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MENT" IN EUROPE.

THE [NF MODERNIZATION !SSUE IN WESTERN EUROPE 1S THE
CURRENT PRIORITY OF GOVIET DIPLOMATIC AND PROPAGANDA
PRESSURE AND THE WPC WiLL CONTINUE TO CONCENTRATE ITS
EFFORTS THERE. NEVERTHELESS, N LINE WITH ITS PAST
RECORD, THE WPC WILL SEEK TO OPERATE WHEREVER SOVIET
FOREIGN POLICY INTERESTS ARE CONCERNEO. END TEXT

22. IN ADDITION, YOU MAY WISH TO DRAW ON THE FOLLOWING
POINTS REGARDING THE WPC

-~A WPC-SPONSORED "IN1 \TIONAL CONFERENCE OF
SOLIDARITY WiTH CYPRUS" IS SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE
IN SWEDEN SOMETIME (N APRIL. (THE WPC GIVES WAL [FIED
SUPPORT TO THE GREEK CYPRIOTS, DEMANDING THE REMOVAL OF
. FORE FORCES FROM THE ISLAND; NATO AND OTHER
"IMPER!ALIST FORCES" ARE CONSISTENTLY BLAMED FOR THE
SITUATION THERE. THE WPC HAS DURING THE PAST 7 YEARS
ORGC  ZED VARIOUS CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS DEVOTED TO
THE CYPRUS [SSUE. AN "INTERNAT! L COMMITTEE FOR
SOLIDARITY WITH CYPRUS" WAS SET UP BY THE WPC IN JULY
1975 AND REMAINS [N OPERATION TODAY, MAINTAINING ITS
CLOSE TIES TO THE WPC.) (W)

-=THE IMPOSITION OF MARTIAL LAW IN POLAND HAS WREAKED
HAVDC WiTH THE WPC’S CREDIBILITY IN EUROPE. THE ORGANI-
ZATION MAY, AS A RESULT, SCALE DOWR OR SUSPEND SOME OF ITS

FUTURE ACTIVITY UNTIL THE CLIMATE IN EUROPE BECDMES
SOMEWHAT MORE RECEPTIVE TC COMMUNIST-INSPIRED

INITHATIVES., NEVERTHELESS, THE WPC CAN STILL RELY ON
BASIC THFMES SUCH AS THE DANGER OF NUCLEAR POWER

ENVIRO TAL PROTECTION, ETC., TO RALLY SPECIAL INTEREST
GROUPS FOR "PEACE"-RELATED CAUSES. A WPC-SPONSORED
"WORLD CONGRESS OF INTELLECTUALS FOR CULTURE", SLATED

TO TAKE PLACE !N GREECE IN MAY, AFPEARS ORIENTED [N THAT
DIRECTION. (C)

~~ACCORDING TO AN UNCLASSIFIED BRITISH PUBLICATION
RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH PATRIARCH PIMEN, INJITiATOR
OF THE MAY 18-14 "WORLD PEACE CONFERENCE" IN MOSCOW
IS A MEMBER OF THE WPC. (U)

--THERE IS NO EVIDENCE TO SUGGEST THAT MOSCOW IS REDUCING
ITS FINANCIAL AND PROPAGANDA SUPPORT OF THE ORGANIZATION
NEFITHER IS THERE ANY FIRM EVIDENCE THAT WPC PRESIDENT
CHANDRA, WHO RECEIVED THE ORDER OF LENIN FROM SOVIET
PRESIDENT LEONID BREZHNEV LAST JUNE 1981, IS ON THE WAY
QUT, DESPITE THE FACT THAT HIS 38-YEAR IDENTIFICATION
WITH MOSCOW OCCASIONALLY TENDS TO UNDERMINE THE WPC’S
FACADE OF INDEPENDENCE AND NONAL IGNMENT. (C} HAIG
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INFC MATION MEMORANDUM

| , - > March 12, 1982 /%
TO: D - Ambassador Stoessel ”jg>L]§ZQéZJQfTJ

FROM: ' PA - Dean E. E‘is/7

SUBJECT: ‘Public Views European Allies as Not Supportive,
But Remains Committed to Their Defense

Thr 2 recent national polls have inguired about public
support of U.S. defense commitments and the public's percep-
tions of allied support of U.S. policies. These polls found:

) (1) Most Americans believe our West European allies have
not adequately supported U.S. foreign policies. Specifically,
a 3-to-2 plurality feel our NATO allies actually "have worked
against the United States during the Polish crisis.”

. (2) Nevertheless, support fnr the U.S. defense commitment
tn Western Euvn~me has weakencu vuiy ~llahtly during the past
Y T ‘

(3} The public continues to be selective regarding the
sitnations to which it would commi+ U.S. troops.. Sending
L... troops to help defend Wester. Jurope against a Soviet
invasion is favored by about 50 percent; sending troops to
thwart a Cuban-led military takeover of a Central American
country is favored by about 40 percent; sending U.S. troops
to counter a Soviet invasion of Poland or an Arab invasion

of Israel is favored by about 30 percent.

(4) ~:ss than one-fifth of the public is basically inter-
ventionist -~ that is, disposed to send U.S. troops to defend
any friendly country. About one fourth is basically opposed
to U.S. military intervention -- that is, disinclined to defend
any other country.

Attached are additional details about the three polls on
Y .
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Public Believes NATO Allies Hampering U.S. Policy

Polls taken in January by NBC and ABC/Washington Pnet
found the vast majority of Americans believe our Europcau
allies have not given sufficient support to recent U.S. for-
eign policies. Regarding Poland specifically, the public
tends to see our allies as actually undercutting U.S. poli-
cies to reverse the military crackdown. NBC asked:

"Do you think the United States' allies in Western
Europe are providing the right amount of support for
American foreign policies or don't you think the
allies are supporting the United States as much as
they should?”

Allies not supporting U.S. enough 80%
Allies providing enough support 11
Not sure 9

NBC's gquestion used a fairlyv "soft" criterion to determine
whether respondents were dissatisfied with allies' support, and
found that 80 percent believed our allies were not supporting
the U.S. "as much as thev should." ABC/Washington Post applied
a much more demanding test, asking respondents whether they.
agreed or di agreed that: "The United States' allies, the NATO
countries of Western Europe, have worked against the United

' during the Polish crisis.” (Underline added). The level
vr uzoapproval declined, but it was aqgain the predominant senti-
me  ::

Agree - allies have worked against

U.S. on Poland 48%
Disagree 32
Don't know 20

Opposition to Defending Western Europe Increased Slightly

A January Roper poll found that opposition to sending U.S.
troops to defend Western Europe against a Soviet invasion rose
slightly during the past year -- from 35 percent in February
1981 to 41 percent in January. The level of support hardly
. changed during this period (from 51 percent to 49 percent).

trc ing tr
.t Eter

- the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. It has declined since
early 1980 (particularly between early 1980 and early 1981),
but still is higher than the 1978 level. These results come
from four Roper polls:
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nc 2d oove, ipport for v ing troops 1 defend ¥ s3tern Euroj
h: declir 1 slightly during the past year. Support for using
U.S. { »ops to thwart a C »an-] 1 "communist takeover"™ in Cen-

tral America is similar to what it was last year.

Certain population groups were more likely to be interven-
tionist: Men more than women; whites more than blacks; those
¢ ning more than $30,000 annually more than those earning less
than $10,000; Westerners more than Easterners; and Republicans
more than Democrats. There was little difference between liber-
als and conservatives, except that the latter were more likely
to favor intervention against Cuban expansionism.
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