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already done so. But, clearly, this is not
true. Thousands of Soviet Jews have ap-
plied for exit visas, only to have them
denied. They are ready to leave on a
moment’s notice.

We debate the question of what to
do among ourselves, as I am sure you
do. We are all frustrated by the lack of
progress and by the absence of any easy
or ready solutions. But rather than
argue inconclusively among ourselves, I
am convinced that what we can and
should do is to make clear to the Soviets
what our own approach is and how it is
related in our eyes to the U.S.-Soviet
relationship as a whole.

That is what we have tried to do
under this Administration. The Soviets
know that we seek to put relations on a
stable and constructive basis for the
long term. But I think they also know
that we will not stop our practice of call-
ing them to account for their abuses of
human rights. And among human rights
issues, none has more urgency than the
treatment of Soviet Jewry.

As a government, we would prefer
to deal with these issues on a confiden-
tial basis, simply because it's more effec-
tive that way. But we understand and
support the efforts of public interest
groups to express their concerns, and
we will not be silent when the Soviets
act in a way we consider dangerous or
irresponsible, as they so often do in the
human rights area.

The United States, therefore, con-
tinues to speak out at every opportunity
against Soviet human rights violations.
We have vigorously denounced Soviet
anti-Semitic propaganda and practices.
We have consistently condemned denial
of the basic right of Soviet citizens to
emigrate. In the face of blatant intimida-
tion, our Embassy in Moscow and our
consulate in Leningrad have maintained
contact with individual “refuseniks,” and
we have made numerous representations
on behalf of Soviet citizens who have
been denied permission to emigrate. We
continue to consult with other Western
nations on ways to improve human

rights performance. And in all our
diplomatic discussions with the
Soviets—including President Reagan’s
recent meeting with Foreign Minister
Gromyko—we have stressed human
rights issues.

Soviet leaders may well be perplexed
by our preoccupation with human rights.
After all, thev and many other govern-
ments throughout the world take the
view that human rights are strictly an
“internal affair.” In this view, how a
government treats its own citizens is not
a matter of legitimate international con-
cern or even discourse. Compassion, it
seems, should stop at a country’s
borders.

In the aftermath and in the
everlasting memory of the Nazi
Holocaust, this attitude must be
relentlessly exposed as a gross moral
evasion. Numerous international
covenants, conventions, and declara-
tions—including the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights, the Genocide
Convention, and the Helsinki ac-
cords—today attest to the fact that
human rights are no longer regarded as
an “internal matter.” On the contrary,
they are intimately linked to the issues
of war and peace. We recognize that
governments not at peace with their
own people are unlikely to be at peace
with their neighbors.

The people and Government of the
United States are deeply and irrevocably
committed to the rule of law in both
domestic and foreign affairs. For this
reason, we have insisted, and shall con-
tinue to insist, that the Soviet Union
adhere to all its international obliga-
tions, including its human rights obliga-
tions. As I said last Thursday in an ad-
dress on the management of U.S.-Soviet
relations:

We can never let ourselves become so
wedded to improving our relations with the
Soviets that we turn a blind eye to actions
that undermine the very foundation of stable
relations,

A moment ago, I referred to the
President’s meeting with Foreign
Minister Gromyko at the White House.
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Every American hopes that this meeting
marks the beginning of a new, more
constructive period in Soviet-American
relations. We look forward to the oppor-
tunity to build on our common interests
and to help narrow the scope of some of
our differences.

But I hope that no one, either in the
Soviet Union or in this country, serious-
ly entertains the idea that once negotia-
tions are underway, the United States
will refrain from raising our human
rights concerns. If improvement in
Soviet human rights performance con-
tinues as in the past to be nothing more
than the cynical manipulation of human
lives for political purposes, then the
Soviets cannot expect that interna-
tional—and internal—pressures for bet-
ter performance will stop growing.
Doesn’t the Soviet Union pay a price for
this censure and for the isolation that
goes with it? The price is large and
steadily increasing. And let me add,
ladies and gentlemen, that we shall con-
tinue to do all in our power to see that
the price continues to increase.

From the experience of World
War II and its aftermath, we have
learned that the issues of peace and of
human rights are joined and that at-
tempts to separate them can bring on
disaster. We have learned that it is not
the advocacy of human rights but rather
their denial that is a source of tension in
world affairs. The issue of human rights
is at the top of our agenda because we
have learned the great lesson of the
Scriptures: we truly are our brother’s
keeper.

Thank you. We'll keep struggling,
and somehow, some way, we're going to
succeed. W
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Soviet Government abolished decree issued in 1947 that forbade 7iet
citizens to marry foreigners (1953)

Soviet Govermment issued decree on liquidation of foreign banks (1918)

Soviet President Leonid Brezhnev and Afghan Premier Nur Moharmmad
Taraki signed twenty-year treaty of friendship, good-neighborliness
and cooperation (1978)

Soviet press published Tass statement demanding abolition of
four-power occupation of Berlin (1958)

Trial of Jewish plane high-jackers began in Leningrad (1970)

Soviet armed forces invaded Afghan! an (1979)

















