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Last November I propéég§$%%é total elimination of these
weapons -- ours and theirs. Our representatives are in Geneva
trying'to negotiate such an agreement.

Here at home we are making plans for talks with the Soviet
Union aimed at a substantial reduction of long-range strateg:
nucl] ar missiles both here and in the Soviet Union. If this can
be achieved there must be mutual verification so as to eliminate
suspicion and doubt.

If the Soviets will céoperate in such an undertaking we
just might bring the world to an advance in civilizationf
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March 31, 1982
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NneT.RAR ARMS OPENING STATEMENT

I think it would be timely ¢ discuss our plans and our
continuing efforts to enhance the prospect for world peacé
through arms control. Twice in my lifetime I have seen the
world plunged blindly into global wars that inflicted untold
suffering upon millions of innocent people. I share the deter-
mination of today's young people that such a tragedy -- which
would be rendered even more terrible by the monstrous, inhumane

weapons in the world's nuclear arsenals ~- must never happen again.

While I welcome any overt —~2 by the Soviets wl ' :h suggests
reducing the threat of nuclear destruction, Mr. Brezhnev's pro-
posal just doesn't go far enough. It would do nothing to lessen
the danger inherent in the thousands of nuclear warheads now in
place ~d it would leave the Soviet Union in a dangerous position
of nuclear advantage. The only acceptable goal if we are to truly
have peace and security is a substantial reduction in the number
of nuclear weapons now in place.

Last November, I stressed our commitment to negotiate in
good faith for the reduction of both nuclear and conventional arms.
I made a specific proposal to eliminate entirely intermediate

We remain committed to these goals:

-- In Geneva we have proposed a treaty with the Soviet

Union which embodies our proposals.
-~ In Vienna, along with our allies, we are negotiating

reductions of conventional »>rces in Europe.






supp : of tl Congress and the country at large, and it has
kept world peace.

Yesterday, with the successful completion of the Columbia
Space Shuttle's latest mission, we were all reminded of the g1 it
things the human race can achieve when it harnesses its best
minds and efforts to a positive goal. Both the United States
and the Soviet Union have written proud chapters in the peaceful
exploration of outer space.

I invite the Soviet Tnion to join with us now to substantially
reduce nuclear weapons and make an “portant breakthrough for
lasting peace on earth.

I believe the people of the world want a return to civilized
behavior. Most of all they want peace. So do I. There have been
four wars in my lifetime. We can begin the search for peace with
an agreement to substantially reduce the number of nuclear weapons
threatening all of us. I pledge to you my total commitment to

that goal.




















