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FOREIGN TRAVEL - U.S. OFFJCIALS 

~ 
.(PROPOSED MAY NOT YET BE FINALLY APPROVED) 

TRAVELER COUNTRY TO BE VISTED & DATE 

AUSTRIA 

Vienna (May 18-19) 

BENELUX COUNTRIES 

Brussels & Luxembourg (May 12-16) 

Luxembourg (May 16-18 

Brussels (Unknown) 

CANADA 

Montreal & Ottawa (May 26-28) 

Quebec City (May 31-June 3) 

FRANCE 

Paris (May 13-15) 

Paris (May 12-16) 

Paris (May 17-18) 

Nyle C. Brady (AID) 

Richard E. Burt (State) 

Alexander M. Haig, Jr. (SecState) 
H. Allen Holmes (State) 

William H. Morris, Jr. (Commerce) 

Anne M. Gorsuch (EPA) 

Bernard J. Wunder, Jr. (Commerce) 

H. Allen Holmes (State) 

Charles Wick (USICA) 

Selwa Roosevelt (Chief of Protocal 

Current as of: 
13 May 1982 

PURPOSE 

Science Ministers Meeting 

SCG Meeting in Brussels/NATO 
Ministerial in Luxembourg 

North Atlantic Council 
Ministerial. 

Proposed Coal Mission to Eur. 

World Symposium on Asbestos. 

Special International Info 
Industry Conference 

Summit Preparatory Meeting 

Preparations for public affair : 
aspects of President's summit 
trip & planning for Atlantic
Pacific Youth Exchanges. 

Discuss protocal matters in 
conj. with President's and 
First Lady's summit travel. 
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COUNTRY TO BE VISTED & DATE 

FRANCE (Continued} 

Paris (May 20-23} 

Paris (Unknown} 

Paris (May 21} 

Versailles (May 20-23} 

VPrsailles (June 4-10} 

F~ 

Bonn & Munich (May 23-29} 

ITALY 

Milan (Unknown} 

FOREIGN TRAVEL - U. S. OFfJCIALp 

'l'RAVELER 

Seeley G. Lodwick (Agric} 

William H. Morris, Jr. 

Henry E. Thomas (Energy} 
Ken Davis (Energy} 

Robert Hormats (State} 
Beryl Sprinkle (Treasuru) 
Hi=mry Na·u (NSC} 

Alexander M. Haig, Jr. 
I (SecState} 

Seeley G. Lodwick (Agric} 

William H. Morris, Jr. (Commerce} 

PURPOSE 

Consult w/USSR officials re 
U.S./USSR grain 

Proposed Coal Mission to Europe 

IEA Ministerial and dinner for 
Energy Ministers 

Meeting of the President's 
personal reps to prepare for 
summit. 

Summit with President. 

Consult with U.S. Agric Coun
selors in EC posts and speech 
to International Assoc. Seed 
Crushers. 

Proposed Coal Mission to Europe 
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COUNTRY TO BE VISTED & DATE 

SCANDINAVIAN COUNTRIES 

Sweden, Finland, Norway, 
Denmark (May 28-13 June} 

FOREIGN TR~VEL - U. S. OFFJCIALp 

'l'Rl\VELER 

ichard Perle (DoD} 

Sandefjord, Norway (May 13-15} IRichard Burt (State} 

Stockholm, Sweden (late May -
early June} - IPaula Stern (Inter'l Trade Comm.} 

Stockholm/Goteborg, Sweden 
(June 22-28} IJohn B. Slaughter (Nat'l Sci. Fdn.} 

I 

Helsinki, Rovaniemi, Finland 
(June 28-30} IJohn B. Slaughter (Nat'l Sci. Fdn.} 

SPAIN 

Madrid (Unknown} 

Madrid (May 25-26} 

SWITZERLAND 

Geneva (May 1-18) 

William H. Morris, Jr. (Cornrn~rce) 

Henry E. Thomas (Energy) 
Ken Davis (Enerqy) 

Edward N. Brandt, M.D. (Health Dept) 

PURPOSE 

Lead U.S. Delegation for bi
laterial discussions with each 
country's govt. officials on 
defense and security issues. 

NATO Ministerial 

Participation in Seminars re 
trade. 

Visit Nat'l Swedish Board for 
Technical Development and the 
Nat'l Sci. Research Council. 

Keynote speaker at America 
nay Celebration. 

Proposed Coal Mission to Europe 

Meet w/Spanish nuclear energy 
reps and Spanish Sec. of Energy 

U.S. Delegation to the 35th 
Session World Health Apsembly 
and WHO Exec Board Meeting. 

I 
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COUNTRY TO BE VISTED & DATE 

UNITED KINGDOM 

London & Dublin (May 20-26) 

London (June 22-25) 

Birmingham (June 9-11) 

London (June 30-July -2) 

FORETGN TRAVEL - U.S. OFFICJAL~ 

TRAVELER 

ndrew Lewis (Ser.Trana). 

Herman E. Roser (Energy) 

ancy Harvey Steorts (U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission) 

John B. Slaughter (Nat'l Sci. Fdn.) 

PURPOSE 

Participate in annual policy 
review of trans matters and to 
represent the U.S. at 55th 
session of the EC conf of 
Ministers of Transportation. 

Attend '82 U.S./U.K. Stocktake 

Nat'l Home Safety Conference. 

Discussion of increased 
opportunities between U.S./U.K. 
Scientists. 



SPECIAL REPORT: MOSCOW PEACE CONFERENCE 

18 May 1982 

Dear News Directors and Publications Editors: 

A major religious happening has just concluded in Moscow: 
"The World Conference of Religious Workers for Saving the 
Sacred Gift of Life from Nuclear Catastrophe." This special 
EWNS packet will focus on that conference and the events 
surrounding it. 

The following pages coutain an EWNS editorial addressed to 
Dr. Billy Graham, EWNS interviews with persons attending 
the conference and background information reprinted from 
various newspapers and publications. When Dr. Graham makes 
his own public statement, that, too, will be available 
through our offices. 

We know of your interest in this important historic 
event. I believe that you will find the enclosed 
material to be of help to you in deciphering the 
statements made and questions raised last week in 
Moscow. 

Kind regards from our staff, 

CONTENTS: 

EDITORIAL COMMENT: GRAHAM'S MISSION 
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EDJTORIAL COMMENT: 

GRAHAM'S MISSION OF UNDERSTANDING 
LEAVES MUCH TO BE UNDERSTOOD 

ewns 

In hopes that his visit would "make at least a small contribution to 

better understanding between the peoples of the Soviet Union, the United 

States and other countries of the world", Dr. Billy Graham announced 

his plans to participate as an observer at the Moscow "World Conference 

of Religious Workers for Saving the Sacred Gift of Life From Nuclear 

Catastrophe." From the very outset Dr. Graham was warned by Reagan 

administration officials (one being Vice President George Bush) and countless 

religious leaders that his very presence at the conference would tend 

to falsely portray the Soviet Union as being a nation of peace and religious 

freedom. 

Now we have only to look in retrospect upon the confusion and bewilder

ment left behind by Dr. Graham's six-day visit to see that his presence 

and controversial statements did just that. 

It is not our intention to belittle Dr. Graham, a man who has for 

many years championed the cause of world evangelism. But this policy of 

"dialectical evangelism" with the very enemies of any concept of the Divine 

is a policy which should and must be challenged. It is that issue that 

we desire to pursue. And perhaps it is best related in questions for 

Dr. Graham himself to answer: 

1. Dr. Graham, you said in Moscow, "I have experienced total liberty 

in what I wanted to say. So from my personal experience I have had liberty." 

However, did you not censor yourself by obviously avoiding statements that 

would have offended your Soviet hosts? When speaking with key indiviuuals 

within your organization prior to your arrival in Moscow, we were told that 

you would word your statements carefully so as not to close any doors for 

future trips to the Soviet Union. Is this what you term speaking with 

total liberty? 

2. Dr. Graham, speaking at the Evangelical Christian Baptist Church 

you quoted from the New Testament passage found in Romans chapter 13. 

In this context you encouraged the believers present to "obey the 

authorities." But, Dr. Graham, hqw should these Soviet believers obey 
,, 

their Marxist authorities? Should evangelical believers desist in the 

printing of Bibles and religiovs literature because Soviet authorities 

forbid it? Should believers in the Soviet Union deny Christ's mandate to 

--more--rnore--more--



ewns 
Editorial Comment cont'd. 

evangel ize the lost because their authorities say it is illegal to 

propagate religious beliefs? Should Christians in that nation deny religious 

instruction to youth because Soviet law prohibits the teaching of religious 

conc e p ts to children under 18 years of age? Dr. Graham, what did you mean? 

when , ou said without exception to your Moscow audience that they should 

"obey the authorities"? 

3. Dr. Graham, regarding the young Christian woman who silently 

hel J a cloth sign from the balcony of the Baptist church with the words: 

"W~ have m re than 150 prisoners for the work of the Gospel." 

Wha t did you mean when you said, "Some people can be detained for all 

kinds of reasons. We detain people in the United States if we catch them 

doi1g something wrong. I've had people coming to my services in the 

U.S. a nd causing disturbances, and they've been taken out by the police."? 

Dr. G ~ham, was this young believer doing something wrong? Was she 

caus i n a disturbance? Can you compare her to the protesters who 

have t - occasion sought to disrupt your services in the West? 

Dr. Graham, you said you had - not time to meet with the unofficial 

religiuus groups in Moscow because your Soviet hosts "have got my time 

blo,·.:~ed out hour by hour." However, your schedule, as distributed by your 

st~ f f, showed that you had no events scheduled Tuesday evening, Wednesday 

mor nir.g , or all -,day Thursday, when you were expected to leave. Was there 

r e3 lly no time at all to meet with the representatives of these many groups 

whc say hey are being mistreated and imprisoned Lecause they p ec1eh the 

Gospel of Christ and are evangelicals just like you? (We gratefully 

ackno· , l edge the fact that Dr. Graham did meet for a short time with members 

o f t t 2 Chmykhalov and Vashchenko families who have been religious refugees 

i n the basement of the U.S. Embassy in Moscow for almost four years, but 

it i s . t h i s writer ' s op i n i on that the conditions that Graham's 

representatives placed upon the six Pentecostalists were highly objectionable 

Lsee enclosed article "Graham Visits Soviet Pentecostalists~7.) 

It is well worth noting that READERS' DIGEST writer John Barron, 

i n his book "KGB--The Secret Work of Soviet Secret A.gents" writes of the 

u t ii : z - tion of people from the West by the KGB to carry out successful 

di s i :1 f ormation programs. Such victims of KGB strategy are innocently 

naive . 

--mnrP. --mnrP.--mnre --
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Editorial Comment cont'd. 

0 

We quote from Chapter Eight: "Visiting politicians, scholars, 

journalists, clergymen and other professionals whose opinions are influential 

are the most common targets of concerned disinformation efforts. Typically, 

the KGB strives to control what the foreigner sees while persuading him 

that he's really seeing what he wishes. 

"In practicing what it calls disinformation, the Soviet Union has for 

years sponsored grand deceptions calculated to mislead, confound or inflame 

foreign opinion. Some of these subterfuges have had considerable impact 

on world affairs." 

We have just received in our Pasadena office a book sent to us from 

the Soviet Embassy in Washington, DC. The book entitled "What the Soviet 

Constitution Guarantees" was just recently printed in Moscow by the Soviet 

propaganda mill Novosti Press Agency Publishing House. Beginning on page 82 

is a chapter titled "Religious Freedom" written by Vladimir Kuroyedov, 

Chair man of the Council for Religious Affairs under the USSR Council of 

Ministers--an integral part of the Soviet government. 

In the chapter Kuroyedov seeks to establish his claim to absolute 

religious freedom in the Soviet Union. He does so by quoting one previous 

guest of that nation--a renown minister of the Gospel. We quote: "General 

Secretary of the European Baptist Congerence Gerhard Class (sic), w.ho was 

one of the 660 participants at the World Conference of Religious Workers 

for Lasting Peace, Disarmament and Just Relations Among Nations held · n 1 977 

in Moscow, said that on returning to their countries the participants would 

be asked what they had done to defend human rights, and in particular freedom 

of religious worship. 

"Of course, we shall know how to answer that question," said Gerhard 

Class (sic). "We shall speak about the Conference, the draft of the Soviet 

Constitution, the religious freedom we saw in the Soviet Union and the 

leniency so often shown by the Soviet government towards some believers 

convicted for breaches of the law. I stress~-for breaches of the law, and 

not for their religious beliefs, which is something many people in the West 

unfortunately do not understand." 

Again, we at East/West News Service do not question Dr. Graham's 

--more--more--more--
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Editorial Comment cont'd. 

sincere motives nor his desire to evangelize the lost of Moscow in the name 

of the Prince of Peace, but we must look at the policy of the dialectic 

involved and question the practicality of presenting a false impression 

about the host government at the expense of those who are persecuted for 

their efforts to evangelize the Soviet Union. 

Could it possibly be that the only ones designating a need for 

spiritual help at the end of this Graham crusade were those who reached 

out feeble hands to Graham in search of help but found none? Or perhaps 

the only tears that streamed down distressed faces were those of believers 

who found bitter disappointment by being ignored by their foremo s t 

spiritual leader? 



EWNS SPECIAL INTERVIEW 

~UTHERAN BISHOP FINDS HOPE IN 
:ONTROVERSIAL MOSCOW CONFERENCE 

ewns 

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn., U.S.A. (EWNS) -- Dr. David Preus, presiding 
)ishop of the American Lutheran Church, confronted what could have become 
1n anti-Western trend at the recent "Religious Workers for Saving the 
3acred Gift of Life from Nuclear Catastrophe" conference in Moscow. It 
vas Preus who stood before delegates from around the world and said the 
jathering was on the verge of becoming an anti-Western forum with dialogue 
vhich only belongs in the United Nations. 

Soon after this warning and several threatened walkouts, the tenor 
)f the conference changed. Preus, who actively promotes his ideas about peace 
Ln the west, says the diverse religious leaders were able to come to some 
3pecific conclusions, making haedway in international church relations. And 
1e says despite the temptation of numerous tangent subjects, nuclear arms 
ind its relation to peace remained the primary focus. 

In an interview with East/West News Service Preus disCTu £sed the 
:onference, its outcome and the controversy surrounding Billy Graham's 
3tatements. The following are exerpts from that interview: 

~WNS: What, in you opinion, was accomplished at this conference? Were 
rou satisfied with the results? 

?REUS: Yes, I was satisfied with the results. I thought that the 
1ccomplishment was in getting a wide-ranging, 600 person collection 
)f religious believers from vertually all of the major religions to agree 
)n a statement (which is directed) to the nations and all religious bodies 
Eor a stopping of the nuclear arming and a beginning being made in 
reducing these weapons. 

~WNS: Now that you have attended an international conference of this type, 
io you think religious groups can work together objectively without 
jovernment interference? 

?REUS: That remains to be seen. But at least a beginning has been made. 

~WNS: You challenged the conference delegates at a crucial point in the 
Neek. You said that the meeting was on the verge of becoming an anti-Western 
?ropaganda ploy. Why did you say this? 

?REUS: During the first part of- the conference ... there was a long sequence of 
speeches and they were overwhelmingly taking a line that the Soviet Union and 
its leadership were the peace loving people, and that Western imperialists 
Ne re the warmongers. The blame was obviously on ·the west and particularly 
t he U.S. And the White Knight was the Soviet Union. 

~WNS: How did Western church leaders react? 

?REUS: Well, obviously if that had continued it would have been a failure 
1s a confe rence. And some of us would have simply had to leave and come home. 

~WNS: How was this resolved? 

?REUS: At the point where I thought it important and I happened to have the 
nicrophone I indicated that if that was the direction we were to go ... all 



EWNS SPECIAL INTERVIEW/2 ewns 
PREUS ....... continued 

purpose of our corning together would be lost. (Approximately half of the 
people there applauded the statement with vigor.) From then on I think it 
became clear that unless an evenhandedness prevailed, that as far as east 
and west were concerned, there was no successful conclusion to the meeting. 

8WNS: Did this evenhandedness become part of the conference? If so, 
then how? 

PREUS: In the speeches themselves people quit that kind of propagandizing. 
~nd' then secondly, ~in the draftirrg committee which produced the statements 
~hich were ultimately put before the conference. 

8WNS: Are there elements in the conference's conclusions which ca# now 
be used by the Soviets for propaganda purposes? 

PREUS: There is no question that if they want to lift particular 
statements out of the documents they can do so. There is no way to avoid 
that possibility. But if the documents and statements themselves are 
iistributed at all, then I have confidence that anyone reading them will 
recognize that this is not a call simply to the west to find ways to reduce 
their nuclear armaments, but to the east as well. 

~WNS: Did you raise the question of religious rights and its accompanying 
issues at any level, either during the conference or outside? 

?REUS: Not in the public assernblies .. ;.We made a serious effort to stay 
)ff any subject but the nuclear issue itself. And hence, there were only 
tangential references to human rights. We did include in the draft a 
reference to the necessity of the countries honoring ... the Helsinki 
2greernents. We tried, not completely successfully, to keep both religious 
rights and political concerns with a low profile. Afghanistan, the Middle 
~ast or Poland--anyone of those could have dominated the conference if you 
1ad started taking the focus off nuclear arms. 

~WNS: Did you see any evidence of religious repression in the Soviet Union? 

~ 

?REUS: I had no opportunity to see personally anything except the conference 
Ltself ... to see things out and beyond. I've had enough conversations with 
Jelievers from the east ... to know that religious freedom as we understand it 
Ln this country simply does not exist in the Soviet Union. 

~WNS: Billy Graham has been quoted as exhorting the Baptist congregation to 
)bey government authority--he reportedly used the text from Romans. Were 
rou at that service? 

?REUS: No, I was not. 

~WNS: What is your personal view about that text being used? 

'REUS: That would be one of those things where I would have to know the 
:ontext. It is hard for me to imagine what the purpose of that particular 
,tatement in that setting would be. But I do not know what else he 
(Graham) said. 



f\MERICAN EVANGELIST "COMPARES" 
CHURCHES IN MOSCOW, HOMETOWN 

ewns 

MOSCOW, U.S.S.R. (EWNS) -- Billy Graham, ending a controversial visit 
to the Soviet Union, declared May 12 that he had seen no evidence of religious 
repression. He offered a comparison that suggested that in the churches he had 
visited in Moscow, religion was faring at least as well as in Charlotte, N.C., 
1is hometown, Evangelical Press News Service reports. 

Graham also seemed to play down the arrest of a young woman who during an 
)fficially sanctioned Baptist service that he attended May 9, unfurled a banner 
?retesting the imprisonment of Christians. The 63-year-old evangelist, in reply 
to an American reporter who asked whether he was making inquiries about the 
~oman, said he had only the reporter's word that the woman was detained, and 
2dded: "Some people can be detained for all kinds of reasons. We detain people 
Ln the United States if we catch them doing something wrong. I've had people 
:oming to my services in the U.S. and caus ing disturbances and they've been 
t aken out by the police." 

The reference to Charlotte came when a reporter from a television station 
there asked whether the evangelist agreed with a ranking figure from the 
)rthodox Church in India. Metropolitan Paulos mar Gregarios, the official, 
~old the news conference earlier that the religious leaders' conference on 
1uclear weapons that Graham came to attend had been "very significant in 
iispelling the false notion that there is no religious freedom in this country." 
;r.aham replied, "Not necessarily. I'm .just telling you I don't know all about 
Lt. I've only been to Moscow and I've been in all these meetings and I haven't 
1ad a chance, but Saturday night I went to three Orthodox churches that were 
jammed to capacity. You'd never get that in Charlotte, N.C." 

Referring to two sermons he gave Sunday, one at the Baptist church and 
:he other at the Russian Orthodox Patriarchal Cathedral, Graham went on to say 
:hat "on Sunday morning the same was true. And it would seem to me that the 
:hurches that are open, of which there are thousands, they seem to have liberty 
:o hav e worship services." 

The news conference was one of the last events in a six-day visit Graham 
1ndertook against the urging of senior Reagan administration officials, 
Lncluding Vice President George Bush, who spoke to the evangelist before he 
Left to voice their fears that his trip would be exploited by Soviet authorities 
:or propaganda purposes. Graham came anyway, say ing the need to curb the 
1uclear arms race surmounted other considerations. 

The concern in Washington presumably was that the Soviets would use 
;raham's presence to bolster a "peace campaign" that the Kremlin has launched, 
:he main purpose of which has been to persuade world opinion that the United 
,tates is responsible for increasing the risks of nuclear war. 



ewns 
3RAHAM URGES WORLD LEADERS TO 
rAME "MINDLESS FEVER" OF NUCLEAR CONFLICT 

MOSCOW, U.S.S.R. (EWNS) -- Billy Graham urged U.S. and Soviet leaders 
vtay 12 to hold a get-acquainted summit and tame the "mindless fever" of nuclear 
:onflict that threatens to destroy the world. Graham's speec h, welcomed with 
the longest ovation yet heard at a Soviet-sponsored conferenc~ of world 
religious leaders, included a brief plea for religious freedom i the world 
~ithout mentioning the Soviet Union, Evangelical Press News Ser v ice reports. 

"We should urge all governments to respect the rights of r e ligious 
oelievers," Graham said. But Graham, 63, told reporters he was making private 
1ppeals on behalf of the two families of Pentecostalist Chris t ians who have 
been taking refuge at the U.S. Embassy for nearly four years . 

In a speech to the religious leaders from more than 100 countries, Graham 
proposed a five-point peace plan to steer the world away frrn~ war, whose risk 
he said was greater than ever before. In an 11-page speech s tudded with 
biblical references, Graham called on President Leonid Brezh1.ev and President 
Reagan to hold a summit and open wide exchanges between their t wo nations. 
3raham said his summit proposal was intended to encourage a mee ting where 
3rezhnev and Reagan would "simply to get to know one another as human beings." 

In contrast to leaders of the Russian Orthodox Church who 1 ~ed the 
:onference May 11 to endorse political proposals of the Sovie t 0vernment and 
1ttack the United States, Graham did not speak about specific U.0 . policies. 
rhe American evangelist had said earlier he was concerned about t he excessively 
?Olitical atmosphere at the conference, whose first session May l l was marked 
oy a series of strongly anti-American speeches. 

The conference broke into controversy May 11 when two A,,1e r i can clerics 
1ppealed from the rostrum for Soviet and third world delegates t o abandon 
1ttempts to turn the meeting into a propaganda attack on the Uni t ':-d States.. 
rhere was strong applause from a few dozen delegates from Br itain, the United 
States and other Western countries when Bishop David W. Preus , a 59-y ear-old 
Lutheran from Minneapolis, opened his stint as the conference 's ? residing 
officer with a strongly worded warning that the gathering was '' in danger of 
becoming a political forum heavily tilted against'' the United St ates and other 
Western countries. 

However, Bishop Preus appeared to speak for a minority of t he 1,000 or more 
1elegates who packed the Congress Hall in the new International ·rrade Center 
here. Many of the foreign delegates, including an unknown num~er who were 
brought here at Sovi et e xpense , h ad app l a u ded ear l ier when speakers attacked 
American policies on the Middle East and nuclear arms in terms that closely 
paralleled Soviet propaganda. Bishop Preus said that he came to the meeting 
believing that the delegates could rise above "national, ideolo y~ c al, political 
and religious differences" and unite behind a common appeal to all nations to 
halt t he nuclear spiral. But, he added, after "basically theological 
statements" by hierarchs from the Russian Orthodox Church, orqanizer of the 
me et ing , "we have been treated mainly to a series of politica l ~peeches better 
suited f or t h e United Nations." 
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GRAHAM VISITS SOVIET PENTECOSTALS 

MOSCOW, U.S.S.R. (EWNS) -- American evangelist Billy Graham 

surprised Christians with a one-hour, fifteen-minute visit with 
·six Siberian Pentecostals who have taken refuge in the American 
Embassy here. Criticism of the Soviets by Gra~~ has been lean 

and, prior to Graham's arrival here, some media reports predicted 

only the slightest mention of religious rights at all during his 

current visit. Graham preached in two Soviet churches and 

participated in the Soviet-sponsored religious conference on 

nuclear disarmament. 
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Seven" before one member returned to Siberia earlier this year prayed 1 
CORRESPONDENTS 

The Vashchenkos and the Chmykhalovs, known as the "Siberian 

amd read the Bible with Graham in their embassy quarters. 

later told of stringent preconditions for the me~ting and 

dissatisfaction over the outcome. 

But they INMUNICH 
BERLIN 

of ~~: 
ATHENS 

BANGKOK 
SINGAPORE 

"Many people have come to visit us, some very high_officials, HONGKONG 

during our three years and ten months here (in the embassy)," Lyuba Jeffrey A. C~= 
• AMERICAN Vashchenko told Danny Smith, campaign organizer for the Campaign to DIRECTOR 

Free the Siberian Seven. "But this was the hardest visit in terms THE 

of preparations." 

Graham aides met with the two families prior to the 

arrival. They told the Vashchenkos and Chmykhalovs that 

INTERNATIONAL 
CHRISTIAN 

NEWS AGENCY 

evangelist's 

no photographs 

MONITORING 
HUMANITY• 

UNDER 
ATHEISM 

could be taken and asked that the curtains be drawn. This was to prevent 

reporters outside from snapping photos. 
The Pentecostals say Graham, himself, asked them not to talk with 

reporters about the visit until after he had returned to the United States, 
the Los Angeles times (12 May 1982) reports. They refused. 

As for the actual visit itself, Vashchenko told the Los Angeles Timest 
"It was nothing special: It was as if we were visited by an ordinary paste~. 

--more--more--more--
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·GRAHAM VISITS SOVIET.~.continued 

"He said he understood our situation. I asked what he will do when 

he goes back. He said he would call on people and ask them to pray." 

Soon after the visit Graham told reporters, "I had a wonderful time ... 

I came here as a pastor, and that's all I can say." 

Graham aides indicated that the evangelist hopes to return someday 

and be permitted to preach to larger crowds in the Soviet Union. They 

further suggested that a solution to the Pentecostals' dilemma might be 

forthcoming if he conducts himself discreetly. He has met with top Soviet 

Officials. 

Western Christians have espoused mixed opinior.s about Graham's trip. 

Some firmly opposed the visit, while most called upon Graham to raise the 

question of religious rights. While his public comments· have not criticized 

the Soviets at all, it is unclear how this visit with the Siberian 

Pentecostals will fit in. 

Jane Drake and her organization S.A.V.E. have been working on be-

half of the Vashchenkos and Chymkhalovs. At the recent Christian Solidarity 

International/USA awards banquet Drake conveyed the Siberian Pentecostals' 

displeasure over the conditions made ·by the Graham staff before the 

visit. 

There were four which included: No news media coverage; no cameras 

or photographs of any kind (not even Poleroid); the curtains on the 

window had to be closed; and that all discussions with Graham would 

be confidential. The Pentecostals were not pleased by the restraints, 

according to Drake. They said they had never kept any 'secrets " before, 

so why should they now. 

###EWNS### 
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"I saw no evidence of religious repres.sion in Russia." - Billy Graham 

Graham's Comments 
on Soviets Challenged 

From United Press International 

Moral Majority leader Jerry Falwell and 
other religious leaders Thursday ·questioned 
the Rev. Billy Graham's cl~ that he found 
religious freedom in the Soviet Union during 
his six-day visit. 

Said Falwell: "l have difficulty believing he 
said it. I sincerely hope he was misquoted or 
taken out of context because there is no re
ligious liberty in the Soviet Union. 

"Everything the Soviets do is for propa
ganda purposes and for their own advantage. 
I think Dr. Graham went there for the ex
pressed purpose uf teaching the Gospel. I 
don't think he had any wrong intentions 
whatever. I think the Soviets had all the 
wrong intentions." 

Graham, affirming his claim of religious 
freedom in the Soviet Union, told reporters at 
Moscow airport as he left for home Thursday, 
"I think there is a lot more freedom here than 
has been given the impression in the States 
because there are hundreds, thousands of 
churches open. 

"In Great Britain they have a state 
church," he said. "In othet countries you 
have state churches. . .here ( in the Soviet 
Union) it is a free church, in the sense that it 
is not headed officially. as the Church of Eng
land 1s headed by the queen ... 

BACKGROUNDER/LOS ANGELES TIMES/14 MAY 1982 
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~aw No Soviet aepression 
()f R.eligion, Graham Says 
By ROBERT Gll..LETTE, Times Staff W·rlter 

:MOSCOW-Evangelist Billy 
lraham said Wednesday that he 
as :seen no evidence of religious 
epression in the Soviet Union, and 
e .expressed pleasure that the Mos
ow churches he visited were 
jammed to capacity." 
-Graham also praised the hospital
~Y .that Soviet government and 
hurch officials have -shown him 
uring his six-day visit to the Soviet 
apital. 
"I go back to the United States 

rith my head .full of new thoughts 
nd ideas and with my heart also-
1 some respects, as John Wesley 
1id two centuries ago-strangely 
rarm," Graham told a news confer
nce. 
Asked to what extent he thought 

~ligious freedom exists in the So
iel Union, the Baptist evangelist. 
~plied: "It is relative. There are 
i 1~crences, of course, between reU-
1on as it is practiced bfil:e_ !l!!d, let's 

say, in• the United States. But that 
doesn't mean there is no freedom." 

In all of the more than 50 coun
tries he has visited, Graham said, he 
found that .. various kinds of restric
tions . . . laws and formulas" are 
applied to the practice of religion. 

or his experiences in the Soviet 
Union, Graham said: 

"I have experienced total liberty 
in what I wanted to say. So from my 
p0rs011al experience r have had 
liberty. It seems to me that 
churches that are open, of which 
there are thousands, have the liber
ty to hold worship services." 
· Graham, whose aides have said 

that he hopes to come back to 
preach to large audiences in a . 
Christian crusade, qualified his re
marks by noting that the Soviet 
Umon i:; .. large and complex cow1-
try with many religious denomina
Lions and that it .. would be impossi-

Please see GRAHAM, Pare U 

:011clnued from Flnt Par• 
ile for me to come to Moscow for six 
:ay.5 and make my personal evalua
ion." 

His cautious but generous re
~;i rks will nevertheless provide the 
:ovwt Union's domestic propagan
:i apparatus with potent ammuni• 
ron against Westt'!'n charges of re
£U->\.IS persecution His statement, 

may also come u a surprise 't.o 'hts 
many followers among the coun• 
try's·estimated 500,000 to 1 million 
Baptista-Graham's denomination 
-and the largest Protestant group 
here-who as active proselyters of 
the Christian faith have long felt 
the sting of official restrictions on 
religious practice. 

Altheugh no precise count Is 
available of Soviet Baptists in pri
son or labor camps for violating 
laws on religion, Western experts 
generally accept an estimate of sev
eral hundred. 

One indication of the number was 
provided last Sunday when a young 
w.oman unfurled a banner in Mos
cQw's Baptist church just as· Graham 
fipished delivering a gµest sermon 
t11at made no mention of religioui 
freedom but urged the congregation 
to ".obey the authorities" and to 
work hard. 

:The baMer read In English: "We 
hav.e more than 150 prisoners for 
t~e work of the Gospel." 

Seen Belnr Led Away 
Graham later told an American 

reporter that he saw the banner but 
did not have a chance to read it be• 
cause he was concentrating on what 
he was going to say next. Tne young 
woman, whose id1mtity cpuld not be 
learned·, was later seen being led· 
away by plainclothes police agent, 
who .blocked a reporter from ap
proaching her. Baptist sources said 
she was detained for investigation. 

Asked Wednesday about the In• 
cident, Graham at first refused to 
respond, then · saids "Some people 
can be detained for all kinda of rea
sc,ns. 

"We detain people In the United 
States if we catch people doing 
thini;s that are wrong. I've had peo
ple come to my services In the U.S. 
and causing disturbances, and they 
have been taken away by polfce." 

Graham's perspective on the In
cident contrasted with that of a So
viet clergyman who approached a 
Times reporter .earlier In the week 
and asked whether he saw anything 
at the Baptist church. Told of the 
banner incident, the clergyman 
smiled broadly, said "Good," and 
hurried away. 

Troahl• for sta•••fl 
Soviet authorities do not arrest 

believers explicitly for their beliefs. 
But regular attendance at church 
can jeopardize a student's chances 
of being admitted to a university or 
institute or otherwise damage his 
career. 

Under Soviet law it is illegal to 
give religious instruction to person3 
under the age of 18-except for 
one's own children-but atheist 
education is a mandatory part of the 
school curriculum. Religi_ous ser
vices may be conducted legally only . 
by clergy selected and trained by 
the state, in deliberately small 
numbers, and they may serve only 
those · congregations that are also 
officially sanctfoned by and regis
tered with the state. All church 
buildings are state property. 

The etate severely restricts the 
quantities of Bibles and other reli
gious material it publishes, generat
ing chronic shortages. Ironically, 
Graham Is well known among So
viet Baptists, partly through the il
licit labors of clergy and laymen 
who painstakingly translate his 
books, retype them In multiple car
bon copies on onion-skin paper and 
circulate them at risk of imprison
ment. 

'Never In Charlotte' 
After Graham said he was pleased 

to see that the several churches he 
visited in Moscow last weekend 
were filled to capacity, he addedi 

"You'd never get that in Char
lotte, North Carolina," a joking re
ference to his hometown. 

It was not clear whether he un
derstood that In Moscow, a city of 8 
million people, only about ·IO 
churches and two small synagogu,,s 
are allowed to operate. There is 

only one Baptist church, with room 
for about 1,500 people. 

In his news conference, Graham 
said he spent . about three hours 
Wednesday with Boris Ponomarev, 
head of the Communist Party Cen
tral Committee's International de
partment and a ranking . ideologist. 
Graham said they had a "very 
friendly exchange of thoughta and 
ideas." 

Graham also echoed criticiam al 
10me other Western participants ir.· 
the "Worldwide Conference of Re
ligious Workers for Saving the 
Sacred Gift of Life from Nuclear 
Catastrophe," organized by Soviet 
church officials. He urged partici
pants to rise above "ideological dif
ferences and political confronta
tion" and to "stay on the subject of 
peace," 

3 
> -< 
~ 
u:::> -N ........ 
r-
0 
(./) 

:I:=> 
:z 
G) 

rn rm 
(/) 

--i -. ....,. ~ 
rn 
(/) 



Bfess you, Billy, but you've been 
spreading: the wrong word 
WILLIAM 
SAFIRE 

I n preaching the Gospel two 
millennia ago, did the Apostle 
Paul challenge the dictator

. ship of the Caesars? The Rev. 
Billy Graham told ABC's ''This 
Week With David Brinkley" yester
day that the answer was no: the 
first evangelist "never lifted a 
finger against Rome." 

Focus on the central moral di
lemma of the- man who must 
operate in !his world to preach of 
other worlds: to what extent 
should · he abandon principle to 
teach principle? 

The Apostle Paul dealt with that 
dilemma directly. Despite Chris-
1tianity's substitution of baptism for 
circumcision, he ordered the cir
cumcision of Timothy to recom
mend his ministry to · the Jews, 

tWilliam Satire is a Pulitzer Prize-winning 
columnist. 

A noble motive. Why cannot a 
master preacher - who must 
reach· vast audiences to earry out 
his life's mission - make a few 
practical compromises with secular 
authority to make possible his 
evangelism? 

The person who 
purports to represent 
Truth with a capital 
T ... does not have to go 
out of his way to offend 
the authorities in a 
dictatorship, but he 
must not off end or 
undermine the martyrs. 

Alter all, he would not be the 
first religious leader to work out 
such a truce with Caesar. In Israel 
today, orthodoxy winks at Sabbath 
football . Throughout the ages, reli
gions have worked with cruel 
secular regimes, muting militancy 

explaining (I Corinthians 9:22) ''To 
the weak became I as weak, that I 
might gain the weak; I am made all 
things to all men, that I might by 
all means save some." 

In the same way, the evangelist 
of today who obviously identifies 
with the first evangelist is trying to 
ingratiate himself to the leaders of 
the Soviet Union. 

While in Moscow, Graham only 
reluctantly agreed to meet with the 

The evangelist of today 
who obviourly i_(ientifies 
with the first evangelist 
is trying to ingratiate 
himself to the leaders of 
the Soviet Union. 

half-dozen Pentecostal Christians 
who have been holed up in the 
basement of the U.S. Embassy 
while seeking to migrate. No pic
tures, he stipulated, not even a 
Polaroid for their album; although 
Graham explains that his restric
tion was intended to avert a "media 

to endure; in - Poland today, the 
Catholic Church must walk a tight
rope between the government and 
Solidarity. What is wrong, then, in 
Billy Graham's turning a blind eye 
to religious repression in Russia if 
- by so doing - he is able to win 
approvai to encourage reiigion 
there? 

That ancient dilemma cannot be 
answered with a platitude like Ytbe 
ends never justify the means." 
Sometimes the ends do just that: an 
ethical man might sacrifice one 
innocent life to save a thousand. 
But the argument that the ends 
justify the means is made all too 
often by political. powers; the nec
essary counterargument - that 
evil means usually determine ends 
- must be made by the keepers of 
the moral flame. 

That is where Billy Graham, in 
his zeal to make a deal to spread 
the Word, spreads the wrong word. 
The person who purports to repre
sent Truth with a capital T has a 
special responsibility to bear the 
embarrassing burden of truth and 
to turn no blind eye to the reality 
and extent of a religious persecu
tion. He does not have to go out of 
his way to offend the authorities in 

event," it is logical to assume that 
he wanted to avoid publicity pri
marily because it would anger his 
Communist hosts. 

Despite a request from Vire 
President Bush, who called at the 
direct behest of the president, 
Graham lent his prestige to the 
propaganda festival; he insisted 
again yesterday that "there is more 
freedom 'than some Americans 
might think" in the U.S.S.R. 

Graham is willing to alienate 
many of bis own followers, and to 
dismay his many admirers by 
kowtowing to this Kremlin. Why? 
Let's assume that be is not sud
denly gone so soft-beaded as to buy 
the Soviet peace-propaganda line. 
What other reason can he have for 
jeopardizing his ministry at home? 

His motive is to induce Moscow 
to allow him to carry his crusade to 
the Soviet peoples. If be can 
persuade the Kremlin that be will 
not encourage any dissidents who 
challenge its authority, Graham 
evidently believes the Soviet lead
ers will permit him to carry his 
crusade to Luzhniki Stadium in 
Moscow where he can then enkin
dle religious fervor in tens of 
thousands. 

a dictatorship, but he must not 
offend or undermine the martyrs 
in that land. 

God's word is remembered in 
Russia today thanks to the example 
set by religious dissidents. Seventh
day Adventists and Pentecostalists 
ennobie their beiieis by paying ior 
them dearly; in gulags, members of 
Jehovah's Witnesses secretly dis
seminate the texts of ''The Watch
tower" from forbidden broadcasts. 

If an evangelist from abroad 
wants to "preach the Gospel of 
Christ in atheistic Russia," he may 
decide that Pauline expediency 
permits him to bypass and thereby 
supplement their work. But he 
cannot know of their suffering and 
deny or denigrate it by professing 
to see freedom; that would bear 
false witness. 

Graham should read Michael 
Novak's ''The Spirit of Democratic 
Capitalism." Religious freedom can 
no longer be separated from eco
nomic and political freedom. The 
evangelist can no longer right
eously be "all things to all men" to 
save their souls; he must recognize 
the martyrdom of those of his and 
other faiths who dare to "lift a 
finger against Rome." ■ 
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Graham Offe~ Positive View of Religion in Soviet "v/ 
: 

By JOHN F. BURNS The banner said there were people in they have been taken out by the police." 
spec1a1coneNewYor11T1mes the Soviet Union who were being im- Mr. Graham came here to attend a 

MOSCOW, May 12 - The Rev. Billy prisoned for evangelistic activity. Soviet-sponsored conference of reli-
Graham said here today, at the end of a When asked by an American reporter gious leaders on nuclear weapons. 
visit to the Soviet Union, that he had whether he was making inquiries ;tbout Earlier at the news conference, another 
seen no evidence of religiou., repression the woman, the 63-year-old evangelist participant, Metropolitan Paulos Mar 
and that the churches he had visited said he bad only the reporter's word Gregarios of the Orthodox Church of 
were at least u full as those in his about the case, and added: India, said the conference had been 
hometown, Charlotte, N.C. "Some people can be detained for all "very significant in dispelling the false . 

At a news conference, he also seemed kinds of reasons. We detain people in notion that there is no religious freedom 
lo play down the arrest of a young the United States if we catch them inthiscountry." 
woman who had unfurled a protest ban- doing something wrong. I have had peo- When a C~lotte television reporter 
ner during an officially sanctioned Bap- ple coming to my services in the United asked Mr. Graham whether h'e agreed, 
tist service that he attended on Sunday. States and causing disturbances and the evangelist replied: 

=========== I "Not necessarily. I am just telling 

CwU■1ued From PqeAl 

ya11 I don't know all about it. I have 
been only in Moscow and I have been in 
all these meetings and I haven't bad a 
chance, but Saturday night I went to 
three Orthodox churches that were 
jammed to capacity. You would never 
get that in Charlotte, North C&rolina." 

Referring to two other visits the fol
lowing day, to the Baptist church and 
the Russian Orthodox cathedral, where 
be preached, Mr. Graham added: 

"And on Sunday morning the same 

and MOICOW had impreuive new high
rile suburbs. And then he spoke of the 
food. 

"The meals I have had are among the 
~ I have ever eaten," he said. "In 
the United States you have to be a mil
lionaire to have caviar, but I have had 
caviar with almost every meal." 

Western reporters' questions about 
religious freedom and American re
sponsibility for the nuclear confronta
tion dominated the news conference, at 
which Mr. Graham occupied a podium 
alongside Soviet religious leaders, in
cluding Patriarch Ptmen, head of the 
RUlllliaD Orthodox Chun:h, which or
pnized the,conference. 

Mr. Graham, who came to the session 
from a meeting with Boris N. Ponoma
rev, a member of the Soviet leadership, 

wu tnae. And it would teem to me that 
the cburches that are open, of which 
there are thousands. seem to have llb
ertyto have worship services.•• 

1be remarks fell into a pattern set 
-since bis arrival here. Although bis cru
sades in the 19150's contained a strong 
element Of anti-Communism, he baa 
seemed at pains not to offend Soviet 
sensibilities and bas stuck cloeely to an 
official schedule. 

As a result, he bas had only one en
counter with members of a rellgious 
group operating outside official approv
al, a prayer session on Tuesday with a 

said that it had been an "enlightening 
u:pertence" for him to come to Moscow 
and acbanp views with Soviet offi
cials and religious leaders. 

The first questioner at the news con
ference, citing the Indian cleric's praise 
of the Soviet Union'.s leadership in the 
search for peace, asked Mr. Graham 
how be would rate the contributions of 
the United States and the Soviet Union. 

"I think they are both searching for 
·peace," he said, declining to say which 
natiCD WU doing more. "I think that wl 
of the countries of the world are search
ing for peace, and I would not want to 
put one above the other.'' 

When a reporter asked for the first 
time whether he agreed with the Indian 
metropOlitan's assessment that reli
gious freedom existed in the Soviet 

group of Siberian Pentecostals who 
have fCUld n,tqe in the basement of 
the United States Embuly here. 

Mr. Graham's aldes have said that be 
is teen not to upset bis chances of r&
tumtng for a full preaching tour, poai
bly using stadiums, an opportunity that 
DO religious figure bas been granted. 0n 
the Soviet side, be bas been treated aa a 
major dignitary. 

The evangelist alluded to this treat
ment at the news conference in replying 
to a question about the changes be bu 
noted since his last visit, as a tourist in 
1959. He ~d people were better clothed 

U~cn, Mr. Graham said: 
"That is a relative term, I think, be

cause in the various countries I have 
been to in the world - and I have gone. 
t.> ov-..r = - there are various k1iidi of 
restrictions, various kinds of laws and 
formulas. It would be impossible for me 
to come to Moscow and in six days 
make a personal evaluation." 

The news conference was one of the 
last events in a six-day visit that Mr. 
Graham undertook against the urging 
of United States officials, including 
Vice .President Bush, who voiced fears 
that the trip would be exploited by the 
Soviet authorities for propqanda pur
poses. 
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BILLY GRAHAM 
... "experienced total liberty'' 

Graham Says 
Soviets Didn't 
Curb Talks 

By Dusko Doder 
Washington Post.1-'orelgn Service 

MOSCOW, May 12-The 
Rev. Billy Graham said 
today that he encountered no 
restrictions on what he said 
during a six-day visit to Mos
cow and that, while there 
were differences in how re
ligion is practiced here and 
in the United States, "that 
does not mean there is no 
religious freedom" in the So• 
viet Union. 

The 63-year-old Americaa 
evangelist, once an outspo
ken critic of communism, 
startled a news conference hy 
asserting that he found Mo•,· 
cow churches packed to c;.; -
pacity and adding, "You 
would never get that in 
Charlotte, North Carolina." 

The churches in which 
Graham preached were filled 
with security agents. Only 
about one-third of the con• 
gregations were local believ
ers, and most of them were 
women. Foreign visitors, in
cluding persons attending 
the same religious conference 
on disarmament Graham 
came for, also made up about 
a third of the congregations. 

When U.S. reporters asked 
Graham whether he had at
tempted to learn the fate of Ii 
young Baptist woman who 
was taken into custodv after 
she unfurled a banner ·from a 
balcony at the end of his ser-

See GRAHAM. A.22, Col. 1 . 

Graham Says Soviets 
Never Restricted Talks 

GRAHAM, From Al 
mon Sunday at Moscow's Baptist 
church, he replied: 

"Some people can be detained for 
all kinds of reasons. We detain people 
in the United States if we catch them 
doing things wrong. I have had peo
ple coming to my services in the 
United States and causing distur
bances and they have been taken out 
by the police." 

The young woman quietly brought 
out the banner after Graham had fin
ished his sermon and held it up for 
about two minutes before folding it 
again. The banner, in English, read, 
"We have more than 150 prisoners for 
the work of the Gospel." 

Baptist sources said today that the 
woman was still in detention. 

During the news conference, the 
evangelist said his visit here was "the 
most intensive period of time in my 
entire ministry" and that he was de
parting from here with his heart 
"strangely warmed." He said he was 
"going away with a great many pos-· 
itiva viewpoints," convinced that both 
the United States and the Soviet 
Union were "searching for peace." 

Commenting on the treatment he 
has received, Graham ·said, "The 
meals I had are among the best I 
have ever had," Graham said. "In the 
United States you have to be a mil
lionaire to have caviar and I have had 
caviar with almost every meal I've 
had here." 

A four-ounce jar of caviar, which is 
aveilab!e only at Moscow's hard cur
rency shops, sells for about $55, or 
rqughly one-fourth of an average 
monthly wage in the Soviet Union 

Graham was the most prominent 
figw:e at the disarmament conference, 
which was sponsored by the Russian 
Orthodox Church. 

The American evangelist was also 
received today by Boris Ponomarev, 
an alternate member of the ruling 
Politburo. At a joint news conference 
later Graham was asked for his reac
tion to a statement by Metropolitan 
Paulos Mar Grigorios of the Ortho
dox Church of India who had praised 
the gathering as being "significant in 
dispelling the false notion that there 
is no religious freedom in this coun
try." 

Asked whether he agreed with that 
statement, Graham said: "That is a 
relative term, I think. Of the various 
countries I go to in the world, of 
which there are over 50, there are 

various kinds of restrictions, various 
kinds of laws and formulas. 

"It would be impossible for me to 
come to Moscow and in six days 
make any kind of evaluation. There 
are many differences in religion here 
and in the way it is practiced in the 
United States. But that does not 
mean there is no religious freedom" in 
the Soviet Union. Graham added: "I 
have experienced. total liberty in what 
I wanted to say." 

His aides earlier said privately that 
Graham did not want to do anything 
that might embarrass his hosts and 
that he wanted "to develop this re
lationship." There has been specula
tion that he expected to be permitted 
to return here for a preaching tour. 

However, religion has an ambigu
ous place in an atheist state that does 
not tolerate competition with its of -
ficial Marxist-Leninst ideology. There 
are no official figures on church af
filiation in the Soviet Union. Never
theless, some analysts estimat£: t.hat 
among this country's 265 million peo
ple there may be as many as 30 mil
lion Russian Orthodox Christians, 5 
million Roman Catholics, about 3 
million Jews, 2 million Evangelicals 
and 30 .million Moslems. 

Comparatively speaking, organiied 
religion has had an easier time during 
the past 15 years after almost five 
decades. of unrelenting antireligious 
struggl~ conducted by the state. 

During the period since President 
Leonid Brezhnev came to power, the 
state and church seem to have estab
lished a tenuous compromise under 
which organized religion, and specif
ically the Russian Orthodox Church, 
have been allowed to function provid
ed they do not engage in prqselytizing 
or work against the state. 

The church, in turn, has offered 
public support to Soviet foreign pol
icy initiatives. The disarmament con
ference is one exami,le of such activ
ities. 

The Soviet media has continued 
almost daily attacks on religion, and 
scientific atheism is promoted 
throughout society, ranging from 
schools to factories. Authorities also 
confiscate religious books and have 
established an elaborate system of 
regulations, checks, and informal dis
crimination against believers. 

Religious groups seeking to operate 
outside the framework of the official
ly sanctioned religion have been ha
rassed persistently and their leaders 
imprisoned. 
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BACKGROUNDER/HASH F!GTON POST /13 MAY 1982 

-George F. Will 

Let Us Pray for a Little Skepticism 
When Vladimir Bukovsky, a Russian dissi

dent, was being sent into exile, a KGB agent 
noted that the handcuffs on Bukovsky's 
wrists were made in America. But handcuffs 
are not America's most embarrassing export. 

Billy Graham's sojourn as guest of the mas
ters of the Gulag coincided with the anniver
sary of the Nazi surrender, so he said (accord
ing to The New York Times): "I want to re
mind you that the United States and the 
8oviet Union were allies at the time against a 
common ene!Jly. Now we have another com
mon enemy-the possibility of a nuclear war." 

Graham did not remind anyone that the 
Soviet Union and the Nazis began the war as 
allies, and their falling-out was not a Soviet 
idea. But Graham's delicacy is less interest
ing than his "common enemy" formulation. 

Is it his notion that the threat of nuclear 
war is a mysterious "third force"? Or the re
sult of some odd misunderstanding, some 
mutual mistake? Whatever, his language 
suggests a moral symmetry between his 
country and the Soviet Union. Evidently 
they are equally innocent victims-but of 
what? Physics? 

The Kremlin is sponsoring the-take a 
deep breath-World Conference of Religious 

Workers for Saving the Sacred Gift of Life 
from Nuclear Catastrophe. The Kremlin's 
audacious cynicism is wondrous. A "gift" -
from whom? Marx? And when did the 
Kremlin begin speaking of "the sacred"? 

This travesty, this exploitation of clergy
men's vanities and naivete, is designed to 
strengthen the "peace movement" -but only 
in the West. In East Germany, a new law 
makes it a crime to wear a button saying 
"Swords into Plowshares." In Moscow, 
"Ground Zero Week" lasted the minutes it 
took the police to pounce on the handful of 
people who unfurled a banner. 

The Washington Post reports that when 
Graham spoke in two churches, both "were 
heavily guarded with police sealing off all 
roads leading to them. Hundreds of KGB se
curity agents ... were in the congregation.' 
Graham told one congregation that God 
"gives you the power to be a better worker, a 
more loyal citizen because in Romans 13 we 
are told to obey the authorities." How is that 
for a message from America? 

According to The Post, Graham is "a star 
attraction" at the conference and "is being 
driven around Moscow in a Chaika limousine 
while others are shepherded around in a fleet 

of buses." He has conferred with Ge(lrgy Ar
batov, the Kremlin's foremost stroker . of 
Americans. Graham calls Arbatov "wonder
ful." 

Graham is America's most famous Chris
tian. Solzhenitsyn is Russia's. The contrast is 
instructive. 

When advocates of a "nuclear freeze" re
cently showed their movie (the one that says 
war would be terrible) to some Senate wives. 
Jane Denton, the wife of the Alabama sena
tor, noted that there would be no showing for 
the wives of Politburo members. Not to 
worry, Jane. The Baltimore Sun recently re
ported on two local "peace" activists: 

"When the Rev. Hope Harle-Mould and 
his wife, the Rev. Linda Harle-Mould. re
turned nearly a year· ago from a trip to the 
Soviet Union, they were struck by ,the 
strength of a 'grass root.<,' movement there 
against the nuclear arms race." 

The Washington Cathedral (Episcopal) 
has Gothic architecture but trendy politics. 
One service last Sunday was a prayerful rally 
for ERA. And here is Bishop John Walker 
preaching at the Cathedral last November: 
"We must know that all we did between 1900 
and the independence .of Cuba was designed 
to make Cuba tum away from us. Perhaps .if 
we had the strength and sec.urity of who we 
are, we might say we were wrong. We might 
reach out a hand of brotherhood and forgive
ness to the Cuban people even as we seek 
their forgiveness of us." 

Forgive Walker's mussy language. (Surely 
he does not mean "designed.") Forgive the 
hyperbole ("all" that we did?) in the service 
of facile guilt-mongering. But don't forgive 
the intellectual vacuum at the core of his 
thought-the idea that dealings would be 
with "the people" of Cuba, rather than with 
the regime that is their jailer. 

People . pray for different things. There 
was a London church where, between per
formances, an actress prayed to be delivered 
from the attentions of Edward VII. I pray 
that some of today's clergy, on the left and 
the right, will stop acting as though pious in
tentions are substitutes for intelligence, and 
excuses for irresponsibility. A crusty 19th 
century Briton, A.W. Kinglake, wanted 
skeptical words inscribed on all churches: 
"Important If True.'' Skepticism becomes 
more necessary as churches become more 
political. 



RELIGION 

Billy Renders Unto Caesar 
of Soviet Christians who are not free to 
worship as they please, Graham cited Saint 
Paul's dicta on obedience to the state. God 
"gives you the power to be a better worker, a 
more loyal citizen," he declared, "because 
in the thirteenth [chapter] ofRomans we're 
told to obey the authorities." 

Graham's message went down well with 
his audience of 1,000-two-thirds the 
church's usual Sunday crowd-which con
sisted mainly of KGB agents, foreign re
porters and peace-conference delegates 

77 
who had been issued special tickets for the tx:1 
service. Some regular members of the Bap- J> 
tist congregation had hoped officials would n 
open adjacent church rooms so that non- 8 
ticket-holders might hear Graham over ;o 
loudspeakers. When the doors remained 0 
closed, more than 200 of the faithful boldly ~ 
chanted hymns in the street for 40 min- t:::, 
utes-a breach of Soviet law that, under rn 
normal circumstances, might have brought <: 
swift arrest. 

The commotion was not restricted to the 
street. In the church after Graham finished 
his sermon, a young man briefly held up a 
sign proclaiming, "Deliver those who are 
drawn away to death." Moments later a 
young woman draped a banner over the 
balcony rail; it read, "We have more than 
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150 prisoners for the work of the Gos-
Graham at Baptist service: His own best censor pel." As Graham departed, another ~ 

Valery Plotnikov . woman tried to raise a third sign, but a -< 

He was not the first American preacher 
to mount a Russian pulpit, nor was 

he the only U.S. churchman at the Soviet
sponsored peace conference in Moscow 
last week. But he was Billy Graham, world 
evangelist and symbol to persecuted Soviet 
evangelicals of what religious freedom is 
all about. Christians came from as far as 
Siberia, hoping to witness a modern-day 
Joshua trumpeting God's truth at the 
Kremlin's walls. But all most of them saw 
of Graham was brief flashes of his sun
tanned face as government officials · 
whisked him in a black Chaika limou
sine through a round of lavish lunches 
and official meetings. And all they 
heard from him, apart from predict
able ple.lS for peace, was cautious
ly phrased exhortations to follow 
Christ-and to obey government au
thorities. "I don't see any· difference 
between Dr. Billy Graham and our 
own timid churchmen, who are scared 
to death to offend the authorities," 
complained one disappointed Soviet 
Baptist. "We hoped for better things 
from him." 

Propaganda: Graham had come to 
Moscow over the protests of White 
House and State Department officials 
who warned that the Soviets would 
only use him for their own propaganda 
purposes. He discounted such fears, 
counting on the power of God's Word 
to strike at the heart of communism. 
"If the Gospel is not more powerful 
than anything I'll hear over there," he 
said before leaving home, "then I ought 
to quit preaching." But from the mo
ment Graham stepped on Russian 
soil, he found himself being manipu
lated by practiced Soviet hands. His 
hosts tn::aic:u l1im like a visiiing diplo
mat, restricting his access to the 
Christian dissenters who pressed to 
catch his ear. The Soviet media made 
no mention of his arrival or of 
his speaking schedule. After 
the Voice of America an
nounced when Graham was 
supposed to conduct a Baptist 
service in Moscow, govern
ment officials quickly changed 
the time. 

plainclothesman ripped it from her 
hands. The evangelist later insisted he 
had read none of the signs. "I was too 
busy thinking about what I was going 
to say," he said. He remained unruf-
fled even after being told that one of 
the sign holders had been detained by 
the authorities. "We detain people in 
the United States if we catch people 
doing things wrong," he said. "In a 
host country like this, it's been my 
practice through the years never to 
take political sides and get involved in 
1~ problems," he explained at an-
other point, "because then it means 
that my own ministry is limited." 

Jammed: Graham's second church 
appearance in Moscow, at the Ortho
dox Patriarchal Cathedral, was even 
less impressive. At the end of a three
hour service, Graham was allowed to 
speak for only a few moments, without 
a microphone, and the soft voice of his 
translator did not carry beyond the first 

· few rows. When word spread through 
the cathedral that an American was 
preaching, some congregants began 
shouting, "Wecan'thear." 

Throughout his six-day visit, Gra
ham gave no hint that he knew just how 
limited a view of Soviet life his hosts 

were permitting him. After a 
Saturday-night tour of three 
Russian Orthodox churches, 
he marveled that "they were 
jammed to capacity. You never 
get that in Charlotte, N.C." 
Graham also said he found it "a 
wonderful thing that in a coun
try that officially professes 
atheism, so many churches are 
open." And on his departure 
from Moscow, he even man
aged to conclude that the 
church is freer in the Soviet 
Union than it is in Britain. "In 

In fact, Graham proved to be 
his own most effective censor. 
In an hour-long sermon at the 
modest Church of Evangeli
cal Christian Baptists, he de
nounced sin and nuclear war, 
reminding his listeners that 
man "could create a paradise 
on earth" or "destroy the 
world in a matter perhaps of 
one hour." Ignoring the plight 

------------~ttt--======~~~~•• Great Britain they have a state church," he told startled re-
portersattheairport. "Herethe 
church is not a state church. It Protestant protest: Billy didn't want to get involved 
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• (Nei?wsweek continued) 

•~'I a free church, not headed officially as the 
Church of England is headed by the Queen." 

In fact, only a small minority of the esti
mated 2 million Soviet Protestants are per
mitted to maintain churches. On the eve of 
Graham's visit, Baptist sources reported, 
authorities raided the homes of about 50 
Baptist families, confiscated their Bibles 
and placed more than a dozen of them under 
house arrest. One Moscow Pentecostalist, 
Vasily Barats, was confined by the KGB to 
a mental hospital, then released at the last 
minute before the peace conference. "They 
said they would deal with me later," he 
reported, "after Graham leaves." 

Political Forum: Graham was undis
turbed by the overtly pro-Soviet tone of the 
~ conference he had come to Moscow to 
attend. Though the tenor of the meeting was 
clear from the start-Patriarch Pimen of the 
Russian Orthodox Church opened the gath
ering by assailing the West for "blackening 
the honest and open peace-loving policy of 
our fatherland" -Graham seemed deter
mined to ignore it. In an eleven-page speech 
he again decried the threat of nuclear holo
caust, mentioning the issue of religious free
dom only once. In contrast, Bishop David 
W.PreusoftheAmericanLutheranChurch 
in Minneapolis angrily warned that the 
gathering was "in danger of becoming a po
litical forum heavily tilted against the [Unit
ed States] and the Westin general." And the 
Rev. Arie Brouwer of the Reformed Church 
in America insisted-to no great effect
that "many governments" must bear the 
burden of the churchmen's criticism. 

The closest Graham came to challenging 
his Soviet hosts was his decision to spend 75 
minutes praying with six Siberian Pentecos
talists who have spent the last four years in 
the U.S. Embassy in Moscow, demanding 
permission to emigrate. The Pentecostal
ists, who had urged Graham not to come to 
Moscow in the first place, were less than 
impressed by him. After the prayer session 
one of them described the evangelist as "like 
other religious visitors we have had-noth
ing special." 

Uncontrovenial: Indeed, Graham, who 
seemed to have decided to trim his sails to 
win the Kremlin's approval for a full-scale 
crusade at some later date, provoked wide
spread disappointment among Russian 
Protestants. "I'm sure our authorities are 
very reassured by what they heard today," 
said one disillusioned Soviet woman after 
Graham's sermon at the Baptist church. 
"If they could trust him to be so uncontro
versial every time, they'd probably let him 
have his crusade and then use it to prove 
that there is freedom of religion in our 
country." Graham acknowledged as much 
himself. "I would like to come back and 
preach in many places throughout the 
country," he said, "if I'm invited and 
all things work out." But at what price, 
Soviet Christians arc now asking, and to 
whose profit? 

90 

KENNETH L. WOODWARD with 
ANDREW NAGORSKI in Moscow 

Evangelist BIiiy Graham, criti
cized for saying he found a measure 
of religious freedom in the Soviet 
Union, said reports of his trip con
tained distortions and misquotes. 
Graham, in a statement released in 
London, said freedom is relative and 
that there are restrictions on prayer 
and Bible use in U.S. public schools. 
"Looking back, I would not have 
done anything different," he said. "I 
was able to preach the Gospel, and if 
there )lad been any restriction on 
what I wanted to say, I would not 
have gone." Graham Silid he issued 
the statement to "clarify" unspeci
fied reports that he said contained 
"apparent distortion and actual 
misquotes of what I said concerning 
religioua freedom." 

( 
\,\ 

AT PRESS TIME DR. GRAHAM HAD NOT 
FULLY RESPONDED TO QUESTIONS ABOUT 
THESE ARTICLES AND QUOTES ATTRIBUTED 
TO HIM. HE HAS, HOWEVER, SCHEDULED 
A PRESS CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN 
NEW YORK LATER THIS WEEK. 

DETAILS FROM THE PRESS CONFERENCE 
AND A SPECIAL REPORT FROM A CHRISTIAN 
WRITER IN MOSCOW WILL BE FEATURED I N 
THE NEXT REGULAR EWNS PACKET. 

IF YOU DO NOT ALREADY SUBSCRIBE TO 
EWNS AND WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE A 
COMPLEMEN~ARY TWO-MONTH SUBSCRIPTION, 
PLEASE SEND YOUR REQUEST TO EWNS. 
REGULAR SUBSCRIPTION RATES ARE $19.50 
FOR ONE YEAR. 
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Graham Missed His Calling 
in Visit-to Soviet Union 

BJ EDMUND W. ROBB 
My Criend Billy Graham is wrong if he Baptist church in that city of more than 

truly believes what he told reporters last 8 million souls. Before the 1917 Revolution. 
week in Moscow: "There are many differ- when the city had 1 million people. there 
ences in religion here and in the way it is were more than 500 churches. Now there 
practiced in the United States. but that - are only 44 Russian Orthodox churches. two 
doesn't mean there is no religious freedom." Protestant churches and one synagogue. 

Even a modest familiarity with Soviet re- The rest were closed during the several 
ligious life reveals a dozen reasons why anti-religion campaigns.. ~ting from 1928. 
Graham's statement doesn't ring true: So that have persecuted Christians there. 
now his fellow American evangelicals are The churches that remain are little more 
asking one another. ·"What's gotten into than helpless clients of the regime. Though 
Billy?" the Soviet constitution officially guarantees 

When Graham announced recently that religious freedom. that asaertion has little to 
he would make a trip to Moscow for a nu- do with actual practice. The "Law on Rell-
clear diaarmainent meeting sponsored by gious Associations," first instituted by Stalin 
the quasi-official Russian Orthodox Church. and still in force today, regulates almost ev-

. there were many in religion and govern- ery aspect of religious life. For enmple. ail 
ment who urged him not to go. He went out religiOUB groupa must register with the 
of a legitimate desire to preach the Gospel of state. All churches. moeques and syna-
Christ in the Soviet Union. But the confer- gogues are state-owned. 
ence wu widely recogni7,ed to be little more Clergymen cannot be appointed without 
than a propaganda opporttmity for bolster- the approval of the state. They are forbid- · 
ing Soviet foreign-policy goals. den to carry out any functions. such • 

Many of his evangelical friendr, however. prayer meetinp and preaching services. 
had hoped that at least he would spend some outside the walls of their churches. 
of his time in Moacow pointing out the Evangelism, Sunday schooll and charity 
miserable treatment of· religion and reli- wort are strictly forbidden. Ministers are 
giool believers there. We were disappoint- forbidden to speak .out against aocial evill. 
ed. Except for a few weak gestures. he did such as human-rights abuses, since that 
little in M08COW to improve the condition of would be construed u "slandering the So-
his fellow believers. · viet state." 

In his sermon at Moscow's Baptiat Those who refuse to collaborate with th& 
Church. for ezample. he exhorted his listen- state pay a steep price. More than 100 pu
en. u good Christians. to obey the state. He tors of the unregistered Evangelical Chris-
could fully ezpect that this particular crowd tian Baptists. for enmple. are at pffllellt. 
would do just that-American reporters ·languishing in Soviet labor campa and pq
tra~eling with him reported that at least chiatric hospitals. These brave soull are 
one-third of the congregation were actually charged with such vague crimes as "booli
KGB security men. Another third were ganiam" and .. parasitism." Their familiea 

-· - foreign- delegates -tu- -tha- c=.f~""3n=: -tb.lt---Mve been-left -destJtute..and 101De go bun .. _ _ 
Graham was attending. No more than a ~- · · 
third were local believers. IDOltly older · Lydia Vtns. who wu impriaoned for three 
women. who had oeen hand-picked to years at the age of 64 for trying to help the 
participate. ~' families of prisoners, states that in recent . 

Packing churcliel with security men II a years religious persecution ha dramatically . 
common practice in the Soviet Union. where . increased. 
the atheiltic state has great fear of the pow- Persecuted with equal vtpr are Lithuan~ 
er of Cbristim dogma. But one wonders ff ian Roman Catbolica, Jews. Mualiml, Pente
the few RuSlian Christiana actually present . costall and all others who dare to practice,· 
weren't surprised to hear that sermon. How their faith as they see fiL 
could a Christian from democratic America Many American Christiani have known 
in good conscience ask Soviet believers to · about such penecutiODI for decades. We 
obey the edict.. of an atheistic. totalitarian grieve for our fellow believers in the Soviet 
government? Most Christians agree that Union. We pray for their deliverance. And 
when tht laws of the state contradict the we speak out. 
demands al their convtctJom. they have no Why wu Billy Graham silent? 

.., biblical mandate to obey. · ·. 
fff visited a few churcha in Moscow 

,. mytelf. including the Baptiat . church that 
t';raham attended. I know tbal it's the ume 
\Ale-the auttM,,rWes allow only a single 

Edmund W. Rabb, a Umud .lltthodll&. 
fflJ~ froM JltmW, Tes .• u daamncm t1/ 
tM IutitrlU °" ~ Gftd ~ m~ 
WClll&i~. 
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DE?ARTMENT OF STATE 

Wuhlnfloll, 0 .C. 20520 

May 25, 1982 

.eom-Ifil'!NT1M 

TO: Members of Interagenc~ Group on European Public 
Diplomacy 

FROM: EUR/P - Steve Steine~£/ 

SUBJECT: Actions Agreed :,/ 20; Agenda for 5/27 

At 5/20 meeting, after the briefing on Poland, the following 
areas were covered: 

Vietnamese Workers in USSR: It is reported that as many as 
500,000 workers may end up in USSR, staying as much as 5-6 years. 
They are reportedly volunteers (?) from overpopulated areas of 
Vietnam. There are no signs to date of massive departures from 
Vietnam. There are said to be some 14,000 Indochinese workers 
in ~zechoslovakia, including some Lao. 

Other reports indicate that as much as 60% of the wages of 
Vietnamese workers in USSR may be deducted from their pay • . 
EUR P and S/P to check this further and to ascertain in what 
was this situation violates internationa labor standar s. 
EUR Palso to sta in touch with AFL-CIO concernin this issue. 

Finally, it was stated that Senator Armstrong may hold hearings 
on this issue, particularly in regard to whether such labor being 
used on pipeline project. EUR/P and H to check this, and to 
touch base with EA. 

Nuclear Issues: PA reported that speakers packet not yet 
ready. It is hoped that some of the fact sheets to be issued 
by the White House will be ready by middle of week of 5/24-28. 
A complete O/A packet with up-dated themes, including START, 
will also be put together. PM has done a longer discussion paper 
on nuclear issues, which also should be ready week of May 24-28. 

START gameplan for Europe to be developed. Could ICA brief 5/27 
on impact thus far of President's speech, Brezhnev 1 s Komsomol 
address and our response to Brezhnev? (Kallas?) 

PA reported that its historical study . a~ US arms control initiatives 
is undergoing interagency review. PM spoke ~pprovingly of ICA 
draft in same -area. Need for coordipa.tin9 these· projects, and 
ACOA's e~fort, emphasized once again. ~ 
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It was also reiterated that force figures made available 
publicly should be consistent with those in the NATO Force 
Comparison study. 

• 

Agenda for 5/27: 

1. Follow up on Vietnamese workers (EUR/P, S/P, INR, CIA) 

2. · Nuclear issues -- coordination of papers (PA, ICA and ACDA) 
\ ·~ 

3. ·sTART. -- readout o_n European reaction ( ICA) 

4. NATO Force Comparison paper -- follow-up, including Congress, 
Greece and UK. 

5. Visitors and speakers in Europe -- follow-up? (NSC, ICA) 

6. World Peace Congress wrap-up, including contacts with Americans-.. 
who attended (EUR/SOV) 

7. Status report on: 

- Crime and Punishment (EUR/SOV) 
- Marshall Plan anniversary activities (EUR/P and ICA/EU) 
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