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YET WE MUST RECOGNIZE THAT TP~
INTERNMENT OF JAPANESE AM_ICANS WAS JUST
THAT -- A MISTAKE. FOR THROUGHOUT THE WAR,
JAPANESE-AMERICANS IN THE TENS OF THOUSANDS
REMAINED UTTERLY LOYAL TO THE UNITED STATES.

INDEED, SCORES OF JAPANESE-AMERICANS
VOLUNTEERED FOR OUR ARMED FORCES --
| NY STEPPING FORWARD IN THE INTERNMENT
CAMPS THEMSELVES. THE 442np REGIMENTAL
C IBAT TEAM, MADE UP ENTIRELY OF
JAPANESE-AMERICANS, SERVED WITH IMMENSE
[™STINCTION -- TO DEFEND THIS NATION,

THFT™ NATION.

YET BACK AT H 1E, THE SOLDIERS’
FAMILIES WERE BEING DENIED THE VERY FREEDOM
FOR WHICH SO MANY OF THE SOLDIERS THEMSELVES
¥'*"" LAYING DOWN THEIR LIVES.
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CONGRESSMAN NORMAN MINETA, WITH US
TODAY, WAS 10 YEARS OLD WHEN HIS FAMILY WAS
INTERNED. IN HE CONGRESSMAN’s WORDS:

"MY OWN FAMILY WAS SENT FIRST TO SANTA ANITA
RACTTRACK. WE SHOWERED IN THE HORSE
PADDOCKS. SOME FAMILIES LIVED IN CONVERTI™
STABLES, OTHERS IN HASTILY THROWN TOGETHER
BARRACKS. WE WERE THEN MOVED TO HEART
MOUNTAIN, WYOMING, WHERE OUR ENTIRE FAMILY
LIVED IN ONE SMALL ROOM OF A RUDE TARPAPER
BARRACK. "

LIKE SO MANY TENS OF THOUSANDS
OF OTHERS, THE MEMBERS OF THE MINETA FAMILY
LIVED IN THOSE CONDITIONS NOT FOR A MATTER
OF WEEKS OR M ITHS, BUT FOR 3 LONG YEARS.









YOU SEE, WHILE MARY AND HER PARENTS WERE
IN AN INTER IEN CAMP, (CAH-zoo-oH) SERVED
AS STAFF SERGEANT TO THE 442np REGIMENTAL
COMBAT TEAM. IN ONE ACTION, (CAH-zo0-oH)
ORDERED HIS MEN BACK AND ADVANCED THROUGH
HEAVY FIRE, HAULING A MORTAR. FOR 12 HOURS,
HE ENGAGED IN A SINGLE-HANDED BARRAGE OF
NAZI POSITIONS. SEVERAL WEEKS LATER AT
CASSINO, (CAH-z )-oH) STAGED ANOTHER LONE
ADVANCE. THIS ° ME, IT COST HIM HIS LIFE.

THE NEWSPAPER CLIPPING NOTES THAT HER
TWO SURVIVI i BROTHERS WERE WITH MARY AND
HER PARENTS ON THE LITTLE PORCH THAT
MORNING. THESE TWO BROTHERS -- LIKE THE
HEROIC {CAH-zoo-oH) -- HAD SERVED IN THE
U.S. ARMY.
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AFTER GENERAL STILWELL MADE THE AWARD,
THE MOTION PICT RE ACTRESS LOUISE
ALLBRITTON -- A TEXAS GIRL -- TOLD HOW
A TEXAS BATTALION HAD BEEN SAVED BY THE
442np. OTHER SHOW BUSII 'SS PERSONALITIES
PAID TRIBUTE -- ROBERT YOUNG,
WILL ROGERS, JR. AND | IE YOUNG ACTOR SAID
THIS:

"BLOOD THAT HAS SOAKED INTO THE SANDS
OF A BEACH IS Al . OF ONE COLOR.
AMERICA STANDS UNIQUE IN THE WORLD, THE ONLY
COUNTRY NOT FOUNDED ON RACE, BUT ON A WAY --
AN IDEAL. NOT i~ SPITE OF, BUT BECAUSE
OF OUR POLYGLOT BACKGROUND, WE HAVE HAD ALL
THE STRENGTH IN THE WORLD. THAT IS THE
AMERICAN WAY."



THE NAME OF THAT YOUNG ACTOR WAS RONALD
REAGAN.

AND, YES, THE IDEAL OF LIBERTY AND
JUSTICE FOR ALL -- THAT IS ST™' THE
AMERICAN WAY.

THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU.

AND NOW, *°T ME SIGN H.R. 442 --

SO FITTINGLY NAMED IN HONOR OF THE 442nD

2R 2N















"Blood that has soaked into the sands of a beach is all of
one color. America stands unique in the world, the only country
not inded on race, but on a way -- an ideal. Not in spite of,
but k¥ ‘cause of our poly lot background, we have had all the
st /th in the world. That is the American way."

The name of that young actor was Ronald Reagan.

And, yes, the ideal of ] '»erty and justice for all -- that
hi 1l the American way.

Thank you and God bless you.

And now, let me 1ign H.R. 442 ~- > fittingly named in honor

of the 442nd.






(Robinson/ARD)
August 9, 1988

6:30 p.m.
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SIGNING CEREMONY FOR JAPANESE 4%?
INTERNMENT LEGISLATION 4&?
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10, 1988 9
/7;,&
¥ ars of Congress, distinguished guests, my fellow '2

Americans:

¥ gather here today to right a grave wrong.

More than 40 years ago, shortly after the bombing of Pearl

‘bor, 120,000 persons of Japanese ancestry living in the U.S.

v e forcibly removed from their homes and placed in makeshift
i :ernment camps. This action was taken without trial, without
jury. ~: was based solely on race -- for these 120,000 were
Americans of Japanese descent.

Yes, the Nation was then at war, struggling for its
survival -- and it is not for us today to pass judgment upon
those who may have made mistakes while engaged in that great
struggle.

Yet we must recognize that the internment of Japanese
Americans was just that -- a mistake. For throughout the War,
Japanese-Americans in the tens of thousands remained utterly
loyal to the United States.

Indeed, scores of Japanes¢ Americans volunteered for ¢ -

Armed _)rces -- many stepping forward in the internment camps

€ :irely of Japanese-Americans, served with immense

¢ stinction -- to defend this Nation, their Nation.










“Blood that has soi: ed into the sands of a beach is all of
one ¢ .or. America stands unique in the world, the only country
not founded on race, but on a way -- an ideal. Not in spite of,
but because of our polyglot background, we have had all the
strength in the world. That is the American way."

The name of that young actor was Ronald Reagan.

And, yes, the ideal of liberty and justice for all -- that
is 1l the American way.

Thank you and God bless you.

And now, let me sic H.R. 442 -- so fittingly named in honor

of the 442nd.
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