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This paper is offered as a cor r:-ibution to t! public
discussion of nuclear weapons and arms control issues. It
outlines basic American national se rity objectives and the
rc¢” 2 of nuclear weapons in serving these objectives, above
all in deterring conflict. It :s forth the US government's
| licies for tt modernization ¢ .S. strategic forces and
arms control.

National Security Ohi=sstives

The primary responsib:* ity of this, or any, Administra-
tion mt : be to maintain the peace and ensure that tI American
people, their freedoms and their way of life cannot be threat-
ened by anyone. To fulfill this responsibility we must
maintain military capabilities which are sufficient to deter
threats or actions against us, our Allies, or our other
national interests. It demands also that we correct those
military deficienc: which have been allowed to grow over
the past years and which could invite the very challenges we
seek to avoid.

Military power is one instrument among others we use to
serve our overall national security objective; promotion

of a stable world order based on mutual respect and tolera-

use of force or the threat of its use. To attain this objec-

tive, we have made a number of policy commitments.
















































































































































