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This is a 1970 rodio commentary which we just corme acrosis while
venrnrehing another quéstion, It does not refer to FATCO but
dore Jnunlve afr tyafffc controllers and doer provide rowe in-
alpht Into the President's thoughts on thedr respongibilitices

Hope {t is of sonce help,
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(Kepript of 9 radio propraw eptitled "“"pulles hLirvport"
Cormentary by Roenald Keaginy)

Kweryican cormmercial gviation hes a safely record unegualed in
all the wordd, but even so ve 51101 occasiopalldy heer that dreaded news »
flash of o plane that didn't rmake it, Occasionally 1 {1y into Phe
Washinpton's Dulles hirport, so a recent story ip Llectronic Engincerine
Times worried me more than a little bit,

The air traffic controllers, those gentlement who sit with their
eyes plued to g radar screen, “talking" planes into o xate londing
at Mulles hiave a compleint. -a very legitimate complaint, It has 1o
do with the performance in wet weathdr of ithe Vederal Aviation
hdministration's surtace detection system,

What we're talking about is the radar called the A.S.D.T.-2
which is used in bad weather to track aireraft after thoy drop to
sltitudes of 0 dcet oy lass,  The yadiating ontenna is housed in what
is called a rpbericaldy shaped radome.  That means it's in a round,
Lall)-shaped shedter. hat ball is made of rubberized canvas. When it
rains or npows (which is when it's needed rost) the woisture settles
on the ball and iv soaked up by that y-  ovized fabric., This reduces
the power of the signal rotuwrns and the air controller sces a white
spot on his sereen instcad of the moving blip made by the airplane he's
tracking.  Incidenially, this system s in uvse at about a dozen other
airports and the same complaint is made a1 all of them. ‘

Fehoh, enpinecrs have heen experinenting with difierent desipgns
and shapes tor the rademe 10 fing an answer 1o the problem.  They

hasve come up with one thot Jooks 1ike an vpside down tea cup. John
Covaan, Chicf of the Dulles airvave facilities fied)d oifice, nays this.
shape they've found is 1he ansuer, "The moisture drops »oll ofi ihe

dorme 1ike rain falling oft an overhanging roof" he says.

Well, vyou'd say that solves the ';n'-nblr-rnn-- -we trade in the oversi 2r
tennis balls for gver-rize inverted tea cups and we're all safer on a
rainy dav,  Rut hold on, Duldles airrert 16 & fedeyally-owned Facility.
shape in bedng Llocked for asesthetic reasons by the
Depiarament of Inieriors Edvisory Council of Historic Prescrvation.
Vashington's Fine Arts Commission also objects to the proposed new
done shape. :

ihe chonpe of

Bow did they pet inte the wet? Vell, 31 neers that the bDulles
hirpoyt torminal hoilding war reventdy nenlnetled Jor ine Nationed
epister of iirn

ierice Mlaces by ihe Cceoretary i Transporatien upon

the advice of the Advisery Councild) of Histeric Iverervaiion.  This in
doproup that overrees the care of such desdpnated bui Yéinpe.,  So
anything that thrcatens to chanpe the appearance of the girport huilding
fnocarediully looked at,

I hojpe l_l‘)' the time you hear this sanity has come 1o someone jp _
Wacshinpion, bot a1t the mowent the new anad Cafer dope has heen re jeered
and the V.40 contralloers vhoe heYyr pet the bip biyds calely down hos
Foct tes the Fine Avtn Commjnrion, o ‘

\ . .
Yor e, Iodon't care whether it Jooks like an urside down 1ea
cup oy an upside down forlope Cane 1w Jor piving those control)ers

whit they vant -eupecially vhen ihe veather Je Lad,
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AIR TRAXFIC CONTROLLER SUrFOAT

CHRGANIZATION
Ty . " Jo Herts
: r;;l "K) ‘ E. 10416 Nora
i :&!?1“ LA Spokane, WA 93200
il
] ‘ .
Reegon For Pr:sid:nt\\n--af‘ i c!
9841 Alrport Blvd, "
314730 - , : KR
Los /ngeles, CA 900H5 N
| : J;H
! 4 September 80 Rt

Dear lir. Heagani

Our organization 35 concerned with promoting Alr Safety and
educating the puvlic on matters concerning them an consumexrs in this
arsa. ke have a short questionnaire we would 1like you to answer for

us, If you womld., Your time is ap; clated.

1.. What is your peeition on the Match Act - whieh 1imlts political
involve.. nt of r~dexal Enployees?

2. Should you be elected, who would you appoint to head the Federal
Aviation Administration?

3. You have stated that you would cut federal jobs shonld you le
¢lected. Would you include Adr Traffic Controllers in this cut?

I, I you arr elected would you designate the use of the Aliport

Trust Fund for updating air traffic control equipment as it was
interded? : '

Thank you for your time. We hope to receive your reply by Cctobexr 15th,

Since Ly,

- )’ et S5

Jo Werts, Al.od
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--runway qgroqving;

~--OVEryun arcgas;

--runway end identifier lights; and

--more effective crash, fire and rescue scrvices,

4. And to procect the passenger after a survivable accident,
there is a need to:

-

-—improve aircraft cabin safety;

. --reduce post crash fircs;

--improve cabin materials to reduce f] mmability
and resulting toxicity; and

--increase passenger seat strength.,

All uf these projects are ' important.

I appreciate the opportunity to st _:e my ideas to the Airlinec
Passengers Association on aviation safety improvements. Although
the aviation industry has an excellent safety record, we can improve
it...and we~yill; I will give a high priority to doing just that,

Again, continuecd success in your endeavors.

Sincerely,

Ronald Reagan

E.... TRARSMISSION
T PLEASE ]-I'A"']) pre 1\n~B




THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE AUGUST 3, 1981

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

This morning at 7:00 am the union representing those who man America's air
traffic control facilities called a strike. This was the culmination

of seven months of negotiations betv 3:n the Federal Aviation Adminis=-
tration and the union.

At one point in these negotiations, agreement was reached and signed
by both sides granting a $40,000,000 increase in salaries and benefits.
This is twice what other government employees can expect. It was
granted in recognition of the difficulties inherent in the work these
people perform.

Now, however, the union demands are 17 times what had been agreed to --
$681 million. This would impose a tax burden on their fellow citizens
which is unacceptable.

I would like to thank the _ _pervisors and controllers who are on the
job today helping to keep the Nation's air syst_.. operating safely.

In the New York area, for example, four supervisors were scheduled

to report for work and 17 additionally volunteered. At National
Airport a traffic controller told a news person he had resigned from
the 1 ion and reported to work because, "How can I ask my kids to obey
the law if I don't." This is a great tribute to America.

Let me make one thing plain; I respect the right of workers in the
private sector to strike. Indeed as President of my own union I

led the first strike ever called by that union. I guess I'm the first
one to ever hold this office who is a life-time member of an AFL-CIO
union. But we cannot compare labor management relations in the
private sector with government. Government cannot close down the
assembly line, it has to provide without interruption the protective
services which are government's reason for being.

It was in recognition of this that the Congress passed a law forbidding
strikes by government employees against the public safety. Let me
read the solemn oath taken by each of these employees:

I am not participating in any strike against the
Government of the United States or any agency
thereof, and I will not so participate while an
employee of the Government of the United States
or any agency thereof.

It is for this reason I must tell those who failed to report for duty
this morning they are in violation of the law and if they do not
report for work within 48 hours they have forfeited their jobs and
will be terminated.






THE PRESIDENT: I have some people around here and
maybe I should refer that question to the Attorney General.

Q Do you think that they should go to jail, Mr.
President, anybody who violates this law?

THE PRESIDENT: I told you what I think should be done.
They are terminated.

ATTORNEY GENERAL SMITH: As the President has said,
striking under these circumstances constitutes a violation of the
law and we intend to initiate in appropriate cases criminal proceed-
ings .against those who have violated the law.

Q How quickly will you initiate criminal proceedings,
Mr. Attorney General?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SMITH: We will initiate those proceedings
as soon as we can.

Q Today?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SMITH: The process will be underway prob-
ably by nc n today.

Q Are you going to try and fine the union $1 million
per day?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SMITH: Well, that is the prerogative
of the courts. 1In the event that any individuals are found guilty of
contempt of a court order, the penalty for that is, of course, imposed
by the court.

Q How much more is the government prepared to offer
the union?

SECRETARY LEWIS: We think that we had a very satisfactory
offer on the table. It is twice what other government employees are
going to get, 11.4 percent. Their demands were so unreasonable that
there was no spot to negotiate, when you are talking to somebody 17
times away from where you presently are. We do not plan to increase
our offer to the union.

Q Under no circumstances?

SECRETARY LEWIS: As far as I am concerned, under no
circumstances.

Q Will you continue to meet with them?

-

SECRETARY LEWIS: We will not meet with the union as long

as they are on strike. When they are off of strike, and assuming that

r are not ad, we will meet with the union and try to nego-
tiate a satisfactory contract.

MORE
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Q Do you have any idea how it's going at the airports
around the country?

SECRETARY LEWIS: Relatively, it's going quite well.
We're operating somewhat in excess of 50 percent capacity. We
could increase that. We have determined that until we feel
we're in total control of the system that we will not increase
that. Also, as you probably know, we have some rather severe
weather in the Midwest and our first priority is safety.

Q What can you tell us about possible decertification
of the union and impoundment of its strike funds?

SECRETARY LEWIS: There has been a court action to
impound the strike fund of $3.5 million. We are going before
the National Labor Relations authority this morning and ask
for decertification of the union.

Q When you say that you're not going to increase
your offer, are you referring to the original offer or the last
offer which you've made? 1Is that still wvalid?

SECRETARY LEWIS: The last offer that we made in present
value was exactly the same as the first offer. Mr. Poli asked
me about 11:00 o'clock last evening if he could phase the increase
in over a period of time. For that reason, we phased it in over
a longer period of time. It would have given him a larger increase
in terms of where he would be when the next negotiations started,
but in present value it was the $40 million originally on the
table.

Q Mr. Attorney General, in seeking criminal
action against the union leaders, will you seek to put them
in jail if they do not order these people back to work?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SMITH: Well, we will seek
whatever penalty is appropriate under the circumstances in
each individual case.

Q Do you think that is an appropriate circumstance?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SMITH: It is certainly one
of the penalties that is provided for in the law, and in appropriate
cases, we could very well seek that penalty.

Q What is appropriate?

ATTTORNEY GENERAL SMITH: Well, that depends upon
the fact of each case.

Q What makes the difference?

Q Can I go back to my fine question? How much would
you like to see the union fined every day?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SMITH: Well, there's no way to
answer that question. We would just have to wait until we
get into court and see what the circumst: z¢ are : 2
what position we would take in the various cases ul ) s
as they develop.

Q But you won't go to court and ask the court
for a specific amount?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SMITH: Well, I'm sure we will when
we reach that point, but there's no way to pick a figure now.
MORE



Q Mr. President, will you delay your trip to
California or cancel it if the strike is still on later

this week?

THE PRESIDENT: If any situation should arise
that would require my presence here, naturally I will do
that. So that will be a decision that awaits what's going
to happen. May I just -- because I have to back in there
for another appointment -- may I just say one thing on top
of this? With all this talk of penalties and everything
else, I hope that you'll emphasize again the possibility
of termination because I believe that there are a great
many of those people, and they're fine people, who have been
swept up in this and probably have not really considered the
result, the fact that they have taken an oath, that this is
now in violation of the laws that one supervisor referred to
with regard to his children. And I am hoping that they will,
in a sense,remove themselves from the lawbreaker situation
by returning to their posts.

I have no way to know whether this had been
conveyed to them by their union leaders who had been informed
that this would be the result of a strike.

Q Your deadline is 7:00 Wednesday morning for
them to return to work?

THE PRESIDENT: 48 hours.
SECRETARY LEWIS: 1It's 11:00 Wednesday morning.

Q Mr. President, why have you taken such strong
action as your first action? Why not some lesser action at this
point?

THE PRESIDENT: What lesser action can their be?
The law is very explicit. They are violating the law. And
as I say, we called this to the attention of their leadership.
Whether this was conveyed to the membership before they voted
to strike, I don't know. But this is one of the reasons why there
can be no further negotiation while this situation continues.
You can't sit and negotiate with a union that's in violation
of the law.

SECRETARY LEWIS: And their oath.

THE PRESIDENT: And their oath.

Q Are you more likely FO proceed in the criminal
direction toward the leadership than the rank-and-file, Mr.
President?

THE PRESIDENT: That, again, is not for me to

Q Mr. Secretary, what can you tell us about
the possible use of military air controllers ~~ how many,
how quickly can they get on the job?

SECRETARY LEWIS: In answer to the previous question,
we will move both civil and criminal, probably more civil than
criminal, and we now have papers in the U.S. Attorney's offices
under the Attorney General in about 20 locations a1 1ind the



country where it will only involve two or three principle
people.

As far as the military personnel are concerned,
they are going to fundamentally be backup to the supervisory
personnel. We had 150 on the job, supposedly, about a half-
hour ago. We're going to increase that to that somewhere between

700 and 850.



Q Are you ready to hire other people should these
other people not return?

SECRETARY LEWIS: Yes, we will and we hope we do not
reach that point. Again, as the President said, we're hoping these
people come back to work. They do a fine job. If that does not take
place, we have a training school, as you know. We will be advertising.
We have a number of applicants right now. There's a waiting list
in terms of people that want to be controllers and we'll start retraining
and reorganizing the entire FAA traffic controller group.

0 Just to clarify, is your deadline 7:00 a.m. Wednesday
or 11:00?

SECRETARY LEWIS: 1It's 11:00 a.m. Wednesday. The President
said 48 hours and that would be 48 hours.

Q If you actually fire these people, won't it put
your air traffic control system dn a hole for years to come since
you can't just cook up a controller in --

SECRETARY LEWIS: That obviously depends on how many
return to work. Right now we're able to operate the system. 1In
some areas, we've b« n very gratified by the support we've received.
In other areas, we've been disappointed. And until I see the numbers,
there's no way I can answer that question.

Q Mr. Lewis, did you tell the union leadership when
you were talking to them that their members would be fired if they
went out on strike?

SECRETARY LEWIS: I told Mr. Poli yesterday that the
President gave me three instructions in terms of the firmness of
the negotiations: One is there be no amnesty, the second there be
no negotiations during the strike, and the third is that if they
went on strike, these people would no longer be government employees.

o] Mr. Secretary, you said no negotiations. What about
informal meetings of any kind with Mr. Poli?

SECRETARY LEWIS: We'll have no meetings until the strike
is terminated with the union.

Q Have you served Poli, at this point, has he been
served by the Attorney General?

SECRETARY LEWIS: In the civil action that was filed
this morning, the service was made on the attorney for the union and
the court has determined that that was an appropriate service on all
of the offices of the union.

Q My previous question about whether you're going to
take a harder line on the leadership than rank-and=file, in terms
of any crim: L1 'ution, can you give us an answer on that?

SECRETARY LEWIS: No, I can't answer that except to say
that each case will be investigated on its own merits and action will
be taken as appropriate in each of those cases.

Q Mr. Lewis, do you know how many applications for
controller jobs you have on file now?

SECRETARY LEWIS: I do not know. I'm going to check
when I get back. I am aware there's a waiting list and I do not
have the figure. If you care to have that, you can call our office
and we'll tell you. Also, we'll be advertising and recruiting people

MORE



for this job if necessary.

Q Mr. Secretary, how long are you prepared to hold
out if there's a partial but not complete strike?

SECRETARY LEWIS: I think the President made it very
clear that as of 48 hours from now, if the people are not back on the
job, they will not be government employees at any time in the future.

Q How long are you prepared to operate the
system -=-

SECRETARY LEWIS: Four years if we have to.

Q How long does it take to train a new controller,
from the waiting list?

SECRETARY LEWIS: It varies. It depends on the ty :
of center they're going to be in. For someone to start in the system
and work through the more minor office types of control situations
until they get to, let's say a Chicago, or Washington National, it
takes about three years. So, in this case, what we'll have to do
if some of the major metropolitan areas are shut down or considerably --
a considerable portion is shut down, we'll be bringing people in from
other areas that are qualified and then start bringing people through
the training schools in the smaller cities and smaller airports.

Q Mr. Secretary, have you definitely made your final
offer to the union?

SECRETARY LEWIS: Yes, we have.
THE PRESS: Thank you.

END



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 20, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR T... PRESIDENT

FROM: FRED FIELDING
. SUBJECT: Foreign Cooperation in PATCO Situation:
" Proposed Letter to the Civil Aeronautics
Board

The airline tariff coordination activities of the
International Air Transport Association (IATA) have
enjoyed antitrust immunity, granted by the CAB, since
1945. Thus for years all international aviation pricing
was routinely established through the IATA coordinaticn
process.

By recent Order, to be effective September 15, 1981, the
CAB would authorize all airlines to continue to participate
in IATA activity, but prohibit U.S. carriers from partici-
pating in regard to the setting of transatlantic route
tariffs. This Order has caused a great deal of concern
and irritation to foreign governments.

At this time it is deemed essential that we have the total
assistance of all foreign governments to support our posi-
tion in regard to the air traffic controllers, by preventing
unauthorized sympathy strikes and otherwise maintain the
cooperation of foreign air traffic controllers. Thus, it

is important that we negate this irritant and demonstrate
our commitment to an international aviation system based

on close government—-to-government cooperation.

The attached letter from you to the Chairman and members

of the CAB expresses a Presidential determination that it
would be inconsistent with our foreign policy considerations
to issue the Order at this time, and directs that the CAB
suspend the effective date of its Order beyond September 15
and until resolution of the air traffic controllers situation.

Transportation, State and Justice recommend this action.
Meese and Fielding concur.

=















MEMOR/ DUM

THE WHITE HOU i
WASHINGTON

August 27, 1981

ME} NDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING

FROM D. EDWAI WILSON, ﬂ’é

‘ T John J. Wilson

the reply to a letter such as Mr. Wilson's be
i with the Department of Justice? If so, please

AL AN e
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MEMGBRANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 27, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING

FROM : D. EDWARD WILSON, J%ﬁ_

SUBJECT: John J. Wilson

Should the reply to a letter such as Mr. Wilson's be
checked with the Department of Justice? 1If so, please
a Jise,










KEVIN W CARMODY *

JACOUES B. DEPUY, P. C. 8630 FENTON STREET
JACOUELINE MARIE SAUE - August 18, 1981

RICHARD M. TARBY

JO V. MORGAN, JR.% WHITEFORD, HART, CARMODY & WiLsoN ROGER J. WHITEFORD 1886-1965
FRANK H. STRICKLER % . RINGGOLD HART 1886- 1965
WILLIAM E. ROLLOW % 1828 L STREET, NORTHWEST JOHN J. CARMODY 1901-1972

CHARLES L.WILKES

ey _

LAW OFFICES

CHARLES J. STEELE * "WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 COUNSEL

JOMN J. CARMODY, JR.
RICHARD J. HEIMAN %
JAMES EDWARD ABLARD %%

(202) 466-3930

WILLIAM J. DURKIN, JR. % CABLE WHITEHART

(301) B88-7444

TAS S.G. CORONEOS %

JOHN J. BRENNAN, (I} *% - - VirGinia OFFICE
MICHAELA MUDRE TWOMEY *+
ANNE GALLAGHMER COLLINS *

S

(703) s28-3300

#ALSO ADMITTED IN MARYLAND

* #ALSO ADMITTED IN VIRGINIA

Mr. Fred Fielding

Counsel, The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Mr. Fielding:

Many people are asking why the Administration does
not prosecute Poli for his illegal conduct. He and members
of the PATCO Union could be indicted for a conspiracy to de-
fraud the United States under 18 U.S.C. 371.

As early as HAAS v. HENKEL, (1909) 216 U.S. 462,
the Supreme Court said:

"The statute is broad enough in its terms
to include any conspriacy for the purposes
of impairing, obstructing, or defeating
the lawful functions of any department of
government." - - - )

For later cases .in the Supr_.= Court, see I [S -
U.” , 384 U.S. 855 (1966), and U ¢ - TAUNMGON 383 U.sS. 16y
(Ivos). - -

If ever there was a perfect case under this statute,
it is the instant one. In the eyes of the average citizen
Poli is the chief instigator. For a conspiracy, one or more
Local officials could easily be joined with him. The Admini-
stration is permitting Poli to "shoot his mouth off" at will
in defiance of lawful authority. I can't imagine why the
Government is holding back.

You know that I have had considerable experience
in the criminal law, both as a prosecutor and as a defense

JOHN J. WILSON
HARRY L. RYAN, JR, %%
ROBERT C. SMITH

MAaRyLAND OFFICE

SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20810

1925 N LYNN STREET
ARLINGTON,VIRGINIA 22209
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WuiTEFOrD, HART, CARMODY & WILSON

Mr. Fred Fielding
August 18, 1981 : s
Page 2 -

-- attorney. Many times have I considered the scope of this
statute. I cannot help but feel a reluctance on the part of
the Administration to prosecute Poli. Why?

- Kindest personal regards.

Sincerely,

|
) S
; /\_/

JOHU &y. WIL_ON

Ve

JJW:hie



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 14, 1981

SENSITIVE
MEMORANDUM FOR: ED MEESE

FROM: ' FRED F, FIELDIN(
SUBJECT: PATCO

I do not necessarilv agree with the necessity for any of this at
this time, and cer 1. have some problems with some of the terms
proposed in the attached.

However, 1 pass it on to you for whatever informational value it may
be.
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)

4)

f) Each re .red striker would agree not to harass, etc.
any who refused to jdin strike.

President will appoint someone, such as George Shultz, to
conduct a "fact-findii ' investigation into the strikers'
gr. rances —- to make a report which is not binding, but
merely the recommendai s of the investigator.

Kirkland would issue or join in statement that

a) the law was constitutional,

b) the strike was illegal,

c) the President acted properly, and

d) this solution was cl :ly not ammnesty, but a fair
resolution because strikers had been misled.
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. WHITEFORD, Hagr, ( @MODY & WILSON

Mr. red Fieldir
August 18, 1981
Page 2

attorney. Many times have I consic red the sco; of this
statute. I cannot help but feel a reluctance on the part
the ? 1inistration to prosecute Poli. Why?

Kindest rsonal regards.

~ Sinqgfely,

JJIW:hie







THE WASHINGTON POST
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Sanday, June 28, 1981 -

Spec

1al PrOsecutor Soug“h“t

hnuaxc.tll‘ll

Over Umon Endorsement

Assoclated Press
Four Democratic congressmen are

asking that a special prosecutor be
named to examine the circumstances.

surrounding the endorsement of Ron-
ald Reagan by the air traffic control-

lers’ umondurmglastyear’spremden'

tial campaign.

The request is based on the con-
trollers’ claim, made last week, that
they endorsed Reagan after they were
assured he would dismiss Langhorne
Bond as head of the Federal Aviation
Administration.

In a letter sent yesterday to Attor-
ney General William French Smith,
the four congressmen quwtloned
whether such an assurance would vi-
olate federal law, which prohlblts the
deprivation of employment in ex-
change for political contributions or
services.

The letter was signed by Reps.
Allen E. Ertel (D-Pa.), Buddy Roemer
(D-La), Geraldine A. Ferraro (D-
N.Y) and Robert W. Edgar (D-Pa.). -

Bond resigned on Inauguration Day,
‘which was not considered unusual. He

vas a political appointee in the Carter

administration and had not begn ‘ek-
pected to remain at the post. * *

oF,
The union position on Bond’s dis-
missal and other matters is containéd
in a letter dated Oct. 20, 1980, from
an official of the Professional " Ajr
Traffic ~ Controllers OrgamzahQn
(PATCO) to Michael Balzano, a :
member of the Reagan-Bush cam
paign staff.

The letter from the umion’s generai
counsel, Richard J. Leighton, was ré-
leased by the House transportation
subcommittee and said in part: ¢

[4
~ A

“If you or anyone else in the gov-
emor’s campaign has second thoughis
about any of the agreements set forth
in this letter please respond immedi-

ately . . . so that the PATCO endorsé-
ment can be aborted before anyone
suffers any embarrassment.” e

Leighton told the subcommltfee
June 20 that PATCO received: no
written response, but did get verbal
assurances from the Reagan camp
that Reagan would go along with
Bond’s dismissal. Reservations were
expressed about some other parts of
the letter, he said.
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THE WHITE HOUSE .

WASHINGTON

June 20, 1981

FOR: FRED FIELDING, COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 6 \
' )

THRU: MAX FRIEDERSDORF, ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENTM

FOR LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS éé?

KENNETH M. DUBERSTEIN, DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO{Z&” ’
THE PRESIDENT FOR LEGISLATIVE
AFFAIRS

FROM: ) DAVID L. WRIGHT, SPECIAL ASSISTANT FORJL"J
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

SUBJECT: Letter From Richard J. Leighton to Michael
Balzano, Dated October 20, 1980,
Regarding the Professional Air
Traffic Controllers Organization
(PATCO) Endorsement of the
President

The attached letter was given to our office by Representative
Bob McEwen (R-Ohio), who se¢_.es on the House panel which has
been conducting oversight hearings on the air traffic controller
issue. According to McEwen, reference has been made to the let-
ter during the hearings. The letter is being forwarded to you
for information and follow-up, as appropriate.













January 7, 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING
FROM: J. MICHAEL LUTTIC

SUBJECT: Postal Service Hiring our rATCO Employees

On December 9, 1981, in a memorandum to the Director of the
Office of Personnel Management, the President directed OPM
to "perform suitability determinations with respect to all
such applicants [former PATCO members terminated because of
their strike against the federal government] according to
established standards and procedures under 5 CFR, Part 731."

Title 39, § 410 describes the application of other federal
laws to the Postal Service. Section 410(b), in relevant
part, provides that Title 5, Chapter 73, generally shall
apply to the Postal Service, but that no regulation issued
pursuant to the Chapter shall apply, unless expressly made
applicable. Part 731 was formulated in part under tke
authority of Title 5, Section 7301 of the United States
Code. The regulations in Title 5, Part 731, however, are
not expressly made applicable to the Postal Service. Thus,
by the terms of 39 U.S.C. § 410(b), the Postal Service is
not bound by Part 731. It is therefore technically immune
from the President's December 9 directive.

The above interpretation is consistent with that adopted by
the Office of Personnel Management, although this position
has not been articulated publicly. The Office did not
forward to the Postal Service, for instance, its January 6,
1981 Federal Personnel Manual Bulletin 731-6 to all agencies
considering the appointment or reinstatement of persons
previously employed by the federal government as ailr traffic
controllers.

It is my understanding that statutes applicable to such
agencies and departments as the FBI, CIA, and Secret Service
also, by their terms, exempt those organizations from
certain regulations.






