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Remarks on Taking the Oath of Office. August 9, 1974

Mr. Chuef Justice, my dear friends, my fellow Americans:

" The oath that I have taken is the same oath that was taken by George

Washington and by every President under the Constitution. But I assume the

" Presidency  under extraordinary circumstances never before experienced by
Americans. This is an hour ef history that troubles our minds and hurts our
hearts. ' , »

Therefore, I feel it is my first duty to make an unprecedented compact with

“my countrymen. Not an inaugural address, not a fireside chat, not a campaign
speech—just a little straight talk among friends. And I intend it to be the first
of many. '

I am acutely aware that vou have not elected me as vour President by vour
bailots, and so I ask vou to confirm me as your President with vour prayers. And
I'hepe that such prayers will also be the first of many.

If veu have not chosen me by secret ballot, neither have I gained office by any
secret promises. I have not campaigned either for the Presidency or the Vice
Presidency. | have not subscribed to any partisan platform. I am indebted to no
man, and only to one-woman—iny-dear wife—as I begin this very difficult job.

I have not sought this enormous responsibility, but I will not shirk it. Those
who nominated and confirmed me as Vice President were my friends and are

-my friends. They were of both parties, elected by all the people and acting under
the Constitution in their name. It is only fitting then that I should pledge to them
and-to vou that I will be the President of all the people.

Thomas Jefferson said the people are the only sure reliance for the preser-
vation of our liberty. And down the vears, Abraham Lincoln renewed this
American article of faith asking, “Is there any better way or equal hope in the
world > : :

- Vinend. on Monday next. to request of the Speaker of the House of Repre-
seatives and the President pro tempore of the Senate the privilege of appearing
before the Congress to share with my former colieagues and with you. the
American people, my views on the priority business of the Nation and to solicit
vour-views and their views. And may I say to the Speaker and the others, if
cculd meet with vou right after these remarks, I would appreciate it.
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Even though this is late in an clection year, there is no way we can go for-
ward except together and na way anybody can win except by serving the peo-
ple’s urgent needs. We cannot stand still or slip backwards. We must go forward
“now together.

To the peoples and the governments of all fncndly ‘nations, and I hopc that
could encompass'the whole world, I pledge an uninterrupted and sincere search
for peace. America will remain strong and united, but its strength will remain
dedicated to the safety and sanity of the entire family of man, as well as to our

~ own precious freedom. -

I believe that truth is the glue that holds government together, not only our
Government but civilization itself. That bond, though strained, is unbroken at
home and abroad.

In all my public and private acts as your President, I expect to follow my

instincts of openness and candor with full confidence that honesty is always the
best policy in the end.

My fellow Americans, our long national nightmareis over.
Our Constitution works; our great Republic is a government of laws and not
of men. Here the people rule. But there is a higher Power, by whatever name

we honor Him, who ordains not only righteousness but love, not only justice but
mercy.

As we bind up the internal wounds of Watergate, more painful and more

poisenous than those of foreign wars, let us restore the golden rute to our poht-

cal process, and let brotherly love purge our hearts of suspicion and of hate.

In the beginning, I asked you to pray for me. Before closing, 1 ask again your
pravers, for Richard Nixon and for his family. May our former President, who
brought peace to millions, find it for himself. May God bless and comfort his
wonderful wife and daughters, whose love and loyalty will forever bc a shining

-legacy to all who bear the lonely burdens of the White House.
T can only guess-at those burdens, although I have witnessed at close hand
the tragedies that befell three Presidents and the lesser trials of others.
With all the strength and all the good sense I have gained from life, with all
the confidence my family, my friends, and my dedicated staff impart to me,
-and-with the good will of countless Americans I have encountered in recent
visits to 40 States, I now solemnly reafirm my promise I made to you last De-
cember 6: to uphold-the Constitution, to do what is right as God gives me to see
the right, and to do the very best I can for America.

God helping me, I will not let you down.
Thank you.

August 9
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vore: The President spoke at 12:05 p.m. in the The White House announced that Richard Nixon's
Eat Room at the White House-following admin-  letter of resignation as 37th President of the United
pezanca of the oath of office by Chief Justice War-  States was tendered to Secretary of State Henry A

ren E. Burger. Tn: oath of ofice and the President’s  Kissinger in his White House office by Assistant to

vv"u'ks were sroadvas: live on radio and television. - the President Alexander M.- Haig, Jr., at 11:35 am.
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Remarks Announcing Appointment of J. E. tcrHorst as
Press Secretary to the President. Awugust 9, 1974

Goad morning:

Number ong, it is 2 nice opportumty this morning to get rcacquamtcd with
many of you who suffered with me when I was over here with Ev Dirksen
and subsequently with Hugh Scott. So, let me say that T ook forward to

meeting the new faces, and it is a pleasure to see those that I have known
«fore. '

T

! have two profound announcements to make. :

We will have one of yours as my Press Secretary, Jerry terHorst. We will,
of course, have Pau! Miluch and Bill Roberts with Jerry. We haven’t worked
cut ail the titles and responsibilities, but that will be our team, and 1 hope
.md trust that they can work with you as well as Paul and Bill have worked

::h.the people that I have been working with.

'ﬁ!?‘s?tmf&"‘ﬁﬂ‘t“*rs—thc second very profound announcement—I under-
stand that where many of you are standing there is a swimming pool, and
vt know my great interest in aquatic activity. [ Laughter]

I haven't made a firm decision yet. I don't know whether we should solicit
vour recommendations or whether we should just confine it to the National
Szeurity Council or some other very important body. [Laughter]

Let me say ‘again, I do look forward to working with you. We will have, 1
tust. the kind of rapport and friendship which we had in the past. And 1
tun't ask you to treat me any better than I would expect in reverse.

Wewill have an open, we will have a candid Administration. I can’t change
nature after 8] vears,
So.ait [ ean say is thank vou for your kindnesses in the past, your reporting,
rovd and bad, mistakes and mavbe a few pluses. And I say again, good luck
*2 ¥v4, and thanks for the opportunity of sceing you this morning.

. .<hould tell.you that Jerry terHorst was, along with several others, respon-
#2.¢ tor my first political success. He and another very fine reporter from
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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 185

[Submitted by Mr. Wiggins of California]

IN THE House oF RePrESENTATIVES, U.S,,
July 20, 1973.

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring),
That a collection of inaugural addresses, from President George Wash-
ington to President Richard M. Nixon, compiled from research volumes
and State papers by the Legislative Reference Service, Library of Con-
gress, be printed with illustrations as a House document; and that
sixteen thousand two hundred additional copies be printed, of which
eleven thousand and fifty copies shall be for the use of the House of
Representatives, and five thousand one hundred and fifty copies for the
use of the Senate.

Sec. 2. Copies of such document shall be prorated to Members of
the Senate and House of Representatives for a period of sixty days,
after which the unused balance shall revert to the respective Senate
and House Documents Rooms.

Passed the House of Representatives June 28, 1973.

Passed the Senate July 20, 1973.

I

Fur mle by the dupsrintendent of Documents, U.8. Government Printing Office
Washington, 1).C. 20402 - Price $3.30

Foreword

Innugural Addresses of the Presidents of the United States, from
George Washington in 1789 to the current administration, are all in-
¢luded in this compact but comprehensive publication, reviewed and
approved by the Committee on House Administration to be printed ux
House Document No. 208, ggrd Congress,

Anybody interested in our Government, including political science
stuclents, researchers, the press and other communications media, and
possibly even Presidents-elect, will discover real value in this important
book if they take the time to digest it. It is a concise compendium of many
of the most historically critical, albeit inspiring, ideas from the beginning
times of our nation through its most difficult stresses to the present
challenges.

This single volume, based on a careful examination of a voluminous
collection of State papers and messages available from our country's
archives, we consider to be demonstratively factual and commend it to
the attention of historical and political scholars and researchers,

' Wayne L. Havs,
Chairman, Committee on House Administration.
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George Washington

FIRNT INAUGURAL ADDRESS IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK

APrIL 30, 1789

Fellow-Citizens of the Senate and of the House of Representatives:

Among the vicissitudes incident to life no event could have filled
e with greater anxieties than that of which the notification was trans-
mitted by your order, and received on the 14th day of the present month.
O the one hand, I was summoned by my country, whose voice I can
never hear but with veneration and love, from a retreat which I had
thosen with the fondest predilection, and, in my flattering hopes, with
an Immutable decision, as the asylum of my declining years—a retreat
which was rendered every day more necessary as well as more dear to
e by the addition of habit to inclination, and of frequent interruptions
in my health to the gradual waste committed on it by time. On the
other hand, the magnitude and difficulty of the trust to which the voice
of my country called me, being sufficient to awaken in the wisest and
most experienced of her citizens a distrustful scrutiny into his qualifica-
tionw, could not but overwhelm with despondence one who (inheriting
iferlor endowments from nature and unpracticed in the duties of civil
stlminintration) ought to be peculiarly conscious of his own deficiencies.
In this conflict of emotions all I dare aver is that it has been my faithful
sudy to collect my duty from a just appreciation of every circumstance
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by which it might be affected. Al T dure hope is that if, in executing
this task, I have been too much swayed by a grateful remembrance of
former instances, or by an affectionate senalbility to this transcendent
proof of the confidence of my fellow-citizens, and have thence too little
consulted my incapacity as well as disinclination for the weighty and
untried cares before me, my error will be palliated by the motives which
mislead me, and its consequences be judged by my country with some
share of the partiality in which they originated.

Such being the impressions under which I have, in obedience to the
public summons, repaired to the present station, it would be peculiarly
improper to omit in this first official act my fervent supplications to that
Almighty Being who rules over the universe, who presides in the councils
of nations, and whose providential aids can supply every human defect,
that His benediction may consecrate to the liberties and happiness of
the people of the United States a Government instituted by themselves
for these essential purposes, and may enable every instrument employed
in its administration to execute with success the functions allotted to
his charge. In tendering this homage to the Great Author of every
public and private good, I assure myself that it expresses your sentiments
not less than my own, nor those of my fellow-citizens at large less than
cither. No people can be bound to acknowledge and W

hich_canducts the affairs of men more than t of the United
States. Every step by which they have advanced to the character of an
independent nation seems to have been distinguished by some token of
providential agency; and in the important revolution just accomplished
in the system of their united government the tranquil deliberations and
voluntary consent of so many distinct communities from which the event
has resulted can not be compared with the means by which most govern-
ments have been established without some return of pious gratitude,
along with an humble anticipation of the future blessings which the past
seem to presage. These reflections, arising out of the present crisis, have
forced themselves too strongly on my mind to be suppressed. You will
join with me, I trust, in thinking that there are none under the influence
of which the proceedings of a new and free government can more auspi-
ciously commence.

By the article establishing the executive department it is made the
duty of the President “to recommend to your consideration such meas-
ures as he shall judge necessary and expedient.” The circumatances
under which I now meet you will acquit me from entering into that
subject further than to refer to the great constitutional charter under
which you are assembled, and which, in deflning yonr powers, designates
the objects to which your attention i to be ghves 86 will b more con-
sistent with those circumatances, anel (ur e il wiihy the feclings
which actuate me, to mbstlite, s SIOR B PR bon of pir-
ticular mewmires, the teibite Uit b s e peetitude, und

@

e patslotinm which adorn the characters selected to devise and adopt
ein In these honorable qualifications 1 behold the surest pledges
st s o ome wide no local prejudices or attachments, no separate views
WU ity animosities, will misdirect the comprehensive and equal eye
Whish sight to watch over this great assemblage of communities and
IEREain, w0, on another, that the foundation of our national policy will
b baled di the prare and immutable principles of private morality, and the
Jssminence of free government be exemplified by all the attributes
WK tan win the afTections of its citizens and command the respect of
the worlil, 1 dwell on this prospect with every satisfaction which an
Mt love for my country can inspire, since there is no truth more
Miinighly established than that there exists in the economy and course
o wature an indimoluble union between virtue and happiness; be-
Wil duty and ndvantage; between the genuine maxims of an honest
Al ssgnanimons policy and the solid rewards of public prosperity and
IRy | since we ought to be no less persuaded that the propitious smiles
0 Fluaven can never be expected on a nation that disregards the eternal
files of onider and right which Heaven itself has ordained; and since
the ;m Adtvation of the sacred fire of liberty and the destiny of the re-
Jibilican maodel of government are justly considered, perhaps, as deeply,
A% finalty, staked on the experiment intrusted to the hands of the Amer-
I preople

Hesliden the ordinary objects submitted to your care, it will remain with
pour Judgiment to decide how far an exercise of the occasional power
Weligated by the fifth article of the Constitution is rendered expedient
At the present juncture by the nature of objections which have been
WEl wgainat the system, or by the degree of inquietude which has
Wven bisth to them, Instead of undertaking particular recommenda-
OIS o this subject, in which I could be guided by no lights derived
foon aflicial opportunities, T shall again give way to my entire con-
Adence in your discernment and pursuit of the public good; for I assure
iyl that whilst you carefully avoid every alternation which might
siilanger the benefits of an united and effective government, or which
Might to wwait the future lessons of experience, a reverence for the
lsrniteristic rights of freemen and a regard for the public harmony
Will sufficiently influence your deliberations on the question how far the
lemier can be impregnably fortified or the latter be safely and advanta-
poinisly promaoted,

1u the foregoing observations I have one to add, which will be most
roperly addressed to the House of Representatives. It concerns myself,
Wil will therefore be as brief as possible. When I was first honored
Wikl call into the service of my country, then on the eve of an arduous
Mitigile for its liberties, the light in which I contemplated my duty
iwqpuibred that I should renounce every pecuniary compensation. From
this resolution 1 have in no instance departed; and being still under the
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impressions which produced it, I must decline s inapplicable to mysel
any share in the personal emoluments which may be indispensably
included in a permanent provision for the executive department, and
must accordingly pray that the pecuniary estimates for the station in
which I am placed may during my continuance in it be limited to such
“actual expenditures as the public good may be thought to require.
Having thus imparted to you my sentiments as they have been
awakened by the occasion which brings us together, I shall take my
present leave; but not without resorting once more to the benign Parent
of the Human Race in humble supplication that, since He has been
pleased to favor the American people with opportunities for deliberating
in perfect tranquillity, and dispositions for deciding with unparalleled
unanimity on a form of government for the security of their union and
the advancement of their happiness, so His divine blessing may be
equally conspicuous in the enlarged views, the temperate consultations,
and the wise measures on which the success of this Government must
depend.

SEGOND INAUGURAL ADDRESS IN THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, PA.

MarcH 4, 1793
Pollow Citisens:

Wi again called upon by the voice of my country to execute
fume b of its Chief Magistrate. When the chasiontgx,'oper for it sht:llﬁ
WV, | shall endeavor to express the high sense I entertain of this dis-
Higulshed honor, and of the confidence which has been reposed in me
by the Lmoplr of united America.

Fvions to the execution of any official act of the President the Con-
Mifuklon requires an oath of office. This oath I am now about to take
a0l I your presence: That if it shall be found during my administra-
W ol the Government I have in any instance violated willingly or
Miwingly the injunctions thereof, I may (besides incurring constitu-
Hinal punishment) be subject to the upbraidings of all who are now
Withemes of the present solemn ceremony.




Thomas JFefferson

VINAT INAUGURAL ADDRESS AT WASIIINGTON, D.C.

MarcH 4, 1801

it and Fellow-Citizens:

Ul wpon to undertake the duties of the first executive office of our
Wiy, 1 oavall mynelf of the presence of that portion of my fellow-
etin which is here assembled to express my grateful thanks for the
m which they have been pleaued to look toward me, to declare a
B fu ovsness that the task is above my talents, and that I ap-
It with those anxious and awful presentiments which the great-
H the chsrge and the weakness of my powers so justly inspire. A
W blon, spread over a wide and fruitful land, travening all the
i the tich productions of their industry, engaged in commerce
ﬁﬂuﬂl who feel power and forget right, advancing rapidly to
e beyornd the reach of mortal eye—when I contemplate these
winilent objects, and see the honor, the happiness, and the hopes of
conntry committed to the issue, and the auspices of this day,
[ the contemplation, and humble myself before the magni-
. ol the uilertaking.  Utterly, indeed, should I despair did not the
o ol many whom | here see remind me that in the other high

muvided by our Conatitution [ shall find resources of wisdom,

il o geal on which to rely under all difficulties. T'o you, then,

14

T




|

gentlemen, who are charged with the sovereign functions of legislation,
and to those associated with you, I look with encouragement for that
guidance and support which may enable us to steer with safety the vesel
in which we are all embarked amidst the conflicting elements of
troubled world.

During the contest of opinion through which we have passed the ani«
mation of discussions and of exertions has sometimes worn an aspect
which might impose on strangers unused to think freely and to speak and
to write what they think; but this being now decided by the voice of the
nation, announced according to the rules of the Constitution, all will, of
course, arrange themselves under the will of the law, and unite in coms«
mon efforts for the common good. All, too, will bear in mind this sacredl
principle, that though the will of the majority is in all cases to prevall,
that will to be rightful must be reasonable; that the minority possesses
their equal rights, which equal law must protect, and to violate would he
oppression. Let us, then, fellow-citizens, unite with one heart and
one mind. Let us restore to social intercourse that harmony and affec«
tion without which liberty and even life itself are but dreary things,
And let us reflect that, having banished from our land eligi
intolerance under which mankind so long bled and suffered, we have yet
‘gained Tittle if we countenance a political intolerance as despotic, a
wicked, and capable of as bitter and bloody persecutions. During the
throes and convulsions of the ancient world, during the agonizing spasm#
of infuriated man, seeking through blood and slaughter his long-lost lib-
erty, it was not wonderful that the agitation of the billows should reach
even this distant and peaceful shore; that this should be more felt and

feared by some and less by others, and should divide opinions as ta
measures of safety. But every difference of opinion is not a diff

| of principle. We hate called by different names brethren of the %
priiciple.  We are all Republicans, we are all Federalists. If there be

any among us who would wish to dissolve this Union or to change it
republican form, let them stand undisturbed as monuments of the safety
with which error of opinion may be tolerated where reason is left free
to combat it. I know, indeed, that some honest men fear that a repub«
lican government can not be strong, that this Government is not strong
enough; but would the honest patriot, in the full tide of successful
experiment, abandon a government which has so far kept us free and
firm on the theoretic and visionary fear that this Government, the
world’s best hope, may by possibility want energy to preserve itself? |
trust not. I believe this, on the contrary, the strongest Government on
earth. I believe it the only one where every man, at the call of the law,

would fly to the standard of the law, and would meet invasions of the

public order as his own personal concern. Sometimes it is said that man
can not be trusted with the government of himself,

1+

Jan he, then, be

Srustedd with the government of othem?  Or have we found angels in the
bt ol kings to govern him?  Let history answer this question.

L#t un, then, with courage and confidence pursue our own Federal
il Wepublican principles, our attachment to union and representative
povernent,  Kindly separated by nature and a wide ocean from the
saistiinating havoe of one quarter of the globe; too high-minded to
pidire the degradations of the others; possessing a chosen country, with
B sniggh for our descendants to the thousandth and thousandth gen-
Sl | entertaining n due sense of our equal right to the use of our own
fasuiltden, 1 the nequisitions of our own industry, to honor and confidence
B i (ellowscitizens, resulting not from birth, but from our actions
il thelr senne of them; enlightened by a benign religion, professed,
Sdesid, wned practiced in various forms, yet all of them inculcating
Bsnesty, trath, temperance, gratitude, and the love of man; acknowl-
shging wnil wiloring an overruling Providence, which by all its dispensa-
s prroves that it delights in the happiness of man here and his greater
Wappiiess hereafter—with all these blessings, what more is necessary to
ke s happy and a prosperous people?  Still one thing more, fellow-
Pilssinn wise and frugal Government, which shall restrain men from

- e 1

Wik one another, shall leave them otherwise free to regulate their
]mmm ol industry and improvement, and shall not take from the
mﬂl s ol Tabor the bread 7t has earned. This s the sum of good govern-
W04, wiul thin is necessary to close the circle of our felicities.
At to enter, Tellow-citizens, on the exercise of duties which com-
psheiil everything dear and valuable to you, it is proper you should
piand what | deem the essential principles of our Government,
Al fisequently those which ought to shape its Administration. I
Wl e them within the narrowest compass they will bear, stating
W peneral principle, but not all its limitations. Equal and exact
Wi 10wl men, of whatever state or persuasion, religious or political;
. tosmerce, and honest friendship with all nations, entangling
Sl with none; the support of the State governments in all their
Hdis, i the most competent administrations for our domestic concerns
il e surent bulwarks against antirepublican tendencies; the_preser-
i ol the General Government in its whole comﬁtutionﬂ'ﬁ’&r,/a-s'
et anchor_ gl our peace at home and safety abroad; a Jezzil&rs_ '
R ol 5 e of election by the people—a mild and safe corrective
i whises which nre lopped by the sword of revolution where peaceable
eien wee unprovided ; absolute acquiescence in the decisions of the
Wity the vital principle of republics, from which is no appeal but
L‘ ., the vital principle and immediate parent of despotism; a well-
it militia, our best reliance in peace and for the first moments
Wl yegulam may relieve them; the supremacy of the civil over
iary muthority; economy in the public expense, that labor may
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be lightly burthened; the honest payment of our debts and sacred pres
ervation of the public faith; encouragement of agriculture, and of coms
merce as its handmaid; the diffusion of information and arraignment
of all abuses at the bar of the public reason; freedom of religion; freedom
of the press, and freedom of person under the protection of the habean
corpus, and trial by juries impartially selected. These principles form
the bright constellation which has gone before us and guided our steps
through an age of revolution and reformation. The wisdom of our
sages and blood of our heroes have been devoted to their attainment,
They should be the creed of our political faith, the text of civic instrues
tion, the touchstone by which to try the services of those we trust; and
should we wander from them in moments of error or of alarm, let us
hasten to retrace our steps and to regain the road which alone leads to
ce, liberty, and safety.

I repair, then, fellow-citizens, to the post you have assigned me.
With experience enough in subordinate offices to have seen the diffis
culties of this the greatest of all, I have learnt to expect that it will rarely
fall to the lot of imperfect man to retire from this station with the reputas

on and the favor which bring him into it. Without pretentions to
that high confidence you reposed in our first and greatest revolutionary
character, whose preeminent services had entitled him to the first place
in his country's love and destined for him the fairest page in the volume
of faithful history, 1 ask so much confidence only as may give firmness
and effect to the legal administration of your affairs. I shall often go
wrong through defect of judgment. When right, I shall often be thought
wrong by those whose positions will not command a view of the whole
ground. I ask your indulgence for my own errors, which will never
be intentional, and your support against the errors of others, who may
condemn what they would not if seen in all its parts. The approbation
implied by your suffrage is a great consolation to me for the past, and
my future solicitude will be to retain the good opinion of those who
have bestowed it in advance, to conciliate that of others by doing them
all the good in my power, and to be instrumental to the happiness and
freedom of all.

Relying, then, on the patronage of your good will, I advance with
obedience to the work, ready to retire from it whenever you become
sensible how much better choice it is in your power to make. And
may that Infinite Power which rules the destinies of the universe lead
our councils to what is best, and give them a favorable issue for your
peace and prosperity.
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MEGOOND INAUGURAL ADDRESS

MarcH 4, 1805

Fiovsmding, fellow-citizens, to that qualification which the Constitu-
rn m'ntrn before my entrance on the charge again conferred on me, it
m'g ity to express the deep sense I entertain of this new proof of
It from my fellow-citizens at large, and the zeal with which it
108 e b0 to conduct myself as may best satisfy their just expectations.
I tuking this station on a former occasion I declared the principles
M whieh 1 believed it my duty to administer the affairs of our Common-
ih. My conscience tells me I have on every occasion acted up to
Wl eidaration according to its obvious import and to the understand-
wl svery candid mind.
1 the transnction of your foreign affairs we have endeavored to culti-
e e Ldendahlp of all nations, and especially of those with which we
e meont important relations. 'We have done them justice on all
sk, favored where favor was lawful, and cherished mutual interests
Wl iereourse on fair and equal terms.  We are firmly convinced, and
W0 Wk o thist conviction, that with nations as with individuals our inter-
B sl caleulated will ever be found inseparable from our moral
‘Iml\ wind history bears witness to the fact that a just nation is trusted
A0 wonid when recourse is had to armaments and wars to bridle others.
AL losne, fellow-citizens, you best know whether we have done well
i, The suppression of unnccessary offices, of useless establi ts
1 g 1ien, enabled us to discontinue our internal taxes. These, cov-
LG lmﬁj_whm'cré and opening our doors to their intrusions, had/’
- ARl i LAl Process of domiciliary vexation which opnge entered
B Baiely W he restrained from Ing successively every article o
LT produce,  Tf among these taxes some minor ones fell which
‘i o Wt been inconvenient, it was because their amount would not have
P e oflicers who collected them, and because, if they had any merit,
W8 Blat authorities might adopt them instead of others less approved.
Sisining revenue on the consumption of foreign articles is paid
by thiwe who can afford to add foreign luxuries to domestic
W, iy collected on our seaboard and frontiers only, and incorpo-
I the transactions of our mercantile citizens, it may be the pleas-
Ahe pride of an American to ask, What farmer, what mechanic,
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what laborer ever sees a taxgatherer of the United States? These con-
tributions enable us to support the current expenses of the Government,
to fulfill contracts with foreign nations, to extinguish the native right of
soil within our limits, to extend those limits, and to apply such a surplus
to our public debts as places at a short day their final redemption, and
that redemption once effected the revenue thereby liberated may, by a
just repartition of it among the States and a corresponding amendment of
the Constitution, be applied in time of peace to rivers, canals, roads, arts,
manufactures, education, and other great objects within each State. In
time of war, if injustice by ourselves or others must sometimes produce
war, increased as the same revenue will be by increased population and
consumption, and aided by other resources reserved for that crisis, it may
meet within the year all the expenses of the year without encroaching
on the rights of future generations by burthening them with the debts of
the past. War will then be but a suspension of useful works, and a return
to a state of peace, a return to the progress of improvement.

T have said, fellow-citizens, that the income reserved had enabled us to
extend our limits, but that extension may possibly pay for itself before
we are called on, and in the meantime may keep down the accruing
interest; in all events, it will replace the advances we shall have made.
I know that the acquisition of Louisiana has been disapproved by some
from a candid apprehension that the enlargement of our territory would
endanger its union. But who can limit the extent to which the federa-
tive principle may operate effectively? The larger our association the
less will it be shaken by local passions; and in any view is it not better
that the oppesite bank of the Mississippi should be settled by our own
brethren and children than by strangers of another family? With which
should we be most likely to live in harmony and friendly intercourse?

In matters of religion I have considered that its free exercise is placed
by the Constitution independent of the powers of the General Govern-
ment. 1 have therefore undertaken on no occasion to prescribe the
religious exercises suited to it, but have left them, as the Constitution
found them, under the direction and discipline of the church or state
authorities acknowledged by the several religious societies.

The aboriginal inhabitants of these countries I have regarded with
the commiseration their history inspires. Endowed with the faculties
and the rights of men, breathing an ardent love of liberty and inde-
pendence, and occupying a country which left them no desire but to be
undisturbed, the stream of overflowing population from other regions
directed itself on these shores; without power to divert or habits to con-
tend against it, they have been overwhelmed by the current or driven
before it; now reduced within limits too narrow for the hunter’s state,
humanity enjoins us to teach them agriculture and the domestic arts;
to encourage them to that industry which alone can enable them to
maintain their place in existence and to prepare them in time for that
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state of society which to bodily comforts adds the improvement of the
mind and morals,  We have therefore liberally furnished them with the
implements of husbandry and household use; we have placed among
them instructors in the arts of first necessity, and they are covered with
the aegis of the law against aggressors from among ourselves.

But the endeavors to enlighten them on the fate which awaits their
present course of life, to induce them to exercise their reason, follow its
dictates, and change their pursuits with the change of circumstances
have powerful obstacles to encounter; they are combated by the habits
of their bodies, prejudices of their minds, ignorance, pride, and the in-
fluence of interested and crafty individuals among them who feel them-
selves something in the present order of things and fear to become
nothing in any other. These persons inculcate a sanctimonious rever-
ence for the customs of their ancestors; that whatsoever they did must
be done through all time; that reason is a false guide, and to advance
under its counsel in their physical, moral, or political condition is
perilous innovation; that their duty is to remain as their Creator made
them, ignorance being safety and knowledge full of danger; in short,
my friends, among them also is seen the action and counteraction of
good sense and of bigotry; they too have their antiphilosophists who
find an interest in keeping things in their present state, who dread
reformation, and exert all their faculties to maintain the ascendency of
habit over the duty of improving our reason and obeying its mandates.

In giving these outlines I do not mean, fellow-citizens, to arrogate to
myself the merit of the measures. That is due, in the first place, to the
reflecting character of our citizens at large, who, by the weight of public
opinion, influence and strengthen the public measures. It is due to the
sound discretion with which they select from among themselves those to
whom they confide the legislative duties. It is due to the zeal and wis-
dom of the characters thus selected, who lay the foundations of public
happiness in wholesome laws, the execution of which alone remains for
others, and it is due to the able and faithful auxiliaries, whose patriotism
has associated them with me in the executive functions.

During this course of administration, and in order to disturb_it, the
artfllery of trepres has been levelled against us, charged with whatso-
cver 1is licentiousness could devise or dare. These abuses of an institu-
tion so important to freedom and science are deeply to be regretted,
imismuch as they tend to lessen its usefulness and to sap its safety. They
might, indeed, Have been corrected by the wholesome punishments

reserved to and provided by the laws of the several States against false- '
hood and defamation, but public duties more urgent press on the time /

of public servants, and the offenders have therefore been left to find
their punishment in the public indignation.

Nor was it uninteresting to the world that an experiment should be
{airly and fully made, whether freedom of discussion, unaided by power,
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is not sufficient for the propagation and protection of truth— whether a
government conducting itself in the true spirit of its conatitution, with
and purity, and doing no act which it would be unwilling the
whole world should witness, can be written down by falsehood and
defamation. The experiment has been tried; you have witnessed the
scene; our fellow-citizens looked or, cool and collected; they saw the
latent source from which these outrages proceeded; they gathered
around their public functionaries, and when the Constitution called
them to the decision by suffrage, they pronounced their verdict, honor-
able to those who had served them and consolatory to the friend of man
who believes that he may be trusted with the control of his own affairs.
No inference is here intended that the laws provided by the States
against false and defamatory publications should not be enforced; he
who has time renders a service to public morals and public tranquillity
in reforming these abuses by the salutary coercions of the law; but the
experiment is noted to prove that, since truth and reason have main-
tained their ground against false opinions in league with false facts, the
press, confined to truth, needs no other legal restraint; the public judg-
ment will correct false reasonings and opinions on a full hearing of all
parties; and no other definite line can be drawn between the inestimable
liberty of the press and-its demoralizing licentiousness. If there be still
improprieties which this rule would not restrain, its supplement must be
sought in the censorship of public opinion.

Contemplating the union of sentiment now manifested so generally as
auguring harmony and happiness to our future course, I offer to our
country sincere congratulations. With those, too, not yet rallied to the
same point the disposition to do so is gaining strength; facts are pierc-
ing through the veil drawn over them, and our doubting brethren will at
length see that the mass of their fellow-citizens with whom they can not
yet resolve to act as to principles and measures, think as they think and
desire what they desire; that our wish as well as theirs is that the public
efforts may be directed honestly to the public good, that peace be culti-
vated, civil and religious liberty unassailed, law and order preserved,
equality of rights maintained, and that state of property, equal or un-
equal, which results to every man from his own industry or that of his
father’s. When satisfied of these views it is not in human nature that they
should not approve and support them. In the meantime let us cherish
them with patient affection, let us do them justice, and more than justice,
in all competitions of interest, and we need not doubt that truth, reason,
and their own interests will at length prevail, will gather them into the
fold of their country, and will complete that entire union of opinicn
which gives to a nation the blessing of harmony and the benefit of all its
strength.

I shall now enter on the duties to which my fellow-citizens have again
called me, and shall proceed in the spirit of those principles whick they
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have approved. 1 fear not that any motives of interest may lead me
astray; I am sensible of no pasion which could seduce me knowingly
f.rot'n the path of justice, but the weaknesses of human nature and the
l}rmts .°f my own understanding will produce errors of judgment some-
times injurious to your interests. I shall need, therefore, all the indul-
gence which I have heretofore experienced from my constituents; the
want of it will certainly not lessen with increasing years. I shall need
too, the favor of that Being in whose hands we are, who led our fathcrs’
as Israel of old, from their native land and planted them in a countr;'
ﬂow.ing with all the necessaries and comforts of life; who has covered
our infancy with His providence and our riper years with His wisdom
ar}d power, and to whose goodness I ask you to join in supplications
w1t?1 me that He will so enlighten the minds of your servants, guide
their councils, and prosper their measures that whatsoever they do shall

result in your good, and shall secure to you the peace, friendship, and
approbation of all nations.
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Abraham Lincoln

FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS

MarcH 4, 1861

Fellow-Citizens of the United States:

In compliance with a custom as old as the Government itself, I appear
before you to address you briefly and to take in your presence the oath
prescribed by the Constitution of the United States to be taken by the
President “before he enters on the execution of this office.”

I do not consider it necessary at present for me to discuss those matters
of administration about which there is no special anxiety or excitement.

Apprehension seems to exist among the people of the Southern States
that by the accession of a Republican Administration their property and
their peace and personal security are to be endangered. There has never
been any reasonable cause for such apprehension. Indeed, the most
ample evidence to the contrary has all the while existed and been open
to their inspection. It is found in nearly all the published speeches of
him who now addresses you. I do but quote from one of those speeches
when I declare that—

I have no purpose, directly or indirectly, to interfere with the insti-

tuffon t;glavcry in the States where it exists. I believe I have no lawful

right to do s5; no ingclination to do so.
- ;’.E-—P"-_‘
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Those who nominated and elected me did so with full knowledge that I
had made this and many similar declarations and had never recanted

them; and more than this, they placed in the platform for my acceptance,

and as a law to themselves and to me, the clear and emphatic resolution

which I now read:
r Resolved, That the maintenance inviolate of the rights of the States,
and especially the right of each State to order and control its own
domestic institutions according to its own judgment exclusively, is essens
tial to that balance of power on which the perfection and endurance of
our political fabric depend; and we denounce the lawless invasion by
armed force of the soil of any State or Territory, no matter what pretext,
\as among the gravest of crimes.

I now reiterate these sentiments, and in doing so I only press upon the
public attention the most conclusive evidence of which the case is sus
ceptible that the property, peace, and security of no section are to be in
any wise endangered by the now incoming Administration. I add, tog,
that all the protection which, consistently with the Constitution and the
laws, can be given will be cheerfully given to all the States when law«
fully demanded, for whatever cause—as cheerfully to one section as to
another.

There is much controversy about the delivering up of fugitives from
service or labor. The clause I now read is as plainly written in the Cone
stitution as any other of its provisions:

No person held to service or labor in one State, under the laws thereof, esc
into another, shall in consequende of any law or regulation therein be disch
from such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom
such service or labor may be due.

It is scarcely questioned that this provision was intended by those who
made it for the reclaiming of what we call fugitive slaves; and the inten«
tion of the lawgiver is the law. All members of Congress swear their
support to the whole Constitution—to this provision as much as to any
other. To the proposition, then, that slaves whose cases come within
the terms of this clause “shall be delivered up” their oaths are unani-
mous. Now, if they would make the effort in good temper, could they
not with nearly equal unanimity frame and pass a law by means of which
to keep good that unanimous oath?

There is some difference of opinion whether this clause should be en-
forced by national or by State authority, but surely that difference is not
a very material one. If the slave is to be surrendered, it can be of but
little consequence to him or to others by which authority it is done.
And should anyone in any case be content that his cath shall go unkept
on a merely unsubstantial controversy as to how it shall be kept?

Again: In any law upon this subject ought not all the safeguards of
liberty known in civilized and humane jurisprudence to be introduced, so
that a free man be not in any case surrendered as a slave? And might
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il not be well at the same time to provide by law for the enforcement
of that clause in the Conatitution which guarantees that “the citiz_cps of
wach State shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of citizens
i the several States”? ‘

| tuke the official oath to-day with no mental reservations z%n.d with no
fnirpose to construe the Constitution or laws by any hypercritical rules;
il while I do not choose now to specify particular acts of Congress as
jnoper to be enforced, I do suggest that it will be muc.h safer for all, both
ity official and private stations, to conform to and abide by a]l those acts
which stand unrepealed than to violate any of them trusting to find
Impunity in having them held to be unconstitutional. .

It is seventy-two years since the first inauguration of a President under
sur National Constitution. During that period fifteen different and
greatly distinguished citizens have in succession administered the execu-
tive branch of the Government. They have conducted it through many
perls, and generally with great success. Yet, with all this scope of prec-
edent, I now enter upon the same task for the brief con-stltutl.onal term
of four years under great and peculiar difficulty. _A disruptionofthe
Vederal Union, heretofore only menaced, is now formidably attempted.
“Thold that 1n contemplation of universal Jaw and of the Consttition
the Union of these Sates is perpetual. Perpetuity is implied, if not ex-
pressed, in the fundamental law of all national governments. Itis saf.e
to assert that no government proper ever had a provision in its organic
law for its own termination. Continue to execute all the express provi-
«ions of our National Constitution, and the Union will endure forever, it
being impossible to destroy it except by some action not provided for in
the instrument itself.

Again: If the United States be not a government proper, but an asso-
clation of States in the nature of contract merely, can it, as a contract,
Iw peaceably unmade by less than all the parties who made it? .One
party to a contract may violate it—break it, so to speak—but does it not
require all to lawfully rescind it? -

Descending from these general principles, we find the proposition that
in legal contemplation the Union is perpetual confirmed by 'the‘hlstory
of the Union itself. The Union is much older than the Constitution. It
was formed, in fact, by the Articles of Association in 1774. It was ma-
tured and continued by the Declaration of Independence in 1776. It
was further matured, and the faith of all the then thirteen Statcs. ex-
pressly plighted and engaged that it should be perpetual, by the Articles
of Confederation in 1778. And finally, in 1787, one of the declared
objects for ordaining and establishing the Constitution was “to form a
wmore perfect Union.”

But if destruction of the Union by one or by a part only of the Stz.a.tm
be lawfully possible, the Union is less perfect than before the Constitu-
tion, having lost the vital element of perpetuity.
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It follows from these views that no State upon its own mere motion
can lawfully get out of the Union; that resolves and ordinances to that
effect are legally void, and that acts of violence within any State or States
against the authority of the United States are insurrectionary or revolu-
tionary, according to circumstances.

I therefore consider that in view of the Constitution and the laws the
Union is unbroken, and to the extent of my ability, I shall take care, as
the Constitution itself expressly enjoins upon me, that the laws of the
Union be faithfully executed in all the States. Doing this I deem to be
only a simple duty on my part, and I shall perform it so far as practicable
unless my rightful masters, the American people, shall withhold the
requisite means or in some authoritative manner direct the contrary. I
trust this will not be regarded as a menace, but only as the declared
purpose of the Union that it will constitutionally defend and maintain
itself.

In doing this there needs to be no bloodshed or violence, and there
shall be none unless it be forced upon the national authority. The
power confided to me will be used to hold, occupy, and possess the prop-
erty and places belonging to the Government and to collect the duties
and imposts; but beyond what may be necessary for these objects, there
will be no invasion, no using of force against or among the people any-
where. Where hostility to the United States in any interior locality shall
be so great and universal as to prevent competent resident citizens from
holding the Federal offices, there will be no attempt to force obnoxious
strangers among the people for that object. While the strict legal right
may exist in the Government to enforce the exercise of these offices, the
attempt to do so would be so irritating and so nearly impracticable withal
that I deem it better to forego for the time the uses of such offices.

The mails, unless repelled, will continue to be furnished in all parts
of the Union. So far as possible the people everywhere shall have that
sense of perfect security which is most favorable to calm thought and
reflection. The course here indicated will be followed unless current
events and experience shall show a modification or change to be proper,
and in every case and exigency my best discretion will be exercised,
according to circumstances actually existing and with a view and a hope
of a peaceful solution of the national troubles and the restoration of
fraternal sympathies and affections.

That there are persons in one section or another who seek to destroy
the Union at all events and are glad of any pretext to do it I will neither
affirm nor deny; but if there be such, I need address no word to them.
To those, however, who really love the Union may I not speak?

Before entering upon so grave a matter as the destruction of our
national fabric, with all its benefits, its memories, and its hopes, would
it not be wise to ascertain precisely why we do it? Will you hazard so
desperate a step while there is any possibility that any portion of the
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ills you fly from have no real existence’  Will you, while the certain ills
you fly to are greater than all the real ones you fly from, will you risk
the commission of so fearful a mistake?

All profess to be content in the Union if all constitutional rights can
be maintained. Is it true, then, that any right plainly written in the
Constitution has been denied? I think not. Happily, the human mind
is so constituted that no party can reach to the audacity of doing this.
Think, if you can, of a single instance in which a plainly written provi-
sion of the Constitution has ever been denied. If by the mere force of
numbers a majority should deprive a minority of any clearly written con-
stitutional right, it might in a moral point of view justify revolution;
certainly would if such right were a vital one. But such is not our case.
All the vital rights of minorities and of individuals are so plainly assured
to them by affirmations and negations, guaranties and prohibitions, in
the Constitution that controversies never arise concerning them. But
no organic law can ever be framed with a provision specifically applicable
to every question which may occur in practical administration. No fore-
sight can anticipate nor any document of reasonable length contain ex-
press provisions for all possible questions. Shall fugitives from labor be
surrendered by national or by State authority? The Constitution does not
expressly say. May Congress prohibit slavery in the Territories? The
Constitution does not expressly say. Must Congress protect slavery in
the Territories’? The Constitution does not expressly say.

From questions of this class spring all our constitutional controvcrsi'm,
and we divide upon them into majorities and minorities. If the minority
will not acquiesce, the majority must, or the Government must cease.
There is no other alternative, for continuing the Government is acquies-
cence on one side or the other. If a minority in such case will secede
rather than acquiesce, they make a precedent which in turn will divide
and ruin them, for a minority of their own will secede from them when-
ever a majority refuses to be controlled by such minority. For instanc?,
why may not any portion of a new confederacy a year or two hence arl_)x-
trarily secede again, precisely as portions of the present Union now cla:1m
to secede from it? All who cherish disunion sentiments are now being
educated to the exact temper of doing this.

Is there such perfect identity of interests among the States to compose
a new union as to produce harmony only and prevent renewed secession?

Plainly the central idea of secession is the essence of anarchy. A
majority held in restraint by constitutional checks and limita_tti?ns, and
always changing easily with deliberate changes of popular opinions .and
sentiments, is the only true sovereign of a free people. Whoever rejects
it does of necessity fly to anarchy or to despotism. Unanimity is impos-
sible. The rule of a minority, as a permanent arrangement, is wholly
inadmissible; so that, rejecting the majority principle, anarchy or despot-
ism in some form is all that is left.
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I do not forget the position assumed by some that constitutional ques-
tions are to be decided by the Supreme Court, nor do I deny that such
decisions must be binding in any case upon the parties to a suit as to the
object of that suit, while they are also entitled to very high respect and
consideration in all parallel cases by all other departments of the Gov-
ernment. And while it is obviously possible that such decision may be
erroneous in any given case, still the evil effect following it, being limited
to that particular case, with the chance that it may be overruled and
never become a precedent for other cases, can better be borne than could
the evils of a different practice. At the same time, the candid citizen
must confess that if the policy of the Government upon vital questions
affecting the whole people is to be irrevocably fixed by decisions of the
Supreme Court, the instant they are made in ordinary litigation between
parties in personal actions the people will have ceased to be their own
rulers, having to that extent practically resigned their Government into
the hands of that eminent tribunal. Nor is there in this view any assault
upon the court or the judges. It is a duty from which they may not
shrink to decide cases properly brought before them, and it is no fault of
theirs if others seek to turn their decisions to political purposes.

One section of our country believes slavery is right and ought to be ex-
tended, while the other believes it is wrong and ought not to be extended.
This is the only substantial dispute. The fugitive-slave clause of the
Constitution and the law for the suppression of the foreign slave trade
are each as well enforced, perhaps, as any law can ever be in a community
where the moral sense of the people imperfectly supports the law itself.
The great body of the people abide by the dry legal obligation in both
cases, and a few break over in each. This, I think, can not be perfectly
cured, and it would be worse in both cases after the separation of the sec-
tions than before. The foreign slave trade, now imperfectly suppressed,
would be ultimately revived without restriction in one section, while fugi-
tive slaves, now only partially surrendered, would not be surrendered at
all by the other.

Physically speaking, we can not separate. We can not remove our
respective sections from each other nor build an impassable wall between
them. A husband and wife may be divorced and go out of the presence
and beyond the reach of each other, but the different parts of our country
can not do this. They can not but remain face to face, and intercourse,
either amicable or hostile, must continue between them. Is it possible,
then, to make that intercourse more advantageous or more satisfactory
after separation than before? Can aliens make treaties easier than
friends can make laws? Can treaties be more faithfully enforced be-
tween aliens than laws can among friends? Suppose you go to war, you
can not fight always; and when, after much loss on both sides and no
gain on either, you cease fighting, the identical old questions, as to terms
of intercourse, are again upon you.
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This country, with its institutions, belongs to the people who inhabit
it. Whenever they shull grow weary of the existing Government, they
can exercise their constitutional vight of amending it or their revolution-
ary right to dismember or overthrow it. I can not be ignorant of the
fact that many worthy and patriotic citizens are desirous of having the
National Constitution amended. While I make no recommendation of
amendments, I fully recognize the rightful authority of the people over
the whole subject, to be exercised in either of the modes prescribed in
the instrument itself; and I should, under existing circumstances, favor
rather than oppose a fair opportunity being afforded the people to act
upon it. I will venture to add that to me the convention mode seems
preferable, in that it allows amendments to originate with the people
themselves, instead of only permitting them to take or reject proposi-
tions originated by others, not especially chosen for the purpose, and
which might not be precisely such as they would wish to either accept or
refuse. Iunderstand a proposed amendment to the Constitution—which
amendment, however, I have not seen—has passed Congress, to the effect
that the Federal Government shall never interfere with the domestic
institutions of the States, including that of persons held to service. To
avoid misconstruction of what I have said, I depart from my purpose not
to speak of particular amendments so far as to say that, holding such a
provision to now be implied constitutional law, I have no objection to
its being made express and irrevocable.

The Chief Magistrate derives all his authority from the people, and
they have referred none upon him to fix terms for the separation of
the States. The people themselves can do this if also they choose,
but the Executive as such has nothing to do with it. His duty is to
administer the present Government as it came to his hands and to trans-
mit it unimpaired by him to his successor.

Why should there not be a patient confidence in the ultimate justice of
the people? Is there any better or equal hope in the world? In our
present differences, is either party without faith of being in the right?
If the Almighty Ruler of Nations, with His eternal truth and justice, be
on your side of the North, or on yours of the South, that truth and that
justice will surely prevail by the judgment of this great tribunal of the
American people.

By the frame of the Government under which we live this same peo-
ple have wisely given their public servants but little power for mischief,
and have with equal wisdom provided for the return of that little to their
own hands at very short intervals. While the people retain their vir-
tue and vigilance no Administration by any extreme of wickc(lgmn;
folly can very sefiously injure the Government in the short space of four
years.

=My countrymen, one and all, think calmly and well upon this whole

subject. Nothing valuable can be lost by taking time. If there be an
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object to hurry any of you in hot haste to a step which you would never
take deliberately, that object will be frustrated by taking time; but no
good object can be frustrated by it. Such of you as are now dissatisfied
still have the old Constitution unimpaired, and, on the sensitive point,
the laws of your own framing under it; while the new Administration
will have no immediate power, if it would, to change either. If it were
admitted that you who are dissatisfied hold the right side in the dispute,
there still is no single good reason for precipitate action. Intelligence,

patriotism, Christianity, and a firm reliance on Him who has never yet
forsaken this favored land a7 S COMpERERt to adiust in the best way
all our present difficulty.

~Tn your hands, my dissatisfied fellow-countrymen, and not in mine, is
the momentous issue of civil war. The Government will not assail you.
You can have no conflict without being yourselves the aggressors. You
have no oath registered in heaven to destroy the Government, while I
shall have the most solemn one to “preserve, protect, and defend it.”

7 1am loath to close. We are not enemies, but friends. We must not
be enemies. Though passion may have strained it must not break our
bonds of affection. The mystic chords of memory, stretching from every
battlefield and patriot grave to every living heart and hearthstone all
over this broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the Union, when again
touched, as surely they will be, by the better angels of our nature.

126

SECOND INAUGURAL ADDRESS
MarcH 4, 1865

Fellow-Countrymen:

At this second appearing to take the oath of the Presidential office
there is less occasion for an extended address than there was at the first.
Then a statement somewhat in detail of a course to be pursued seemed
fitting and proper. Now, at the expiration of four years, during which
public declarations have been constantly called forth on every point and
phase of the great contest which still absorbs the attention and engrosses
the energies of the nation, little that is new could be presented. The
progress of our arms, upon which all else chiefly depends, is as well
known to the public as to myself, and it is, I trust, reasonably satis-
factory and encouraging to all. With high hope for the future, no
prediction in regard to it is ventured.

On the occasion corresponding to this four years ago all thoughts were
anxiously directed to an impending civil war. All dreaded it, all sought
to avert it. While the inaugural address was being delivered from this
place, devoted altogether to saving the Union without war, insurgent
agents were in the city seeking to destroy it without war—seeking to dis-
solve the Union and divide effects by negotiation. Both parties depre-
cated war, but one of them would make war rather than let the nation
survive; and the other would accept war rather than let it perish, and the
war came.

One-eighth of the whole population were colored slaves, not distrib-
uted generally over the Union, but localized in the southern part of it.
These slaves constituted a peculiar and powerful interest. All knew
that this interest was somehow the cause of the war. To strengthen,
perpetuate, and extend this interest was the object for which the insur-
gents would rend the Union even by war, while the Government claimed
no right to do more than to restrict the territorial enlargement of it.
Neither party expected for the war the magnitude or the duration which
it has already attained. Neither anticipated that the cause of the con-
flict might cease with or even before the conflict itself should cease:
Each looked for an easier triumph, and a result less fundamental and
astounding. Both read the same Bible and pray to the same God, and
cach invokes His aid against the other. It may seem strange that any
men should dare to ask a just God’s assistance in wringing their bread
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William McKinley

INAUGURAL ADDRESS

MarcH 4, 1897

Fellow-Citizens:

In obedience to the will of the people, and in their presence, by the
authority vested in me by this oath, I assume the arduous and respon-
sible duties of President of the United States, relying upon the support
of my countrymen and invoking the guidance of Almighty God. Our
faith teaches that there is no safer reliance than upon the God of our
fathers, who has so singularly favored the American people in every
national trial, and who will not forsake us so long as we obey His com-
mandments and wall: humbly in His footsteps.

The responsibilities of the high trust to which I have been called—
always of grave importance—are augmented by the prevailing business
conditions entailing idleness upon willing labor and loss to useful en-
terprises. The country is suffering from industrial disturbances from
which speedy relief must be had. Our financial system needs some re-
vision; our money is all good now, but its value must not further be
threatened. It should all be put upon an enduring basis, not subject to
easy attack, nor its stability to doubt or dispute. Our currency should
continue under the supervision of the Government. The several forms
of our paper money offer, in my judgment, a constant embarrassment
to the Government and a safe balance in the Treasury. Therefore I
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believe it necessary to devise a system which, without diminishing the
circulating medium or offering a premium for its contraction, will pre-
sent a remedy for those arrangements which, temporary in their nature,
might well in the years of our prosperity have been displaced by wiser
provisions. With adequate revenue secured, but not until then, we
can enter upon such changes in our fiscal laws as will, while insuring
safety and volume to our money, no longer impose upon the Government
the necessity of maintaining so large a gold reserve, with its attendant
and inevitable temptations to speculation. Most of our financial laws
are the outgrowth of experience and trial, and should not be amended
without investigation and demonstration of the wisdom of the proposed
changes. We must be both “sure we are right” and “make haste
slowly.” If, therefore, Congress, in its wisdom, shall deem it expedient
to create a commission to take under early consideration the revision
of our coinage, banking and currency laws, and give them that exhaus-
tive, careful and dispassionate examination that their importance de-
mands, I shall cordially concur in such action. If such power is vested
in the President, it is my purpose to appoint a commission of prominent,
well-informed citizens of different parties, who will command public
confidence, both on account of their ability and special fitness for the
work. Business experience and public training may thus be combined,
and the patriotic zeal of the friends of the country be so directed that
such a report will be made as to receive the support of all parties, and
our finances cease to be the subject of mere partisan contention. The
experiment is, at all events, worth a trial, and, in my opinion, it can
but prove beneficial to the entire country.

The guestion of international bimetallism will have early and earnest
attention. , It will be my constant endeavor to secure it by co-opera-
tion with the other great commercial powers of the world. Until that
condition is realized when the parity between our gold and silver money
springs from and is supported by the relative value of the two metals,
the value of the silver already coined and of that which may hereafter
be coined, must be kept constantly at par with gold by every resource at
our command. The credit of the Government, the integrity of its cur-
rency, and the inviolability of its obligations must be preserved. This
was the commanding verdict of the people, and it will not be unheeded.

Economy is demanded in every branch of the Government at all
times, but especially in periods, like the present, of depression in busi-
ness and distress among the people. The severest economy must be
observed in all public expenditures, and extravagance stopped wherever
it is found, and prevented wherever in the future it may be developed.
If the revenues are to remain as now, the only relief that can come
must be from decreased expenditures. But the present must not be-
come the permanent condition of the Government. It has been our
uniform practice to retire, not increase our outstanding obligations, and
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thia policy must again be resimed and vlmmm'lly enforced. Our rev-
enues should always be large enough to meet with ease and promptness
not only our current needs and the principal and interest of the pul?11c
debt, but to make proper and liberal provision for that most deserving
body of public creditors, the soldiers and sailors and the widows and
orphans who are the pensioners of the United States. ‘ ,

The Government should not be permitted to run behind or increase
ith debt in times like the present. Suitably to provide against this is
the mandate of duty—the certain and easy remedy for most of our
financial difficulties. A deficiency is inevitable so long as the expendi-
tures of the Government exceed its receipts. It can only be met by
loans or an increased revenue. While a large annual surplus of reve-
nue may invite waste and extravagance, inadequate revenue creates
distrust and undermines public and private credit. Neither should be
encouraged. Between more loans and more revenue there ought_ to be
but one opinion. We should have more revenue, and that without
delay, hindrance, or postponement. A surplus in the Treasury created
liy loans is not a permanent or safe reliance. It will suffice while it
lasts, but it can not last long while the outlays of the Government are
greater than its receipts, as has been the case during the past two years.
Nor must it be forgotten that however much such loans may tempo-
rarily relieve the situation, the Government is still indebted for the
amount of the surplus thus accrued, which it must ultimately pay,
while its ability to pay is not strengthened, but weakened by a con-
tinued deficit. Loans are imperative in great emergencies to preserve
the Government or its credit, but a failure to supply needed revenue in
time of peace for the maintenance of either has no justification.

The best way for the Government to maintain its credit is to pay as
it goes—not by resorting to loans, but by keeping out of debt—
through an adequate income secured by a system of taxation, external
or internal, or both. It is the settled policy of the Government,
pursued from the beginning and practised by all parties and Adm_in-
istrations, to raise the bulk of our revenue from taxes upon foreign
productions entering the United States for sale and consumption, aqd
avoiding, for the most part, every form of direct taxation, except in
time of war. The country is clearly opposed to any needless additions
to the subject of internal taxation, and is committed by its latest
popular utterance to the system of tariff taxation. There can be no
misunderstanding, either, about the principle upon which this tariff
taxation shall be levied. Nothing has ever been made plainer at a
yeneral election than that the controlling principle in the raising of
revenue from duties on imports is zealous care for American interests
and American labor. The people have declared that such legislation
should be had as will give ample protection and encouragement to the
industries and the development of our country.. It is, therefore, ear-
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nestly hoped and expected that Congress will, at the earliest practicable
moment, enact revenue legislation that shall be fair, reasonable, con-
servative, and just, and which, while supplying sufficient revenue for
public purposes, will still be signally beneficial and helpful to every
section and every enterprise of the people. To this policy we are all,
of whatever party, firmly bound by the voice of the people—a power
vastly more potential than the expression of any political platform.
The paramount duty of Congress is to stop deficiencies by the restora-
tion of that protective legislation which has always been the firmest
prop of the Treasury. The passage of such a law or laws would
strengthen the credit of the Government both at home and abroad, and
go far toward stopping the drain upon the gold reserve held for the
redemption of our currency, which has been heavy and well-nigh con-
stant for several years.

In the revision of the tariff especial attention should be given to the
re-enactment and extension of the reciprocity principle of the law of
1890, under which so great a stimulus was given to our foreign trade
in new and advantageous markets for our surplus agricultural and man-
ufactured products. The brief trial given this legislation amply justifies
a further experiment and additional discretionary power in the making
of commercial treaties, the end in view always to be the opening up of
new markets for the products of our country, by granting concessions
to the products of other lands that we need and cannot produce our-
selves, and which do not involve any loss of labor to our own people,
but tend to increase their employment.

The depression of the past four years has fallen with especial severity
upon the great body of toilers of the country, and upon none more than
the holders of small farms. Agriculture has languished and labor suf-
fered. The revival of manufacturing will be a relief to both. No
portion of our population is more devoted to the institution of free gov-
ernment nor more loyal in their support, while none bears more cheer-
fully or fully its proper share in the maintenance of the Government or
is better entitled to its wise and liberal care and protection. Legislation
helpful to producers is beneficial to all. The depressed condition of in-
dustry on the farm and in the mine and factory has lessened the ability
of the people to meet the demands upon them, and they rightfully expect
that not only a system of revenue shall be established that will secure
the largest income with the least burden, but that every means will be
taken to decrease, rather than increase, our public expenditures. Business
conditions are not the most promising.; It will take time to restore
the prosperity of former years. If we cannot promptly attain it, we can
resolutely turn our faces in that direction and aid its return by friendly
legislation. However troublesome the situation may appear, Congress
will not, I am sure, be found lacking in disposition or ability to relieve
it as far as legislation can doso. The restoration of confidence and the
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revival of business, which men of all parties so much desire, c!epcnd
more largely upon the prompt, energetic, and intelligent action of
Congress than upon any other single agency affecting the sm'xatlon.

It is inspiring, too, to remember that no great emergency in the one
hundred and eight years of our eventful national life has ever arisen
that has not been met with wisdom and courage by the American
people, with fidelity to their best interests and highes? desti.ny, and to
the honor of the American name. These years of glorious history have
exalted mankind and advanced the cause of freedom throughout.the
world, and immeasurably strengthened the precious free inst.itut.:lons
which we enjoy. The people love and will sustain these institutions.
The great essential to our happiness and prosperity is th.at we adht?rc
to the principles upon which the Government was established and in-
sist upon their faithful observance. Equality of rights must prevail,
and our laws be always and everywhere respected and obeyed. We
may have failed in the discharge of our full duty as citizens of the great
Republic, but it is consoling and encouraging to realize that free spc?ch,
a free press, free thought, free schools, the free and unmolested right
of religious liberty and worship, and free and fair elections are dca!:er
and more universally enjoyed to-day than ever before. These guaranties
must be sacredly preserved and wisely strengthened. The constituted
authorities must be cheerfully and vigorously upheld. Lynchings must
not be tolerated in a great and civilized country like the United Stat-cs;
courts, not mobs, must execute the penalties of thelaw. The preservation
of public order, the right of discussion, the integrity of courts, and the
orderly administration of justice must continue forever the rock of safety
upon which our Government securely rests. -

One of the lessons taught by the late election, which all can rejoice
in, is that the citizens of the United States are both law-resp?cting and
law-abiding people, not easily swerved from the path of patpotfsm.and
honor. This is in entire accord with the genius of our institutions,
and but emphasizes the advantages of inculcating even a greater love
for law and order in the future. Immunity should be granted to none
who violate the laws, whether individuals, corporations, or communities;
and as the Constitution imposes upon the President the duty of both its
own execution, and of the statutes enacted in pursuance of its pro-
visions, I shall endeavor carefully to carry them into effect. The declara-
tion of the party now restored to power has been in the past that of
“opposition to all combinations of capital organized in trusts, or oth.el:-
wise, to control arbitrarily the condition of trade among our cit-
zens,” and it has supported “such legislation as will prevent the execu-
tion of all schemes to oppress the people by undue charges on their
supplies, or by unjust rates for the transportation of their products to
the market.” This purpose will be steadily pursued, both by the en-
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forcement of the laws now in existence and the recommendation and
support of such new statutes as may be necessary to carry it into effect.

Our naturalization and immigration laws should be further improved
to the constant promotion of a safer, a better, and a higher citizenship.
A grave peril to the Republic would be a citizenship too ignorant to
understand or too vicious to appreciate the great value and beneficence
of our institutions and laws, and against all who come here to make
war upon them our gates must be promptly and tightly closed. Nor
must we be unmindful of the need of improvement among our own
citizens, but with the zeal of our forefathers encourage the spread of
knowledge and free education. Illiteracy must be banished from the
land if we shall attain that high destiny as the foremost of the enlight-
ened nations of the world which, under Providence, we ought to achieve.

Reforms in the civil service must go on; but the changes should be
real and genuine, not perfunctory, or prompted by a zeal in behalf of
any party simply because it happens to be in power. As a member of
Congress I voted and spoke in favor of the present law, and I shall
attempt its enforcement in the spirit in which it was enacted. The
purpose in view was to secure the most efficient service of the best men
who would accept appointment under the Government, retaining faith-
ful and devoted public servants in office, but shielding none, under the
authority of any rule or custom, who are inefficient, incompetent, or
unworthy. The best interests of the country demand this, and the people
heartily approve the law wherever and whenever it has been thus
administrated.

Congress should give prompt attention to the restoration of our
American merchant marine, once the pride of the seas in all the great
ocean highways of commerce. To my mind, few more important sub-
jects so imperatively demand its intelligent consideration. The United
States has progressed with marvelous rapidity in every field of enter-
prise and endeavor until we have become foremost in nearly all th
great lines of inland trade, commerce, and industry. Yet, while this,é
true, our American merchant marine has been steadily declining until
it is now lower, both in the percentage of tonnage and the number of
vessels employed, than it was prior to the Civil War. Commendable
progress has been made of late years in the upbuilding of the American
Navy, but we must supplement these efforts by providing as a proper
consort for it a merchant marine amply sufficient for our own carrying
trade to foreign countries. The question is one that appeals both to
our business necessities and the patriotic aspirations of a great people.

It has been the policy of the United States since the foundation of
the Government to cultivate relations of peace and amity with all the
nations of the world, and this accords with my conception of our duty
now. We have cherished the policy of non-interference with affairs
of foreign governments wisely inaugurated by Washington, keeping
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ourselves free from entanglement, either an allies or foes, content to
leave undisturbed with them the settlement of their own domestic con-
cerns. It will be our aim to pursue a firm and dignified foreign policy,
which shall be just, impartial, ever watchful of our national honor, and
always insisting upon the enforcement of the lawful rights of Ameri-
can citizens everywhere. Our diplomacy should seek nothing more and
accept nothing less than is due us. We want no wars of conquest; we
must avoid the temptation of territorial aggression. War should never
be entered upon until every agency of peace has failed; peace is prefer-
able to war in almost every contingency. Arbitration is the true
method of settlement of international as well as local or individual
differences. It was recognized as the best means of adjustment of dif-
ferences between employers and employees by the Forty-ninth Con-
gress, in 1886, and its application was extended to our diplomatic
relations by the unanimous concurrence of the Senate and House of the
Fifty-first Congress in 1890. The latter resolution was accepted as the
basis of negotiations with us by the British House of Commons in
1893, and upon our invitation a treaty of arbitration between the
United States and Great Britain was signed at Washington and trans-
mitted to the Senate for its ratification in January last. Since this
treaty is clearly the result of our own initiative; since it has been rec-
ognized as the leading feature of our foreign policy throughout our
entire national history—the adjustment of difficulties by judicial meth-
ods rather than force of arms—and since it presents to the world the
glorious example of reason and peace, not passion and war, controlling
the relations between two of the greatest nations in the world, an ex-
ample certain to be followed by others, I respectfully urge the early
action of the Senate thereon, not merely as a matter of policy, but as a
duty to mankind. The importance and moral influence of the ratifica-
tion of such a treaty can hardly be overestimated in the cause of ad-
vancing civilization. It may well engage the best thought of the
statesmen and people of every country, and I cannot but consider it
fortunate that it was reserved to the United States to have the leader-
ship in so grand a work.

It has been the uniform practice of each President to avoid, as far as
possible, the convening of Congress in extraordinary session. It is an
example which, under ordinary circumstances and in the absence of a
public necessity, is to be commended. But a failure to convene the
representatives of the people in Congress in extra session when it involves
neglect of a public duty places the responsibility of such neglect upon
the Executive himself. The condition of the public Treasury, as has been
indicated, demands the immediate consideration of Congress. It alone
has the power to provide revenues for the Government. Not to convene
it under such circumstances I can view in no other sense than the neglect
of a plain duty. I do not sympathize with the sentiment that Congress
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animates so many thousaneds in both the old antagonistic sections, but
I shall cheerfully do everything posible to promote and increase it.

Let me again repeat the words of the oath administered by the Chief
Justice which, in their respective spheres, so far as applicable, I would
have all my countrymen observe: “I will faithfully execute the office
of President of the United States, and will, to the best of my ability,
preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States.”
This is the obligation I have reverently taken before the Lord Most
High. To keep it will be my single purpose, my constant prayer; and
I shall confidently rely upon the forbearance and assistance of all the
people in the discharge of my solemn responsibilities.

in session is dangerous to our general business interests. Its members
are the agents of the people, and their presence at the seat of Govern-
ment in the execution of the sovereign will should not operate as an
injury, but a benefit. There could be no better time to put the Govern-
ment upon a sound financial and economic basis than now. The people
have only recently voted that this should be done, and nothing is more
binding upon the agents of their will than the obligation of immediate
action. Ithas always seemed to me that the postponement of the meeting
of Congress until more than a year after it has been chosen deprived
Congress too often of the inspiration of the popular will and the country
of the corresponding benefits. It is evident, therefore, that to postpone
action in the presence of so great a necessity would be unwise on the
part of the Executive because unjust to the interests of the people. Our
action now will be freer from mere partisan consideration than if the
question of tariff revision was postponed until the regular session of
Congress. We are nearly two years from a Congressional election, and
politics cannot so greatly distract us as if such contest was immediately
pending. We can approach the problem calmly and patriotically, with-
out fearing its effect upon an early election.

Our fellow-citizens who may disagree with us upon the character of
this legislation prefer to have the question settled now, even against
their preconceived views, and perhaps settled so reasonably, as I trust
and believe it will be, as to insure great permanence, than to have
further uncertainty menacing the vast and varied business interests of
the United States. Again, whatever action Congress may take will be
given a fair opportunity for trial before the people are called to pass
judgment upon it, and this I consider a great essential to the rightful
and lasting settlement of the question. In view of these considerations,
I shall deem it my duty as President to convene Congress in extraor-
dinary session on Monday, the 15th day of March, 1897.

In conclusion, I congratulate the country upon the fraternal spirit of
the people and the manifestations of good will everywhere so apparent.
The recent election not only most fortunately demonstrated the oblitera-
tion of sectional or geographical lines, but to some extent also the
prejudices which for years have distracted our councils and marred our
true greatness as a nation. The triumph of the people, whose verdict
is carried into effect today, is not the triumph of one section, nor
wholly of one party, but of all sections and all the people. The North
and the South no longer divide on the old lines, but upon principles
and policies; and in this fact surely every lover of the country can find
cause for true felicitation. Let us rejoice in and cultivate this spirit;
it is ennobling and will be both a gain and a blessing to our beloved
country. It will be my constant aim to do nothing, and permit noth-
ing to be done, that will arrest or disturb this growing sentiment of
unity and co-operation, this revival of esteem and affiliation which now




Congress shall, as it is required to do by the treaty, determine “the civil

rights and political status of the native inhabitants.”” The Congress
having added the sanction of its authority to the powers already possessed
and exercised by the Executive under the Constitution, thereby leaving
with the Executive the responsibility for the government of the Philip-
pines, I shall continue the efforts already begun until order shall be
restored throughout the islands, and as fast as conditions permit will
establish local governments, in the formation of which the full co-opera-
tion of the people has been already invited, and when established will
encourage the people to administer them. The settled purpose, long ago
proclaimed, to afford the inhabitants of the islands self-government as
fast as they were ready for it will be pursued with earnestness and
fidelity. Already something has been accomplished in this direction.
The Government’s representatives, civil and military, are doing faithful
and noble work in their mission of emancipation and merit the approval
and support of their countrymen. The most liberal terms of amnesty
have already been communicated to the insurgents, and the way is still
open for those who have raised their arms against the Government for
honorable submission to its authority. Our countrymen should not be
deceived. We are not waging war against the inhabitants of the Philip-
pine Islands. A portion of them are making war against the United
States. By far the greater part of the inhabitants recognize American
sovereignty and welcome it as a guaranty of order and of security for
life, property, liberty, freedom of conscience, and the pursuit of happi-
ness. 'To them full protection will be given. They shall not be aban-
doned. We will not leave the destiny of the loyal millions in the islands
to the disloyal thousands who are in rebellion against the United States.
Order under civil institutions will come as soon as those who now
break the peace shall keep it. Force will not be needed or used
when those who make war against us shall make it no more. May it end
without further bloodshed, and there be ushered in the reign of peace
to be made permanent by a government of liberty under law!

182

T heodore Roosevelt

INAUGURAL ADDRESS

MARrcH 4, 1905

My fellow-cifizens, no people on earth have more cause to be thankful
than ours, and this is said reverently, in no spirit of boastfulness in our
own strength, but with gratitude to the Giver of Good who has blessed
us with the conditions which have enabled us to achieve so large a
measure of well-being and of happiness. To us as a people it has been
granted to lay the foundations of our national life in a new continent.
We are the heirs of the ages, and yet we have had to pay few of the
penalties which in old countries are exacted by the dead hand of a
bygone civilization. We have not been obliged to fight for our existence
against any alien race; and yet our life has called for the vigor and
effort without which the manlier and hardier virtues wither away.
Under such conditions it would be our own fault if we failed; and the
success which we have had in the past, the success which we confidently
believe the future will bring, should cause in us no feeling of vainglory,
but rather a deep and abiding realization of all which life has offered
us; a full acknowledgment of the responsibility which is ours; and a
fixed determination to show that under a free government a mighty
people can thrive best, alike as regards the things of the body and the

things of the soul.
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~plirpose to solve them anght.

Much has been VCMWMMILQJ_UJ be expected from
uam—if—g to others and dutics 1o ounselves, alid We T
neither. We have become a great nation, forced by the fact of its
greatness into relations with the other nations of the earth, and we must
behave as beseems a people with such responsibilities. Toward all other
nations, large and small, our attitude must be one of cordial and sincere
friendship. We must show not only in our words, but in our deeds,
that we are earnestly desirous of securing their good will by acting
toward them in a spirit of just and generous recognition of all their
rights. But justice and generosity in a nation, as in an individual, count
most when shown not by the weak but by the strong. While ever careful
to refrain from wrongdoing others, we must be no less insistent that we
are not wronged ourselves. We wish peace, but we wish the peace of
justice, the peace of righteousness. We wish it because we think it is
right and not because we are afraid. No weak nation that acts man-
fully and justly should ever have cause to fear us, and no strong power
should ever be able to single us out as a subject for insolent aggression.
Our relations with the other powers of the world are important; but
still more important are our relations among ourselves. Such growth
in wealth, in population, and in power as this nation has seen during
the century and a quarter of its national life is inevitably accompanied
by a like growth in the problems which are ever before every nation
that rises to greatness. Power invariably means both responsibility and
danger. Our forefathers faced certain perils which we have outgrown.
We now face other perils, the very existence of which it was impossible
that they should foresece. Modern life is both complex and intense, and
the tremendous changes wrought by the extraordinary industrial devel-
opment of the last half century are felt in every fiber of our social and
political being. Never before have men tried so vast and formidable an
experiment as that of administering the affairs of a continent under the
forms of a Democratic republic. The conditions which have told for our
marvelous material well-being, which have developed to a very high
degree our energy, self-reliance, and individual initiative, have also
brought the care and anxiety inseparable from the accumulation of
great wealth in industrial centers. Upon the success of our experiment
much depends, not only as regards our own welfare, but as regards the
welfare of mankind. If we fail, the cause of free self-government
throughout the world will rock to its foundations, and therefore our
responsibility is heavy, to ourselves, to the world as it is to-day, and to
the generations yet unborn. There is no good reason
the future, but there is every reason why we should face it seriously,
‘neither hiding from ourselves the gravity of the problems belore isnor
fearmg to approach these problems with the unbending, unflinching
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Yet, after all, though the problems are new, though the tasks set
before us differ from the tasks set before our fathers who founded and
preserved this Republic, the apirit in which these tasks must be under-
taken and these problems faced, if our duty is to be well done, remains
ementially unchanged. We know that self-government is difficult. We
know that no people needs such high traits of character as that people
which seeks to govern its affairs aright through the freely expressed
will of the freemen who compose it. But we have faith that we shall
not prove false to the memories of the men of the mighty past. They
did their work, they left us the splendid heritage we now enjoy. We
in our turn have an assured confidence that we shall be able to leave this
heritage unwasted and enlarged to our children and our children’s
children. To do so we must show, not merely in great crises, but in the
everyday affairs of life, the qualities of practical intelligence, of cour-
age, of hardihood, and endurance, and above all the power of devotion
to a lofty ideal, which made great the men who founded this Republic
in the days of Washington, which made great the men who preserved
this Republic in the days of Abraham Lincoln.
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William H. Taft

INAUGURAL ADDRESS

MARcH 4, 1909

My Fellow Citizens:

Anyone who has taken the oath I have just taken must feel a heavy
weight of responsibility. If not, he has no conception of the powers
and duties of the office upon which he is about to enter, or he is
lacking in a proper sense of the obligation which the oath imposes.

The office of an inaugural address is to give a summary outline of
the main policies of the new administration, so far as they can be
anticipated. I have had the honor to be one of the advisers of my
distinguished predecessor, and, as such, to hold up his hands in the
reforms he has initiated. I should be untrue to myself, to my promises,
and to the declarations of the party platform upon which I was elected
to office, if I did not make the maintenance and enforcement of those
reforms a most important feature of my administration. They were
directed to the suppression of the lawlessness and abuses of power of the
great combinations of capital invested in railroads and in industrial
enterprises carrying on interstate commerce. The steps which my pred-
ecessor took and the legislation passed on his recommendation have
accomplished much, have caused a general halt in the vicious policies
which created popular alarm, and have brought about in the business
affected a much higher regard for existing law.
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To render the reforms lasting, however, and to secure at the same
time freedom from alarm on the part of those pursuing proper and
progressive business methods, further legislative and executive action
are needed. Relief of the railroads from certain restrictions of the anti-
trust law have been urged by my predecessor and will be urged by me.
On the other hand, the administration is pledged to legislation looking
to a proper federal supervision and restriction to prevent excessive issues
of bonds and stocks by companies owning and operating interstate-
commerce railroads.

Then, too, a reorganization of the Department of Justice, of the
Bureau of Corporations in the Department of Commerce and Labor,
and of the Interstate Commerce Commission, looking to effective co-
operation of these agencies, is needed to secure a more rapid and certain
enforcement of the laws affecting interstate railroads and industrial
combinations.

I hope to be able to submit at the first regular session of the incoming
Congress, in December next, definite suggestions in respect to the needed
amendments to the antitrust and the interstate commerce law and the
changes required in the executive departments concerned in their
enforcement.

It is believed that with the changes to be recommended American
business can be assured of that measure of stability and certainty in
respect to those things that may be done and those that are prohibited
which is essential to the life and growth of all business. Such a plan
must include the right of the people to avail themselves of those methods
of combining capital and effort deemed necessary to reach the highest
degree of economic efficiency, at the same time differentiating between
combinations based upon legitimate economic reasons and those formed
with the intent of creating monopolies and artificially controlling prices.

The work of formulating into practical shape such changes is creative
work of the highest order, and requires all the deliberation possible in
the interval. I believe that the amendments to be proposed are just
as necessary in the protection of legitimate business as in the clinching of
the reforms which properly bear the name of my predecessor.

A matter of most pressing importance is the revision of the tariff.
In accordance with the promises of the platform upon which I was
elected, I shall call Congress into extra session to meet on the 15th
day of March, in order that consideration may be at once given to a

i isi ingley Act. This should secure an adequate revenue
and adjust the duties in such a manner as to afford to labor and to
all industries in this country, whether of the farm, mine or factory,
protection by tariff equal to the difference between the cost of pro-
duction abroad and the cost of production here, and have a provision
which shall put into force, upon executive determination of certain
facts, a higher or maximum tariff against those countries whose trade
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policy toward us equitably vequiren such discrimination. It is thought
that there has been such u change in conditions since the enactment
of the Dingley Act, drafted on a similarly protective principle, that the
measure of the tariff above stated will permit the reduction of rates
in certain schedules and will require the advancement of few, if any.

The proposal to revise the tariff made in such an authoritative way
i to lead the business community to count upon it necessarily halts all
those branches of business directly affected; and as these are most im-
portant, it disturbs the whole business of the country. It is imperatively
necessary, therefore, that a tariff bill be drawn in good faith in accord-
ance with promises made before the election by the party in power, and
as promptly passed as due consideration will permit. It is not that the
tariff is more important in the long run than the perfecting of the reforms
in respect to antitrust legislation and interstate commerce regulation,
but the need for action when the revision of the tariff has been determined
upon is more immediate to avoid embarrassment of business. To secure
the needed speed in the passage of the tariff bill, it would seem wise to
attempt no other legislation at the extra session. I venture this as a
suggestion only, for the course to be taken by Congress, upon the call of
the Executive, is wholly within its discretion.

In the making of a tariff bill the prime motive is taxation and the
securing thereby of a revenue. Due largely to the business depression
which followed the financial panic of 1907, the revenue from customs
and other sources has decreased to such an extent that the ex-
penditures for the current fiscal year will exceed the receipts by $100,-
000,000. It is imperative that such a deficit shall not continue, and the
framers of the tariff bill must, of course, have in mind the total reve-
nues likely to be produced by it and so arrange the duties as to secure
an adequate income. Should it be impossible to do so by import du-
tles, new kinds of taxation must be adopted, and among these I recom-
mend a graduated inheritance tax as correct in principle and as cer-
tain and easy of collection.

The obligation on the part of those responsible for the expenditures
made to carry on the Government, to be as economical as possible, and
to make the burden of taxation as light as possible, is plain, and
should be affirmed in every declaration of government policy. This is
especially true when we are face to face with a heavy deficit. But when
the desire to win the popular approval leads to the cutting off of ex-
penditures really needed to make the Government effective and to
enable it to accomplish its proper objects, the result is as much to be
condemned as the waste of government funds in unnecessary expendi-

ture. The scope of a modern government in what i _and_ought N\ 2
tir accofplish Tor 1 € has been widened far beyond the prin- (

¢iples laid down by the old “laissez faire” school of political writers,

and this wnacnmg'ﬁ'r as met popular approval.
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In the Department of Agriculture the use of scientific experiments
on a large scale and the spread of information derived from them for
the improvement of general agriculture must go on.

The importance of supervising business of great railways and indus-
trial combinations and the necessary investigation and prosecution
of unlawful business methods are another necessary tax upon Govern-
ment which did not exist half a century ago.

The putting into force of laws which shall secure the conservation
of our resources, so far as they may be within the jurisdiction of the
Federal Government, including the most important work of saving and
restoring our forests and the great improvement of waterways,
are all proper government functions which must involve large expendi-
ture if properly performed. While some of them, like the reclama-
tion of arid lands, are made to pay for themselves, others are of such
an indirect benefit that this cannot be expected of them. A perma-
nent improvement, like the Panama Canal, should be treated as a
distinct enterprise, and should be paid for by the proceeds of bonds,
the issue of which will distribute its cost between the present and
future generations in accordance with the benefits derived. It may
well be submitted to the serious consideration of Congress whether
the deepening and control of the channel of a great river system, like
that of the Ohio or of the Mississippi, when definite and practical plans
for the enterprise have been approved and determined upon, should
not be provided for in the same way.

Then, too, there are expenditures of Government absolutely neces-
sary if our country is to maintain its proper place among the nations
of the world, and is to exercise its proper influence in defense of its
own trade interests in the maintenance of traditional American policy
against the colonization of European monarchies in this hemisphere,
and in the promotion of peace and international morality. I refer to
the cost of maintaining a proper army, a proper navy, and suitable
fortifications upon the mainland of the United States and in its de-
pendencies.

We should have an army so organized and so officered as to be capa-
ble in time of emergency, in cooperation with the national militia and
under the provisions of a proper national volunteer law, rapidly to ex-
pand into a force sufficient to resist all probable invasion from abroad
and to furnish a respectable expeditionary force if necessary in the
maintenance of our traditional American policy which bears the name
of President Monroe.

Our fortifications are yet in a state of only partial completeness,
and the number of men to man them is insufficient. In a few years
however, the usual annual appropriations for our coast defenses, both
on the mainland and in the dependencies, will make them sufficient
to resist all direct attack, and by that time we may hope that the men
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to man them will be provided as a necessary adjunct. The distance
of our shores from Furope and Asia of course reduces the necessity
for maintaining under arms a great army, but it does not take away
the requirement of mere prudence—that we should have an army suffi-
ciently large and so constituted as to form a nucleus out of which a
suitable force can quickly grow.

What has been said of the army may be affirmed in even a more
emphatic way of the navy. A modern navy can not be improvised.
It must be built and in existence when the emergency arises which
calls for its use and operation. My distinguished predecessor has in
many speeches and messages set out with great force and striking language
the necessity for maintaining a strong navy commensurate with the
coast line, the governmental resources, and the foreign trade of our
Nation; and I wish to reiterate all the reasons which he has presented
in favor of the policy of maintaining a strong navy as the best conservator
of our peace with other nations, and the best means of securing respect
for the assertion of our rights, the defense of our interests, and the
exercise of our influence in international matters.

Our international policy is always to promote peace. We shall
enter into any war with a full consciousness of the awful consequences
that it always entails, whether successful or not, and we, of course,
shall make every effort consistent with national honor and the highest
national interest to avoid a resort to arms. We favor every instru-
mentality, like that of the Hague Tribunal and arbitration treaties
made with a view to its use in all international controversies, in order
to maintain peace and to avoid war. But we should be blind to exist-
ing conditions and should allow ourselves to become foolish idealists
if we did not realize that, with all the nations of the world armed and
prepared for war, we must be ourselves in a similar condition, in order
to prevent other nations from taking advantage of us and of our inability
to defend our interests and assert our rights with a strong hand.

In the international controversies that are likely to arise in the Orient
growing out of the question of the open door and other issues the United
States can maintain her interests intact and can secure respect for her
just demands. She will not be able to do so, however, if it is understood
that she never intends to back up her assertion of right and her defense
of her interest by anything but mere verbal protest and diplomatic note.
For these reasons the expenses of the army and navy and of coast defenses
should always be considered as something which the Government must
pay for, and they should not be cut off through mere consideration of
economy. Our Government is able to afford a suitable army and a
suitable navy. It may maintain them without the slightest danger to
the Republic or the cause of free institutions, and fear of additional
taxation ought not to change a proper policy in this regard.
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The policy of the United States in the Spanish war and since has
given it a position of influence among the nations that it never had be-
fore, and should be constantly exerted to securing to its bona fide citizens,
whether native or naturalized, respect for them as such in foreign coun-
tries. We should make every effort to prevent humiliating and degrad-
ing prohibition against any of our citizens wishing temporarily to sojourn
in foreign countries because of race or religion.

The admission of Asiatic immigrants who cannot be amalgamated
with our population has been made the subject either of prohibitory
clauses in our treaties and statutes or of strict administrative regulation
secured by diplomatic negotiation. I sincerely hope that we may con-
tinue to minimize the evils likely to arise from such immigration with-
out unnecessary friction and by mutual concessions between self-respect-
ing governments. Meantime we must take every precaution to prevent,
or failing that, to punish outbursts of race feeling among our people
against foreigners of whatever nationality who have by our grant a
treaty right to pursue lawful business here and to be protected against
lawless assault or injury.

This leads me to point out a serious defect in the present federal
jurisdiction, which ought to be remedied at once. Having assured to
other countries by treaty the protection of our laws for such of their
subjects or citizens as we permit to come within our jurisdiction, we
now leave to a state or a city, not under the control of the Federal
Government, the duty of performing our international obligations in
this respect. By proper legislation we may, and ought to, place in the
hands of the Federal Executive the means of enforcing the treaty
rights of such aliens in the courts of the Federal Government. It
puts our Government in a pusillanimous position to make definite en-
gagements to protect aliens and then to excuse the failure to perform
those engagements by an explanation that the duty to keep them is in
States or cities, not within our control. If we would promise we must
put ourselves in a position to perform our promise. We cannot permit
the possible failure of justice, due to local prejudice in any State or
municipal government, to expose us to the risk of a war which might
be avoided if federal jurisdiction was asserted by suitable legislation
by Congress and carried out by proper proceedings instituted by the
Executive in the courts of the National Government.

One of the reforms to be carried out during the incoming adminis-
tration is a change of our monetary and banking laws, so as t, €

re elasticity i of cu avai r_trade and to

prevent_the limitations of law _from operating to increase the embar=
rassment of a financial panic. The monetary commission, lately ap-
pointed, is giving full consideration to existing conditions and to all
proposed remedies, and will doubtless suggest one that will meet the
requirements of business and of public interest.
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We may hope that the veport will embody neither the narrow view
of those who believe that the sole purpose of the new system should
be to secure a large return on banking capital or of those who would
have greater expansion of currency with little regard to provisions
for its immediate redemption or ultimate security. There is no sub-
ject of economic discussion so intricate and so likely to evoke differing
views and dogmatic statements as thisone. The commission, in studying
the general influence of currency on business and of business on currency,
have wisely extended their investigations in European banking and
monetary methods. The information that they have derived from such
experts as they have found abroad will undoubtedly be found helpful
in the solution of the difficult problem they have in hand.

The incoming Congress should promptly fulfill the promise of the
Republican platform and pass a proper postal savings bank bill. It will
not be unwise or excessive paternalism. The promise to repay by the
(Government will furnish an inducement to savings deposits which pri-
vate enterprise can not supply and at such a low rate of interest as
not to withdraw custom from existing banks. It will substantially in-
crease the funds available for investment as capital in useful enter-
prises. It will furnish absolute security which makes the proposed
scheme of government guaranty of deposits so alluring, without its
pernicious results.

I sincerely hope that the incoming Congress will be alive, as it should
be, to the importance of our foreign trade and of encouraging it in every
way feasible. The possibility of increasing this trade in the Orient, in
the Philippines, and in South America are known to everyone who has
given the matter attention. The direct effect of free trade between this
country and the Philippines will be marked upon our sales of cottons,
agricultural machinery, and other manufactures. The necessity of the
establishment of direct lines of steamers between North and South
America has been brought to the attention of Congress by my predecessor
and by Mr. Root before and after his noteworthy visit to that continent,
and I sincerely hope that Congress may be induced to see the wisdom of
u tentative effort to establish such lines by the use of mail subsidies.

The importance of the part which the Departments of Agriculture
and of Commerce and Labor may play in ridding the markets of Europe
of prohibitions and discriminations against the importation of our prod-
ucts is fully understood, and it is hoped that the use of the maximum and
minimum feature of our tariff law to be soon passed will be effective to
remove many of those restrictions.

The Panama Canal will have a most important bearing upon the
trade between the eastern and far western sections of our country,
and will greatly increase the facilities for transportation between the
castern and the western seaboard, and may possibly revolutionize the
transcontinental rates with respect to bulky merchandise. It will also

193




have a most beneficial effect to increase the trade between the eastern
seaboard of the United States and the western const of South America,
and, indeed, with some of the important ports on the cast coast of South
America reached by rail from the west coast.

The work on the canal is making most satisfactory progress. The
type of the canal as a lock canal was fixed by Congress after a full
consideration of the conflicting reports of the majority and minority of
the consulting board, and after the recommendation of the War Depart-
ment and the Executive upon those reports. Recent suggestion that
something had occurred on the Isthmus to make the lock type of the
canal less feasible than it was supposed to be when the reports were
made and the policy determined on led to a visit to the Isthmus of a
board of competent engineers to examine the Gatun dam and locks,
which are the key of the lock type. The report of that board shows
nothing has occurred in the nature of newly revealed evidence which
should change the views once formed in the original discussion. The
construction will go on under a most effective organization controlled by
Colonel Goethals and his fellow army engineers associated with him, and
will certainly be completed early in the next administration, if not before.

Some type of canal must be constructed. The lock type has been
selected. We are all in favor of having it built as promptly as possible.
We must not now, therefore, keep up a fire in the rear of the agents
whom we have authorized to do our work on the Isthmus. We must
hold up their hands, and speaking for the incoming administration I
wish to say that I propose to devote all the energy possible and under
my control to pushing of this work on the plans which have been adopted,
and to stand behind the men who are doing faithful, hard work to bring
about the early completion of this, the greatest constructive enterprise
of modern times.

The governments of our dependencies in Porto Rico and the Philip-
pines are progressing as favorably as could be desired. The prosperity
of Porto Rico continues unabated. The business conditions in the
Philippines are not all that we could wish them to be, but with the
passage of the new tariff bill permitting free trade between the United
States and the archipelago, with such limitations on sugar and tobacco
as shall prevent injury to domestic interests in those products, we can
count on an improvement in business conditions in the Philippines and
the development of a mutually profitable trade between this country
and the islands. Meantime our Government in each dependency is
upholding the traditions of civil liberty and increasing popular control
which might be expected under American auspices. The work which
we are doing there redounds to our credit as a nation.

I look forward with hope to increasing the already good feeling be-
tween the South and the other sections of the country. My chief purpose
is not to effect a change in the electoral vote of the Southern States.
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That In a secondary conmlderation,  What 1 look forward to is an increase
in the tolerance of political views of all kinds and their advocacy through-
out the South, and the existence of a respectable political opposition
in every State; even more than this, to an increased feeling on the part
of all the people in the South that this Government is their Government,
und that its officers in their states are their officers.

The consideration of this question can not, however, be complete and
full without reference to the negro race, its progress and its present con-
dition. The thirteenth amendment secured them freedom; the four-
teenth amendment due process of law, protection of property, and the
pursuit of happiness; and the fifteenth amendment attempted to secure
the negro against any deprivation of the privilege to vote because he
was a negro. The thirteenth and fourteenth amendments have been
generally enforced and have secured the objects for which they are in-
tended. While the fifteenth amendment has not been generally observed
in the past, it ought to be observed, and the tendency of Southern
legislation today is toward the enactment of electoral qualifications
which shall square with that amendment. Of course, the mere adop-
tion of a constitutional law is only one step in the right direction. It
must be fairly and justly enforced as well. In time both will come.
fence it is clear to all that the domination of an ignorant, irresponsible
clement can be prevented by constitutional laws which shall exclude
from voting both negroes and whites not having education or other
qualifications thought to be necessary for a proper electorate. The
danger of the control of an ignorant electorate has therefore passed.
With this change, the interest which many of the Southern white citizens
take in the welfare of the negroes has increased. The colored men must
base their hope on the results of their own industry, self-restraint, thrift,
and business success, as well as upon the aid and comfort and sympathy
which they may receive from their white neighbors of the South.

There was a time when Northerners who sympathized with the negro
in his necessary struggle for better conditions sought to give him the
suffrage as a protection to enforce its exercise against the prevailing
sentiment of the South. The movement proved to be a failure. What
remains is the fifteenth amendment to the Constitution and the right to
have statutes of States specifying qualifications for electors subjected
to the test of compliance with that amendment. This is a great protec-
tion to the negro. It never will be repealed, and it never ought to be
repealed. If it had not passed, it might be difficult now to adopt it;
but with it in our fundamental law, the policy of Southern legislation
must and will tend to obey it, and so long as the statutes of the States
meet the test of this amendment and are not otherwise in conflict with
the Constitution and laws of the United States, it is not the disposition
or within the province of the Federal Government to interfere with the
regulation by Southern States of their domestic affairs. There is in the
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South a stronger feeling than ever among the intelligent well-to-do, and
influential element in favor of the industrial education of the negro
and the encouragement of the race to make themsclves useful members
of the community. The progress which the negro has made in the last
fifty years, from slavery, when its statistics are reviewed, is marvelous,
and it furnishes every reason to hope that in the next twenty-five years
a still greater improvement in his condition as a productive member of
society, on the farm, and in the shop, and in other occupations may
come.

The negroes are now Americans. Their ancestors came here years
ago against their will, and this is their only country and their only
flag. They have shown themselves anxious to live for it and to die
for it. Encountering the race feeling against them, subjected at times
to cruel injustice growing out of it, they may well have our profound
sympathy and aid in the struggle they are making. We are charged
with the sacred duty of making their path as smooth and easy as we
can. Any recognition of their distinguished men, any appointment to
office from among their number, is properly taken as an encouragement
and an appreciation of their progress, and this just policy should be
pursued when suitable occasion offers.

But it may well admit of doubt whether, in the case of any race,
an appointment of one of their number to a local office in a community
in which the race feeling is so widespread and acute as to interfere
with the ease and facility with which the local government business
can be done by the appointee is of sufficient benefit by way of en-
couragement to the race to outweigh the recurrence and increase of
race feeling which such an appointment is likely to engender. There-
fore the Executive, in recognizing the negro race by appointments,
must exercise a careful discretion not thereby to do it more harm than
good. On the other hand, we must be careful not to encourage the
mere pretense of race feeling manufactured in the interest of individual
political ambition.

Personally, I have not the slightest race prejudice or feeling, and
recognition of its existence only awakens in my heart a deeper sym-
pathy for those who have to bear it or suffer from it, and I question
the wisdom of a policy which is likely to increase it. Meantime, if
nothing is done to prevent it, a better feeling between the negroes
and the whites in the South will continue to grow, and more and more
of the white people will come to realize that the future of the South is
to be much benefited by the industrial and intellectual progress of the
negro. The exercise of political franchises by those of this race who are
intelligent and well to do will be acquiesced in, and the right to vote
will be withheld only from the ignorant and irresponsible of both races.

There is one other matter to which I shall refer. It was made the
subject of great controversy during the election and calls for at least
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i passing reference now, My distinguished predecessor has given
much attention to the causc of labor, with whose struggle for better
things he has shown the sincerest sympathy. At his instance Congress
has passed the bill fixing the liability of interstate carriers to their
employees for injury sustained in the course of employment, abolish-
ing the rule of fellow-servant and the common-law rule as to con-
tributory negligence, and substituting therefor the so-called rule of
“comparative negligence.” It has also passed a law fixing the com-
pensation of government employees for injuries sustained in the employ
of the Government through the negligence of the superior. It has
also passed a model child-labor law for the District of Columbia. In
previous administrations an arbitration law for interstate commerce rail-
roads and their employees, and laws for the application of safety devices
to save the lives and limbs of employees of interstate railroads had been
passed. Additional legislation of this kind was passed by the outgoing
Jongress,

I wish to say that insofar as I can I hope to promote the enact-
ment of further legislation of this character. I am strongly convinced
that the Government should make itself as responsible to employees in-
jured in its employ as an interstate-railway corporation is made re-
sponsible by federal law to its employees; and I shall be glad, when-
ever any additional reasonable safety device can be invented to reduce
the loss of life and limb among railway employees, to urge Congres
to require its adoption by interstate railways.

Another labor question has arisen which has awakened the most
excited discussion. That is in respect to the power of the federal courts
to issue injunctions in industrial disputes. As to that, my convictions
are fixed. Take away from the courts, if it could be taken away,
the power to issue injunctions in labor disputes, and it would create
a privileged class among the laborers and save the lawless among their
number from a most needful remedy available to all men for the pro-
tection of their business against lawless invasion. The proposition that
business is not a property or pecuniary right which can be protected by
equitable injunction is utterly without foundation in precedent or reason.
The proposition is usually linRed with one to make the secondary boycott
lawful. Such a proposition is at variance with the American instinct,
and will find no support, in my judgment, when submitted to the Ameri-
can people. The secondary boycott is an instrument of tyranny, and
ought not to be made legitimate.

The issue of a temporary restraining order without notice has in
several instances been abused by its inconsiderate exercise, and to
remedy this the platform upon which I was elected recommends the
formulation in a statute of the conditions under which such a tem-
porary restraining order ought to issue. A statute can and ought to
be framed to embody the best modern practice, and can bring the sub-
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ject so closely to the attention of the court as to make abuses of the
process unlikely in the future. The American people, il I understand
them, insist that the authority of the courts shall be sustained, and are
opposed to any change in the procedure by which the powers of a court
may be weakened and the fearless and effective administration of justice
be interfered with.

Having thus reviewed the questions likely to recur during my admin-
istration, and having expressed in a summary way the position which
I expect to take in recommendations to Congress and in my conduct
as an Executive, I invoke the considerate sympathy and support of my
fellow-citizens and the aid of the Almighty God in the discharge of my
responsible duties.
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Woodrow W:ilson

INAUGURAL ADDRESS

MarcH 4, 1913

There has been a change of government. It began two years ago,
when the House of Representatives became Democratic by a decisive
majority. It has now been completed. The Senate about to assemble
will also be Democratic. The offices of President and Vice-President
have been put into the hands of Democrats. What does the change
mean? That is the question that is uppermost in our minds to-day.
That is the question I am going to try to answer, in order, if I may,
to interpret the occasion.

It means much more than the mere success of a party. The success

ong_pmhe Nation is using that party for
a arﬁc and definite purpose. No one can mistake the purpose for which
the Nation now seeks to use the Democratic Party. It seeks to use it

to interpret a change in its own plans and point of view. Some old
things with which we had grown familiar, and which had begun to creep
into the very habit of our thought and of our lives, have altered their
aspect as we have latterly looked critically upon them, with fresh, awak-
ened eyes; have dropped their disguises and shown themselves alien
and sinister. Some new things, as we look frankly upon them, willing
to comprehend their real character, have come to assume the aspect
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of things long believed in and familiar, stuff of our own convictions.
We have been refreshed by a new insight into our own life.

We see that in many things that life is very great. It is incomparably
great in its material aspects, in its body of wealth, in the diversity and
sweep of its energy, in the industries which have been conceived and
built up by the genius of individual men and the limitless enterprise
of groups of men. It is great, also, very great, in its moral force.
Nowhere else in the world have noble men and women exhibited in
more striking forms the beauty and the energy of sympathy and help-
fulness and counsel in their efforts to rectify wrong, alleviate suffering,
and set the weak in the way of strength and hope. We have built up,
moreover, a great system of government, which has stood through a
long age as in many respects a model for those who seek to set liberty
upon foundations that will endure against fortult_o_gs_m_gwt
storm and accident. Our life contams every great thing, and contains it
in rich abundance.

But the evil b.as come with the good, and much fine gold has been
corroded.  With riches has come inexcusable waste. We have squan-
defed a great part of what we might have used, and have not stopped
to conserve the exceeding bounty of nature, without which our genius
for enterprise would have been worthless and impotent, scorning to be
careful, shamefully prodigal as well as admirably efficient. We have
been proud of our industrial achievements, but we have not hitherto
stopped thoughtfully enough to count the human cost, the cost of lives
snuffed out, of energies overtaxed and broken, the fearful physical
and spiritual cost to the men and women and children upon whom
the dead weight and burden of it all has fallen pitilessly the years
through. The groans and agony of it all had not yet reached our
ears, the solemn, moving undertone of our life, coming up out of the
mines and factories, and out of every home where the struggle had
its intimate and familiar seat. With the great Government went many
deep secret things which we too long delayed to look into and scrutinize
with candid, fearless eyes. The great Government we loved has too
often been made use of for private and selfish purposes, and those who
used it had forgotten the people.

At last a vision has been vouchsafed us of our life as a whole. We
see the bad with the good, the debased and decadent with the sound
and vital. With this vision we approach new affairs. Our duty is to
cleanse, to reconsider, to restore, to correct the evil without impairing
the good, to purify and humanize. every process of our common life
without weakening or sentimentalizing it. There has been something
crude and heartless and unfeeling in our haste to succeed and be great.
Our thought has been “Let every man look out for himself, let every
generation look out for itself,” while we reared giant machinery which
made it impossible that any but those who stood at the levers of contro]
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should have u chance (o look out for themselves.  We had not forgotten
our morals. We remembered well enough that we had set up a policy
which was meant to serve the humblest as well as the most powerful,
with an eye single to the standards of justice and fair play, and remem-
bered it with pride. But we were very heedless and in a hurry to be

AVE sober second thought. The scales of heed-
lessniess have fallen from our cyes We have made up our minds to
quare every process of our national life again with the standards we
so proudly set up at the beginning and have always carried at our
hearts. Our work is a work of restoration.

We have itemized with some degree of particularity the things that
ought to be altered and here are some of the chief items: A tariff
which cuts us off from our proper part in the commerce of the world,
violates the just principles of taxation, and makes the Government a
facile instrument in the hand of private interests; a banking and cur-
rency system based upon the necessity of the Government to sell its
bonds fifty years ago and perfectly adapted to concentrating cash and
restricting credits; an industrial system which, take it on all its sides,
financial as well as administrative, holds capital in leading strings,
restricts the liberties and limits the opportunities of labor, and ex-
ploits without renewing or conserving the natural resources of the
country; a body of agricultural activities never yet given the efficiency
of great business undertakings or served as it should be through the
Instrumentality of science taken directly to the farm, or afforded the
facilities of credit best suited to its practical needs; watercourses un-
developed, waste places unreclaimed, forests untended, fast disappear-
Ing without plan or prospect of renewal, unregarded waste heaps at
every mine. We have studied as perhaps no other nation has the
most effective means of production, but we have not studied cost or
economy as we should either as organizers of industry, as statesmen,
or as individuals.

Nor have we studied and perfected the means by which government
may be put at the service of humanity, in safeguarding the health of
the Nation, the health of its men and its women and its children, as
well as their rights in the struggle for existence. This is no sentimental
duty. The firm basis of government is justice, not pity. These are
matters of justice. There can be no equality or opportunity, the first
ewsential of justice in the body politic, if men and women and children
he not shielded in their lives, their very vitality, from the consequences
of great industrial and social processes which they can not alter, control,
or singly cope with. Society must see to it that it does not itself crush
or weaken or damage 1ts own constitutent parts. Lhe first duty of law
I to keep sound the soci es. Sanitary laws, pure food Iiws,
and laws determining conditions of labor which individuals are power-
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less to determine for themselves are intimate parts of the very business
of justice and legal efficiency.

These are some of the things we ought to do, and not leave the
others undone, the old-fashioned, never-to-be-neglected, fundamental
safeguarding of property and of individual right. This is the high
enterprise of the new day: To lift everything that concerns our life
as a Nation to the light that shines from the hearthfire of every man’s
conscience and vision of the right. It is inconceivable that we should
do this as partisans; it is inconceivable we should do it in ignorance
of the facts as they are or in blind haste. We shall restore, not de-
stroy. We shall deal with our economic system as it is and as it may
be modified, not as it might be if we had a clean sheet of paper to
write upon; and step by step we shall make it what it should be, in
the spirit of those who question their own wisdom and seek counsel and
knowledge, not shallow self-satisfaction or the excitement of excursions
whither they can not tell. Justice, and only justice, shall always be
our motto.

And yet it will be no cool process of mere science. The Nation has
been deeply stirred, stirred by a solemn passion, stirred by the knowledge
of wrong, of ideals lost, of government too often debauched and made
an instrument of evil. The feelings with which we face this new age
of right and opportunity sweep across our heartstrings like some air out
of God’s own presence, where justice and mercy are reconciled and the
judge and the brother are one. We know our task to be no mere task
of politics but a task which shall search us through and through, whether
we be able to understand our time and the need of our people, whether
we be indeed their spokesmen and interpreters, whether we have the pure
heart to comprehend and the rectified will to choose our high course of
action.

\\ This is not a day of triumph; it is a day of dedication. Here muster,

not the forces of party, but thE forces of humanity. Menmm

dpotrussmen's Hives Kang in the bala

say what we will do.  Who shall live up to the great frust?._Who dares

fail to try? T summon all honest men, all patriotic, all forward-looking
ien, to my side. God helping me, I will not fail them, if they will but

counsel and sustain me ! [y
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the balance; men’s hopes call upon us to

SECOND INAUGURAL ADDRESS
MARrcH 5, 1917

My Fellow Citizens:

The four years which have elapsed since last I stood in this place
have been crowded with counsel and action of the most vital interest
and consequence. Perhaps no equal period in our history has been so
fruitful of important reforms in our economic and industrial life or
so full of significant changes in the spirit and purpose of our political
action. We have sought very thoughtfully to set our house in order,
correct the grosser errors and abuses of our industrial life, liberate and
quicken the processes of our national genius and energy, and lift our
politics to a broader view of the people’s essential interests,

It is a record of singular variety and singular distinction. But 1
shall not attempt to review it. It speaks for itself and will be of increas-
ing influence as the years go by. This is not the time for retrospect.
It is time rather to speak our thoughts and purposes concerning the
present and the immediate future.

Although we have centered counsel and action with such unusual
concentration and success upon the great problems of domestic legisla-
tion to which we addressed ourselves four years ago, other matters
have more and more forced themselves upon our attention—matters
lying outside our own life as a nation and over which we had no con-
trol, but which, despite our wish to keep free of them, have drawn
us more and more irresistibly into their own current and influence.

It has been impossible to avoid them. They have affected the life
of the whole world. They have shaken men everywhere with a passion
and an apprehension they never knew before. It has been hard to
preserve calm counsel while the thought of our own people swayed this
way and that under their influence. We are a composite and cos-
mopolitan people. We are of the blood of all the nations that are at
war. The currents of our thoughts as well as the currents of our trade
run quick at all seasons back and forth between us and them. The
war inevitably set its mark from the first alike upon our minds, our
industries, our commerce, our politics and our social action. To be
indifferent to it, or independent of it, was out of the question.
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And yet all the while we have heen conscionn that we were not part
of it. In that consciousness, despite many divisions, we have drawn
closer together. We have been deeply wronged upon the seas, but we
have not wished to wrong or injure in return; have retained throughout
the consciousness of standing in some sort apart, intent upon an interest
that transcended the immediate issues of the war itself.

As some of the injuries done us have become intolerable we have still
been clear that we wished nothing for ourselves that we were not ready to
demand for all mankind—fair dealing, justice, the freedom to live and
to be at ease against organized wrong.

It is in this spirit and with this thought that we have grown more
and more aware, more and more certain that the part we wished to
play was the part of those who mean to vindicate and fortify peace.
We have been obliged to arm ourselves to make good our claim to a
certain minimum of right and of freedom of action. We stand firm
in armed neutrality since it seems that in no other way we can demon-
strate what it is we insist upon and cannot forget. We may even be
drawn on, by circumstances, not by our own purpose or desire, to a
more active assertion of our rights as we see them and a more imme-
diate association with the great struggle itself. But nothing will alter
our thought or our purpose. They are too clear to be obscured. They
are too deeply rooted in the principles of our national life to be altered.
We desire neither conquest nor advantage. We wish nothing that can
be had only at the cost of another people. We always professed un-
selfish purpose and we covet the opportunity to prove our professions
are sincere.

There are many things still to be done at home, to clarify our own
politics and add new vitality to the industrial processes of our own life,
and we shall do them as time and opportunity serve, but we realize
that the greatest things that remain to be done must be done with the
whole world for stage and in co-operation with the wide and universal
forces of mankind, and we are making our spirits ready for those things.

We are provincials no longer. The tragic events of the thirty
months of vital turmoil through which we have just passed have made
us citizens of the world. There can be no turning back. Our own
fortunes as a nation are involved whether we would have it so or not.

And yet we are not the less Americans on that account. We shall
be the more American if we but remain true to the principles in which
we have been bred. They are not the principles of a province or of a
single continent. We have known and boasted all along that they
were the principles of a liberated mankind. These, therefore, are the
things we shall stand for, whether in war or in peace:

“That all nations are equally interested in the peace of the world
and in the political stability of free peoples, and equally responsible for
their maintenance; that the essential principle of peace is the actual
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equality of nations in all matters of right or privilege; that peace cannot
securely or justly rest upon an armed balance of power; that governments
derive all their just powers from the consent of the governed and that
no other powers should be supported by the common thought, purpose or
power of the family of nations; that the seas should be equally free and
wife for the use of all peoples, under rules set up by common agreement
and consent, and that, so far as practicable, they should be accessible to
all upon equal terms; that national armaments shall be limited to the
necessities of national order and domestic safety; that the community of
interest and of power upon which peace must henceforth depend imposes
upon each nation the duty of seeing to it that all influences proceeding
from jts own citizens meant to encourage or assist revolution in other
states should be sternly and effectually suppressed and prevented.

I need not argue these principles to you, my fellow countrymen;
they are your own, part and parcel of your own thinking and your
own motives in affairs. They spring up native amongst us. Upon this
a8 a platform of purpose and of action we can stand together, And it
is imperative that we should stand together. We are being forged into
a new unity amidst the fires that now blaze throughout the world, In
their ardent heat we shall, in God’s Providence, let us hope, he purged
of faction and division, purified of the errant humors of party and of
private interest, and shall stand forth in the days to come with a new
dignity of national pride and spirit. Let each man see to it that the
dedication is in his own heart, the high purpose of the nation in his
nwn mind, ruler of his own will and desire.

I stand here and have taken the high and solemn oath to which you
have been audience because the people of the United States have chosen
me for this august delegation of power and have by their gracious judg-
ment named me their leader in affairs.

I know now what the task means. I realize to the full the respon-
albility which it involves. I pray God I may be given the wisdom and
the prudence to do my duty in the true spirit of this great people. I
am their servant and can succeed only as they sustain and guide me by
their confidence and their counsel. The thing I shall count upon, the
thing without which neither counsel nor action will avail, is the unity of
America—an America united in feeling, in purpose and in its vision
of duty, of opportunity and of service.

We are to beware of all men who would turn the tasks and the
necessities of the nation to their own private profit or use them for the
building up of private power.

United alike in the conception of our duty and in the high resolve
lo perform it in the face of all men, let us dedicate ourselves to the
jreat task to which we must now set our hand. For myself I beg your
tolerance, your countenance and your united aid.
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The shadows that now lie dark upon our path will soon be dispelled,
and we shall walk with the light all about us if we be but true to our-

| selves—to ourselves as we have wished to be known in the counsels of
the world and in the thought of all those who love liberty and justice
and the right exalted. R
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Warren G. Harding

INAUGURAL ADDRESS
MarcH 4, 1921

My Countrymen:

When one surveys the world about him after the great storm, noting
the marks of destruction and yet rejoicing in the ruggedness of the things
which withstood it, if he is an American he breathes the clarified atmos-
phere with a strange mingling of regret and new hope. We have seen
u world passion spend its fury, but we contemplate our Republic un-
shaken, and hold our civilization secure. Liberty—liberty within the
law—and civilization are inseparable, and though both were threatened
we find them now secure; and there comes to Americans the profound
amurance that our representative government is the highest expression
and surest guaranty of both.

Standing in this presence, mindful of the solemnity of this occasion,
feeling the emotions which no one may know until he senses the great
weight of responsibility for himself, I must utter my belief in the divine
Inspiration of the founding fathers. Surely there must have been God’s
intent in the making of this new-world Republic. Ours is an organic
hwWhich had but one ambiguity, and we saw that effaced in a baptism
of sacrifice and blood, with union maintained, the Nation supreme, and
its concord inspiring. We have seen the world rivet its hopeful gaze
on the great truths on which the founders wrought. We have seen civil,
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human, and religious liberty verified and glorified. In the beginning
the Old World scoffed at our experiment; today our foundations of
political and social belief stand unshaken, a precious inheritance to
ourselves, an inspiring example of freedom and civilization to all man-
kind. Let us express renewed and strengthened devotion, in grateful
reverence for the immortal beginning, and utter our confidence in the
supreme fulfillment.

The recorded progress of our Republic, materially and spiritually,
in itself proves the wisdom of the inherited policy of non-involvement
in Old World affairs. Confident of our ability to work out our own
destiny, and jealously guarding our right to do so, we seek no }‘)art in
directing the destinies of the Old World. We do not mean to be en-
tangled. We will accept no responsibility except as our own conscience
and judgment, in each instance, may determine.

Our eyes never will be blind to a developing menace, our ears never
deaf to the call of civilization. We recognize the new order in the
world, with the closer contacts which progress has wrought. We sense
the call of the human heart for fellowship, fraternity, and co-operation.
We crave friendship and harbor no hate. But America, our America,
the America builded on the foundation laid by the inspired fathers, can
be a party to no permanent military alliance. It can enter into no
political commitments, nor assume any economic obligations which will
subject our decisions to any other than our own authority.

I am sure our own people will not misunderstand, nor will the world
misconstrue. We have no thought to impede the paths to closer rela-
tionship. We wish to promote understanding. We want to do our part
in making offensive warfare so hateful that Governments and peoples
who resort to it must prove the righteousness of their cause or stand as
outlaws before the bar of civilization.

We are ready to associate ourselves with the nations of the world,
great and small, for conference, for counsel; to seek the expressed views
of world opinion; to recommend a way to approximate disarmament and
relieve the crushing burdens of military and naval establishments. We
elect to participate in suggesting plans for mediation, conciliation, and
arbitration, and would gladly join in that expressed conscience of
progress, which seeks to clarify and write the laws of international
relationship, and establish a world court for the disposition of such
justiciable questions as nations are agreed to submit thereto. In ex-
pressing aspirations, in seeking practical plans, in translating humanity’s
new concept of righteousness and justice and its hatred of war into
recommended action we are ready most heartily to unite, but every
commitment must be made in the exercise of our national sovereignty.
Since freedom impelled, and independence inspired, and nationality
exalted, a world supergovernment is contrary to everything we cherish
and can have no sanction by our Republic. This is not selfishness, it is
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sanctity, It v not aloofness, it is security, It is not suspicion of others,
it is patriotic adherence to the things which made us what we are.

Today, better than ever before, we know the aspirations of human-
kind, and share them. We have come to a new realization of our place
in the world and a new appraisal of our Nation by the world. The
unselfishness of these United States is a thing proven; our devotion to
peace for ourselves and for the world is well established; our concern
for preserved civilization has had its impassioned and heroic expression.
There was no American failure to resist the attempted reversion of
civilization ; there will be no failure today or tomorrow.

The success of our popular government rests wholly upon the correct
interpretation of the deliberate, intelligent, dependable popular will of
America. In a deliberate questioning of a suggested change of national
policy, where internationality was to supersede nationality, we turned
to a referendum, to the American people. There was ample discussion,
and there is a public madate in manifest understanding.

America is ready to encourage, eager to initiate, anxious to participate
in any seemly program likely to lessen the probability of war, and pro-
mote that brotherhood of mankind which must be God's highest con-
ception of human relationship. Because we cherish ideals of justice and
peace, because we appraise international comity and helpful relation-
ship no less highly than any people of the world, we aspire to a high
place in the moral leadership of civilization, and we hold a maintained
America, the proven Republic, the unshaken temple of representative
democracy, to be not only an inspiration and example, but the highest
agency of strengthening good will and promoting accord on both con-
tinents.

Mankind needs a world-wide benediction of understanding. It is
needed among individuals, among peoples, among governments, and it
will inaugurate an era of good feeling to make the birth of a new order.
In such understanding men will strive confidently for the promotion of
their better relationships and nations will promote the comities so
essential to peace.

We must understand that ties of trade bind nations in closest intimacy,
and none may receive except as he gives. We have not strengthened
ours in accordance with our resources or our genius, notably on our own
continent, where a galaxy of Republics reflects the glory of new-world
democracy, but in the new order of finance and trade we mean to pro-
mote enlarged activities and seek expanded confidence.

Perhaps we can make no more helpful contribution by example than
prove a Republic’s capacity to emerge from the wreckage of war. While
the world’s embittered travail did not leave us devastated lands nor
desolated cities, left no gaping wounds, no breast with hate, it did
Involve us in the delirium of expenditure, in expanded currency and
credits, in unbalanced industry, in unspeakable waste, and disturbed
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relationships. While it uncovered our portion of hateful selfishness at
home, it also revealed the heart of America us sound and fearless, and
beating in confidence unfailing.

Amid it all we have riveted the gaze of all civilization to the unselfish-

ness and the righteousness of representative democracy, where our free-
dom never has made offensive warfare, never has sought territorial
aggrandizement through force, never has turned to the arbitrament of
arms until reason has been exhausted. When the Governments of the
earth shall have established a freedom like our own and shall have
sanctioned_the pursuit of peace as we have practiced jt, I believe the
last sorrow and the final sacrifice of international warfare will have been
Titten. - B s
“TLet me speak to the maimed and wounded soldiers who are present
today, and through them convey to their comrades the gratitude of the
Republic for their sacrifices in its defense. A generous country will
never forget the services you rendered, and you may hope for a policy
under Government that will relieve any maimed successors from taking
your places on another such occasion as this.

Our supreme task is the resumption of our onward, normal way.
Reconstruction, readjustment, restoration—all these must follow. I
would like to hasten them. If it will lighten the spirit and add to the
resolution with which we take up the task, let me repeat for our Nation,
we shall give no people just cause to make war upon us; we hold no
national prejudices; we entertain no spirit of revenge; we do not hate;
we do not covet; we dream of no conquest, nor boast of armed prowess.

If, despite this attitude, war is again forced upon us, I earnestly hope
a way may be found which will unify our individual and collective
strength and consecrate all America, materially and spiritually, body
and soul, to national defense. I can vision the ideal republic, where
every man and woman is called under the flag for assignment to duty
for whatever service, military or civic, the individual is best fitted;
where we may call t% universal service eyery plant, agency, or facility,
all in the sublime sacrifice for country, and not one penny of war profit
shall inure to the benefit of private individual, corporation, or combina-
tion, but all above the normal shall flow into the defense chest of the
Nation. There is something inherently wrong, something out of accord
with the ideals of representative democracy, when one portion of our
citizenship turns its activities to private gain amid defensive war while
another is fighting, sacrificing, or dying for national preservation.

Out of such universal service will come a new unity of spirit and
purpose, a new confidence and consecration, which would make our
defense impregnable, our triumph assured. Then we should have little
or no disorganization of our economic, industrial, and commercial
systems at home, no staggering war debts, no swollen fortunes to flout
the sacrifices of our soldiers, no excuse for sedition, no pitiable slacker-
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ism, no outrage of tresson,  Envy and jealousy would have no soil for
their menacing development, and revolution would be without the
passion which engender it

A regret for the mistakes of yesterday must not, however, blind us to
the tasks of today. War never left such an aftermath. There has been
staggering loss of life and measureless wastage of materials. Nations
are still groping for return to stable ways. Discouraging indebtedness
confronts us like all the war-torn nations, and these obligations must
be provided for. No civilization can survive repudiation.

We can reduce the abnormal expenditures, and we will. We can
strike at war taxation, and we must. We must face the grim necessity,
with full knowledge that the task is to be solved, and we must proceed
with a full realization that no statute enacted by man can repeal the
inexorable laws of nature. Our most dangerous tendency is to expect
too much of government, and at the same time do for it too little.

We contemplate the immediate task of putting our public household
in order. We need a rigid and yet sane economy, combined with fiscal
justice, and it must be attended by individual prudence and thrift,
which are so essential to this trying hour and reassuring for the future.

The business world reflects the disturbance of war’s reaction. Herein
flows the lifeblood of material existence. The economic mechanism is
intricate and its parts interdependent, and has suffered the shocks and
jarsincident to abnormal demands, credit inflations, and price upheavals.
The normal balances have been impaired, the channels of distribution
have been clogged, the relations of labor and management have been
strained. We must seek the readjustment with care and courage. Our
people must give and take. Prices must reflect the receding fever of
war activities. Perhaps we never shall know the old levels of wages
again, because war invariably readjusts compensations, and the neces-
saries of life will show their inseparable relationship, but we must
strive for normalcy to reach stability. All the penalties will not be
light, nor evenly distributed. There is no way of making them so.
There is no instant step from disorder to order. We must face a
condition of grim reality, charge off our losses and start afresh. It is
the oldest lesson of civilization. I would like government to do all it
can to mitigate; then, in understanding, in mutuality of interest, in
concern for the common good, our tasks will be solved. No altered
system will work a miracle. Any wild experiment will only add to the
confusion. Our best assurance lies in efficient administration of our
proven system.

The forward course of the business cycle is unmistakable. Peoples
are turning from destruction to production. Industry has sensed the
¢changed order and our own people are turning to resume their normal,
onward way. The call is for productive America to go on. I know
that Congress and the Administration will favor every wise Government
policy to aid the resumption und encourage continued progress.
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I speak for administrative efficiency, for lightened tax burdens, for
sour.ld commercial practices, for adequate credit facilities, for sympa-
thetic concern for all agricultural problems, for the omission of un-
necessary interference of Government with business, for an end to
Government’s experiment in business, and for more efficient business in
Government administration. With all of this must attend a mindfule
ness of -thc human side of all activities, so that social, industrial, and
economic justice will be squared with the purposes of a righteous people,

With the nation-wide induction of womanhood into our political life,
we may count upon her intuitions, her refinements, her intelligence, and
her influence to exalt the social order. We count upon her exercise of
the full privileges and the performance of the duties of citizenship to
speed the attainment of the highest state.

.I w1sh for an America no less alert in guarding against dangers from
within than it is watchful against enemies from without. Our funda-
mcnta.l law recognizes no class, no group, no section; there must be
none in legislation or administration. The supreme inspiration is the
common weal. Humanity hungers for international peace, and we crave
it w1th' all mankind. My most reverent prayer for America is for
1nd_ust.nal peace, with its rewards, widely and generally distributed,
amid the inspirations of equal opportunity. No one justly may deny
th_e equality of opportunity which made us what we are. We have
mistaken unpreparedness to embrace it to be a challenge of the reality,
and due concern for making all citizens fit for participation will give
added strength of citizenship and magnify our achievement.

If revolution insists upon overturning established order, let other
peoples make the tragic experiment. There is no place for it in America.
Whex} World War threatened civilization we pledged our resources and
our lives to its preservation, and when revolution threatens we unfurl
the flag of law and order and renew our consecration. Ours is a
co.nstit.utional freedom where the popular will is the law supreme and
mmorl.ties are sacredly protected. Our revisions, reformations, and
evolutions reflect a deliberate judgment and an orderly progress, and
we mean to cure our ills, but never destroy or permit destruction by
force.

I h.ad rather submit our industrial controversies to the conference
table in advance than to a settlement table after conflict and suffering,
The carth is thirsting for the cup of good will, understanding is its
fountain source. I would like to acclaim an era of good feeling amid
dependable prosperity and all the blessings which attend.

It has been proved again and again that we cannot, while throwing
our markets open to the world, maintain American standards of living
and opportunity, and hold our industrial eminence in such unequal
competition. There is a luring fallacy in the theory of banished barriers
of trade, but preserved American standards require our higher produg-
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tion conts to be reflected in our tarifTs on imports.  Today, as never
before, when peoples are seeking trade restoration and expansion, we
must adjust our tariffs to the new order. We seek participation in the
world's exchanges, because therein lies our way to widened influence
and the triumphs of peace. We know full well we cannot sell where
we do not buy, and we cannot sell successfully where we do not carry.
()pportunity is calling not alone for the restoration, but for a new era in
production, transportation and trade. We shall answer it best by
meeting the demand of a surpassing home market, by promoting self-
teliance in production, and by bidding enterprise, genius, and efficiency
to carry our cargoes in American bottoms to the marts of the world.
We would not have an America living within and for herself alone,
but we would have her self-reliant, independent, and ever nobler,
stronger, and richer. Believing in our higher standards, reared through
constitutional liberty and maintained opportunity, we invite the world
to the same heights. But pride in things wrought is no reflex of a com-
pleted task. Common welfare is the goal of our national endeavor.
Wealth is not inimical to welfare; it ought to be its friendliest agency.
I'here never can be equality of rewards or possessions so long as the
human plan contains varied talents and differing degrees of industry and
thrift, but ours ought to be a country free from the great blotches of dis-
tressed poverty. We ought to find a way to guard against the perils
and penalties of unemployment. We want an America of homes,
{llumined with hope and happiness, where mothers, freed from the
necessity for long hours of toil beyond their own doors, may preside
nn befits the hearthstone of American citizenship. We want the cradle
of American childhood rocked under conditions so wholesome and so
hopeful that no blight may touch it in its development, and we want to
provide that no selfish interest, no material necessity, no lack of oppor-
tunity shall prevent the gaining of that education so essential to best
titizenship.

There is no short cut to the making of these ideals into glad realities.
T'he world has witnessed again and again the futility and the mischief
of ill-considered remedies for social and economic disorders. But we
are mindful today as never before of the friction of modern industrial-
i, and we must learn its causes and reduce its evil consequences by
sber and tested methods. Where genius has made for great possi-
bilitles, justice and happiness must be reflected in a greater common
welfare.

Service is the supreme commitment of life. I would rejoice to ac-
tlalm the era of the Golden Rule and crown it with the autocracy of
srvice. I pledge an administration wherein all the agencies of Govern-
ment are called to serve, and ever promote an understanding of Gov-
eimment purely as an expression of the popular will.
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One cannot stand in this presence and be unmindful of the tremen-
dous responsibility. The world upheaval has added heavily to our tasks.
But with the realization comes the surge of high resolve, and there is
reassurance in belief in the God-given destiny of our Republic. If I
felt that there is to be sole responsibility in the Executive for the
America of tomorrow I should shrink from the burden. But here are
a hundred millions, with common concern and shared responsibility,
answerable to God and country. The Republic summons them to their
duty, and I invite co-operation.

I accept my part with single-mindedness of purpose and humility of
spirit, and implore the favor and guidance of God in His Heaven. With
these I am unafraid, and confidently face the future.

I have taken the solemn oath of office on that passage of Holy Writ

wherein it is asked: “What doth the Lord require of thee but to a8

Jistly, and fo Tove mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” ~This
*_gﬂght t6 God and country. e eane

Calvin Coolidge

INAUGURAL ADDRESS

MaRrcH 4, 1925

My Countrymen:

No one can contemplate current conditions without finding much
that is satisfying and still more that is encouraging. Our own country
s leading the world in the general readjustment to the results of the
great conflict. Many of its burdens will bear heavily upon us for years,
and the secondary and indirect effects we must expect to experience for
wme time. But we are beginning to comprehend more definitely what
course should be pursued, what remedies ought to be applied, what
nctions should be taken for our deliverance, and are clearly manifesting
i determined will faithfully and conscientiously to adopt these methods
of relief. Already we have sufficiently rearranged our domestic affairs
w0 that confidence has returned, business has revived, and we appear to
be entering an era of prosperity which is gradually reaching into every
part of the Nation. Realizing that we can not live unto ourselyes alone,
we have contributed of our resources and our counsel to the relief of
the suffering and the settlement of the disputes among the European
nations. Because of what America is and what America has done, a
firmer courage, a higher hope, inspires the heart of all humanity.

These results have not occurred by mere chance. They have been
weured by a constant and enlightened effort marked by many sacrifices
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and extending over many generations. We can not continue these
brilliant successes in the future, unless we continue to learn from the
past. It is necessary to keep the former experiences of our country both
at home and abroad continually before us, if we are to have any science
of government. If we wish to erect new structures, we must have a
definite knowledge of the old foundations. We must realize that human
nature is about the most constant thing in the universe and that the
essentials of human relationship do not change. We must frequently
take our bearings from these fixed stars of our political firmament if we
expect to hold a true course. If we examine carefully what we have
done, we can determine the more accurately what we can do.

We stand at the opening of the one hundred and fiftieth year
since our national consciousness first asserted itself by unmistakable
action with an array of force. The old sentiment of detached and
dependent colonies disappeared in the new sentiment of a united
and independent Nation. Men began to discard the narrow confines
of a local charter for the broader opportunities of a national con-
stitution. Under the eternal urge of freedom we became an inde-
pendent Nation. A little less than 50 years later that freedom and
independence were reasserted in the face of all the world, and
guarded, supported, and secured by the Monroe doctrine. The nar-
row fringe of States along the Atlantic seaboard advanced its fron-
tiers across the hills and plains of an intervening continent until it
passed down the golden slope to the Pacificc. We made freedom a
birthright. We extended our domain over distant islands in order
to safeguard our own interests and accepted the consequent obliga-
tion to bestow justice and liberty upon less favored peoples. In the
defense of our own ideals and in the general cause of liberty we
entered the Great War. When victory had been fully secured, we
withdrew to our own shores unrecompensed save in the consciousness
of duty done. i

Throughout all these experiences we have enlarged our freedom,
we have strengthened our independence. We have been, and pro-
pose to be, more and more American. We believe that we can best
serve our own country and most successfully discharge our obliga=
tions to humanity by continuing to be openly and candidly, in-
tensely and scrupulously, American. If we have any heritage, it
has been that. If we have any destiny, we have found it in that
direction.

But if we wish to continue to be distinctively American, we must
continue to make that term comprehensive enough to embrace the
legitimate desires of a civilized and enlightened people determined
in all their relations to pursue a conscientious and religious life. We
can not permit ourselves to be narrowed and dwarfed by slogans and
phrases. It is not the adjective, but the substantive, which is of real
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importance. It in not the name of the action, but the result of the action,
which is the chief concern, It will be well not to be too much disturbed
by the thought of either isolation or entanglement of pacifists and mili-
tarists, The physical configuration of the earth has separated us from
ull of the Old World, but the common brotherhood of man, the highest
law of all our being, has united us by inseparable bonds with all
humanity. Our country represents nothing but peaceful intentions
toward all the earth, but it ought not to fail to maintain such a military
force as comports with the dignity and security of a great people. It
ought to be a balanced force, intensely modern, capable of defense by
wa and land, beneath the surface and in the air. But it should be so
conducted that all the world may see in it, not a menace, but an instru-
ment of security and peace.

This Nation believes thoroughly in an honorable peace under which
the rights of its citizens are to be everywhere protected. It has never
found that the necessary enjoyment of such a peace could be maintained
only by a great and threatening array of arms. In common with other
nations, it is now more determined than ever to promote peace through
friendliness and good will, through mutual understandings and mutual
forbearance. We have never practiced the policy of competitive arma-
ments. We have recently committed ourselves by covenants with the
other great nations to a limitation of our sea power. As one result of
this, our Navy ranks larger, in comparison, than it ever did before.
Removing the burden of expense and jealousy, which must always accrue
from a keen rivalry, is one of the most effective methods of diminishing
that unreasonable hysteria and misunderstanding which are the most
potent means of fomenting war. This policy represents a new departure
in the world. It is a thought, an ideal, which has led to an entitely
new line of action. It will not be easy to maintain. Some never moved
from their old positions, some are constantly slipping back to the old ways
of thought and the old action of seizing a musket and relying on force.
America has taken the lead in this new direction, and that lead America
must continue to hold. If we expect others to rely on our fairness
and justice we must show that we rely on their fairness and justice.

If we are to judge by past experience, there is much to be hoped for
in international relations from frequent conferences and consultations.
We have before us the beneficial results of the Washington conference
and the various consultations recently held upon European affairs, some
of which were in response to our suggestions and in some of which we
were active participants. Even the failures can not but be accounted
useful and an immeasurable advance over threatened or actual warfare.
| am strongly in favor of continuation of this policy, whenever condi-
tions are such that there is even a promise that practical and favorable
tesults might be secured.
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In conformity with the principle that a display of reason rather
than a threat of force should be the determining factor in the inter-
course among nations, we have long advocated the peaceful settle-
ment of disputes by methods of arbitration and have negotiated many
treaties to secure that result. The same considerations should lead
to our adherence to the Permanent Court of International Justice.
Where great principles are involved, where great movements are
under way which promise much for the welfare of humanity by
reason of the very fact that many other nations have given such
movements their actual support, we ought not to withhold our own
sanction because of any small and inessential difference, but only
upon the ground of the most important and compelling fundamental
reasons. We can not barter away our independence or our sover-
eignty, but we ought to engage in no refinements of logic, no sophis-
tries, and no subterfuges, to argue away the undoubted duty of this
country by reason of the might of its numbers, the power of its re-
sources, and its position of leadership in the world, actively and com-
prehensively to signify its approval and to bear its full share of the
responsibility of a candid and disinterested attempt at the establish-
ment of a tribunal for the administration of even-handed justice between
nation and nation. The weight of our enormous influence must be cast
upon the side of a reign not of force but of law and trial, not by battle
but by reason.

We have never any wish to interfere in the political conditions of
any other countries. Especially are we determined not to become im-
plicated in the political controversies of the Old World. With a great
deal of hesitation, we have responded to appeals for help to maintain
order, protect life and property, and establish responsible government
in some of the small countries of the Western Hemisphere. Our private
citizens have advanced large sums of money to assist in the necessary
financing and relief of the Old World. We have not failed, nor shall we
fail to respond, whenever necessary to mitigate human suffering and
assist in the rehabilitation of distressed nations. These, too, are require-
ments which must be met by reason of our vast powers and the place we
hold in the world.

Some of the best thought of mankind has long been seeking for a
formula for permanent peace. Undoubtedly the clarification of the
principles of international law would be helpful, and the efforts of
scholars to prepare such a work for adoption by the various nations
should have our sympathy and support. Much may be hoped for
from the earnest studies of those who advocate the outlawing of
aggressive war. But all these plans and preparations, these treaties
and covenants, will not of themselves be adequate. One of the great-
est dangers to peace lies in the economic pressure to which people
find themselves subjected. One of the most practical things to be
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done in the world is to seek arrangements under which such pressure
may be removed, o that opportunity may be renewed and hope
may be revived, There must be some assurance that effort z_md en-
deavor will be followed by success and prosperity. In the ma}kmg and
financing of such adjustments there is not only an opportunity, but a
real duty, for America to respond with her counsel and her resources.
Conditions must be provided under which people can make a living and
work out of their difficulties. But there is another element, more
important than all, without which there can not be the slightest hc?pe
of a permanent peace. That element lLies in the heart of humanity.
Unless the desire for peace be cherished there, unless this fur-ldaxr}cntal
and only natural source of brotherly love be cultiyated to its highest
degree, all artificial efforts will be in vain. Peace will come when there
is realization that only under a reign of law, based on righteousness and
supported by the religious conviction of the !)rot}{crhood of man, can
there be any hope of a complete and satisfying life. Parchment will
fail, the sword will fail, it is only the spiritual nature of man that can be
triumphant. .

It seems altogether probable that we can contribute most to these
important objects by maintaining our position of political dcta_chment
and independence. We are not identified with any Old_ World interest.
This position should be made more and more clear in our relations
with all foreign countries. We are at peace with all of them Ou;_g;cr
gram is never to oppress, but always to assist. ‘]‘3‘2}% vgﬂh;llg__yg‘aa;ustlce
t5"Gthers, we must require that justice be done to us, With us a treaty -

of peace means peace, and a treaty of amity means amity. We have

fiade great contFbUTONs to the settlment of contentious differences in
Both Europe and Asta.But there is a very definite point beyond which
wetatinot go. We can only help those who help themselves. Mindful
of these limitations, the one great duty that stands out requires us to
use our enormous powers to trim the balance of the world.

While we can look with a great deal of pleasure upon what we
have done abroad, we must remember that our continut?d success in
that direction depends upon what we do at home. Since its very
outset, it has been found necessary to conduct our Govcr{xmcnt by
means of political parties. That system would not have survived from
generation to generation if it had not been fundamentally sound and
provided the best instrumentalities for the most compltitc expression
of the popular will. It is not necessary to cla.lm.that it has always
worked perfectly. It is enough to know that nothing better has been
devised. No one would deny that there should be full and. fr_ce €x-
pression and an opportunity for independence of‘ action w1.thm t.hc
party. There is no salvation in a narrow and bigoted partisanship.
But if there is to be responsible party government, the party label must
be something more than a mere device for securing office. Unless those
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who are elected under the same party designation arc willing to assume
sufficient responsibility and exhibit sufficient loyalty and coherence, so
that they can cooperate with each other in the support of the broad
general principles, of the party platform, the election is merely a mockery,
no decision is made at the polls, and there is no representation of the
popular will. Common honesty and good faith with the people who
support a party at the polls require that party, when it enters office, to
assume the control of that portion of the Government to which it has
been elected. Any other course is bad faith and a violation of the
party pledges.

When the country has bestowed its confidence upon a party by making
it a majority in the Congress, it has a right to expect such unity of
action as will make the party majority an effective instrument of govern-
ment. This administration has come into power with a very clear and
definite mandate from the people. The expression of the popular will
in favor of maintaining our constitutional guarantees was overwhelming
and decisive. There was a manifestation of such faith in the integrity
of the courts that we can consider that issue rejected for some time to
come. Likewise, the policy of public ownership of railroads and certain
clectric utilities met with unmistakable defeat. The people declared
that they wanted their rights to have not a political but a judicial
determination, and their independence and freedom continued and
supported by having the ownership and control of their property, not
in the Government, but in their own hands. As they always do when
they have a fair chance, the people demonstrated that they are sound
and are determined to have a sound government.

When we turn from what was rejected to inquire what was ac-
cepted, the policy that stands out with the greatest clearness is that
of economy in public expenditure with reduction and reform of taxa-
tion. The principle involved in this effort is that of conservation.
The resources of this country are almost beyond computation. No
mind can comprehend them. But the cost of our combined govern-
ments is likewise almost beyond definition. Not only those who are
now making their tax returns, but those who meet the enhanced cost
of existence in their monthly bills, know by hard experience what this
great burden is and what it does. No matter what others may want,
these people want a drastic economy. They are opposed to waste.
They know that extravagance lengthens the hours and diminishes the
rewards of their labor. I favor the policy of economy, not because I
wish to save money, but because I wish to save people. The men
and women of this country who toil are the ones who bear the cost of the

Government. Every dollar that we carelessly waste means that their life
will be so much the more meager. Every dollar that we prudently save
means that their life will be so much the more abundant, Economy is
idealism in its most practical form.
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If extravagance were not reflected in taxation, gnd through taxa-
tion both directly and indirectly injuriously. affecting the people, it
would not be of so much consequence. The wisest and soundest method
of solving our tax problem is through economy. Fortunately, f)f aill
the great nations this country is best in a position to adopt that sxmple
remedy. We do not any longer need war-time revenues. The col-
lection of any taxes which are not absolutel g “wh;_g_.l_;mdo not
beyond reasonable doubt contribute to t—hcr publlc welfg{ei is f)nly_ a
apecies of legalized Tarceny. Under this Republic the rewards of-in—
"l‘l'ugg_ belong to those who earn them. The only constitutional tax
i the tax which ministers to public necessity. The property of the
country belongs to the people of the country, Their title mmu.te.
TRey do not support any privileged class; they do not need to main-
tain great military forces; they ought not to be .burdencd with a great
array of public employees. They are not required to .make any (l:on-
tribution to Government expenditures except .that whxcl} they volun-
tarily assess upon themselves through the action of their own repre-
sentatives. Whenever taxes become burdensome a remedy can be
applied by the people; but if they do not act for themselves, no one
can be very successful in acting for them.

The time is arriving when we can have further tax rcductio‘n: when,
unless we wish to hamper the people in their right to earn a living, we
must have tax reform. The method of raising revenue oggp( not to
impede the_transaction of business; it ought to encourage it. I am.
opposed to extremely high rates, because they produce little or no_
revetiiie, because_they are bad for the country, and, finally, because

icy are wrong. We can not finance the count}'y, we can not improve
social conditions, through any system of injustice, even if we attempt
to inflict it upon the rich. Those who su.ﬂ'er the. most harm will be
the poor. This country believes in prosperity. It is absurd to suppose
that it is envious of those who are already prosperous. T‘:]_.’l_g_ ‘wise and

correct course to follow in taxation amg er_ec s
is ot , e who have already secured success but to create

conditions under which every one will have a bcgt_cg‘ch:ancc to bc success-
jI The verdict of the country has been given on this question. That
verdict stands. We shall do well to heed it.

These questions involve moral issues. We nee.d not concern our-
sclves much about the rights of property if we w111 faithfully observe
the rights of persons. Under our institutions their rights are supreme.
It is not property but the right to hold property, both great and small,
which our Constitution guarantees. All owners of property are charged
with a service. These rights and duties have been revealed, through
the conscience of society, to have a divine sanctiox}. The very §tz}b1hty
of our society rests upon production and conservation. For 1.nd1v1dua]s
or for governments to waste and squander their resources is to deny
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direction. Tt is true that we could, with profit, beuleilft ':Ct::)’:l.dl
and more national in our thought. It would bev:/ie : Witv;" o
seplace much that is only a false ;nd xglnorlantt Elr:cjtt;o:lc S
; 3 -
and enlightened pride of race. ut ecﬁ‘ g R
s to class and nationality had little effect. ;
l‘t%;:elato : common citizenship. The fundaxnenta:l precept of hbcrﬂtly
is toleration. We can not permit any inquisition c1t.her wflth;;ilc:r w'}h :
out the law or apply any religious test to the holding of office.
ind of America must be forever free. :
A It is in such contemplations, my fellow countrymcn,lwhlch :;: r;z:
exhaustive but only rcprmcntativ;':,‘V tlsx;tu}d ﬁndt ?gpt;ew::lr(:h e
tisfaction and encouragement. We shou'd no
‘I‘:toagdo obscure the much which has been .dofle. Tl;—; pastt z:lndci
present show faith and hope and courage fully justified. Here fs ; o
pur country, an example of tranquillity at home, a pfafron f)ht P
guillity abroad. Here stands its qucx;umnent, z}wa.reto s::n :imgsee e
ient to its conscience. Here it continue to s
‘;::LCan prosperity, solicitous for the welfare of the wage eam:,
pi:omdting enterprise, developing waterways and natural mosrc %
attentive to the intuitive counsel of womanhood, .encouragmg cfu.c
tion, desiring the advancement of religion, supporng the (:ltlllse o ]\ixrs;
the :-"a.nd‘ honor among the nations. America seeks no_earthly Eﬁn_ﬂprt_
built on blood and force. No _ambition, no _temptation, JEI?]},‘ rﬂc;
thughi of forcign dominions. The legions which ;lllle Sl ;313"
are armed, not with the _sword, but with. .!1,1_.9,_.,99?5- e m“éﬁ“aﬁ s
{0 which she seeks the allegiance of all mankind is not g_’i hun% ; S
of ﬂfviric‘oggn.' She cherishes no purpose save to merit the favor of
Almighty God. g

these rights and disregard these obligations. The result of economic
dissipation to a nation is always moral decay.

These policies of better international understandings, greater econs
omy, and lower taxes have contributed largely to peaceful and prose
perous industrial relations. Under the helpful influences of restrictival
immigration and a protective tariff, employment is plentiful, the rate
of pay is high, and wage earners are in a state of contentment seldom
before seen. Our transportation systems have been gradually recovering
and have been able to meet all the requirements of the service. Agriculs
ture has been very slow in reviving, but the price of cereals at last
indicates that the day of its deliverance is at hand.

We are not without our problems, but our most important probler}
is not to secure new advantages but to maintain those which we already
possess. Our system of government made up of three separate and
independent departments, our divided sovereignty composed of Nation
and State, the matchless wisdom that is enshrined in our Constitutio
all these need constant effort and tireless vigilance for their protection and
support.

In a republic the first rule for the guidance of the citizen is obedi*
ence to law. Under a despotism the law may be imposed upon the
subject. He has no voice in its making, no influence in its adminis~
tration, it does not represent him. Under a free government the citizent
makes his own laws, chooses his own administrators, which do represent
him. Those who want their rights respected under the Constitution
and the law ought to set the example themselves of observing the Con=
stitution and the law. While there may be those of high intelligencd
who violate the law at times, the barbarian and the defective alwaysd
violate it. Those who disregard the rules of society are not exhibiting
a superior intelligence, are not promoting freedom and independence
are not following the path of civilization, but are displaying the traits of
ignorance, of servitude, of savagery, and treading the way that leads back
to the jungle. )

The essence of a republic is representative government. Our Con=
gress represents the people and the States. In all legislative affairs it is
the natural collaborator with the President. In spite of all the criticism
which often falls to its lot, I do not hesitate to say that there is no more
independent and effective legislative body in the world. It is, and
should be, jealous of its prerogative. I welcome its cooperation, and
expect to share with it not only the responsibility, but the credit, for our
common effort to secure beneficial legislation.

These are some of the principles which America represents. We
have not by any means put them fully into. practice, but we have
strongly signified our belief in them. The encouraging feature of
our country is not that it has reached its destination, but that it has
overwhelmingly expressed its determination to proceed in the right
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Franklin D. Roosevelt

INAUGURAL ADDRESS

MarcH 4, 1933

I am certain that my fellow Americans expect that on my induction
into the Presidency I will address them with a candor and a decision
which the present situation of our Nation impels. This is preeminently
the time to speak the truth, the whole truth, frankly and boldly. Nor
need we shrink from honestly facing conditions in our country to-day.
This great Nation will endure as it has endured, will revive and will

prosper. So, first of all, let me assert my firm belief that the only thing
we have tmm%ﬁﬁr" asoning, unjustified terror
w@fkﬁa@ﬂ@mmmminto advance. In every
dark hour of our national life a leadership of frankness and vigor has et
with that understanding and support of the people themselves which is
essential to victory. I am convinced that you will again give that support
to leadership in these critical days.

In such a spirit on my part and on yours we face our common dif-
ficulties. They concern, thank God, only material things. Values have
shrunken to fantastic levels; taxes have risen; our ability to pay has
fallen; government of all kinds is faced by serious curtailment of income;
the means of exchange are frozen in the currents of trade; the withered
leaves of industrial enterprise lie on every side; farmers find no markets
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;or their produce; the savings of many years in thousands of families are
one.

More important, a host of unemployed citizens face the grim problem

of existence, and an equally great number toil with little return.  Only

a foolish optimist can the dark realitics of the momer

~ Yet our distress comes from no failure of subs . stricken
by no plague of locusts. Compared with the perils which our fores
fa.thcrs conquered because they believed and were not afraid, we have
still much to be thankful for. Nature still offers her bo:mty and
human efforts have multiplied it. Plenty is at our doorstep, but a
generous use of it languishes in the very sight of the supply. Pl,'lmariu
th}s 13 because the rulers of the exchange of mankind’s goods have
failed, through their own stubbornness and their own incompctcnu‘
( have admitted their failure, and abdicated. Practices of the unscru

lous money chang

2 iR« Lelt . ot..O S

Stand indict -
_fejected by the hearts and minds of men.

True they have tried, but their efforts have been cast in the pattern
of an outworn tradition. Faced by failure of credit they have proposed
onl_y the lending of more money. Stripped of the lure of profit by which
to induce our people to follow their false leadership, they have resorted
to exhortations, pleading tearfully for restored confidence. They know
only the rules of a generation of self-seekers, They have no vision, and
when there is no vision the people perish.

The money cha ave. fle
of our civilization. We may
truths. The measure 6
a_ﬁ)'lﬁocial values more noble than mere monetary profit,
) Happiness lies not in the mere possession of money; it lies in the
Joy of achievement, in the thrill of creative effort. The joy and moral
stimulation of work no longer must be forgotten in the mad chase of
evanescent profits. These dark days will be worth all they cost us if
th.ey_ teach us that our true destiny is not to be ministered unto but to
muinister to ourselves and to our fellow men.

Recognition of the falsity of material wealth as the standard of
success goes hand in hand with the abandonment of the false belief
that public office and high political position are to be valued only
by the standards of pride of place and personal profit; and there must
b.c an end to a conduct in banking and in business which too often has
given to a sacred trust the likeness of callous and selfish wrongdoing.
Small wonder that confidence languishes, for it thrives only on honesty,
on honor, on the sacredness of obligations, on faithful protection on’
unselfish performance; without them it can not live. ’

Restoration calls, however, not for changes in ethics alone. This
N=Tion asks Tor action, and action now. _

OC1S 1 Hed QIg
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Our ﬁr_eatut primary task Is to put people to work. This is no
unsolvable pro ace 1t wisely and courageously. It can be
accomplished in part by direct recruiting by the Government itself,
treating the task as we would treat the emergency of a war, but at
the same time, through this employment, accomplishing greatly needed
projects to stimulate and reorganize the use of our natural resources.

Hand in hand with this we must frankly recognize the overbalance
of population in our industrial centers and, by engaging on a national
scale in a redistribution, endeavor to provide a better use of the land
for those best fitted for the land. The task can be helped by definite
efforts to raise the values of agricultural products and with this the
power to purchase the output of our cities. It can be helped by prevent-
ing realistically the tragedy of the growing loss through foreclosure of
our small homes and our farms. It can be helped by insistence that the
Federal, State, and local governments act forthwith on the demand
that their cost be drastically reduced. It can be helped by the unifying
of relief activities which to-day are often scattered, uneconomical, and
unequal. It can be helped by national planning for and supervision of
all forms of transportation and of communications and other utilities
which have a definitely public character. There are many ways in
which it can be helped, but it can never be helped merely by talking
aboutit. We must act and act quickly.

Finally, in our progress toward a resumption of work we require
two safeguards against a return of the evils of the old order; there
must be a strict supervision of all banking and credits and investments;
there must be an end to speculation with other people’s money, and
there must be provision for an adequate but sound currency.

There are the lines of attack. I shall presently urge upon a new
Congress in special session detailed measures for their fulfillment, and
I shall seek the immediate assistance of the several States.

Through this program of acti address ourselves to putting
our own national house in __ggﬁ%é?mm%@%w
Our international trade relations, though vastly ifipértant, are in
point of time and necessity secondary to the establishment of a sound
national economy. I favor as a practical policy the putting of first
things first. I shall spare no effort to restore world trade by inter-
national economic readjustment, but the emergency at home can not

wait on that accomplishment.
The basic thought that guides these specific means of national re-

covery is not narrowly nationalistic. It is the insistence, as a first
consideration, upon_the interdependence of the various elements_in
. wer Do S i, )
parts_of ted States—a recognition of the old and per-
et N . ~ = siis =
manently important manifestation of the American spirit of the pioneer.

It is the way to recovery. It is the immediate way. It is the strongest
assurance that the recovery will endure.
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Lo _the field of world policy | would dedicate this Nation to the
policy of the good neighbor—the neiglibior who fesoliitely respects
Hﬁﬁgﬁ and, because he doe¥ so;"Yespects the rights of others—the
neighbor who respects his obligations and respects the sanctity of his
agreements in and with a world of neighbors.

If I read the temper of our people correctly, we now realize as we
have never realized before our interdependence on each other; that
we can not merely take but we must give as well; that if we are to
go forward, we must move as a trained and loyal army willing to
sacrifice for the good of a common discipline, because without such
discipline no progress is made, no leadership becomes effective. We
are, I know, ready and willing to submit our lives and property to
such discipline, because it makes possible a leadership which aims at
a larger good. This I propose to offer, pledging that the larger pur-
poses will bind upon us all as a sacred obligation with a unity of duty
hitherto evoked only in time of armed strife.

With this pledge taken, I assume unhesitatingly the leadership of
this great army of our people dedicated to a disciplined attack upon
our common problems. »

Action in this image and to this end is feasible under the form of
government which we have inherited from our ancestors. Our Con-
stitution is so simple and practical that it is possible always to meet
extraordinary needs by changes in emphasis and arrangement without
loss of essential form. That is why our constitutional system has proved
itself the most superbly enduring political mechanism the modern
world has produced. It has met every stress of vast expansion of
territory, of foreign wars, of bitter internal strife, of world relations.

It is to be hoped that the normal balance of executive and legis-
lative authority may be wholly adequate to meet the unprecedented
task before us. But it may be that an unprecedented demand.and
need for undelayed. action.may_call for.temporary departure from that
normal balance.of public procedure.

am prepared under my constitutional duty to recommend the
measures that a stricken nation in the midst of a stricken world may
require. These measures, or such other measures as the Congress may
build out of its experience and wisdom, I shall seek, within my con-
stitutional authority, to bring to speedy adoption.

S But in the event that the Congress shall fail to take one of these

two courses, and in the event that the national emergency is still critical,
I shall not evade the clear course of duty that will then confront me.
I"shall ask the Congress for the one remaining instrument to meet
the_crisis—broad tpfézﬁ“ﬁve power to wage a war against the emer-
gency, as great as the power that would be given to me if we were in

factinvaded by a faigign fos
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For the trust reposed in me 1 will return the courage and the devotion F

that befit the time. 1 can do no less. y
We face the arduous days that lie before us in the warm courage

of the national unity; with the clear consciousness of seeking old and
precious moral values; with the clean satisfaction that comes from $e
stern performance of duty by old and young alike. We aim at the

assurance of a rounded and permanent national life.
Vl/lVe do not distrust the future of essential democracy. The people

of the United States have not failed. In. i need'the a;:é; _'1;;3 =
1eted a mandate that an ect,-%wi ;

asked for discipline and direction under t;adexshlp. They have madi:
m€ the Ereseﬁi“iﬁwsiiﬁmmﬁ“mmsz “Tn the spirit of the gift
take 1t..

“Tn this dedication of a Nation we humbly ask the blc§sing of' God.
May He protect each and every one of us. May He guide me in the

days to come.
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SECOND INAUGURAL ADDRESS

January 20, 1937

When four years ago we met to inaugurate a President, the Republie,
single-minded in anxiety, stood in spirit here. We dedicated ourselves
to the fulfillment of a vision—to speed the time when there would be
for all the people that security and peace essential to the pursuit of
happiness. We of the Republic pledged ourselves to drive from the
temple of our ancient faith those who had profaned it; to end by action,
tireless and unafraid, the stagnation and despair of that day. We did
those first things first.

Our covenant with ourselves did not stop there. Instinctively we
recognized a deeper need—the need to find through government the
instrument of our united purpose to solve for the individual the ever=
rising problems of a complex civilization. Repeated attempts at their
solution without the aid of government had left us baffled and be-
wildered. For, without that aid, we had been unable to create those
moral controls over the services of science which are necessary to make
science a useful servant instead of a ruthless master of mankind. To
do this we knew that we must find practical controls over blind economie
forces and blindly selfish men.

We of the Republic sensed the truth that democratic government
has innate capacity to protect its people against disasters once considered
inevitable, to solve problems once considered unsolvable. We would
not admit that we could not find a way to master economic epidemics
just as, after centuries of fatalistic suffering, we had found a way to
master epidemics of disease. We refused to leave the problems of our
common welfare to be solved by the winds of chance and the hurricanes
of disaster.

In this we Americans were discovering no wholly new truth; we were
writing a new chapter in our book of self-government.

This year marks the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the
Constitutional Convention which made us a nation. At that Conven-
tion our forefathers found the way out of the chaos which followed
the Revolutionary War; they created a strong government with powers
of united action sufficient then and now to solve problems utterly beyond
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individual or local solution. A century and 2 half ago they established
the Federal Government in order to promote the general welfare and
secure the blessings of liberty to the American people. .

Today we invoke those same powers of government to achieve the
same objectives. A g

Four]years of new experience have not belied our .hlstonc instinct.
They hold out the clear hope that government within commumpes;
government within the separate States, and gover'nm?nt .of the Unite
States can do the things the times require, without yielding its democracy.
Our tasks in the last four years did not force democracy to take a %lohda.xy.

Nearly all of us recognize that as intricacies. of human relationships
increase, so power to govern them also must increase—power todst?lp
evil; power to do good. The essential democracy of our Nation and the
safety of our people depend not upon the absence of power, but u}:og
lodging it with those whom the people can change or c.ontmusr ;t stca: e
intervals through an honest and free system ?f elections. e Con-
stitution of 1787 did not make our democracy 1mpotcnt.‘

In fact, in these last four years, we have made t!le exercise of ?11 power
more democratic; for we have begun to brfng private autocratic power;
into their proper subordination to the public’s government. Thcflege;l
that they were invincible—above and beyond the processes oba e-
mocracy—has been shattered. They have bec.:n challenged anfl ¢:a.te:li

Our progress out of the depression is obvious. But that is not :
that you and I mean by the new order of things. O}lr pledge was Itltc:
merely to do a patchwork job with secondhand materials. By using ; ;
new materials of social justice we have undertaken to erect on the o
foundations a more enduring.gtructure for the better use of future gen-
-~ i ts of mind and

In that purpose we have been helped by achievemen : ;
spirit. Old truths have been relearned; untruths have been un ear'ne :
We have always known that heedless self-interest was bad morals;.we
know now that it is bad _ecog_r__l'gmicb ut of the collapse of a pros-

Biilders boasted their practicality ha‘./sv comebth(? cqn;mt:;
i in the long run economic morality pays. We are begmming
t\i?;et:)lz: the line thgt divides the practical fr9m the ideal; and in so d(laiulllg
we are fashioning an instrument of unimagined power for the establish-
ent of a morally better world.
mT;l': new un(;,cxstanding undermines the old admiration of worldly
success as such. We are beginning to abandon our tolerance of t.he
abuse of power by those who betray for profit the elementary decencies
life. .
3 Iln this process evil things formerly accepted will not be so easily con-
doned. Hard-headedness will not so easily excuse hard:heartcdncss.
We are moving toward an era of good feeling. But we rca}hze that there
can be no era of good feeling save among men of good will.
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i For thu.e reaxons | am justified in belleving that the greatest change
we have witnessed has been the change in the moral climate of America,
Am.ong men of good will, science and democracy together offer an
ever-richer Ii.fe and ever-larger satisfaction to the individual. With
this change in our moral climate and our rediscovered ability to im-
prove our economic order, we have set our feet upon the road of en-
during progress.

Shall we pause now and turn our back upon the road that lies
ahead? Shall we call this the promised land? Or, shall we continue
on our way? For “each age is a dream that is dying, or one that is
coming to birth.”

X Many voicfes are heard as we face a great decision. Comfort says,

Tarry a while.” Opportunism says, “This is a good spot.” Timidity
asks, “How difficult is the road ahead?”

'Tr_ue, we have come far from the days of stagnation and despair.
Vitality has been preserved. Courage and confidence have been re-
stored. Mental and moral horizons have been extended.

l?ut our present gains were won under the pressure of more than
ordinary circumstances. Advance became imperative under the goad
of fear and suffering. The times were on the side of progress,

'To hol.d to progress today, however, is more difficult. Dulled con-
science, irresponsibility, and ruthless self-interest already reappear.
Such symptoms of prosperity may become portents of disaster! Pros-
perity already tests the persistence of our progressive purpose.

Let us ask again: Have we reached the goal of our vision of that
fourth day of March 1933? Have we found our happy valley?

I sce a great nation, upon a great continent, blessed with a great

wealth of natural resources. Hs hundred and thirty million- people are
at peace among themselves; they are making their country a good
- neighbor among the nations. I see a United States which can demon-
strate that, under democratic methods of government, national wealth
can be translated into a spreading volume of human comforts hitherto
unknown, and the lowest standard of living can be raised far above the
leyel of mere subsistence.

.B‘ut here is the challenge to our democracy: In this nation I see tens of
millions of its citizens —a substantial part of its whole population—whity
at this very moment are denied the greater part of what the very
owest standards of today call the necessities of life.

I see millions of families trying to live on incomes so meager that

the pall of family disaster hangs over them day by day.

I see millions whose daily lives in city and on farm continue under
conditions labeled indecent by a so-called polite society half a century
ago.

I see millions denied education, recreation, and the opportunity to
better their lot and the Iot of their children.
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I sce millions lacking the means to buy the products of farm and
factory and by their poverty denying work and productiveness to many
other millions.

I see one-third of a nation ill-housed, ill-clad, ill-nourished.

It is not in despair that I paint you that picture. I paint it for you
in hope—because the Nation, seeing and understanding the injustice
in it, proposes to paint it out. We are determined to make every
American citizen the subject of his country’s interest and concern; and
we will never regard any faithful law-abiding group within our borders
as superfluous. The test of our progress is not whether we add more
to the abundance of those who have much; it is whether we provide
enough for those who have too little.

If I know aught of the spirit and purpose of our Nation, we will not
listen to Comfort, Opportunism, and Timidity. We will carry on.

Overwhelmingly, we of the Republic are men and women of good
will; men and women who have more than warm hearts of dedication;
men and women who have cool heads and willing hands of practical
purpose as well. They will insist that every agency of popular govern-
ment use effective instruments to carry out their will.

Government is competent when all who compose it work as trustees
for the whole people. It can make constant progress when it keeps
abreast of all the facts. It can obtain justified support and legitimate
criticism when the people receive true information of all that govern-
ment does.

If I know aught of the will of our people, they will demand that these
conditions of effective government shall be created and maintained.
They will demand a nation uncorrupted by cancers of injustice and,
therefore, strong among the nations in its example of the will to peace.

Today we reconsecrate our country to long-cherished ideals in a
suddenly changed civilization. In every land there are always at work
forces that drive men apart and forces that draw men together. In our
personal ambitions we are individualists. But in our seeking for eco-
nomic and political progress as a nation, we all go up, or else we all go
down, as one people.

To maintain a democracy of effort requires a vast amount of patience
in dealing with differing methods, a vast amount of humility. But out
of the confusion of many voices rises an understanding of dominant
public need. Then political leadership can voice common ideals, and
aid in their realization.

In taking again the oath of office as President of the United States,
I assume the solemn obligation of leading the American people forward
along the road over which they have chosen to advance.

While this duty rests upon me I shall do my utmost to speak their
purpose and to do their will, seeking Divine guidance to help us each
and every one to give light to them that sit in darkness and to guide our
feet into the way of peace. -



THIRD INAUGURAL ADDRESS

JaNuaryY 20, 1941

On each national day of inauguration since 1789, the people have re-
newed their sense of dedication to the United States.

In Washington’s day the task of the people was to create and weld
together a nation.

In Lincoln’s day the task of the people was to preserve that Nation
from disruption from within.

In this day the task of the people is to save that Nation and its insti-
tutions from disruption from without.

To us there has come a time, in the midst of swift happenings, to
pause for a moment and take stock—to recall what our place in history
has been, and to rediscover what we are and what we may be. If we
do not, we risk the real peril of inaction.

Lives of nations are determined not by the count of years, but by
the lifetime of the human spirit. The life of a man is three-score
years and ten: a little more, a little less. The life of a _pation is the

_fullness of the measure of its will to live. $50 '

There are men who doubt this. ~There are men who believe that
democracy, as a form of Government and a frame of life, is limited
or measured by a kind of mystical and artificial fate—that, for some
unexplained reason, tyranny and slavery have become the surging
wave of the future—and that freedom is an ebbing tide.

But we Americans know that this s not true.

Eight years ago, when the life of this Republic seemed frozen by a
fatalistic terror, we proved that this is not true. We were in the midst
of shock—but we acted. We acted quickly, boldly, decisively.

These later years have been living years—fruitful years for the peo-
ple of this democracy. For they have brought to us greater security
and, I hope, a better understanding that life’s ideals are to be measured
in other than material things.

Most vital to our present and our future is this experience of a
democracy which successfully survived crisis at home ; put away many
evil things; built new structures on enduring lines; and, through it all,
maintained the fact of its democracy.
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For action has been taken within the three-way framework of the
Constitution of the United States. The coordinate branches of the
Government continue freely to function. The Bill of Rights remains
inviolate. The freedom of elections is wholly maintained. Prophets
of the downfall of American democracy have seen their dire predictions
come to nought.

Democracy is not dying.

We know it because we have seen it revive—and grow.

We know it cannot die—because it is built on the unhampered initi-
ative of individual men and women joined together in a common enter-
prise—an enterprise undertaken and carried through by the free ex-
pression of a free majority.

We know it because democracy alone, of all forms of government,
enlists the full force of men’s enlightened will.

We know it because democracy alone has constructed an unlimited
civilization capable of infinite progress in the improvement of human
life.

We know it because, if we look below the surface, we sense it still
spreading on every continent—for it is the most humane, the most
advanced, and in the end the most unconquerable of all forms of human
society. \

A nation, like a person, has a body~—a body that must be fed and
clothed and housed, invigorated and rested, in a manner that measures
up to the objectives of our time.

A nation, like a person, has a mind—a mind that must be kept in-
formed and alert, that must know itself, that understands the hopes
and the needs of its neighbors—all the other nations that live within
the narrowing circle of the world.

And a nation, like a person, has something deeper, something more
permanent, something larger than the sum of all its parts. It is that
something which matters most to its future—which calls forth the
most sacred guarding of its present.

It is a thing for which we find it difficult—even impossible—to hit
upon a single, simple word.

And yet we all understand what it is—the spirit—the faith of
America. It is the product of centuries. It was born in the multi-
tudes of those who came from many lands—some of high degree, but
mostly plain people, who sought here, early and late, to find freedom
more freely.

The democratic aspiration is no mere recent phase in human his-
tory. It is human history. It permeated the ancient life of early peo-
ples. It blazed anew in the middle ages. It was written in Magna
Carta.

In the Americas its impact has been irresistible. America has been
the New World in all tongues, to all peoples, not because this con-
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tinent was a new-found land, but because all those who came here In the face of great perils never Pefore. encountered, our strong purpose
believed they could create upon this continent a new life—a life that is to protect and to perpetuate the integrity of democracy. .
should be new in freedom. For this we muster the spirit of America, and the fglth of Amemfa.

Its vitality was written into our own Mayflower Compact, into the We do not retreat. Wf. are not content to stand su]l As Americans,
Declaration of Independence, into the Constitution of the United States, we go forward, in the service of our country, by the will of God.
into the Gettysburg Address.

Those who first came here to carry out the longings of their spirit,
and the millions who followed, and the stock that sprang from them—
all have moved forward constantly and consistently toward an ideal
which in itself has gained stature and clarity with each generation.

" The hopes of the Republic cannot forever tolerate either undeserved
poverty or self-serving wealth.

We know that we still have far to go; that we must more greatly
build the security and the opportunity and the knowledge of every
citizen, in the measure justified by the resources and the capacity of
the_land. '

- But it is not enough to achieve these purposes alone. It is not enough
to clothe and feed the body of this Nation, and instruct and inform its
( mittid: ™~ For there is also the spirit. _And of the three, the greatest is the

P s s s S ———

irit,
“~ Without the body and the mind, as all men know, the Nation could not
live.
ut if the spirit of America were killed, even though the Nation’s
dy and mind, constricted in an alien world, lived on, the America we
know would have perished.

That spirit—that faith—speaks to us in our daily lives in ways often
unnoticed, because they seem so obvious. It speaks to us here in the
Capital of the Nation. It speaks to us through the processes of gov-
erning in the sovereignties of 48 States. It speaks to us in our counties,
in our cities, in our towns, and in our villages. It speaks to us from the
other nations of the hemisphere, and from those across the seas—the
enslaved, as well as the free. Sometimes we fail to hear or heed these
voices of freedom because to us the privilege of our freedom is such an
old, old story. i

The destiny of America was proclaimed in words of prophecy spoken
by our first President in his first inaugural in 1789—words almost di-
rected, it would seem, to this year of 1941: “The preservation of the
sacred fire of liberty and the destiny of the republican model of govern-
ment are justly considered * * * deeply, * * * (finally,
staked on the experiment intrusted to the hands of the American people.”

If we lose that sacred fire—if we let it be smothered with doubt and
fear—then we shall reject the destiny which Washington strove so
valiantly and so triumphantly to establish. The preservation of the
spirit and faith of the Nation does, and will, furnish the highest justifica-
tion for every sacrifice that we may make in the cause of national defense.

et s —
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Harry S. Truman

INAUGURAL ADDRESS

JanuAry 20, 1949

Mr. Vice President, Mr. Chief Justice, and fellow citizens, I accept
with humility the honor which the American people have conferred
upon me. I accept it with a deep resolve to do all that I can for the
welfare of this Nation and for the peace of the world.

In performing the duties of my office, I need the help and prayers
of every one of you. I ask for your encouragement and your support.
The tasks we face are difficult, and we can accomplish them only if
we work together.

Each period of our national history has had its special challenges.
Those that confront us now are as momentous as any in the past.
Today marks the beginning not only of a new administration, but of a
period that will be eventful, perhaps decisive, for us and for the world.

It may be our lot to experience, and in large measure to bring about,
a major turning point in the long history of the human race. The
first half of this century has been marked by unprecedented and
brutal attacks on the rights of man, and by the two most frightful wars
in history. The supreme need of our time is for men to learn to live
together in peace and harmony.
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The peoples of the earth face the future with grave uncertainty,
composed almost equally of great hopes and great fears. In this time
of doubt, they look to the United States as never before for good will,
strength, and wise leadership.

It is fitting, therefore, that we take this occasion to proclaim to the
world the essential principles of the faith by which we live, and to de-
clare our aims to all peoples.

The American people stand firm in the faith which has inspired
this Nation from the beginning. We believe that all men have a right
to equal justice under law and equal opportunity to share in the com-
mon good. We believe that all men have the right to freedom of thought
and expression. We believe that all men are created equal because
they are created in the image of God.

From this faith we will not be moved.

The American people desire, and are determined to work for, a
world in which all nations and all peoples are free to govern them-
selves as they see fit and to achieve a decent and satisfying life. Above
all else, our people desire, and are determined to work for, peace on
earth—a just and lasting peace—based on genuine agreement freely
arrived at by equals.

In the pursuit of these aims, the United States and other like-minded
nations find themselves directly opposed by a regime with contrary aims
and a totally different concept of life.

That regime adheres to a false philosophy which purports to offer
freedom, security, and gre—atzraip?%'u'ﬁfy%zﬁiﬁkind. Misled by this
philosophy, many peoples have sacrificed their liberties only to learn
to their sorrow that deceit and mockery, poverty and tyranny, are
their reward.

That false philosophy is communism.

Communism s based on the belief that man is so weak and inade-
quate that he is unable to govern himself, and therefore requires the
rule of strong masters.

Democracy is based on the conviction that man has the moral and
intellectual capacity, as well as the inalienable right, to govern himself
with reason and justice.

Communism subjects the individual to arrest without lawful cause,
punishment without trial, and forced labor as the chattel of the state.
It decrees what information he shall receive, what art he shall produce,
what leaders he shall follow, and what thoughts he shall think.

Democracy maintains that government is established for the benefit
of the individual, and is charged with the responsibility of protecting
the rights of the individual and his freedom in the exercise of his abilities.

Communism maintains that social wrongs can be corrected only by
violence.
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Democracy has proved that social justice can be achieved through
peaceful change.

Communism holds that the world is so deeply divided into opposing
classes that war is inevitable.

Democracy holds that free nations can settle differences justly and
maintain lasting peace.

These differences between communism and democracy do not con-
cern the United States alone. People everywhere are coming to real-
ize that what is involved is material well-being, human dignity, and the
right to believe in and worship God.

I state these differences, not to draw issues of belief as such, but
because the actions resulting from the Communist philosophy are a
threat to the efforts of free nations to bring about world recovery and
lasting peace.

Since the end of hostilities, the United States has invested its sub-
stance and its energy in a great constructive effort to restore peace,
stability, and freedom to the world. _

We have sought no territory and we have imposed our will on none.
We have asked for no privileges we would not extend to others.

We have constantly and vigorously supported the United Nations
and related agencies as a means of applying democratic principles to
international relations. We have consistently advocated and relied
upon peaceful settlement of disputes among nations.

We have made every effort to secure agreement on effective inter-
national control of our most powerful weapon, and we have worked
steadily for the limitation and control of all armaments.

We have encouraged, by precept and example, the expansion of
world trade on a sound and fair basis.

Almost a year ago, in company with 16 free nations of Europe, we
launched the greatest cooperative economic program in history. The
purpose of that unprecedented effort is to invigorate and strengthen
democracy in Europe, so that the free people of that continent can
resume their rightful place in the forefront of civilization and can
contribute once more to the security and welfare of the world.

Our efforts have brought new hope to all mankind. We have beaten
back despair and defeatism. We have saved a number of countries
from losing their liberty. Hundreds of millions of people all over the
world now agree with us, that we need not have war—that we can
have peace.

The initiative is ours.

We are moving on with other nations to build an even stronger
structure of international order and justice. We shall have as our
partners countries which, no longer solely concerned with the problem
of national survival, are now working to improve the standards of
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to strengthen the free world.

In the coming years, our program for peace and freedom will empha-
size four major courses of action.

First. We will continue to give unfaltering support to the United
Nations and related agencies, and we will continue to search for ways
to strengthen their authority and increase their effectiveness. We believe
that the United Nations will be strengthened by the new nations which
are being formed in lands now advancing toward self-government under
democratic principles.

Second. We will continue our programs for world economic recovery.

This means, first of all, that we must keep our full weight behind
the European recovery program. We are confident of the success of
this major venture in world recovery. We believe that our partners
in this effort will achieve the status of self-supporting nations once again.

In addition, we must carry out our plans for reducing the barriers
to world trade and increasing its volume. Economic recovery and
peace itself depend on increased world trade.

Third. We will strengthen freedom-loving nations against the dangers
of aggression.

We are now working out with a number of countries a joint agree-
ment designed to strengthen the security of the North Atlantic area.
Such an agreement would take the form of a collective defense arrange-
ment within the terms of the United Nations Charter.

We have already established such a defense pact for the Western
Hemisphere by the treaty of Rio de Janeiro.

The primary purpose of these agreements is to provide unmistakable
proof of the joint determination of the free countries to resist armed
attack from any quarter. Each country participating in these arrange-
ments must contribute all it can to the common defense.

If we can make it sufficiently clear, in advance,.that any armed
attack affecting our national security would be met with overwhelming
force, the armed attack might never occur.

I hope soon to send to the Senate a treaty respecting the North
Atlantic security plan.

In addition, we will provide military advice and equipment to free
nations which will cooperate with us in the maintenance of peace and
security.

Fourth. We must embark on a bold new program for making the
benefits of our scientific advances and industrial progress available for
the improvement and growth of underdeveloped areas.

More than half the people of the world are living in conditions ap-
proaching misery. Their food is inadequate. They are victims of

W ire ready to undertake new projects

254

disease. Their economic lfe in primitive and stagnant. Their poverty
is a handicap and a threat both to them and to more prosperous arcas.

For the first time In history humanity possesses the knowledge and
the skill to relieve the suffering of these people.

The United States is preeminent among nations in the development
of industrial and scientific techniques. The material resources which
we can afford to use for the assistance of other peoples are limited. But
our imponderable resources in technical knowledge are constantly grow-
ing and are inexhaustible.

I believe that we should make available to peace-loving peoples the
benefits of our store of technical knowledge in order to help them realize
their aspirations for a betterlife. And, in cooperation with other natlons,
we should foster capital investment in areas needing development,

Our aim should be to help the free peoples of the world, through their
own efforts, to produce more food, more clothing, more materials for
housing, and more mechanical power to lighten their burdens.

We invite other countries to pool their technological resources in this
undertaking. Their contributions will be warmly welcomed. This
should be a cooperative enterprise in which all nations work together
through the United Nations and its specialized agencies wherever prac-
ticable. It must be a world-wide effort for the achievement of pence,
plenty, and freedom.

With the cooperation of business, private capital, agriculture, and
labor in this country, this program can greatly increase the industrial
activity in other nations and can raise substantially their standards
of living.

Such new economic developments must be devised and controlled to
benefit the peoples of the areas in which they are established. Guar-
anties to the investor must be balanced by guaranties in the interest of
the people whose resources and whose labor go into these developments.

The old imperialism—exploitation for foreign profit—has no place
in our plans. What we envisage is a program of development based
on the concepts of democratic fair dealing.

All countries, including our own, will greatly benefit from a con-
structive program for the better use of the world’s human and natural
resources. [Experience shows that our commerce with other countries
expands as they progress industrially and economically.

Greater production is the key to prosperity and peace. And the key
to greater production is a wider and more vigorous application of modern
scientific and technical knowledge.

Only by helping the least fortunate of its members to help themselves
can the human family achieve the decent, satisfying life that is the right
of all people.
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Democracy along can supply the vitalizing force to atir the peoples of
the world into triumphant action, not only agninst their human oppres-
sors, but also against their ancient enemies-hunger, misery, and despair.

On the basis of these four major courses of action we hope to help
create the conditions that will lead eventually to personal freedom and
happiness for all mankind.

If we are to be successful in carrying out these policies, it is clear
that we must have continued prosperity in this country and we must
keep ourselves strong.

Slowly but surely we are weaving a world fabric of international
security and growing prosperity.

We are aided by all who wish to live in freedom from fear—even by
those who live today in fear under their own governments.

We are aided by all who want relief from the lies of propaganda—
who desire truth and sincerity.

We are aided by all who desire self-government and a voice in deciding
their own affairs.

We are aided by all who long for economic security—for the security
and abundance that men in free societies can enjoy.

We are aided by all who desire freedom of speech, freedom of religion,
and freedom to live their own lives for useful ends.

Our allies are the millions who hunger and thirst after righteousness.

In due time, as our stability becomes manifest, as more and more
nations come to know the benefits of democracy and to participate in
growing abundance, I believe that those countries which now oppose us
will abandon their delusions and join with the free nations of the world
in a just settlement of international differences.

Events have brought our American democracy to new influence and
new responsibilities. They will test our courage, our devotion to duty,
and our concept of liberty.

But I say to all men, what we have achieved in liberty, we will surpass
in greater liberty.

Steadfast in our faith in the Almighty, we will advance toward a world
where man’s freedom is secure.

To that end we will devote our strength, our resources, and our firm-
ness of resolve. With God’s help, the future of mankind will be assured
in a world of justice, harmony, and peace.
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Duwight D. Eisenhower

FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS

JaNuary 20, 1953

My friends, before I begin the expression of those thoughts that I
deem appropriate to this moment, would you permit me the privilege
of uttering a little private prayer of my own. And I ask that you bow
your heads.

Almighty God, as we stand here at this moment my future associates
in the executive branch of government join me in beseeching that Thou
will make full and complete our dedication to the service of the people
in this throng, and their fellow citizens everywhere.

Give us, we pray, the power to discern clearly right from wrong,
and allow all our words and actions to be governed thereby, and by the
laws of this land. Espccxally we pray that our concern shall be for
all the people regardless of station, race, or calling.

May cooperation be permitted and be the mutual aim of those who,
under the concepts of our Constitution, hold to differing political faiths;
so that all may work for the good of our beloved country and Thy glory.
Amen.

My fellow citizens:

The world and we have passed the midway point of a century of
continuing challenge. We sense with all our faculties that forces of
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good and evil are massed and armed and opposed s rarely before in
history.

This fact defines the meaning of this day. We are summoned by
this honored and historic ceremony to witness more than the act of
one citizen swearing his oath of service, in the presence of God. We
are called as a people to give testimony in the sight of the world to our
faith that the future shall belong to the free.

Since this century’s beginning, a time of tempest has seemed to come
upon the continents of the earth. Masses of Asia have awakened to
strike off shackles of the past. Great nations of Europe have fought
their bloodiest wars. Thrones have toppled and their vast empires
have disappeared. New nations have been born.

For our own country, it has been a time of recurring trial. We
have grown in power and in responsibility. We have passed through
the anxieties of depression and of war to a summit unmatched in man’s
history. Seeking to secure peace in the world, we have had to fight
through the forests of the Argonne, to the shores of Iwo Jima, and to
the cold mountains of Korea.

In the swift rush of great events, we find ourselves groping to know
the full sense and meaning of these times in which we live. In our
quest of understanding, we beseech God’s guidance. We summon all
our knowledge of the past and we scan all signs of the future. We bring
all our wit and all our will to meet the question:

How far have we come in man’s long pilgrimage from darkness
toward light? Are we nearing the light—a day of freedom ard of
peace for all mankind? Or are the shadows of another night closing
in upon us?

Great as are the preoccupations absorbing us at home, concerned
as we are with matters that deeply affect our livelihood today and our
vision of the future, each of these domestic problems is dwarfed by,
and often even created by, this question that involves all human kind.

This trial comes at a moment when man’s power to achieve good
or to inflict evil surpasses the brightest hopes and the sharpest fears
of all ages. We can turn rivers in their courses, level mountains to
the plains. Oceans and land and sky are avenues for our colossal
commerce. Disease diminishes and life lengthens.

Yet the promise of this life is imperiled by the very genius that has
made it possible. Nations amass wealth. Labor sweats to create—
and turns out devices to level not only mountains but also cities. Science
seems ready to confer upon us, as its final gift, the power to erase
human life from this planet. :

At such a time in history, we who are free must proclaim anew our
faith.

This faith is the abiding creed of our fathers. It is our faith in the
deathless dignity of man, governed by eternal moral and natural laws.
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This faith defines our full view of life. It establishes, beyond debate,
those gifts of the Creator that are man’s inalienable rights, and that
make all men equal in His sight.

In the light of this equality, we know that the virtues most cherished
by free people—love of truth, pride of work, devotion to country—all
are treasures equally precious in the lives of the most humble and of
the most exalted. The men who mine coal and fire furnaces and
balance ledgers and turn lathes and pick cotton and heal the sick and
plant corn—all serve as proudly, and as profitably, for America as the
statesmen who draft treaties and the legislators who enact laws.

This faith rules our whole way of life. It decrees that we, the people,
elect leaders not to rule but to serve. It asserts that we have the right
to choice of our own work and to the reward of our own toil. It
inspires the initiative that makes our productivity the wonder of the
world. And it warns that any man who seeks to deny equality among
all his brothers betrays the spirit of the free and invites the mockery
of the tyrant.

It is because we, all of us, hold to these principles that the political
changes accomplished this day do not imply turbulence, upheaval or
disorder. Rather this change expresses a purpose of strengthening our
dedication and devotion to the precepts of our founding documents,
a conscious renewal of faith in our country and in the watchfulness of
a Divine Providence.

The enemies of this faith know no god but force, no devotion but
its use. They tutor men in treason. They feed upon the hunger of
others. Whatever defies them, they torture, especially the truth.

Here, then, is joined no argument between slightly differing philoso-
phies. This conflict strikes directly at the faith of our fathers and the
lives of our sons. No principle or treasure that we hold, from the
spiritual knowledge of our free schools and churches to the creative
magic of free labor and capital, nothing lies safely beyond the reach
of this struggle.

Freedom is pitted against slavery; lightness against the dark.

The faith we hold belongs not to us alone but to the free of all the
world. This common bond binds the grower of rice in Burma and the
planter of wheat in Iowa, the shepherd in southern Italy and the moun-
taineer in the Andes. It confers a common dignity upon the French
soldier who dies in Indo-China, the British soldier killed in Malaya, the
American life given in Korea.

We know, beyond this, that we are linked to all free peoples not merely
by a noble idea but by a simple need. No free people can for long cling
to any privilege or enjoy any safety in economic solitude. For all our
own material might, even we need markets in the world for the surpluses
of our farms and our factories. Equally, we need for these same farms
and factories vital materials and products of distant lands. This basic
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law of interdependence, so manifest in the commerce of peace, applies
with thousand-fold intensity in the event of war.

So we are petsuadcd by necessity and by belief that the strength of all
free peoples lies in unity; their danger, in discord.

To produce this unity, to meet the challenge of our tlmc, destiny has
laid upon our country the responsibility of the free world’s leadership.

So it is proper that we assure our friends once again that, in the dis-
charge of this responsibility, we Americans know and we observe the
difference between world leadership and imperialism; between firmness
and truculence; between a thoughtfully calculated goal and spasmodic
reaction to the stimulus of emergencies.

We wish our friends the world over to know this above all: we face
the threat—not with dread and confusion—but ‘with_confidence_gnd
“onviction.

Wg_i_el this moral strength because we know that we are not help-
less prisoners of history. We are free 1 men. We shall remain f free, ne never
t0 be proven guilty of the one capltal offense against frecdom, a Tack
ofstanchfaith. b
77 In pleading our just cause before the bar of history and in pressing
four labor for world peace, we shall be guided by certain fixed principles.

These principles are:

(1) Abhorring war as a chosen way to balk the purposes of those

A \w ho threaten us, we hold it to be the first task of statesmanship to de-

velop the strength that will deter the forces of aggression and promote
the conditions of peace. For, as it must be the supreme purpose of all
free men, so it must be the dedication of their leaders, to save humanity
from preying upon itself.

In the light of this principle, we stand ready to engage with any
and all others in joint effort to remove the causes of mutual fear and
distrust among nations, so as to make possible drastic reduction of
armaments. The sole requisites for undertaking such effort are that—
in their purpose—they be aimed logically and honestly toward secure
peace for all; and that—in their result—they provide methods by which
every participating nation will prove good faith in carrying out its
pledge.

(2) Realizing that common sense and common decency alike dictate
the futility of appeasement, we shall never try to placate an aggressor
by the false and wicked bargain of trading honor for security. Ameri-
cans, indeed all free men, remember that in the final choice a soldier’s
pack is not so heavy a burden as a prisoner’s chains.

(3) Knowing that only a United States that is strong and immensely
productive can help defend freedom in our world, we view our Nation’s
strength and security as a trust upon which rests the hope of free men
everywhere. It is the firm duty of each of our free citizens and of every
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free citizen everywhere to place the cause of his country before the com-
fort, the convenience of himself.

(4) Honoring the identity and the special heritage of each nation in
the world, we shall never use our strength to try to impress upon another
people our own cherished political and economic institutions.

(5) Assessing realistically the needs and capacities of proven friends
of freedom, we shall strive to help them to achieve their own security
and well-being. Likewise, we shall count upon them to assume, within
the limits of their resources, their full and just burdens in the common
defense of freedom.

(6) Recognizing economic health as an indispensable basis of mili-
tary strength and the free world’s peace, we shall strive to foster every-
where, and to practice ourselves, policies that encourage productivity
and profitable trade. For the impoverishment of any single people
in the world means danger to the well-being of all other peoples.

(7) Appreciating that economic need, military security and political
wisdom combine to suggest regional groupings of free peoples, we hope,
within the framework of the United Nations, to help strengthen such
special bonds the world over. The nature of these ties must vary with
the different problems of different areas.

In the Western Hemisphere, we enthusiastically join with all our
neighbors in the work of perfecting a community of fraternal trust and
common purpose.

In Europe, we ask that enlightened and inspired leaders of the West-
ern nations strive with renewed vigor to make the unity of their peoples
a reality. Only as free Europe unitedly marshals its strength can it
effectively safeguard, even with our help, its spiritual and cultural
heritage.

(8) Conceiving the defense of freedom, like freedom itself, to be one
and indivisible, we hold all continents and peoples in equal regard and
honor. We reject any insinuation that one race or another, one people
or another, is in any sense inferior or expendable.

(9) Respecting the United Nations as the living sign of all people’s
hope for peace, we shall strive to make it not merely an eloquent sym-
bol but an effective force. And in our quest for an honorable peace,
we shall neither compromise, nor tire, nor ever cease.

By these rules of conduct, we hope to be known to all peoples.

By their observance, an earth of peace may become not a vision but
afact.

This hope—this supreme aspiration—must rule the way we live.

We must be ready to dare all for our country. For history does not
long entrust the care of freedom to the weak or the timid. We must
acquire proficiency in defense and display stamina in purpose.
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We must be willing, individually and as a Nation, to accept whatever
sacrifices may be required of us. A people that values its privileges
above its principles soon loses both.

These basic precepts are not lofty abstractions, far removed from
matters of daily living. They are laws of spiritual strength that gen-
erate and define our material strength. Patriotism means equipped
forces and a prepared citizenry. Moral stamina means more energy
and more productivity, on the farm and in the factory. Love of liberty
means the guarding of every resource that makes freedom possible—
from the sanctity of our families and the wealth of our soil to the genius
of our scientists.

And so each citizen plays an indispensable role. The productivity
of our heads, our hands, and our hearts is the source of all the strength
we can command, for both the enrichment of our lives and the winning
of the peace.

No person, no home, no community can be beyond the reach of this
call. We are summoned to act in wisdom and in conscience, to work
with industry, to teach with persuasion, to preach with conviction, to
weigh our every deed with care and with compassion. For this truth
must be clear before us: whatever America hopes to bring to pass in
the world must first come to pass in the heart of America.

The peace we seek, then, is nothing less than the practice and fulfill-
ment of our whole faith among ourselves and in our dealings with
others. This signifies more than the stifing of guns, easing the sorrow
of war. More than escape from death, it is a way of life. More
than a haven for the weary, it is a hope for the brave.

This is the hope that beckons us onward in this century of trial. This
is the work that awaits us all, to be done with bravery, with charity,
and with prayer to Almighty God.

SECOND INAUGURAL ADDRESS

January 21, 1957

The Price of Peace

Mr. Chairman, Mr. Vice President, Mr. Chief Justice, Mr. Speaker,
members of my family and friends, my countrymen, and the friends
of my country, wherever they may be, we meet again, as upon a like
moment 4 years ago, and again you have witnessed my solemn oath
of service to you.

I, too, am a witness, today testifying in your name to the principles
and purposes to which we, as a people, are pledged.

Before all else, we seek, upon our common labor as a nation, the
blessings of Almighty God. And the hopes in our hearts fashion the
deepest prayers of our whole people.

May we pursue the right without self-righteousness.

May we know unity without conformity.

May we grow in strength without pride in self.

May we, in our dealings with all peoples of the earth, ever speak
truth and serve justice.

And so shall America—in the sight of all men of good will—prove
true to the honorable purposes that bind and rule us as a people in all
this time of trial through which we pass.

We live in a land of plenty, but rarely has this earth known such
peril as today.

In our Nation work and wealth abound. Our population grows.
Commerce crowds our rivers and rails, our skies, harbors, and high-
ways. Our soil is fertile, our agriculture productive. The air rings
with the song of our industry—rolling mills and blast furnaces, dynamos,
dams, and assembly lines—the chorus of America the bountiful.

This is our home—yet this is not the whole of our world. For our
world is where our full destiny lies—with men, of all people, and all
nations, who are or would be free. And for them—and so for us—
thisis no time of ease or of rest.

In too much of the earth there is want, discord, danger. New forces
and new nations stir and strive across the earth, with power to bring,
by their fate, great good or great evil to the free world’s future. From
the deserts of North Africa to the islands of the South Pacific one-third
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of all mankind has entered upon a historic struggle for a new freedom;
freedom from grinding poverty. Acréss all continents, nearly a billion
people seek, sometimes almost in desperation, for the skills and knowl-
edge and assistance by which they may satisfy from their own resources,
the material wants common to all mankind.

No nation, however old or great, escapes this tempest of change and
turmoil. Some, impoverished by the recent World War, seek to restore
their means of livelthood. In the heart of Europe, Germany still stands
tragically divided. So is the whole Continent divided. And so, too, is
all the world.

The divisive force is international communism and the power that
it controls.

The designs of that power, dark in purpose, are clear in practice,
It strives to seal forever the fate of those it has enslaved. It strives to
break the ties that unite the free. And it strives to capture—to exploit
for its own greater power—all forces of change in the world, especially
the needs of the hungry and the hopes of the oppressed.

Yet the world of international communism has itself been shaken
by a fierce and mighty force: the readiness of men who love freedom
to pledge their lives to that love. Through the night of their bondage,
the unconquerable will of heroes has struck with the swift, sharp thrust
of lightning Budapest is no longer merely the name of a city; hence-
forth it is a new and shining symbol of man’s yearning to be free.
[Applause.]

Thus across all the globe there harshly blow the winds of change.
And, we—though fortunate be our lot—know that we can never turn
our back to them.

We look upon this shaken earth, and we declare our firm and fixed
purpose—the building of a peace with justice in a world where moral
law prevails.

The building of such a peace is a bold and solemn purpose. To
proclaim it is easy. To serve it will be hard. And to attain it, we
must be aware of its full meaning—and ready to pay its full price.

We know clearly what we seek, and why.

We seek peace, knowing that peace is the climate of freedom. And
now, as in no other age, we seek it because we have been warned, by
the power of modern weapons, that peace may be the only climate
possible for human life itself.

Yet this peace we seek cannot be born of fear alone: it must be
rooted in the lives of nations. There must be justice, sensed and
shared by all peoples, for, without justice the world can know only a
tense and unstable truce. There must be law, steadily invoked and
respected by all nations, for without law, the world promises only such
meager justice as the pity of the strong upon the weak. But the law
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of which we speak, comprehending the values of freedom, affirms the
equality of all nations, great and small.

Splendid as can be the blessings of such a peace, high will be its
cost, in toil patiently sustained, in help honorably given, in sacrifice
calmly borne.

We are called to meet the price of this peace.

To counter the threat of those who seek to rule by force, we must
pay the costs of.our own needed military strength, and help to build
the security of others.

We must use our skills and knowledge and, at times, our substance,
to help others rise from misery, however far the scene of suffering may
be from our shores. For wherever in the world a people knows des-
perate want, there must appear at least the spark of hope, the hope of
progress—or there will surely rise at last the flames of conflict.

We recognize and accept our own deep involvement in the destiny
of men everywhere. We are accordingly pledged to honor, and to
strive to fortify, the authority of the United Nations. For in that body
rests the best hope of our age for the assertion of that law by which
all nations may live in dignity.

And, beyond this general resolve, we are called to act a responsible
role in the world’s great concerns or conflicts—whether they touch
upon the affairs of a vast region, the fate of an island in the Pacific,
or the use of a canal in the Middle East. Only in respecting the hopes
and cultures of others will we practice the equality of all nations.
Only as we show willingness and wisdom in giving counsel, in receiving
counsel, and in sharing burdens, will we wisely perform the work of
peace.

For one truth must rule all we think and all we do. No people can
live to itself alone. The unity of all who dwell in freedom is their
only sure defense. The economic need of all nations—in mutual de-
pendence—makes isolation an impossibility; not even America’s pros-
perity could long survive if other nations did not prosper. No nation
can longer be a fortress, lone and strong and safe. And any pcople,
seeking such shelter for themselves, can now build only their own pnson

Our p_ledge to these principles is.constant, because we believe in
their rightness.

do not fear t , rica is no stranger to
much of its semt Evcrgwhgm y;scg t.hc_hsecds of the same growth
that America itself has s_known.... The ,,Ammxxmgm has for
gerierations, 'ﬁrcmpasmon and the courage of millions elsew]EFe

Teeking freedom, equality, and gp_Eortumty And the American story

of material progress has helped excite the longing of all needy peoples
for some satisfaction of their human wants. These hopes that we have
helped to inspire, we can help to fulfill.

In this confidence, we speak plainly to all peoples.
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We cherish our friendship with all nations that are or would be free.
We respect, no less, their independence. And when, in time of want
or peril, they ask our help, they may honorably receive it; for we no
more seek to buy their sovereignty than we would sell our own.
Sovereignty is never bartered among freemen.

We honor the aspirations of those nations which, now captive, long
for freedom. We seek neither their military alliance nor any artificial
imitation of our society. And they can know the warmth of the welcome
that awaits them when, as must be, they join again the ranks of
freedom.

We honor, no less in this divided world than in a Jess tormented
time, the people of Russia. We do not dread, rather do we welcome,
their progress in education and industry. We wish them success in
their demands for more intellectual freedom, greater security before
their own laws, fuller enjoyment of the rewards of their own toil. For
as such things come to pass, the more certain will be the coming of
that day when our peoples may freely meet in friendship.

So we voice our hope and our belief that we can help to heal this
divided world. Thus may the nations cease to live in trembling before
the menace of force. Thus may the weight of fear and the weight of
arms be taken from the burdened shoulders of mankind.

This, nothing less, is the labor to which we are called and our strength
dedicated.

And so the prayer of our people carries far beyond our own frontiers,
to the wide world of our duty and our destiny.

May the light of freedom, coming to all darkened lands, flame
brightly—until at last the darkness is no more.

May the turbulence of our age yield to a true time of peace, when
men and nations shall share a life that honors the dignity of each, the
brotherhood of all.
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FJohn F. Kennedy

INAUGURAL ADDRESS

January 20, 1961

Mr. Chief Justice, President Eisenhower, Vice President Nixon,
President Truman, reverend clergy, fellow citizens, we observe today
not a victory of party, but a celebration of freedom—symbolizing an
end, as well as a beginning—signifying renewal, as well as change.
For I have sworn before you and Almighty God the same solemn oath
our forebears prescribed nearly a century and three quarters ago.

The world is very different now. For man holds in his mortal hands
the power to abolish all forms of human poverty and all forms of human
life. And yet the same revolutionary beliefs for which our forebears
fought are still at issue around the globe—the belief that the rights of
man come not from the generosity of the state, but from the hand of
God.

We dare not forget today that we are the heirs of that first revolu-
tion. Let the ward go forth from this time and place, to friend and foe
alike, that the torch has been passed to a new generation of Ameri-
cans—born in this century, tempered by war dlsc1phned by a hard

g ]
and bitter peace, proud of our ancient heritage—and unwﬂling to wit-

ness or permit the slow undoing. of those-human rights to which this
%t_ig_rl__lgaialmmcmmmmlttcd, and to which we are committed
today at home and around the world
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Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall
pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend,
oppose any foe, in order to assure the survival and the success of liberty.

This much we pledge—and more.

To those old allies whose cultural and spiritual origins we share, we
pledge the loyalty of faithful friends. United, there is little we cannot
doin a host of cooperative ventures. Divided, there is little we can do—
for we dare not meet a powerful challenge at odds and split asunder.

To those new States whom we welcome to the ranks of the free, we
pledge our words that one form of colonial control shall not have passed
away merely to be replaced by a far greater iron tyranny. We shall
not always expect to find them supporting our view. But we shall always
hope to find them strongly supporting their own freedom—and to re-

member that, in the past, those who foolishly sough hy_xiding
the back of the tiger ended up inside.

To those peoples in the Kt afid villages across the globe struggling to
break the bonds of mass misery, we pledge our best efforts to help them
help themselves, for whatever period is required—not because the Com-
munists may be doing it, not because we seek their votes, but because it
isright. If a free society cannot help the many who are poor, it cannot
save the few who are rich.

To our sister republics south of our border, we offer a special pledge—-
to convert our good words into good deeds, in a new alliance for prog-
ress, to assist free men and free governments in casting off the chains
of poverty. But this peaceful revolution of hope cannot become the
prey of hostile powers. Let all our neighbors know that we shall join
with them to oppose aggression or subversion anywhere in the Ameri-
cas. And let every other power know that this hemisphere intends to
remain the master of its own house.

To that world assembly of sovercign states, the United Nations,
our last best hope in an age where the instruments of war have far
outpaced the instruments of peace, we renew our pledge of support——
to prevent it from becoming merely a forum for invective—to strengthen
its shield of the new and the weak—and to enlarge the area in which its
writ may run.

Finally, to those nations who would make themselves our adversary,
we offer not a pledge but a request: that both sides begin anew the
quest for peace, before the dark powers of destruction unleashed by
science engulf all humanity in planned or accidental self-destruction,

We dare not tempt them with weakness. For only when our arms
are sufficient beyond doubt can we be certain beyond doubt that they
will never be employed.

But neither can two great and powerful groups of nations take comfort
from our present course—both sides overburdened by the cost of modern
weapons, both rightly alarmed by the steady spread of the deadly atom,
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