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THIS ANTI-TRADE BILL, THIS PROTECTI( IIST
LEGISLATION, WOULD HAVE OUR NATION VIOLATE
THE MOST BASIC TENETS OF FREE AND FAIR
INTERNATIONAL TRADE. INDEED, IT COULD
PLUNGE THE WORLD INTO A TRADE WAR, ER( 'ING
OUR RELATIONS WITH OUR ALLIES AND FREE-WORLD
TRADING PARTNERS., ECONOMIC GI WTH,
IN AMERICA AND AROUND THE WORLD, WOULD BE
THE CASUALTY,

AND AGAIN, THERE’s A CERTAIN SENSE
IN WHICH THIS EFFORT ON THE PART OF THE
OPPOSITION IS EMBARRASSINGLY OLD-FASHIONED
AND OUT OF DATE. WE'VE KNOWN SINCE THE
SMOOT-HAWLEY TARIFFS OF 1930 THAT
PROTECTIONIST LEGISLATION DOESN'T WORK --
THAT IT MEANS LESS W _D TRADE AND LESS
PROSPERITY HERE AT Ht IE. SO OUR
ADMINISTRATION HAS WORKED TO OPEN MARKETS,
NOT TO CLOSE THEM, A.J) TO M "™ THOSE MAF TS
FAIR,
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AMERICAN RETAIL FEDEF TION

1616 H STREET, N. w. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006 (202) 783-797)

JosepH P. O'NEILL .
PRESIDENT Aprll 29, 1986

Mr. William L. Ball, III
Assistant to the President
for | jislative Affairs

The White Hoi 2
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Will:

As a follow up to our discussions during the Finance Committee
consideration of the U.S.-Canada free trade agreement, let me
reiterate my request.

In our conversation with Craig Fuller, we discussed the
possibility of our ARF Annual Meeting participants proceeding to the
Rose Garden in the late morning of May 22 prior to the Vice
President's lunch with the President. At that point, it was our hope
that the President and the Vice President could make a short
appearance,

Needless to say, with the strong support that the retail industry
has provided the Administration on both the tax and trade fronts this
past year, and in several successful fundraising efforts, I think the
President would have an easy time in formulating his comments. He has
addre: 24 this same group several times and has traditionally t =2n the
major spotlight of the retailers' annual meeting. This is a very
supportive group of CEO level executives and their wives from all 50
states,

We are indebted to you for your continued assistance. I look
forward to hearing from you and will tell Craig we are working
together per his suggestion.

Ly,

Joseplf P. O'Neill
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