


FOOTNOTES
(1) Costs are hypothesized to occur in this category, | : sufficient data are.
not available to develop a reliable estimate.

(2) Total costs to society for the three 1 disorders are not comparable,
since 1¢ " 1ess of data available for € ) cost category varies '
signficantly, e.g. the estimate of reduced productivity ; relatively complete
for alcohol abuse, only partially complete for drug abuse, and incomplete for

mental illness.




Recent Trends and Findings

0

The 1983 Houselold Survey shows that there were approximately
118 million current users of alcohol. 18 million users of
marijuana and almost 6 milllion cocaine users. (Refer to Chart
%1) Although the numbers are high, the abuse of most drugs
either leveied off in 1983. or was decreasing as compared to
1982, year of last survey.

New calculations based on the 1985 Houseiold Survev show the
cG..owing positive increases in the average age at first use of

"gateway"” drugs: {Refer to Chart 22)

1982 1983
cigarettes 10.9 i1.4
alcohol 12.3 i2.8
marijuana 13.4 3.3

Althougn the trends ure encourasging, findings show that serious
problems continue to exist: 36.8 million Americans (19%) of the
household population age 12 years and older) reported having
tried marijuana. cocaine. or other illicit dri ;5 at least once
in the p~~* w~-r, and 23 million {’"*) reportea having tried
illicit arugs at ieast once during tne month prior to being
surveved. These statistics are conservative estimates due to
the fact that the surveys used do not include prisons and other
institutions. or the homeless population.

Among American women. 18-3J vears of age, almost one-third (30%)
ased an illicit drug at least once in the past year, and nearly
one-fifth (18%) used an illicit drug at least once in the past
month. Expanded prevention efforts with this population are
required.

Among employed Americans, 20-40 years of age. nearly one out of
six (16%) reported using marijuana at least once in the past
month; and one out of every 20 (5%) reported using cocaine.
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Sources:

|) National usehold Survey of Drug Abuse, 1982, Po; lation Projections, for
1e National Institute on Drug Abuse

(2) National High School Senior Survey, 1985, for the National Institute on
Drug Abuse

(3) vital Statistics in the U.S., 1980 Vvol, II, Mortality, Part A,

U.S. Department of Health and Human “<..ices, 1985.

(4) Fatal Accident Reporting System, Department of Transportation, 1984.

For further information:

National Institute on Drug Abuse, (301)443-6780
Nati 1al Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism,

(301)443-3860
Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental Health A¢ inistration,

(301) 443-3783
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(1) Costs are hypothesized to occur in this category, t . sufficient data are
not available to develop a reliable estimate.

(2) Total costs to society for the three ADM disorders ‘e not comparable,

si e completer ;s of data available for each cost category varies

si ficantly, e.g. the estimate of | uced productivity is relatively complete
for alcohol abuse, only partially complete for drug abu: . and incomplete for

me .al illness.



