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Draft State Reply to Senator Metzenbaum 

Please review the attached draft reply to Senator 
Metzenbaum's letter about the Saudi AWACS sale (also 
attached). 

State wants to send this to the Hill today so that the formal 
notification can also go today. Please give me your 
comments/concurrence ASAP. 

Thanks. 
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Dear aeccetaiy lhult•• 

. . . 
198~ Ar/Hs ,t)d I; &·~~.1 ·~ gnild----- ... _ ... 

Q11nr 11••·~·•AND 
.. ..... ~\a 

W.Ma•1&t• IC' JOIUMIOO 

... rob Jl, 1111 

We underatand tb•t you plan to ti•• lnfo~aaal not!llc~tlon 
foe a e450 allllon •~pport pecka9e for &War.8 \n lauti A•abia. In 
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believe that our current policy toward ar11e ~•1•• to laadi Arabi• 
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Th• 8audi·Chineae 1RBM threaten• th• en~!re Middle Saet. Jt 
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aa~or purch••• of military hardware by laucSt lrab.• from a 
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queationa about th• poa•ibillty of the 1audi• compr<'lliain9 th• 
••cuitty and technol09y of aenaltlv• weapon• •r•t .... 

In light of the trernendoua threat to . reg~onal ••ourltr, th• 
United stat•• 1hould ceconaider any new ar11• a•l•• to the itn9dcm 
until thia matter 1• fully re•o1Ye4 and the •.:bla.'••• •i••il•• are 
withdrawn. OYr 9ov•rnment auat aake une41alvooal tta •b•olut• 
oppoaltioa to the pr•••nce Of tbe CbiD••6 ale1tl••• wb!oh 
repre._t a eev and 9rave threat to tlH' pe•c' or \·he re9lon. .. 
app1 ..... -. rour con•id•r•tlon of our •i·tw• tn t1'l• l•portant 
.. ttes.:_ 
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Dear senator rn: 

I am repl} _ t o your letter to Secretary Shultz of 
March 31 in which you and 57 of your colleagu~s expressed 

·t concern about Saudi Arabia's ·acquisition of Chinese 
intermediate range ballistic missiles and asked that the 
Administration not ·move for~ard ai this time-hn the sale to 
Saudi ·Arabia of A~ACS contractor support servlces. 

~ 1:0 ........ ~ pt··.-:.J.J... ~ -·:"" .. .:t~; ~ 1::' 

- · -· We share the Congress' concerr. about the Saudi acquisitio!: 
of the Chinese missiles. We have made our concerns clear to 
the Saudi and Chinese governments, and will continue to do sn. 

The Saudi purchase oi these missiles co~pounds the alrea~y 
serious trend towar~ missile proliferation in the region, but 
the Saudis are only the latest to ' join the group that inc!ud~~ 
Iran, Iraq, Israel, Egypt, North Yemen and Syria. Iran, the 
focal pcint of Saudi concern, has missiles that can strike at 
the heart of Saudi Arabia's economic infrastructure~ Iran's 
firing of a Scud missile at Kuwaiti oil facilities April 20 _ 
only reinfo~ces Saudi concerns. Because of the volatile 
politics of the region and the large number of countries 
involved, it will be difficult to bring about the remov~l of 
mis~iles from ~he Middle East in the near te~m • . we have begu~ 
holding .bilateral discussions with other Middle East countrie~ 
on the missile proliferation problem and potential regional 
solutions. · 

we do not believe that holding up notifiable sales is the 
solution to addressing these regional concerns. In 
particular, we believe that holding up or disapproving the 
long-term AWACS maintenence support contract would be 
inappropriate and counter-productive, not only to Saudi 
interests but also our own. This sale will support a critical 
military system that the Saudis are using in direct support of 
U.S. ~perations in the Gulf. Saudi AWACS support has a direct 

'I'he Honorable 
Howard ~. Metzenbaum, 

United States Senate. 
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bearing on the safety of our military personnel and the 
effectiveness of our forces in the Gulf. The contract is for 
personnel services only. It does not involve new equipment or 
any expansion of mil~tary · capability. 

Because missile technology is available from many 
countries and many nations in· the region already deploy 
various missile systems, the proliferation of missiles in t~e 
Mi~dle East poses a · sobering. challenge to our diplomacy. we 
believe that working with others toward a region~! or global 
solution to the problem is the best approach to meeting that 
challenge. .1'· • • 

Sincerely, . 

·. 

..;. 

. ~ · 4' ( ~ 
J. Ed~~J ¥ox . 

· Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affai~s 

':.> 

.. 
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