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Aspen Institute Seminar

An important aspect of US presence in Berlin is to support
future development of the city. Our role as protecting power
could seem increasingly archaic to many Berliners if it is
limited to providing military security. As an isolated city,
Berlin must be tied to a larger Western world. 1In the first
instance, the Federal Republic of Germany is West Berlin's
lifeline to the West, but the United States runs a close second.
Berliners look to America for leadership, for ideals and for
assistance in keeping pace with economic and technological
developments in the Western world.

Traditionally, this aspect of the American presence has

been focused on three main areas: a) American industrial invest-
ment in the city; b) American cultural presence in the city; and
c) visits by senior American officials to Berlin. Each of these
activities has helped give Berlin an economic and psychological
foundation from which to pursue its further development. Each
has also demonstrated that America "cares" about the fate of the
city.

A new area has in recent years become increasingly important
to Berliners -~ scientific and technological development. Berlin
is home to more than 80 research institutes and has for many
years been a leader in scientific research throughout Europe.

The presence of many highly developed industrial enterprises
provides a productive base for pursuing innovation. 1IBM is an
American firm which has operated in Berlin for many years. It
has provided the sort of modern industry which Berlin is seeking.

Science and technology offer an additional hope for Berlin.
Its isolated location makes transport of raw materials and
heavy industrial products relatively more difficult than in
other parts of the world. "High tech" products are light and
easy to transport. They also require the sort of skilled labor
force which Berlin hopes to attract to its city. It is for this
reason that both major political parties have laid particular
emphasis on scientific research. New institutions have been
organized and special programs have been established. Mayor

J¢ has been especially interested in stimulating entre-

surehin An +ha Amari~an model as a means of furthering

101c¢ .

A major force in helping project an image of American
leadership in the future development of Berlin has been the
Aspen Institute of Berlin. Founded in 1974 on the initiative
of the Berlin authorities and Aspen Institute USA, the institute
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Tentative Program 1984

20 - 21

April
26 - 28

7 - 10
27 - 30
June

6 - 8
18 - 21

24 - 27

I?.. Yaa

Aspen Institute Berlin - Hans Wallenberg Lecture
by Edzard Reuter, Member of the Board of Daimler
Benz AG, on Berlin and Its Economic Future:
Challenges for German Economic Policies, followed
by roundtable discussion

Board Meeting of Members of the Aspen Institute
Berlin on the occasion of its 10th Anniversary

Meeting of Directors of Cultural Institutes
located in West Berlin

Annual Conference on Western Security Policy
and Arms Control, co-sponsored by the Research
Institute of the German Society for Foreign
Affairs and the Aspen Institute Arms Control
Consortium

Meeting of Directors of Scientific Institutes
located in West Berlin

Conference on Spain and Portugal: Internal
Developments and External Significance

uestion: The two Germanies in the
East-West Relations

The German
Context ©

Conference on Religion and Resistance

An East-West meeting on Political and Economic
Developments in East-European Countries

The Cost of Social Services and the Future
of the Wolfare State

American Higher Educational and Research Policy

in Germany, 1945-1952 - a conference in cooperation
with the University of Hannover and Indiana Uni-
versity
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BERLIN AIR CORRIDORS AND THE SOVIETS

The Background. Four power agreements reached during the
immedlate postwar period give to all four powers (US, UK,
France, USSR) the right to unlimited use of the Berlin air
corridors. Since 1980, the Soviets have been increasingly
"reserving” the lower corridor altitudes (up to 3500 or 4500
feet) for Soviet flights. The Soviets provide compensatory
flight levels above 10,000 feet for flights of the other
allies. 1In February 1984, the reservations acquired a new
wrinkle. Whereas previously reservations had applied only to
the middle segments of the corridors, now they apply for their
full length, all the way to Berlin. This has caused
difficulties for landing and take off patterns for West Berlin
airports. The Western air controllers have coped with the new
patterns without interference or delay to flights, but not
without some loss of convenience and perhaps safety margins.

During the past six months, the Soviets had also become
more self-assertive in corridor matters, specifying
reservations on a seemingly arbitrary basis. 1In early April,
the Soviets -- in an action unprecedented in recent years =--
threatened to shoot or force down an American executive
aircraft if the (unprecedented) step of naming the firm owning
the airplane were not taken. A compromise was worked out on
this incident, but the Soviet threat was backed up by the
scrambling of fighter interceptors as the American aircraft
approached the corridor.

What we have done. The Allies responded to the Soviets'
February move with a graduated approach, protesting first in
Berlin, then escalating to the Eagleburger-Dobrynin level,
stressing the unacceptability of unilateral Soviet moves, and
underlining our determination to exercise our rights of access
to Berlin. Such protests were coordinated closely with the
British and French and represent the agreed first steps in
opposing Soviet moves in Berlin. If such political protests
should fail, the Allies would have two options, which could be
used jointly or separately. The first would be to fly aircraft
through the closed areas to demonstrate our unwillingness to
accept Soviet reservations. The second would be to make the
problem a major issue of Ez 1 \ Lt rel :ions in other worc<
to force the Soviets to risk broader interests.
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ARTHUR F. BURNS

AMBASSADOR TO THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

Until his appointment in May 1981, Ambassador Burns was
distinguished scholar-in-residence at the American Enterprise
Institute and distinguished professorial lecturer at
Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. Since 1969 he
was John Bates Clark professor of economics emeritus at
Columbii University in New York. From 1970 to 1978 he was
airman of the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
stem. He served as Counsellor to the President from
1969 to 1970 and was Chairman of the President's Council of
onomic Advisors from 1953 to 1956. Ambassador Burns was
associated with the National Bureau of Economic Research
from 1930 to 1969 and currently serves as honorary chairman.
He was previously a professor of economics at Rutgers
University.

*—bassador Burns was graduated from Columbia University

.B., 1925; A.M., 1925; Ph.D., 1934) and Lehigh University
. L.D., 1952). He has received degrees from Brown
University, Dartmouth College, Oberlin College, Wesleyan
University, among others.

Ambassador Burns is married, has two children. He was
born April 27, 1904, in Stanislau, Austria.




Nelson C. Ledsky
American Minister
United States Mission Berlin

Nelson C. Ledsky has been American Minister in Berlin since
August 1981. Since Joining the State Department in 1957, Mr.
Ledsky has served in Georgetown, Guyana; as Principal Officer
of an American Consulate in Nigeria; and as Political Officer
at the American Embassy in Bonn, Germany, from 1965-69. Mr.
Ledsky has also worked in the Department of State as Berlin
Desk Officer and as Deputy Director of the Office of Central
Buropean Affairs during the time of the Berlin Quadripartite
negotiations. Between 1974 and 1977, Mr. Ledsky was Director
of the Office of Southern EBuropean Affairs, and was Deputy
Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations from 1977 until
his assignment to Berlin.

Mr. Ledsky is a graduate of Western Reserve University (BA)
and Columbia University (MA). After working in private
industry, he served for two years in the U.S. Army from
1955-57. Mr. Ledsky was born in Cleveland, Ohio, September 30,
1929. BHe is married to the former Cecile Waechter. They have
three children.
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MAJOR GENERAL JAMES G. BOATNER
United States Commander Berlin

General Boatner was born in 1930 in Tientsin, China. He
received a B.S. degree in military science from the United
States Military Academy and has earned two graduate degrees
from Harvard University. He assumed his duties as the United
States Commandant in Berlin in July, 1981. General Boatner
served from 1975 until 1978 as the Commanding General of the
172nd Infantry Brigade, Alaska, and subsequently, until being
named to his present assignment, as Director, Military
Personnel Management Office, Deputy Chief of Staff for
Personnel, United States Army, Washington. He and his wife
have five children.
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