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WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Archivist: kdb/bcb Collection: DUP,ERSTEIN, KENNETH: FILpS ·. 
{)ff-,e1 J- fza- ci-.et of> S-tAll-

File Folder: Japanese Internment Ko Z--: 
)(. 0A 18344 

Date 7/27/99 

1. memo Howard Baker to RR re Restitution for Japanese 
Internment (partial), Ip. 

3/29/88 

2. memo Howard Baker to RR re Restitution for Japanese 3/29/88 
Internment (partial), 1 p. ) 
(A,.</tvof ,4tecl co,y ~1 ,'-le4ti I 

RESTRICTION CODES 

P...i«lentlal Records Act - 144 U.S.C. 2204(aD 
P·1 National MCUrity c:lassified infonnation [(a)(1) ct the PRA). 
P-2 Relating ID appointment ID Feclenll cffice ((a)(2) ct the PRA]. 
P-3 Release would violate • Fedefal statute [(a)(3) ct the PRAJ. 
P-4 ReleaM would disclose trade secrets 0< confidential comme<elal 0< financial infonnation 

[(•)(4) ct the PRAJ. 
P.S Releue would disclosa confidential advice between the President and his advisors, or 

.,.._,, such advisors [(a)(S) ct the PRA). 
P.a Release would constitute • clearly unwananted invasion ot personal privacy [(a)(6) ct 

thePRA). 

C. Closad in accordance with restrictions contained In donor's deed of gift. 

Fl'Ndom ol lnfomlatlon Act · IS U.S.C. ~2(bD 
F-1 National security classified Information ((b)(1) ct the FOIA). 
F·2 Release oould disc:lose Internal personnel rules and practices ct an agency [(b)(2) of the 

FOIA]. 
F-3 Release would violate a Federal statue [(b)(3) ct the FOIA]. 
F-4 Release would disclose trade secrels or confidential comme<elal or financial information 

((b)(4) ct the FOIA). 
F.a Release would constitute a clearly unwananted Invasion ct personal privacy ((b)(6) of the 

FOIAJ. 
F-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) ct 

the FOIAJ. 
F.a Release would disclose Information concerning the regulation ct financial Institutions 

[(b)(6) ct the FOIA). 
F-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) ct 

the FOIAJ. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20503 

JAN 19 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR KENNETH M. DUBERSTEIN 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Joseph R. Wright, ~ r,,/ 
Deputy Director h~ 
H.R. 442 and S. 1 09 - Relocation of 
Japanese Americ s During World War II 

s. 1009 (Matsunaga and 74 others), which is almost identical 
t o H.R. 442 (Foley and 150 others), is currently pending in the 
Senate. (H.R. 442 passed the House on Septembe 17th by 
243-141.) The Department of J ustice testified against the bills 
i n the House and Senate, and a Statement of Administration Policy 
was sent to the House threatening a veto of H.R. 442 at Justice's 
request. 0MB agreed because of the potential cost of the bill. 
(I sent a memorandum, dated November 5, 1987, to Howard Baker to 
determine if we should adhere to our position of opposing the 
bills. To date, we have not received a response.) 

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide you with (1) 
information on the bills and (2) the outlook for Senate action. 

Background 

The 1948 American-Japanese Evacuation Claims Act provided a 
c omprehensive remedy for persons of Japanese ancestry who were 
interned during World War II. Over $37 million (1958 dollars) 
was paid out under the Act in settlement of 26,568 claims. In 
1976, President Ford formally recognized that the evacuation and 
internment were mistakes and repealed the 1942 Executive order 
that authorized them. 

Provisions of Legislation 

H.R. 442 would provide restitution ($20,000 to each 
eligible individual from a fund that is authorized at $1.25 
billion) to persons of Japanese ancestry who were interned during 
World War II. s . 1009 would provide a $1.3 billion fund. It is 
~stimated that 60,000 Japanese-Americans would be eligible to 
apply for these payments (60,000 applicants at $20,000 each= 
$1.2 billion). Appropriated amounts not spent for reparations 
would be available for research and educational activities 
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related to the internment. 
the Attorney General review 
interned persons and submit 
President. 

Both bills would also request that 
certain criminal convictions of such 
pardon recommendations to the 

s. 1009 would also authorize appropriations of "such sums as 
are necessary" for reparations to persons from the Alaskan 
Aleutian Islands who were relocated during World War II ($12,000 
for each eligible Aleut), and would authorize approximately $21.4 
million to restore churches damaged in Aleut villages and for 
other hardships sustained during World War II. 

Administration Position 

The Administration threatened a ve_to of H.R. 442 ands. 1009 
for the following reasons: 

o Persons of Japanese ancestry have already been reasonably 
compensated for the hardships caused by their internment 
during World War II. 

o The compensation recipients would include survivors of the 
estimated 20,000 Japanese-Americans who requested 
repatriation or expatriation to Japan during the 
internment period. 

o The bill could cost $1.25 billion or more in FY 1989. 

o The bill could establish a bad precedent for other roups 
who feel that they have suffered injustices. 

o The pardon provisions are unnecessary, as the Federal 
Government has already offered to vacate the convictions 
of persons of Japanese ancestry who violated wartime 
restrictions. 

In addition, with respect to S. 1009, the benefits provided 
to the Aleuts are unjustified because the wartime hardships 
incurred by these people resulted from proper actions (i.e., 
removal from a war zone). 

Outlook in Senate 

s_. 1009 was reported by the Senate Governmental Affairs 
Committee on October 20th. Committee staff advise inf_ormally 
that eight Republican Senators had placed a "hold" on the bill. 
However, we understand that Senator Matsunaga as talked to each 
of the Senators and that they will withdraw their ''hold." 

-2-



Accordingly, s. 1009 may reach the Senate floor ear,ly this 
session. Committee staff also indicate thae s. 1009 may fie 
filibustered, but it is anticipated that a cloture vote (oO votes 
in favor required to invoke) wou doe successful given the bill's 
72 cosponso s. 

Attachment 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

January 19, 1988 

THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

TO: 

FROM: 

Ken Duberstein 

Joe Wrig~ 

Per our discussion on Fridsy, I am 
attaching the list of "Minor Bills with 
Veto". 

See No. 25 for status of Wartime Relocation 
and Internment of Japanese Civilians. 

Attachment 
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22.service-Disabled Veterans' Benefits Improvement Act - Senate 
adopted House bill, H.R. 2616 as substitute, 12/4, 88-0. S. 9 
was passed as an amendment, 12/4, voice vote. Sponsors - S. 9 
- Cranston/H.R. 2616 - Montgomery. Congress passed and the 
President signed H.R. 2945 containing compensation- COLA, six 
month extension of VA's Job Training program, an increase in 
the limit of vocational training evaluations 12/31/87. 
Position: VA testimony on 5/20 to Bouse committee, and VA and 
DOD letters to Senate Veterans' Affairs Committee on 6/30 and 
7/13, respectiveiy,· strongly opposed s. 1002 (predecessor 
bill). VA letter of 8/6 to senate Veterans' Affairs Committee 
with 11not in accord" advice strongly opposed anti-drug 
testing provisions. Letters were sent on 10/14 to selected 
Members of the Senate from Attorney General, OPK and 0KB 
Directors on the drug testing provision of s. 9, stating that 
they may be compelled to recommend that the President 
withhold approval of the bill. Memoranda from same officials 
were sent to all agency heads on 10/15 advising them of 
position on that provision and asking them for notice of 
similar provisions in their legislation. Letters were sent on 
10/30 to Senate from VA Administrator Turnage urging aupport 
for the DeConcini amendment to s. 9 1 which would delete the 
drug testing prohibition from the bill. SAP aent to Senate 
11/12, updated on 12/3 with aenior advisors recommending 
veto. Drug testing language was deleted and AIDS language 
significantly improved on Senate floor, 12/3, therefore, no 
longer a veto candidate. 
Next Action: H.R. 2616 still exists, and is expected to be in 
Conference sometime after February, however, without the 
provisions contained in H.R. 2945. 
Major Concern: Establishes presumptions of service connection 
for disability compensation purposes for several types of 
radiation-induced diseases without scientific or medical 
evidence (provision is related to one includedin H.R. 1811, 
.!!_! item flJ). 

MINOR BILLS WITH VETO 

23.Public Buildings Amendments of 1987 - H.R. 270 passed House on 
12/14, 271-86. Referred to Senate Committee on Environment 
and Public Works on 12/15. Sponsor - Howard. 
Position: SAP aent to Bouae on 12/10 with aenior advisers 
recommending veto. 
Next Action: Consideration by Senate Environment and Public 
Works Committee - timing uncertain. 
Major Concern: Section 5 (time financing of public buildings) 
would: undermine essential budgetary controls, not result in 
savings, reduce administrative flexiblity, encourage pork 
barrel spending, and be contrary to Administration 
privatization efforts. 
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24.National Narcotics Leadership Act- Senate Judiciary Committee 
held hearings on 5/14. Sponsor: S. 789 - Biden 
Position: on May 14th the Attorney General as head of the 
National Drug Policy Board sent a letter to the Judiciary 
Committee saying he would recommend veto. on 7/1, 0MB 
Director sent letter to committee threatening veto. 
Next Action: Senate Judiciary Committee markup has been 
delayed repeatedly - timing uncertain. 
Major Concern: Adds another unnecessary and cu~ers~me layer 
to the bureacracy that would be counterproductive with 
respect to anti-drug programs. 

25.Wartime Relocation and Internment of Japanese Civilians - H.R. 
442 passed the House 243-141, 9/17. Senate Governmental 
Affairs Committee reported s. 1009 on 10/20. Sponsors - H.R. 
442 - Foley and 166 others, s. 1009 - Matsunaga and 73 
others. 
Position: The Department of Justice has opposed B.R. 442 
before a Bouse Judiciary Subcommittee and in a report to 
committee on 6/16, threatened veto. Justice also threatened 
veto of s. 1009 in statement for 6/17 Senate Governmental 
Affairs Subcommittee hearing and on 9/15 in reports to 
senators Dole and Byrd. SAP veto signal on B.R. 442 sent 
9/11. 
Next Action: Senate floor action - timing uncertain. 
Major Concern: People of Japanese ancestry have already been 
reasonably compensated; would authorize about $1.2 billion 
more. 

26.Labor Protective Provisions for Airline Mergers - H.R. 1101 
passed House 6/22, by voice vote. On 8/5, text of H.R. 1101 
was included in H.R. 3051, a bill which would mandate various 
"consumer protection" regulatory measures related to 
airlines. H.R. 3051 passed House amended on 10/5. s. 724 
reported by Senate Commerce Committee on 7/9. s. 724 was 
attached to S. 1485 then incorporated into H.R. 3051 and 
passed Senate, 10/30, 88-5. Sponsors - H.R. 3051, Mineta, s. 
724 - Ford. 
Position: Department of Transportation letter 5/11 stated 
that Administration opposes B.R. 1101. SAP veto signal sent 
to the Bouse on 6/22. SAP threatening veto of s. 724 
transmitted to senate on 10/9. on 11/23, Justice ■ant letter 
to Conferees addressing objectionable provisions in Bouse and 
Senate passed versions of B.R. 3051, and stated bill would 
"not be in accord with President'• program." 
Next Action: Conference on H.R. 3051 - no meetings scheduled 
thus far. 
Major Concern: Inappropriately -subjects most airline mergers 
to labor protection provisions which would be paid for~ the 
airlines. 
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27.Economic Development Administration (EDA) and Appalachian 
Regional Commission - H.R. 2686 passed House on 8/6, 330-89. 
Sponsor - H.R. 2686 - Savage. 
Position: Commerce testified before Public Works and 
Transportation Subcommittee against authorization of EDA and 
in support of the Administration's proposal to abolish the 
EDA, and sent letter on 6/17 to Committee stating ~hat B.R. 
2686 would "not be in accord" with the program of the 
President. similar letter sent to Bouse Banking Subcommittee 
on 7/14. on 7/30, SAP threatening veto was sent to Bouse 
Rules committee. 
Next Action: Senate. Committee action - timing uncertain. 
Major Concern: EDA has been ineffective and has misallocated 
resources from the private sector to the public sector, 
serving only narrow interests. 

28.Davis-Bacon Amendments - House Education and Labor Committee 
ordered reported H.R. 2216 on 8/4. Sponsor - Murphy. 
Position: Labor bas strongly opposed in 6/24 letter to 
Subcommittee with advice that the bill is 11not in accord" 
with the program of the President. In a 8/3 letter to the 
full Committee, Labor atated that if the bill should be 
presented to the President in its current form, the 
President'• senior advisers would recommend veto. DOD also 
atrongly opposed bill in 8/4 "not in accord" letter to 
Committee. 
Next Action: No action will occur in Senate until H.R. 2216 
passes House. House floor action - timing uncertain. 
Major Concern: The increase in the threshold is too small: 
adds administrative costs; expandscoverage. - --

29.Resale Price Maintenance - s. 430, ordered reported on 8/6 by 
Senate Judiciary Committee. H.R. 585 passed House by voice 
vote 11/9, pending in Senate Judiciary Committee. Sponsors 
s. 430 - Metzenbaum and 23 others, H.R. 585 - Rodino and 60 
others. 
Position: The Department of Justice opposed s. 430 in 
testimony before a Senate Judiciary Subcommittee and 
threatened veto in a report to Senator Thurmond on 8/5. 
Justice threatened veto of B.R. 585 in report to Bouse 
Judiciary committee, 9/30. SAP prepared on short notice (but 
insufficient time to aend to Bouse) 11/9 with Justice 
threatening veto of B.R. 585. Poaition waa conveyed verbally 
to key offices. 
Next Action: Senate .action - timing unclear. 
Major Concern: Expands scope of current court rulings so that 
manufacturers acting independently (as opposed to in - -­
conspiracy with~ dealer) to determine desired resale prices 
would violate antitrust laws; doesn't require that actions be 
anticompetitive as precondition for incurring intltrust 
liability. 
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30.Waiver of SBA Loan Prepayment Penalties - Senate Small Business 
Committee reported s. 437 on 12/16 and Senate passed on 12/19 
by a voice vote. Sponsor - Metzenbaum and 7 others, H.R. 3718 
- LaFalce. 
Position: Treasury and SBA opposed s. 437 in testimony before 
the Senate Small Business Committee. On 9/28, Treas~ry sent 
letter to Senator Weicter and on 12/9 to Chairman LaFalce 
threatening veto of s. 437 and B.R. 3718, respectively. 
Next Action: No further action scheduled. House Small 
Business Committee hearing on H.R. 3718 on 12/10. 
Major Concern: Permitting holders of SBA Sec. 503 loans (e.g. 
loans to State and local development companies for capital 
improvements) to repay such loans early without incurring 
prepayment penalties amounting to losses of $150 million or 
more. 

31.Indian Education Amendments - H.R. 5 Omnibus Elementary 
Secondary Education bill (with Indian Education as Title 
VIII) passed House 5/21, 401-1. s. Senate passed H.R. 5 
substituting text of s. 373 (withs. 1645 text included) as 
amended, 97-1, 12/1. Sponsors - H.R. 5 - Hawkins, s. 1645 -
DeConcini, s. 373 - Pell. 
Position: t/29 testimony by Interior for Senate Select Indian 
Affairs committee on s. 1645 stated that unless the 
Department's suggested changes were made, Interior would 
recommend veto. Interior sent reports to the Senate Select 
Indian Affairs Committee opposing s. 1645 on 10/6, 10/14, and 
11/3, and to the Senate Labor and Buman Resources Committee 
on 11/3, with "not in accord" advice. Education aent letters 
expressing concern on 11/3, 11/5 respectively to both 
Committees. SAP aent 11/30, with Interior recommending veto 
ifs. 1645 is added to s. 373. 
Next Action: Conference Wk. of 2/8/88. 
Major Concern:~ 1645 limits executive branch authority to 
operate BIA-funded schools, and increases costs of Indian 
education programs. 
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32.Airline Passenger Consumer Protection - House passed H.R. 3051 
(incorporating H.R. 1101) by voice vote on 10/5. (H.R. 1101 
passed House on 6/22.) Senate passed H.R. 3051 amended to 
include the text of s. 1485 and other amendments (e.g., labor 
protection provision), 10/30, 88-5. 
Position: SAP on R.R. 1101 threatened veto aent 1/22. On 7/13 
DOT aent letter to Senate Commerce Committee opposing s. 
1485. SAP aent to Senate 7/30 opposing. on 9/15, DOT letter 
opposing R.R. 3051 to Bouse Public works and Transportation 
Committee. SAP sent threatening veto of R.R. 3051, 9/18. The 
Administration has sent a veto signal on all aviation labor 
protection bills since 1982. On 10/28 Justice aent report to 
Senate majority and minority leaders, advising that provision 
in R.R. 3051 requiring airlines to pay ticket holders of 
bankrupt companies may be unconstitutional. 0MB Director sent 
letter to Senator Nickles stating senior advisors would 
recommend veto of s. 1485 if amended to include labor 
protection provision. On 11/23, Justice sent letter to 
conferees addressing objectionable provisions in Bouse and 
Senate-passed versions of R.R. 3051, and stated bill would 
"not be in accord with the President'• program". 
Next Action: Conference action not scheduled. 
Major Concerns: Interferes with airline marketing operations, 
difficult to implement, and contains labor protection 
provisions and potentially unconstitutional provision. 

33.Federal Trade Commission Reauthorization - H.R. 2897 passed 
House (as amendment to s. 677), as amended, 10/7, 404-10. s. 
677 passed Senate 4/8, 88-9. Sponsor - H.R. 2897 - Luken and 
16 others, s. 677 - Gore and 60 others. 
Position: SAP sent to Bouse on 10/5 with 0MB Director 
recommending veto. SAP sent to Senate on 4/2 opposing. 
Next Action: Conference - timing uncertain. 
Major Concern: Restricts FTC's ability to intervene in 
certain proceedings, contains other restrictive and 
objectionable provisions (e.g. requirement that FTC disclose 
law enforcement related materials). 

34.Employee Polygraph Protection Act - H.R. 1212 passed House, 
· amended, 11/4, 254-158. s. 1904 pending in Senate Labor and 

Human Resources Committee. Sponsors - H.R. 1212 - Williams 
and 181 others, s. 1904 - Kennedy, Hatch and 10 others. 
Position: SAP opposing R.R. 1212 aent to Bouse Rules 
Committee with DOJ recommending veto, 10/28. SAP aent to 
Bouse with DOJ and 0MB recommending veto, 10/30. 
Next Action: Senate Labor and Human Resources Committee 
markup of s. 1904 - timing uncertain. 
Major Concern: Each State, not the Federal Government, should 
determine how to regulate~ of polygraph !?Y the erivate 
sector: violates Administration's Federalism principles. 
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35.Telecommunications Broadcast Renewal - Senate Commerce 
Subcommittee held hearings on s. 1277 on 7/17 and 7/20. 
Sponsor - s. 1277 - Inouye. 
Position: Department of Justice sent letter on 8/7 to Senate 
Commerce Subcommittee threatening veto of s. 1277. 
Next Action: Subcommittee markup - timing uncertain. 
Major Concerns: Bill contains unconstitutional provisions in 
violation of the First (free speech) and Fourteenth (equal 
protection) Amendments of the United States Constitution 
(i.e., EY requiring license renewal applicants to prove that 
their programming has been "meritorious and EY establishing 
statutory racial and gender preferences for use in awarding 
broadcast licenses); codifies FCC's cable TV "must carry" 
rules, currently in litigation. 

36.Water and Power Authorization Act of 1987 - s. 640 passed 
Senate by voice vote 6/17; passed House on 10/22 by 220-184. 
Sponsor - s. 640 - Burdick and Conrad. 
Position: SAP opposed both Senate and Bouse versions. SAP 
prepared in anticipation of further Senate flQor action with 
senior advisors recommending veto. Dawson sent letter on 11/5 
to Sen. Johnston with senior advisors recommending veto. 
Next Action: Senate Committee action - timing uncertain. 
Major Concern: Bereuter Amendment: Exemption of Missouri 
National Recreational River Project from non-Federal cost 
sharing requirements achieved last year= this could lead to 
many similar exemptions and cost the Treasury hundreds of 
millions of dollars over the next several years. 

37.Oversight of Department of Energy Nuclear Facilities - s. 1085 
was reported by Senate Governmental Affairs on 9/22. s. 1085 
was ordered reported by Senate Armed Services Committee, 
11/19. Sponsor - S. 1085 - Glenn. 
Position: Energy, Labor, EPA, BBS have opposed the bill in 
testimony. on 11/4 Justice aent letter to senate Armed 
Services Committee threatening veto. 
Next Action: Senate floor action - possible after March. 
Major Concern: Constitutional problems regarding bills' 
intrusion in executive branch responsibilities. 

38.Consumer Rail Equity Act - H.R. 1393 was marked up by House 
Energy and Commerce Subcommittee, 11/5. s. 676 introduced 
3/6. Sponsors - H.R. 1393 - Boucher and 57 others, s. 676 -
Rockefeller and 10 others. 
Position: FRA Administrator aent letter 10/28 to Bouse Energy 
and commerce Subcommittee atating 11not in accord" advice. OMB 
Director sent letter 10/29 stating senior advisors would 
recommend veto. 
Next Action: Full House Committee markup probably in 
December. 
Major Concern: Would re-regulate rail rates, contrary to 
Administration's deregulation polI'c'y." 
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39.Maritime Administration Authorization - H.R. 953 passed the 
House on 6/2, voice vote, and the Senate (substituting the 
text of s. 800) on 11/3, voice vote. Sponsors - H.R. 953 -
Biaggi and 44 others, s. 800 - Breaux and Stevens. 
Position: On 5/22, SAP sent to Bouse Rules Committee, and 
subsequently to Bouse, opposed B.R. 953. On 11/6, prepared 
SAP threatening veto of Senate-passed version of B.R. 953; 
transmittal of SAP to Bouse is pending. 
Next Action: House consideration of Senate passed bill or 
Conference - timing uncertain. 
Major Concern: House and Senate passed versions of bills 
exceed appropriation authorization requested in 1988 Budget, 
continue financial assistance to State ·maritime schools, and 
do not terminate authority to make new Title XI shipbuilding 
loan guarantees. (Note: House-passed bill does, however, 
contain~ three-year moratorium on Title XI loan guarantees 
for certain vessels). 

40.Montana Wilderness - H.R. 2090 passed House 10/13 under 
suspension of the rules. Sponsors - H.R. 2090 - Williams, s. 
1478 - Baucus. 
Position: USDA testimony on 7/1 atrongly opposed B.R. 20,0. 
SAP sent to Bouse, 10/8, opposing. Secretary Lyng letter to 
Morris Udall and Ron Marlenee on 10/9 stated USDA would 
recommend veto unless the bill is amended. 
Next Action: Senate Committee action - timing uncertain. 
Major Concern: Would designate nearly twice the wilderness 
area recommended E,Y the Administration, thereby reducing 
future timber sale receipts, lowering future mineral 
development opportunities and receipts, and restricting land 
management options. 

MINOR BILLS WITHOUT VETO 

41.Travel and Tourism - s. 1267 passed Senate on 7/21 by voice 
vote. Sponsors: Rockefeller and 15 others. 
Position: The Department of Commerce has testified in aupport 
of Administration proposal to authorise a user fee to fund 
the u.s. Travel and Tourism Administration (USTTA). On ,11s, 
Department aent letter to Committee stating thats. 1267, 
which reauthorizes USTTA without authorization for a user 
fee,would"not be in accord11with the program of the President. 
Next Action: House Committee consideration - timing unclear. 
rajor Concern: Direct appropriation,~~!!!!!: fee; burden 
__!£!!the taxpayer not the beneficiaries. 
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STATE OF NEW- JERSEY 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

CN - 001 

THOMAS H. KEAN 

GOV ER NOR 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

TRENTON 

08625 

February 6, 1987 

The last time you were in New Jersey, we talked about 
Japanese-American redress legislation. You mentioned your 
concern for righting what we both view as one of the few black 
marks on American history. 

Since our conversation, I have received two letters from 
friends in the Japanese-American community. The first, from 
Grant Ujifusa, responds directly to your question about 
whether the Japanese-Americans were forced to go to the camps 
or whether they moved on their own volition. From Grant's 
letters and the accompanying pictures, I think you will agree 
that the Japanese-Americans were coerced. They had no choice 
in the matter. 

I also enclose a letter and photo from J une Masuda 
Goto. You will probably recognize the photo of General 
"Vinegar Joe" Stillwell awarding a posthumous Di stinguished 
Service Cross to Mrs. Goto' s brother. I understand you were 
at the event that day and you gave a rousing speech that is 
still remembered within the Japanese American community. 



Page Two 
February 6, 1988 
President Ronald Reagan 

Given your life-long commitment to the cause of equal 
rights, and the esteem in which Japanese-Americans now hold 
you, I feel it would be very fitting for you to sign the redress 
legislation. It would show the world that America is big enough 
to admit when we make mistakes, and still true to the values on 
which we were founded. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas H. Kean 
Governor of New Jersey 

cc: Chief of Staff Howard Baker 
Deputy of Chief of Staff Ken Duberstein 



Governor Tom Kean 
State House 
125 West State Street 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625 

Dear Governor Kean: 

9 Greenridge Drive 
Chappaqua, New York 10514 
November 24, 1987 

On behalf of the Japanese American corrmunity, I want to thank you 
for bringing up redress legislation in your conversation with 
President Reagan. When you told me that the President understood and 
sympathized personally with our cause, it was one of the most deeply 
affecting moments of my life. As an Asian American citizen, I have 
worked hard for Japanese American redress because I believe that our 
effort is part of what our country has always stood for and what it 
will always mean. So it is that our country is finally a great affair 
of the heart. 

From June Masuda Goto, I have enclosed a letter, a photograph, 
and some material about a California episode in which Ronald Reagan 
showed his mettle and truly distinguished hi elf in our convnunity. 
This was in 1945 in Santa Ana, as he may reccll. 

I have also included some photographs of my own. These, I feel, 
show that Japanese Americans during World Wa r II were not beneficiaries 
of "protective custody." We did not volunta r ily leave our homes, our 
neighborhoods, and our work, but as the San Francisco Examiner had it, 
we were "ousted" from our rights and our property. The guns were pointed 
toward us, and not toward any group that may have wanted to hurt us. 

The truth is that the "protective custody" argument was developed 
by some government officials and journalists as an after the fact 
rationalization. Many of these people were ashamed of what they advocated 
and did; some were not. In any case, Japanese Americans were soon enough 
confronted with the three-cents-on-the-dolla r -red-tape horror of the 
Evacuations Claims Act of 1948. This also scarred our community, adding 
insult to a profound sense of injury. 

We knew we were innocent in 1942; other ordinary Americans could 
not easily get at the truth. But now with the help of full hindsight, 
all Americans, I hope, will support us as we petition Congress and 
our President for redress. We feel that we ask only for simple justice. 

Sincerely, 

~~~{~~ 
Grant Ujifusa 



President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

10214 Oriole Avenue 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708 
November 19, 1987 

Thank you for taking the t i.me to read my letter. 

Perhaps you recall a very special day for our family, 
December 9, 1945, in Santa Ana, California, when General 
"Vinegar Joe" Stilwell awarded a posthumous Distinguished 
Service Cross medal to my brother, Kazuo Masuda. He was 
killed in action on the banks o f the Arno River in Italy on 
August 27, 1944, while serving v ith the 442nd Regimental Com­
bat Team. 

You were then Captain Ronal d Reagan, and joined General 
Stilwell after his 3000-mile fl i ght from Washington. All of 
you came, I feel, not only to honor Kaz, but to help calm 
great hostility in Orange County to Japanese Americans. 
People at the time did not accept us as Americans, even after 
my brother's death. The local cemetery, for example, refused 
to accept my brother's body for burial. The presence of you 
and General Stilwell greatly aff ected the community, and led 
to a better life for our family. 

After General Stilwell pinned the medal on my sister in 
front of our farm house (I have enclosed a photograph), there 
was a ceremony at the Santa Ana Bowl. General Stilwell said: 
"The amount of money, the color of one's skin do not make a 
measure of Americanism. A squa...-e deal all around; free 
speech; equality before the law ; a fair field with no favor; 
obedience to the majority. An A.Eerican not only believes in 
such things, but is willing to fight for them. Who, after 
all, is the real American? The r eal American is the man who 
calls it a fair exchange to lay down his life in order that 
American ideals may go on living . And judging by such a 
test, Sgt. Masuda was a better Alnerican than any of us here 
today." 

You then rose, and said the following words: "The blood 
that has soaked into the sand is all one color. America 
stands unique in the world, the only country not founded on 



race, but on a way -- an ideal. Not in spite of, but because 
of our polyglot background, we have had all the strength in 
the world. That is the American way. Mr. and Mrs. Masuda, 
just as one member of the family of Americans, speaking to 
another member, I want to say for what your son Kazuo did 
Thanks." 

Many times I have been asked to speak at the Kazuo 
Masuda middle school. I speak to all the history classes, 
and quote your words to the students. 

I bring this up to you because our family feels that 
what you and General Stilwell said in 1945 are as true and 
important as ever: the ideals for which all good Americans 
should be willing to fight and die. My brother did both, 
even though his parents and family were stripped of all their 
American rights, and placed in an Arizona internment camp. 

The words also express why so many of us in the Japanese 
American community so deeply support redress legislation now 
pending in Congress. If the legislation comes to you, I hope 
you will look upon it favorably. All of us in our family -­
I believe Kaz as well -- would be greatly honored if you 
would. I also believe that America, through you, would honor 
itself. 

Yours truly, 

~fl/,up;.. , ~~ 
June Masuda Goto 
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Vagaries 1,P,cilic Northwest Letter: -

-------- Employment, I-lousing Problems 
From the f'.rylng Pan 

BJ SILL BOSOUW.A 

~·omic, Sior,- • • • Concern Returned Evacuees 
,id f'Nl,r, A . P. •ar corru-

GI, Recall thf' Heroism of Their Buddies 

r.dent who wrote manv of the 
, ;e; about the 100th · infantry 

· :a:ion and the 442nd Combat 
• "' wh;ch appeared in U. S. 

• r tl· !"S1 if now back a t his post 
· : oe A.P. sports staff, covering 

·se ra cing . . . The winter is­
., cf World's Finest Comics car­
,; a can oor. story of America's 

· .- ,.: ing l\ise i, as tol d by J ohnny 
. nym a."1 . The story is a bout the 
_,·. ,cipation of the Nise i in the 
sr agan5t Japa n despite hood­
., a:tacks upon the group in the 

: · .. ·.ed States. As J ohnny Every-
• ar. says of the l\ise i : "They 

;; , e taken their pl ares among men 
·· good will of a ll fa iths and ra­
,; _ They ha,·e asked only t.o serve , 
. .. c :h"· ha n served wel l. Thev 
·•·• e earned the gratit ude of ou'r 
·.a: 1on , and of a ll free nation ~ of 

• ,, wor ld." . . . 
One of the Southern Californ ia 

· ::1 nen of the !\'e.t iona l American 
:i' :F-!ory awards, sponsored by the 
i-:earn :,e ~ !papen: is a Nisei girl, 
~u : h R Shira ishi, of Gardena h igh 
;:hool ... The Rafu Snimpo (Los 
.\q:·ele~ J2panese Dail y !'\ew~ ) is 
re~uming publication as a da ily 
rf•., ~paper on ~e-9; Year's Da y. 
E:-,~'.! ~h ed;!or will be Henry Mori, 
i ;"Ct rmer member of th e Rafu 
5:: i~ ;:io staff, who has bee n a 
o.,:·:.bn of the reports staff of 
·'•• Los .-\ng•le5 WR.~ office. The 
?.2~t: Sh impo i i the first of e ight 
\\'est C<>as t bi-lingua! Japanese 
A!·;1er~can da iJy newspape~ to re­
~U"O f publicaton. Ak ira Koma i is 
p~ ~H ~her. 

F ilm star Ronald Reagan, just 
~,::n ~ f rom Arm y service , read 
L mt. Col. James Hanl ey'5 letter 
:o a :-.= orth Dakoia ed itor("! know 
·, t,ere ~ome g ood Japanese Amer­
.C:!!'!S a re buried") at the Arneri­
•~• Unit<'d rally in Santa Ana 

·,,. Dec. h. Mr. Reagan spoke as 
i re presentat iYe of th e American 
\."f~frar.~ ~omm:ttee, the organi­
e.: :on of World War Il veterans 
,, ~ .. ch had much to do with the 
:-c ,~,.-5 decis ion to abolish its ban 
:.r. Ja panese Amerjcan~ .. . A t 
,t· , ~ally Louise Allbritton, Uni­
•;f! :~a} s: ar 9.ho is a native of 
T• xa,. thanked the 442nd Combat 
Team for its rescue of the " Lost 
Be:: .,J ion" of the 36th (Texas) 
D: .. !sion . 

'lcCloy 
John J. ~!<Clo)·, .,.ho recently rt· 

~. ::--ned as As!l :stant Secreten· of 
W.:.:r and returned to priva te· life 
r. ;'\ew York , bel ieves that "one 
, '. :he most sa!isfy in,g accomplish­
. . ent• tha: l had anything to do 
•·:th while I was in the War De­
partmen: was the organization of 
:he Ja panese American unit~ wh ich 
' ·' fully justi f ied the confidence of 
:>,,,,. wh o backed them." , . . A 
·sport is be ing prepared for the 
=1c?~\·t r Ln itv Council on license 
fsr !':minatioii a.gain~t Nisei busi ­
~n~m~n in Denve r . .. The NaYy 
.ac. ruage school prorram at the 
b \ ·ers ity of C,olorad o at Boulder 
... ·:· clo~e ,;oon. Ma ny N isei have 
:ior:ic :pated as inst r u rt ors in 
·, aching :>-:a ,,· perso nn el. 

r eteran .. 
!\en Si•h imoto, former reloea­

. ,..n officer in charge of the Wash ­
c;:nn di~t rict office of the War 
~. ocaLon Au th ority and a wound ­
.; "eteran of the 442nd Comba t 
'••m . is now emploved by the 
\'e teran~ Adm in istraiion. N ishi~ 

·o was employ~ b,· the WC­
: ,; a. d the WR.-\ before \'Olun­
·• ecing for the Army ... The 
·,u:r igger Canoe Club of Honolulu 
'i ich recenth· N!affirmed its pol­

·'Y o! excludlilg persons of Or,­
,-:21 ancestry from it~ dining 
· •o,n and other facilities , ..- ill d is­
. '.!~~ i:f pre,sent restrictive policy 

February when the matter w ill 
:~ brought to th e attention of the 
••nera l membership , The Outrig-
1fr C:ub. howe\·er, is not the onl\' 
· ,.-an izat 'on of its type in Hono­
" u which excludes O r i e n t a l 
.l.mericans. 

They 're coming back n ow, the fig hting m en of the 442nd . 
By EL..'IER R. SMITH And at d inner tables and in front rooms of homes far from the 

Seattle , Wash. West Goa.at, they are telling w i\'es and parents a nd friends fa." • 
In m y last letter to you, I stated that a more complete di~- cinatiog stories of their experiences. 

cussion would be carried out concern ing the population compos i- Few of the 6tories are bitter . These Ki.se i vets would just 
tion of the P.acific Northwest and the implications that had for a s soon forget about the gripping fear they a ll knew under Ger­
the problei:i.s of the return ing e\'acuees . The important th ing man shellfire, the cold in the \'osges , the tightness they felt 
to remember ill this connection, it seems to me, is that we are all about their hearts as they lay in foxh,;iles waiting out the in­
part of the complete social and m echanical changes that are IA!rminable minutes before H-hour. j 
taking place tJ-. rougbout the country. The presentation to follow, But they remember the .berois:n noticed neither the flying steel nor 
therefore, deals w ith the tot.al soc ial, economic, political and me- of their buddies,- the devotion of .his lightening burden. 
cl>anical world in which we are all ,--------------- li>eir, cook£, the fearlessness of j They IA! ll the sto11· of a rifle· 
Jiving. The penons of Japanese d the 1 their med:cs. They know they a n- 1 man who had a habit of snonng 
ancestry are part, and a ~tion- I l.ast _week I ha ~ e.asure bu th d , loud\ an d who . ind in gre«t 
al part especially, of this t.otal of ''lSltlilg IIOIDe of mr fnends lil n<>t eat g lory, t ey are prou : feaJ th.a t his snoring would at-
soc ,ocultural pa~tern. \ Tacoma, and the s ituation there is of their outfit and the record it t ract German pa trols ,.-hen he ""as 

Th_e conve~ion~, ooth formal very much like th.at ducribed for set. at the front. So he made it a 
and informal, m whioh 1t has been : Seattle in a pre\'ious report. I.a- They speak al.most with rever· habit _of s.leepi~ with . his trencll 
m) pleasure .to become lll'Volved, bor condit;on• for persons of J&pa- enee of their sergeants--platoon knife imbe<!ded m t_h• dirt near his 
have tended to show that ~ost nese ancestry are not g-ood.. J:lous- and !le<:tion Jeaders--who went out head. He tra.llled h:mself_ to clu~ 
pen;ons and . groups m a J)OSltion ing is a very real problerr:, and on dangeroua patrols time a.fter the kmfe and swl!lg ,t m a W1de 
t.o do a nything about ~n,c (_Ml- j most of the returning fam il jes .re t.im \.her than ask their men to are a bout. h ": "'·he.neve r l-,e was 
c1al) p_rob lems and other _social- . housed in pne or two pl.&ces, but vol~~r. · aroused , Just m . case some Jerry 
econonuc problems are wai~ for I primarilv in \.he Buddhist Qiurch They tell of one Sergeant K . sneaked _up on him. . 
some m)"stenous bluepnnt t.o _be I at Tacoma. The Colleire of Puge~ v.iio blamed himeelf for t.ht loss This, nfleman nea_rl y decapltat.ed 
presented to them, upon ...-ruch Sound has but four Niaei attend- of one of hia men-41 man whom ,•evera , of his buddies 'before _the y 
some sort of ation a n be taken. ing this semester, T.be older 1'isei the sergeant h,id kno• n srnce learned to spnng: back qwckly 
It seems , to my :• ay of thmkrng I are definitely in \.he minority in chil<l~ood - and theN!after went after awakening him. . 
that the 1_mphcat,o_ns of the pnn· Tacoma ; the principal "Japanese" out on ever;· patrol rather than Bu: t.he greatest praJse of these 
ciples ~hich :are m most ot tbe population is made up of older endanger ot.hen of hJs men until ,·eterans ,s reserved for the medics 
peoples nund5 must not await the people and the very young, that is da h too t his dea'th v.·ho worked unarmed under fire, 
cumbe~me proeess of . formal children of grade and hign school one Y . e ~ . · locating the wounded, giving them 
completion of a ll-lllclUsl\e blue- age . At the present time there are 'J'l:>ere 1s ~e. ligh·.er &!de too , f irst a..d , bringing ~hem into aid 
prints and agTeei:nents. The pres• very few persons of Japa.n- an- stones of 1nc,dtnt1 w.bich _ are £la tions . Many t imes the medics 
ent. problems facing_ the post-war cestry in business in the Tacoma funny now, but . wece trag-,cally had to expose themseh·es to fire 
adJustments of ethnic groups, _and area, due primarily to lack of fa. serious at the time. in order to get t o the wounded . 
pel'S?ns of Japanese ancestry m cilit,es, lac• of Imances &nd tne There is the story of a company Their onl y protection was Red 
particulat:, must be a pproaclied presenoe of negative feelings in cook v,ho was detA!rrnined to get Cross a rm bands, and they had . to 
from da) to ~Y m the hgbt of some quarters where businesses bot coffee to the boys holding a ho~ the Germans w ould recogruze 
thet fast . _monng __ developmt'nts. might be aet up. Tnese three ridgt' in the cold Jtalian moun• tm!tr non-combatar.t_ status and 
Pe ty political, rehg-,ous, econo~c things seem to oontrihute a fesr ta.ins. The Germans were llhelling w,t.hhold fire . Sometime the Ger· 
an_d social d:i.fhrences must be laid reaction on ,the part of ma.ny to- tbe .hill. The cook never had been mans ...-ou_ld not molest the,:n, but 
aside and tbe _ problems attacked w ... rd going into various busine5s under &hellfire be~re. ,His buddies at other times the,· ,-·ere fair tar· 
m a coopera..'l"e &Ild democratic , ·entures at leaat for the next in foiholes at the top of the ridge gets. And man;, a }sisei medic died 
manner by all persons and groups few moi{t.hs. franticall)· wig-,..agg-ed the cook to Wlth bullets in his back as. he 
coneerned. I!, under the wutmg . take cover. And tne cook, strug- bent over to ~real a _w ounded rifle. 
pressures of the present condi- . In the Seattle area, t.he negativ- gling up tile hill with a five-gal- man or c&n'led a btter. 
tiop.s, we cannot agree upon the ism s~own by th \ labor un.vns t.o Ion can of coffee, waved back, There are stories, too, of adven ­
applica.tion of American democra- returning .--acu<e,·- . has tended to thinking tbe men were trying to eures in amour, of wild-e; ed ital-
tic principles from dar to day, the make it nearly impossible for I · him t ian part i!lans who ofte n were little 
prospects tor the near future will Nisei to get jobs, especially w:,Ore tpve_ encouragemen ' better than bandits of boys of 
not be bright! the Teamsters lJ,..ions ban either . Finally the . cook reached t.he six and seven begging ci rette 

ln relation to th<! above, it may din,ct or mdir~; relations 'l<itb h_illtop, trembling . from :::• exe1';° butts of Arab vagnrnts who'":.ould 
be sate to divide our population the labor forces involved. There tion ~d tbe" strain ofd ~ •~1 ; slip ~ wristwatch off a Yank's 
int.o at leas: four categories, are a number of oases wbere N~, fire. Here, .be aai ! >' arm w.hile thef conversed. 
namely (I) the "policy minded," ,..ho have belonged to a union in ~here's your_ coffee, you guys, and The memones of fe<1.r, horror 
(2) the "blueprint minded," ( 3 ) some other st.ate have been rems- he ducked mto a fo:r.hole to . reSt a.nd suffering-their own as well 
the "crisis minded, '' and (4) the ed acceptance into tbe Seattle un- and calm hia nerves wttll a ogar· as that of tne civilian population 
"freedom FROM minded." ion upon a transfer !..sis. As a re- ettie. in the battle ~ve be,on 
~ "policy minded" per110ns re- suit of truE there are a number The men picked up the can and !leared pennanentlv in the minds 

fuse to think and act in terms of of skill ed and trained workers in shook iL lt wu empty. 'Ille can of some of these· vtearesnETAO 
any specific plan or blueprint be- this are.i: without job6 due to un- had bttn riddled by -.bell frag· of some of these \'eterans. But to 
cause they re1w,e t.o be bound or ,on _discrurunat10n purely upon the ments, but the. cook had been so others t.'><'se experiences ha ,·e ali!>' 
tied down in any way, The "blue- basis of race. mtent on reaching ihe top be had ped off easil y, like bad dreams 
print or program minded" refuse that are only dim!:, recollected by 
t.o do anything that suggests lit'/ h N L morn.illg. 
theory, a.nd .they a.re always clam- W BS ington eWS• etter Now the big objective of al l 
oring for something specific and tiiese ..-eteraru; is to find a pla c-e 
definite before doing anything. The A • B c c I in the chili an life of the nation 
"crisis minded" penoons always Ct ton y ong ress oses for which ther fought so -.aloro11&-
a l10,-· a crisis to develop in order ly and well. 
ti.at some aut!ioritclri or sti.mulus A • , r- h w ldl 
~:n. ~ef~~~ lif~"~/~ti!:: menca s cars to t e or EDITORIAL 
and not of &dion. The "freedom 
FROM" group eeem tio be domin - ~ JOB:-; KITASAK O 
a.led by ,the philosophy of living Up oo Capitol HiU last week, the J·oiot conference of the 
and acting in terms of freedom 
FROM something but never in House and Senate appropriations committees reduced by ha]~ 

DIGEST 
terms of freedom FOR anything. the operating funds of the Foreign Broadcast Intelligence Ser- "Thoroughly Democn,tir" 
T.his lut group aeems to be, 1n vice, thereby forcing it to cease its fuoctioos immediately. SAK FRA1'iCI SCO l\"'EWS 
many instances, tile most danger· 
ou... They are willing to act in Through its powerfu l listening post during the war, the FBI S 
terms of fre«lom from want, from monitored foreign rad io broadcasts, lfiving this na.tion access to 
intoleranee, from discrimination, otherwise unobtainable informati on about enemy powers, partic­
but they •hr •-Y from acticm ularly in important trends in domestic affairs. 
which demand!; freedom for work, 
!or inclusive li.-ing on an ethnic Today, thanla; to the nckle-5 -------------­
(racial ) basis, for tolerance, and act of myopic,_ penny,viae Con- ing po!lt.s e&.11ght Radio Tokyo's "° on. Theirs is basically a nega- greasmen, Amenca'• ean are clo•· outpourings and ahot them in to 
t ive approach and not a positi'Ve ed to the world. While other D,11· Wlllhingtx,n ~re tbey wett 
one. ti on£ are expanding their mon.it.or- · funneled. out to the Office of War 

None of that &'?'OOPS and in· inc facilities for pea.ee-time pur· Information the War Navy and 
di,iduals ao claasified will aid in po11u, the U. S. is tile only major State Depa.rtmenta a,;d nurn~rou• 
solving the problems faced 1,y tbe power without monitoring ltUVice. , ot&r feder&l ~n•cies. The Nisei 
people within our 1oeiety as long The aven,goe laym&n boWII ~ who headed tlie Pacific tnnsla ­
as they remain intolerant of other little about .the FBlS, far it ~ tion st&ff was av.•arded a Navy 
philosophies, All of us muat ~ tioned without fanfare, recei~ citation for outstanding a,ervice. 
come "people minded" in the aena, little or no credit for the VL>uab~e Niaei edit.ors in the Wuhington 
tha t we must recognize the fact aerri~ it performed. But it has eadqu.t.JYrs helped to _p_rocess the 
that human beinp are r&pidl y • re,onl that .cpeala {or :ita . . radio tr&nacript1, whicli in tum 
clian£'ing creatures u,d that eo- Tbe information It picked out of ' were publiahed daily for distnbu• 
ciety i.a a rapidly changing phe.n<r ttie et.her formed the ba■i1 of tbe I tian to hundreds of federa l and 
menon. Policies and blueprints we U.S. J!EYchological warfare apinst ' )l<ffale elieit&. Bomaji ana Kana 
must have, but tbey must be flex- I Jt.p,an and Germany. A number of tnmau.sx,~ of the Domei Ne~ 
ible and relatift, with the ,-)i. Nisei and hae i played a n import- A.gen,cy wett all tr&nal&.ted . m 
,:ation that theR policies and blue- ant part in the estahl.ishini of Washingt.on by a staff oft.en Nisei. 
prints att to be applied to living, that record. Thi• Romaji .Wf wu considered 
dynamic human bei.np, in 11.bort ) Niaei were employed in FBIS' t.o be tJ,e Ii.nest Japanese-l&ngu&g'­
thty are to be &.pplied to people. far-flung empire , al l the way from teoonician unit in eovernment 1oer• 
There is no place in our p.....ent headquarte"' in Wash ington to vioe. 
changin£ aocial ~ for the "cri- Guam and intermediate pointa. The In the FBIS, u in other war 
i;ig minded" and "!.-lam FROM'' FBIS never went to 1Je,ep. In tJ,e agencie1, the N iaei aet a commend­
minded grou~ or indi\'idual.s. Pacific outposts, moniton l!Stened able record, and they did it the 
Tbr peraon• making up the mem- to b~ emanating from Jsp- hard .,..y, Entry by Nisei int.o 

The Tule Lake N!nunciants ' a.se 
for restoration of citizensh:p is 
"thoroug.hly demoer&tic" and they 
have t,,e right t o use our Amer i· 
can instrumenu of just ice to es­
tablish their cla.i.m.s, according to 
the San Francisco News of ,1,;o,·. 
14. 

"lt must be recognized that tbe 
posi tion in which they v.ere plac­
ed by their sud<len removal t.o re­
location centers in 1942 created 
artificial and temporary cond it,ons 
for them far fro m normal. . . It 
doubtle•s was hard for U.em to 
reach sound decisions," said the 
News, adding that if any &et of 
our government Jed them to = ong 
decision.6, " they cert.ai.Dly are en• 
titled to make that known m or· 
derly legal procedure." 

"Tbe whole question of their M­
moval from their .homes on tile 
cout ia shrou<le<I in considerable 
lega l fog ," said the 1'ews. "Per­
haps tbeir move ...-i ll result in a 
court decis ion that will clear away 
aome of tile doubts and esta.bli.ah 
a ne,,;- bui• of precedent to guide 
future actions i!, perish tbe 
thought, a similar emereener 
should rise again." 

bei,hip of thesE groupE belong to aneae &.nd satellit.e tnui,;mitten these . agencies was not n£ily ac· duct had to be. circu~ t !eat 
• • • every race, creed and polit ical af. round the clock. comph shed at the outset. Tbey h&d they 1n,.,te suspicion or cnticum. 

_A• matter. 1tand at preaent the filiation. , . . Special t.tt>ention wu paid to to grope _tbrougi, a m&%e of red ~ia while the Nioei Gl 'i., by 
1'. RA has gotten back one half or The abo~ class1ficat,on does not J&.pt.neae • language broadcasts . tape . Their records were checked tbeir bravery on the battl~ec.ary-ed 
12-500,000 of the five millions ·mea,n that a ll tM people in t he Pa · beamed to oveneas and home au · I and double-cliecked u only the ~lei£ of Europe &Ild ~e _Pacific, 
•·h,ch wa s s!Mhed from its appro- , cific Northwest, or anywhere else, d ienus. Broadcasts llo J&pt.nes, thorough inV'Htigat.ors of th• Cl\11 t.nderlined the . contributio.n .. _~; 
;rjat ion by an economy-rrunded fall v.-it.hin one or the other of home audience• recei~ A-1 prior- Service Commission are capable Japanese Amen cam toward ,u-, 

House. The re,·ised bill, pas!IN! by these categoriea. There are certain I ity, tor during the war they were J of doing . !bey .bad t.o v.-a it from vict.orr. credit is due a l90 to the 
\Ii, House, has t-n aent to the groups and il>dhiduals who are the only 90urce of information I one month to abt mon~ before eMlian Ni1oei "'ho foueht the war 
S.·..,.t.e . J\lost of the fund was cut "people minded" in t!ie ,broa<lest about inside Jap,a.n. thty were notified. And once they behind mahogony ~ealu . over tA!le-
'.~, r- the W1lA budget had been sense of t.hat t.erm, but by and Expert Niaei rnonitore and ...,re in, their trouble, were at.ill type and typev.-ntA!r 1<ryboards, 
••rmarked for Tule Lake. l~ they are in the minority. tl'III!slators stationed at the list.en - not over, for their work and con·' and betv.Ne n raucous earphones. 
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MEMORANDUM 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

. r .• ,.. ~ ,. ,. hr:,.... 
-~ i,.; ..,-.:._ ~~ ,~ .. :· ~ . 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT Af,D BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20503 

MAR 2 8 1988 

HOWARD H. BAKER, JR. 

ight, . 
tor 

H.R. 442 ands. 06 - Relocation of Japanese 
Americans Duri rld War II 

This memorandum is to update you on the outlook for Senate 
action on legislation to provide restitution ($20,000 to each 
eligible individual) to persons of Japanese ancestry who were 
interned during World War II. 

On November 5, 1987 4 we sent you a decision memorandum (copy 
attached) to determine if we should adhere t o our veto position 
on the legislation. You asked for this memo if the bill started 
to move -- it could come up on the Senate floor at any time. 

Legislative Background 

s. 1009 (Matsunaga and 73 others) is almost identical to 
H.R. 442 (Foley and 150 others) - both bills are currently 
pending in the Senate. (H.R. 442 passed the House on September 
17th by 243-141.) The Dupartment of Justice testified against 
the bills in the House and Senate, and a Statement of 
Administration Policy (SAP) was sent to the House with senior 
advisers threatening a veto of H.R. 442. It is also attached. 
The veto threat was made at Justice's urging, and 0MB agreed 
because of the bill's potential cost of $1.2 billion and because 
of the undesirable precedent the bill would establish. In light 
of the President's reported interest in this legislation, the 
previous decision memorandum and this one are to obtain 
confirmation of the position to be taken by the Administration 
during Senate floor consideration. 

Outlook in Senate 

s. 1009 was reported by the Senate Governmental Affairs 
Committee on October 20, 1987. Committee staff have advised 
informally that eight Republican Senators had placed a "hold" on 
the bill. It is not yet clear whether Senator Matsunaga has been 
successful in his attempts to have the "holds" removed, but the 



-Committee staff indicate that Senator Wallop appears firm in his 
opposition to the legislation. 

s. 1009 could reach the Senate floor shortly; it is 
currently listed as a possibility on the Senate schedule, but no 
firm date has been set for consideration. 

Committee staff indicated earlier thats. 1009 may be 
fil i bustered, but a cloture vote would almost certainly be 
successful given the bill's 73 cosponsors. 

Conclusion 

We need guidance on the pending decision memorandum. Is it 
appropriate to send a SAP threatening veto of the legislation 
when it is considered on the Senate floor? 

Attachments 

c: Mr. Duberstein 
Mr. Kranowitz 
Mr. Wheeler 

-2-
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MEMORANDUM 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

,., . . . \:' ..... ' . .., .. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
0FF1CE a= MANAGEMENT ND BUDOET 

WAIHNGTON. D.C. 20503 

· S NOV 1987 

STAFF HOWARD H. BAKER, JR. 

ler III 

ig, 

•✓.-

a ~ 1009 - Relocation of 
During World War II 

The Senate may soon considers. 1009 (Matsunaga and 74 
others} which is almost identical to H.R. 442 (Foley and 150 
others} as it passed the House on September 17th by 243-141. The 
Department of Justice testified against the bill in the House and 
Senate, and a Statement of Administration Policy (attached) was 
sent to the House threatening a veto of H.R. 442 at Justice's 
request. 0MB agreed because of the potential cost of the bill. 

The purpose of this memo is to determine if we maintain our 
vet o position, as Justice desires, when the Senate considers the 
l egislation. 

Background 

The 1948 American-Japanese Evacuation Claims Act provided a 
comprehensive remedy for persons of Japanese ancestry who were 
interned during World War II. over $37 million (1958 dollars} 
was paid out under the Act in settlement of 2.6, 568 claims. In 
1976, President Ford formally recognized that the evacuation and 
internment were mistakes and repealed the 1942 Executive order 
that authorized them. 

Provisions of Legislation 

H.R. 442 would provide restitution ($20,000 to each 
eligible individual from a fund that is authorized at $1.25 
billion) to persons of Japanese ancestry who were interned during 
World War II. s. 1009 would provide a $1.3 billion fund. It is 
estimated that 60,000 Japanese-Americans would be eligible to 
apply for these payments (60,000 applicants at $20,000 each= 
$1.2 billion). Appropriated amounts not spent for reparations 
would be available for research and educational activities 
related to the internment. Both bills would also request that 
the Attorney General review certain criminal convictions of such 
interned persons and submit pardon recommendations to the 
Presldent. 



s. 1009 would also authorize appropriations of "such sums as 
are necessary" for reparations to persons from the Alaskan 
Aleutian Islands who were relocated during World War II ($12,000 
for each eligible Aleut), and would authorize approximately $21.4 
million to restore churches damaged in Aleut villages and for 
other hardships sustained during World War II. 

Administration Position 

The Administration threatened a veto of H.R. 442 and S. 1009 
for the following reasons: 

o Persons of Japanese ancestry have already been reasonably 
compensated for the hardships caused by their internment 
during World War II. 

o The compensation recipients would include survivors of the 
e s timated 20,000 Japanese-Americans who requested 
repatriation or expatriation to Japan during the 
internment period. 

o The bill could cost $1.25 billion or more in FY 1989. 

o The bill could establish a bad precedent for other groups 
who feel that they have suffered injustices. 

o The pardon provisions are unnecessary, as the Federal 
Government has already offered to vacate the convictions 
of persons of Japanese ancestry who violated wartime 
restrictions . 

In addition, with respect to s. 1009, the benefits provided 
to the Aleuts are unjustified because the wartime hardships 
incurred by these people resulted from proper actions (i.e., 
removal from a war zone). 

Decision 

Maintain Firm Veto Position. Given the reasons for the 
Administration's position to date, continue to oppose the bill 
because it is unacceptable both on policy and budgetary grounds. 

Yes No --- ----

-2-
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Work for Compromise. Given the strong bi-partisan support 
for this bill, the Administration could signal opposition or veto 
but work to get the legislation amended to set a lower, more 
acceptable restitution amount and a lower appropriation 
authorization. (Note: an amendment to delete the authorization 
from H.R. 442 was defeated in the House by a vote of 162-237.) 

Yes No -----
Change Position and Do Not Object to Bill. In light of 

strong bi-partisan support for bill, remove the veto threat and 
do not object to bill. 

Yes No --- -----
Attachment 

-3-
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STATEMENT· OF 
ADMINISTRATION 
POLICY 

September 10, 1987 
(House) 

H.R. 442 - Civil Liberties Act of 1987 
(Foley (D) Washington and 166 others) 

The administration opposes H.R. 442, and the President'• senior 
advisers will recommend that the President veto the bill, should 
it be presented to bi.JD. 

The United States bas already acknowledged the unjustified 
personal hardships caused by the internment program undertaken as 
part of our national defense effort during World War II. In 
enacting the American-Japanese Evacuation Claims Act in 1948, 
~ongress established a comprehensive and reasonable program of 
restitution for injuries brought upon persons of Japanese 
ancestry who were interned. Further payments -- especially those 
authorized by section 7 of H.R. 442, which would be in excess of 
$1 billion -- are not warranted. 

H.R. 442 is ~l•o objectionable because it would inappropriately 
permit persons of Japanese ancestry who requested repatriation or 
expatriation to Japan during the internment period to receive 
compensation. Other objectionable provisions of H.R. 442 
include: 

section 4, concerning pardons for certain criminal 
convictions , because the Federal Government has already 
offered to vacate the convictions of persons of Japanese 
ancestry who violated wartime rel'-trictions; and 

-- section 5, concerning agency review of applications for 
restitution for damages resulting from discriminatory acts 
during the internment period, because it is vaguely worded 
and its effect is uncertain. 

.. 
· ... 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 29, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: HOWARD H. BAKER, JR. 

SUBJECT: RESTITUTION FOR JAPANESE INTERNMENT 

I. ANALYSIS 

The Senate will soon consider legislation to provide 
restitution to individuals of Japanese ancestry who were 
interned during World War II. Similar legislation 
passed the House on September 17 by a vote of 243-141. 
The Senate bill currently has 73 cosponsors. The 
Department of Justice has testified against both bills 
and 0MB issued a Statement of Administration position 
opposing the House bill before its passage. 

While there were reparations paid based on a 1948 Act, 
they amounted to only $37 million for 26,500 claims. It 
is estimated that there remain 60,000 eligible Japanese 
Americans who were interned. Both bills are simple 
authorizations, requiring subsequent appropriations, 
which would have to fit under the budget agreement 
totals for next year. 

II. RECOMMENDATION 

I recommend that we withhold any further threat of a 
veto and explore with Congress the possibility of 
reducing the potential costs while making it clear we 
expect any subsequent appropriations to be in accord 
with our budget agreement. 

III. DECISION 

___ Approve Disapprove ---

Approve as Amended --- No Action ---



MEMORANDUM FOR 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20503 

MAR 2 8 1988 

HOWARD H. BAKER, JR. 

right~. 
ector 

H.R. 442 and S. p6 - Relocation of Japanese 
Americans During1 rld War II 

This memorandum is to update you on the outlook for Senate 
action on legislation to provide restitution ($20,000 to each 
eligible individual) to persons of Japanese ancestry who were 
interned during World War II. 

On November 5, 1987, we sent you a decision memorandum (copy 
attached) to determine if we should adhere to our veto position 
on the legislation. You asked for this memo if the bill started 
to move -- it could come up on the Senate floor at any time. 

Legislative Background 

s. 1009 (Matsunaga and 73 others) is almost identical to 
H.R. 442 (Foley and 150 others) - both bills are currently 
pending in the Senate. (H.R. 442 passed the House on September 
17th by 243-141.) The Department of Justice testified against 
the bills in the House and Senate, and a Statement of 
Administration Policy (SAP) was sent to the House with senior 
advisers threatening a veto of H.R. 442. It is also attached. 
The veto threat was made at Justice's urging, and 0MB agreed 
because of the bill's potential cost of $1.2 billion and because 
of the undesirable precedent the bill would establish. In light 
of the President's reported interest in this legislation, the 
previous decision memorandum and this one are to obtain 
confirmation of the position to be taken by the Administration 
during Senate floor consideration. 

Outlook in Senate 

s. 1009 was reported by the Senate Governmental Affairs 
Committee on October 20, 1987. Committee staff have advised 
informally that eight Republican Senators had placed a "hold" on 
the bill. It is not yet clear whether Senator Matsunaga has been 
successful in his attempts to have the "holds" removed, but the 



-Committee staff indicate that Senator Wallop appears firm in his 
opposition to the legislation. 

s. 1009 could reach the Senate floor shortly; it is 
currently listed as a possibility on the Senate schedule, but no 
firm date has been set for consideration. 

Committee staff indicated earlier thats. 1009 may be 
filibustered, but a cloture vote would almost certainly be 
successful given the bill's 73 cosponsors. 

Conclusion 

We need guidance on the pending decision memorandum. Is it 
appropriate to send a SAP threatening veto of the legislation 
when it is considered on the Senate floor? 

Attachments 

c: Mr. Duberstein 
Mr. Kranowitz 
Mr. Wheeler 

-2-
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THROUGH: 
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OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT NE BUDGET 
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an ~ 1009 - Relocation of 
Japanese During World War II 

The Senate may soon considers. 1009 (Matsunaga and 74 
others) which is almost identical to H.R. 442 (Foley and 150 
others) as it passed the House on September 17th by 243-141. The 
Department of Justice testified against the bill in the House and 
Senate, and a Statement of A.9cJI1inistration Policy (attached) was \ 
sent to the House in a veto o ·ce's 
reques. MB agreed because of the potential cost of the bill. 

The purpose of this memo is to determine if we maintain our 
veto position, as Justice desires, when the Senate considers the 
legislation. 

Background 

The 1948 American-Japanese Evacuation Claims Act provided a 
comprehensive remedy for persons of Japanese ancestry who were 
interned during World War II. over $37 million (1958 dollars) 
was paid out under the Act in settlement of 26,568 claims. In 
1976, President Ford formally recognized that th;-evacuation and 
internment were mistakes and repealed the 1942 Executive order 
that authorized them. 

Provisions of Legislation 

H.R. 442 would provide restitution ($20,000 to each 
eligible individual from a fund that is authorized at $1.25 
billion) to persons of Japanese ancestry who were interned during 
World War II. s. 1009 would provide a $1.3 billion fund. It is 
estimated that ~o,oQo Japanese-Americans would he eligibLe to 
apply for these payments (60,000 applicants at $20,000 each= 
$1.2 billion). Appropriated amounts not spent for reparations 
would be available for research and educational activities 
related to the internment. Both bills would also request that 
the Attorney General review certain criminal convictions of such 
interned persons and submit pardon recommendations to the 
Presldent. 



s. 1009 would also authorize appropriations of "such sums as 
are necessary" for reparations to persons from the Alaskan 
Aleutian Islands who were relocated during World War II ($12,000 
for each eligible Aleut), and would authorize approximately $21.4 
million to restore churches damaged in Aleut villages and for 
other hardships sustained during World War II. 

Administration Position 

The Administration threatened a veto of H.R. 442 ands. 1009 
for the following reasons: 

o Persons of Japanese ancestry have already been reasonably 
compensated for the hardships caused by their internment 
during World War II. 

o The compensation recipients would include survivors of the 
estimated 20,000 Japanese-Americans who requested 
repatriation or expatriation to Japan during the 
internment period. 

o The bill could cost $1.25 billion or more in FY 1989. 

o The bill could establish a bad precedent for other groups 
who feel that they have suffered injustices. 

o The pardon provisions are unnecessary, as the Federal 
Government has already of fe r ed to vacate the convictions 
of persons of J apanese ancestry who violated wartime 
rest rictions. 

In addition, with respect to s. 1009, the benefits provided 
to the Aleuts are unjustified because the wartime hardships 
incurred by these people resulted from proper actions (i.e., 
removal from a war zone). 

Decision 

Maintain Firm Veto Position. Given the reasons for the 
Administration's position to date, continue to oppose the bill 
because it is unacceptable both on policy and budgetary grounds. 

Yes No ----

-2-
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Work for Compromise. Given the strong bi-partisan support 
for this bill, the Administration could signal opposition or veto 
but work to get the legislation amended to set a lower, more 
acceptable restitution amount and a lower appropriation 
authorization. (Note: an amendment to delete the authorization 
from H.R. 442 was defeated in the House by a vote of 162-237.) 

Yes No -----
Change Position and Do Not Object to Bill. In light of 

strong bi-partisan support for bill, remove the veto threat and 
do not object to bill. 

Yes No ---
Attachment 

-3-
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STATEMENT· OF 
ADMINISTRATION 
POLICY 

September 10, 1987 
(House) 

H.R. 442 - Civil Liberties Act of 1987 
(Foley (D) Washington and 166 others) 

The administration opposes H.R. 442, and the President'• senior 
advisers will recommend that the President veto the bill, should 
it be presented to him. 

The United States bas already acknowledged the unjustified 
personal hardships caused by the internment program undertaken as 
part of our national defense effort during World War II. In 
enacting the American-Japanese Evacuation Claims Act in 1948, 
~ongress established a comprehensive and reasonable program of 
restitution for injuries brought upon persons of Japanese 
ancestry who were interned. Further payments -- especially those 
authorized by aection 7 of H.R. 442, which would be in excess of 
$1 billion -- are not warranted. 

H.R. 442 i• also objectionable because it would inappropriately 
permit persons of Japanese ancestry who requested repatriation or 
expatriation to Japan during the internment period to receive 
compensation. other objectionable provisions of H.R. 442 
include: 

aection 4, concerning pardons for certain criminal 
convictions, because the Federal Government has already 
offered to vacate the convictions of persons of Japanese 
ancestry who violated wartime restrictions: and 

-- section 5, concerning agency review of applications for 
restitution for damages resulting from discriminatory acts 
during the internment period, because it is vaguely worded 
and its effect is uncertain. 

.. 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

April 14, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: Bill 

Since the Pres· nt decided to withdraw his veto threat, 0MB 
(Carol Crawfor has been working with the Justice Department 
(Tom Boyd, Assistant AG for Congressional) to bring down the 
bill's cost. Results: 

o We developed specific amendments to the bill that would 
reduce its cost, both short term and total and looked at ways 
to reduce the eligible population and/or ways to spread out 
the payments. 

o Tom Boyd identified the representatives of the Japanese 
community with whom we should deal (Grant Ujifusa) and we met 
with him last Tuesday night. 

o Grant rejected most of our proposals for reducing the size of 
the beneficiary group, although toward the end Carol 
convinced him it could be in the interest of the older people 
he cares most about. He is sending data regarding the ages 
of the eligible population and was more agreeable to 
spreading the funding over ten years (as opposed to the 
current five-year authorization in the Senate bill). 

o Grant has contacted Senator Matsunaga's office to urge him to 
delay consideration of the bill until we can complete our 
discussions. 

o Carol has spoken with Sheila Burke to let her know that we 
are trying to get the costs down, and to request her 
assistance in delaying the bill. At last report, Sheila 
indicated that it may come up tomorrow (Friday) or next week. 

o A draft SAP is prepared. When we determine the bill will 
move, we can put it into "final" depending on whether we have 
made any progress with Ujifusa. 

o Senator Helms also has a series of amendments he plans to 
offer. In addition, we are calling other Senators known to 
oppose the bill (McCain, McClure, Gramm) to solicit 
assistance in offering amendments. 

cc: Jim Miller 
John Tuck 
Carol Crawford 
Gordon Wheeler 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

March 29, l;~ DATE: _______ _ 

NOTE FOR: JIM MILLER 

The President has 

seen O 

acted upon ~ 

commented upon 0 

the attached; and it is forwarded to you for your: 

information 

cc: 

action □ 

Rhett Dawson 
(x-2702) 

Alan Kranowitz 
A. B. Culvahouse 
Nancy Risque 

I 

6Sq.Pt3S..5 
t!LJ07Y 
/1./LJLJI/. 
· //uo13-AcZ 
-~ 
Fe LJ lJ /:-1 / 

wr fP 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM : HOWARD H. BAKER, 

SUBJECT: RESTITUTION JAPANESE INTERNMENT ______-> 

-----
I. ANALYSIS 

---------~--
The Senate will soon consider legislation to provide 
restitution to individuals of Japanese ancestry who were 
interned during World War II. Similar legislation 
passed the House on September 17 by a vote of 243-141. 
The Senate bill currently has 73 cosponsors. The 
Department of Justice has testified against both bills 
and 0MB issued a Statement of Administration position 
opposing the House bill before its passage. 

While there were reparations paid based on a -1948 Act, 
they amounted to only $37. million for 2 6, 500 -:,claims. It 
is estimated that there remain 60,000 eligible Japanese 
Americans who were interned. Both bills are simple 
authorizations, requiring subsequent appropriations, 
which would have to fit under the budget agreement 
totals for next year. 

II. RECOMMENDATION 

I recommend that we withhold any further threat of a 
veto and explore with Congress the possibility of 
reducing the potential costs while making it clear we 
expect any subsequent appropriations to be in accord 
with our budget agreement. 

III. DECISION 

U~Approve 

Approve as Amended ----

Disapprove ----

No Action ----



JACL-LEC 

t= 
JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 
LEGISLATIVE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
WASHINGTON OFFICE 1730 RHODE ISLAND AVE. NW. WASHINGTON. DC 20036 (202) 223--1240 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS SAN FRANCISCO. CA 94115 

March 30, 1988 

Mr. Ken Duberstein 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Ken, 

The enclosed material is for your information. It shows that the 
issue to redress Japanese Americans, who lost their individual 
freedom, has the support of veterans organizations. 

Sincerely, 

$-a-J?4'~ 
Grant Ujifusa 

enclosures 



50310 PARACHUTE RCT ASSOCIATION. WORLD WAR 11 
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TC: !~or:ora ble Charles E. Grassley 
.'. ni tee .States Sena tor 
232 ~ussell Senate Building 
Washi ngton , D.C. 20.510 34th Infantry Division Association 

R.R. #l, Camp Dodge 
Grimes, Iowa 50111 

\t.'iiEREAS, During the early days of World War II, the cloud of suspicion hanging 

over them, 120,000 Americans of Japanese ancestry, on the west coast, were by force 

removed from their homes under armed guards of the United States and held in 

incarceration for the duration of hostilities in detention camps; and 

'rl}!ERF.AS, there was not a single documented act of espionage, sabotage or fifth 

colurn!'l activity CO!!'w-::itted by an American citizen of Japanese ancestry or by a 

resirlent of Japanese alien on the west coast before, during or after the internment, 

a .. ,,. 
··'-

i-.'Hl~E/1S, this action was excused on the grounds of military necessity, but was really 

rooted in racial prejudice, war hysteria and failure of political leadership, and 

:..-Hs.q2_4s, in a demonstration of loyalty, Americans of Japanese ancestry petitioned 

in 1942 for the right to serve their country and have the opportunity to fight 

a.long with fellow Americans on both fronts and served with distinction and valor 

in the 100th Infantry Battalion, and the 442nd Regimental Combat Team in Europe, 

in the military intelligence units in the Pacific and elsewhere, more than J0,000 

Americans of Japanese descent bore arms in defense of our freedom, shedding their 

blood o~ s uch far-flung . battlefields as Rome-Amo, Bruyere, Guadalcanal, and 

I wo Jima, and 

~H£.q:::":,\S, the Comr.'~Gsion on Wartime Relocation and Inte=nment of Civilians has 

issued its recommendations for the Japanese and their family members who were in 

relocation camps by federal government during World War II, 

RESOLVED , that the members of the ;4th Infantry Division Association, urge you 

and members of your committee to give favorable consideration to the redress 

le~i slation for benefits of Americans of Japanese ancestry and their family 

m~:·. bers ~o were terribly wronged by our own government. 

BE: .i. T FURTHER RESOLVED: The foregoing resolution was unanimously adopted at a 

regular meeting of the )4th Infantry Division Association·, in : the city of 

~iinneapolis, fiennesota, on the 10th September, 198J ~ e~GL:, 
~ Seeley.hes ent 

~h~J. mes L. Huyckcreta±:y 
thWantry Division Ass'n 



Phone (~15) ·94?.-01?.7 

Sen. Charles Grassley 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

\ 

Dear Senator Grassley: 

34th INF. DIV. ASSN. 
CHICAGO AREA CHAPTER 

6040 E. SOUTH PRAIRIE OR. 
MORRIS, IL 60450 

April 2, 1987 

On the evening of April 1, Arthur Morimitsu, a very good Nisei 
friend~ phoned me asking for my help. He had been informed that 
you promised to support Senator Spark Matsunaga for passage of 
Bill SP1083 Redress, but you now decided to withdraw your support. 
This is why I phoned you today but was unable to reach you as you 
were "on the floor". Getting this Redress into a Bill has taken 
years and I've been active in it from the start, writing letters 
and attending hearings. 

On the 3rd . of September 1943 I landed in Oran, Africa. I was put 
into - the 34th Cav. Recon. Troop of the 34th Inf. Div. In our 
camp near Oran I met the Nisei lOOt~. Inf. Bn. from Hawaii. When 
we went to Italy I fought with and alongside these men many 
times. In early June, the·442nd R.C.T. joined the 34th at Anzio. 
These ·Nisei were from Hawaii and the Mainland. The 100th Bn. 
became part of the 442nd R.C .T. 

It was wher, we socialized ·we f-.Jund out ·cha1:. the Nisei from tne 
West Coast had families that were put in Internment Camps and 
lost their homes and everything they could not carry. With all 
this going on, these men fought better than any other units. -I 
have great admiration and love for these men and have kept strong 
bonds of friendship with them in Hawaii and the Chicago Area, 
visiting them in Hawaii and belonging to the Chicago Nisei Post 1183 
American Legion, Honolu~u Club 100 and 442nd Veterans Club. 

I am an active member of the 34th Inf. Div. Assn., Past National 
President 1954-55 and I am the current President of the Chicago Area 
Chapter. I missed only two annual reunions since 1948. 

MIS 



At the Div. National Reunion in Bloomington, Minn. in 1983, a 
resolution was made and passed unanimously that the Redress 
be made a Bill. It's been a long time in the making. I per­
sonally feel this Bill should be passed so some form of an apology 
be given to thesa very loyal Americans who so richly deserve it. 
The next time you see Sen. Inouye picture him a Captain in his 
uniform with ribbons on his chest, his right sleeve pinned up, going 
into a barber shop in Los Angeles to get a haircut and being told 
"we don't serve Japs". My association with them has lost me some 
"White friends(?)" and I've been called a "Jap lover" more than once . 
I'd rather have one true Nisei friend than a hundred bigoted white 
friends. 

cc: Sen. Spark Matsunaga 
Sen. Daniel Inouye 
Arthur Morimitzu 

Very truly yours, 

~vvu~ ~~ ~ . 
W;:trren F.. FP.n,:-l 
6040 ~- South Prairie Dr. 
Morris, Il 60450 



3Jrwlsq ■ar lllrttruns of tilt llnitrb @,tatr.s of ~mrrica 
1 i l;: ~rw Jtaanp•~irr ~urnur. ~ • . •:i11~i"ptan. IUt. 1DOO!l 

Mr. Ronald K. lkejiri 
Japanese American Citizens League 
1730 Rhode Island Ave., N.W. 
Suite 204 
Washington. O.C. 20036 

Dear Mr. lkejiri: 

0584023NX 

May 3, 1984 

The Jewish War Veter~ns of the USA have had a long and proud history 
of fighting against discrimination and bigotry. Indeed, our organiza­
tion was founded in response to anti-Semitic slanders. 

At our recent National Executive ColTT!1ittee meeting, the Jewish War Veterans 
of the USA voted to support H.R. 4110 and S. 2116. These bills will serve 
to acknowledge the injustice of interment of Japanese/Anericans during 
World War II and provide some degree of reparation. 

The Jewish War Veterans would be happy to assist your organization to 
ensure the passage of these bills. We are planning to testify in support 
of these bills when hearings are held. 

Please contact our Nationa1 Executive Director, Harris B. Stone, at our 
National Headquarter~ if we can provide additional assistance. 

Joseph Zo an 
National Co1T1Tiander 



XIV. EQUAL ACCESS LEGISLATION 

The Jewish War Veterans of the USA has long .held the view that 
separation of church and state should be maintained. 

~qual access legislation would dramatically alter the fragile 
balance between church and state, by elevating religious_ speech over 
any other form of speech; by cutting of Federal funding of any school 
that refused to comply; and finally, by failing to protect the rights 
of religious minorities. In short, equal access legislation does not 
address the very problem it seeks to correct and merely serves as a 
back door approach for prayer. in pub+ic schools, therefore we urge 
\..uny.1.0::S::. t.:; :;:.::peal the eqt:.il .ilcccss law. 

XV. INTERNMENT OF JAPANESE-AMERICANS 
DURING WORLD WAR II 

The Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians, 
after an. exhaustive two year study, concluded "that a grave. injustice 
was d9ne to American citizens and resident aliens of Japanese ancestry 
who, without individual review or any probative evidence against them, 
were excluded, removed, and detained by the United States during World 
War II." 

Legislation currently pending before Congress seeking to redress a 
constitutional wrong resolves that such a violation of basic democratic 
principles will not happen again. 

Therefore, the Jewish War Veterans of the USA supports legislation 
before Congress to ~dopt the recommendations of the Commission. 

XVI. BROADCASTING DEREGULA'l'ION 

The Jewish War Veterans of the USA strongly opposes ar.y legislation 
t li'at would' repeal the "Fairness Doctrine of the-·Communi cations Act" of 
1934. This doctrine requires that discussion of public issues be pre­
sented on broadcast stations so that each side of an issue can be given 
fair coverage. Such legislation, if enacted, would impede challenges 
to racist and Anti-Semitic radio stations who seek license renewals 
such as KTTL-FM of Dodge City, Kansas. 

5 
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BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED • • • 

66th NATIONAL 
CONVENTION ADOPTS 

165 RESOWTIONS 

AH. 613 (Comm.) Opposes granting of general am­
nesty to illegal aliens. 

Au. 614 (Comm. ) Urges that English be declared 
official language of U.S. 

AH. 115 (Comm.) Urges passage of legislat,on promol• 
ing voluntary school prayer. 

RH. 616 (Comm.) Stales Legion's position on illegal 
alien problem. 

AH. 617 (Comm.) Aaks tor legislat,on designating May 
7 as " Vietnam Veterans Recognition Day." 

Ru. 611 (Comm.) Asks thal the Immigration and Na­
tional ily Act be amended to classify as " special immi­
grants " Filipino alien veterans who served honorably 
in lhe U.S. Armed Forces. 

AH. 119 (Comm.) Calls for legislation making George 
Washington 's binhday a national holiday. 

Mandates for 1984--85 
stress improved veteran care 

and 1iational defense 

AH. 120 (Comm.) Calls lor amendment to the U.S. 
Flag Code. 

AH. 321 (Ill .) UrgH implementation of patriotic pro-
, grams in public and private schools. 

Ru. 107 (Comm.) Reaffirms Legion 's opposi!ion to 
private initiatives undertaken by American citizens lo 
affect fore ign policy of the U.S. 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 
Milton S. Applebaum (Ill.), Chairman 

AH. 101 (Comm.) Provided tor appointment of • spe­
cial commlltN 10 study elig ibility tor membership. 

ECONOMICS 
Frank A. Kelly (Ga.), Chairman 

Ae1. 12 (Okla.) Calls lor Contract Compliance Program 
workshops nationwide. 

AH. to (Neb.) Supports legislat ion to require that local 
veterans employment representatives be veterans. 

AH. 1U (Ark.) SNkS to extend the Targeted Job Tax 
Credit proi;ram. 

AH. 211 (Mass.) Seeks full funding tor lhe Ottice of 
the Assistant Secretary of Labor tor Veterans Employ· 
menl and Training. 

AH. 273 (Wis.) Requests increase in staff and support 
resources tor The Employment Service. 

AH. 271 (Mo.) Urges extension ot the Emergency Vet• 
erans Job Training Program. 

AH. 334 (Ill.) SNks lo establish the Regional Veterans 
Employment Representatives by law. 

A••· 430 (Utah) Urges all posts and departments to 
promote the Jobs !or Veterans program. 

A••· 417 (Calif.) SNks legislation to change allocation 
ol OVOP staff according to personnel needs. 

AH. 432 (Texas) Urges Congress to provide !or veter­
ans ol all eras who ■re In nNd ol em!)lcyrn~nt1r~!!l'n!J 
assistance In all federally funded training program,. 

AH. '35 (Ga.) SNka full enforcement ol afflrmetlve 
action by federal contractors dealing with veteran,. 

AH. 592 (Comm.) Requires the Col to maintain veter• 
ans preference In the " validity generalization" aystem 
!or job referral purposes. 

RH. 100 (N .O.) SNks legislation to extend Veteran, 
Readjustment Appointments authority. 
AH, 257 (Texas) Urges OPM to fully support and pro­
mole lhe use of the special hiring authority tor veter­
an, with 30-percent disability. 

RH, 251 (Texas) Urges OPM to lully support and pro­
mote the use of the special hiring program tor 
Vletnam ... ,a veterans. 
AH. «o (Ga.) Strongly supports veterans preference 
in federal hiring. 

AH. 305 (Minn.) Opposes contracting out of federal 
jobs legally reserved lor veterans. 

AH. 27 (Utah) UrgH each department to -k legisla• 
tion to promote special con11derat lon for veteran, in 
slate programs lo promote small buslneu. 

AH. 140 (Ariz.) Supports VA Home Loan Program. 

RH. 434 (Ga.) Urges full llaffing and funding tor 11\e 
Veterans Office ot SBA. 

34 

RH. 513 (Comm.) Calls tor a " National Employ lhe 
Older Worker Week ." 

RH. 594 (Comm.) Reiterates support tor U.S. Savings 
Bond Program. 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
P. Dean (Miss.), Chairman 

AH. 311 (II .) Supports legislation opposing the war­
ime relo tion and internment of civilians. 

Re . (Ill .) Urges that Na11onal Conventions be held 
before the last week in August In instances where con­
tracts have not been signed or tenlat,ve dates set. 

RH. 102 (Comm.) Expresses appreciation lo Conven­
tion host. 

LEGISLATIVE 
Gary W. Sammons (Mich.). Chairman 

RH. 455 (Va.) Opposes elimination of the Senate 
Committee on Veterans Affa irs. 

VETERANS AFFAIRS & 
REHABILITATION 

William F. Lenker (S.D.), Chairman 
AH. 51 (Hawaii ) Urges the VA lo provide carur­
condit ioned status to certa in employees in the 
Readjustment Counseling Service Program. 

RH. 11 (Tenn .) Slates the Legion's pol icy on providing 
certain benefit payments separate from those payable 
lo disabled veterans. 

AH. 13 (Tenn.) Urges the expansion of VA's Geriatric 
Research. Education Clinical Centers Program. 

Res. 105 (N.O.) Urges Congress lo provide sufficient 
VA health care facililies for the treatment and care of 
the non-servic1-conr.1cted disabilit ies of war veterans. 

Res. 101 (N .O.) Urge! Congress to provide full fund ing 
for all veterans· programs. 

Ree. 110 (N.O.) Opposes any recommenda11ons ot tne 
Presidential Task Force that would el iminate or curtail 
veterans benefi ts or hosp ital care and treatment. 

Au. 111 (Pa.) Opposes OPM/OMB proposal lo imple­
ment reduct ion in VA OM&S grade GS/GM 11-15 posi• 
tion categories. 

Au. 275 (Wis.) Stales 11,e Legion's pol icy on National 
Health Insurance. 

RH. 277 (Wis.) Slates the Legion's pol icy on " main­
streaming medical services to veterans." 

AH. 219 (Mo.) Supports legislation 10 rename the VA 
CHILDREN & YOUTH Medical Center. Poplar Bluff. Mo .. the " John J. Persh• 

Eugene V. Lindquist (Minn.), Chairman ing Veterans Administration Medical Center." 

Ru. HI (Wis.) Urges thal government provide RH. ffl (Ill .) Supports legislation lo make the VA an 
1ufflclent investigators lo enforce existing federal laws . w executive department. 
against pomography. RH. 341 (Ill.) Opposes consolidation of operations ot 
Rea. 137 (Ariz.) Deals with curbing violence and van• VA regional offices. 
dalisr,, ;,. s;hocls. RH. 422 (Cal'!.) Urges Congress to adequately rund 
Ree. 585 (Comm.) RHffirma support tor Immunization tne VA Health Care System construction program. 
Program. RH. 423 (Calif.) Opposes reduction of any federal be-
Ree. 517 (Comm.) Urges establishment of e "Netlonal netil by offsetting VA compenaation paym•nts made to 
Femlly WMk." service-connected disabled ve1erans. 

RH. stl (Comm.) Urges Increased efforts lo eliminate RH. 424 (Calif.) Opposes legislation providing tor 
Reye's Syndrome. lhird-party reimbursement. 

RH. 5N (Comm.) Urges legislation to uslst ramllles of RH. 521 (Iowa) States policy on Agent Orange. 
children experiencing catastrophic illness. RH. 529 (Iowa) Slates the Legion 's policy on radiation 
A••· SH (Comm.) Urges passage of PL 96•272, con- exposure cases. 
cerning adopliv• children with special nHdS. Rea. 530 (Iowa) Urges that radiat ion exposure cases be 
IIH. 100 (Comm.) Support, leg islation enacting a entitled to medical treatment on a presumptive basis. 
special youth employment opportunity wage. AH. 542 (Mich.) UrgH VA to develop a comprehensive 

AMERICANISM 
Dale L. Renaud (Iowa), Chairman 

Ru. 109 (Comm.) Calls for legislation and act ion 
necessary to deny communists the ability to infiltrate 
government. 

R11. 110 (Comm.) Urges restorauon of House Internal 
Security Committee. 

RH. 111 (Comm.) Calls for restoration of Memorial 
D •Y lo May 30. 
Ree. 112 (Comm.) Reafllrms support of CIA end FBI. 

hHlth care program tor the aging veteran. 

AH. 543 (Mich.) Opposes plans to transfer sole juns• 
diction over veterans benefits and programs from VA. 

AH. 557 (Colo.) Urges Congress lo assign priority to 
funding of VA Alcohol and Drug TrHlment and Re­
habil11a1ion Programs. 

Rea. 551 (Colo.) Urges that veterans compensalton , 
P11nsion and read1u11ment allowances not be consid­
ered as 1>enefits and entlllements. but as rights. 

AH. 103 (N .O.) Slatu the Legion·s policy on improving 
the Nauonat Cemetery Syatem. and on death and burial 
benefits for veterans. 

THE AME 'ilCAN LEGION MAGAZINE 



CHICAGO NISEI POST 11183--RESOLUTION 4/5/84 

Whereas: In 1942,Presidential Order 19061 caused approximately 120,000 
persons of Japanese ancestry, the majority of whom were United 
States citizens, to be forcibly evicted"""from West Coast States -, 
And 

Whereas: Without trials or hearings in total violation ~f t~e nrotectio~ 
guaranteed by the Bill of Rights and the Consti ~utf1n of l~e 
United States, were incarcerated in concentration r.amps,~ith 
armed guards,And 

Whereas: ·when these J1pa~es2 Americans were evicted from thetr homes and 
placed in ro~~entration camps.seven of the articles of the Bill 
of Riqht ~ wer~ arbitrarily suspended,And 

Whereas: :te Commission on Wartime Relocation and Interment of Civilians, 
after a series of nation-wide hearings, concluded that because 
of war hysteria, racial prejudice and political expediency,an 
entire group of loyal Americans and thei•r family members were 
dcµri~ed of the1~ Ccnstitutional Rights,And 

Whereas: While the Iss~i [parents or first generation] were incarcerated 
in these conc.entration camps, the Nisei,[second generation) 
volunteered to serve in the Armed Forces in our war with Japan, 
And 

Whereas: It has been acknowledged by the top military officials that the 
Nisei serving in the Military Intelligence Services helped to 
shorten the war between The United States and Japan and thus 
saved thousands of livPS of American Combat . Troops,And 

Whereas: The Nisei serving in The 100th. Battalion and The 442nd. 
Regimental Combat Team, 34th. Division, contributed to the success 
of Gen. Mark Clark's landings on the European Front and in so 
doing, became the highest decorated unit in the history of 
The United States Armed Forces,And 

Whereas: Upon the1- r return to civilian lffe after discharge joined and 
looked to The American Legion as th•Lr Veterans Organization 
that would uphold the civil rights and constitutional guarantees 
of all Americans, Therefore 

Be It Resolved: That The American Legion set forth principles against 
a recurrence of such a tragedy fn deprivation of human 
rights, to uphold the ideals of what this nation fought 
for end that the rf;ht~ cf e1t1:en~h1p in no way dep~nd 
on race or ancestry, 

Be It Further Resolved: 
That The American Legion continue to champion the rights 
of all Americans so that the rights of citizenship will 
never depend on race or ancestry, 

Be It Further Resolved: 
That this resolution be considered by all echelons of 
The American Legion, including the National Convention 
of The American Legion to be held in the city of 
Salt Lake City, Utah, in August,1984, and if favorably 
considered that copies of this resolution be forwarded 
to all members of The United States Senate,and House of 
Representatives. 

The foregoing resolution was adopted by •embers of Chicago Nisei Post 
#1183, The American Legion,at it's regular meeting held at Chicago, lllfnofs 
on Apr fl 5 , 19 8 4 • .J? j) \. 

1 
v· . 

At t es t e d & :;i'~-· ' · _.., ~~./-/4, ..... 
om n er 

The above resolntion ~-.-es adopted by the 
of the A'!lcricen LeGion at a rcQJ.le.r mcetinc 
at Li11coln SCJ_uare Post Hee.d~uarters. 

~~~ 
Herbert Wu."1£1.1.• 
Colll!lander, 
Sixth i)ii;trict Council 

XdJutant 

Sixth District Council 
held on A1,ril 25, 1984 

ef?v1;1?z-4u 
R~ee~c.;.dln 
Adjuta..-it, 
Sixt.'1 j)istrict Council 



LUTION #55 ssed July 20, 1984 
epartment of Illinois 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

' In 1942, Presidential Order #9066 caused approximately 120,000 persons of Japanese ancestry, the majority 
of whom were United States citizens, to be forcibly evicted from West Coast States, and 

Without trials or hearings In total violation of the protection guaranteed by the Bill of Rights and the Constilu· 
tlon of the United States were Incarcerated In concentration camps, with armed guards and 

· WHEREAS, When these Japanese Americans were evicted from their homes and placed In concentration camps, seven of 
the articles of the Bill of Rights were arbitrarily suspended, and 

WHEREAS, The Commission on Wartime Relocation and lntermlnt of Civilians, after a series of nation-wide hearings, 
concluded that because of war hysteria, racial prejudice and political expediency, an entire group of loyal 
Americans and their family members were deprived of their Constitutional Rights, and 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

While the lssel (parents or first generatlon)were Incarcerated in these concentration camps, the Nisei, (second 
generation) volunteered to serve in the Armed Forces in our war with Japan, and 

It has been acknowledged by the top military officials that the Nisei serving in the Military Intelligence Services 
helped to shorten the war between the United States and Japan and thus saved thousands of lives of American 
Combat Troops, and · 

The Nisei serving In the 100th Battalion and the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, 34th Division, contributed 
to the success of General Mark Clark's landlngs on the European Front and in so doing, became the highest 
decorated unit in the history of the United States Armed Forces, and , 

Upon their return to civilian life after discharge Joined and looked to The American Legion as their Veterans 
Organization that would uphold the civil rights and constitutional guarantees of all Americans, therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, That The American Legion set forth principles against a recurrence of such a tragedy In deprivation of 
. human rights, to uphold the ideals of what this nation fought for and that the rights of citizenship In no way 
depend on race or ancestry. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That The American Legion continue to champion the rights of all Americans so that the rights 
of citizenship will never depend on race or ancestry. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be considered by all enchelons of The American Legion, Including the 
National Convention of The American Legion to be held in the city of Salt Lake City, Utah, In August, 1984 and if 
favorably considered that copies of this resolution be forwarded to all members of the United States Senate, 
and Hpuse of Representatives. · 

The foregoing resolution was adopted by members of Chicago Nisei Post #1183, The American Legion, at Its regular 
meeting held at Chicago, Illinois on April 5, 1984. · 

Attested: Herb Wunar, Commander Roger Bodin, Adjutant 

The above resolution was adopted by the Sixty District Council of The American Legion at a regular meeting held on April 25, 
1984, at Ll_~col_!l ~uare P~s_t H!_ad_~u~rt~~ -------------- ... ___ __ ___ _ 

Herbert Wunar, Corriander 
Sixth Oistict Council 

• . CHICAGO•NISEI POST No.us~ 
The American Legion 

1046 West Wilson/Chicario,lllinois 60640 

Non-Profit Organization 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

Roger Bodin, Adjutant 
Sixth District Council 



JACL - LEC 
ORGANIZATIONAL ENDORSEMENTS FOR REDRESS 

The following is a list of major endorsements for JACL-LEC's 
legislative campaign for redress. "Endorsement" often denotes or­
ganizational support for the recommendations made by the Commission 
on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians, including in­
dividual monetary compensation for former internees. The term may 
also mean that an organization has acknowledged the injustice of the 
internment, but has not addressed the question of monetary redress. 

NATIONAL 

National League of Cities 
U.S. Conference of Mayors 

CONGRESSIONAL 

Congressional Black Caucus 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus 

STATEWIDE 

California State Assembly 
California State Senate 
Calif. Assn. of Human Rights or-

ganizations 
Hawaii House of Representatives 
state of Hawaii 
Office of Hawaiian Affairs 
Gov. of the State of Illinois 
Illinois Committee on Inter-

governmental Relations 
Gov. of Massachusetts 
Minnesota State Legislature 
State of Missouri 
New Jersey General Assembly 
New York State Legislature 
Oregon State Legislature 
State of Washington 
Governor, State of Washington 
State of Wisconsin 
State Advisory Chairs - U.S. Com­

mission on Civil Rights 
Western Governors' Conference 

COUNTYWIDE 

California 2nd Dist. Board of Su­
pervisors 

Contra Costa County Supervisors 

l 

COUNTYWIDE (cont.) 

King County (WA) Democratic 
Central Committee 

Marin County Human Rights Assn. 
Marin County Human Rights Comm. 
Monterey, CA Bd. of Supervisors 
Multnomah, Ore. County Commis-

sioners 
Placer County Supervisors 
Sacramento, CA County Supervisors 
San Francisco City & Co. Super-

visors 
San Mateo Supervisors 
Santa Clara County Supervisors 
Santa Cruz, CA Bd. of Supervisors 
Ventura County Supervisors 

CITYWIDE 
City of Cambridge, Mass. 
City of Chicago city Council 
Cleveland, Ohio city Council 
El Cerrito, CA city Council 
Marina, CA City Council 
Orinda-Lafayette-Moraga Council 

for Civic Unity 
Orinda-Moraga Democratic Club 
New York City Council 
Mayor, City of New York 
City of Philadelphia, PA 
Portland City Council 
Richmond, CA City Council 
Sacramento City Council Members 
Salinas City Council 
Salinas Valley Democratic Club 
San Jose City Council 
Seaside City Council 
Seattle city Council 
Watsonville City Council 



POLITICAL 

Americans for Democratic Action, 
National Board 

Democratic Party Platform 
Republican Party Platform 
Oregon State Rainbow Coalition 
Washington State Democratic 

Central Committee 

CIVIL RIGHTS/ETHNIC ORGANIZATIONS 

American Civil Liberties Union 
Foundation 

ACLU of Monterey County 
American Jewish Committee 
American Jewish Congress 
American Jewish Congress Execu-

tive Committee 
American Jewish Congress of No. 

Calif. Division 
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai 

B'rith 
Anti-Defamation League, Nat'l 

Civil Rights Exec. Comm. 
Chinese American Citizens Al­

liance 
Chinese American Service League 
Jewish Community Council of 

Greater Washington, D.C. 
Jewish Community Relations Coun­

cil of Greater Eastern Bay 
Jewish Community Relations Coun­

cil of s. New Jersey 
Jewish Community Relations Coun­

cil of Greater Philadelphia 
Jewish Community Relations Coun­

cil of Seattle 
Jewish Community Relations Coun-

cil, National Advisory Bd. 
National Council of La Raza 
Pan American Nikkei Association 

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

American Bar Association 
American Federation of Teachers 
American Immigration Lawyers Assn 
American orthopsychiatric Assn. 
American Psychiatric Assn. 
American Public Health Assn.s 
Assn. of Asian American Educators 
California State Bar Association 
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PROFESSIONAL ORG.S (cont.} 

California Flower Cooperative 
California State Teachers Assoc. 
Civil Rights in Education Com-

mittee, State Council, CTA 
National Assoc. of Social 

Workers, Minority Issues Con­
ference 

National Education Association 
Peralta Federation of Teachers 
Philadelphia Fed. of Teachers 

LABOR ORGANIZATIONS 

AFL-CIO Executive Council 
AFL-CIO of Florida 
Calif. Labor Federation, AFL-CIO 
Calif. Labor Federation, Exec. 

Council, AFL-CIO 
Internat'l Brotherhood of Team­

sters; Chauffeurs, Ware­
housemen & Helpers of America 

Internat'l Brotherhood of Team­
sters; American Communica­
tions Assoc. · 

Internat'l Longshoremen's and 
Warehouse Union 

Federated ILWU Auxiliaries 1985 
Convention 

ILWU Auxiliaries 1986 Convention 
ILWU Calif. Auxiliaries #16 & 17 
ILWU Locals #6, a, 10, 12, 28, 

40, 50, 53, and 92 
ILWU Columbia River and No. 

California Dist. Councils 
Office and Professional Employees 

International Union, 1986 
Convention 

Office and Professional Em­
ployees, Local 29, AFL-CIO 

Service Employees International 
Union, Local 87, AFL-CIO 

VETERANS GROUPS 

34th Infantry Division Associa­
tion of Chicago 

34th Infantry Division Associa­
tion of Minneapolis 

503 Parachute RCT Association 
American Legion, Chicago Nisei 

Post 1183 



VETERANS GRPS (cont.) 

American Legion, 6th Dist. Coun­
cil, Dept. of Illinois 

American Legion, 66th Nat'l Con-
vention · · 

Jewish War Veterans of the USA 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, 

Americanism Com., Dept. of 
Calif., 64th Ann'l Conven­
tion 

Vet. of Foreign Wars, Dept. of CA 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, USA, 

85th Nat'l Convention 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Dept. 

of North Dakota 

CIVIC/CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Committee on Police & Fire, Ill. 
League of Women Voters, Salinas 
Northshore Kiwanis 
Salinas Bonsai Club 
Satsuma Bonsai Club 
Urban League of Portland 

RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS 

American Rabbinical Assn of the 
Union of Am. Hebrew Congr. 

American Friends Service Comm. 
American Baptist Churches, USA 
Asian American Baptists 
Buddhist Churches of America 
Buddhist Temple of Salinas 
Christ Church, Diocese of Calif. 
Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ}, General Board 
Church of Brethren, Gen. Board 
Congregation of Nevah Shalom 
Disciple of Christ, Gen. Board 
Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon 
Episcopal Church Center 
Episcopal Church, Exec. Council 
Episcopal Church, General Conven-

tion, Sept. 1985 
Episcopal Church (Trinity} Rec­

tor, Warden and Vestry 
Episcopal Asiamerica Strategies 

Task Force, Bay Area Convoc. 
Episcopal Diocese of Chicago, IL 

3 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Society 
Japanese Presbyterian Conference 

RELIGIOUS ORG.S (cont.} 
Lutheran Church in America, Comm. 

of Reference and Counsel 
Association of Evangelical 

Lutheran Churches 
Lutheran Church, Red River Valley 

Synod 
Presbyterian Churches: Lincoln 

Ave., & Parkview 
Presbyterian Church of USA, 1984 

General Assembly 
Presbyterian Synod of Alaska 
Presbytery of the Cascades 
Presbytery of Riverside 
Religious Society of Friends, San 

Francisco, Calif. 
Second United Unitarian Church 
United Church of Christ, 14th 

Gen. Synod 
United Methodist Church, Calif.­

Nevada Annual Conference 
United Methodist Church, Calif.­

Pacific Annual Conference 
United Methodist Church, 

Pacific/Southwest Conference 
United Methodist Church, National 

Federation of Asian American 
U. Methodist 1987 Convocation 

United Methodist Church, Board of 
Church and Society 

United Methodist Church, 1980 
General Conference 

United Methodist Church, USA 
General Assembly 

United Presbyterian Church 

MISC. ORGANIZATIONS 

Asian Pacific American Advocates 
of California 

as of July 24, 1987 
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MEMORANDUM FOR 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT : 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

MAR 2 8 1988 

HOWARD H. BAKER, JR. 

Thi s memorandum is to update you on the outlook for Senate 
action on legislation to provide restitution ($20,000 to each 
eligible individual) to persons of Japanese ancestry who were 
interned during World War II. 

On November 5, 1987, we sent you a decision memorandum (copy 
attached) to determine if we should adhere to our veto position 
on the legislation. You asked for this memo if the bill started 
to move - - it could come up on the Senate floor at any time. 

Legislat i ve Background 

s. 1009 (Matsunaga and 73 others) is almost identical to 
H.R. 442 (Foley and 150 others) - Both bills are currently 
pending in the Senate. (H.R. 442 passed the House on September 
17th by 243-141.) The Department of Justice testified against 
the bills in the House and Senate, and a Statement of 
Administration Polic {SAP) was sent to the House with senior 
advisers threatening a veto of H.R. 442. It is also attached. 
The veto threat was made at Justice's urging, and 0MB agreed 
because of the bill's potential cost of $1.2 billion and because 
o f the undesirable precedent the bill would establish. In light 
of the President's reported interest in this legislation, the 
previous decision memorandum and this one are to obtain 
confirmation of the position to be taken by the Administra~ion 
during Senate floor consideration. 

Outlook i n Senate 

S. 1009 was reported by the Senate Governmental Affairs 
Committee on October 20, 1987. Committee staff have advised 
informally that eight Republican Senators had placed a "hold" on 
the bill. It is not yet clear whether Senator Matsunaga has been 
successful in his attempts to have the "holds" removed, but the 



Committee staff indicate that Senator Wallop appears firm in his 
opposition to the legislation. 

s. 10-09 could reach the Senate floor shortly; it is 
currentiy listed as a possibility on the Senate schedule but no 
firm date has been set for consideration. 

Committee staff indicated earlier thats. 1009 may be 
filibustered, but a cloture vote would almost certainly be 
successful given the bill's 73 cosponsors. 

Conclusion 

We need guidance on the pending decision memorandum. Is it 
appropriate to send a S~P threatening veto of the legislation 
when it is considered on the Senate floor? 

Attachments 

c: Mr. Duberstein 
Mr. Kranowitz 
Mr . Wheeler 
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MEMORANDUM 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT,.,.,:, BUDGET 

WASHNOTON, D.C. 20503 

S NOV 1987 

STAFF HOWARD H. BAKER, JR. 

ler III 

ig, 
_.,. 

a ~ 1009 - Relocation of 
During World War II 

The Senate may soon considers. 1009 (Matsunaga and 74 
others) which is almost identical to H.R. 442 (Foley and 150 
others) as it passed the House on September 17th by 243-141. The 
Department of Justice testified against the bill in the House and 
Senate, and a Statement of Ad.ministration Policy (attached) was 
sent to the House threatening a v~to of H.R. 442 at Justice's 
request. 0MB agreed because of the potential cost of the bill. 

The purpose of this memo is to determine if we maintain our 
veto position, as Justice desires, when the Senate considers the 
legislation. 

Background 

The 1948 American-Japanese Evacuation Claims Act provided a 
comprehensive remedy for persons of Japanese ancestry who were 
interned during World War II. over $37 million (1958 dollars) 
was paid out under the Act in settlement of 26,568 claims. In 
1976, President Ford formally recognized that the evacuation and 
internment were mistakes and repealed the 1942 Executive order 
that authorized them. 

Provisions of Legislation 

H.R. 442 would provide restitution ($20,000 to each 
eligible individual from a fund that is authorized at $1.25 
billion) to persons of Japanese ancestry who were interned during 
World War II. s. 1009 would provide a $1.3 billion fund. It is 
estimated that 60,000 Japanese-Americans would be eligible to 
apply for these payments (60,000 applicants at $20,000 each= 
$1.2 billion). Appropriated amounts not spent for reparations 
would be available for research and educational activities 
related to the internment. Both bills would also request that 
the Attorney General review certain criminal convictions of such 
interned persons and submit pardon recommendations to the 
Presldent. 



s. 1009 would also authorize appropriations of "such sums as 
are necessary" for reparations to persons from the Alaskan 
Aleutian Islands who were relocated during World War II ($12,000 
for each ·eligible Aleut), and would authorize approximately $21.4 
million to restore churches damaged in Aleut villages and for 
other hardships sustained during World War II. 

Administration Position 

The Administration threatened a veto of H.R. 442 ands. 1009 
for the following reasons: 

.. o Persons of Japanese ancestry have already been reasonably 
compensated for the hardships caused by their internment 
during World War II. 

o The compensation recipients would include survivors of the 
estimated 20,000 Japanese-Americans who requested 
repatriation or expatriation to Japan during the 
internment period. 

o The bill could cost $1.25 billion or more in FY 1989. 

o The bill could establish a bad precedent for other groups 
who feel that they have suffered injustices. 

o The pardon provisions are unnecessary, as the Federal 
Government has already offered to vacate the convictions 
of persons of Japanese ancestry who violated wartime 
restrictions. 

In addition, with respect to s. 1009, the benefits provided 
to the Aleuts are unjustified because the wartime hardships 
incurred by these people resulted from proper actions (i.e., 
removal from a war zone). 

Decision 

Maintain Firm Veto Position. Given the reasons for the 
Administration's position to date, continue to oppose the bill 
because it is unacceptable both on policy and budgetary grounds. 

Yes No ----

-2-



,· 

Work for Compromise. Given the strong bi-partisan support 
for this bill, the Administration could signal opposition or veto 
but work to get the legislation amended to set a lower, more 
acceptable restitution amount and a lower appropriation 
authorization. (Note: an amendment to delete the authorization 
from H.R. 442 was defeated in the House by a vote of 162-237.) 

Yes No --- -----
Change Position and Do Not Object to Bill. In light of 

strong bi-partisan support for bill, remove the veto threat and 
do not object to bill. 

Yes No --- -----
Attachment 



.. 
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ST A TEMENT· OF 
ADMINISTRATION 
POLICY 

September 10, 1987 
(House) 

R.R. 442 - Civil Liberties Act of 1987 
(Foley (0) Washington and 166 others) 

The administration opposes R.R. 442, and the President'• senior 
advisers will recommend that the President veto the bill, should 
it be presented to hi.JD. 

The United States has already acknowledged the unjustified 
personal hardships caused by the internment program undertaken as 
part of our national defense effort during World War II. In 
enacting the American-Japanese Evacuation Claims Act in 1948, 
~ongress established a comprehensive and reasonable program of 
restitution for injuries brought upon persons of Japanese 
ancestry who were interned. Further payments -- especially those 
authorized by aection 7 of R.R. 442, which would be in excess of 
$1 billion -- are not warranted. 

H.R. 442 i• also objectionable because it would inappropriately 
permit persons of Japanese ancestry who requested repatriation or 
expatriation to Japan during the internment period to receive 
compensation. Other objectionable -provisions of H.R. 442 
include: 

-- aection 4, concerning pardons for certain criminal 
convictions, because the Federal Government has already 
offered to vacate the convictions of persons of Japanese 
ancestry who violated wartime restrictions; and 

-- section 5, concerning agency review of applications for 
restitution for damages resulting from discriminatory acts 
during the internment period, because it is vaguely worded 
and its effect is uncertain. 

• • • • • 




