism-exploitation for foreign profit-has no place 
in our plans. What we envisage is a program of development based 
o~ the concepts of democratic fair dealing. 

All countries, including our own, will greatly benefit from a con
structive program for the better use of the world's human and natural 
resources. Experience shows that our commerce with other countries 
expands as they progress industrially and economically. 

Greater production is the key to prosperity and peace. And the key 
to greater production is a wider and more vigorous application of modem 
scientific and technical knowledge. 

Only by helping the least fortunate of its members to help themselves 
can the human family achieve the decent, satisfying life that is the right 
of all people. 
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Democracy alon\ can 11upply the II 111 1111( (111 1 r to ttlr the pt-oplea of 
the world into triumphant action, not only 1 u 1111t their human opptt.a
sors, but also against their ancient encmiet hunger, milery, and despair. 

On the basis of these four major courses of action we hope to help 
create the conditions that will lead eventually to personal freedom and 
happiness for all mankind. 

If we are to be succesfilul in carrying out these policies, it is clear 
that we must have continued prosperity in this country and we must 
keep ourselves strong. 

Slowly but surdy we are weaving a world fabric of international 
security and growing prosperity. 

We are aided by all who wish to live in freedom from fear~ven by 
those who live today in fear under their own governments. 

We are aided by all who want relief from the lies of propaganda
who desire truth and sincerity. 

We are aided by ~ who desire seH-govemment and a voice in deciding 
their own affairs. 

We are aided by all who long for economic security-for the security 
and abundance that men in free societies can enjoy. 

We are aided by all who desire freedom of speech, freedom of religion, 
and freedom to live their own lives for useful ends. 

Our allies are the millions who hunger and thirst after righteousness. 
In due time, as our stability becomes manifest, as more and more 

nations come to know the benefits of democracy and to participate in 
growing abundance, I believe that those countries which now oppose us 
will abandon their delusions and join with the free nations of the world 
in a just settlement of international differences. 

Events have brought our American democracy to new influence and 
new responsibilities. They will test our courage, our devotion to duty, 
and our concept of liberty. 

But I say to all men, what we have achieved in liberty, we will surpass 
in greater liberty. 

Steadfast in our faith in the Almighty, we will advance toward a world 
where man's freedom is secure. 

To that end we will devote our strength, our resources, and our firm
ness of resolve. With God's help, the future of mankind will be assured 
in a world of justice, harmony, and peace. 
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Dwight D. Eisenhower 
FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

JANUARY 20, I 953 

My friends, before I begin the expre$ion of those thoughts that I 
deem appropriate to this moment, would you permit me the privilege 
of uttering a little private prayer of my own. And I ask that you bow 
your heads. 

Almighty God, as we stand here at this moment my future associates 
in the executive branch of government join me in beseeching that Thou 
will make full and complete our dedication to the service of the people 
in this throng, and their fell ow citizens everywhere. 

Give us, we pray, the power to discern clearly right from wrong, 
and allow all our words and actions to be governed thereby, and by the 
laws of this land. Especially we pray that our concern shall be for 
all the people regardless of station, race, or calling. 

May cooperation be permitted and be the mutual aim of those who, 
under the concepts of our Constitution, hold to differing political faiths ; 
so that all may work for the good of our beloved country and Thy glory. 
Amen. 

My fellow citizens: 
The world and we have passed the midway point of a century of 

continuing challenge. We sense with all our faculties that forces of 
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good and evil are massed and Ar 111rcl 111 I oppc 111r cl ' rnrely before in 
history. 

This fact defines the meaning of this day. We are summoned by 
this honored and historic ceremony to witness more than the act of 
one citizen swearing his oath of service, in the presence of God. We 
are called as a people to give testimony in the sight of the world to our 
faith that the future shall belong to the free. 

Since this century's beginning, a time of tempest has seemed to come 
upon the continents of the earth. Masses of Asia have awakened to 
strike off shackles of the past. Great nations of Europe have fought 
their bloodiest wars. Thrones have toppled and their vast empires 
have disappeared. New nations have been born. 

For our own country, it has been a time of recurring trial. We 
have grown in power and in responsibility. We have passed through 
the anxieties of depression and of war to a summit unmatched in man's 
history. Seeking to secure peace in the world, we have had to fight 
through the forests of the Argonne, to the shores of I wo Jima, and to 
the cold mountains of Korea. 

In the swift rush of great events, we find ourselves groping to know 
the full sense and meaning of these times in which we live. In our 
quest of understanding, we beseech God's guidance. We summon all 
our knowledge of the past and we scan all signs of the future. We bring 
all our wit and all our will to meet the question: 

How far have we come in man's long pilgrimage from darkness 
toward light? Are we nearing the light-a day of freedom a.00 of 
peace for all mankind? Or are the shadows of another night closing 
in upon us? 

Great as are the preoccupations absorbing us at home, concerned 
as we are with matters that deeply affect our livelihood today and our 
vision of the future, each of these domestic problems is dwarfed by, 
and often even created by, this question that involves all human kind. 

This trial comes at a moment when man's power to achieve good 
or to inflict evil surpasses the brightest hopes and the sharpest fears 
of all ages. We can tum rivers in their courses, level mountains to 
the plains. Oceans a,nd land and sky are avenues for our colos.sal 
commerce. Disease diminishes and life lengthens. 

Yet the promise of this life is imperiled by the very genius that has 
made it p~ble. Nations amass wealth. Labor sweats to create-
and turns out.devices to level not only mountains but also cities. Science 
seems ready to confer upon us, as its final gift, the power to erase 
human life from this planet. · 

At such a time in history, we who are free must proclaim anew our 
faith. 

This faith is the abiding creed of our fathers. It is our faith in the 
deathless dignity of man, governed by eternal moral and natural laws. 
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Thia f alth dt nm our full view of life. It establishes, beyond debate, 
thO!C gilta of thr Crtator that are man's inalienable rights, and that 
make all men equal in His sight. 

In the light of this equality, we know that the virtues most cherished 
by free pcople--love of truth, pride of work, devotion to country-all 
are treasures equally precious in the lives of the most humble and of 
the most exalted. The men who mine coal and fire furnaces and 
balance ledgers and tum lathes and pick cotton and heal the sick and 
plant com-all serve as proudly, and as profitably, for America as the 
statesmen who draft treaties and the legislators who enact laws. 

This faith rules our whole way of life. It decrees that we, the people, 
elect leaders not to rule but to serve. It asserts that we have the right 
to choice of our own work and to the reward of our own toil. It 
inspires the initiative that makes our productivity the won~er of the 
world. And it warns that any man who seeks to deny equality among 
all his brothers betrays the spirit of the free and invites the mockery 
of the tyrant. 

It is because we, all of us, hold to these principles that the political 
changes accomplished this day do not imply turbulence, upheaval or 
disorder. Rather this change expresses a purpose of strengthening our 
dedication and devotion to the precepts of our founding documents, 
a conscious renewal of faith in our country and in the watchfulness of 
a Divine Providence. 

The enemies of this faith know no god but force, no devotion but 
its use. They tutor men in treason. They feed upon the hunger of 
others. Whatever defies them, they torture, especially the truth. 

Here, then, is joined no argument between slightly differing philoso
phies. This conflict strikes directly at the faith of our fathers and the 
lives of our sons. No principle or treasure that we hold, from ~e 
spiritual knowledge of our free schools and churches to the creative 
magic of free labor and capital, nothing lies safely beyond the reach 
of this struggle. 

Freedom is pitted against slavery; lightness against the dark. 
The faith we hold belongs not to us alone but to the free of all the 

world. This common bond binds the grower of rice in Burma and the 
planter of wheat in Iowa, the shepherd in southern Italy and the moun
taineer in the Andes. It confers a common dignity upon the French 
soldier who dies in Inda-China, the British soldier killed in Malaya, the 
American life given in Korea. 

We know, beyond this, that we are linked to all free peoples not merely 
by a noble idea but by a simple need. No free people can for long cling 
to any privilege or enjoy any safety in economic solitude. For all our 
own material might, even we need markets in the world for the surpluses 
of our farms and our factories. Equally, we need for these same farms 
and factories vital materials and products of distant lands. This basic 
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law of interdependence, so manifest in the c:ommer< e of peace, applies 
with thousand-fold intensity in the event of war. 

So we are persuaded by neccs&ty and by belief that the strength of all 
free peoples lies in unity; their danger, in discord. 

To produce this unity, to meet the challenge of our time, destiny has 
laid upon our country the responsibility of the free world's leadership. 

So it is proper that we assure our friends once again that, in the dis
charge of this responsibility, we Americans know and we observe the 
difference between world leadership and imperialism; between firmness 
and truculence; between a thoughtfully calculated goal and spasmodic 
reaction to the stimulus of emergencies. 

We wish our friends the world over to know this above all: we face 
the threii*-not w1Ui ' aread-alldcoi'i1usio~ but~n~~e~d 

~ •• ,..,......._... ... _.._... ,., ..... ....-r ~--- -•• -. - ' • ~ 
ronviCtiOO.--"'--·-~-·· ·---- · 
· "·~~~~-!!!.oral str!~~h becaus~ we know~at we are _not h~ 
l~risoners_pf.history. We are free_1p..!!!: WuhsUl..rem~res_i.ie~er 
to be proven guilty of the one capital offense .~~~! freedom, a Tack 
otstanclilaith. " - - ·-~ ~ --

'"';"Tn pleading our just cause before the bar of history and in pressing 
ur labor for world peace, we shall be guided by certain fixed principles. 
These principles are: 
( 1 ) Abhorring war as a chosen way to balk the purposes of those 

ii" who threaten us, we hold it to be the· first task of statesmanship to de
velop the strength that will deter the forces of aggression and promote 
the conditions of peace. For, as it must be the supreme purpose of all 
free men, so it must be the dedication of their leaders, to save humanity 
from preying upon itself. 

In the light of this principle, we stand ready to engage with any 
and all others in joint effort to remove the causes of mutual fear and 
distrust among nations, so as to make pos&ble drastic reduction of 
annaments. The sole requisites for undertaking such effort are that
in their purpooe-they be aimed logically and honestly toward secure 
peace for all; and that-in their result-they provide methods by which 
every participating nation will prove good faith in carrying out its 
pledge. 

( 2) Realizing that common sense and common decency alike dictate 
the futility of appeasement, we shall never try to placate an aggressor 
by the false and wicked bargain of trading honor for security. Ameri
cans, indeed all free men, remember that in the final choice a soldier's 
pack is not so heavy a burden as a prisoner's chains. 

( 3) Knowing that only a United States that is strong and immensely 
productive can help defend freedom in our world, we view our Nation's 
strength and security as a trust upon which rests the hope of free men 
everywhere. It is the firm duty of each of our free citizens and of every 
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free citizen <vrrywhere to place the cause of his country before the com
fort, the convenience of himself. 

( 4) Honoring the identity and the special heritage of each nation in 
the world, we shall never use our strength to try to imprC$ upon another 
people our own cherished political and economic institutions. 

( 5) ~essing realistically the needs and capacities of proven friends 
of freedom, we shall strive to help them to achieve their own security 
and well-being. Likewise, we shall count upon them to assume, within 
the limits of their resources, their full and just burdens in the common 
defense of freedom. 

( 6) Recognizing economic health as an indispensable basis of mili
tary strength and the free world's peace, we shall strive to foster every
where, and to practice ourselves, policies that encourage productivity 
and profitable trade. For the impoverishment of any single people 
in the world means danger to the well-being of all other peoples. 

( 7) Appreciating that economic need, military security and political 
wisdom combine to suggest regional groupings of free peoples, we hope, 
within the framework of the United Nations, to help strengthen such 
special bonds the world over. The nature of these ties must vary with 
the different problems of different areas. 

In the Western Hemisphere, we enthusiastically join with all our 
neighbors in the work of perfecting a community of fraternal trust and 
common purpose. 

In Europe, we ask that enlightened and inspired leaders of the West
ern nations strive with renewed vigor to make the unity of their peoples 
a reality. Only as free Europe unitedly marshals its strength can it 
effectively safeguard, even with our help, its spiritual and cultural 
heritage. 

(8) Conceiving the defense of freedom, like freedom itself, to be one 
and indivisible, we hold all continents and peoples in equal regard and 
honor. We reject any insinuation that one race or another, one people 
or another, is in any sense inferior or expendable. 

(g) Respecting the United Nations as the living sign of all people's 
hope for peace, we shall strive to make it not merely an eloquent sym
bol but an effective force. And in our quest for an honorable peace, 
we shall neither compr01nise, nor tire, nor ever cease. 

By these rules of conduct, we hope to be known to all peoples. 
By their observance, an earth of peace may become not a vision but 

a fact. 
This hope-this supreme aspiration-must rule the way we live. 
We must be ready to dare all for our country. For history does not 

long entrust the care of freedom to the weak or the timid. We must 
acquire proficiency in defense and display stamina in purpose. 
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We must be willing, individually and 1u n Nation, to accept whatever 
sacrifices may be required of us. A people that values its privileges 
above its principles soon loses both. 

These basic precepts are not lofty abstractions, far removed from 
matters of daily living. They are laws of spirituat ·strength that gen
erate and define OUT material strength. Patriotism means equipped 
forces and a prepared citizenry. Moral stamina means more energy 
and more productivity, on the fann and in the factory. Love of liberty 
means the guarding of every resource that makes freedom possible
from the sanctity of our families and the wealth of our soil to the genius 
of our scientists. 

And so each citizen plays an indispensable role. The productivity 
of our heads, our hands, and our hearts is the source of all the strength 
we can command, for both the enrichment of our lives and the winning 
of the peace. 

No person, no home, no community can be beyond the reach of this 
call. We are summoned to act in wisdom and in conscience, to work 
with industry, to teach with persuasion, to preach with conviction, to 
weigh our every deed with care and with comprumon. For this truth 
must be clear before us: whatever America hopes to bring to pass in 
the world must first come to pass in the heart of America. 

The peace we seek, then, is nothing less than the practice and fulfill
ment of our whole faith among ourselves and in our dealings with 
others. This signifies more than the stffi1ng of guns, easing the sorrow 
of war. More than escape from death, it is a way of life. More 
than a haven for the weary, it is a hope for the brave. 

This is the hope that beckons us onward in this century of trial. This 
is the work that awaits us all, to be done with bravery, with charity, 
and with prayer to Almighty God. 
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SECOND INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

JANUARY 21, 1957 

The Price of Peace 

Mr. Chairman, Mr. Vice President, Mr. Chief Justice, Mr. Speaker, 
members of my family and friends, my countrymen, and the friends 
of my country, wherever they may be, we meet again, as upon a like 
moment 4 years ago, and again you have witnessed my solemn oath 
of service to you. . . 

I, too, am a witness, today testifying in your name to the pnnaples 
and purpooes to which we, as a people, are pledged. 

Before all else, we seek, upon our common labor as a nati?n, the 
blessings of Almighty God. And the hopes in our hearts fashion the 
deepest prayers of our whole people. 

May we pursue the right without self-righteousness. 
May we know unity without conformity. 
May we grow in strength without pride in self. 
May we, in our dealings with all peoples of the earth, ever speak 

truth and serve justice. 
And so shall America-in the sight of all men of good will-prove 

true to the honorable purposes that bind and rule us as a people in all 
this time of trial through which we pass. 

We live in a land of plenty, but rarely has this earth known such 
peril as today. . 

In our Nation work and wealth abound. Our population grows. 
Commerce crowds our rivers and rails, our skies, harbors, and high
ways. Our soil is fertile, our agriculture productive. The air rings 
with the song of our industry-rolling mills and blast furnaces, dynamos, 
dams, and assembly lines----the chorus of America the bountiful. 

This is our home-yet this is not the whole of our world. For our 
world is where our full destiny lies----with men, of all people, and all 
nations, who are or would be free. And for them- and so for usc
this is no time of ease or of rest. 

In too much of the earth there is want, discord, danger. New forces 
and new nations stir and strive across the earth, with power to bring, 
by their fate, great good or great evil to the free world's future. Fr~m 
the deacrta of North Africa to the islands of the South Pacific one-third 
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of all mankind has entered upon a historic struggle for a ntw frl'edom ; 
freedom from grinding poverty. Acr6ss all continents, nearly a billion 
people seek, sometimes almost in desperation, for the skills and knowl· 
edge and assistance by which they may satisfy from their own resources, 
the material wants common to all mankind. 

No nation, however old or great, escapes this tempest of change and 
turmoil. Some, impoverished by the recent World War, seek to restore 
their means of livelihood. In the heart of Europe, Germany still stands 
tragically divided. So is the whole Continent divided. And so, too, is 
all the world. 

The divisive force is international communism and the power that 
it controls. 

The designs of that power, dark in purpose, are clear in practice. 
It strives to seal forever the fate of those it has enslaved. It strives to 
break the ties that unite the free. And it strives to capture-to exploit 
for its own greater power-all forces of change in the world, especially 
the needs of the hungry and the hopes of the oppressed. 

Yet the world of international communism has itseli been shaken 
by a fierce and mighty force: the readiness of men who love freedom 
to pledge their lives to that love'. Through the night of their bondage, 
the unconquerable will of heroes has struck with the swift, sharp thrust 
of lightning. Budapest is no longer merely the name of a city; hence· 
forth it is a new and shining symbol of man's yearning to be free. 
[Applause.] · 

Thus across all the globe there harshly blow the winds of change. 
And, we--though fortunate be our lot-know that we can never turn 
our back to them. 

We look upon this shaken earth, and we declare our firm and fixed 
purpooe-the building of a P.eace with justice in a world where moral 
law prevails. 

The building of such a peace is a bold and solemn purpose. To 
proclaim it is easy. To serve it will be hard. And to attain it, we 
must be aware of its full meaning-and ready to pay its full price. 

We know clearly what we seek, and why. 
We seek peace, knowing that peace is the climate of freedom. And 

now, as in no other age, we seek it because we have been warned, by 
the power of modem weapons, that peace may be the only climate 
pos&ble for human life itself. 

Yet this peace we seek cannot be born of fear alone: it must be 
rooted in the lives of nations. There must be justice, sensed and 
shared by all peoples, for, without justice the world can know only a 
tense and unstable truce. There must be law, steadily invoked and 
respected by all nations, for without law, the world promises only such 
meager justice as the pity of the strong upon the weak. But the law 
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of which wr ~pr ak, comprehending the values of freedom, affirms the 
equality of all nations, great and small. 

Splendid as can be the blessings of such a peace, high will be its 
cost, in toil patiently sustained, in help honorably given, in sacrifice 
calmly borne. 

We are called to meet the price of this peace. 
To counter the threat of those who seek to rule by force, we must 

pay the costs of. our own needed military strength, and help to build 
the security of others. 

We must use our skills and knowledge and, at times, our substance, 
to help others rise from misery, however far the scene of suffering may 
be from our shores. For wherever in the world a people knows des
perate want, there must appear at least the spark of hope, the hope of 
progress---or there will surely rise at last the flames of conflict. 

We recognize and accept our own deep involvement in the destiny 
of men everywhere. We are accordingly pledged to honor, and to 
strive to fortify, the authority of the United Nations. For in that body 
rests the best hope of our age for the assertion of that law by which 
all nations may live in dignity. 

And, beyond this general resolve, we are called to act a responsible 
role in the ~rld's great concerns or conflicts--whether they touch 
upon the affairs of a vast region, the fate of an island in the Pacific, 
or the use of a canal in the Middle East. Only in respecting the hopes 
and cultures of others will we practice the equality of all nations. 
Only as we show willingness and wisdom in giving counsel, in receiving 
counsel, and in sharing burdens, will we wisely perform the work of 
peace. 

For one truth must rule all we think and all we do. No people can 
live to itself alone. The uni of all who dwell in freedom is their 
only sure defense. The economic nee o natlons--m mutu de
pendenc~rriiikes isolation an impossibility; not even America's pros
perity could long smvive if other nations did not prosper. No nation 
can longer be a fortress, lone and strong and safe. And any people, 
seeking such shelter for themselves, can now build only their own prison. 

Our pledge to these Erinciples.. js constant, heca.usc....w.e_b.djeve in 
their-rightness. 

"We do nQt {g,r tbjs world ol Chfl,ll~· AI,neriql is no strangsr to 
much ?~-~eiri!:.-~~._w,e,__ s~ .th~~~~~..2!. .the sa~~·i£2wth 
thar~r_isa J.,ts~!~ . h<J:SJ.ao-wn-, .. The.,,America.D.-~t pas, for 
~nef~!:orIB.: . ~r;~, ~~ ..E.~?E. and tb,s..~_QY..r.sg.~ •• Q.l,rp.j!l~,.S~WliCre 
Te'CKing lreedom, ~9..~~i!y,. __ ;u;u;! ,QI?E_?rtunity. And the American story 
of mafenal progress has helped exdte-tlie longing of all needy peoples 
for some satisfaction of their human wants. These hopes that we have 
helped to inspire, we can help to fulfill. 

In this confidence, we speak plainly to all peoples. 
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W c cherish our friendahlp with all nation• that arc or would be free. 
We respect, no less, their independence. And when, in time of want 
or peril, they ask our help, they may honorably receive it; for we no 
more seek to buy their sovereignty than we would sell our own. 
Sovereignty is never bartered among freemen. 

We honor the aspirations of those nations which, now captive, long 
for freedom. We seek neither their military alliance nor any artificial 
imitation of our society. And they can know the wannth of the welcome 
that awaits them when, as must be, they join again the ranks of 
freedom. 

We honor, no less in this divided world than in a less tormented 
time, the people of Russia. We do not dread, rather do we welcome, 
their progress in education and industry. We wish them success in 
their demands for more intellectual freedom, greater security before 
their own laws, fuller enjoyment of the rewards of their own toil. For 
as such things come to pass, the more certain will be the coming of 
that day when our peoples may freely meet in friendship. 

So we voice our hope and our belief that we can help to heal this 
divided world. Thus may the nations cease to live in trembling before 
the menace of force. Thus may the weight of fear and the weight of 
arms be taken from the burdened shoulders of mankind. 

This, nothing less, is the labor to which we are called and our strength 
dedicated. 
, And so the prayer of our people carries far beyond our own frontiers, 
to the wide world of our duty and our destiny. 

May the light of freedom, coming to 'all darkened lands, flame 
brightly- until at last the darkness is no more. 

May the turbulence of our age yield to a true time of peace, when 
men and nations shall share a life that honors the dignity of each, the 
brotherhood of all. 
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John F. Kennedy 
INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

JANUARY 20, 1961 

Mr. Chief Justice, President Eisenhower, Vice President Nixon, 
President Truman, reverend clergy, fell ow citizens, we observe today 
not a victory of party, but a celebration of freedom--symbolizing an 
end, as well as a beginning-signifying renewal, as well as change. 
For I have sworn before you and Almighty God the same solemn oath 
our forebears prescribed nearly a century and three quarters ago. 

The world is very different now. For man holds in his mortal hands 
the power to abolish all forms of human poverty and all forms of human 
life. And yet the same revolutionary beliefs for which our forebears 
fought are still at issue around the glo~the belief that the rights of 
man come not from the generosity of the state, but from the hand of 
God. 

We dare not forget today that we are the heirs of that first revolu
tion. Lg the wgrd ~forth from this tims and p]ace, to friend and.Joe 
alike, that the torch has been E__assed to a new generation of Ameri
c~bom in t~~ century, ~mp~hy, ~w~; ~Ci1~~pµned by a ~!:l!d 
and bitter peacel proud of our fill.cieut..heri!~---:-and unWilling to wit
ness or 2ermit the slow lllldoing-.of tb<>ie human.....rights, to ',V_~i~h this 
Nation has_ always been comrnitt~ and_to which we are com:ffiitted 
today at h~me and around the world. - .......... 
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Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that WC shall 
y any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, 
pose any foe, in order to assure the survival and the success of liberty. 
This much we pledge--and more. 
To those old allies whose cultural and spiritual origins we share, we 

pledge the loyalty of faithful friends. United, there is little we cannot 
do in a host of cooperative ventures. Divided, there is little we can do-
for we dare not meet a powerful challenge at odds and split asunder. 

To those new States whom we welcome to the ranks of the free, we 
pledge our words that one form of colonial control shall not have passed 
away merely to be replaced by .a far greater iron tyranny. We shall 
not always expect to find them supporting our view. But we shall always 
hope to find them strongly supporting their own freedom-and to re-

C member that, ~ ~he ~t, those who foolishlx sought pmyc.t_J :>i rJdiiii l the back of the tiger ended up inside. 
-,.Otli0Sep'eoples'i'i1 .. ihe 'limsaruf villages across the globe struggling to 
break the bonds of mass misery, we pledge our best efforts to help them 
help themselves, for whatever period is required-not because the Com
munists may be doing it, not because we seek their votes, but because it 

( is right. If a free society cannot help the many who are poor, it cannot 
( save the few who are rich. 

To our sister republics south of our border, we offer a special pledge
to convert our good words into good deeds, in a new alliance for prog· 
ress, to assist free men and free governments in casting off the chains 
of poverty. But this peaceful revolution of hope cannot become the 
prey of hostile powers. Let all our neighbors know that we shall join 
with them to oppose aggression or subversion anywhere in the Ameri· 
cas. And let every other power know that this hemisphere intends to 
remain the master of its own house. 

To that world assembly of sovereign states, the United Nationa, 
our last best hope in an age where the instruments of war have far 
outpaced the instruments of peace, we renew our pledge of support
to prevent it from becoming merely a forum for invective--to strengthen 
its shield of the new and the weak-and to enlarge the area in which its 
writ may run. 

Finally, to those nations who would make themselves our adversaiy, 
we off er not a pledge but a request: that both sides begin anew the 
quest for peace, before the dark powers of destruction unleashed by 
science engulf all humanity in planned or accidental self-destruction. 

We dare not tempt them with weakness. For only when our arms 
are sufficient beyond doubt can we be certain beyond doubt that they 
will never be ~ployed. 

But neither can two great and powerful groups of nations take comfort 
from our present course-both sides overburdened by the cost of modern 
weapons, both rightly alarmed by the steady spread of the deadly atom, 
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yet both rac Ing to alter that uncertain balance of terror that stays the 
hand of mankind's final war. 

So let us begin anew-remembering on both sides that civility is 
not a sign of weakness, and sincerity is always subject to proof. L.!J_ 
w ne e of te out of fear. But let us never ear to ne otiate. 

Let both sides exp ore w a pro ems unite us mstea o a 
those problems which divide us. 

Let both sides, for the first time, formulate serious and precise pro
posals for the inspection and control of arms-and bring the absolute 
power to destroy other nations under the absolute control of all nations. 

Let both sides seek to invoke the wonders of science instead of its 
terrors. Together let us explore the stars, conquer the deserts, eradicate 
disease, tap the ocean depths, and encourage the arts and commerce. 

Let both sides unite to heed in all corners of the earth the command 
of Isaiah-to "undo the heavy burdens and to let the oppressed go 
free." 

And if a beachhead of cooperation may push back the jungle of 
suspicion, let both sides join in creating a new endeavor, not a new , 
balance of power, but a new world of law, where the strong are just 
and the weak secure and the peace preserved. 

All this will not be finished in the first 100 days. Nor will it be fin-] 
ished in the first 1,000 days, nor in the life of this administration, nor . 
even perhaps in our lifetime on this planet. But let us begin. 

In your hands, my fellow citizens, more than in mine, will rest the 
final success or failure of our course. Since this country was founded, 
each generation of Americans has been summoned to give testimony 
to its national loyalty. The graves of young Americans who answered 
the call to service surround the globe. 

Now the trumpet summons us again-not as a call to bear anns, 
though arms we need; not as a call to battle, though embattled we are; 
but a call to bear the burden of a long twilight struggle, year in, and 
year out, "rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation"-a struggle against 
the common enemies of man: tyranny, poverty, disease, and war itself. 

Can we forge against these enemies a grand and global alliance, 
North and South, East and West, that can as.sure a more fruitful life 
for all mankind? Will you join in that historic effort? 

In the long histo of the wor 1 few enerations have been 
gra.r;ite e ro e o -~ en<l1!1~ f[~~?..!!1 in its hour o ~--™11W'.m Wwger._ 
1cfo ~ tfi#,!:.~~2~,.!X- we come it. } do not believe 
that any of us wollrd" excfiange places wit any other people or any other 
generation. The energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to this 
endeavor will light our country and all who serve it-and the glow 
f!Pm that fire can truly light the world. J 

And so, my fellow Americans, ask not what your country can do for c. 
~u: Ask what you can do /OT your country. 
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My f1llow ciliz1ns of lh1 world: .Ask nol what Am1rica will do for 
you'. but what togelh1r we can do for lh1 fr11dom of man. 

Fmally, whether you are citizens of America or citizens of the world 
ask of us the s~me high standards of strength and sacrifice which w; 
ask of you. With a good conscience our only sure reward with his
tory the .final ~udge ~f our deeds, let us go forth to lead the land we 
love~ asking HIS blCSSlllg and His help, but knowing that here on earth 
God s work must truly be our own. 
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Lyndon Baines Johnson 
INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

JANUARY 20, 1965 

My fellow countrymen, on this occasion, the oath I have taken before 
you and before God is not mine alone, but ours together. We are one 
nation and one people. Our fate as a nation and our future as a people 

(

est not upon one citizen, but upon all citizens. ) ~ 
This is the majestt and the meaning of this moment. /") • ' 
ror every generation, there lS a destiny. For some, history decides: , '1'J s 

For this generation, the choice must be our own. 
Even now, a rocket moves toward Mars. It reminds us that the world 

will not be the same for our children, or even for ourselves, in a short 
span of years. The next man to stand here will look out on a scene dif
ferent from our own, because ours is a time of change-rapid and fan- -
tastic change-baring the secrets of nature, multiplying the nations, 
placing in uncertain hands new weapon<; for mastery and destruction, 
shaking old values, and uprooting old ways. 

Our destiny in the midst of change will rest on the unchanged char
acter of our people, and on their faith. 

They came here-the exile and the stranger, brave but frightened-to 
find a place where a man could be his own man. They made a covenant 
with this land. Conceived in justice, written in liberty, bound in union, 
it was meant one day to inspire the hopes of all mankind; and it binds 
us still. If we keep its terms, we shall flourish. 

First, justice was the promise that all who made the journey would 
share in the fruits of the land. 

In a land of great wealth, families must not live in hopeless poverty. 
In a land rich in harvest, children just must not go hungry. 
In a land of healing miracles, neighbors must not suffer and die 

unattended. 
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In a great land of learning uul 11 hollu 1111 1 prnpl<' mu11t h<' taught 
to read and write. 

For the more than 30 years that I have 11crvcd thi.'1 Nation, I have be
lieved that this injustice to our people, this waste of our resources, was 
our real enemy. For 30 years or more, with the resources I have had, I 
have vigilantly fought against it. I have learned, and I know, that it 
will not surrender easily. 

But change has given us new weapons. Before this generation of Amer
icans is finished, this enemy will not only retreat-it will be conquered. 

Justice requires us to remember that when any citizen denies his fel
low, saying, "His color is not mine," or "His beliefs ar.e strange and dif
ferent," in that moment he betrays America, though his forebears created 
this Nation. 

Liberty was the second article of our covenant. It was self-govern
ment. It was our Bill of Rights. But it was more. America would be 
a place where each man could be proud to be himself: stretching his 
talents, rejoicing in his work, important in the life of his neighbors and 
his nation. 

This has become more difficult in a world where change and growth 
seem to tower beyond the control, and even the judgment, of men. We 
must work to provide the knowledge and the surroundings which can 
enlarge the p<>15ibilities of every citizen. 

The American covenant called on us to help show the way for the 
liberation of man. And that is today our goal. Thus, if as a nation 
there is much outside our control, as a people no stranger is outside our 
hope. 

Change has brought new meaning to that old mission. We can never 
again stand aside, prideful in isolation. Terrific dangers and troubles 
that we once called "foreign" now constantly live among us. If Ameri
can lives must end and American treasure be spilled, in countries we 
barely know, that is the price that change has demanded of conviction 
and of our enduring Government. 

Think of our world as it looks from the rocket that is heading toward 
Mars. It is like a child's globe, hanging in space, the continents stuck 
to its side like colored maps. We are all fellow passengers on a dot of 
earth. And each of us, in the span of time, has really only a moment 
among his companions. 

How incredible it is that in this fragile existence, we should hate and 
destroy one another. There are possibilities enough foi: all who will 
abandon mastery over others to pursue mastery over nature. There is 
world enough for all to seek their happiness in their own way. 

Our Nation's course is abundantly clear. We aspire to nothing that 
belongs to others. We seek no dominion over our fell ow man, but man's 
dominion over tyranny and misery. 
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But more is required. Men want to be a part of a common enter
prise-a cause greater than themselves. Each of us must find a way to 
advance the purpose of the Nation, thus finding new purpose for our
selves. Without this, we shall become a nation of strangers. 

The third article was union. To those who were small and few against 
the wilderness, the success of liberty demanded the strength of union. 
Two centuries of change have made this true again. . 

No longer need capitalist and worker, farmer and. clerk, city and 
countryside, struggle to divide our bounty. By workmg shoulder to 
shoulder, together we can increase the bounty of all. 

We have discovered that every child who learns, every man who finds 
work, every sick body that is made whole--like a candle added to an 
altar-brightens the hope of all the faithful. 

So let us reject any among us who seek to reopen ol_d wou~ds and to 
rekindle old hatreds. They stand in the way of a seeking nation. 

Let us now join reason to faith and action to experience, to transform 
our unity of interest into a unity of purpose. For the hour and the day 
and the time are here to achieve progress without strife, to achieve change 
without hatred-not without difference of opinion, but without the deep 
and abiding divisions which scar the union for generations. 

Under this covenant--of justice, liberty, and union-we have become 
a nation-prosperous, great, and mighty. And we have kept our 

freedom. . 
But we have no promise from God that our greatness will endure. 
We have been allowed by Him to seek greatness with the sweat of our 

hands and the strength of our spirit. 
I do not believe that the Great Society is the ordered, ohangeles.~, and 

sterile battalion of the ants. . 
It is the excitement of becoming- always becoming, trying, pr~b~g, 

falling, resting, and trying again-but always trying and always gallllilg. 
In each generation-with toil and tears-we have had to earn our 

heritage again. 
If we fail now, we shall have forgotten in abundance what we learned 

in hardship: that democracy rests on faith, that freedom asks more than 
it gives, and that the judgment of God is harshest on those who are most 

favored. . . 
If we succeed, it will not be because of what we have, but it will be 

because of what we are; not because of what we own, but, rather, because 

of what we believe. . 
For we are a nation of believers. Underneath the clamor of building 

and the rush of our day's pursuits, we are believers in justice and liberty 
and union, and in our own Union. We believe that every man must 
someday be free. And we believe in our.;elves. . . 

Our enemies have always made the same mistake. In my hf etrme-
in deprcaaion and in war- they have awaited our def eat. Each time, 
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from the secret pla< 1 1>f thr Amcrlnt11 hen rt , cnmr forth t u 111 1 Ii ~ 
coul!j n?J. scc.~!~t they could nnt cvt'n lmag1r1r. It hr u d1 us ~Y· 
And it will agam. 
- Por1:lllsiSwliafAmerica is all about. It is the uncrossed desert and 
the unclimbed ridge. It is the star that is not reached and the harvest 
sleeping in the unplowed ground. 

Is our world gone? We say "Farewell." Is a new world corning? 
We welcome it-and we will bend it to the hopes of man. 

To these trusted public servants and to my family and those close 
friends of mine who have followed me down a long, winding road, and 
to all the people of this Union and the world, I will repeat today what I 
said on that sorrowful day in November 1963: "I will lead and I will 
do the best I can." 

But you must look within your own hearts to the old promises and to 
the old dream. They will lead you best of all. 

For myself, I ask only, in the words of an ancient leader: "Give me 
now wisdom and knowledge, that I may go out and come in before this 
people: for who can judge this, thy people, that is so great?" 
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Richard Milhous Nixon 
INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

JANUARY 20, 1969 

Senator Dirksen, Mr. Chief Justice, Mr. Vice President, President 
Johnson, Vice President Humphrey, my fellow Americans-and my 
fellow citizens of the world community: 

I ask ou to share with me of this mom t In 
tile or er y tr er o power, we celebrate the unity that keeps us 
free. 

Each moment in history is a fleeting time, precious and unique. But 
some stand out as moments of beginning, in which courses are set that 
shape decades or centuries. 

This can be such a moment. 
Forces now are converging that make possible, for the first time, 

the hope that many of man's deepest aspirations can at last be realized. 
The spiraling pace of change allows us to contemplate, within our own 

lifetime, advances that once would have taken centuries. 
In throwing wide the horizons of space, we have discovered new 

horizons on earth. 
For the first time, because the people of the world want peace and 

the leaders of the world are afraid of war, the times are on the side of 
~ace. 

~years from now America will celebrate its 2ooth anniversary as a 
nation. Within the lifetime of most people now living, mankind will 
celebrate that great new year which comes only once in a thousand 
years- the beginning of the Third Millennium. 
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What kind of nation we will be, what kind of world we will live in, 
whether we shape the future in the image of our hopes, is ours to dctcnnine 
by our actions and our choices. 

The greatest honor history can bestow is the title of peacemaker. This 
honor now beckons America-the chance to help lead the world at last 
out of the valley of turmoil, and onto that high ground of peace that 
man has dreamed of since the dawn of civilization. 

If we su eed enerations to come will sa of us e 
master~ .. o.1!!:.m-.??Ie~~ t , at we e ped make the world safe f qr~d. 
-rfi1S is our summons to greatness. . 

I'believe the American people are ready to answer this call. 
The second third of this century has been a time of proud achievement. 

We have made enormous strides in science and industry and agriculture. 
We have shared our wealth more broadly than ever. We have learned 
at last to manage a modem economy to assure its continued growth. 

We have given freedom new reach, and we have begun to make it.s 
promise real for black as. well as for white. 

We see the hope of tomorrow in the youth of today. I know America's 
youth. I believe in them. We can be proud that they are better educated, 
more committed, more passionately driven by conscience than any gen
eration in our history. 

No people has ever been so close to the achievement of a just and 
abundant society, or so ~d of the will to achieve it. 

Because our strengths are so great, we can afford to appraise our 
w knesses with candor and to approach them with hope. 

tanding in this same place a third of a century ago, Franklin Delano 
osevelt addressed a Nation ravaged by depression and gripped in fear. 
could say in surveying the Nation's troubles: 

"They concern, thank God, only material thip~." · 
Our crisis tOda y is the reverse. 

(: 

We have found ourselves rich in goods, but ragged in spirit; reaching 
with magnificent precision for the moon, but falling into raucous discord 
op earth. 

We are caught in war, wanting peace. We are tom by division, wanting 
unity. We see around us empty lives, wanting fulfillment. We see tasks 
that need doing, waiting for hands to do them. 

To a crisis of the spirit, we need an answer of the spirit. 
To find that answer, we need only look within ourselves. 
When we listen to "the better angels of our nature," we find that they 

celebrate the simple things, the basic things-such as goodness, decency, 
love, kindness. 

Greatness comes in simple trappings. 
The simple things are the ones most needed today if we are to sur

mount what divides us, and cement what unites us. 
To lower our voices would be a simple thing. 
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In these difficult years, America has suffered from a fever of words: 
from inflated rhetoric that promises more than it can deliver; from 
angry rhetoric that fans discontents into hatreds; from bombastic rhetoric 
that postures instead of persuading. 

We cannot learn from one another until we stop shouting at one 
another-until we speak quietly enough so that our words can be heard 
as well·as our voices. 

For its part, government will listen. We will strive to listen i~ new 
ways-to the voices of quiet anguish, the voices that speak wit~out 
words, the voices of the heart-to the injured voices, the anxious v01ces, 
the voices that have despaired of being heard. 

Those who have been left out, we will try to bring in. 
Those left behind, we will help to catch up. 
For all of our people, we will set as our goal the decent order that makes 

progress possible and our lives secure. 
As we reach toward our hopes, our task is to build on what has gone 

before-not turning away from the old, but turning toward the new. 
In this past third of a century, govemmen~ has passed m?re la'_¥8, spent 

more money, initiated more programs, than mall our prev:ous history. 
In pursuing our goals of full employment, better housmg, excellence 

in education· in rebuilding our cities and improving our rural areas; 
in protecting' our environment and enhancing the quality of life-in all 
these and more, we will and must press urgently forward. 

We shall plan now for the day when our wealth can be transferred 
from the destruction of war abroad to the urgent needs of our people at 
home. 

The American dream does not come to those who fall asleep. 
But we are a roachin the limits of what ovemmen one can ~ 
Our £r~~~ nee now IS to reach ey?nd government, an~to enlist~ 
1~2l""tlle ~ne'@m~ :i:n~teti:-

What ·~t~ 'tle i10iie,nas~ government and people to
gether or it will not be done at all. The lesson of past agony is that ~ithout 
the people we can do nothing; with the people we can do ~verythmg. 

To match the magnitude of our tasks, we need the energies of our peo
ple-enlisted not only in grand enterprises, but more importantly in those 
small, splendid efforts that make headlines in the neighborhood news-
paper instead of the national journal. . . 

With these we can build a great cathedral of the spmt-each of us 
raising it one 'stone at a time, as he reaches out to his neighbor, helping, 

caring, doing. . . 
I dQ not offer a life of uninsIJrng ease. I do not call for a life ~L~ 

sacii'fice. I ~!J~~ tg join_i.I)~~~~,~~m ~ .*!~?. ~ -~~~~ 
itsClt and as exc1tm~.!_~ey.mes we liY~· . . . 

fi'i'e essence of freedom is that each of us shares m the shapmg of his 
own destiny. 
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Until he has been part of a cau~e larger than himself, no man is truly 
whole. 

The way to fulfillment is in the use of our talents· we achieve nobility 
in the spirit that inspires that use. ' 

As we measure what can be done, we shall promise only what we 
know we can produce, but as we chart our goals we shall be lifted by our 
dreams. 

~o man can be fully free while his neighbor is not. To go forward at 
all IS to go forward together. 

This means black and white together, as one Nation, not two. The 
laws have caught up with our conscience. What remains is to give life 
to what is in the law; to ensure at last that as all are born equal in dignity 
before God, all are born eqmu in dignity before man. 

As we learn to go forward together at home, let us also seek to go 
forward together with all mankind. 

Let us take as our goal: where peace is unknown make it welcome· 
~here peace is fragile, make it strong; where peace~ temporary, mak~ 
it permanent. 

After a peri?<1 of confrontation, we are entering an era of negotiation. 
Let all nations know that during this administration our lines of 

communication will be open. 
We seek an open world--0pen to ideas, open to the exchange of goods 

~nd ~eople, a world in which no people, great or small, will live in angry 
L~lation. 

We cannot expect to make everyone our friend, but we can try to make 
no one our enemy. 

~?ose who ~ould be our adversaries, we invite to a peaceful com
petition-not m conquering territory or extending dominion but in 
enriching the life of man. ' 

As we explore the reaches of space, let us go to the new worlds 
together-not as new worlds to be conquered, but as a new adventure 
to be shared. · 

With those who are willing to join, let us cooperate to reduce the bur
den of arms, to strengthen the structure of peace, to lift up the poor and 
the hungry. 

But to all those who would be tempted by weakness let us leave no 
doubt that we will be as strong as we need to be for as long as we need 
to be. 

Over the past twenty years, since I first came to this Capitol as a 
freshman Congressman, I have visited most of the nations of the world. 

I have come to know the leaders of the world, and the great forces the 
great hatreds, the fears that divide the world. ' 

I kno~ that peace does not come through wishing for it-that there is 
no substitute for days and even years of patient and prolonged diplomacy. 

I also know the people of the world. 
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I have seen the hunger of a homeless child, the pain of a man wounded 
in battle, the grief of a mother who has lost her son. I know these have 
no ideology, no race. 

I know America. I know the heart of America is good. 
I speak from my own heart, and the heart of my country, the deep 

concern we have for those who suffer, and those who sorrow. 
I have taken an oath today in th~ presence of God and my countrymen 

to uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States. To that 
oath I now add this sacred commitment: I shall consecrate my office, 
my energies, and all the wisdom I can summon, to the cause of peace 
among nations. 

Let this message be heard by strong and weak alike: 
The peace we seek to win is not victory over any other people, but 

the peace that comes "with healing in its wings"; with compaMion for 
those who have suffered; with understanding for those who have opposed 
us; with the opportunity for all the peoples of this earth to choose their 
own destiny. · 

Only a few short weeks ago, we shared the glory of man's first sight of 
the world as God sees it, as a single sphere reflecting light in the darkness. 

As the Apollo astronauts flew over the moon's gray surface on Christ
mas Eve, they spoke to us of the beauty of earth-and in that voice so 
clear across the lunar distance, we heard them invoke God's blessing on its 
goodness. 

In that moment, their view from the moon moved poet Archibald 
MacLeish to write: . 

"To see the earth as it truly is, small and blue and beautiful in that 
eternal silence where it floats, is to see ourselves as riders on the earth 
together, brothers on that bright loveliness in the eternal cold-brothers 
who know now they are truly brothers." 

In that moment of surpassing technological triumph, men turned their 
thoughts toward home and humanity-seeing in that far perspective 
that man's destiny on earth is not divisible; telling us that however far 
we reach into the cosmos, our destiny lies not in the · stars but on Earth 
itself, in our own hands and our own hearts. 

We have endured a long night of the American spirit. But as our 
eyes catch the dimness of the first rays of dawn, let us not curse the 
remaining dark. Let us gather the light. 

Our destiny offers, not the cup of despair, but the chalice of oppor
tunity. So let us seize it, not in fear, but in gladness--and, "riders on 
the earth together," let us go fotward, firm in our faith, steadfast in our 
purpose, cautious of the dangers; but sustained by our confidence in the 
will of God and the promise of man. 
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SECOND INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

JANUARY 20, 1973 

Mr. _Yice President, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Chief Justice, Senator Cook 
Mrs. EJSCnhower, and my fellow citizens of this great and good count~ 
we share together: 

When we met here 4 years ago, America was bleak in spirit depressed 
by the prospect of seemingly endles.s war abroad and of dest~ctive con-
flict at home. . 

AB we meet here today, we stand on the threshold of a new era of 
peace in the world. [Applause. J 

The central question ~fore us is: How shall we use that peace? 
Let us resolve that thlS era we are about to enter will not be what 

~ther postwar periods have so of ten been: a time of retreat and isola
tion that leads to stagnation at home and invites new danger abroad. 

Let ~. r~lve that this will be what it can become: a time of great 
respo?Sibilities ~atly borne, in which we renew the spirit and the 
prom~ of Amenca as we enter our third century as a nation. 

ThIS past ye:U ~aw far-~~ing results from our new policies for 
peace .. By continu~g to revitalize our traditional friendships, and by 
our mISS10ns to Pekmg and to Moscow, we were able to establish the 
bas~ for a new and more durable pattern of relationships among the 
nations of the world. Because of America's bold initiatives, 1972 will be 
long remembered as the year of the greatest progress since the end of 
World War II toward a lasting peace in the world. [Applause.] 
~he peace we seek in the world is not the flimsy peace which is merely 

an mterlude between wars, but a peace which can endure for generations 
to conic. 

. It is important that we understand both the necessity and the limita
tions of America's role in maintaining that peace. 

Unless we in America work to preserve the peace, there will be no 
peace. 

Unless we in America work to preserve freedom, ·there will be no 
freedom. 

But let us clearly understand the new nature of Ainerica's role as 
a result of the new policies we have adopted over these past 4 years.' 

We shall respect our treaty commitments. 
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We 11 II uipport vigorously the principle that nc1 .ountry hu the 
right to Impose its will or rule on another by force. 

We shall continue, in this era of negotiation, to work for the limita
tion of nuclear anns, and to reduce the danger of confrontation between 
the great powers. 

We shall do our share in defending peace and freedom in the world. 
But we shall expect others to do their share. [Applause.] 

The time has passed when ·America will make every other nation's 
conflict our own, or make every other nation's future our responsibility, 
or presume to tell the people of other nations how to manage their own 
affairs. [Applause.] 

Just as we respect the right of each nation to determine its own future, 
we also recognize the responsibility of each nation to secure its own 
future. 

Just as America's role is indispensable in preserving the world's 
peace, so is each nation's role indispensable in preserving its own peace. 

Together with the rest of the world, let us resolve to move forward 
from the beginnings we have made. Let us continue to bring down the 
walls of hostility which have divided, the world for too long, and to 
build in their place bridges of understanding-so that despite profound 
differences between systems of government, the people of the world 
can be friends. [Applause.] 

Let us build a structure of peace in the world in which the weak are 
as safe as the strong-in which each respects the right of the other 
to live by a different system-in which those who would influence others 
will do so by the strength of their ideas, and not by the force of their 
arms. 

Let us accept that high responsibility not as a burden, but gladly
gladly because the chance to build such a peace is the noblest endeavor 
in which a nation can engage; gladly, also, because only if we act 
greatly in meeting our responsibilities a:broad will we remain a great 
Nation, and only if we remain a great Nation will we act greatly in 
meeting our challenges at home. 

We have the chance today to do more than ever before in our history 
to make life better in America-to insure better education, better health, 
better housing, better transportation, a cleaner environment-to restore 
respect for law, to make our communities more livable-and to insure 
the God-given right of every American to full and equal opportunity. 
[Applause.] 

Because the range of our needs is so great-because the reach of our 
opportunities is so great-let us be bold in our determination to meet 
those needs in new ways. 

Just as building a structure of peace abroad has required turning 
away from old policies that failed, so building a new era of progress 
at home requires turning away from old policies that have failed. 
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A:broad, the i.hift from old pc>li< left to ntw has not ht"cn n rt'trcnt from 
our responsibilities, but a better way to peace. 

And at home, the shift from old policies to new will not be a retreat 
from our responsibilities, but a better way to progress. 

Abroad and at home, the key to those new responsibilities lies in the 
placing and the division of responsibility. We have lived too lo~g with 
the consequences of attempting to gather all power and responsibility 
in Washington. 

Abroad and at home, the time has come to turn away from the con
descending policies of paternalism-of "Washington knows best." 
[Applause.] 

A person can be ~pected to act responsibly only if he has responsi
bility. This is human nature. So let us encourage individuals at home 
and nations abroad to do more for themselves, to decide more for them
selves. Let us locate responsibility in more places .. Let us measure what 
we will do for others by what they will do for themselves. [Applause.] 

That is why today I offer no promise of a putely· governmental solu
tion for every problem. We have lived too long with that false promise. 
) n trusting too much in government, we haye asked of it , more tha,o..it 
can deliver. T~is J~a_d~ on_ly _to inflated expectations, to reduced indi
Vicfual effort, ancf to a disappointmerita .iiCI frustration that erode con
fidence both in what government can do and in what people can do. 
~;.ernment must learn to take less fr~m pi;ople so that .E~oE!<;..can 

do more for t'fieMSelves. [1fyp'la\ise.1 * ' 

-Eet· as-r~~ that ~ou:rica .wa!i.·W.1ilt UQt • ..bx ,g~JPsntJ.ul.t by 
peoPJe-~ot by welfare, but by work-not by shirking responsibility, 
but1'JY8ee'king- responsibility. [Applause.] 

S In our own lives, let each of us ask-not just what will ~ment 
o for me, Bili whal c~ .. ,,~-~ ...... - .......__ 

1n biticn:llaifeli'ge;'~~"'face·1agetlier;Tet each of us ask-not just how 
can government help, but how can I help? 

Your national government has a great and vital role to play. And I 
pledge to you that where this government should act, we will act boldly 
and we will lead boldly. But just as important is the role that each and 
every one of us must play, as an individual and as a member of his 
own community. 

From this day forward, let each of us make a solemn commitment 
in his own heart: To bear his responsibility, to do his part, to live his 
ideals--so that together, we can see the dawn of a new age of progress 
for America, and together, as we celebrate our 200th anniversary as a 
nation, we can do so proud in the fulfillment of our promise to our
selves and to the world. 

As America's longest and most difficult war comes to an end, let us 
again learn to debate our differences with civility and decency. [Ap
plause.] And let each of us reach out for that one precious quality 
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government cannot provide--a new level of respect ~or :~e rights and 
feelings of one another, a new level of respect for the 1~d1vidual human 
dignity which is the cherished birthright of every Amencan. [~p~lause.] 

A:bove all else, the time has come for us to renew our faith m our-

selves and in America. 
In recent years, that faith has been challenged. . 
Our children have been taught to be ashamed of their country, 

ashamed of their parents, ashamed of America's record at home and of 

its role in the world. 
At every turn, we have been beset by those who find everything 

wrong with America and little that is right. But I am confide~t th~t 
this will not be the judgment of history on these remarkable times m 

which we are privileged to live. [Applause.] . . , 
America's record in this century has been unparalleled m the worlds 

history for its responsibility, for its generosity, for its creativity and for 

its progress. 
Let us be proud that our system has produced and provided more 

freedom and more abundance, more widely shared, than any other 
system in the history of the world. 

Let us be proud that in each of the four wars in which ~e ~ave been . 
engaged in this century, including the one we are now bnnging to an 
end, we have fought not for our selfish advantage, but to help others 

resist aggression. [Applause.] 
Let us be proud that by our bold, new initiatives, and by our stead-

fastness for peace with honor, we have made a break-through toward cre
ating in the world what the world has not known before_:__~ structure of; 
peace that can last, not merely for our time, but for generations to comei 

We are embarking here today on an era that presents challenges ~ 
great as those any nation, or any generation, has ever face?. 

We shall answer to God, to history, and to our conscience for the 
way in which we use these years. 

As I stand in this place, so hallowed by history, I think of others 
who have stood here before me. I think of. the dreams they had for 
America, and I think of how each recognized that he needed help far 
beyond himself in order to make those dreams come true. 

Today, I ask your prayers that in the years ahea? I may have God's 
help in making decisions that are right for Amenca, and I pray for 
your help so that together we may be worthy of our challenge. . 

Let us pledge together to make these next 4 years the ~t 4. years m 
America's history, so that on its 200th birthday Amenca will be as 
young and as vital as when it began, and as bright a beacon of hope 

for all the world. . 
Let us go forward from here confident in hope, strong in our faith 

in one another, sustained by our faith in God who created us, and 
striving always to serve His purpose. 
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