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Dear Friend,

Would you believe me if I said to you that I expect to be the
next President of the United States?

Probably not.

You'd probably point out that right now, I'm not much more
than an asterisk in the polls.

You might observe that I come from a small state -- that I do
not have a ready-made national constituency.

True enough.

But I have a feeling -- call it an instinct -- about the
direction in which the American people are moving.

I'm convinced that we've begun to realize in this country that
it's not enough simply to feel good about America.

We need more and we know it.

We know that under Mikhail Gorbachev, the Soviet Union
presents to us a challenge that goes far beyond the nmilitary.

We know that in far too many cases, our industries and our
schools are not keeping up with the foreign competition.

And I think we've had more than enough of sleazy backroomnm
operations in the name of national security -- of arms sales in the
name of peace to the sworn enemies of democratic Israel -- of
religious zealots who seek to rewrite the Constitution of the
United States.

With these issues, I am intimately familiar.

As a member of the Senate Judiciary Committee =- which I now
chair -- I've been in the thick of the fight to defend the
separation of church and state.

I've challenged the appointment by the current administration
of federal judges like Daniel Manion, of Justice Department
officials like William Bradford Reynolds and of Attorney General
Ed Meese himself.

And you can be certain that if I am elected President in 1988,
I will bring with me to the White House my passionate commitment to
defending the civil rights and the civil liberties of Americans.
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That's not all I'll bring.

If elected, I will also bring to the Presidency a set of very
strong views on the directions in which our defense and foreign
policies should be moving.

My views on foreign policy are no secret.

For fourteen years, I've served on the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

I've cast literally thousands of votes.

I've established myself as a leader in the Senate on issues as
diverse as arms control and the Middle East.

And after all that experience, I like to think that I have my
priorities straight.

Under President Biden, the United States will at last have a
consistent policy in the Middle East.

We will consistently make clear to Arab states that Israel is
a permanent presence in the Middle East.

We will consistently make clear that a close relationship with
Israel is a permanent feature of American policy.

And we will not -- repeat, not -- compromise principle by
providing weapons to countries that refuse to recognize Israel's
right to exist.

A Biden Administration will bring to the issue of arms control
the sense of urgency it deserves.

I am convinced that agreement is possible.

I'm convinced it can be reached in such a manner as to greatly
enhance the national security of the United States.

And although I'm not one to make outrageous campaign promises,
I say to you that if I am in the White House, we'll never have to
say to our children and our grandchildren that America did not try
to put an end to the exercise in insanity we call the nuclear arms
race.

There's more -- much more -- I'd like to tell you about my
positions on the issues. But all of that I'm sure will come out in
the course of the campaign.

So maybe I should tell you about myself -- about who I am and
about what makes me tick.
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In the best sense of the word, my parents were political
people.

They were formed by the Depression -- by the New Deal -- by
our total national effort to defeat Adolf Hitler and his allies.
Their interest was intense -- so much so that at our dining room

table, eating was only incidental.
Always, discussion was the main course.

And always, my father sought to impress upon his children the
absolute importance of standing up for what is right. He impressed
upon us the fact that our country -- and yes, our church -- failed
to act in time to prevent the wholesale slaughter of European
Jewry.

He taught that each of us had a personal responsibility to
ensure that no such horror ever be visited again upon Jews or upon
anyone else.

Because of what my father taught me, I became active in the
civil rights movement.

I was one of the many young people who were drawn by John
Kennedy, by Robert Kennedy and by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. into
the public arena.

And although it may sound corny, I'll tell you very frankly
that for me, the dream has never died.

I remember the Dr. King who proclaimed himself "a drum major
for peace, a drum major for justice."

I remember standing with my sister Valerie by a railroad track
in Delaware weeping openly as Robert Kennedy's funeral train passed
by.

Yes...I remember.

And in spite of what the cynics say, I know that my generation
remembers.

I know...we're all supposed to have gone conservative.

We're worried about mortgage payments, orthodontist bills and
college tuitions. 1In some cases, we're the horrified »jarents of
"College Students for Reagan."

But please -- don't count us out.

We do care. And even though our heroes were murdered, we're
still the same people who answered the call to serve justice and to
aspire to excellence.

That's why I enter this race with confidence.

(over, please)



I think that I understand.

I think I have the message that all Americans -- especially
those of my generation -- are waiting to hear. And I'm convinced
that if I can get my message across, I can go all the way.

But that, of course, is the rub.

It is a fact of political life nowadays that campaigns are
exceedingly expensive.

At the Senate level, for example, we've seen in recent years a
$25 million race in North Carolina and a $26 million contest in
California.

I'm not trying to raise $26 million.

But if I am to stand a fair chance in this race, I must raise
enough -- enough to make it possible for me to get my message out.

That's why I am writing to you.

I am writing to invite you to become one of my key early
supporters.

I hope that I can persuade you to make a leap of faith and say
to yourself, "This guy really could be President. And maybe he
should be President."”

Once you've said that, I hope that you will sit down and write
a check to "Biden for President." And please, write that check for
as much as you possibly can, whether it be $250, $100, $50 or even
$30.

And I hope you will not delay.

The crucial time is now.

Now is the time when I must make my plans for the key early
primary states. Now is the time when I am most in need of funds to
support full-time organizers in Iowa, New Hampshire and across the

South.

Now, in other words, is the time in a campaign when
contributions mean the most.

I hope that you will be with me.

And I hope I've convinced you that I'm right in believing that
together, we can win.






