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And now in closing, I wonder whether you’d pe 1it me
>nal 1 1iniscence -- one prompted by an old newspaper report
:nt to me by Rose Ochi, a former internee. The clipping comes
from the Pacific Citizen and is dated December 1945.

"Arriving by plane from Washington," the article begii ,

"General Joseph W. Stilwell pinned the Distinguished Servic

'0Ss on...Mary Masuda...in a simple ceremony on the porch of her
small frame shack near Talbert, Orange County....she was one of
the first Americans of Japanese ancestry to return from
relocation centers to California’s farmlands."

"Vinegar Joe" Stilwell was there that day to honor Kazuo
Masuda, Mary’s brother. You see, while Mary and her pare :s were
in an internment camp, Kazuo served as staff sergeant to the
442nd Regimental Combat Team. In one action, Kazuo ordered his

1 back and advanced through heavy fire, hauling a mortar. For
12 hours, he engaged in a single-handed barrage of Nazi
positions. Several weeks later at Cassino, Kazuo staged another
lone advance. This time, it cost him his life.

The newspaper clipping notes that her two surviving brothers
were with Mary on the little porch that morning. Like their dead
brother, both served in the Army.

After General Stilwell made the award, the motion picture

actress Louise Allbritton -- a Texas girl -- to. how a Te¢ 1is

7
personalities paid tribute -- Robert Young, Will Rogers, Jr. And

one young actor said this:



! | £ ° h lirm e of 1 1 11 -
one color. America stands unique in the world, the only country
not founded on race, but on a way -- an ideal. Not in spif{ of,

1t because of our polyglot background, we have had all the
:rength in the world. That is the A ‘:rican way.“

The name of that young actor, the newspaper records, was
Ronald Reagan.

And, yes, the ideal of liberty and justice for all -- that
is still the American way.

Thank you and God bless you.

And now, let me sign H.R. 442 -- so fittingly named in honor

of the 442nd.


























































































THE WHITE . E

WASHINGTON

April 20, 1988

MEMORANDUM FOR ARTHUR B. CULVAHOUSE, JR.

FROM: C. DEAN MCGRATH, JR()WC _

SUE 3iICT: Japanese Internment Legislation (5. 1009) - Status
Report

On arch 29, 1988, the President concurred with Senator Baker's
recommendation that the A¢ ini :ration withhold any further

th1 1t of a veto of S. 1009 and explore the px sibility of
reducing the potential costs. See Memorandum Yrom Howard H.
Baker, Jr., to the President (Mar. 29, 1988).

On April 18, 1988, we advised the Office of Management and Budget
1 we had no objection to Justice advising Members of Congress
é t their constitutional concerns (equal protection and

] intments Clause issues), provided no veto threat was

: uded. See Memorandum from C. Dean McGrath, Jr., to Branden
Blum (Apr. 18, 1988).

On April 19, 1988, we cleared a Statement of Administration

Pc cy that objected to S. 1009 on several grounds -- the nw =2r

of people covered, including interns who sought to relocate in an

enemy country; the cost; and coverage of persons from the Alaskan
itian Islands. The Statement did not include any reference to
:ice's concerns. See Memorandum from C. Dean McGrath, Jr., to
:t B. Dawson (Apr. 19, 1988).

Finally, on April 19, 1988, I orally advise¢ ~ the Office of Legal

Cou s3el that we had no objection to Justice's proposed report

I lng submitted, in writing, to tbF Senate. See Memorandum from

C. Dean McGrath, Jr., to the Fil (Apr. 19, 1988).




THE WHITE + |, E

WA HINGTON

March 29, 1988

'RANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

I OM: HOWARD H. BAKER, JR.
SUBJECT: RESTITUTION FOR JAPANESE INTERNMENT
I. ANALYSIS

IT.

TII.

The Senate will soon consider legislation to provide
restitution to individuals of Japanese ancestry who were
interned during World War II. Similar legislation
passed the House on September 17 by a vote of 243-141.
The Senate bill currently has 73 cosponsors. The
Department of Justice has testified agaipst both bills
and OMB issued a Statement of Administration position
opposing the House bill before its passage.

While there were reparations paid based on a 1948 Act,
they amounted to only $37 million for 26,500 claims. It
is estimated that there remain 60,000 eligible Japanese
Ar -icans who were interned. Both bills are simple
authorizations, requiring subsequent appropriations,
which would have to fit under the budget agreement
totals for next year.

F772MMENDATION

I recommend that we withhold any further threat of a
veto and explore with Congress the possibility of
reducing the potential costs while making it clear we
expect any subsequent appropriations to be in accord
with our budget agreement.

E ION

~

_Approve as Amended No Action




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH GTON

April 18, 1988

'MORANDUM FOR BRANDEN BLUM
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

RC : C. DEAN MCGRATH, JR. rc;
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO E ¢ T,

SUBJECT: [ rartment of Justice Draft Report on S. 1009 -
wartime Relmration and Tr+ernment ~f Civilians

~

This memorandum will confirm my oral advice ghat Counsel's office
has reviewed the above-referenced drait Department of Justice

1 rt on S. 1009 and, based on cur understanding that the

I >osed repert will not be formally submitted and that Justice
will not recommend that the President veto S. 1009, we have nc

1 jal objection to the Justice Department briefing Members of
Congre: on the s1 stance of their obiectior







THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 19, 1988

ORANDUM FOR ™77TT B. DAWSON
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR OPERATIONS

0M: C. DEAN MCGRATH, JR
ASSCCIATE COUNSEL T E RREFJIDENT

SUBJECT: Clearance of Stal nunent of’Administration
Policy on Japec~~-2 Internment (S. 1009)

~
-~

\\ \
Counsel's office has reviewed the above-referenced procpcsed
cement of Administration Policy on the Japanese internment

leg: lation (S. 1009) and, based on our understanding that this
matter has been discussed with the Department of Justice and that

1stic will not recommend that the President veto the proposed
legislation because of possible equal protection and Appointments
Clause problems, we have no legal obiection tc the proposed
Statement.

Thank vou for submitting this proposed Statement for our review.





































THE WH. .. HOUSE

WASHINGTON
M rch 29,
~ATE: —

N( Gase  JIM MILLER
1 ue President has

seen 0

acted upon o

-

commented upon
the attached; and it is forwarded to you for your:

info 1tion Q/

action 0

Rhett _awson
(x-2702)

Alan Kranowitz
A. B. Culvat v

Nancy Risque

cc:

1988
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