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LYN NOFZIGER

30 December, 1987

The Honorable Howard Baker
Chief of staff

The white House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Howard:

I have been asked by friends of mine at the Afghanistan Resistance
Relief Center if I could help them regarding a possible meeting
between the President and Ge :al Abdul-Rahim Wardak, who is
described to me as "the top military leader of NIFA (National
Islamic Front of Afghanistan.)"

General Wardak was apparently the first defector when the Com-
munists took over Afghanistan in 1978. At that time, he was a
military attache in India. I am told he is bringing his young
son to the United States for medical treatment, and he will be
staying here through the first week of January.

I have no knowledge of how you all are handling the situation
with the Afghanis, and I don't know what your policy is regarding
talking to any of their leaders, whether it be the President or
you or whoever. However, if you wish to talk to him, or if you
would consent to talking to him, he can be reached through a
woman named Russell Rawding — strange name for a waman, but
that's it. She is the Executive Assistant to John Herrington,

so she can be reached over at the Department of Energy.

My own feeling, from a purely political standpoint, is that the
President should do some visible things that reassure conservatives
in this country that he has not gone "soft on Commmism." Because,
while you and I know he hasn't, same of the things he said during
the summit disturbed his political base considerably.

Thanks for taking the time to read this. I hope things are going

well for you.

LYN NOFZIGER

PS - I am sending an identical letter to Frank Carlucci.

1526 Eighteenth Street, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20036 (703) 332-4030
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January 7, 1987

Colin,

General Wardak is a credible figure, but not
necessarily one of great stature. Having met with
Khalis, the leader of the umbrella group of the
Resistance, it may not make sense for the
President now to meet with someone of lower
stature from a particular tribe. A publicized
meeting with Wardak--the kind Nofzinger seeks--
might not play well among the Resistance, and the
last thing we need to do at this point is to
inadvertantly rekindle tribal rivalries. Both
Shirin and I feel that it would be a mistake for
the President to meet with Wardak--a private,
lower-level meeting would make sense.

Dennis Ross






January 5, 1988

TO: General Colin Powell

FROM: HOWARD H. BAKER,JR.
CHIEF OF TAFF

Be »>re I answer the attached letter
to me from Lyn Nofziger I would
like to chat about this.

Thank you.
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Ludmilla Thomme of Freedom
House, testifying Oct. 21 before the

and POWSs, fncluding officers, inside Af-
ghanistan.

Senate Investigations Subcommittee:

If a steady flow of Red Army deserters
from Afghanistan were to make its way to
the West it just could act as yet another
possible lever on the Kremlin leadership to
force them to reconsider their policy in
that country. . . .

Unfortunately, during my many meet-
ings.with U.S. government officials during
. these past four years, they were usually
aghast at the idea that there may be a
whole stream of Red Army defectors if
more deserters are brought out.

So far, the United States has brought
only six Soviet Army deserters to this
country, while in one year alone- 198522
others were killed during desperate at-
tempts to escape or to gain asylum. That is
not a very good record for freedom-loving
America. It is estimated that there are
several hundred Soviet Army defeclors

... I have repeatedly provided our
government with the names of Soviet
Army defectors who have asked for politi-
cal asylum in this country. I have with me
today a list of 17 such defectors.

I have been told, again and again, that
the main problemn with spiriting Red Army
defectors out of Afghanistan is that they
have te tronsit very hriefly through a third
counlry, and that this country doesn't want
to participate in the effort, in fear of the
Soviets' retribution. Yes, there are some
problems with the use of transit countries
{such as Pakistan}, but they are not insur-
mountable. :

I have now come to the sad conclusion
that the main problem has been this coun-
try, and not any third country. There has
been an apparent lack of resolve on the
part of this administration to get these
boys out.
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