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November 18, 1987

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR FRANK C. CARLUCCI Mar T Thoor
FROM: ROBERT B. OAKLEYGaga

SUBJECT: Letters to Key Senators

Attached are letters which Dennis, Alison and I recommend you
sign and send to Senators Metzenbaum, Dole, Packwood, Cranston,

Boschwitz, and Helms, and Representatives Fascell and Broomfield.
Their purpose is three-fold:

-- tc show that we are keeping the faith on the last deal
and that i1t has been a better deal than they and we

realized (by encouraging strong Saudi leadership at the
Amman Arab Summit)

-- to prepare the way for their future collaboration with
Colin as well as you and Secretary Shultz {(we also
propose that Colin meet with them sometime in the next
two weeks to discuss future arms issues such as the
STINGER for Bahrain and PHALANX for Kuwait)

-— to indirectly encourage Metzenbaum not to proceed with
his F-15 legislation (which has irritated the Saudis)
or to conform it to the Pell letter so it will not be
overly restrictive. (We're prepared to go along with
it since we said we would as part of the deal, but
we're hoping this may obviate the need for the
legislation.)

We are also preparing a letter on the STINGER issue for you to
send to Senator Byrd which will place it in the broader context
described in the attached letters and explain the advantages of
and safeguards for STINGER sales, and imply that a revised
DeConcini amendment might be acceptable (i.e. restrict STINGER
sales to governments which really need them, cooperate with us,
and agree with us on safeguards).

This would be another step to try to head off what we understand
will be a major push by DeConcini hooked to the DOD

appropriations. It could be used with a number of other key
Senators and Congressmen.
=R A¥

Bob Dean and Alison Fortier concur.




RECOMMENDATION

That vou sign the attached letters.

Approve Disapprove

Attached

Tab A Letter to Senator Metzenbaum

Tab B Letter to Senatcr Dole

Tab C Letter to Senator Packwood

Tab D Letter to Senator Cranston

Tab E Letter to Senator Boschwitz

Tab F Letter to Senator Helms

Tab G Letter to Representative Fascell
Tab H Letter to Representative Broomfield
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTCN

November 18, 1987

Dear Howard:

Attached is the letter to Chairman Peil that outlines the
assurances I told you we would make on the F-15 attrition
aircraft. Principally, these assurances relate to maintaining
the current Saudi inventory of F-15 aircraft at a level of 60.
The replacement aircraft are precisely that, provided only on a
one-for-one basis as the Saudis lose F-15s to attrition. With
respect to the MSIP upgrading of the F-15, the letter states
clearly that we will not transform the Saudi F-15s into a ground
attack aircraft.

We offer these assurances in accordance with the good faith and
frank dialogue developed during our discussions and the eventual
understanding with you and other Senators. This understanding on
the Saudi arms package may not have rfully satisfied us, you, or
the Saudis, but it met all of our respective minimal needs.

Most importantly, it served the national security interests of
the United States at a critical moment.

It showed the Iranians and the Arab Gulf states that the
Administration and the Congress are united in standing by American
friends that are resisting Iranian threats. In that way, it also
helped to demonstrate that the U.S. will live up to its
responsibilities in the Middle East as a whole and that we will

do what is necessary to support the forces of moderation as they
are challenged by radical efforts to export or exploit Khomeini's
Islamic revolution. The need to take a strong stand against this
threat was stressed by Israeli President Herzog during his visit
here last week.

The Saudis are in the frontlines resisting Iran. They are
demonstrating that they are prepared to take steps to defend
themselves, and to assist and cooperate closely with us in
efforts to help preserve stability and moderation in the area.
The character and scope of their security cooperation with us is
unprecedented and is critical to our ability to operate and
protect the forces we have in the Gulf.

Apart from growing cooperation on security matters we are also
seeing Saudi policies that played perhaps the key
behind-the-scene role in the outcome of the Amman Arab Summit,
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particularly the decision tc reintegrate pt

werld con Egupt's terms and with the Egvptian-Israeli peace
ccmpletelyv intact, We had &« agreat deal of guiet high-level
advance discussion on this with the Saudis, who have since the
Summit jcired seven other moderate Arab governments in restoring
diplomatic relations with Egqypt. OCn tcp of this, we have reports
that there was agreement at Amman on reducing support for the
PLO. Sfaucl Arabia and the other Gulf Arab stetes, strengthened
colitically oy U.S. political support and by cur militarw
presence 1in the Gulf, took a firm stand at the Summit on Iran and
succeeded 1in rejecting radical efforts to place the blame on the
U.S. Instead the Summit strongly supported our position con the
need for Iran to end the war with Irag immediately by
implementing Securityv Council Rescluticn 598.

into the Arab
t

s-Q

Saudi Arabia's willingness to move in directiocns we have long
sought reflects greater Saudi confidence in U.S. reliability and
stayving pcwer. The gulet understandings reached between the
Administration and the Congress on the current arms sales package
-- in marked contrast to earlier public disputes over such
issues -- helped reassure the Saudis of our dependability. This
new, positive approach came just before the Amman Summit and we
know that it had a verwv favorable impact upon Saudi attitudes.

It is my hope that you and your colleagues will continue
cooperation with Colin Powell as he succeeds me, as well as with
Secretary of State Shultz and myself., This will enable both
Congress and the Administration better to protect the long-term
security of the United States and Israel-and our mutual interests
in the Middle East.

Sincerely,

nk C. Carlucci

Attachment:
Letter to Senator Pell
of November 12, 1987

The Honorable Howard M. Metzenbaum
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHMINGTON

November 12, 1387

Dear Mr. Chalrman:

During <Ziscussicns with ycu and members of vour committee, as
well as other Senate leaders, a number of questions were raised
regarding the condx:‘ors under which the sale to Saudi Arab.a of

¥-.5 aztrition aircraf aﬁd the Multi-Stage Improvement Prcgranm
(MSI2) o1 -xistirc ?-15 zircrait would be made. I would like =2
relterate +<he assurances whiIn we agreed wculd condifticn %h:is
sa.e.

As “CUW Xncw, =ne Saucdis rave
sagaple manner, grov.ding the

[N

ss2d ztne F-LS 10 a responsible and
rinc.cal element 1in the defens.
nireld against Iranian air incursions against Saudi Arabxa ard
cther Gu:ii states. The Administraticn has acw notified th
Congress cf its intent to sell twelve additional F-15C/D a::::a-*
to Saudi Arabia, two to replace planes lost to date and an
additicnal

ten aircraft in anticipation of future attrition

replacement requirements. The estimated value of this sale is
$502 million.

' n

Ua

L=

I wish to confirm my assurance that the in-RKingdom strength of
F-15 aircraft will not exceed sixty, as authorized by the
Congress in the original sale. Delivery of two aircraft will be
made as soon as possible to replace two F-15s which have already
been lost. The Government of Saudi Arabia has agreed that the
remaining ten aircraft will be retained in the United States, at

their expense, until needed for actual replacement on a
one~-for-one basis.

The Government of Saudi Arabia has reaffirmed that it has no
aggressive intentions against any state, that it will use the
F-15 aircraft only in furtherance of its legitimate self-defense,
and that it will not employ the aircraft offensively. The Saudi
Arabian Government has similarly assured us that it will not
transfer the F-15 aircraft to any third country or permit the
nationals of such country to train on the F-15 aircraft, serve as
pilots, or otherwise to have access to the aircraft without the
authorization of the United States. The assurances regarding the
basing of F-15s within the Kingdom will remain in effect.

Questions were also raised on whether MSIP would provide Saudi
Arabia with an increased ground attack capability. I want to
assure you that MSIP will not in itself markedly increase F-15
combat capability. The Saudi MSIP will be specifically tailored



.g-

to comply vith assurances provided at the time of the original
P-195 sale. Since the Saudi F-15s are not used in the same
multiple roles as those of the USAF, the Saudi MSIP will not
include some upgrades planned for U.S. Air Force F-15s, such as

the state~of-the-art AN/APG-70 radar, which is designed for the
ground attack mission.

while MSIP modifications would provide hardware changes necessary
to accommodate more advanced, "smart® weapons, the sale of such
weapons would remain subject to Congressional review. In
addition, Saudi F-15s will not be able to utilize such weapons
until separate software changes are made to the onboard computer
systems, The security of these systems is such that the software
changes can only be performed by the USAF., Saudi Arabia has not
requested nor do we intend to sell any other systems or armaments
that would enhance the ground attack capability of the F-15.

In sum, I believe these sales serve and protect the national

security interests of the United States at a time when Saudi
Arabia faces very real threats and is actively helping us in the
Gulf. I can assure you that these sales will not alter the
military balance in the region, ror will they introduce a
fundamentally new military capability. On the contrary, we seek
only to maintain current levels of Saudi weaponry and make

routine upgrades or provide replacements of existing systems as
necessary.

I hope the foregoing information will be helpful and that you and
the members of your committee will join in support of the

Administration's current proposals as we seek to maintain and
strengthen security cooperation for the future.

Sincerely,

/s -
- ‘ ] - ’/l’.v/ .k', -

' -
Frank C. Carlucci

The Bonorable Claiborne Pell
Chairman

Committee on Foreign Relations
United States Senate
washington, D.C. 20510
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Mogt 1lmportantly, it served the naticonal security 1nterests of
the United States at a critical moment.

It showed the Iranians and the Arab Gulf states that the
Addministration and the Congress are united in standing by American
friends that are resisting Iranian threats. In that way, it also
helped to demonstrate that the U.S. will live up to its
responsibilities in the Middle Fast as a whole and that we will

do what is necessary to support the forces of moderaticn as thev
are challenged by radical efforts to export or exploit Khcmeini's
Islamic revolution. The need to take a strong stand against this
threat was stressed by Israeli President Herzog during his wvisit
here last week.

The Saudis are in the frontlines resisting Iran. They are
demonstrating that they are prepared to take steps to defend
themselves, and to assist and cooperate closely with us in
efforts to help preserve stability and mo¢ ration in the area.
The character and scope of their security cooperation with us is
unprecedented and is critical to our ability to operate and
protect the forces we have in the Gulf.

Apart from growing cooperation on security matters we are also
seeing Saudi policies that played cerhaps the key
behind-the-scene role in the outcome oZ the Amman Arab Summit,
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Attachment:
Letter to Senator Pell
of November 12, 1987

The Honorable Robert Dole
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510



THE WKHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 12, 1987

Dear Yr. Zhalrman:

Our.ng ciscussicns with you and members of ycur committee,
well as other Senate leaders, a number of questions
*ecard'rq the conditions uander wnhich

as

were raised
the sale to Saudi Arab:ia
.5 ac=rition aircraft and +the Wu-_i-Stage Improvement Progran
SI?) I2: sxiztirc F-1% sircrait would be made. I would e
“The ASSUTr3Ances whiIn we 2
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As yCu <nIw, +“ne Saucdis have

s 23 tne F=13 1n a responsible anc
cagab.e manner, gzrov.ding the ctrincizal element 1n the defansive
snield against Iranian air incurs:icns against Saudi Arabia arnd
cther Gulf states., The Administraticrn has now notified the
Ccngress <f i1¢s Lntent to sell twelve additional F-15C/D aircrai:

to Saudi Arabla, two to replace planes lost to date and an
additioral ten aircrafit in anticipation of future attrition

replacement requirements. The estimated value of this sale is
$502 million.

I wish to confirm my assurance that the in-Kingdom strength of
F-15 aircraft will not exceed sixty, as authorized by the
Congress in the original sale. Delivery of two aircraft will be
made as soon as possible to replace two F~15s which have already
been lost. The Government of Saudi Arabia has agreed that the
remaining ten aircraft will be retained in the United States, at

their expense, until needed for actual replacement on a
one-for-one basis,

The Government of Saudi Arabia has reaffirmed that it has no
aggressive intentions against any state, that it will use the
F-15 aircraft only in furtherance of its legitimate self-defense,
and that it will not employ the aircraft offensively. The Saudi
Arabian Government has similarly assured us that it will not
transfer the F~15 aircraft to any third country or permit the
nationals of such country to train on the F-15 aircraft, serve as
pilots, or otherwise to have access to the aircraft without the
authorization of the United States. The assurances regarding the
basing of F-15s within the Kingdom will remain in effect.

Questions were also raised on whether MSIP would provide Saudi
Arabia with an increased ground attack capability. I want to
assure you that MSIP will not in itself markedly increase F-15
combat capability. The Saudi MSIP will be specifically tailored
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to comply with assurances provided at the time of the original
PF-1% sale. Since the Saudi F-15s are not used in the same
multiple roles as those of the USAF, the Saudi MSIP will not
include some upgrades planned for U.S. Air Force F-135s, such as

the state-of-the-art AN/APG-70 radar, which is designed for the
ground attack mission.

while MSIP modifications would provide hardware changes necessary
to accommodate more advanced, "smart® weapons, the sale of such
weapons would remain subject to Congressional review., In
addition, Saudi F-15s will not be able to utilize such weapons
until separate software changes are made to the onbocard ccmputer
systems. The security of these systems is such that the software
changes can only be performed by the USAF., Saudi Arabia has not
requested nor dc we intend to sell any other systems or armaments
that woulid enhance the greocund acttack capability of the F-15.

In sum, I believe these sales serve and protect the national
security interests of the United States at a time when Saudi
Arabia faces very real threats and is actively helping us in tne
Gulf. I can assure you that these sales will not alter the
military balance in the region, nor will they introduce a
fundamentally new military capability., On the contrary, we seek
only to maintain current levels of Saudi weaponry and make

routine upgrades or provide replacements of existing systems as
necessary.

I hope the foregoing information will be helpful and that you and
the members of your committee will join in support of the
Administration's current proposals as we seek to maintain and
strengthen security cooperation for the future.

Sincerely,

/. -/
: , , /o "

) .
Frank C. Carlucci

The Honorable Claiborne Pell
Chairman

Committee on Foreign Relations
United States Senate
washington, D.C. 208510
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the Saudi arms packace may not have fully satisfied us, you, or
the Saudis, but it met all of our respective minimal needs.
Most importantly, it served the natioral securitv interests of
the United States at a2 critical mcment,

It showed the Iranians and the Arab Guif states that the
Administration and the Congress are united in standing by American
friends that are resisting Iranian threats. In that way, it also
helped to demonstrate that the U.S. will live up to its
responsibilities in the Middle East as a whole and that we will

dc what is necessary to support the forces of moderation as thev
are challenged by radical efforts to export or exploit Khomeini's
Islamic revolution. The need to take a strong stand against this
threat was stressed by Israeli President Herzog during his wvisit
here last week.

The Saudis are in the frontlines resisting Iran. They are
demonstrating that they are prepared to take steps to defend
themselves, and to assist and cooperate closely with us in
efforts to help preserve stability and moderation in the area.
The character and scope of their security cooperation with us is
unprecedented and is critical to our ability to operate and
protect the forces we have in the Gulf.

Apart from growing ccoperation on security matters we are also
seeing Saudi policies that played perhaps the key
behind~the-scene role in the cutcome oI the Amman Arab Summit,
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v ntcge that —cu and vour colleagues will continue

ticn with Cclin Powell as he succeeds me, as well as with
Secretary of State Shultz and myself, This will enable both
Congress and the Administration better tc protect the long-term
security c¢f the United States and Israel and our mutual interests
in the Middle Fast.

Sincerely,

Ffank C. Carlucci

Attachment:
Letter to Senator Pell
of November 1z, 1987

The Honcrable Bob Packwood
United States Senate
Washingtorn, D.C. 20510




THE WHITE MQUSE

WASHINGTON

November 12, 1387

Jear Yr., Jhailroman:

During <iscussicns with y<u and members c ycur committee, as
well as octher Senate ’eade:s, a numkber of .‘est'ons were ra.sed
regarding *the cenditions uander which the sale to Saudi Arabia of
¥-.% a=nrition aircraft and the Mul-i-Stage Improvement ?Prcgran
(MSZI2) Ior - xistircg F-L1% sircrait would be made. I would like <o
Telterite The assurances Whicoh we agreed weuld conditicn 2hLis
sale

AsS yCU XnIw, wne Saucdis nave L322 tne ©-l3 Ln a3 responsible zanc
czpable manner, froviding the zrinc.izal 2.ement 1n the defensive
shield against Iranian ailr Lncursicns against Saudi Arabia zrnd
cwher GSulf stases., The Adm;n;s:ra:‘cn ~3s now notified the
Congress cf 1ts intent to sell =welve additional F-15C/D z2:1zcra:ls
o Saudi Arabia, two to replace planes lost to date and an
additicnal ten aircrait in anticipa+tion of Zuture attriticn
replacement requirements. The estimated value of this salzs Ls

$502 million.

I wish to confirm my assurance that the in-Kingdom strength of
F-15 aircraft will not exceed sixty, as authorized by the
Congress in the original sale. Delivery of two aircraft will be
made as soon as possible to replace two F-15s which have already
been lost. The Government of Saudi Arabia has agreed that the
remaining ten aircraft will be retained in the United States, at

their expense, until needed for actual replacement on a
one-for-one basis,

The Government of Saudi Arabia has reaffirmed that it has no
aggressive intentions against any state, that it will use the
F-15 aircraft only in furtherance of its legitimate self-defense,
and that it will not employ the aircraft offensively. The Saudi
Arabian Government has similarly assured us that it will not
transfer the F-15 aircraft to any third country or permit the
nationals of such country to train on the F-15 aircraft, serve as
pilots, or otherwise to have access to the aircraft without the
authorization of the United States. The assurances regarding the
basing of F-15s within the Kingdom will remain in effect.

Questions were also raised on whether MSIP would provide Saudi
Arabia with an increased ground attack capability. I want to
assure you that MSIP will not in itself markedly increase F-15
combat capability. The Saudi MSIP will be specifically tailored
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to comply with assurances provided at the time of the original
P-1% sale. Since the Saudi F-15s are not used in the s-—¢
multiple roles as those of the USAF, the Saudi MSIP will not
include some upgrades planned for U.S. Air Force F-l3s, such as
the state-of-the-art AN/APG-70 radar, which is designed for the
ground attack mission.

While MSIP modifications would provide hardware changes necessary
to accommodate more advanced, "smart® weapons, the sale of such
weapons would remain subject to Congressional review. In
additiocn, Saudi F-15s will not be able to utilize such weapons
until separate software changes are made to the onboard computer
systems. The security of these systems is such that the software
changes can only be performed by the USAF. Saudi Arabia has not
requested nor do we intend to sell any other systems or armements
that weuld snhance the ground attack capability of the ©-15.

In sum, I te.ieve these sales serve and protect the national
security interests of the United States at a time when Saudi
Arabia faces very real threats and is actively helping us in the
Gulf. I can assure you that these sales will not alter the
military balance in the region, rnor will they introduce a
fundamentally new military capability. On the contrary, we seek
only to maintain current levels of Saudi weaponry and make

routine upgrades cr provide replacements of existing systems as
necessary.

I hope the foregoing information will be helpful and that you and
the members of your committee will join in support of the
Administration's current proposals as we seek to maintain and
strengthen security cooperation for the future.

Sincerely,

s
/ | s O

Frank C. Carlucci

The Honorable Claiborne Pell
Chairman

Committee on Foreign Relations
United States Senate
wWashington, D.C. 20510
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the ms ge may ncet have fully satisfied us, you, or
the ' buz et all of our respective nirimal neecs.
Most importantly, it served tne national securitv interests ci
the United States at a critical mcment.

It showed the Iranians and the Arab Gulf states that the
Administration ard the Congress are united in standing by Amer:ican
friends that are resisting Iranian threats. In that way, it also
helped to demonstrate that the U.S. will live up to its
responsibilities in the Middle East as a whole and that we will
do what is necessary to support the forces c¢I mocderation as thevw
are challenged by radical eifforts to export or exp.oit Khomeini's
Islamic revolution. The need to take a strong stand against this
threat was stressed by Israeli President Herzog during his visit
here last week.

The Saudis are in the frontlines resisting Iran. They are
demonstrating that they are prepared to take steps to defend
themselves, and to assist and cooperate closely with us in
efforts to help preserve stability and moderation in the area.
The character and scope of their security cooperation with us 1is
unprecedented and is critical to ocur ability to operate and
protect the forces we have in the Gulf.

Apart from growing cooperation on security matters we are also
seeing Saudi policies that played perhaps the key
behind-the-scene role in the outceome of the Ammaen Arab Summit,
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Zt 13 my hope that vou and ycur colleagues will continue
cooperaticn with Colin Powell as he succeeds me, as well as with
Secretary of State Shultz and myself. This will enable bocth
Congress and the Administration better to protect the lcna-term
security of the United States and Israel and cur mutual interests
in the Middle East.

Sincerelvy,

=

#rank C. Carlucci

Attachment:
Letter to Senator Pell
of November 12, 1987

The Honorable Alan Craston
United States Senate
Washinaton, D.C. 20510




THE WHITE MOUSE

WASHINGTYON

November 12, 1987

Jear Mr. Chalrcman:

During <iscussicns with jycu 3and members o©f ycur committee, 3as
well as other Senate leaders, a number of Juestions were rarsed
regarding =<nhe conditions under Wwhicth the sale %o Saudi Arabia o
¥=15 astritlcon aircrait and the Mul-i-Stage Improvement Progran
{MSI2} 2 -wmiztirc F-1.¢ sircrais would be made. I woul.d l.ke =2
relterate Ine 2sSsurances waiil we z2gresed weouid conditicn thls
sale.

As yC2 4nIw, =“ihe Saudis nave 1324 tne T-13 1n a resgensible :nd
cagable manner, groviding the srinciza. element in the defensive
sareld against Iranian alr incursicons against Saudi Arabia and
cther Gulf states., The Adminiszrazicn has now notified the
Congress <2I Lts intent to sell =welve additional F-15C/D aiccrai-s
0 Saud: Arabila, two to replace planes lost to date and an
additicnal ten aircraft in anticipation of future attrition
replacement requirements., The estimated value of this sale .3

$502 million.

I wish to confirm my assurance that the in-Kingdom strength of
F-15 aircraft will not exceed sixty, as authorized by the
Congress in the original sale. Delivery of two aircraft will be
made as soon as possible to replace two F-15s which have already
been lost. The Government of Saudi Arabia has agreed that the
remaining ten aircraft will be retained in the United States, at

their expense, until needed for actual replacement on a
one-for-one basis,

The Government of Saudi Arabia has reaffirmed that it has no
aggressive intentions against any state, that it will use the
F-15 aircraft only in furtherance of its legitimate self-defense,
and that it will not employ the aircraft offensively. The Saudi
Arabian Government has similarly assured us that it will not
transfer the F-15 aircraft to any third country or permit the
nationals of such country to train on the F-15 aircraft, serve as
pilots, or otherwise to have access to the aircraft without the
authorization of the United States. The assurances regarding the
basing of F-15s within the Kingdom will remain in effect.

Questions were also raised on whether MSIP would provide Saudi
Arabia with an increased ground attack capability. I want to
assure you that MSIP will not in itself markedly increase F-15
combat capability. The Saudi MSIP will be specifically tailored




to comply with assurances provided at the time of the original
P-19 sale. Since the Saudi F-15s are not used in the same
multiple roles as those of the USAF, the Saudi MSIP will not
include some upgrades planned for U.S. Air Force F-15s, such as

the state-of-the-art AN/APG-70 radar, which is designed for the
ground attack mission.

while MSIP modifications would provide hardware changes necessary
to acccmmodate more advanced, "smart® weapons, the sale of such
weapons would remain subject %o Congressional review. In
addition, Saudi F-15s will not be able to utilize such weapons
until separate software changes are made to the onbcard ccmputer
systems. The security of these systems 1s such that the software
changes can only be performed by the USAF. Saudi Arabia has not

requested nor do we intend to sell ary other systems or armaments
that would erhance the g3round a=tack capability of the F-15.

In sum, I belleve these sales serve and grotect the naticnal
security interests of the United States at a time when Saud:
Arabia faces very real threats and is actively helping us in the
Gulf. I can assure you that these sales will not alter the
military balance in the region, ror will they introduce a
fundamentally new military capability. ©On the contrary, we seek
only to maintain current levels of Saudi weaponry and make

routine upgrades or provide replacements of existing systems as
necessary.

I hope the foregoing information will be helpful and that you and
the members of your committee will join in support of the
Administration's current proposals as we seek to maintain and
strengthen security cooperation for the future.

Sincerely,

s . )
- ’/1'/ ~¢._’

Frank C. Carlucci

The Bonorable Claiborne Pell
Chairman

Committee on Foreign Relations
United States Senate
Wwashington, D.C. 20510
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Irank dizlcgue develcped during cur discussicns and the everzual
uncerstanding witn you and other Serators. Thls understanding cn
the Saudi arms package mav not have Zully satisfied us, you, or
the Saudis, but i1t met all or our respective minimal needs.
Micst 1mportentliy, 1t served the national securilty interests cX
the United States at a critical moment.

It showed the Iranians and the Arab Gulf states that the
Administration and the Congress are united in standing by American
friends that are resisting Iranian threats. In that way, it also
helped to demonstrate that the U.S. will live up to its
responsibilities in the Middle East as a whole and that we will

do what is necessary to support the forces oI moderation as they
are challerged by radical eifforts to export cr exploit Khomeini's
Islamic revolution. The need to take a strong stand against this
threat was stressed by Israeli President Herzog during his wvisit
here last week.

The Saudis are in the frontlines resisting Iran. They are
demonstrating that they are prepared to take steps to defend
themselves, and to assist and cooperate closely with us in
efforts to help preserve stability and moderation in the area.
The character and scope of their security cooperation with us is
unprecedented and is critical to our ability to operate and
protect the forces we have in the Gulf.

Apart from growing cooperation on security matters we are also
seeing Sauci policies that played perhaps the key
behind-the-scenre role in the outcome of the Amman Arab Summit,
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It is mv hepe that vou and your colleagues will continue
cooperation with Cclin Powell as he succeeds me, as well as wikh
Secretary c¢I State Shul=z and myself. This will enable both
Congress and the Administration better to protect the long-term
security of the United States and Israel and our mutual interests
in the Middle East.

Sincerely,

Attachment:
Letter to Senator Pell
of November 12, 1987

The Honorable Rudy Bcschwitz
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20210




THE WHITL HOUSE

WASHINGTOMN

November 12, 1987

Dear Mr. Zhalrman:

During Ziscussicns wilth ycu 3nd Tmembers of vyour commiitee, as
well as other Senate leaders, a numcer of zZuestions were raised
regardinz =-he ccndizions under wnich the sale to Saudi Aratb:ia ot
F-.3 actrizion aircraft and the Multi-Stage Improvement PrIgran
(\MSI2) o5 -wigting F-lf zircrade would be made., I would Like 4o
rT21T4er3te The assurinces whlIn we isreed weould condizionr shis
sa.a,

A5 JCU ANIw, tne Saudis nave 1324 tnhe F-L3 10 a resgeonsipls inz
Tacab.e Tanner, crov.ding the 2rincical element in the defzarnsive
shieid aga.nst Iranian air incursions acalﬂst Saudi Arabia z2nd
stner Sulf states, The Admpinistraticn =mas now notified che
Congress of lts Intent to sell twelve aﬁdlt onal F-15C/D aircrai:s
to Saudi Arabla, twO to replace planes lost to date and an
addizicnal ten aircrafit in anticipaticn of future attrition
replacement requirements. The estimated value of this sa.s is
$502 millien,

I wish to confirm my assurance that the in-Ringdom strength of
F-15 aircraft will not exceed sixty, as authorized by the
Congress in the original sale. Delivery of two aircraft will be
made as soon as possible to replace two F=15s which have already
been lost. The Government of Saudi Arabia has agreed that the
remaining ten aircraft will be retained in the United States, at

their expense, until needed for actual replacement on a
one~for-one basis.

The Government of Saudi Arabia has reaffirmed that it has no
aggressive intentions against any state, that it will use the
F~15 aircraft only in furtherance of its legitimate self-defense,
and that it will not employ the aircraft offensively. The Saudi
Arabian Government has similarly assured us that it will not
transfer the F-15 aircraft to any third country or permit the
nationals of such country to train on the F-1S aircraft, serve as
pilots, or otherwise to have access to the aircraft without the
authorization of the United States. The assurances regarding the
basing of F-15s within the Kingdom will remain in effect.

Questions were also raised on whether MSIP would provide Saudi
Arabia with an increased ground attack capability. I want to
assure you that MSIP will not in itself markedly increase F-15
combat capability. The Saudi MSIP will be specifically tailored




-g-

to comply with assurances provided at the time of the original
P-15 sale. Since the Saudi P-15s are not used in the same
—-altiple roles as those of the USAF, the Saudi MSIP will not
include some upgrades planned for U.S. Alir Forcs F-15s, such as

the state-of-the-art AN/APG-70 radar, which is designed for the
ground attack mission.

while MSIP modificaticons weould provide hardware changes necessary
to accermodate more advanced, "smart® weapcns, the sale of such
weapons would remain subject %0 Corgressional review., In
addition, Saudi F-1%s will not be able %o utilize such weapons
until separate software charges are made to the onboard compu%ter
systems. The security of these systems is such that the software
changes can only be performed -y the USAF, Saudi Arabia has not

requested nor do we intend to sell any cther systems or armaments
that would erhance the grcocund atzack capability of the F-15.

In sum, I zelieve these sales serve and protect the national
security interests cf the Unized States at a t-me when Saudi
Arabia faces very real threats and is ac%ively helping us in the
Gulf. I can assure you that these sales will not alter the
military balance in the region, nor will they introduce a
fundamentally new military capability. On the contrary, we seek
only to maintain current levels of Saudi weaponry and mak

routine upgrades or provide replacements of existing systems as
necessary.

I hope the foregoing information will be helpful and that you and
the members of your committee will join in support of the

Administration's current proposals as we seek to maintain and
strengthen security cooperation for the future.

Sincerely,

7. -/
. S

f/ T .
Frank C. Carlucei

The Honorable Claiborne Pell
Chai__an

Committee on Foreign Relations
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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It is my hope that 7cu and wvour colleagues will continue
coorveration with Colin Powell as he succeeds me, as well as with
Secretarv of State Shultz ard myself. This will enable both

Ve e

Congress and the Administraticn better to rrotect the long-term
securitv of the United States and Israel and our mutual interests
in the Middle East.

Sincerelv,

/7

Frank C. Carlucci

Attachment:
Letter to Senator Pell
of November 12, 1987

The Honorable Cesse Helms
United States Senate
washington, BP.C. 20510



THE WHITE MOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 12, 1987

Sear Mr. Zhairman:

Dur.ng <lscussicns wWlth ycu and rmempers of your commlittee, as
well as other Senate leaders, a number of Juestions were raised
reqarding the conditions under which the sale to Saudi Arab:ia o
P-15 attrition aircraftc and the Multi-Stage Improvement Progran
{MSI?) ZI5r eoxistinc F-1% sircrai« would be made. I would l:ixe =z
reiteraze tne assurances wnlicn we agreed would conditicn this

.
a.e.

w ¢

As JCU1 XnTWw, =ne Saudis -

Saudis nave 1322 tne F-13 1n a responsible and
cacable manrer, crov.ding the principal element in the defens:ve
snield against Iranian air incurs.cns against Saudi Arabia and
cther Gulf{ states. The Administraticon has now notified the
Ccngress of 1ts intent tc sell =welve addi%tional F=-13C/D aircrai:
to Saudi Arabla, two tec replace planes lost to date and an

additioral ten aircraft in anticipation of future attriticn

replacement requirements. The estimated value of this sal2 s
$502 million.,

I wish to confirm my assurance that the in-Kingdom strength of
F-15 aircraft will not exceed sixty, as authorized by the
Congress in the original sale. Delivery of two aircraft will be
made as soon as possible to replace two F-15s which have already
been lost. The Government of Saudi Arabia has agreed that the
remaining ten aircraft will be retained in the United States, at

their expense, until needed for actual replacement on a
one-for-one basis.

The Government of Saudi Arabia has reaffirmed that it has no
aggressive intentions against any state, that it will use the
F-15 aircraft only in furtherance of its legitimate self-defense,
and that it will not employ the aircraft offensively. The Saudi
Arabian Government has similarly assured us that it will not
transfer the F-15 aircraft to any third country or permit the
nationals of such country to train on the F-1%5 aircraft, serve as
pilots, or otherwise to have access to the aircraft without the
authorization of the United States. The assurances regarding the
basing of F-15s within the Kingdom will remain in effect.

Questions were also raised on whether MSIP would provide Saudi
Arabia with an increased ground attack capability. I want to
assure you that MSIP will not in itself markedly increase F-15
combat capability. The Saudi MSIP will be specifically tailored
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to comply with assurances provided at the time of the original
P-1% sale. Since the Saudi F-15s are not used in the same
multiple roles as those of the USAF, the Saudi MSIP will net
include some upgrades planned for U.S, Air Force F-15s, such as

the state-of-the-art AN/APG-70 radar, which is designed for the
ground attack mission,

While MSIP modifications would provide hardware changes necessary
to acccmmodate more advanced, "smart”® weapons, the sale of such
weapons would remain subject %o Congressional review. In
addition, Saudi F-15s will not be able to utilize such weapons
until separate software changes are made to the onboard computer
systems. The security of these systems 1s such that the software
changes can only be performed by the USAF, Saudi Arabia has not
requested nor do we intend o sell any other systems or armaments

that would erhance the ground atrtack capability of the F-15.

In sum, [ believe these sales serve and protect the national
security interests of the Uni<ed States at a time when Saud:i
Arabia faces very real threats and is actively helping us in the
Gulf. I can assure you that these sales will not alter the
military balance in the reqgion, rer will they introduce a
fundamentally new military capability. On the contrary, we seek
only to maintain current levels of Saudi weaponry and make

routine upgrades cr provide replacements of existing systems as
necessary.

I hope the foregoing information will be helpful and that you and
the members of your committee will join in support of the

Administration's current proposals as we seek to maintain and
strengthen security cooperation for the future.

Sincerely,

s
: . | s G
Iy

Frank ¢. Carlucci

The Bonorable Claiborne Pell
Chairman

Committee on Poreign Relations
United States Senate
washington, D.C. 20510
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we cIifer Trese assurances 1n accordance wilitih the good Zali-zi zna
“rank dialcgue devsloped during cur discussions and the evenzual
understanding with Senzate ieaders, This understanding on the
Sauc¢i arms package may not have fully satisfisd us, you, or the
Saucdis, but it met all of our respective minimal needs. Most
importantly, 1t served the national security interests of the

United States at a critical moment.

It showed the Iranians and the Arab Gulf states that the
Administration and the Congress are united in standing by American
friends that are resisting Iranian threats. In that way, it alsc
helped to demonstrate that the U.S. will iive up to its
responsibilities in the Middle East as a whole and that we will

de what is necessary to support the Zorces of mcderation as they
are challenged by radical efforts to export or exploit Khomeini's
Islamic revelution. The need to take a strong stand against thi
threat was stressed by Israeli President Herzog during his visit
here last week.

The Saudis are in the frontlines resisting Iran. They are
demonstrating that they are prepared to take steps to defend
themselves, and to assist and cooperate closely with us in
efforts to help preserve stability and moderation in the area.
The character and scogp of their security cooperation with us is
unprecedented and is critical to our ability to operate and
protect the forces we have in the Gulf.

Apart from growing cooperaticn on security matters we are also
seeing Saudi policies that plaved perhaps the kev
behind-the-scene role in the cutcome of the Amman Arab Summit,
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Frank C. Carlucci

Attachment:
Letter to Senator Pell
of November 12, 1987

The Honorable Dante Fascell
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

-~

.

s - -
e mmees
s e Zen e
, 3cTerncz

s

———— — e

Tl

R I
csiticn
7 ey
e

We

Aali~Y

ce N

ms zalzs
Sver su
cdabiliicer
o
Summit
cr attz

ontinue
as

D -

O]

> well as with
tz enable both

Ccngress and the Administration better to protect the long-term
States and Israel and our mutual interests



THE WHITE HOUSE

WAS= INGTON

November 12, 1987

Dear Mr. Chairman:
during Ziscussicns with ycu and rembers of your committee, as

well as other Senate leaders, a number of guestions were ra.sed
regarding =zhe conditions under wnich the sale to Saudi Arabia =:

P-.5 atcrition ailrcraft and the Multi-Stage Imprcvement Progran
{(MSZ2) :I5r vxilstirnc F-1%2 sircraZs would be made. I would like =¢C
reirtera=e The assurances whilh we agreed wcould condlticn =his
sa.e

As JCU XnITw

, -he Saudis nave 1:2d tne ©-13 1n a resgensible ang
capable manner, prov.ding the trincipai e.ement in the defesnsivs
snield against Iranian air 1ncursions against Saudi Arabia ard
cther Gulf states. The Administraticr has now notified the

: swe

Congress ©of its intent to sell
o Saudi Arabla, two to replace planes lost to date and an
additicnal ten ailrcraft in anticipaticn of future attriticn

replacement requirements. The estimated value of this sale 1is
$302 million,

lve additional F-15C/D aircrais

I wish to confirm my assurance that the in~-Kingdom strength of
F-15 aircraft will not exceed sixty, as authorized by the
Congress in the original sale. Delivery of two aircraft will be
made as soon as possible to replace two F-15s which have already
been lost. The Government of Saudi Arabia has agreed that the
remaining ten aircraft will be retained in the United States, at

their expense, until needed for actual replacement on a
one-for-one basis,

The Government of Saudi Arabia has reaffirmed that it has no
aggressive intentions against any state, that it will use the
F-1S aircraft only in furtherance of its legitimate self-defense,
and that it will not employ the aircraft offensively. The Saudi
Arabian Government has similarly assured us that it will not
transfer the F-15 aircraft to any third country or permit the
nationals of such country to train on the F-15 aircraft, serve as
pilots, or otherwise to have access to the aircraft without the
authorization of the United States. The assurances regarding the
basing of F-1Ss within the Kingdom will remain in effect.

Questions were also raised on whether MSIP would provide Saudi
Arabia with an increased ground attack capability. I want to
assure you that MSIP will not in itself markedly increase F-15
combat capability. The Saudi MSIP will be specifically tailored




to comply with assurances provided at the time of the original
P-1% sale. Since the Saudi PF-15s are not used in the same
multiple roles as those of the USAF, the Saudi MSIP will not
include some upgrades planned for U.S. Air Force F-15s, such as

the state-of-the-art AN/APG-70 radar, which is designed for the
ground attack mission.

While MSIP modifications would provide hardware changes necessary
to acccmmodate more advanced, "smart" weapons, the sale of such
weapons would remain subject to Congressional review., In
addition, Saudi F-15s will not be able to utilize such weapons
until separate software changes are made to the onbocard computer
systems. The security of these systems is such that the software
changes can only be performed by the USAF. Saudi Arabia has not
requested nor do we intend to sell any other systems or armaments
that would enhance the ground attack capability of the F-15.

In sum, I believe these sales serve and protect the national
security interests of the United States at a time when Saud:
Arabila faces very real threats and is actively helping us in the
Gulf. 1 can assure you that these sales will not alter the
military balance in the region, nor will they introduce a
fundamentally new military capability. On the contrary, we seek
only to maintain current levels of Saudi weaponry and make

routine upgrades or provide replacements of existing systems as
necessary.

I hope the foregoing information will be helpful and that you and
the members of your committee will join in support of the
Administration's current proposals as we seek to maintain and
strengthen security cooperation for the future.

Sincerely,

. // AR

l/’ T .
Frank C. Carlucci

The Honorable Claiborne Pell
Chairman

Committee on Foreign Relations
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510
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sIP upgradint oI *he F-12, the letier shtitas

will rno* ftranscorm oo Jsudil T-15s into oz ozrIond
we olifer these asszurances in accordance with the gecod faitn and
“rark dialogue developed during cur discussicons and the evencual
understanding with Senate leaders. This understanding cn tie
Saudil arms package may nct have fully satisfied us, you, cr the
Saudis, but it met all of our respective minimal needs. Most

importantly, it served the ratiocnal security interests cf the
United States at a critical moment,

It showed the Iranians and the Arab Guli states that the
Administration and the Congress are united in standing by American
friends that are resisting Iranian threats. 1In that way, it also
helped to demcnstrate that the U.S. will live up tc 1its
responsibilities in the Middle East as a whole and that we will

do what is necessary to support the forces of moderation as they
are chalilenged by radical efforts to expeort or exploit Khomeini's
Islamic revolution. The need to take a strong stand against this
threat was stressed by Israeli President Herzog during his visit
here last week.

The Saudis are in the frontlines resisting Iran. They are
demonstrating that they are prepared to take steps to defend
themselves, and to assist and cooperate closely with us 1in
efforts to help preserve stability and moderation in the area.
The character and scope of their security cooperation with us 1is
unprecedented and is critical to our ability tc operate and
protect the forces we have in the Gulf.

Apart from growing cocperation on securitv matters we are also
seeing Saudi policies that played perhaps the key
behind-the-scene role in the cutccme oI the Amman Arab Summit,
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Fhac tners wWags agr=ement 27 ACTaAn on Tediglng Zurrort Zor the
FLC. Sauu:r frabla and the ~rher T4l 2rab s-ates, strengthened
crliticalls Zn UV8, polit: o= rz o znd hoo~ur military
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Taudi Araclz'z willlivgrnaess to move In diracticns we have lona
sovaht raflacos greazer faudi -~onfidsroz Lo ULE, reliabilicy ozvnd
shavire Tiwer. The gulet understandingz reached between the
u nistrasior =rd the Concress <n the current arms sales calliacs
-- 1n rmarxeg cConirast fo esrller puplic disputes over such
issues -- helped reassure the Saudis ¢f our dependability. This
vew, posltive approach came 3ust belore the Arman Summit and we
know that it had a very favcrable impact upon Saudi attitudes.

It is my hope that veou and vour colleagues will ccntinue
ccoperation with Cclin Powell as he succeeds me, as well as wit
Secretary oI State Shultz and myself. This will enable both
Congress and the Administration better to protect the long-term
security of the United States and Israel and our mutual interests
in the Middle East.

Sincerely,

C. Carlucci

Attachment:
Letter tc Senator Pell
of November 12, 1987

The Honorable William S&, Broomfield
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C, 20515



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTOMN

November 12, 1987

Near Mr. Chairman:

During <iscussions with ycu and members of your committee, as
well as cther Senate leaders, a number of Juestions were raised
regarding =n

e conditions under which the sale to Saudi Arabi- of
F=15 attrition aircraft and +he Multi-Stage Improvement Program
(MSIP2) I5r «xrsting F-1% sircrait would be made. 1 would like =c
reiterate the assurances which we agreed would condition this

P S Sy
3.2,

As 71 XnCw, tihe Saudls have
zapable nmanrer,

232d zne F-.3 Ln a responsible anc
croviuding the principal e.ement in the defensive
snield against Iranian air incursions against Saudi Arabia anrd
cther Gulf states. The Administration has now notified the
Corgress of i1ts intent to sell twelve additional F-15C/D aircraic
to Saudi Arabia, two to replace planes lost to date and an
additional ten aircraft in anticipation of future attrition

replacement requirements, The estimated value of this sale is
$502 million,

I wish to confirm my assurance that the in-Kingdom strength of
F-15 aircraft will not exceed sixty, as authorized by the
Congress in the original sale. Delivery of two aircraft will be
made as soon as possible to replace two F-15s which have already
been lost. The Government of Saudi Arabia has agreed that the

r naining ten aircraft will be retained in the UOnited States, at

their expense, until needed for actual replacement on a
one~-for-one basis,

The Government of Saudi Arabia has reaffirmed that it has no
aggressive intentions against any state, that it will use the
F-15 aircraft only in furtherance of its legitimate self-defense,
and that it will not employ the aircraft offensively. The Saudi
Arabian Government has similarly assured us that it will not
transfer the F-15 aircraft to any third country or permit the
nationals of such country to train on the F-15 aircraft, serve as
pilots, or otherwise to have access to the aircraft without the
authorization of the United States. The assurances regarding the
basing of F-15%s within the Kingdom will remain in effect.

Questions were alsc raised on wh :her MSIP would provide Saudi
Arabia with an increased ground attack capability. 1 want to
assure you that MSIP will not in itself markedly increase F-l15
combat capability, The Saudi MSIP will be specifically tailored




e

to comply with assurances provided at the time of the original
P-19% sale. Since the Saudi F-15s are not used in the same
multiple roles as those of the USAF, the Saudi MSIP will not
include some upgrades planned for U.S. Air Force F-1S5s, such as

the state-of-the-art AN/APG-70 radar, which is designed for the
ground attack mission.

Wwhile MSIP modifications would provide hardware changes necessary
to accommodate more advanced, "smart® weapons, the sale of such
weapons would remain subject to Congressional review., In
addition, Saudi F-15s will not be able to utilize such weapons
until separate software changes are made to the onbocard computer
systems. The security of these systems is such that the software
changes can only be performed by the USAF. Saudi Arabia has not
requested nor do we intend to sell any other systems or armaments
that would erhance the ground attack capability of the F-15.

In sum, I believe these sales serve and protect the national
security interests of the United States at a time when Saudi
Arabia faces very real threats and is actively helping us in the
Gulf. I can assure you that these sales will not alter the
military balance in the region, nor will they introduce a
fundamentally new military capability. On the contrary, we seek
only to maintain current levels of Saudi weaponry and make

routine upgrades or provide replacements of existing systems as
necessary.

I hope the foregoing information will be helpful and that you and
the members of your committee will join in support of the
Administration's current proposals as we seek to maintain and
strengthen security cooperation for the future.

Sincerely,

S | o

¢ / ’
Frank C. Carlucci

The Bonorable Claiborne Pell
Chairman

Committee on Foreign Relations
United States Senate
Wwashington, D.C. 20510




WITHDRAWAL SHFET
Ronald Reagan Library

Collection Name Withdrawer
BURNS, WILLIAM: FILES MJD 2/8/2008
File Folder FOIA
SAUDI ARABIA (6) F03-028
CARSON
Box Number
91843 6
ID  Document Type No of Doc Date Restric-
Documenrt Nocrrintinn pages tions
50432 MEMO 1 11/20/1987 Bl

BOB OAKLEY TO THE VICE PRESIDENT RE
ABDULLAH'S VISIT

I ne anove aocuments were not referred for declassification review at time of processing
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.




WITHDRAWAL SHEET
Ronald Reagan Library

Collection Name Withdrawer
BURNS, WILLIAM: FILES MID 2/8/2008
File Folder FOIA
SAUDI ARABIA (6) F03-028
CARSON
Box Number
91843 6
ID  Document Type No of Doc Date Restric-
Document Description _ pages tions
50433 CABLE 3 11/17/1987 Bl
171516Z NOV 87

The above aocuments were not referred for declassification review at time of processing
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA)

B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.




9104

CLN

T Praasident has sean

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

........

December 10, 1987 e —
3
INFOPMATION 7 L
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT \
FROM: COLIN L. P %‘G}V
SUBJECT: King Fahd letter

King Fahd has written a single, identical letter to you and
General Secretary Gorbachev stressing the importance of the
Summit to international peace and security and pinpointing three
specific issues for particular consideration: the Palestinian
problem, the Iran-Iraq war and Afghanistan. There are no
proposals for action, other than implementing UNSC Resolution 598
on the Iran-Iraqg war. The latter closes with the King's "wishes
for the success of your historic summit."

Attachment

Tab A Letter from King Fahd

cc Vice President
Chief of Staff (2)
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His Excellency
Mr. Ronald Reagan
President of the United States of America.

His Excellency
Mr. Mikhail Gorbachev
Secretary-General of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

Gentlemen:

It is a pleasure, on the occasion of the American-Soviet Summit to
convey to you my best regards. It is my wish and hope that your
conference succeed in serving international peace and security,
issues which your friendly nations have great responsibilities
towards.

On this occasion, I would like to state that the issue of
international peace and security is one of importance to all
nations of this world, whether large or small, regardless of their
orientations or systems. This is particularly true in this day
and age where increased contacts and inderdefendence have become a
reality. It is for this reason that the people of all nations are
looking to your historic summit with confidence and hope that
security and stability will prevail through-out the world.

I would like to take this opportunity to point to the many
problems and difficulties from which the Middle East is suffering.
I am confident that you are aware of them and will give them the
consideration they deserve. One of those problems is the
Palestinian problem. The Palestinian people, a people which has
suffered for many years due to the denial of its basic rights as
guaranteed it by all international resolutions, foremost of which
are the United Nations resolutions, is placing a lot of hope in
your wisdom and appreciation for its just human cause.

Allow me to also take this opportunity to point to the Iran-Iragq
war., Many years have passed which left behind destruction and
suffering for the people of both countries exceeding all bonds of
conflict between two nations. In fact, this war threatens the
security and stability of the region. It also poses a threat to
world peace due to its international impact. There is an urgent
need to bring it to an end.



It is our hope that you succeed in your great attempts to assure
implementation of the United Nations Security Council Resolution
to end this war and deter any current and future dangers eminating
from it.

Finally, I would like to point to the cause of the people of
Afghanistan, a just human cause involving its national rights and
dignity. I am confident that you will give this cause the
attention it deserves.

There is great hope in the establishment of a new international
system under your auspicious based on cooperation and solidarity
among all nations and people which would guarantee this world
security, stability and prosperity.

I would like to reiterate my wishes for the success of your
historic summit and convey to you personally my best personal
regards.

Sincerely

Fahad bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud
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