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" and submitted to SOV to review concerning whether and how to

- '
'

¥ :1d Peace Congress: HA to 2nt INR's publication on _eligion
1in [the USSR to Americ 1s who are going to the Congress. This
is to be coordinated with EUR and PM so that sel :t 1 papers on
arms control issues can also be included.

Soviet Occupation of Afghanistan: HA to submit its draft on public
affairs activities to the JEA Afghanistan Focus Committee.

Official Visitors/Speakers in Furope: ICA agreed to match the
information in iue hoo list wiwn its own information on oppor-
tunities for public appearances in Europe, based on requests from
posts and other sources. ICA will then recommend to State and
NSC.- matching selected speakers with these opportunities. Once
State and NSC have concurred, s check will be made with posts

~and with individuals themselves.

At ICA request, State (EUR/P) will provide list of those
traveling to Europe with the Secretary. ICA will check this
against speaking opportunities in Europe and make recommendations
to State concerning the possibility of some of these officials
making appearances after the Secretary has completed his visits.

Marshall Plan Anniversary Activities: ICA and State (EUR/P) are
developing video dialogue for participation by the Secretl cy of
State and prominent private Americans.

Crime 1d Punishment in USSR: HA has completed work on the draft

publish.

Agenda for 5/13 Meeting:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Force Comparison Paper -- any further follow-up?

Poland ~- further actions to keep issue in forefront.
Vietnamese Labor in USSR --- new information (EUR/P)
Official Visitors to Europe --- further development of system to

"marry" NSC list with opportunities and with speakers' pac¢ =z2ts
(NSC, ICA and EUR/P).

US Arms Control Initiatives -- status report on coordination among
ICA, ACDA and PA/HO. -

Nuclear Issues (PM/SNP). *

Soviet Record in Third World ~-- any further materials?

Status of:

—-— Crime and Punishment (EUR/SOV)

CONF;BENTIAL
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Similarly, President Reagan's credibility rates far higher

than ..Jzhnev's. Pluralitice N w.italin ..J-to-35%) and

s rwnvd (48-t0-35%) and majorities in West Germany (58-to-20%)
and Italy (56-to-28%) perceive the zero-option as a sincere
effort to reduce nuclear weapons in Europe. In sharp contrast,
majorities everywhere feel exactly the opposite about the
Brezhnev "freeze."

- ~epared by:
Curt Gorder (PGM/R) M-5/10/82
724-9351 ‘















In keeping with the prevailing support for the pipeline con-
struction, only a minority (35%) think buying Soviet energy.
prnducts is Iikely to make France vnlnerable to Soviet poli-

..~1 pressures. Nonetheless, th.s 1s a 14 percent 1increase
soum o4 Yyear ago.

EAST/WEST POLITICAL ISSUES

Issue: INF/Arms Control (Preliminary to NATO Summit)

Public Opinion Climate for U.S. Poliries

o Sentiment in favor of INF deployment barely
outweighs opposition, but rises significantly
when linked to arms control talks.

o The U.S. zero-option proposal is much preferred
to Brezhnev's freeze offer.

* * * * *

When informed of the INF imbalance between NATO and the
Soviet Union, the Franch public favors INF deplozmenf in
Western Europe by « .lu.fOW 45-t0-40 peraoent margin. uwinked
to arms control talks, however, suppor. rises to a majority
level (56%).

Unconditional opposition to INF deployment has stabilized
over the past year and now stands at 33 percent. But many in
the French public, previously undecided on INF, now appear to
favor deployment of the new missiles if arms control negotia-
tions with the Soviet Union fail.

The increased support for INF may be based on the growing per-
ception -- now held by a majority of the general public (55%)
-~ that having the new nuclear missiles, .n Western Eu...€ helps

to prevent a Sovliet attack rather than making it more likely.

At the same time, a large majorltz of the French public also
belleve that Pre51aent Reagan S, zero-optlon _proposal 1s more

L P
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ority (57- to-24%) do not believe in the sincerity of the
Brezhnev plan.

Prepared by:
Kenneth P. Adler (PGM/REU) M- /11/82-B
724-9226







By contrast, a clear plurality (42-to-8%) perceive Japanese
policies as hurting Italy's economy.

Italians think that the U.S. (33%) and Japan (29%) are the
strongest countries economically. A year ago, the U.S.
clearly outranked Japan (41-to-19%).

Issue: Exchange Rate Policy

Public Opinion Climate for 11.S. Policies

o The strong dollar is predominantly seen as harmful
to Italy and the result of deliberate U.S. policies.

* * * * *

Not surprisingly given its recent all-time high against the
Italian lira, Italians overwhelmingly (92%) view the dollar
as a strong currency. Large majorities think this 1s a bad
thing for Italy (74%) and attribute it mainly to deliberate
U.S. policies (66%).

Issue: NTB's, etc.

Public Opinion Climate for U.S. Policies

o0 Free trade principles are widely supported over
protectionism, but foreign imports are generally
considered to hav a harmful effect.

o Italians are divided on the effects of U.S. trade

policy on their economy; Japanese trade practices
are generally viewed as harmful.

* * * * *

Fewer restrictions on trade (69%) are clearly endorsed over
protectionist behavior (21%)V. And apart from their personal
prefe.c.ce, another large wajority (73-to-13%) believe their
government practices a free trade policy.

MY WVYHILLUD Ly A LATdAL JJTLWWTAJ MTLLTIIL Ha JULLLY ViITW Japalicobe
trade policy as putting barriers in the way of Italy's efforts
to sell goods in Japan.

As to foreian imports. Ttalians see vrimarilv neaative effects.

")




EAST-WEST ECONOMIC ISSUES

Issue: COCOM/Strategic Trade

Public Opinion Climate for U.S. Policies

o Despite the imposition of martial law in Poland,
a majority want to continue trade with the Soviet
Union at existing levels.

o Italians widely oppose granting low interest loans
and credits to the Soviet Union to promote trade.

o Opinion is split about restricting high technology
sales to the Soviet Union.

o The Italian public divides over whether it is best
to coordinate Soviet trade policy with the U.S. or
go it alone.

About two-thirds (68%) say that their country's prosperity
does not depend on trade with the Soviet Union. Only one in
five says 1t does.

Nonetheless, a clear majority (58%) feel that existing levels
of ..aué should not ..c Affected by evenfs in ruiaud, Some ~
25 percent think that iriauc should be reuuccu in light of
martial law in Poland.

At the same time, Italians, by a 60-to-28 percent margin, be-
lleve that Italy should make no special concessions to Moscow,
such as low 1nterest loans and credits, 1n order to further
trade.

As was the case last year, opinion is divided -- 46 percent
opposing, 42 percent favoring -- over placing tight restric-
tions on selling highly advanced technology to the _oviet
Union,

Ttaliana are alen AiuvgiAdAald Avar whathar +thar cahAanlA aalra Lla
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changed from a year ago, when a 45-to-35 percent plurality
opted for making the best deal.




Issue: Yamal Pipeline

Public Opinion Climate for U.S. Policies

o Support prevails for building the Soviet gas
pipeline.

o But many would change their mind if hard cur-
rency from gas sales were to enhance Soviet
military power.

0 There is only limited concern about the poli-
tical effects of buying energy products and
raw materials from the Soviets.

* * * * *

Ahant twon-thirds (64-to-28%) arnnrnve of helping the Soviets
.+~ »ulld .ne Yamal gas pipelinc. wodt cwo-hirds o thuse
ravoring the pipeline say they would oppose help for the
project "if this pipeline earns money for the Soviet Union
that would be used to further build up Soviet military
strength."

Current support for the pipeline project may partly reflect
a prevailing lack of belief that buying energy products
from the Soviets will make Italy more vulnerable to Soviet
political pressures.

EAST/WEST POLITICAL ISSUES

Issue: INF (Preliminary to NATO Summit)

Public Opinion Climate for U.S. Policies

O Opposition prevails against INF deployment.

o When deployment is linked to arms control talks,
opinion on stationing is divided.

o Italians clearly prefer the Reagan zero-option
proposal to the Brezhnev freeze plan.

Even when told of the Soviet monopoly in INF missiles,
Italians, by a 52-to-41 percent margin, still oppose INF
deployment on Italian soil.




When linked to arms talks, 44 percent remain unconditionally
opposed to INF stationing in Italy. However, a like propor-
tion (48%) would then accept deployment, particularly if arms
control talks have failed.

Somewhat paradoxically, in light of their overall attitude
on INF deployment, > helos
prevent (48%) rath "iec
&..ack on Western wucopwe

A large majority (75-to-20%) believe that President Reagan's
zero-option proposal is "more likely to prevent war" than

the Brezhnev freeze plan. And, considerably more see the
U.S. proposal as genuine. A 56-to-28 percent majority view
it as a "sincere effort to reduce nuclear weapons in Europe."
In sharp contrast, Brezhnev's sincerity is doubted by a
56-to-22 percent majority.

Prepared by:
Douglas A. Wertman (PGM/REU) M-5/11/82-E
724-9347
















EAST/WEST POLITICAL ISSUES

Issue: INF (Preliminary to NATO Summit)

Public Opinion Climate for U.S. Policies

o Support for INF deployment, if linked with arms
talks, has recently risen; dichard opposition
appears to have correspondingly declined.

o President Reagan's zero-option proposal has far
wider credibility than the Brezhnev freeze plan.

* * * * *
When informed of the Soviet INF =uperiority, a plurality (50-

to-37%) of the British public supyport INF do~loyment 1in thelr
country.

Opposition is reduced further (to 28%) when stationing is

linked with arms control talks. Then, some two-thirds would

accept deployment, including 53 percent if negotiations are

ongoing or have failed. This represents an appreciable in-

~rease in "conditional support" since February and a drop in
inconu.clonal opposition.”

The growing conditional support for INF deployment appears
to correspond with an increased belief that the stationing
of INF missiles would deter (56%) rather than invite (22%)
a Soviet attack on Western Europe.

Of the arms control proposals offered publicly so far,
Britons, by a decisive 58-to-20 percent margin, believe that
President Reagan's zero-option proposal 1s more likely to
prevent war than the Brezhnev "freeze" plan. Additionally,
the President's proposal enjoys considerable credibility
among the British public; Brezhnev's does not. A 50-to-35
percent plurality think the Reagan offer is a sincere effort
to reduce nuclear weapons in Europe. By contrast, a majority
(56-to-21%) feel that Brezhnev' proposal is not intended to
accomplish that.

Prepared by:
Douglas A. Wertman/Gerald J. Kallas M-5/11/82-D
(PGM/REU) 724-9106







A majority (56%) primarily blame domestic policies, rather
than the actions of other countries, for existing unemployment.
Of the 19 percent who lay the blame on the actions and poli-
cies of other countries, the U.S. is mentioned most often.

More broadly, the public is generally critical on the impact
of U.S. policies on their economy. A pluralitv (47%) perceive
U.S. economic actions as harmful to thelr econu..lc sltuation.
Only 18 percent credit the U.S. with helpful policies.

Japanese policies are viewed in pretty much the same way.

Twice as many Canadians rank Japan ahead of the U.S. (35-to-
19%) as the world's economically strongest power. Thils 1s

a change from a year ago, when about equal numbers ranked the
two countries in first place, along with the Arab oil states.

Issue: Exchange Rate Pnalicv

Public Opinion Climate for U.S. Policies

O Many see the strong U.S. dollar as damaging to
Canada.

Canadians are very widely aware of the strength of today's
U.S. dollar.

Among those who say the dollar is strong, the view prevails,
47-to~-34 percent, that it is a bad thing for Canada. But, by
an identical margin, Canadians do not attribute the dollar's
strength to deliberate U.S. policy, but rather to conditions
beyond U.S. control.

TRADE AND INVESTMENT

Issue: NTB's, etc.

Public Opinion Climate for U.S. Policies

! prot¢ =tioni favor f£fi1
1 ]

o0 Foreign imports are widely blamed for causing
unemployment.

O U.S. trade policies, and even more so Japan's,
tend to be seen as hindering Canadian exports.

* * * * *




The Canadian public is split between those who favor fewer
restrictions on trade (44%) and those who support protec-
tionist measures (46%).

Apart from their personal preferences, Canadians are somewhat
more likely to view their government as adhering to a free
trade policy rather than practicing protectionism (53-to-37%).

The general perception of U.S. policy is somewhat cloudy,
but slightly more see U.S. trade policies hindering (41%)
rather than helping (32%) Canada's efforts to sell in the
U.S. market.

The public is more certain of the effect of Japanese poli-
cies. By a two-to-one margin (46% to 20%) Canadians feel
that Japanese trade barriers make exporting to that country
difficult.

The impact of foreign imports on Canada's economy is perceived
as clearly negative. A large majority (63%) say imports are
more likely to increase unemployment than to reduce prices;
~nnly one 1n five thinks the opposite.

EAST/WEST ECONOMIC ISSUES

Issue: COCOM/Strategic Trade

Public Opinion Climate for U.S. Policies

o Canadians tend to favor trade with the Soviet
Union at existing levels.

o Opposition to granting special concessions to
the Soviet Union to promote trade is widespread.

o There is predominant support for tight restric-
tions on selling highly advanced technology to
the Soviet Union.

- o B T ! ity
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1S that 1t does not (49%). A year ago, they split evenly on
this score,

Another significant minority of the Canadian public (39%)
favor a reduction of Soviet trade in light of events in
Poland, but somewhat more (51%) support at least continuing

tha mvacAant ol nma




At the same time, Canadians convincinaly support certain
I—t0-=12%)
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er to

further trade.

And, by a three-to-one margin (68-to-23%), public opinion
wants '"tight restrictions" on selling high technology to the
USSR.

Tn Aall. a larae madinritv (AR2-tn=21%) favar coordineti~
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B the Sovie. Union. By contrast,
only one in five would risk damaging U.S. relations by making
the best possible, separate deals with Moscow.

Prepared by:
PGM/R M-5/11/82-F
724-9361
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Unemployment is most often attributed to both domestic poli-
cles and the actions O other countrlies. Nearly tour times
as many, however, assign blame principally to their own
government's policies rather than to actions from external
sources (36-to-10%). Among the few who do put the blame on
policies of others, the U.S. and Japan are pointed to most
frequently.

In a broader context, the German public is closely divided on
the effect of U.S. economic policies on the West German eco-
nomic situation. About as many think that U.S. policies do
not affect (27%) the state of the German economy as think
these policies have been harmful (29%). In fact, almost as
many (22%) think U.S. policies have helped Germany.

Perceptions about Japanese policies differ markedly. A
clearcut plurality (47%) see them as harming West Germany's
economy. .

More West Germans (35%) now consider Japan to be strongest
economirally rather than the U.S. (28%). This represents a
reversa. of public opinion since last year, when the U.S. was
accorded supremacy over Japanh by a 36-to-21 percent margin.

Issue: Exchange Rate Policy

Public Opinion Climate for U.S. Pcolicies

O Only few think the strong U.S. dollar is damayging
to West Germany. This perception seems to exist
amidst a fairly widespread lack of concern or
ignorance about current exchange rates.

* * * * *

The West German public appears somewhat uncertain about the
dollar's current standing. About half (48%) are aware of

1ts present strength but not that many fewer (39%) think of
it as a weak currency. And of those who do see the dollar

as strong, twice as many think it is a good thing rather

than a bad thing for the Federal Revublic. Yet for better or




TRADE AND INVESTMENT

Issue: NTB's, etc.

Public Opinion Climate for U.S. Policies

o0 Free trade principles are widely supported over
protectionism.

o U.S. trade policy is not perceived as harmful to
the German economy; Japanese trade practices are.

o Foreign imports, about as often as not, are seen
as beneficial to West Germany.

* * * * *

Free trade is widely favored over protectionism. A sizeable
60-to-22 percent majority endorse a policy of fewer restric-
tions on trade over protectionist measures. Moreover, nearly
two-thirds who favor free trade would not change their mind
even 1n economic hard times.

Apart from their personal preference, another large majority
(64-to-21%) believe their government actually practices a

free trade policy.

The general perception of U.S. trade policy is mixed. As many
see U.,S. trade policies helping as see them hindering German
exports.

A much clearer picture emerges about Japanese practices. By
a wide 52-to-15 percent margin the export-minded West German
public perceives Japan as placing barriers in the way of
German efforts to sell goods there.

On foreign imports, the West German public is more or le: di-
vided about thei. oottom-line effect on their economy. Some
30 percent believe they tend to cause unemployment rather than
reduce prices, but almost as many (24%) think the opposite.
And one-third sees overall benefit and harm in equal balance.
In all, it is clear that foreign imports are not seen as a
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