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To: Honorable Donald Regan, Chief of Staff
The White House, United States of America
From: Gene L. Takanmine, Esg. ana Grant Ujifusa

In Re: HR 442--Redress Bill for Japanese Americans
POSITION PAPER

It has recently come to light that the Justice Department
has issued a position paper on House of Representatives Bill
HR442. In recommending opposition to the Bill,the Justice
Department will attend a committee nearing con the bill in the
House that is to take place on April 2&,1986 and present this
position. This will in effect put the White House on recorad as
opposing the bill.

We as members of the Japanese American Community ana as
members of the Republican Party request that Justice Department be
made to Tay aside its position paper and intent to testify at tne
hearing.

The position taken by the Justice Department shows a complete
lack of sensitivity to the Japanese American Community
specifically and to all Asian Americans as a whole. The issue of
the internment of Japanese American Citizens into Concentration
style camps is an overwhelming case on its merits ana is & black
mark on the history of the United States.

In an election year whiere the Republican party has long tried
to cultivate political support in the Asian Community,this stand
will give the wrong signal. When the growing Asian Republican
support in California can nean a crucial balance of power in tne
west, this position will only tell Asians whose basic values are
Republican sucn as hard work, entrepreneurial effort, family and
pro business that the Republican Administration would repay their
support with insensitivity. Why open Pandora's box? The Japanese
Citizens League has 20,000 California members alone. wny alienate
a group so carefully cultivatea by the party by a position that is
not necessary at this time?

The person at Justice Department in charge is Richard
Willard, the Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division.

We only ask that the White House not take a position and
leave resolution of the matter to a full airing of the facts and a
fair debate at the proper time.

Gene L. Takamine, Esq. Grant Ujifusa
Treasurer of Japanese American Legislative Strategist
Americans Citizens | gue

Copy: Edward Meese, Attorney General
Robert Dule, Senator of United States of America
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