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U.S. Aides Say 
Iraqis Made Use 

Of a Nerve Gas 
52.,,, 

Assert Lab Gear Came 
From West Germans 

By SEYMOUR M. HERSH 
Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, March 29- United 
States intelligence officials say they 
have obtained wha,t .they believe to be 
incontrovertible evidence that Iraq has 
used nerve gas in its war with Iran and 
is nearing completion of extensive sites 
for the mass production of the lethal 
chemical warfare agent. · 

Pentagon, State Department and in­
telligence officials said in interviews 
this week that the evidence included 
documentation that Iraq has been buy­
ing laboratory equipment from a West 
Gern:\.an company, purchases that are ' 
believed to be linked to Iraq's nerve 
gas production plans. 

The intelligence also shows, the offi­
cials said, that Iraq has as many as five 
dispersed sites for the storage, produc­
tion and assembly of nerve gas weap-

', ons. Without intervenfiori;°' these offi­
cials said, Iraq is e!:itimated to be 
weeks or months away from. the ability 
to mount major chemical . attacks 
against Iran's far more numerous 
troops. 

Deep Underground Bunkers' 

Each of the sites, the officials said, 
has been built in deep underground 
bunkers, heavily fortified by concrete, 
that are reported to be six stories below 
the surface. Officials said the Iraqi 
concern appeared to be protection from 
an air attack. 

Neither the White House nor the 
State Department would formally com­
ment today on the intelligence informa­
tion. 

If full-scale chemical war develops, 
one senior American official said, ''the 
genie is out of the bottle." He added: 
"Arms control is down the drain. And 
we've . got our forces completely at 
risk.'' The official warned that because 
of the nature of chemical weapons, 
huge doses of which can be transported 

Continued on PageA6, Colµmn 1 
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German Company Denies It Sold 
A Pesticide Factory to the Iraqis 
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