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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 19, 1988 

/ 

Dear Mr. Ewald: 

On behalf of Howard Baker, Chief of Staff to the President, thank 
you for your correspondence of May 9 concerning the Civil 
Liberties Act (H.R. 442 and S.1009), which addresses the 
internment of Japanese Americans during World War II. 

The letter has been forwarded to the appropriate White House 
personnel where it will be given every consideration. Your views 
and those of the Lutheran Office of Governmental Affiars are 
appreciated. 

Elwyn Ewald 
Director 

Sincerely, 

Rebecca Range 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

Director, Office of Public Liaison 

Lutheran Office for Governmental Affiars 
122 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 22 , 1988 

Dear Mr . Pillai: 

I appreciate your sharing with me the views of the Asian and 
Pacific Civil Rights Alliance concerning the internment of 
Japanese Americans during World War II. 

The President agrees with you that the treatment accorded to 
Americans of Japanese descent during that period of our history 
was unwarranted . However, the United States has already acknowl
edges the unjustified personal hardships caused by the internment 
program. In enacting the American-Japanese Evacuation Claims Act 
in 1948, Congress established a comprehensive program of restitu
tion for injuries brought upon persons of Japanese ancestry who 
were interned. 

It is now time to move on. One generation of Japanese Americans 
has already been hurt by government policy, let us not make a 
similar mistake for the nest generation. 

Again, thank you for writing as you did. 

Sincerely, 

Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to the President 

Mr. Jan Pillai 
Chairman, Asian and Pacific 

Americans Civil Rights Alliance 
Post Office Box 1192 
Washington, D.C . 20013 
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U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission 

{ Office of the Chairman 

KEN MASUGI, Ph.D. 

J 

Special Assistant to 
Chairman Clarence Thomas 

2401 E Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20507 

(202) 634-6700 
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March 4 

Mr. Rudy Beserra 
White House 

Dear Rudy, 

Just a brief addendum to my note of yesterday on redress. The 
Lungren vote really forces the White House to veto redress 
legislation. If the demagoguery of redress proponents is not 
challenged, it will mean their ascendancy to official spokesmen, 
as Jesse Jackson is for blacks. And these extremists are every 
bit as bad as Jackson. Caving in to them now will mean certain 
Republican losses in the long run. You cannot allow the militant 
pro-redress people to ride high on this one. 

Good luck in your efforts. Let me know if I can be of help. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Ken Masugi 



inal conviction was sustained by 
that court. 

Yasui's Death 
Upon Yasui's death on ov. 12, 

1986, the U.S. government moved to 
dismiss this case on the grounds that 
the petitioner was dead, rendering 
the case mool This reasoning was 
accepted by the U.S. Ninth Circuit 
Court, and the case was dismissed. 
However, Yasui's legal team then 
petitioned the U.S. Supreme Court 
for a writ of certiorari. This was de
nied on Ocl 5, 1007. A petition for a 
rehearing of the original writ <f cer
tiorari, on the basis of more newly 
discovered and relevant evidence, 
was submitted to the U.S. Supreme 

Minoru Yasui .• , 

Court by Y asui's attorney, Peggy 
Nagae Lum, on Ocl ~ . 1007. This 
was denied on Nov. ~. 1007. 

) All remedial appeals have been 
exhausted It appears that the case 
of Minoru Yasui vs. the United 
States is finally closed. 
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March 3 

Rudy, 

I'm sorry this is all I could come up with. Note that this 
list does not specify anything about the current redress bill. 
It only notes organizations which have "called on Congress to 
take action," whatever that means. Many of the organizations in 
the Leadership Conference for Civil Rights support redress. 

Some of the Asian-American organizations I can think of 
include: Chinese for Affirmative Action, something called 
Organization of Chinese Americans, Japanese American Citizens 
League, and several other organizations, whose membership 
overlaps with all these others. I don't have my files on these 
here at the office. Let me know if I can be of further 
assistance. 

Sin~ , 

en Masugi 
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Quiet Minority 
Shifts Tactics 
In California 
Appointee Battle Reflects 
Asian-Americans' Powe,-

By Jay Mathews 
Wuhinst011 POil Staff Wric« 

SACRAMENTO-When California Gov. 
George Deukmejian (R) named Rep, Daniel 
E. Lungren (R-Calif. ) last fall to fill the vacant 
state treasurer's post, fe w people here had 
heard of Donald Tamaki, Henry Der, John 
Ota or Hoyt Zia, and fewer predicted that 
Lungren would have confirmation problems. 

Yet Lungren, a conservative from Long 
Beach, is in a pitched battle for the job, al
most solely because of the efforts of Ta
maki, Der, Ota, Zia and dozens of other As
ian-American political activists. 

In the last few months, they have revo
lutionized the political image of what once 
was California's quietest minority. 

The sudden emergence of Asilm-Amer
ican influence in the Lungren controversy is 
the most obvious of several signs of grow
ing political clout for a minority with only 7 
percent of the state's population but dispro
portionate numbers of its college students, 
scientists, engineers and successful busi
ness men and women. 

Tamaki, a Sao Francisco attorney, ac
knowledged that, in November, Lungreo's 
prospective ascension to the job left vacant 
by the death of Jesse Unruh "was basically 
seen as a slam dunk." 

Last week, however, Lungren lost a key 
state Senate committee vote, and he is 
thought to have no more than a 50-50 chance 
today of winning the required majority votes 
in each house of the state legislature. 

Wealthy Asian Americans, distressed by 
Luogreo's outspoken opposition to repara
tions for Japanese Americans interned dur
ing World War II, have lobbied against his 
confirmation, a rare move for persons who 
usually ask little more than a favorable at
titude toward business among politicians 
they generously support with contributions. 

The activists have flooded other civil 
rights and interest groups with detailed ac
counts of Lungren's voting record on de
fense, the environment and women's issues, 
giving the opposition a base much wider 
than the repuations issue. 

"lo the future, I don't think politicians are 
going to take the Asian -American commu
nity as lightly as Lungren did," said Rep. 
Robert T. Matsui (D-Calif.), who violated an 
unwritten rule of congressional collegialit y 
in publicly opposing a fellow member of the 
California delegation. 

Lungren , interviewed Tuesday afte r a 10· 
to-9 Assembly committee v01e in his favor , 

REP. ROBERT T. MATSUI 
... during emotional hearing on reparations 

said the rising influence of. Asian Americans 
is clear "to anyone who knows anything about 
California polit ics." Despite critics of his op
position to reparations, he said he has many 
strong supporters in the Asian-American 
community, particularly among Indochinese 
immigrants in his district. 

Deukmejian's press secretary, Kevin 
Brett, noted that Lungren served two years 
on a congressional commission studying the 
reparations issue and has supported a public 
apology and a $50 million educational pro
gram to heal relocation wounds. Brett said 
Deukmejian feels that objections to Lungren 
come mostly from highly partisan Democrats 
and that his support elsewhere in the Asian
American community is strong. 

The state legislature has no member 
Asian ancestry, and only two ethnic A 
from California, Matsui and Rep. Nor 
Mioeta (D), serve in Congress. 

Asian-American candidates in both 
ties have launched early campaigns to , · 
congressional primaries. Former Monterey 
Park mayor Lily Lee Chen is challenging 
Rep. Matthew G. Martinez (D), and real 
estate developer Sang R. Korman is chal
lenging Rep. Elton Gallegly (R). 

Chen, born in China, and Korman, born in 
Korea, speak accented English, a sign of the 
growing involvement of immigrants at a 
time when people from Korea, the Philip
pines, Hong Kong, Taiwan and China are 
pouring into the state. Unlike most other 
immigrant groups in the nation's history, 
many Asians arrive with college degrees 
and financial resources that quickly make 
them professional and business leaders. 

Contributions from the Asian community 
have been important in the election victo
ries of Los Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley. To 
ensure that complaints receive quick atten
tion, he employs one liaison official for each 
of the major Asian communities- Chinese. 
Korean , Filipino and Japanese. 

Fred Macfarlane , Bradley's press sec• 
retary, said the mayor·s Asian-American 
constituents are distinguished by "their will
ingness to make a lot of sacrifices and put 
forth a lot of effort to ensure their financial 
security and educate their children." 
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REP. DANIEL E. LUNGREN 
... fighta for confirmation u elate treasurer 

Maeley Tom, who with Georgette lmura 
handles Asian-American affairs for state 
Senate President David Roberti, receotlv 
listed several developments highlighting 
this new political clout: 
■ Three Democratic presidential hopefuls 
attended a meeting of Asian and Pacific 
American Democrats, and two promised 
appointments of Asian Americans. 
■ Asian political groups began to collect 
pledges and commitments for unity on sup
porting one presidential candidate. 
■ The first Asian American was a ioted 
to the E ual 
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Tamaki said the effort began with about 

two dozen persons in San Francisco, Los 
Angeles and Sacramento who had wafrhed 
with mounting anger as Lungren attacked 
the reparations bill. Lungren said having 
Japanese Americans put a monetary value 
on their wartime sufferings was demeaning. 
"It is a regrettable commentary on society 
when everything has to be translated into 
the coin of the realm," he said. 

The Supreme Court decision legalizing 
the relocations led a generation of Asian 
Americans to conclude that "to get along 
and survive, you keep your mouth shut and 
don't make waves." Tamaki said. · 

Born after the war, Tamaki said he saw 
this atti tude in his family arid blames it for 
the slow development of political activism ,n 
the Asian-American community. 

Accord ing to William Wong, assistant 
managin g editor of The Tribune in Oakland. 
no matter how the Lungren vote turns out, 
"it will be difficult fo r the Californ ia poli t1cal 
community to ignore the potential and the 
ski lls oi Asian-A merican political acti\'isr, ." 
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M111lil)i1t!II011, ID«: 20515 

Dear Colleague, 

Soon the House will consider H.R. 442, the Civil Liberties 
Act of 1987. During World War II, the federal government, 
without due process, incarcerated 120,000 Americans of 
Japanese ancestry. For no reason other than their ancestry and 
heritage, loyal · Americans were made to suffer, losing property, 
finances, and, tragically, their freedom. By order of the 
government of the United States of America, the Constitution and 
its protections were denied to 120,000 Americans. No greater 
wrong can be committed by this nation than to suspend the 
Constitution, even momentarily. And, now, only the nation as a 
whole can adequately redress past wrongs. 

Listed below are a few of the many organizations, churches 
and legislative bodies which have recognized the injustice of the 
evacuation and internment of the Americans of Japanese ancestry 
and have called on Congress to take action, 

United Methodist Church 
Lutheran Church in America 
American Baptist Churches 
Episcopal Church 
United Presbyterian Church 
La Raza 
City Council, New York City 
City Council, Chicago 
City Council, Portland 
National Education Assoc. 
American Bar Assoc. 

AFL-CIO 
Anti-Defamation League of 

B'nai B'rith 
American Civil Liberties 

Foundation 
Wisconsin State Legislature 
Oregon State Legislature 
California State Legislature 
Minnesota State Legislature 
International Longshoremen 

& Warehousemen's Union 

Many organizations and elected officials preceded the United 
States Congress in formally offering an apology to Americans of 
Japanese ancestry for all that has been endured. Now, it is 
up to the Congress to speak for the entire nation by approving 
H.R. 442, including an apology as well as reparations for those 
who were interned. 

Like so many national organizations and elective bodies, we 
urge your support for this legislation. 

~~ 
Frank Hor on 



r 

Curt Weldon 
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on·_Passage of Redress,:·'.-:.:~ 1 

Bill ·see1i Th1s;/Y ear t7~fl?{l., 
- '\.. · - ~c,fei "Ol1tt .-.1:1 • ·-, • 1/"t.r Q -

By Grayce Uyehara - erauon o'fS. l(n) appears to be ap-
.· WASHINGTON _ - During the proaching atlast However, it is still 

months of December and January, important for supporters of S. l(n) 
JACL-LEC _lobbying wdrk has con- throughout the country to continue 
tinued , in Washington , Grant contactlng_their senators and their 
Ujifusa, legislative strategy · chair, .. friends in the administration to urge 
reports that after a series .of meet- them to support the bill" ! . - -

itlzen Photo By Harry Honda ' ings at the Office 'of Management .. ' . '' ; . . 
- history stands In front and-Budget, the Department of Jus-· • Overriding a Veto 
-tional JACL president, • tice and the White House, consider' _ In the event redress legislation is -
._:co president; Henry able progress is being made to win . not.signed into law by the president, 
Nlshlzu, · r_epresenting the support of the' president for re- a careful review of the votes in both 
;S

tart In \JAC~ In 1966
- dress legislation Ujifusa said, "Al- houses will be-done by the JACL-

;story, pointed put.the though I cannot get into detail, i am LEC staff With the strong support 
1tion have been mov- more than cautiously ·. 9ptimistic . _ of the House leadership, Speaker,: 

iership ladder in abo_uta favorable outcome with the , - Jim ·. Wright (D-Texas), Majority 
presidents since one remaining vote we need in the , Leader Tom Foley(D-Wash.) Major-
lSei White House," · , • ·• , .'., -,, ity Whip Tony Coelho (D-Cafil) and '-0 • 

'am Dohi of the l.eUer's Position Unde; Revie~ ·', . Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass.), who 
, rian Church ~ . ., . · ,- steered HR 442 through the House; 

n Some ~50- Ujifusa went on to say that the Congress ~ay be_abl~ ,!O o".errjde 
attended, m- orm letter that was sent from·the . the veto.,YE·.::,, ~-)·.\ •,- · ;_ .·-

'te House in response to letters - 'Ifthe'votionS.1(n)aildsupc1ose.· .-
. the president states the adminis- to 76:CMponsors on this bill,:lhe-· . 
. r lion's opposition to the bill The:, override .v~to will be easier in the · ~ ., 
" ponse should-not, in any way, M--· Senate. Congress ,may _override a 

taken at face value. ... · · · .. -•~ : ~ 'veto by two-thirds 'JfiajO'rity' vote in '.•: , 
__ ': He added, 'The contents of that"- ·- both houses and the bill becomes · • • 
·_ · letter.do-not.re~nt the final posi law :without :the.pre,sident'ui~--- -
··_ tio,f'of'ih'e a m1n1stra6ottaixhvas · fure.· ·, .• :·"'' -:'•- · '7•·· ·- -·-:--::---. 
. ,··a1reacly'old news-last spring when~ ... In the Ho~. 218 members must 

the responses were being sent from be present for a quorum and two
. the Deparµne'nt of Justice. The pos-; . · thirds of those present must over0 

· ition in the~ponse letter is under _-'. ride the veto, while the Senate re
review and being reconsidered." ·;..::_: quires 51 for a quorum and a two
: "Mo~ver,". Ujifusasaid, ''ma~ '.·: thirds YOU; ofthose,p~enl. -
· · portant conservatives in the ad:~ Sen Matsunaga and the Senate 

. 'sttation, some may think as au:: ~ leadership are trying to get S. l(n)" 
matically against redress, are, in-- to a vote in February, The following 

act, supporting lls within the White· week the Senate will not be in ses-
m ·oannemeyer,! ouse. So, to the extent that the sion as they experiment with their 
, , •.•.:'. ••·•• , ; , ue remains defmed-as non-part!- n·e\\' schedule for the second ses- ' 

aries from neighbor- an, ·to ' that extent redress is ad- · sion The Senate will not be in ses-
apters and Aken\i Mi- anced. We should, without fmding . sion one week each month, but will 

dent of : the newly-or• e letters as partisan of the left or convene for a full week the rest of 
nge County Japanese -~t, continue to write to the White _ the month. The House schedule will 

Assn -The dinner was - ouse and redouble our efforts." be as before. 
ena Park Hotel, adjacent · .;'The issue _comes, down to one Early v te s. 1009 u ed 
Berry Fann. _ · ·. J vote and we feel that we just may . 0 on rg . -

· have that vote," added Ujifusa. Uyehara has been asked by the _ 
-------- Grayce . Uyehara, _ JACL-LEC Aleut and Pribiloff Island Corpora-

executive -director, added, "Since lions and their attorney in Washing
politics is the art of the possible, we - ton to meet with them this week to 
should not begin .to feel that the~ discuss the redress legislation Six :. · 
issue has been settled completely in. members of both corporations are -

s." _ . our fa\icir. · in towri to meet with Sens. Ted Ste-
3828 would also ensure that 'This' caveat is necessary as other vens arid Frank Murkowski (both R- ~ 

information gathered for the -events may take over.'Redress sup,' Alaska). Theyalsowanttomeetwith 
Census be made available.to porters who feel the White House -. Sen ·Matsunaga to urge him to get 

e .public in a timely-manner. The response letter is·a setback.need to . . S. l(n)to a vote as soon as possible 1, -

gislation req·uires the bureau to . hear that at this time, the important John Kirkland, attorney for the ' . . 
ake its . findings available ,"not- · work goes on, one-to-one and face- _. Alaskans, stated that-he thinks 1h~ -r ~~ .~ 

aterthan December31·ofthe first to-face.'l,_ ·· . :. '· · redress bill should be_ completed •_.~ _v .-

year. beginning after the, year in · _ , · ,._ . . . . early in this session since other,·- t'- :: . 
which a census is taken"- · · )tl~tings Scheduled - · : major issues such as the INF treaty, -~ ,'.: -

-.,~- Mat,sui said his legislation has al: - Now that Congress is back to start ·.· contra aid and , the Kennedy ap, .'"". • 
, -ready · gained bipartisan .support the second session of the 100th Con- . pointment to the· Supreme Court,. • 

and that he expects, wide'co-spon- gress, Uyehara is scheduling meet- · along with the budget process and · ' 
sorship of the bill'He said hearings · • ings·, with the Nikkei members of :. the presidential and general elec- · 
on the · 1990 Census questionnaire · Congress to share information from _ lions may delay its progres!· . · _._...;-;. _ 
willbeheldin_Aprilbythe~nsus the ·.receJ!Llobbying , efforts in , "' WritingtothePresiderit ·
and Population . Subcommittee;,· Washington -and to review strategy: · · , , , . . . • -· 
chaired by Rep, Mervyn M. Dymally "Consultation !It this time is impor- . -' Since there 'is a 'gooiCpossibi!jty -
(D-Calif.). . ..::- • "_ •• 7 ·, .:'- - -. , , tant in · identifying any . problem . S. l(n) will be voted by the Senate . . 

Original co-sponsors of the bill in-.> areas ahead of time. , · · · during the first week of February;_ ., 
, elude U.S. Reps. Daniel Akaka (D- • Uyehara;inhercontactthisweek : itisrecommendedbytheJACL-LEC · 

·nued, .. Hawaii), Barbara Boxer. (D-Cailf.), · with Sen Spark Matsunaga'.s (D-" · that all Jhe~chapters\ and 'redress -·_-. 
ly on Mervyn Dymally (D-Cali£), Don Ed- · Hawaii) office, asked about the pre- , supporters,;start the. letter. writing ~. 
pro- _· wards (D-Calif.), Mike· uiwry (D- sent status. of S. l(n) and received _ campaign ·to the president as soon. 

s Ad- Wash.), Norman Mineta (D-Calif.), . 'the following statement from the - as S. l(n) passes. It is not expected 
n and 'Chip Pashayan (R-Calif.), Nancy · senator: •· • · ·for the -.conference , committee to 

for the Pelosi_ (D-Calif.),and Patricta ·Saiki · i · - : ·· . :-.. spend ·too•much time workirtg out 
that a (R-Hawaii). , ·' .,,.,, • ,. . '.ThelongawaitedSenateconsid; ·-· thedifferencesontherelatedbills. .. 

•• •.• • <~A"::i'.'ii'' • ·· _••:-•:C:://\}fI7;\1'{}., :a · ... 
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_ LEC. Board: Redress 'Looks Good' 
By George Johnston ganized · anti-redress media cam
SAN FRANCISCO - Good weather paign intent · on discrediting J apa
and good news greeted members of nese American redress efforts. 
the JACL Legislative Education The campaign, which Uyehara . 
Committee (LEC) Board of Direc- called "distortions," includes mail-

. tors. The fair weather experienced outs sent to U.S. senators and repre
at the Feb. 12 meeting-sunny, no sentatives and is apparently encour
clouds and uriseasonablywarm tern- aged on whenever there is mass 

. peratureSo-Could be a cautious har- media attention on redress prog
binger for the future success of re- ress. 
dress legislation. "You have to be. · Meanwhile, in a letter distributed 
very careful when you make state- · to the 100 members of the Senate, 
ments like this," said LEC Legisla- JAClrLEC · members Uyehara, 

· tive Strategy Chair Grant _ Ujifusa, Enomoto and Ujifusa reemphasized 
.- ''but I think .it looks pretty good." . the importance of the redress legis

. , ~The . Senate looks very good," lation. A letter on l>ehalf of Nisei 
Ujifusa continued. "I think the ad- veterans signed by Mike Masaoka 

,: , ministration is going . to . be okay. has been mailed out, as have letters 
, · We'r~ pro,bably iriside the 20 yard in favor of redress from civil rights 
· ,line if you want to think about it in -and religious coalitions . · 
· . football terms_ .. . but life is uncer- _,. ,; .Republican Nikkei Vital 

·- tain and w~ could fumble or be in- ;; ·J\ccorqing to Ujifusa, the most im
, tercepted at any point But,· we're portant people for redress in the 

;; getting there."·· Nikk.ei cc;>mnitinity are "Republican 
·. , ·. Redress Foes and conservative Nikkei" since they 

- .. One. of the potential causes .of a . are able·, to counteract the perceP.
:·: "'fumble" or "interception" could · tion . that the. redress 'movement is' 
· ·come from redress opponents (see ..- . controlled the "radical Asian left" 

rel~ted article by JAClrLEC Chair Republican Nikkei should, accord
~· Jew':E~omoto on page 5). Accord- . ing'to Ujifusa, "Work through per

ingtoJAClrLECExecutiveDirector sonal contacts and the state party 
.~ Grayce I Uyehara, there is an or- structu,re to make their feelings 

I ' ~ ' _. ' • , \ 

known." 
In addition to noting the impor

tance of Republican Nikkei, discus
sion also touched upon the upcom
ing JACL National Convention in 
Seattle and the possibility of a rec-, 
ognition of principle movers of re
dress legislation or a separate event 
in Washington, D.C., both dependent 
upon the successful passage of re
dress. The objective of such an event 

. would be to recognize not only the 
persons in Congress who helped in 
redress, but the "behind the scenes" 
people as well. · 

Motions 
Cherry Kinoshita, who was recom

mended by the JACL National 
Board, was unanimously approved 
as a JAClrLEC Board member fol
lowing a motion by Mollie Fujioka, 
which was seconded by Mae Taka
hashi. Jim Tsujimura moved that 
JACL-LEC officers be retained; it 
was seconded by Peggy Liggett and 
approved unanimously. Mae Taka
hashi was 'reappointed as JAClr 

· LEC fundraising chair following a 
motion by -,Gene Takamine, sec
onded by Jerry Enomoto. Mae Taka
hashi move9- that a committee con-

' "' 'I. 

i.~, Continued on page 8 
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sisting of Grayce Uyehara, Cherry 
Kinoshita, Grant Ujifusa (chair), 
Peggy Liggett and Gene Takamine 
be formed to investigate persons to 
honor who were instrumental in re
dress legislation, with a timetable 
at the discretion of the chair. It was 
seconded by Liggett and passed 
unanimously. 

Other matters discussed were fu
ture fundraising for JACL-LEC, the 
continued contact between JACL
LEC and the Aleut and Pribiloff Is
land groups, the status quo of re
dress history and Japanese Cana
dian redress progress. Those pre
sent at the meeting were Grayce 
Uyehara, Grant Ujifusa, Mollie Fu
jioka, Mae Takahashi, Peggy Liggett, 
Gary Glenn, Cressey Nakagawa, Jim 
Tsujimura, Harry Kajihara, Hank 
Tanaka, Gerie Takamine, Arthur 
Morimitsu, Denny Yasuhara, Jerry 
Enomoto and Shig Wakamatsu . 

- .: ,,, '.))A··~f th~IJI~lllliunr Nominations Open ;~1~~ ~!~;~~~:::~~~ ;~~m~p~ri :i!~il!t~al:~:~:~~M:::::::ki::ay 
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, ._ 
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Aj,pqiri. ·ee ·Battle Reflects 
· Asian Americans' Power 

~ · · · B Jn Math w! , ~ 
S!4(fWdle{ 

• ¾CRAMEtfl' -When California Gov. 
Georg Ueukm jian (R) named Rep. Daniel 

. E. Lungren (R.Calif.) last fall to fill the vacant 

. state treasurer's ,POst, f w people here had 
heard of DooaJd Tam.'lki, H{lnry Der, John 
Ota or Hoyt tia, and f wer predicted Uu!t 
Lungren w uld have confirmati n problems. 

Yet Lungwn, a conservative from LQng 
Beach, is in a pitched battle for the job, al• 
mo solely because of the efforts or Ta
maki, De(, Ota, Zia and do;ens of other As• 
ian-Amedcan political activists. 

lo the last 1'. w months, th y hav . revo
lutionized e political image <lf what once 
was Califomia•s quietest minority. , 

The sudd n emergence of Asian-Amer
ican influence in the Lungren controversy is 
the most obvious of several signs of grow• 
ing political clout for a minority with only 7 
per~nt of the state' population bu dispro
po tionate numb rs of its ~ollege students, 
scienti&~. engineers and successful busi
ness men and women. 

Tamakit a San Francisco attorney, ac• 
knowledged that, in November, Lungren' 
pros~tive ascension to the job left vacant 
by the d th of Je..-.se Unruh "was basically 
seen as a lam dunk," . . 

Last w ek, ho~ver, Lungren lost a key 
· state Senate mmittee vote, and he is 

thought to have o more than a 5~50 chance 
today of winning the required majority votes 
in each house o the state legislature. 

. W · lthy A~n Americ.1ns, distressed by 
Lungren's -o I PQk n -opposition to repara• 
tions fot Japane Americans 1nterned dur
jng W9rld War JI, have lobbied against his 
confirmation, a rare move for persons who 
U$Ually ask little more than a favorable at• 
titude to~rd businesa among politicians 
they generously support with contributions. 

The activists have flooded other civil · 
rights and ioter t groups_ wi~h detailed ac
co~~ts of Lu~gren's voting record on de• 
tense, the environment and women's issues. 
giving the opPQsition a base much wider 
than the reparati issue · 

· tn ttl ~ future. l don't think politicinn are 
ing to tak the A ian-Americnn commu

nity as lightly as Lunjren did," said Rep. 
Robeif T. Matsaj. (0.Calif.}, who violated an 
unwritten rule of congression~I collegialjty 
·n-publlcl.Y: opposing a fellow member of the 
Cajjf9ll)ianelegn ion. · ~. 

ung.ren m erviewed 1'ues y af er a 1o.; 
to-9 Assembly commi~tee vote in hi favor~ 

... durlng emotional earing on reparations I 

said the rising influence of Asi11n Americans 
is clear "to anyone who knows anything about 
Ciilifornia politics," Despite critics of his op
position to repiirations, he s11id he has many 
strong supporters in the Asian-American 
community, particularly among Indochinese 
immigrants in his district. 

Deukmejian's press secretary, Kevin 
Brett, noted that Lungren served two years 
on a congres. 1onal commission studying the 
reparations issue and has supported a public 
apology and a $50 million educational pro• 
gr;lm to heal relociition wounds. Brett siiid 
Deukmejian feels that objections to Lungren 
om mo.~tly from highly partisnn Democrat 

and that his support elsewhere in the Asian• . 
American community is strong. 

The state legislature has no members of 
Asian ancestry,. iind only two ethnic Asians 
from California, Matsui and Rep. Normiin Y. 
Mineta (D), serve in Congre s. 

Asian-American candidates in both par
ti~s h,we launched early campaigns to win 
co,ng~ssional primaries. Former Monterey 
Park mayor Lily Lee Chen is chall nging 
Rep. Matthew G. Martinez (D), and real 
estate developer Sang R. Korm;m i chal• 
lenging Rep. Elton G;illegly (R). 

Chen, born in Chin, , and Korman, born in 
Koren, $peak ace nted English, a sign of the 
growing involvement of immigrants at a 
time when people from Korea. the Philip· 
pines, Hong Kong: Taiwan .ind China are 
pouring into the sti\te. Unlike most other 
immigrant groups in tbe nation's history, 
many Asians arrive with college degrees 
and financial re ources thnt quickly make 
them p(Ofessional and usiness leaders. 

Contributions from the Asian community 
have been important in the election victo
ries of Los Angele Mayor Tom Bradley. To 
ensure that complaints receive quick atten
tion, he employs one liaison official for each 
of the major Asian communities-Chinese, 
Korean, Filipino and Japanese. 

Fred MacFarlane, Bradley's press sec• 
· retary, said the mayor_'s A~ic1n•American 
consti\ ents are distinguished QY "their will• 
ingness t make n I . o !\.cl<' , ·c. . .t-'l' n, ~ 
forth a lot of effort to ensure their financial 
security and educate lheir children.'' 

Tm:.WASIIINCTON Post 

· REP. DANIELE. LUNGREN 
... lights tor confirmation s slate treasurer 

/ 
Mael~y Tom, who with Georgette lmura 

handles , Asian-American affairs for tate 
Senate .President David Roberti, recently 
listed several developments highlighting 
this new political clout: 
■ Three Democratic presidential hopefuls 
attended a meeting of Asian and Pacific 
American Democrats, and two promised 
appointments of Asian Americans. 
■ Asian political groups began to collect 
pledges and commitments for unity on sup
porting one presidential candidate. · 
• The fir t Asian merican was appointed 
to the Equal Employ ent Op · rtuni y 
Commissioll. 

The activists' ranks are diverse. Tamaki 
is former executive director of the Asian 
Law Caucus, Der is executive director of 
Chinese for Affirmative Action, Ota repre
sents the National Coalition for Redress and 
Reparations and Zia is president of the As
ian Pacific Bar Association. 

A sign of their potential, many of the ac
tivists have said, is the problems they have 
caused for Lungren. 

Tamakl said the effort began with about 
two dozen persons in San Francisco, Los 
Angeles and Sacramento who had watched 
with mounting ;mger as Lungren attacked 
the reparations bill. Lungren said having 
Japanese Americans put a monetary value 
on their wartime sufferings was de.meaning. 
"It is a regrettable commentary on society 
when everything has to be tran lated into 
the coin of the realm," he said. 

, The Supreme Court decision legalizing 
the relocations led a generation of Asian 
Americans to conclude that "to get along 
and survive, you keep your mouth shut and 
don't make waves," Tamaki said. 

Born after the wat, Tarnaki said h saw 
this attitude in his family and blame.s it for 
the slow development of political activism in 
the Asian-American community. 
, According to William Wong, as ista11t 
managing editor of The Tribune in Oaldaud, 
no platter how the Lungren vote turos out. 
"it w· I be diffkuLt for-t-r.c <::a!ifc..."'lUa- p· litic.!lj 
community to ignore the potential and the 
skills of Asian-American political actj,vist • " 




