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Djerejian· Praises Reagan's 
Appointment Of Deukmejian 

WASHNGTON - "Governor 
George Deukmejin is a man who is 
on' the record as being very con
cerned and involved on the whole 
question of persecution of people 
and the holocaust." 

This was the reaction of Edward 
Djerejian, the White House Depu
ty Press Secretary, when asked by 
The California Courier last week to 
comment on Gov. Deukmejian's 
appointment to the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Council by President 
Ronald Reagan. The White House 
made the announcement on July· 
12; 

Gov. Deukmejian will be .these
cond Armenian on the 60-member 

. Council, joining Set Momjian, who 
has been a member of the 

Holocaust Council ever since its 
creation in 1980. 

"The Council could receive no 
finer addition to its membership. 
Gov. Deukmejian has set high stan
dards for everything he has ever 
done,'' Momjian told The Califor-
nia Courier. · 

Gov. Deukmejian is replacing 
New York Governor Mario Cuomo · 
who resigned before the expiration 
of his term on the Council. 
Deukmejian 's appointment expires 
on Jan. 15, 1986 when Gov. 
Cuomo's original term runs out. 
However, it is expected that Pres. 
Reagan would reappoint Deukme
jian for a full term in January. 

The Holocaust Memorial Coun
cil was created at the recommenda,-

'tion of President Carter's Commis
sion on the Holocaust and was 
established in 1980 by · the 
unanimous vote of the Congress. 
The Council coordinates Days of 
Remembrance activities each yar 
and is responsible for raising funds 
from private sources for a future 
\national memorial museum center 
in the nation's capital. 

By 1l unanimous vote,. largely due 
to Momjian's efforts, the Council 
decided in 1983 to allocate "a place 
of prominence to the Armenian 
Genocide in the future Holocaust 
Museum, to be located in Wahs
ington, D.C." 

"I look forward to working with 
the Governor to fulfill this Arme
nian dream of a section in the 
Holocaust Museum which will tell 
the Armenian story to the millions 
who are expected to visit the 
Museum each year,'' said Mom
jian. 

The appointment of Gov. 
Deukmejian to the Council is pro
bably the result of a meeting held I 

in the White House ' in December 
1983 between President Reagan 
and a group of prominent 
Armenian-Americans, including 
Gov. Deukmejian. 

During that meeting, the Arme
nians, among other things, asked 
the President to consider appointing 
a second Armenian to the 
Holocaust Council. 

In recent months, however, the 
relations between the White House 
and Gov. Deukmejian have been 
strained due to Reagan administra
tion's opposition to congressional 
resolutions on the Armenian 
Genocide. · · 

Last April, Gov. De.ukmejian 
publicly criticized the President's 
position on the Genocide resolu
tion. However, the decision to ap
point Deukmejian to_ the Council 

seems t~ _ ~~':_~-~~:~ .. ":!d!n~lng / 
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EDITOR'S VIEW-----------

Finally, Some Good News. 
For Hyes From White House 

1---------By HARUT SASSOUNIAN 

President Ronald Reagan finally came through this month with one 
request made to him by Armenians. He appointed Gov. George 
Deukmejian to the U.S. Holoeaust Memorial Council . 

In light of this action, we need to comment on the• Armenian 

NOT ENOUGH 

community's reaction to this appointment 
in particular and our relations with the White 
House in general. 

Ever since the Reagan administration came 
to power, Armenians have been up in arms 
at the constant abuse heaped upon us by one 
high ranking official after another. The State 
Department first questioned the Genocide, 
then, joined by the Defense Department and 
the White House, they lobbied to defeat a 
resolution intending to i;:ommemorate the 
Armenian Martyrs. . 

All efforts by the Armenian community to 
put an end to these distortions came to no 
avail. -Pres. Reagan did not even listen to 
Gov. Deukmejian' s passionate pleas on 
this subject. 

In this kind of tense atmosphere, we are now faced with a sur
prise Presidential announcement appointing Gov. George Deukmejian 
to the Holocaust Council. This appointment does not end our on-going 
clash with the administration on the subject of the Armenian Genocide. 
We still demand that the White House, not only drop its ignorant op~ 
position to the resolution, but that it lobby forcefully in this country 
and internationally for the confirmation of the facts of the Armenian 
Genocide. That's the least it could do! · · 

. On the other hand, we do not undetestimate the importaJce of 
Deukmejian's appointment to the Holocaust Council. In the coming 
years as the council establishes the Holocaust Museum, which will 
hopefully include a section on the Armenian Genocide, the presence 
of two Armenians, Deukmejian and Momjian , on the Council's 
membership,'will be highly beneficial. 

The Turks realize that linking the Jewish Holocaust to the 
Armenian Genocide, in any shape or form, will have a devastating ef
fect on their campaign to isolate and distort the facts of the Armenian 
Genocide. We are certain that many Turkish officials have spent several 
sleepless nights since hearing of the announcement appointing 
Deukmejian. 

The Turks have been very active for years trying to convince the 
Jewish members of the Council to disassociate themselves from the 
Armenians. With the help of Turkish governmental pressure on Israel 
and Jewish leaders, the Turks had made our work within the Council 
not easy. 

However, with Deukmejian's appointment, the Turks now find 
themselves facing a formidable opponent. We know how strongly the 
Governor feels about the Armenian Genocide. If they. don't know it · 
already, the Turks will soon find that out. 

GOOD OMEN I 

Just in case the Deukmejian appointment is a signal to.Armenians . 
that the President is finally willing to put truth and justice before political 
expediency, we would like to state that we welcome this gesture and 
hope that it is only the beginning of many more such positive· steps 
taken by the .administration on behalf of its Armenian constituency. 

. Turkish propaganda not withstanding, we are not out to destroy 
Turkey, NATO, the U.S. , or the world. We just want what is rightfully , 
ours, not more, .not less! . 

.., 
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PUBLISHER'S VIEW~ .. _________ ........,,__ __ 

THIS 
&THAT 

By George Mason 

ARMENIAN'S KNOW THE TRUTH 

Sure, I feel terrible that our President is opposed to a resolu
tion commemorating the Armenian genocide. We Armenians know 
that we were the victims of the first genocide of this century. We 
don't have to read about it in history books. And we don't have 
to cite Arl\,old Toynbee. We need only recall the stories we heard 
from eye-witnesses usually as · we sat at their feet as children. 

These weren't people who were trying to wage a propaganda 
war, nor were they trying to influence anyone or seeking revenge 
or redress. They were merely telling their grandchildren what they 
suffered and how lucky they were to be in a country that was safe 
and just. Most of the accounts I heard were from relatives who 
wanted me, as a child, to know how fortuoate I was to be living 
in America where I dido 't have to scurry home before dark for fear 
of being brutalized by a hostile majority propulation. · · . 

Perhaps it is because of this that I can understand and even 
accept the President's stand on this issue. Persident Ronald Reagan 
does not represent just the Armenian-Americans among his nation. 
He must look out for the entire nation and must behave in a man
ner that offers the greatest good for the greatest number of people. 

PRESIDENT REPRESENTS MAJORITY 

I think it would be irresponsible and foolhardy for an American 
president to sacrifice his foreign policy or to sabotage the efforts 
of his State Department, in order to serve the special needs of a 
small minority in his population. . 

I don't think we should gear our policy toward South Africa 
just to appease the blacks of our population. I don't think we should 
destroy our relationship with the Arab countries to satisfy the desires 
of our Jewish population. And it would be wrong for us to harm • 
our relationship with the British government to make the Irish of 
America happy: · · · 

Each of these minorities must sacrifice for the benefit of their 
country. And this is the point. Arme~ian Americans are Americans. · 
They are Americans of Armenian descent. .They must put the needs 
and requirements of their country, America, first. . 

Of course,it is a bitter pill to swallow when our country refuses 
to acknowledge the historic fact of the genocide. It hurts like hell. 
And it especially burst those Armenian Americans who saw it at first 
hand what the damnable Turks did. It hurts all Armenians who bear 
the scars of the dastardly Turkish policy against the Armenians. 

But we, as good Americans, must sacrifice our own personal 
and very real interests for the greater good. This is what democracy 
and Americanism is all about. 

I have railed in this column about how Israel sunk an American 
ship in broad daylight and our government did nothing to protest 
the terrible deed. I have written in this column about the lunacy 
of harming our relations with such allies as Rhodesia and the Union 

· of South Africa because of pressure from the liberals and Blacks 
of this country. To be consistent and honest, I must also oppose 
those in our own Armenian community who demand an American 
policy that serves the narrow Armenian interests at the expense of 
the American· aims and goals. 

REAGAN EXPLAINED 

• President Reagan too~ pains to explain his opposition to the . 
resolution as having nothing' to do with his understanding of historical 
facts. He said he was opposed to the resolution because it would 
encourage terrorism and because it would "harm relations with an 
important-ally." He also made it clear that his ''sympathies with 
all those who suffered during the tragic events of 1915." 

As an American of Armenian descent I can understand the posi
tion in which our President is placed and I can support him. It isn't 
easy. It isn't fun. And it certainly isn't the way I'd like it to be. 
But it is what I understand our President believes to be in the best 
interest of our country. On this bas_is, I can acc,ept and am willing 
to suppo~ it. 



November 1, 1984 THE CALIFORNIA COURIER - - ' 

(Bush Expresses Syrripathy; · 
Republicans Seek Support 

(Courier Exclusive) 
_GLENDALE -A group of pro• 

mment Republicans elected of
ficials, quoting a remark by Vice 
President George Bush, appealed to 
the Armenian community, during 
a press conference last week, to 
support Republican candidates in J 

the upcoming election. 
Hacob Shirvanian, one of the 

organizers of the press conference 
informed the Armenian media tha~ 
during a recent banquet in San 
Francisco, Vice; President pe~rge _ . 

Bush had expressed to him his sup
. port for the congressional resolu
tions on the Armenian Genocide. 

Shrivanian quoted Bush as say
ing, "that thing should have been 
corrected a long time ago. We shall 
get through with that and do it . . . · · 
I want by all means, I told your 
Governor, too, that I am behind 
you, that resolution should have 
passed a long time ago." 

The California Courier contacted 
the Vice President's Deputy Press 
Secretary, Shirley Green, in , 

Washington, and obtained the 
following statement: "The Vice 
President confirmed that be had a 
general conversation with Mr. , 
Shirvanian concerning Genocide. 
He did express his sympathy about 
the suffering of the Armenians as , 
a result of those tragic events. 
He also expressed his opposition to 
genocide or terrorist acts under any 
circumstances by any people." 

Shirvanian introduced himself to 
the Armenian media during the 

press. conference as'. chainnan of 
''Armenian American Republican 
Council" in California as well as 
the State Chairman of "Ethnic 
Armenians for Reagan-Bush.'' 
Seated with Shirvanian were, Con· 
gressman Carlos Moorh~, State 
Senator Newton Russell, Los 
Angeles County Supervisor Mike 
Antonovich and Glendale City 
Councilman Larry Zarian all 
Republicans. ' 

While acknowledging that "there 
· are some problems'' with the 

Reagan adminstraton's positions on 
the Armenian ·Genocide, Sbirva- .1 
nian appealed to the commuity to · ' 

. support the local Republican of- i 
ficials in order to have "a pipeline 
to the President through these· 
gentlemen" after the elections. 

Supervisor Antonovich, who will 
be the Chairman of the State · 
Republican Party in February 
1985, stated, "W,e recognize the 
genocides that have occurred in this 
century, both the Armenian and the 
Jewish genocide ... We are here 
to say that we want to _work ~ith 

the Armenian community to ensure 
. their full representation at all levels 
of government.'' 

In response to a question regar• 
ding the repeated denials of the 
facts of the Armenian Genocide by 
various administration officials, 
Cong. Moorhead said, "You can 
find somebody in the State Depart· 
ment or the Defense Department 
that is not up to date on a lot of the 
facts," the Armenian Genocide "is 
not an alleged happening, it hap
pened," said Moorhead. . 

"The State Department at times 

,...L .. J 

becomes very difficult. The State 
.Department is there. It doesn't mat• , 
ter who is President, who is Vice 
President. The State Department 
~its there. You got to go through 
1t, you can't go around it. It's 
always there. I don't agree with it 
lots of times," said Moorhead. 

"The Vice President is an 
. bono~ble man. He lives up to his 
promtses. ffbe told Shirvanian that · 
he will back the resolutions, he will 
back them and be will do 
everything he can to get them pass• 
ed," said Moorhead. j 

When asked about reconciling 
U.S. interests in Turkey with the 
acknowledgment of .a · historicaf 
fact, the Armenian Genocide 
Supervisor Antonovich replied: ' 

"We are able to keep relations 
with Israel and Saudi Arabia and 1 

Jordan ... . even though you have 1 

different interests involved. We 
1 

would have to use the same type of 
diplomacy in this issue ... We've 

· , done it with other groups that have I 
· bad a historical conflict. You would 
_ ~ve to start from people of good 

faith that are trying to address a 
p.ast wrong and also recognize that 
it's got to be resolved. The longer 
you wait. the problem doesn't go • ·\ 

. away. The sore festers." 







\ 

Page 10 THE CALIFORNIA COURIER August 23, 1984 

? . -. . ' . 

Proxmire Hopeful :Senate 
Will Ratify U.N. Treaty 

. ' 
~~ 
; - UNITED NA TIO NS - Senator 

William Proxmire (D-Wisc.) told 
il ~ruup 01· J\flJleman Assemmy 
summer interns that the Senate may 
be on the verge of ratification of the 
United Nations Genocide Conven
tion. He is convinced that there is 
enough support for it to pass if it 
is allowed to come to the Senate 

-floor for a vote. 
As stated by the Senator, the pur-

pose of the treaty, which .has 
already been ratified by 92 nations, 
is to define and outlaw as an inter
national crime the act of genocide. 

For the past 18 years, Proxmire 
has risen on the floor of the Senate 
every legislative· day to urge 
ratification of the Genocide Con
vention, often citing the Armenian 
genocide of 1915 as an example of 
the crime the treaty seeks to 
prevent. _ 

· In response to the interns' in
quiries as to the current status of the 
treaty in the Senate, Proxmire 
replied that if the Genocide Con
vention were brought to a vote, if 
woul(l probably receive, the 
½-majority support necessary for 
ratification. 

His only reservation is that the 
minority opposition, under Senate 
rules, can threaten the leadership 
with a post cloture filibuster, which 
would tie up hundreds of hours of 
Senate time. He explained that in 
order to avoid this situation, the 
leadership may delay the floor 
debate. , 

But given the strong majority 
support for the Convention which 
includes the endorsements of 
Senate Majority Leader Howard 
Baker and Senator Charles Percy, 
chairman of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, Proxmire believes that 
all that is needed now is support 
from the White House. He feels 
that President Reagan's approval · 
would quell opposition from con
servatives . and people who might 

otherwise oppose the treaty. 
The Genocide Convention 

defines genocide as "an act com
mitted with intent to destroy, in 
whole or in part, a national, ethnic, 
racial or religious group . . . " . 
Ratification will bring the United 
States into line with the other 92 na
tions which have openly express
ed their condemnation of genocide 
through adopting the treaty. 

The Armenian Assemb~y, along
with many other Armenian and 

non-Armenian groups, support thej 
genocide treaty in the hopes that the 
ratification of the convention would 
prevent a recurrence of the crime. 
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Armenians Testify At 
Republican Hearings 
, . DALLAS - At the Republican 
·Platform hearings on Aug. 13 in 
Dallas, Texas, Samuel V. Hago
pian testified ort behalf of the 
Armenian National Committee. 

"The Armenian Cause is based 
on fundamental human rights issues 
that deserve to be supported by 
both Republicans and Democrats," 
stated Hagopian. 

number of Armenian-Americans 
will not contribute nor vote for 
President Reagan, the Republican 
presidential nominee, if they feel 
that .during the next four years the 
State Department will continue to 
speak up against proper recognition 
of the Genocide and cloud the 
legitimacy of the Armenian 
grievances against Turkey. 

Hagopian pointed to news 
reports saying that . a significant 

Hagopian was warmly received 
· (Continued on page 11) 

· Hagopian At 
GOP Hearing 
~Continued from page 1) 
at the . hearing chaired by Con
gressman Jack Kemp of New York. 
The Republican National Conven
tion will consider this week the 
.recommendations of the 
Republican Platform Committee. 

The ANC feels that Republicans 
could show their disagreement. with , 
'the State Department's actions by 
adopting language in their party 
platform to indicate support for 
Designation of April 24 as a Na-

. tional Day of Remembrance for 
Victims of Genocide; Tiie initiation 

· of dialogue between representatives 
of the Turkish government and the 

. Armenian people ; and U .S. 
ratification of the U.N. Gencide 
Convention. 

" We feel the Republican Party 
ought to indicate its disagreement 
with the State Department's posi
tion over the · Armenian Question 
and show to Armenian-Americans 
that Republicans will not ignore the 
Armenian people's quest for 
justice, ' ' said an ANC spokesman. 
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By NORMAN lEMPSTER 
WASHINGTON - President 

Reagan, after what aides describ
ed as an "extensive review" lasting 
more than two years, called for 
ratification of the U .N. convention 
outlawing genocide, which has 
been bottled up in the Senate for 35 
years. 

In a statement issued by the State 
Department, the Administration 
said the.Senate's failure to approve 
the treaty-; backed by every Presi
dent since Harry S. Truman, "has 
opened the United States to un
necessary criticism" in the United 
Nations and other world bodies. 
The Soviet Union has often cited 
the Senate~ s inaction on the treaty, 
which Moscow ratified in 1954, as 
an example of U.S. insensitivity to 
human rights. 

Reagan endorsed the pact one 
day before he was scheduled to ad
dress the national convention of 
B'nai B' rith, a strong supporter of 
the treaty , which was adoP.ted as a 
response to the Nazi extermination 
of 6 million European Jews. 
However, a senior Administration 
officer told reporters, " I would re
ject the premise that · the decision 
was connected with any political 
event. " 

Senate Unlikely To Act . 
The official, who declined to be 

identified by name, conceded that 
it is unlikely that the Senate wilJ act . 
during this election .year. He 

declined.to predict the outcome of 
a Senate vote if one occurred. 

The convention was adopted by 
the United Nations on Dec. 9, 
1948, and was subll)itted to the 
Senate for ratification on June 16, 
1949. Although 96 countries ac
cepted it, it was blocked in the 
Senate, first as a result of the Cold · 
War passions and racial politics of 
the 1950s and early 1960s, and 

. -

later apparently by inertia. 
Officials said the Reagan Ad

ministration did not focus on the 
matter until early 1982, when it 
began a review of all the objectiors 
that had been raised over the 
decades. The officials said that as 
a result of the review, completed 
two weeks ago, Jteagan determin
ed that ratification would be In the 

· · nation's best interest. 
"This is a very good idea whose 

time never seemed to come," one 
official said. 

Longtime supporters of the 
measure hailed the President's 
decision. Rabbi Marvin Hier, dean 
oftbe Simon Weisenthal Center in 
Los Angeles, called for an im
mediate Senate vote to "confirm 
the Jong-overdue shift in a shameful 
and myopic policy." He said 
ratification would "signal that the 
leader of the free world has ·remov
ed a moral blemish from its human 
rights stance." 

What Treaty Aske 
The treaty requires the nations 

that ratify it to enact laws banning 
acts intended to "destroy, in whole 
or in part, a national, ethnical, 
racial or religious group." It would 
prohibit "killing members of the 
group; causing serious bodily or 
mental harm to members of the 
group; deliberately inflicting on the 
group conditions of life calculated 
to bring about its physical destruc
tion in whole or in part; imposing 
measutes intended to prevent births 
within the group; forcibly transfer
ring children of the group to 
another group." 

The pact provides that violators 
should be punished ''whether they 
are contitutionally responsible 
rulers, public officials ot private in
dividuals." Prosecutions should be 
in the courts of the country where· 

·the ·act occurred. Charges of 
genocide agianst a government 

. could be filed with the World Court 

Opponents have long charged 
that the treaty ·would infringe on 
U.S. Soverignty, and sotne also 
complained that the crimes covered 
by the treaty are withih the jurisdic
tion of the states rather than the 
federal government. 

Some southern senators were 
concerned in the 1950s and 1960s 
that the treaty could be used to 
classify state segregation Jaws as j 
international crimes. Those objec-
tions largely dissolved with passage 
of federal civil rights Jaws . . : . 

-L.A. Times . 
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·Armenia, 
A Soviet 
Success 

By ANTERO PIETILA · 

I tiny Armenian Republic Is A Soviet Success Story .• 
Baltimore Sun · 

YEREVAN,,-- This ancient cor
, ner of the world near Turkey and 
Iran is no land of Zion. 

But even _though it is part of the 
Soviet Union, Armenia retains 
some of the meaning of a prom.is
·ed land to its millions of sons and 
daughters whom history has scat
tered throughout the world much 
like the Jews . · 
. One of these· sons was William 

Saroyan, the American writer of 
Armenian ancestry. "Once [a 
friend] asked me- if I could tell an 
Armenian among Americans," 

_ (Con~ued on page 10/. 

(Continued from page 1) 
Saroyan wrote. "I said I could not. 
How could I do that? He said be 
could - by the eyes. I believe him: 
The eyes of Armenians tom away 
from the Motherland are said, very 
said." . 

Saroyan did not want · that 
sadness for eternity. Before he died 
in 1981, he asked that half his ashes 
be buried in his native Fresno, the 

other half in the land of his 
ancestors, where the summers are 
hot and winters biting cold. 

His wish was followed: His 
grave here is-in a park in Yerevan, 
not far from that of the composer 
Aram Khatchaturian. Nearby also 
are a Planetarium and a shooting 
range. 

Each year, thousands of Arme
nians from the United ·States and 
other countries make the 
pilgrimage here to breathe ''th!= air 
of the Motherland," as Antranig 
Marti.rossian, a vice president of 
the Committee for. Cultural Rela
tions with Armenians Abroad, puts 
it. 

Armenia also want its people 
-throughout the world to return, 
and, unlike the 14 other republics -

· of the Soviet Union,· it . rans · a 
·. ~triation pro~. · · 
· • The attractions of Soviet society 

being what they are, it is not a very 
, successful program. Nevertheless, 

· about 22,000 ethnic Armenians 

have_ moved here from other coun
tries in the past eight years, _accor
ding to Martirossian. 

All immigrants are given cash to 
get settled along with government 

. housing, he said. 
Most of the recent arrivals come 

from the turbulent Middle East, he 
said, but their number is a "drop 
in the bucket" compared to the 
thousands of Armen.ians in 

. Australia, Canada and New 
l.ealand. 

Not-all those- moving to Soviet 
Armenia like it here: 

One man, whose family came 
frQm the Middle East in 1947, 
recalled how his father was sent to 
Siberia a year later. "Armenians 
are not free. We are not free to 
travel or to emigrate," he said. 

Close to 1 :s million Armenians 
live in the Diaspora. The largest 
communities outside this country 
are in the United States and 
Canada. Ties between them and 
Arme~ . seem close, with the 

North Americans not only visiting 
here but also sending substantial 
sums of money. 

Many of the visitors get a · hard 
sell to move to Soviet Armenia. 

"They are always asking me: 
Don't you want to come to live 
here," said Dalita Berejikian, of 
the University of Toronto. "And 
when I say, 'No,' they say, 'How· 
can you say no, when you are an 
Armenian?' ,, . 

"Yes, I'm essentially an Arme
nian and I'm proud of what they 
have achieved. But Canada is my 
country," she added . . . . · 

"We are everywhere,•~- says 
Konstantin Khoodaverdian, a 
University of Yerevan history 
professor. 

"In 1970, I was in Sri Lanka . 
There were about 14 Armenian 

. families there, but they had their 
own schol and own newspaper 
there," be recalled. 

Today's Armenia, a republic of 
3 million people, is a result of the 

·carving up of the land in 1920 by 
Lenin and Turkey's Kemal 
Ataturk. It encompasses only 10 
percent of the land in "historical 
Arme 

. ,, . ma. 
Even Mt. Ararat, the symbol of 

the nation tbat was a great power 
for a few generations in the time of 

-Pompey and Julius Caesar, lied 
across the border in Turkey. 

The Encyclopedia of Islam in
clude., within "historical Armenia" 
not only the Soviet republic and 
much of northeastern Turkey, but 
also much of present-day Kurdistan 
in Iran. 

Despite its small area and popu
lation, Armenia is one o(the most 
successful of Soviet republics. Its 
high standard of living is evident in 
the numerous new cars, clothes and 

; good living conditions . 
·. Although Turkey is less than 50 
miles away from this capital, its 
proximity is in no way felt. The 

. border is closed, and there are no 
Turkish goods on sale here. 

But the common heritage is evi
dent in shared customs, such as the 
strong, sweet black coffee that is 
enjoyed in both countries. But 
while Turkey is a predominantly 
Islamic nation, Armenia has one of 
the oldest Christian churches on 
earth. 



REAGAN SUPPORTERS 

Armenians To Attend 
•, . . .. 

Republican Co_nvention 
DALLAS- · - Scores of 

Armenian-Americans will be par
ticipating as delegates, alternates 
and guests in the Republican Na
tionjil Convention to be . held jn 
Datlas, Aug. 20-24. . · -

The California delegation, led by 
Governor George Deu1anejian, in
cludes three other Armenian
Americans. Karl M. Samuelian, a 
delegate from Los Angeles; Ken 
~chigian, a delegate from San 
Clemente; and Louina J. Sakajian, 
from Fresno. There are also four 

• Armenian-Americans who are 
assigned as . alternate-delegates. 

...... 

They are, Congressman .Charles 
Pashayan, Jr., Charles Poochigian, 
Sarkis Paparigian and Joyce 
Philibosian Stein. In addition, one 
of the Gove~or's.assistants, Greg 
Kahwajian, will serve as Deputy 

· Director of the California 
Delegation. 

Samuelian told The California 
Courier, • 'I'm very excited about 
going to the Convention. It's a real 
honor to go and be there with the 
Governor. We're looking forward 
to. it." 

Dozens of other Armenians from i 
across the country will also be at- · 
tending either as delegates or 
guests. Despite- the anticipated 
large presence of Armenians, there 
are no plans by these delegates to 
make a concerted effort to present 
Armenian-related . issues to the 
C9~vention. ·~ _ , . 

While certain Armenian 
organizations and individuals have 
endorsed . the Mondale-Ferraro 
DeIOOCnltiC ticket for President and 
Vice President, others are suppor
ting the Republican ticket of 
Reagan-Bush. One such group is 
the '• Armenian-Americans for 
Reagan-Bush 1984." 
This national group is chaired by 
Governor Deukmejian· and co
chaired by Archie Dickranian, 
Hirair Hovanian, Ken Khachigian, 
Alex Manoogian, Edward Mar
digian, Karl Samuelian, David. 
Shakarian and Barry Zorthian. 
Samuelian is. the group!s western 
coordinator, anp Zorthian, the 

eastern coordinator. 
Samuelian explained that "these 

individuals visited the President in 
the White House last December. 
They indicated to him that- they 
were supporters of his and that they 
would like to support him in his re-

(Continued on page.Io) 

- .· (Continued-from page 1) 

. election ·bid and that they would 
strive. on a national basis to get the 
Armenian community to support 
him. They believe that the Presi
dent has .done an excellent job." 

When asked to comment on the 
Administration's opposition to the, 
Congressional resolutions on the 
Armenian genocide and the State 
J)epartment's earlier denial of the 
facts of the Genocide in its official 

' Bulletin of August, 1987, 
Samuelian said, "that doesn't 

1 change the opinion of those who 
are supporting the President. I, for 
one, feel confident that the Presi
dent will do eveything that he can 
do, to support the Armeaian_peo-_ 

. pie and their cause. Mr willingness:· .. 
l I to support.the President,~ is not in.· 

anyway conditi{,nal upott tile Presi
dent agreeing tt, do anything. -I 
believe in tht President. I think he's 
a good Prdident, I want to support 
him and I will continue to do so, 
even if I wished that the administra-

I 
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tion -would take a different ap
proach or do things differently than 
they're doing." . · 

. Samuelian refused to comment 
whether the President has followed
up on any of the issues that were 
brought to his attention by the 
Armenian group that visited him 
last December. Although the 
details were never publicly disclos
ed, the Governor reportedly asked 
the President during that meeting 
to make a public statement on the 
Armenian Genocide. --

'.'I don't want to comment on 
what was discussed and that action 
_was subsequently taken,'' 
Samuelian said . 

The "Armenian-Americans for 
Reagan-Bush '84'-' group plans to 
raise funds for the l>r:esidential 
.campaign. "We send ·hundreds of 
letters to the members of the Arme
nian community soliciting contribu
tions. We're also asking -for 
volunteers in various communities 
to get out the vote . .. I believe that 

we '11 get a substantial response to 
our solicitation for funds," said 
Samuelian. 

Regarding Wl\lter Mondale's 
supportive statements on the Arme
pian Cause, Samuelian said, "Mr. 
Mondale has tnade many, many 
statements amf many, many pro-
mises. Whether he'll deliver on 
these promises if he's elected Presi
dent, which~ don't believe he will 

'be, remains to be. seen." 
. Samuelian also said that the sup
port for the Presidential candidates:. 
by various .Armenian groups will" 
n!)t divide the community. 

Historically, some Armenians , 
have supported · Republican can
didates and some have supported· 

' Democratic candidates. I don' t 
think there is anything. unusual 
about this situation-that will result 
in any decision among the- Arme
nians," Samuelian said. 

Another group of Armenians in
volved in raising funds for the 
Reagan-Bush re-election effort is 

the New ·York-based National 
Armenian American Republican 
Council. Dr. James Tashjian is the 
Chairman, with cosmetologist 
Suzanne De Paris Kazanjian as its 
Chairwoman of Finance. 
- This group, originally establish
ed in 1952, was reactivated last 

.. August. Since then, the NAARC 
has held fund.raisers and sent out 
letters soliciting donations. Kazan
jian, a member of· the National 
Republican Senatorial inner-circle, 
recently returned from ... a trip to 
several South Amercian countries, 
"to rally all American citizens of 
Armenian or Lebanese background 
in Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay 
to register and vote for Repµblican 
candidates m the upcoming national 
elections in the United States," ac
cording to a report prepared by her. 

Kazanjian stated her group's ob
jectives as raising funds and collec
ting votes for the Republican Par
ty in the U.S. She plans to travel · 
to Europe _and the Middle East to 
urge U.S. citizens to. vote in the 
election via absentee ballots. 

"Our principal goal, in short, is 
to keep the Presidency, the White 
House and the Senate majority in 
Republican hands, and to this end 
no honorable means to victory must 
be left underutilized," she said. 
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will be split," says George K.arcaze~. - sistant director of the Armenian As- ." . cause the .historical record ~f the 1915 
UHAC executive board member. _.. sembly of America. "We are not op~ events in Asia Minor is ambiguous, the . 
don't sense as much anger· towards posed to 1merican aid-to Turkey per se. Department of State does not endorse- · 
Reagan as there was towards Ford and . but we think Turkey should be held allegations ·that the Turkish govern
Kissinger. in 1976." ·- : , : ·· .. · . : accountable for its .continued abuse of . ment committed a genocide again.st the 

Joining Greek ' Americans in their human rights. We h<:>ld -El Saivador Armenian people." 
condemnation on Turkey are America's a~countable, why not - Turkey?" · "We ·find . the State Department · 
Armenians .. Although a relatively small Arguing that Armenian American article very puzzling," says Ayvazian, ~ 
community (a .little over 200,000 ac- thought . spans -the political spectrum "especially since it seems to .contradict . 
cording to the 1980 census), Armenian from conservative t-o progressive, Ayva- the President's proclamation: It-leads us 
Ameri~ans are also well -organized, zian was· reluctant to predict how his •-· to wonder what the official U.S. -posi• « • : 

affluent and influential in such states as com~un~ty.. w.ou!d . vote in 198.4:· ,..,,.._., ; : . tion. ~~ .this.matter really is.~::,;-·; _;;.., ; ~;~.- · · -
California (where the governos: is of. I . Mondale recognized the reality of the . Regardless of how America's Greeks.-i; 
Armenian ancestry) ahd Michigan.".. . Armenian genocide, ~yvazian says, and .. and Armenians vote in November, it is ::: 

Armenia~ sentiments against the Ferraro will no doubt attract · many · obvious. that the U,nited States needs to -
Turks.date 'bat;k .to 1915 wh:en.some .1.5 Armenian woman.· · • ~-.:..- take a -firmer stand with Turkey regard- -: 
million Armenians ' were massacred by · President Reagan issued a presiden:. ing Turkish (?CCUpied Cyprus (~hich .. ·· 
the Turkish government in a _wanton ac( tial proclamation condemning the has all of the makings of a fo:ure '; 
of genocide .. _Altho_ugh the Turkish · Armenian genocide in 1981, according Northern Ireland) and violations of_. . 
government has consistently denied.any to Ayvazian, but the State Department human rights which .Turkey, .as a He!~·;, 
involvement in the ge~ocide, evidt;nce is · has not iollowed suit. A footnote in an sinki Accords signatory, is pledged to ·,. 
on the side of. the Armenians. . . article entitled .. Armenian Terrorism: A uphold. Continued U.S. vacillation can f 

"Armeniim Americans are co,ncerned Profile!' which appeared in the August · only lead to a further weakening ·of ; 
with Turkey's ·violation· of human 1982 Bulletin, an official publication of relations with Greece an~ _that will be ~ 
rights.~ says Laurens Ayvazian, as- the U.S. Stat~ Dt;pa~ent, .read: "Be- · the Soviet Union's gain.'--~- t 

. . . . .. - . . : . , . ' . . . . ' 
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PeUkrTieJiarl · SUpports 
;>Genocide Resolution·s 

• . 
LOS A}JGELES - The congres-

. sional resolutions regarding the 
Armenian Genocide last week 
received a big boost from two key 
political figures. 

The Majority Leader of the 
House of Representatives, Con
gressman Jim Wright (D-Texas) on 
July, pledged his active support to 
the resolutions and <:;alifornia 
Governor George . Deukmejian, 
earlier in the week, sent a letter to 
the authors of the resolutions offer:
ing his assistance. 

. Wright Support 
Congressman Wright· informed 

the Armenian National Committee 
that he · not only is willing to 
:'Chedule thel'.C50lutions for a vote, 
but he is prepared to ask other 
members of the House to vote for 
the resolutions. 

Speaking at a luncheon meeting 
. with the ANC on July 11 in Los 
Angeles, Wright said, "I will back 
these resolutions because they are 
right. " He added that he could not 
understand how the United States 
Department of State could object to 

· · these kinds of humanitarian 
proposals. 

An ANC spokesman said that 
they were very pleased with the 
outcome of the meeting. "The Ma
jority Leader's support is very 
signific!lJlt ~ause he is-one of the 
most influenri~ .. ",. respected 
-members in tne nv .. ~d __ respected 
tatives ," stated the ANC 
spokesman. 

from being considered. However, 
the support from Wright will per
mit the resolution to be brought up 
under a different rule requiring a 
vete and prevent the House 

· -Republican leadership from objec
ting to the consideration of the 
resolution. · 

·In addition to the c:ommitment by 
Wright, the resolution last week 
received added support from 
Governor Deukmejian. .• 

· On July 10, the Governor's of
fice reported that separate letters 
had been sent to Congressman 
Tony Coelho and Charles "Chip' ' 
i>ashayan (R-Calif.), the authors of 
the two House resolutions, in
dicating the Governor's strong sup
port. Deukmejian also permitted 
the authors of the resolutions to use 
his letter in any way they deemed 
appropriate. · , 

The Governor's letter is expected 
to be especially helpful in getting 
the support of several California 

· Republican congressmen who have 
not . yet . taken a position on the 
resolutions. 

· "It is our duty to call attention 
'to the atrocities that occurred many 
_years ago because if the humane 
people of this world don't 
remember, you can be sure the 
tyrants will - and "history will go 
on repeating itself, " the Gover
nor' s letter said. 

Until now, Congressman Tony 
Coelho's (D-Calif.) resolution call- \ 
ing for the desingation of April 24, 
1985 as a National Day of Remem- · 1 
brance for victims of genocide had j 

}to ·.be .considered under the House 
unanimous consent rule. This 
meant . that the resolutions could 
again be objected to and prevented 
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, The Armenian Observeq >May 16, '1·984 . 

' A. Letter:to ~r.eiiderit .ROnalrReagan 
' ' ' .'Lr ..... - ..... ~. ·• • 

The following letter was .sent to'Presiderit Ronal~PReagan ·by'His . 
Eminence ~~hbisbop Yatche Hov'.sepiari, Primate. : · ' .. 

I · . • , r ' .. .,.,,. '"~ _._ :. 

Honorable !Ronald Reagan, ·.,, 
President of the United States of America 
The White H6use . 
Washington~ 0. C. 205'00 . . ..... 

.- !.: 1 .-, _ 

Dear President R~agan: · 1 • , · . 

I have just ietutnel'from the · Diocesan Assembly 10f the Western' 
Diocese of the ,Armenian Church, held on May ,~,S;, i 984 ,at the 
St. John Arm(?riian Apostolic Ohuroh in San F•r;urcisco. : 

We were c'hagrined and 1thoroughly disturbetl' .. up0~ h eading in 
the State 01:>epartmerlt's ·.Bulletin, their position conceming.the,ques-
tion of the Arrneriian'Genocicle of-1'915. . - · · 

You have. been close 'friends.-to ma11y :Armenians, iri fact, I believe 
severa_l of you'r'friendsare 'the1survivors-·of tlie~houe'ndous holocaust 
perpetrat~d upon us ·b'y fhe rulers of the <;:>ttoman Empire. 

The Fifty-Seventh :Diocesan Assembli of the Armenian Church 
o'f North America Western Diocese, .agiµn .reaffirme.d its-allegiance 
to the United States ,Government and· to:ihe coi:istitiutio.n, ·and act
ed upon the issue. of t he treatment of the· State Department on the 
qu~stion'ofthe Arrrieµian Gen,ocide of..19~'5 . , 
~ I am ple"ased ',to ,enclose for-your 'fur-iher enlightenment; the · Re

solution wJ.iich was .~dqpted unanimously at this ·assembly, with the 
hQpe that'·the' i:ecoicfs of the United ,States·Governnient ,will be set 

~~(rai.ght. ~na that trl!ill:and :;justice •will be _pr~claimecj. ·· ·_ 
: -,,,.fay _ 1he ·,H~lYs Spi@t!best2W ,His ', 1mie .~sa~ip~µ,pon' ¥.'OUI ahd 

- ,;• OFOWil' yo.. w'ith \,cop~' ''Smet ',die a es tin of•,oot.,'natian ·and th!) , 
"' . ;,i i;ang ujllity.-0-t;tn . woi}d _dt;penlisA)ighly .in }lour leadenhip. . . , ·. . 

¾ ·, • ~- • ··' • • ~ ,~r .. ·,, Wit-IJ P.raYiers'"arl~~~ssiqgs, 
.,. '. ' • ':~}' ' · ,,- j,,,, ' ~ROHB'iSHG>P V A'.TCfffi>FrO:V:SEPIAN 

-~~ -,~: • ..i ,,. ,,,. :. ~ ... ,,. ~-' • ~ ..: :r.... .-a>RiMATE 
( 
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THE .WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 21, 1984 

Dear Archbishop: 

Thank you for writing the President. We 
appreciated the materials which you sent 
delineating the Resolution which your 
Assem_bly unanimously adopted. 

The Pre~ident deeply appreciates your 
thoughts and prayers for him. 

•sincerel 

The Most Reverend Vatche Hovsepian 
Primate of the North American 

Western Diocese of the Armenian 
Church 

1201 North Vine Street 
Hollywood, California 90038 

• 
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·- -.. · · .. . 

. .. . ·, . 
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. . . . : : . : 
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A1<.rner1iar1 CbaRcb o.i: NoRtb ArneRica WesteRn Diocese 

ARchbishop Vacc he Hovsepian, PRIIT.>aCe 

May 11, 1984 

!: 1.i -~·jHonourable Ronald Reagan, President 
;y{; · of the United States of America 

~ ., •: : The ·white House 

1
.,f · ; Washington, D. C. 20500 

X 

:f 

-
:.< 
.r 

Dear President Reagan: 

I have just returned from the Diocesan Assembly of the 
Western Diocese of the Armenian Church, held on May 4, 5, 1984, 
at -the St. John Armenian Apostolic Church in San Francisco. 

We were chagrined and thoroughly disturbed upon reading in 
the State Department's Bulletin,their position concerning the 
question of the Armenian Genocide of 1915. 

You have been close friends to many Armenians, in fact, 
I believe several of your friends are the survivors of the 
horrendous holocaust perpetrated upon us by ·the rulers of the 
Ottoman Empire. 

The Fifty-Seventh Diocesan Assembly of the Armenian Church 
of North America Western Diocese, again reaffirmed its allegiance 
to the United States Government and to the Constitution, and 
acted upon the issue of the treatment of the State Department 
on the question of the Armenian Genocide of 1915. 

I am pleased to enclose for your further enlightenment, 
the Resolution which was adopted unanimously at this Assembly, 
with the hope that the records of the United States Government 
.will be set straight and that truth and justice will be proclaimed . 

May the Holy Spirit bestow His Divine wisdom upon you and 
crown you with courage, since the destiny of our nation and the 
tranquility of the world depends highly in your leadership. 

AVH/arm 

enc, 

With Prayers and Blessings, 

~~-,~ 
ARCHBISHOP VATCHE HOVSEPIAN 
PRIMATE 
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ARmenian CbuRcb o..i: NoRCb ArneRica WesCeRn Diocese 

Ar.lcbbisbop Vaccbe Hovsepian, f-'i:irmace 

. R K s· o· L u T I O' N 

WHEREAS, . , , The Armenian people were subjected to the first 
genocide of the Twentieth (20th) Century on 
their historical territories in the Ottoman 
Empire; 

WHEREAS, They were the victims of _premeditated and organ
ized massacres and deportations during World 
War · r; 

WHEREAS, , .. The atrocities are well documented in English, 
Frerich, German, Turkish and other languages by 
such authors as Henry Morgenthau, former Am
bassador to the Ottoman Government, Historian 
Arnold Toynbee, Viscount James Bryce, and the 
press contemporary to t~e events; 

WHEREAS, The current Turkish Government that is the heir 
to the Ottoman Government, has denied the above 
events and tries to distort and rewrite the his
tory related to the Ottoman crimes against the 
Armenian people; 

WHEREAS, ... Under probable pressure by the Turkish authorities 
and for political expediency, sources from the 
State Department have on a number of occasions, 
referred to the ·massacres as "alleged and undocu
mente·d;" 

WHEREAS, . We as citizens of this great country of the United 
States enjoy and uphold the lib.erties guaranteed 
to us by our constitution and firmly believe in 
the principles of justice and freedom for all; 

WHEREAS, The denials of justice and the suppression of 
historical truths may lead to acts of desperation 
by certain elements; 

WHEREAS, , , , As a Christian Church, we consider i .t our sacred 
duty to uphold the truth and thus help prevent 
future genocidal acts and reiort t~ terrorism; 
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Be. it resolved that this Fifty-Seventh (57th) Assembly of the 
Western Diocese of the Armenian Church send the following 
message to Preiiderit Reagan, Gerirge Schulz, Secretary of State 
and Tip 0 1Neal; Speaker of the House: 

"We the delegates to the Fifty-Seventh (57th) Annual 
Assembly of the Western Diocese of the Armenian Church, 
convened at the St. John Armenian Apostolic Church·, 
San Francisco, California, on Saturday, May 5, 1984, 
under the pres·idency of the Diocesan Primate, Archbishop 
Vatche Hovsepian, and under the Cha·irmanship of Honour
able Justice Richard Ameri~n, California Court of Appeals, 
on this occasion of the sixty-ninth (69th) anniversary 
of the massacres, deplore the recurrent refererices in 
the State Department to the massacres and deportations 
of a million-and-a-half Armenians during World War I, 
as "alleged" and "undocumented," in spite of voluminous 
documentations in the archives of the State Department, 
and survivors' testimonies, and urge our President and 
State Department to set the records straight and give 
due recognition to the tragedies of the Armeriian people 
and not give in to foreign pressures for political ex-
pediency." · 

May 11, 1984 
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May 31. 1984 THE CALIFORNIA COURIER 

Pres. Reagan's Party 
Recognize·s Genocide 

WASHINGTON - Despite 
the Reagan administration's re
luctance to publicly recognize 
the 1915 Genocide as factual, 
'' Armenian Martyrs Day,'' and 
'' Armenian .Independence 
Day" again . are officially 
acknowledged and listed in the 
1984 GOP "Guide to Nat
ionality Observances." 

Tlie foreward in the 35-page 
brochure, published by the 
National Republican Heritage 
Groups Council, is co-signed by 
Frank J. Fahrenkopt, Jr., 
chairman of the Republican 
National Committee. The 
organization is an official 
auxiliary of the Republican 
National Committee. 

The following is the back
ground text of the two Amie
nian observances - April 24 
and May 28 - that appeared in 
the GOP guide: 

· April 24 - Armenian Mar• 
tyrs Day: On 24 April 1915, 
the Turkish Government began 
the massacre of its Armenian 
subjects, a heinous event 
which, before its conclusion in 
1918,. took more than one-half 
million lives. This universally 
condemned blood bath was 
the first genocide of the Twen
tieth century and emboldened 
Hitler to coqunit genocide 
against Europe's Jews, Poles 
and other people. 

May 28-· _: .Armenian lnde• 
deqce Day: Proclaimed in 1918, 
Armenia's independence was 

short-lived since it was in
corporated into the Soviet 
Union in 1921. The date is 
nonetheless celebrated by 
Armenians living outside the 
Iron Curtain and by Arme
nians of a now-subjugated 
people whose history · can be 
traced back more than two 
thousand years. JI / 
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H a1r1k1 an -~R:eleas·e·d 
fr Om\~ 0 Viet r,, r ;~~o-n ·; 

PARIS - Paruyr Hairikian, the 
Armenian 'dissident . from Soviet 
Armenia, .has been· released' from · 
prison according to a report issued · · · 

· by the La Resistance ·quarterly · 
magazine in its spring ·edition. -' · · . 
- The magazine said Hairikian was 

released from jail upon the comple-
tion of his prison term. · . 

Hairikian has been arrested and 
imprisoned several times since . · 
1968 because of his involvement in · · · 
the formation of the National Uni- ·· 
ty Party •. , .. ,. ·-'~- --·. ,; , '"' ,· .. ·· .. ... 
· The NUP, formed in 1966 · by . ' 
Hairilcian and others, advocated the ·: . 
independence of Soviet Armenia · .. 

· through the utilization of the rights . • · . . 
granted by the constitution of the ,: ·;. ' PA_RUYR ~I~-~;<~-I 
USSR. The NUP also called for the ., views and activities •. ' . ·~· . . '. ; 
reunification of Soviet Armenia and . · Hairikian returned to Soviet ' 
the Armenian lands occupied by Annenia"in Feburary of 1973 after · 
Turkey. _. · .· -;s· _- .. : he ·was released form prison. · 

. Hairikian, ix;rn in 1949, -wata . 
However, in April ot 1973 he ~as · 

student at the Poly Technical In• arrested and imprisoned because he . 
stitute in Yerevan when he became · was five minutes late for a meeting :. 
involved with NUP. He became the 

_ secretary general , of the , NUP in with his probation officer. . . . 
· , This time he was sentenced to · 

l968· · .,, . · ~ ! · : ' -: ·••. · :1
1

' ' · ·_ . · seven years of hard labor and three ·' 
In 1969;·Hairikian was arrested · yea~ of exile in 1974. When his .! 

in Yerevan for distributing pam- prison term was near its completion · .. 
phlets containing the program of_ in 1980 he was accused of having .: 
.the NUP and other brochures call- "corrupted" his superior in prison 
ing for the reunification of Soviet. and ' was · given an additional 
Armenia with the Armenian lands sentence. He . was finally released. 
occupied by Turkey. In 1970, he_.- . early this year. After serving 10 

'. . was sentenced to four years of hard . . .. years in .. prison for , his political ' 
labor in Moldavia for his political ,. be~e_fs ~ .'. , · -. ., · ·:.,' ~::-;--Asbarez ., 

. • •- ' • • ·:- : ~~ • I • .. • : ; • : • • ·, ' l • • ,- ~ 
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·Sen. _Bi!I Bradley 
D .e fends_ ·.A.rm e n-i a ris 
FAIRLAWN, NJ - In an address 

. given at the Diocesan Assembly 
Banquet on May 5, Sen. Bill 
Bradley of New Jersey paid an elo
quent tribute to the Armenian 

· genocide, and stood boldly in 
defense of historical truth and 
human dignity.· 

Sen. Bradley was hbnored by the 
Diocese of the Armenian Church as 
its "Friend of the-Armenians,'' and 
was presented the "Friends" · 
award by the Primate, Archbishop 
Torlcom Manoogian . 
. . "Unfortunately as a people and· · 
a government, ~e Ameicans· have . 
a tendency to forget about history: 
I think this is dangerous,'' the 
Senator said. • "Scrupulous and 
unblinking attention to historical 
record is essential ifwe are to avoid 
the tragedies of the past. It is here 
that the Armenian Genocide is a 
compelling example." 

"Notwithstanding the in
disputable facts - that over 1.5 
million Annenians were massacred 
by Turkish . Ottoman· authorities, . 
that it was a .carefully executed 
government plan of genocide - the 
Turkish government consistently 
denies that these actions constituted 
genocide," stated Sen. Bradley. 

Regardless of Turkey's view, . 
there is no excuse for any equivoca
tion on the part of the United States 
government! I was appalled to learn 
the State Department : had call
ed the fact of the Armenian· 
Genocide into question. The AmlC
.nian . Genocide has been 
documented, affirmed and reaf. 
firmed for over six decades and it 
has been the policy of the United 
States to acknowledge these events 
. . . notwithstanding Turkey's 

_strategic importance to NA TO and 
the United States, there is no ra
tionale' for the State Department's 
about-face on the Armenian 
.Genoc1de. 

BILL BRADLEY 

"If there iii any truth to the ·claim 
that the State Department has 
· cooperated with the government of 
Turkey in a futile and shameful at· 
tempt to ·change· history, then this 
is a national disgrace," ·said Sen. 
Bradley, calling for Armenians to 
be politically active. He also ex
plained his reasons for sponsoring 
Senate Resolution 241, which af. 
firms the historical fact of the ·, 
Armenfan Genocide. 

The Senator referred to Hitler's 
oft-quoted ..comment, "Who 
remembers the Armenians," which 
Hitler used as a rationale before his 

:own efforts to annihilate the Jews. I 
.·"In accepting this award, I want to · j 
say to you and commit to you and 
say proudly that as an American, 
I want to be able to say loudly and 
unabiguously in response to that 
question of 'Who Remembers?' 
that we do." '· 

/-'• ./. - , . ·/I. 
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RAINBQW COALITION ...:::_· The "Jesse j~c~o~· •caiiipaign. Com- . 
~ittee (Pasadena Chapter) held a public rally at the Armenian 

· Center fn Pasadena; May 19 .. Jackson was introduced to the crowd 
· bf William Paparian oii behalf of the Armenian Center. Jackson 

'expressed support forthe Armenians and c~ndemned Turkey for the 
Genocide. · ·· : · " · :--,.1.: . . .:...California Courier Photo 

• - •-'r r·••~ : : ,i.lr't •, •.'' :"-,.., •l·~•• • •,. . - ,.,. 
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-------By Harut Sass__ounian .. 
• ' . . . _;;, , ....... ~ ~-:·. -i t_,.,. i ~ 

During the past three years, .since the Reagan Administratio~ 
came to power, the Armenian community in the United States 
has · been su~jected to an .increasing degree of harassment 
and -intimidation by' those in power. Tliese anti-Armenian acts ' 

<./.·· have takeit ,. inany forms · and ' are 
; ' · practiced ·. by. various i governmental 
.·J. agencies. · · ·.- ' · · ' 
· _

1
;,, • This Administration. unfortunately_ 

• .. , has not distinguished · . between ! 
' ·those Armenian who are pursuing · 

. • ',the C_ause (Hye Tad) through peace- t 
. · ful and} egal means ► and th~se,. who~ 

.'· . have . reso$d . to violence. The 
~ ~ :. pretext · of stopping ~rrorism tannot 
· ·' :, justify the denial of the Genocide ·, 
· ·and the violations ·of the civil rights 

of • law-a~iding . . htmenian-Ameri-
' ~s. . ., ·, _ .... 

; : : · Reprinted below is a list of these 
violations as recently presented 

. to the . Platform Committee of the 
Democratic Party by Leon Kirakosian, the Chairman of the Anne.: 
nian National Committee, . Western Region. Almost every item . 
listed be,ow should be the subject of civil rights lawsuits in. order · 
to put an immediate end to these clearly illegal activities against 
the Armenian cQmmunity. · · . . : . :"- . •, · · )_ . · . . C { ..... •,· .. •. ·.· ,. . 

statements iienying the historicai fact ·of the -Genocide: State ·De
partment Bulletin in' August of 1982; and Statement made to Con-

" ... Recently, the State Department orchestrated the ' gressman Coelho recently by Lewis Murray of the State Depart-
blockage of House Joint Resolution 247 which would have desig- ment that "the genocide has not been documented." 
nated April 24, 1984, as a: national day of remembrance of man's They are further distorting the facts by saying that' Armenian 
inhumlmity to man. Congressman Tony Coelho stated in the Con- terrorists use the genocide as a pretext in an !l,ttempt to destablize 
gressional RecQrd that the State Department argued against the Turkey, a NATO ally. By trying to link the acts of a few Armenians . 

· bill by calling it irresponsible because it would encourage terror- 1 and ignoring the historical roots of the Armenian people, the Ad-
ism. . ministration is trying to claim that the Armenians have now become 

. In Junt! 1983, Catholicos Karekin II, was repeatedly denied the , the aggressors instead of the victims. . 
diplomatic courtesy of meeting President Reagan .unless his Holl- · ····';·with your help, the above ci~ problems could be eliminated 
ness issued a statement denouncing.terrorism. This is like asking the . · by: · · · 
Pope to denounce the Red Brigade and is . outrageous as it is I Providing access to Armenian-Americans by encouraging 
insulting to demand such a statement from. such a religious figure. I their involvement in the shaping of policy. · • . . . 
Finally, through much opposition, wisdom did prevail and a, brief . Making appointments of Armenian-Americans in · the Depart• 
meeting between the two took place: ·, J · - , . ment of Justice and State and United Nations; Making an affirmative 

In February 1984, Barry Zorthian, \ a prominent Armenian- •• 1 statement at'.the Democratic National Convention recognizing the 
American was fJred from his position as an ex~tive of Gray & Co., -Armenian Genocide and the resolution of the Armenian Cause; 
a large public relations firm. According to a story in the Washington Encouraging Armenian activism and not linking it with terrorism; 
Post, the firing took place at the request of the Turkish •Embassy, and Push for the United States to ratify the Convention on the Pre-
a client of-Gray & Co .. because Zorthian had stated in an interview / vention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.'' · ·. _ _ /,, 
that he was committed to the Armenian Cause. Bob Gray, an __;_£( 
intimate of President Reagan and his adn:µnistration , . stated that 

. he checks out much of his information about Turkey and . its con
cerns from CIA Director William Casey. 

· Such atti~de of the Administriltion set the tone of the public's 
image of the Armenian community in general. In the· minds of ., 
many Americans, ~he word "Armenian" is now automatically ·: 
associated with the word ''terrorist.'' As in the cue of Barry Zorth: '; 
ian, the climate is right for discrimination against the Armenians ,: 
on many levels. · , . · ,. 

This air of hysteria created by the Reagan Administration · 
has prompted the FBI and local police to engage in questionable . 
searches and other civil rights abuses within the Armenian co~- -. 
munity: , 

Two representatives from the Armenian community in Los 1 

Angeles were denied admittance to a World Affairs Council lun
cheon, even though· they purchased their tickets. One of the · in- ·1-
dividuals was a member of that organization. This was the result • 
of the intervention by Secret Service personnel at the luncheon. , 

The Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department has admitted 
that the department has an internal memo which directs Los ,Angeles ·· 
sheriffs to call the FBI and all intelligence units in the Los Angeles · 
area whenever an Armenian is arrested for possession of a weapon. 

During routine _criminal investigations, FBI agents have threa- , 
tened deportation if the individuals refused to cooperate. 

• Members of the Armenian community have been detained 
and fingerprinted when attending trials of friends, the probable ~::~ =~x::;Z:~:::t~~t t s~s~ ~!11ch ~h~y ~~~ ~~g:1: 

Two boys of one family were arrested four ·hours after their · 
parents had posted bail for an Armenian. ,. · · ' •' 

Such abuses tend to isolate the Armenian community as out
siders and are increasingly mistrusted. Furthermore, such actions t 
fuel resentment against American governmental institutions such 
as the FBI, the State Department, ·tocal police and tlie political q 

. system in general. Such resentments is the breeding ground for 
the type of violent activity .the Administration . claims it is ·trying 
tostop. · · ' · . . t "~ 1 .. _. ,.:::,:",' '· ---. ': , , 

The ) Reagan Adininistration is ·attempting ·· to negate the · 
heritage of the Armenian community by, distorting and . casting 
doubts upon the historical facts of the Armenian Genocide. · - -~ 
· ' , . . the State Department twice in.the. last ~wo years, .has made . . . . ,- ,, 
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{ '._TEHRAN -_:~ ? The .,lslam_ic E<fucation had not allo~ed Anne-· 
=- government of Iran closed down 15' nian students attending Armenian 

. _~ Armenian day schools in Tehran . - schools Jo sµ:idy religion in their 
last month despite strong protests' . native tongue: Thousands 'of Anne-

: from the Armenian community.and nian students, in protest; refused to 
.: Archbishop Aniak Manouldan, the· take the year-end relgioil exams in 

Primate of the Armenian Apostolic the Iranian language. _.· . 
_<:;liurcb of Tehran; :ki:~: ./,r' ',{ :,.: .. -. -· , ·- ,. .' · : __ ... 

_J,;.The . archbishop sent telegrams _ 
1 

_Those with contacts in Iran liave 
arid personally· met with high level ·· observed that the increasing 

· Iranian officials to arrange for the . pressure on the Armenian schools 
- reopening of- the sc~ools. Several and the community stems from a· . 

Armenian. instructors · have been · desire to appease the government . 
removed from their positions and of Turkey, Jran's major trading 
replaced by ·Iranians. "".,,·: . partner. Even though the Annenian-. 

In recent months,.the Ministry of school problem has been in ex-
_;:.-:::...~.~ .. , ·;;,r: . ., ............. ,:. ..... t~ :, · istence for some time, recent acts 

of -violence perpetrated against 
1 

· Turkish diplomats in Tehran by 
· : Armenian individuals have exacer~ J 

bated the situation. ·:· . 
• -; _ ,.,,_., e:-i-.:.. ;J:- ~ -•. - .--,.s,;, 

, :iA stricter control of Armenian 
·, ~- · activities -; in · Iran :Was certainly 

. discussed during the recent visit to 
.. Tehran ofTurgut Ozal, the Turkish 

Prime Minister. ·The Iranian 
government subsequently banned 
all public commetl)orations of the 

-- Genocide in Iran on April 24. ·,. j 
' .. ,· . ' ~ 
~~ ,.a;i d k .. ~ ~ 'li...:iJ ,;._~ 
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-~-- ~2irmeiia1is-;i, ,n-tio .. n·e·d ·in··. First~.ladyc·arter'.s _Bo·ok · 
~ ·-~ ""':" ·- -~ ·: . .;~~r r-,..1! ,'.. i~ .v1 ~t.:•:;;.--·•~ :... . ..... <f"- .... ~:'t,.,; : ·~- · . - - ,, - ·, _; . ' : .' • ' • • • ~ • --~ t-; .. -· ' 
-~ :P.½JNS -:. ¥ITienian }\men--;~;. · Mrs. Carter ..Y.~tes:, ~e also ; ·· Set Momjian fiad ·specifically 
.. cans ~re mentioned in .. the new --.welcomed ethn~ groups, mclud- ·.asked Rosalynn to mention Ar-
Jli~~ bf:Jri~~( firsj ~~~y, -~ .053:-,; yig t~e Armenian Ame~cans, an- ~·menians · in ~ef ~9ok. '.At 'ihe . 
. ,, fynn G_~er wl4ch has Just been _· ·other. first . . The ~emans were · breakfast at his home, Rosalynn 
~ rel:as7d'. ··;Mrs~ .. tart~r's ,book, .· great ~upporte~s of Jm_uny's. hu- asked .. Set ~~he was pleased. "tm. 

_'..'"First Lady From Pla1ns," refers · man· nghts policy, havmg suffer- . extremely pleased,..all Armenians· 
_ ~to. the .~ holocaust" . suffered by ~ ed a holocaust ~~_mselve_s. We : will be pleased. We have a special' 
F-:Pi~. }Armenian people . and the . enj?yed .the dar-they wer~ there, place in our hearts f?r the First,. 

_support_ '·for President Carter's eatmg Armeman food m the Lady from Plains." · '. - : . . '." 
~. ·human righ.ts policy shown ;by ~East Room and singing Armen- --=..:_,.~:.;.;.;.,.,,.~ .... - \.!,..~- ..,;."'""' .. ~ 
".c:\~ -~~ni~ ~meri~ans. ·.i :-tl ~ :·;·i~n so~gs.: ~p~ge,.2~~~- . , . : ·. J. J 

,'Jo .... . ·.,.. - • -~ ~ • ~-·. • , _ • ., a..-.- ...., ,-- .,,.... -.,., • .,. .:... • . Y .. ·~•Y .. _ . ·:. .. .,,.. ·'" " 
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EDITORIAL---------
•·· 

!i-ffl'eniCln lndepelld~nce: ! 

( The ·Spi._rit Of-May 28' · 1 
• I • 

~-----By Haru_t -Sassounian 

• The 66th anniversary of the creation of the F~ Republic of Annenia , 
came and went on May 28 with much fanfare in qne segment of the com
munity, while another segment remained silent: ·Toe · largest segment, 

' however, ignored the Independence Day either because they were never· 
educated about the historic events of 1918 or because as the community 
becomes assimilated, · the . spii:it of living in one's independent l 

· . homeland is dampened with time. ' 
. The May 28 celebrations unfortunately ha~e been · 
enbroiled m partisan politics in the past. For years, ~ 
the pro and anti-Soviet Annenia factions battled '. 
over which in<lependence day to celebrate. The l 
ARF side celebrated May 28, the anniversary of 
the establishment of the short-lived Free Republic 
of Annenia from 1918 to 1920. The ADL-AGBU . 
group celebrated November 29, the establishment 
of Soviet Armenia in 1920.' These dates were oc
casion.s during which the factional struggle came 
to the forefront. The ARF. was accused of talciJ;lg 
a position against the current Soviet Republic of 
Annemia by continuing to celebrate the anniver- : 
sary of the former Free Republic of Armenia. . . 
_ On the other hand, those who celebrated , 
November 29 were accused of supporting the Com-

munist take-over of Armenia. The publishers of the Armenian "Phoenix'' · 
newsletter back in 1971, for example, likened the celebration of the 
establishment of Soviet Armenia to ''the victim celebrating her own rape 
with the rapist an honored guest (if not host) at the party." 

In recent years, as the inter-communal conflict has begun to cool off, 
there have been positive gestures by all sides. The heroic battles of Sar
darabad, Bashabaran and Gharalcilise against the Turkish armies of 1918 
which led to the creation of an independent Armenia are now celebrated 
in Soviet Armenia. The·government of Soviet Armenia 11as· now erected -
large monuments to recall these historic battles. · 

The ARF, on the other hand, rather than rej~g-the existence of Soviet 
Armenia, has viewed it as the .continuation of th~ 1918 Republic under 
a different regime. Wit,hout the establistµnent of the Free Republic in 1918, 
there may not even have been today a Soviet Armenia. · · 

• • f • 

Although most of these factional disagreements are behind us, as a 
community in the diaspora, we still have an overwhelming collective pro
blem. How do we ensure that the successive generations of'Armenians 
born in the distant corners of the earth keep the flame of independence 
and the yearning for a homeland alive in their. hearts. · 

Many Armenians have a basic misunderstanding about the true nature 
of the Armenian Cause. The Armenian Genocide is often viewed as the 
crux of the Armenian Cause. In fct, the Annenian Question existed.fong .. 
before the Genocide of 1915. The struggle for a free and independent Arme- · 
nian homeland is a real issue. Soviet Armenia is only a small portion of 
our histori~ homelan~, most of ~hich ~mains occupied in Turkey. 

, The ·narks, very shrewdly, are able to divert the discussion regarding 
the Armenian . Cause from the Homeland issue to whether there was a 
Genocide or not. We keep fight.ing the false issues raised by Turkey rather 
than putting forward our o~ issues. We are allowing~ Turks to choose 
the agenda. They know that as long as they keep denying the Genocide, . 
Armenians. will spend all their energies on trying to prove the Genocide 
and ignore all other demands. Should the Turks one day admit to the 
Genocide, we would be so exhausted by then that many of us will feel . 
satisfied that at last we ,have resolved the Annenian issue.'' 

The feal issue is the homeland regardless of whet,her or not we would 
personaily choose to return to Annenian one day when it is liberated. To- ,: 
day over 160 countries have their own homeland. Annenians are depriv- ,i 
ed of the right to live in a land _they can call their own. The key difference 

· between the Jewish Holocaust and the Annenian Genocide is that Arme-· -' 
nians along with.suffering the great human losses, _they were driven out 
of their ancesttal homeland of 3,000 years. . . 

-. • ' ii 

For Armenians.an independent homeland is not a luxury. It is a necessi- , 
ty. We cannot remain Armenian very long in the diaspora without our col- ·' 
1ecuve existence on · our own lands. For us, our struggle for self-

. . detennination and independence is a struggle for our survival as a culture, 
race and ~pie. ;·• r~ ~ -. ti~- ·: l :.· . ..; ,~ · _, · -~ ·· 
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Armenians.Pleased lWith 
'84 Dernocr8tic·Platforl11 

SAN FRANCISCO - The 
representatives of the Armenian 
National Committee returned from 
the Democratic National Conven
tion convinced that the position and 
~on adopted by the Democrats 

· "can be helpful to the advancement 
of the Atmenian Cause in the · 
U.S." 

The Democratic Platfonn stated 
. that the Democratic President "will -

seek U.S . . ratification of the 
9enocide Convention . . . as well 
as the establishment of a U .N. High 
Commissioner for Human Rights." 

The Platfonn further says that 
the President • 'will fulfill .the spirit 
as well as the letter of our legisla

., .. tion calling for the -depial of 
' military and economic assistance to 

governments· · ·at · systematically 
violate Human Rights." , 

A specific reference to the Arme
nian genocide is included in the 
recommendation of the Democratic 
Council on Ethnic-Americans. The 
recommendations, which were sub
Qlitted to the Platfonn Committee, 
read, "Armenian-Americans . 
r~member violation of Human 
Rights between 1915 and 1923 
when one and a half million Arme
nians were exterminated and 
another half-million were 
deported." 

Senator Dennis DeConcini 
(Ariz.-D), the co-chainnan of the 
Democratic Council on Ethnic
American, during a press con
ference at th~, ~onvention ,stated, ,, 
"it is our feeling that during the ·, 
month of July we recognize our na
tion's declaration of independence 
and self-detennination, and reaf
finn our commitment to persons 
around the world still seeking the ; 

Plane Lands In 
Front of House 
WOODLAND HILLS -

Susan Kassabian was making 
coffee when she heard a 

• noise outside, which turned 
. out to be a plane at the curb 
in front of her home in a 
residential Woodland, ,Hills 
neighborhood. 

. · A small private plane that 
had encountered engine trou
ble but was unable to return 
to Van Nuys Airport cash- · 
_ landed safely in the quiet 
neighborhood. There were . 
no injuries to the five people · 
aboard. 

When the plane landed in · 
the yard, it bounced, clipped 
the top of the fence, caught 
its tail in tree branches and 
nosed onto narrow Lubao 
Road, outside Kassabian's 
house. 

Kassabian said she '· 
screamed and ran to call the 

· police and fire departments. 

realization of the ideals in their own · 

occupation of Northern Cyprus 
since 1974, the Platfonn calls on · 
the Democratic President to utilize. 
all available U.S. foreign Policy 
instruments and play an active, in
stead of a passive, role . .' . to 
achieve removal of Turkish troops, 
the return of refugees, re
establishment of the integrity of the 
Republic of Cyprus and respect _for . 
all citizens' Human Rights on, 
Cyprus. ' ... 1 

' 

· The ANC representatives attend- · · 
· ed at the convention a dozen dif- . 

ferent functions and met with · 
leaders of ethnic, human rights, 
and foreign affairs groups. They · 
participated in private luncheons 
and meetings with the leadership of 
the Democratic Party:· 1 

The Chainnan of the. House 
Foreign Affairs Committee Dante 

· Fascell remarked that it seemed as 
though there was an Annenian at 

· every function he attended. U.S. 
Senator Dennis DeConcini of 
Arizona asked ANC represen
tatives to participate· in a special 
meeting to fonn a coalition groups 
interested in human rights and 
issues of concern - of ethnic 
Americans. · 

Th~ ANC hosted a . hospitality 
land." reception at the landmark "Orient 

A similar expression is included Express'' restaurant. The list of in-
in the Platfonn. • 'The Democratic . vitees included such dignitaries as 
Party believes that whether it is in · the presidential nominees, Speaker 
reponse to totalitarianism in the "Tip" O'Neill, Rep. Ferraro, Rep. 
Soviet Union or repression in the Coelho, Connecticut Secretary of 
Latin America and East Asia, to Sta~e . Ju)ja Tashjian .and New 
apartheid in ,South Africa or mar-• Jtampshire Gubernatorial candidate · 
tial law 111 Poland . , . the Foreign Chris Spirous. · 
policy of the U.S. must be un- The .ANC requested that it be · 
mistakenly on the side of those who allowed to testify at the Republican 
love freedom." . ., . , Platform hearings to be h~ld in ~ 

As for the Turkish invasion and _ Dallas, Aug. 1~. :, •. /J 

. j ,,, I .. ..,.,, • ' ' • 

CONVENTION - ANC Executive Director Berdji Karapetlan, left, with . 
Democratic Council on Ethnic Americans member, Julia Tashjian (Conn., ", 
Sec. of State) and co-chairpersons: Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur (D- · l 
Ohio) and Senator Dennis DeConcini (D-Ariz.), after press conference ; l 
on the ~mocratic Platfo(lll of -~984. , · : 
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Ferraro Attac~s Turkey 
~ .nd St~te Departri.lent · ·, 

J, ,, - .. . . '. . . ' 

WASHINOTON, D.C. failure to act on the reports of the 
Geraldine Ferarro, the vice massacre while it was taking 
presidential candidate on the place . . .· · · 
Democratic ticket and a con- : "In recent months, we have seen 1 

gresswoman from New York, · ··our own State Departm~nt bow to 
criticized both the Turkish pressure from the Turkish govem-
Genoci~e of the Armenians and the ment and retreat from the decades-
U.S. State Department for not old positon of ·our government 
acknowledging it, in a recent acknowledging the fact of the 
speech in the House of Armenian genocide. So we must 
Representatives. know the truth, and we must help . 

After describing the details of the others now it. ' ' 
massacres, she said, "While the Ferraro ended her speech, urg-
Turkish government bears respon- ing the U.S. ratification of the U.S. ' 
sibility for the murder of a million Convention on the Prev~ntion and 
and half innocent people, the rest Punishment of the Crime of 
of the world must account for its Genocide. , , r 
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EDITORIAL 

THIS~ 
·& THAT 

By George Mason 

DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION 

. ' 

It seems clear to me that the Democrats at the party's national con-
vention did not represent the thinking and makeup of the nationwide 
membership. • · 

· It must be very difficult for the rank-and-file member of the 
Democratic Party to have to sit before his television set and see his 
"representatives" deliberating in San Francisco. The fact is that the 
majority of the Party is rather conservative - yet the majority at the 
convention were rather liberal. The average Democrat wants a strong 
military, he wants moderation in the civil rights movement, and he 
isn't too interested in such matters as gay rights, women's lib, and 
the like . 

Most Democrats are not interested in a nuclear freeze and most 
democrats do not want us to get out of El Salvador unilaterally without 
some kind of withdrawal by the Cubans and Russians. 

UNFORGIVALBE SIN 

In other words, it seems to me that the leadership of the Party has 
committed the unforgivable error of putting distance between it and 
its following. · · 

When George McGovern ran the Party he lost by a landslide because 
he was too far to the left of his followers. The same thing happened 
to the Republicans when Barry Goldwater led the Party and was too 
far to the right of the rank and file. · 

When New York Governor Mario Cuomo electrified his audience 
with his keynote speech, he did it by harkening to the traditional 
Democratic values. The tragedy for the Democrats, in my opinion,~ 
is that both candidates are certified, card-carrying liberals and saddl,f 
ed with (><>Sitions on the issues that are not · really mainstream" 
Democratic positions. •, 

G.O.P. GOT A GIFT 

If the Republicans blow this one, they will have no one to blame 
but themselves. They received a wonderful gift from the Democrats. · 
They got a weak, rather lack-luster opponent. They got a competing 
platform_ to the left of not only the mainstream America but even j 
of mainstream Democrats .. And they got a candidate strongly identified 1 

With the Carter Administration - one that rightly. or wrongly is perceiv
f<l as the most weak and ineffectual of the Post World War II era. 

~LONGWAY BABY 
: 

The reception by the nation of Geraldine Ferraro, the Democratic 
vice presidential candidate really has been an eye~pener for me. 

The fact that this is the first woman to seek such office doesn't • 
seem to cause a ripple in the nation. She will be judged as a person 
-not as a woman. This indicates that the women's movement really 
~s made great headway in re-educating both men and women to avoid • 
considering gender in ~valuating the ability of an individual. 
' There is, perhaps,.one other factor. I called the most chauvinistic 

Armenian I know to get his reaction to the Ferraro nomination. ''Why 
should I be upset about a woman vice president when we already had 
a woman President?" he asked. "We never had a woman President." 
Being a good straight man, I replied, "Oh y_eah. What about Rosalynn 
Carter?" , , , •,. · 

~ 



ARMENIAN NATIONAL. COMMITTEE 
Central Office: 

212 STUART STREET, BOSTON, MASS. 02116 • TEL. (617) 426-9842 

Mr, Michael Cotter 
Office of Turkish Affairs 
U.S. Department of State 
Washington, D,C. 

Dear Michael: 

March 8, 1983 

Enclosed are the minutes of our last meeting. Please 
excuse the delay in preparation. We will be contacting you 
to meet in the next few weeks, In the interim, please keep 
us informed and in mind to prove our input. 

We remain 

jm 
Enclosure 
cc: Jack Burgess 

Very truly yours, 

ARMENIAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE 

. a~~~ ~1-----
Aram Kailian 
Chairma.n 

Offices in: Los Angeles •Toronto• Buenos Aires• London• Paris• Athens• Beirut• Teheran 



Memorandum 
To: t'-'i r. P-. iche al Cott e r, A tJC File 
:)at e : FP.bru ary 22, 1983 

RE : 'C>epartme nt of St ate r--;e eting h eld Nove mbe r 11, 1983 

Participants: Micheal Cotter - Office of Turkish Affairs 
John Farr - Junior Officer 
Gary ::::vereklian - ANC Washington Rep. 
Aram l(ailian - P.NC Chairman , Sastern Region USA 

DISCFSSION: 

' 

The above referenced meeting was held in orde r to continue the 
dialogue with the Department on issues discussed at the September 14 
meeting. 

Specific items discussed were as follows: 

1. State Department " Alleged Statement" ( "Note" August 82 " Bulletin") 

The AJ:JC informed r-:r. Cotter that since the "Note II had been nublished 
in the State Department's official publication on Foreign Policy: we had 
othe r alternative but to do whatever was within our means to change this 
position. We also ad d e d that there were very obvious "alleged reference§" 
add ed to the original draft rep ort itse lf in the publishing which was very 
awkward (in terms of languag e) editing and amounted to overkill. Mr. Cotter 
responded that he understood our position. He p e rsonally felt that ~he 
r eport itself should have not b e en print ed in the first place. He also 
me ntioned that complaints reg a rding the content o f the article {by Turkish 
Off icials) had bee n r e c e ived and as a result the a ddit i onal "note" a ppeared 
in t he Sept e mber I ssue (which was included as p art o f the original draft 
rep o r t). 

2. Air Bas e Agreements with rrurkey 

The ANC asked if the reports of the new air bases in Turkey will upset 
the Gree ce/ rr urkey military aid balance and if ultimately ·Greece were con
sidered expe n d abl e f rom the standpoint of U. S . i nterests. · Mr. Cotte r re
marked that the bases h a d b e en e mpha s ized by the n ewsp apers. The agreement 
i s a NATO agreeme n t to tr2.nsfer U. S . a ircraft f rom here to NATO. The air 
bases were identifi ed i n t e rms o f t h o s e which cou l d t ake n e w aircr aft in 
time o f war according to ~ATO alert pro c edures . His personal guess was t hat 
the balance wa s not goi n g t o be u p s e t ( there would b e compensation). Both 
Gr eec e a n d T urkey are vital to !,TA'rO . With the !'-·'. i d - 8 ast i n a n unsettled 
s itu at ion an d the Sovi e t 's i n creased hoop st ren gth Mr. Cotter maintai ned 
t hat the bas e agreements are i n Gr eece ' s b est i n t eres t al s o. We asked i f 
t h is me ant that an R )F wo uld b e deployed i n the future f rom t hese bases . 
IIe ros pond.e rl that t h ere were no secret ag r eements a n d no d iscu ssions about 
an R !JF with Turke y at -th i s time although he f e lt that T u rkey would agre e 
t o an ~0F if the U . S . asked fo r it. 
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3. Turkish Consultat i v e Assembly ~e sol ution and 2hur c h Advisory Board 
Re solution 

The fu~C stated t h at the refere nced r e solution which was utilized by 
the Turkish government (thru its Smbassy, re: Elkedag's letter to congress
men) to di s courage congressional strateme nts in the record regarding the 
Ar menian Genocide showe d an obvious lack o f logic. "Armenian Terrorism" 
di d not create Armenian activism (political involvement). The lack of 
attention and concern to the long preceeding peaceful political efforts 
show that in reality the converse is true. He also pointed out that the 
church advisory board is just a vehicle created by the junta to circumvent 
or bypass the Patriarch and is utilized as a propaganda tool. 

4. Reports of the im.~igration of 3000 Afghan rebels and Turkomen to Van 
(historic Armenia·) for permanent resettlement 

The ANC expressed its concern that this resettlement may be part of 
an overall plan to complete the final stages of genocide (deny that the 
genocide ever happened and then show who lives on the disputed l ·ands). Mr. 
Cotter reported that there were 4,100 refugees involved, basically Afghans 
of Turkic origin such as Kurgas, Uzbeks, and Kyzeris and that not all went 
to the lake Van area. Some went there and others went to other areas not 
just eastarn Turkey. "There is no evidence that more are coming". 'l'he 
'l'urks have "problems assimilating these people" anyway; for instance "many 
are yak raisers and there are no yaks in Turkey". The intention is not an 
attempt on a large scale. It is not within the Turkish resources to do so. 
The expenses to transport the 4,100 were paid by the U. N. or the Red Cross. 

5. U.S. position on the Constituitional Question in Turkey 

The ANC asked Mr. Cotter what the U.S. thought about the sham of a 
"constituition" when 13 of the 15 who wrote the document were publically 
a gainst it and in light of the CSCE fact finding mission's report (despite 
its gross oversimplifications and understatements). He responded that he 
was aware that criticism of the document was banne d. However, he did not 
think that Evre n sees himself as a statesmen but more as a guardian of the 
republic. Religuous rights are still included and the main emphasis is to 
get Turkey on its fe e t economically. He conceded that the constituition 
has the potential of being repressive. He noted that Demiril did not 
oppose it even though 8cevit di d . We mentioned that the fact that opposition . 
was b anned , few who voted had read it, and that many Turk ish cit izens 
(especially academics) who are outside of Turkish borders do not want to 
return does not indicate that democracy is the real intent of this repressive 
cons tituition which no existing democ r atic c ount r y cou ~d e ver accept. 

6. Re port 

'.I'he A1':C expr essed i t s f ear t h at the i denti f iable Armenians in 'r urkey 
woul d ultimately b e re l egated to the status o f the Kurds and the Kurdish 
Q1.1est ion whe r e it is now a cr i me (punishabl e by imp ri s onme nt) to even men
t i o n that Kurds exist in Tur key . The repo r t c oupl ed with a report e d r e 
c ent q uot e of Cakir ( LA Turkish Consulat e Genera l) now show t he P,rmenian 
p opulat i on of Turkey down to 30 , 000 wh en t he previously accepted f igu re was 
50 , 000 deep ly conce r ns u s . ri r. Cott e r responded t h at the Turki sh attitud e 
is that a l l mos l e ms in Turkey are o n e therefore thG Kurds do not constitute 
a mi nority. Th i s "we are all Turks" position o r i ginates from the Lausanne 
'r n =•aty . Ue als o noted t hat a l t hough Ge r many has slacked o f f dis c u s s ing 
more a i d it cont inues with paymen t o f its principal commi ttrnent s . The other 
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major countr i es ( c.s::::£ ) except fo r France a re no l on ger vocally anti-Turkish. 

C()]\J ':LUS IO"t:: : 

Th e A~n again expressed it t h ank s fo r t he opport unity to share its 
con c e rns and views wi th Mr. Co t t e r. 

POSTSCRIPT : 

I n the middle of December 198 2 the ANC declined to meet with Diane 
Mc c lennan at the Office of Turkish Affairs .. regarding the "NOTE" issue. We 
informed h e r that we felt that Mr. Cotter was very much aware of our posi
tion and t h at we felt futu re discussion on the issue should take place with 
Department decision makers. We added that we would most certainly be in 
to see her and Mr. Cotter on othe r issues of concern to us. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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LOS .!ANGELES The : foreign countries, as 
Armenian National Committee, '"" Turk~}'? ·- ~ ~ . ~ 
Western Regien, 1announcedtits •: } · "·Is ·he an electable candidate 
support fo~ Democratic presi- . in the 1race . aglilnst President 

I dential cnadidate, Walter Ronald Reagan?!' · · . . 
Mondale .,for,.,the .. ,June --5 .Cali- . ,"(The -~pokesperson ·,said the 
fornia Democratic:primaey. ,, , ''AiNC' belie.ves that ,the , U:S. 

--;-The •ANC spokesperson :said · ~ust •_retai~ ,its ,_power·Jand· its 
this ,endorsemertt ·was ,based on t/ ·,leader.ship ,,in ·th~ ;wor,ld ?-com~ 
several meetings between. ·the : munity ·sg t hat ·peace _.,and 
ANC at1d ·Monale ,during ,which -justice is assured for ,all . .,.,• ,,. · 
-the fomner . .vice president ,ex- .,1' .. ~How:evel','Ha);pew~nµl:: U.S.· 
pressed his • .'.full support 1of the . should ·not · entail ' friendship 
Armenian . peQple." aMondale~ ', and alliances with <co1µ1tries . 
also·expressed-his1sensitivity·on - which have coqsistently .vio
the subject· of the Armenian · Jated the •human ,1'ights of ,its· 
Genocide during ,a number of ·people and 'Which ,have· com
public appearances' ,aorganized initted :~temational crimes 
by the.ANC. · •· • that have gone 1unabcoutitea for 

'.1Although there are; .. several , ·iaddechhe ANC spokesperson. 
well-qualified ,t.candidates.·,:who . ·-,~The ANC said .that .Mendale 
are·~also,r,unning,tin1;the •Demo- has attac~e"1 the'· . 'Reagan 
cratic .. ;presiderttiiiL ,primaey, .. " acbninistrat1on · and •the 'State 
Mondale . •surpasses ,them,rdn ,Department- ., f9r: ·:their ·, .com-
his ,qualifications as ,a.,.,presi- plicity in a tempting 1.to deny · 
dential.r candidate,.': ~according> •the · Genocide and" distort the 
to-the•ANC. .,. , ·. -, · . u , • facts of ,the. Geno¢ide . per-

In _dete_r;niining , its .: endorse- petrated by the 1[1urliish .govern-
ment, the iANC said . it used •ment-in 191-5. , -
the fol\owing criteria: ,,., ,. ii - 0,The AN€ encouraged all . 

"Is ·the candiflate strongly ·· .. · Armenians . •·•t9, ·exercise· :their 
committed :to· . humati •rights t pQli~ical ,and,'civic Buty~to vote 
and 1social 'justicEi, including•th'e · ·for' ·Mondale <~in ' the · Jun~. •5 
At-meilian 'Cause? , . . i. •J -· • daliforniir primary;'" I , ' . . 

''Does he appreciate the .., ~ ·~ ;. ' 
ethnic '}tliversity .-:of ' America,·) 
of ,whicW,Armeniahs are .-a part' 
of, and is h e_ willing to give 
a •fair share of the ·opportunities 
eiristing t<l tht=rrrlr • .1.: '. '. · 

,. 'Will 0h'e ·re'fuse·· io: 'COm

·pron'lise ; ;'.the j 'cleals · and . the. 
principles"'~·upon·,. ,.\vhich ·. the .,. 
U.S. was founded on 'for · 'the 
sake of ·political expediency and 
questionable alliance ' with 
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.SAlCRA,M-ENIJ:O ''~ In 'what· 
may be r-; the ·_first ·open sp1it 
with the ·White House, ,Gover-,· 
nor George Deukmejian issued 
a ·stateinent,1str.ongty criticizing 
th:e Reagan··:Aciministr.ation for 
its ,opposition ·to. the ·•Gongres
sionah ,,·.Res0lutrons · -0on .-tlte 
Armenian Genocide, .. . ·" 

In answer .to '.a •;queey by 
The California Courier , the 
Govero,or J,~im.r.esse.d hi~,..'. 'tqt~l' ' 
disagreement with th0se ad
vising . the · President on ":the 
negative effect of these :resol 
lutiQns · :o_n US!:1$,rkish rela
tions . 

. The GoY.emor's statement 
f.eads; .• W) ha!l .qeen~ ·i:i iw~ed 
that:- tpe\ An.in!l~l :r.,i'A,'r_meniib1 
'National i,,"-I)ay ·or., emem
brance' Rest;1lution :tailecf:n ' $.s~ 

· ing in the.~ .. G0rigres~ ••1:>~c : ;e 
of oppos ition': by . 'th~ _ ? ate 
Departmerit. 4'he' · aepart-ment ':s ' 
objection is not in ·· keeping 

, with ;th :?rEis:id~nt'~J @ i )n¢ld "" 
"'1f{/ci g;_r1n'iQ ~0, :,~~ 'ttm er,-iain~-
. ·Gerioci e, · which '.h"e restated to 

me and . othJir 1'rmenian~A;meri
can .. community. leaders as 
recenflf .as·Jiist·.December, 
>:. '!The 'P.tesident!s . advisors, 
acknowledge"the personal views 

'\, •;~ k. i•. ;~ ... ~ .1r 
held ~"'by ·the 1-President, 'lhut-,•· 
they 'ha:ve , adtjsed ;:-,h:iµi '.th~t i 

giving support t0 ·the es0lb- t 
tions will -not ~aid in. resol:ving 1 

the long-standing. Armerijan
Turkish eontroversf, ·\wll hurt · 
their goals of the NArr'@J1iilllia11ce; 
and , give e~;icoui:~gement . :to 
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:Abienia'h ·at~rr.0iist ~tganiza
tiens·:_ ·,1 "' &.~ 'hn'. ,.; ~r"· . 

•:1J,;;totaH:y}disagree iwit:h that = 
advice. I . h1we · -exp-r.essed , nfy 
unequi v.ocal .,disagr,eement to · 

· the1WliiteJHotise ):.!•' 0>• • ·,· ' 

Gov:enior ~~u~~eiiS:~- fr~~:' 
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,, · (<:Jo . ,-~a,d receiy~d the ~QdQrs~~ents· .. · ,the A~en!gt people wit~ ~h~ 
, als of over 230 Congr,essnien'. · hope of eq,~ing the ,histomcl!! 
~- he had.djscussed th~ t1~sue with Ah r. the defeat !>f .: the -- reli~ous ag~avafi.9n between 

Presid~nt :tte,gan iµid, th~ ~· Jlf!solutiQns,_ the . pqvemqr · tJ!e two peoples. ~:·· 
~ Pr~sic!eµ "h@s on a JJUp;tP~f ·l·tt~oug!tl .the m~rv!lgt~oq 9f ti!.,e ,-, · \ , llJijSt obs~t-Ye,· J1t>wevE!r, 

of occa~ion~· indi~a~d tliat" }!e,:;1:,fre~J<!tt:nt.t~r{':verse tlit;i govern- .· ~ith c?nside~able re~et . and 
perso.nl!Jly,is ver-Y, 1Jl'!Ch a!V~t ... ment'!! st~~Q- on th~ 1~e~?l!cl- mcret~mg. dismay, gtrt·' the , 
of w~ai hJlR~l!~'io· h' ~~e:;.. ,tioqs._., . .. "-.. : . • Republic ·of Turkey, continues 
nian ~opfe· hi!~~ iµ-) ~~ e,rJy ~- ., A W~l\ .. f!9~!!e _spgJesip!ln ~ to ,i:leny ,the undeni~ble ,T that · 
199()s.', .;~ , •+;·,:' . , · , told ,.,Tb. C!!Jifo~!a , Oouner .·a pre!;f~ssor Turkis~ ~ove"!l• · 
. ,, ":P~uk~eJi~· said' thel;Presi~. that Jhe · W?~~ ; :JlQ-q~f had , .. Jl!e,nt· ·P.111nn~«t, ~nd fq,nimit~e!l 
pent fd~s . n9t approve I any.. recently rep!ied to ·the ~oy~r- , thj~ ' heinoi~ • cri~e- '- ' s~d 
'exprfsSion . other th~n that nor. T,he iipokesin,gi, . w~thout Pashfir.,~- ; ,, . :• , 

_[the g~nocide occ~!1"~d].' . ·"": dis~losi'l~ -~l!e . coptent'. of: t!)at ,_ . . F~llowing }!1st yea.(s .Am:ie'7 ; 
"B\lt ,,, Deukme11an ~dm1tted . ' reply, said !h!l~ ,!llth9~~!t th~ . . we . l~J'\ ., Mau rr.f ·~ J:?ay , c~le- " 

tliat·there are 'difficulties with President does· ha've th~ po~er · bration/ 'Suk_nf ~~l~kdag,' th~ 
the Tµrkish government be- to issu~ a Commemorative Pay amb~SS!ldor . R{ : ·,t~e Turkis'1 
cause of its role in NATO and Proclamation, he . rarely . uses Republic to the United States, 
in defense issues iri respect to that ~uthoriiy in or.def qot• -t~ . lVTcp\e' a Pr:Pt~it : litt~r tit the 
the·United ~tates. '" . . ; El11com:age other gr9ups ~Q m~~- . member~ · of · ~onffe.ess \r~o 

The .California .Oot!rier .has. ;, !}im~ll\r- g~m~nds; . . ·P!!J;l;icip~ted ~ri ,f~C<_>gniz~ng the 
learned. $hat PeukTTlejian co~- 1'4E,:anw,hjl~. Ro~in Lµketina, solemnltyoftJt~df!Y:~ '. 
tacteg the Whjte. ,Hogse after th}? Jldm_ini!!fra~iv~ !(ipe ~• tp "ln!?te9;p of dialogue, th~ . 
tb~ apnii~istratign .plo~ked the Gongressman ~ar~ .Silj~1~r ~~pu _ lie of T,urk_~y.11.i~ inten~i-
Congress1onal Resolutions on told · T'1e . ,G~l!f91111a , Oou,rier fi.~il · ~ts amP~¼zy, of ·· dema,l 
the Armenian Genocide. House that the Cq~gressman•~ ob- i~roqg'1out'· 'tni~ "' 111t~ion," he . 
Joint Resolution 247 and its jections !P; Ref 2t 7 W\\1t, ~ade s,ip. ' ., · ;, ,.·., .. , 
Senate equivalent called for at the request of the Repul>Iidan The lawmaker/ ' crificized 
the obse~~ce ·of Apri~ _24 Jea,d~rs~ip qf th~ ffo~~e.. . offi_~if\ls ~ itl\Ht"ih •. US ·l?ei>~~ 
"as a ~at!9n~l J.?ay of R~m~Pl_- · . ~u!seJi11a ~ipd S1)Jander IS !D~qt Qf swte fgr ~ry, ng to 
brance of Man's Inhumanity . n~t "a9ii-'\f!lle11i~," p~ h~µ p~i'(SUf.tde.~~D,lJ?.er~ gf Congre~~ 
to Man." Resi 247 W!l~ blocked simply f~Upwed th~ leader- npt to p~ss ·• tHe resolution 
i~ ~pril by Co~gr~ssman Mar~ -·shit~ jns~~cti9~. SI jaxi?~r "'fo ._affirm ., il!,.e Armenian 
StlJander qf Michigan, aft~r i~ , reportedly is p~w wor~mg 9enoc~de" a~d tg commem-

with Congressman J>8:!!~!1Ya,n or8it~ .An11~.ni8!1 ··Ma,rtyrs' pay 
on th~ lal!guage of the remain- ~s t~e , "National Day of ,Re-
ing ~soluti9p . in , the .,Hpqse . me,rnI?rancj'! ,t,,of Man's In-
affirming the· facts . of · ·the humanity to Man· . .'~ . 
Genqcide. J,µketina als~ said 1UN9 cons{ru~tiye . purpose 
that Silj~nd~r will prqbably f~n be ~erved 'Yh~p·US depart; 
vote for~~~- ?47. if inin>qq~ed rpeni~ ,ang officia,l~ invoke the 
again. Silja11der felt that present '~pecial;re~~tionship ·be-
Res. 247 has a much better tween the United States and 
chance of passage 'ohcei"! Con- Turkey in pursuit _. of the .effort 
gress approv~s a, pending bjll to deny: Armenian anp i,Ameri-

, on aid to-Turkey, Lu_ketin~•~ai~. .-can hJstory; >· . .. . , ',: ·•·\: ' . 
The various officials CO!)- · •it ,say · to : the Republic . of 

tacted ~Y 'fhe palifq~il' Co~rit!r 'turkey ~nd to those in pur 
have all confirmed that the government's service who have 
President's apvisors jn ~he inadvanantly , advft!lced Tur-
National Security Council flJld key's cause: 'These resolutions 
the Department of State· lobbi~ ulti!Jlately shall pass,"' said 
in Congress to block passage of Pashayan. "History and truth 
t.he resolutions on the Arme- are sacred; to violate them is 
nian Genocide. · ·•, tp degrade civilization itself.'' 
. Dutjng , the la~t week pf 
April, over 75 Congressmen and 

1 Senator~. belqnging to both 
parties, condemned· the block
ing of the G~nocide Resolutions 
and delivere<l ! ·passionate 
speeches on the Hou'se and 

. Senate ·floor~ ·-; ~ fflnning the 
historical facts ·of he Armenian 
Genocide. · 

Congressman Charles Pa
shayan (R-Calif.) and Senators 
Carl Levin (D-Mich.J !il\P Paul 
E. Tsongas (D-Mass.) spon
sored Special Orpers in the 
House and the Sena~e to com
memorate · the 69th anniver
sary of the Armenian Geno
cide. 

·Pashayan, the only Armenian 
member. of Congr~ss urged 
the .Republi~ ~·of, Tµr~~f to end 
its policy of denying that the 
genocide occurred '. a·nd en
couraged the Republic of 
Turkey to injtiate talks 1witli · 

·it- ~. 
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JDuk8 Blast:S White .. House 
• , 

1 
, , r , 

1 ! I t ) .• •·, : 1 • • • 

)On:Geiiocide·ResolUtiolls: 
f' • ~•• j •; \ : I l t , • : • ~ l. 

SACRAMENTO - In what • 
may be the first open split · 
with the White House, Gover- · 
nor George Deu~mejian issued · 
a statement strongly criticizing 
the Reagan Administration for 
its opposition to the Congres
sional Resolutions · on the : 
Armenian Genocide. 

In answer to a query by 
The California Courier, the 
Governor expressed his ' 'total'' 

.. disagr~ement with those ad-
,, vising the President on the 

negative effect of these reso'.- l 
lutions on us:Tiukish rela- i ·. 
tions . - ,i·• 

· Th~ . Governor's statement 
reads: ".It has been reported 
that the Annual Armenian 
'National Day ·of Remem
brance' Resolution failed pass
ing in the Congress because : ' 
of opposition by the ·( State ! . 
Department. The department's 
objection is not in keeping 

:·: with the President) long held ., 
~ recognition of the .. Artnenian .., 
' Genocide, which he restated to 
t me and other Armenian-Ameri-

can community leaders as · 
recently as last December. 

"The President's advisors, 
1 acknowledge the personal views 

held by the· President; but , 
they have adv.ised him that .; 
giving support to the resolu
tions will not · aid in resolving : 
the long-standing Armenian
Turkish controversy, ·will hurt · 
their goals of the NATO alliance 
and giye encouragement . to 

,I 

Armenian terrorist organiza
tions. 

''I .totally disagree with that . 
advice. I have expressed my · 
unequivocal disagreement to 
the White House." · 1· : • i 

Governor Deukmejian had .. .. . 



(Continued from pai:te 1) 
also told the Fresno Bee "that 
he had discussed the issue with 
President Reagan and the 
President • 'has on a number 
of occasions· indicated that he 
personally is ver, much aware 
of what happened to the Arme
nian people back in the- early · 
1900s.' ' . . . ' . 

• 'Deukmejian said the Presi-. 
dent does not approve any 
'expression other than that · 
[the genocide occurred].' 

"Sut Deukmejian admitted 
that there are 'difficulties with 
the Turkish government be
cause of its role in NATO and 
in defense issues in respect to 
the United States.' '' 

The .California Courier .has. 
learned that Deukmejian con
tacted the White House after 
the administration blocked the 
Congressional Resolutions on 
the Armenian Genocide. House 
Joint Resolution 247 and its 
Senate equivalent called for 
the observance ·of April 24 
"as a National Day of Remem
brance of Man's Inhumanity 
to Man." Res. 247 was blocked 
in April by Congressman Mark 
Siljander Qf Michigan, after_ it 

had received the endorsements 
of over 230 Congressmen. 

After the defeat of the 
-· Resolutions, the Governor 
· sought the intervention of the 
President to reverse the govern
ment's · stand on the Resolu
tions. 

A White House spokesman 
told Th~ California Courier 
that the ·· White House had 
recently replied to the Gov~r
nor. The spokesman, without 
disclosing the content of that 
reply. said that although the 
President does have the power 
to issue a Commemorative Day 
Proclamation, he rarely uses 
that authority in order not to 
encourage other groups to make . 

··similar demands. 
Meanwhile, Robin Luketina, 

the administrative aide to 
Congressman Mark Siljander 
told The California Courier 
that the · Congressman's ob
jections to Res. 247 w,s made 
at the request of the Republican 
leadership of the House. 

Luketina said Siljander is 
not "anti-Armenian," he had 
simply followed the leader
·ship' s instruction. Siljander 
reportedly is now working 

r. with Congressman Pashayan 
on the language of the remain
ing resolution in the House 
affirming the facts of the 
Genocide. Luketina also said 
that Siljander will probably 
vote for Res. 247. if introduced 
again. Siljander felt that 
Res. 247 has a much better 
chance of passage once Con-

. gress approves a pending bill 
: ;{ on aid to Turkey, Luketina said. 

The various officials con
tacted by The California Courier 
have all confirmed that the 
President's advisors in the 
National Security Council and 
the Department of State lobbied 
in Congress to block passage of 

,t t.he resolutions on the Anne• 
nian Genocide. 

' . During , the last · week of 
April, over 75 Congressmen and 
Senators, belonging to both 
parties, condemned the block• 

,. ing of the Genocide Resolutions 
and · delivered passionate 
speeches on the House and 
· Senate floors reaffirming the 
historical facts of the Armenian 
Genocide. 

Congressman Charles Pa
shayan (R-Calif.l and Senators 
Carl Levin ID-Mich.) and Paul 
E. Tsongas (D-Mass. l spon-

' sored Special Orders in the 
·,· House and the Senate to com

memorate · the 69th anniver
sary of the Armenian Geno
cide. 

Pashayan, the only Armenian 
member. of Congress, urged 
the . Republic of Turkey to end 
its policy of denying that the 

.. genocide occurred, and en
couraged the Republic of 
Turkey to initiate talks · with 

I' 

the Armenian people with the 
hope of ending the historical 
religious aggravation between 

- the ·two peop,es. 
"I must observe, however, 

with considerable regret and 
increasing . . dismay, that the 
Republic of Turkey continues 
to deny the undeniable - that 
a predecssor Turkish govern-

. ment planned and committed 
this heinous crime." said 
Pashayan. 

Foliowing last year's Anne-
. · menian Martyrs' Day cele

bration, Sukru Elekdag, the 
ambassador of the Turkish 
Republic to the United States, 
wrote a protest · letter to the 
members of Congress who 
participated in recognizing the 
solemnity of the day. 

"Instead of dialogue, the 
Republic of Turkey has intensi
fied its campaign of denial 
throughout this nation," he 
said. 

·The lawmaker, criticized 
officials within the US Depart
ment of State for trying to 
persuade memJ>ers of Congress 
not to pass the resolution 
"To affirm the Armenian 
Genocide" and to commem
orate Armenian Martyrs' Day 
as the "National Day of Re
membrance . of Man's In
humanity to Man." 

"No constructive purpose 
can be served when US depart
ments and officials invoke the 
present special relationship be
tween the United States and 
Turkey in pursuit of the effort 
to deny Armenian and · Ameri-

. can history . . . · · · · 
"I' say to the Republic of 

Turkey and to those in our 
government's service who have 
inadvertantly advanced Tur
key's cause: 'These resolutions 
ultimately shall pass,"' said 
Pashayan. "History and truth 
are sacred: to violate them is 
to degrade civilization itself.'' 




