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By 
Theodore 
H. White 

From caves cut 
· Into the hills of 

Yanan, below a 
classic yellow 
Song pagoda, 
Mao Tse-tung 
guided his army 
to victory 

• 
• 

Burnout of a Revolution 
Nearly 45 years ago, just out of Harvard and stiU trying to master the intricacies of Mandarin, Theodore H 

White made his way to China and found a land in turmoil. Settling in Chiang Kai-shek '.s wartime capital of 
Chongqing (Chungking ), then a drowsy Yangtze River port with a population of 250,000, he soon began reporting 
from therefor TIME. One book (Thunder Out of China, 1946), two wars (China against Japan, China against itself) 
and six eventful years later, he departed, in sharp disagreement with TIME'S &Jitor-in-Chief, Henry R. Luce, about 
China '.s future. In the decades since, he has chronicled some of the major events of our time, from Europe '.s postwar 
recovery (Fire· in the Ashes, 1953) to America '.s shifting politics IThe Making of the President series, 1960 to 1980). 
This spring, Pulitzer Prizewinner White returned to China/or his first extended visit since the mid-1940s (in 1972 
he covered Richard Nixon '.s brief trip). ·For nearly two months he crisscrossed China, revisiting Chongqing, now a 
bursting-at-the-seams metropolitan area of 14 million, exploring the crowded alleys and broad boulevards of Pe
king and interviewing scores of Chinese, from peasants to Politburo members. Once again he found a land in tur
moil; this time, however, it was the.turmoil not ofw':1r but of change. Here is his report: 

That first night back in China, my old friend 
Wang Bingnan drove me out to visit Fragrant HUI. 
From the hill you can almost see Peking, 25 miles 
away. In the evening, when the sun purples the range, 
the passes in the mountains show the way ancient con
querors cut their entry into the capital. That was the 
way Mao Tse-tung, the last conqueror, came to view 
Peking in 1949, when he held it in his hand-and Mao 
still haunts Fragrant Hill, as he haunts Peking, haunts 
all China, haunts its politics, dreams, nightmares. ' 

The story, even now in 1983, started with him. 
Wang Bingnan was telling me of his first night on 

the hill back then in 1949. He had arrived with Mao 
and the Zhongyang, the Central Committee that rules 
the Communist Party of China. They came as a no
mad encampment, several thousand men and women 

who promised to give new government to the China 
they had conquered. For two years, they had been 
wandering the arid northlands, pursued by Chiang . 
Kai-shek's-divisions. But Mao had raced his own best 
troops northeast to Manchuria to encircle and wipe 
out Chiang's forces. Next he deployed his other ar
mies, first to wipe out the last of Chiang's elite divi
sions south of the Yellow River, then to seize Peking. 

So now, in March 1949, it was over-or just begin
ning. That last day's trek, Mao had moved the Zhon- . 
gyang to Fragrant Hill so its fires twinkled above the 
capital. Mao's troops were still cleaning out the fallen 
city, and it was not yet safe for him to enter, even 
though Nationalist dignitaries were about to arrive to : 
sue for peace. Each morning Chou En-lai and Wang · 
Bingnan would drive down to negotiate; each evening 
they would drive back to report. Mao was inflexible: 
no terms for surrender. China was his to remake. 

Wang Bingnan remembered how Mao, coming in 
from the march that first evening, had been offered a 
bed. He was to sleep on a spring mattress, after 15 
years of sleeping on a hard board with only a thin 
peasant's pad between the board and his body. Wang 
remembered meeting Jiang Qing, Mao's wife, the next 
morning. The Chairman had slept badly, she scolded. 
He had finally decided to sleep on the hard floor where 
he was more comfortable. After that, Mao always slept 
on boards as peasants do, even in the old imperi!il 
grounds of Peking where emperors once slept. 

. The Zhongyang was all there on the Hill that first 
night: Mao himself: his wife Jiang Qing: Chou En-lai; 
Chu Teh: Peng Dehuai: Liu Shaoqi; the band of com
rades who had shaken not only China but the world., 
comrades whose devotion to one another gave victory 
to their revolution. After which they murdered one an
other. tortured one another, tried to assassinate one 
another. imprisoned and humiliated one another. 

Mao. of course, was the greatest name: he went on 
into Peking and became God-but also. with almost 
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no doubt, insane. Jiang Qing, a bitch killer and one of 
the great dragon ladies of Chinese history, now lan
guishes under life sentence in jail. Peng Dehuai, a su
perlative military leader who had fought side by side 
with Mao for 20·years, went on to command the front 
against the Americans in the Korean War and later 
was named Minister of Defense. But he became the 
first openly to criticize Mao, and that cost him dearly. 
He was left to die of cancer in a common hospital ward 
in Peking, the windows of the ward papered over so he 
could not see the sun. Liu Shaoqi, named by Mao as 
President of China, was later dismissed and died in 
solitary confinement in 1969. Both were posthumously 
restored to honor in 1981 when they were officially re
corded as having been "persecuted to death." They 
had been brothers in the faith of Mao-Marx-Lenin. 
But history held truths that overrode Marxism-Lenin- · 
ism as, for example, that suffering is a bond, but power 
is a drug. And once power was in their hands, the drug 
addled their minds and together they brought China to 
the threshold of ruin. 

So one must begin the story of China now in 1983 
with what happened once the revolutionaries came 
down from the slopeofFragrant Hill in 1949. 

. . 

MAOISM: 
THE 
BLOODY 
SPIKE 

Their problem was immensely 
complicated: How does an army 
make a government? Armies 
and generals are not particularly 
good at governing, and the prob
lem of governing China has al-
ways been one to numb the 
mind. But in 1949 the army, its 

generals, its tough and cruel party, thought it would be 
simple. 

The key to the problem, as the revolutionary ar
mies and the party saw it in 1949, was Mao's thinking. 
"Mao Thought" should not be considered simply a 
dogma, or a slogan, least of all a coherent doctrine. It 
should be thought of as a spike, driven by the will of 
one man into the minds of his people, to nail them to 
his purpose. But in the next 25 years the spike was 
driven through the living flesh of people until they 
bled, or hungered, or died at random, until life became 
chaos. The spike had to be torn out or half China's 
people would perish. What is going on in China now is 
a great debate over whether to rip Mao Tse-tung en
tirely out of history, or whether to let what is left em-
bedded of"Mao Thought" heal over. · 

Of all this I learned nothing that first night. I 
learned only later that Wang Bingnan (a hero of the 
revolution for arranging the Christmas 1936 kidnap
ing of Chiang Kai-shek, later China's senior diplomat 
in the West) had himself been purged during the Cul
tural Revolution, condemned to shoveling out barns 
on a collective farm. When I asked him how the hor
rors had come about, he murmured, "I myself don't 
understand"-and went on to other matters. 

Since no outsider can ever really know what goes 
on in China, I had to content myself for almost two 
months with assembling fragments of reality, sifting 
gossip from apparent fact in trying to find out. Of the 
governing regime in China today, it may be said: 
► The old soldiers who have recaptured control are 
engaged in the most delicate of political tasks, transfer 
of power. This transfer is not only from one generation 
to another but is cultural, military, academic, a shift 
from one set of elites to another. 
► It is in America's interest that the Deng Xiaoping 
regime continue its reforms and peacefully transfer 
power. In the long run, the progress of Chinese sci
ence, technology and industry may challenge Ameri
ca as much as Japan has. But, in the -short run, the 
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present transition regime works to the world's good. 
► This regime acknowledges the Communist Party to 
be,' guilty of sins against conscience and history. It has 
published an official confession, a story of terror and 
error, in an effort to set up reasonable government. 
► Yet always it must be remembered that the old zeal
ots of this regime are married to the thought of unend
ing revolution and still seek to bring Taiwan back un
der their flag before they pass on. We have fought one , 
war directly with the Chinese (in Korea) and another 
by proxy (in Viet Nam); a third confrontation should 
be avoided at all costs. 

GLORY 
YEARS, 
NIGHTMARE 
YEARS 

My last previous visit to China 
was with Nixon in 1972. We 
knew nothing of what was going 
on. I tried then to telephone an 
old friend and was told, "He's 
not home." When would he be 
back? "Not certain." This time I 
found him, and he told me 

where he had been when I last called: in solitary con
finement in a Peking jail from 1968 to 1973. His wife, 
too, had been in solitary in the same jail. No charge 
had been brought against either of them, only that he 
was "under investigation." Greater horrors were tak
ing place in China at the moment of the Nixon visit
hero leaders killed or forced to suicide; tens of thou
sands of China's best in jail or enduring savage punish
ment; scores of thousands killed by fanatics; the army 
called in to restore order where youthful Red Guards 
had bloodied the streets in civil war. · 

But of all this we knew nothing in 1972. Something 
called the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution was 
in full swing. But then, as now, it was as ifwe were feel
ing through a membrane: we could sense shapes, forms 

1 and fears, almost touch them. But we could not see 
through the membrane. 

Peking now is, to the eye, a far better place. The 
city's long avenues of young trees, its handsome new 
architecture, its broad esplanades all promise coming 
splendor. The people are well dressed. Well-marked 
buses course their routes-on time. Men and women 
are healthy; the children are cherubs; the parks are 
flecked with the colors of young couples courting or 
families airing babies. The stores are well stocked, 
from dumplings to ducks. Bookstores are crowded, 
moviehouses and theaters jammed. Color television 
has arrived and with it commercial advertising. 

Most of all, Mao is gone. It is as if the city had been 

1HTHE 
,COMRADES 
GAVE 
VICTORY 
TOTHE 
REVOLUTION, 
AFTER WHICH 
THEY 
MURDERED, 
TORTURED, 
IMPRISONED 
AND 
HUMILIATED 
ONE 
ANOTHER,, 

Tlree who made a 
revolution: Mao, 
flanked by Chou 
En-lal, left, and 
Chu Teh at Yanan 
In 1946, three 
years before 
takeover 
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After sUrTender, 
Nationalist troops 
leaving Peking In 
1949 pass Its 
main gate 

HWHATIS 
GOING ON 
NOW ISA. 
DEBATE 
OVER 
WHETHER 
TO RIP MAO 
ENTIRELY 
OUTOF 
HISTORY OR 
TOLET 
WHAT IS. 
LEFT 
EMBEDDED_
HEAL 
OVERH 
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sponged of him and his "personality cult." The giant 
40-foot-high portrait still hangs above the vermilion 
Tjananmen. But he now rests silent under a scarlet 
coverlet in the colonnaded mausoleum. that dominates 
the great square. 

People still talk about him-endlessly-and when 
they· talk something peels off their normal guarded 
conversation. They talk of his glory years of triumph, 
the nightmare years of his horror, of the change that 
happened in this man who changed their lives, whom 
they both revile and revere to this day. When one talks 
to those who knew Mao personally, one comes across 
an exquisite perplexity as they try to untangle the rev
olution from the man who made it, the hero of the rev
olution from the villain who brought it to cataclysm. 
Those who attended him during his glory days and in 
his madness wonder what caused the devilish change 
in him, as well as when it took place. 

There is the pathological view. He was, say those 
who studied the matter, suffering for years from Alz
heimer's disease, a brain disorder leading to prema
ture senility. Mao, some say, began to suffer a series of 
tiny strokes in 19S9; others put the date at 1961. Slowly 
changing in personality, Mao would more and more 
receive visitors in his bedroom-a sloven's room, the 
bed strewn with books, leaflets, reports. Cordoned off 
from the world, he became the prisoner of his palace 
entourage, of his wife and of the Shanghailanders who, 
with Jiang Qing, formed the Gang of Four. "In the old 
days in Yanan," said one friend, "he would listen first, 
then talk. Now he talked but would not listen." At the 
end he would mumble and grunt, interpreters had to 
bend close to Mao's lips to strain sense from the mum
bling. But, by then, all those once close to him had 
been killed or exiled from his inner court. Jiang Qing · 
transmitted his orders. 

What remained constant in Mao was his iron will, 
the invincible conviction of his own righteousness. Po
litical analysts harp on two words: "speed" and "strug
gle." Mao had acquired the lust for speed in the last 
year of the revolution. In the fall of 1948 the com
mander in chief of his Manchurian strike forces, Mar
shal Lin Biao, had seized the key city of Shenyang 
(Mukden); but so many of Chiang Kai-shek's combat 
divisions were still at large in Manchuria that Lin Biao 
preferred to move with caution. Mao overruled him. 
Strike for the escape ports of Manchuria, he said, now. 
Cut them off. Field success vindicated him. Cut Pe
king off from Tianjin, Mao next commanded. And he 
was right. Strike next south of the Yellow River. 
There, in the famous Huai-Hai battle, half a million of 
Chiang's troops were captured or came over. On Oct. , 
1, 1949, less than a year from the seizure of Shenyang 
to the collapse of all resistance, Mao proclaimed the 
People's Republic of China. Now, more speed! 

To the impulse for speed was added the driving 
force of "struggle." In Yanan (see box), where the 
clean dry air is intoxicating and the heavens are close 
enough to touch, "struggle" had become doctrine. 
Nothing was impossible if his will could drive his peo
ple to "struggle against the mountains." 

But the flatlands of central China, the wet paddy
fields of south China were not mountains. They could 
not be climbed, they had to be governed and remade 
by changing the minds of the peasants who tilled them 
in the old ways. So, following the revolution came Ute 
Great Leap Forward, which collectivized agriculture. 
So millions died of starvation as China struggled to 
collectiviz.e. The real China, where peasants sow and 
reap by season and by sweat, could not be remade with 
"Mao Thought." By 19S8 Peng Dehuai was protesting 
that collectivization was not working. So was Liu 
Shaoqi, the President of China. Both were to die. 

Just as Mao believed in speed and struggle, he also 
believed in conspiracy. If China was not moving with 
the speed he required to the socialist millennium he 
sought, there must be a conspiracy somewhere. Where 
else, he decided, but in his own party, where "class en
emies" lurked? Yet it was not Mao's enemies who 
were resisting; it was China itself, and its realities of 
hunger and hope betrayed. "Mao Thought" could not 
move people as swiftly as it had moved armies. So, in 
1966, Mao speeded the pace. "It was as if the law of in
ertia took over," said Hu Qiaomu, once Mao's private 
secretary, today in the Politburo as spokesman of Chi
na's intellectuals. "He was speeding the train down the 
track. The train came to a bend because the terrain of 
China is different from what Mao thought. The train 
could not take the turn. It derailed." 

The derailing of China is what is called the Great 
Proletarian Cultural Revolution. No more ironic title 
has ever been given to a dogma that tried to erase all 
culture. China is now recovering at a swifter pace than 
one could hope. But its people have lost ten, some say 
20 years of normal life. The greatest feat of the present 
regime is that it has had the courage to denounce the 
disaster, fix blame and reverse course. 

A 
COUNTRY 
DRIVEN TO 
CHAOS 

The tormented decade of the 
Cultural Revolution can be di
vided into three chapters. The 
first lasted from the outbreak in 
mid-1966 to the end of 1967, 
when roving bands of Red 
Guard youth ferreted out and 

. purged the supposed enemies of 
Mao in the bureaucracy, in factories, in provincial 
centers. That period ended in an anarchy so sweeping 
that the army had to seize the cities and re-establish 
food supplies. But the army was commanded by Lin 
Biao, who could see that the old man was failing and 
that power would go to whoever struck first. Lin mis
calculated; his plot to kill Mao was exposed; and when 
he was killed in an airplane crash while trying to es
cape in September 1971, the army was subordinate to 
party again, and the third period began. In this period, 
which lasted until 1976, party politics were twisted 
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into palace politics, as the Gang of Four sought to en
sure the succession for themselves. 

So much for history. What was happening was the 
triumph of fantasy over reality, a dogma so strange 
that endless blood underlined its absurdities. The the
ory of the Cultural Revolution was summed up in the 
word egalitarianism. All people must be re-educated 
to the peasant way of life. Enemies, said Mao, were 
buried in every party cell, every government office, ev
ery university, and must be burned out-"the capital
ist roaders," "the stinking intellectuals," "the right
ists," "the revisionists." And all across China, the 
youth, the Red Guards, then the careerists and thugs, 
responded to Mao's call ("Bombard the Headquar
ters") to join in the crusade against the hidden ene
mies. And as they searched for those enemies, they . 
broke into factions and began killing each other. 

They tell the stories in China now, some shame
facedly, S9me still burning with indignation at how the 
country ·was driven to chaos. There is a onetime Red 
Guard still horrified by a single memory. He was at 
high school in Peking and was awakened one night. A 
"struggle" meeting was going on in the school court
yard, the Red Guards struggling against two teachers 
and beating them. He crept down to the courtyard at 5 
a.m. and there lay the bodies of the two teachers, beat
en to pulp, dead. Another onetime student recalls: 
"My brother was at Peking University; he was beaten 
to death; then my mother committed suicide." I spoke 
to a brigade leader in a distant rural commune who 
had been hung from a stable rafter for days, suspended 
by his arms tied behind him, while Red Guards beat 
him with fists, sticks, irons. Finally his own peasants 
rescued him. In Chongqing, I spoke to the vice mayor, 
old beyond his years. He was sent down to an iron 
mine where he worked underground for three years. 

Being "sent down," or Xiafang, as the Chinese call 
it, was very simple punishment "Stinking intellectu
als" were supposed to learn from the peasants what 
life is like when one must stoop for hours transplanting 
rice seedlings in the wet muck. Horror stories spurt
not grisly horror like eye gouging (which was reported 
only in south China), but simpler torment like being 
interrogated round the clock by Red Guards . . 
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High and low alike, anyone with an education, 
anyone suspected of murmuring protest, in the bureau
cracy, or the universities, or the army, could be sent 
down. All universities, except for military research 
centers, were closed, some for three years, some for 
five, some for a full ten. And, as dogma drove the spike 
into the flesh of the country, even the revered ancients 
of the revolution were pushed to death. Li Ta, one of 
the original founding fathers of the Communist Party 
of China in 1921, was "struggled" against .until he 
committed suicide. He Long, a Robin Hood peasant 
bandit who became a marshal of the Red Army and , 
helped conquer south-central China for the revolution, 
had been a hero. He Long suffered from diabetes, but 
the hospital denied him water, then injected him with 
glucose instead of insulin. So he died in 1969. 

And then, after the street violence of the Red 
Guard youngsters had subsided, and Lin Biao had 
been eliminated, it became worse. All power fell into 
the hands of the palace court that surrounded Mao. 
Jiang Qing, of course, wanted to be named Premier to 
replace Chou En-lai. She named as. Minister of Health 
Liu Xiangping, one of those ruthless women who 
abound in Chinese history. Liu was not only ignorant 
of medicine but devoid of decencies. She made the hos
pitals of the capital hostels of despair. Few could es
cape her clutch. Old veterans and ranking bureaucrats 
pleaded not to be sent to the hospitals from which they 
feared they would never emerge alive. They were told 
it was the will of the party and off they went. Liu 
Xiangping was the wife of Xie Fm.hi, chief of the se
cret police; he fingered victims, she executed. 

For sweep of terror, China under the Cultural 
Revolution was the equivalent of Nazi Germany. 
Thugs, Red Guard bands and idealists fought in the 
cities, all rivaling one another to show loyalty to Mao 
Thought Stories from the interior convey the sweep of 
the violence. In Chengdu, capital of Sichuan, the 
handsome old government palace was blown to bits by 
Red Guards; in its place they erected a new hall filled 
only· with portraits of Mao. In Chongqing, workers 
fought each other with machine guns, artillery, ar-. 1 

mored cars and tanks. In Harbin, the factions used air
planes to bomb each other. In Peking, Red Guards 
stormed and burned the British embassy. In Wuhan, 
center of the great iron and steel complex as well as of 
several universities, steelworkers shaped up in three ri
val bands, while universities formed rival student 
bands, all warring within and against one another. 

So millions suffered. There is no real count of those 
who died. The final official record says that 34,800 in
nocent people were put to death and 729,511 subjected 
to "unwarranted persecution." This takes no account 
of how many others died-bystanders at riots, those 
huddling under bombs or artillery, individuals stoned, 
beaten or stabbed to death. 

Common sense itself revolted. The new dogma 
had not worked and it could not work. So the aging · 
generals of the Civil War and Liberation had to move 
in, as they did on the night of Oct 6, 1976. 

FALL 
OFA 
DYNASTY 

Chou En-lai, the last effective 
rational' member of the inner 
circle, had died in January 1976. 
Twelve weeks later came the 
ceremonies of Qingming at 
which the Chinese honor their 
dead. Spontaneously, on April 1, 
thousands thronged Tiananmen ' 

Square to mourn him. The next day, more. Then again 
the following day and the day after, hundreds of thou
sands, in silent protest against the tyranny of the Gang 
of Four. Somehow Chou had come to be the symbol of 

·-:-, 5 ~ HINA:-

As the Civil Wa, 
nears an end, • 
children assemble 
at a Shanghai 
welfare center 

HFORSWEEP 
OF TERROR, 
CHINA 
UNDER THE 
CULTURAL 
REVOLUTION I 

WASTHE 
EQUIVALENT 
OFNAZI 
GERMANY. 
THERE IS 
NOREAL 
COUNTOF 
THOSE 
WHO 
DIED,, 

33 

,-



With the the true faith of the original revolution. In July Chu 
Teh, commander in chief of the revolution's armies, 
died. Then came the Tangshan earthquake-and in 
Chinese folklore great earthquakes always foretell the 
fall of a dynasty. Finally, on Sept. 9, Mao died, and it 
was time for someone to move. Either the Gang of 
Four would wipe out the last resistance and Jiang Qing 
would reign, or the veterans of the revolution would 
wipe out the Gang of Four. A classic case of "us" or 
"them," as tight as the events of 9 Thermidor, 1794, 
when it became a matter of life or death for members 
of France's revolutionary Convention: Robespierre 
would get them, or they would get him. 

Gang of Four 
still ascendant, 
JiangQing 
appears at 
Peking airport 
in April 1974 
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There is as yet no authentic story of the night of 
the coup and there may never be. Ye Jianying and Li 
Xiannian, both old marshals, led the coup. But I rest 
my knowledge only on the slim phrases I squeezed out 
of the deputy chief of staff of the army at the time
General Wu Xiuquan, now retired and old. "We con
trolled the garrison," he said. "We moved into Zhong
nanhai (the imperial quarters). No bloodshed, no re
sistance. We arrested the four, one by one, in their 
homes." The people of China had had enough of the 
madness and violence. Not until six days later, Oct. 12, 

YANAN: CRADLE 
OF THE REVOLUTION 

; 

Camels with tinkling bells no longer shuffle through; nor 
do inules with their red tufts; nor shepherds with their flocks .. 
Yanan is now a small north China town, its main street traffic 
·controlled by two stop lights. It boasts cigarette factories, wool~ 
en mills, an opera house, a modern hotel. Only the yellow Song 
pagoda marks the village wl;lere history once happened: , 

For ten years this cleft in the hills was the cradle of China's 
r~vol_ution. Now its few_.visitors f6,~ all Jast )'ear) co~e ~e. 
pilgnm& to Jerusalem to see where 1t began-or to remember .. : 
Their route is almost as ·welCniarked as the Stations of the 
Cross. Following it, one traces the explosions that overturned 
China. . - -· , '· - ·• :· t , ·· , 

First station: the home of Mao Tse-tung, where he made 
his headquarters in January 1937, preparing to fight the Japa~· 
nese as ally of Chiang Kai-shek. The shrine sits in a dusty 
courtyard, nowiarde:ned and grown with new pines. Here was 

"> ,, 

did the people of China learn the madness was over, 
from BBC out of London, reporting what British intelli
gence had gathered. In the underground the crab had 
been the symbol for Jiang Qing. So those who could af
ford to. ate crabs to celebrate. 

Trus political insanity was put in context during a 
talk I had with Hu Qiaomu. Slow in speech, broad of 
nose, gray of hair, Hu had been a Shanghai intellectual 
in the '30s who trekked north to Yanan and became 
Mao's private secretary, worked with Deng Xiaoping, 
rose until 1966 when he, too, was purged. 

"They put me through the jet," he said, then 
abruptly halted. A man put through the jet was forced 
to crouch motionless for hours or days, his head down 
and outstretched like the nose of a jet, his arms extend
ed behind him like its wings. While Red Guards 
changed hourly, the victim crouched and answered 
questions. Some collapsed, some died. Hu survived but 
is a frail and melancholy man. 

I wanted to question him on his authorship of the 
confession of error, the official history of the Commu
nist Party, approved by the Zhongyang in June 1981. 
The structure and thinking, he insisted, were that of 
Deng Xiaoping; the document was a party document, 
not his alone. 

"How did Mao make those mistakes?" I asked. Af
ter the revolution, Hu replied, it proved more difficult 
to establish socialism than it had been to overthrow 
the old regime. Differences between the leadership 
grew. The old brotherhood began to split with collec
tivization in 1958-a disaster. "Mao knew he had been 
wrong in the Great Leap Forward," said Hu Qiaomu. 
But when Peng Dehuai circulated a critical letter, Hu 
went on, he "was scraping at a wound which, left to it
self, might heal. To scrape a man with a healing 
wound rouses all his irritations, angers him." So Mao 
got rid of Peng-first to go of the old guard. 

Add to the pressures not only Mao's isolation but 
his growing distrust of the Soviet Union. "Mao's visits 
to Russia were not only very short but very unpleas
ant," said Hu. Mao believed that the Soviets had bu
reaucratized their revolution, had betrayed Marxism, 
were traitors to Communism-revisionists! If the Sovi
ets had succumbed to bureaucracy, might not the same 
thing happen in China? Thus, a growing suspicion 
that revisionism and class enemies might be infecting 
even his own party. On went Hu, describing the para
noia growing. Mao had disliked intellectuals ever 
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since he had been a $30-a-month librarian in Peking 
in his youth. "The more knowledge you give the peo
ple," said Mao, " the more you hold back revolutionary 
thought." Or, "The more books people read, the more 
foolish they become." So Mao let loose the Cultural 
Revolution, but, said Hu, "once he let the genie out of 
the bottle, he could not put it back in." 

I tried to bring Hu to personalities. Peng hac;l been 
too proud and stubborn, he said. Lin Biao had been too 
ambitious, a careerist, sucking up to Mao, then trying 
to kill him. Finally be came to Jiang Qing. Here Ru's 
anger burst. "If you were to write a biography of Mao, 
she would be the tragedy of his life." Then, an anec
dote about Jiang Qing escorting Imelda Marcos, the 
First Lady of the Philippines, on a visit to Tianjin. The 
state cavalcade roared through the peasants, ran one 
down and killed him. Stop, said Imelda. No, said Jiang 
Qing, drive on! The cavalcade drove on. 

Did Mao know of the horrors? Both Peng Dehuai 
and Liu Shaoqi had lived so close to Mao below the 
ledge in the Date Garden of Yanan-how could he 
have let them be put to death? Pathetically, Hu rumi
nated, then slurred his reply. "No ... no . .. Mao did 
not know. It was all so secret, you understand. Even 
the Politburo did not know. They put Peng into a hos
pital under a false name. Even the doctors did not 
know his real name." Chou tried to find out what was 
happening to Peng. "He couldn't. It was a secret even 
from Chou." Mao trusted nobody in the last days. 

Yet Hu also told of how Mao, who did not believe 
in torment but in "re-education" of his enemies, heard 
about an old Yanan comrade being imprisoned and 
tortured. "But this is fascism, not Communism!" cried 
Mao, and ordered punishment relaxed to house arrest. 

I complimented Hu on the official confession. 
"The problem," he said, "had been how to assign 
blame yet preserve Mao's merits, though flawed." Af
ter three sessions, the Central Committee came up 
with the compromise that now rules Chinese thinking: 
there is crime and there is error, and they are different. 
Mao was not a criminal, said Hu. Mao was guilty of er
ror; he had betrayed Mao Thought, contradicting him
self. His merits outweighed his mistakes. Thus, the of
ficial history of disaster, the dethronement of a god. 

Could terror reign once more? No, said Hu-and 
he was firm. A modern country needs intellectuals, 
scientists. This was Deng's view too. How could mod
ernization proceed without thinking people? I persist-

eel: Could it happen again? No, he answered. Not be
cause .of the new constitution. Not because of the 
transfer of power. No-because someone who puts his 
finger on a hot stove gets burned and will not put his 
finger there again. The terror, Hu assured me, could 
not return because the people now would not accept it. 

UNTANGLING It was two years before the old 
THE generals could purge and remold 

the party. By 1978 they · had 
MESS brought back from disgrace 

Deng Xiaoping, the deftest poli
tician among them. At the end 
of 1978, the reorganized Central 
Committee, under Deng, had re-

pudiated the economics of the Cultural Revolution 
and ordered reforms. It took two more years to bring 
to trial and convict the Gang of Four; and in 1981 the 
Central Committee adopted the official confession of 
Communist error. It was another year before they 
elected, in 1982, a new Zhongyang and adopted a new 
constitution, the fourth since Liberation. So there is 
now a new ruling regime <see box, page 42). 

What is going on under this new leadership is a 

' \.. -

In a ritual of 
luniliation, 
dunce-hatted 
fonner officials 
aremiven 
ttw-ough Peking 
by Red Guards 
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• fine cave suite to his left, Chou En-lai · to his right ing. It was all abustle in its glory days, but now the water rip- ' 

What I remember best is the stone tables, the· stone blocks pies sjlently . through the irrigation ditch· and the pears and · 
used as chairs when they chose to dine outside; and the little apple trees in springtime's pink and white blossoms offer their 
pavilion built for Mao tq rest, think, write when the skies were beauty only to occasional visitors: • . ' . . •· . 
sunny. Beyond the hills his troops had reached the coast of Chi- -' On then to the army headquarters- at Wangjiaping, a mile 
na, fighting on Pacific shores. On this ledge, at such a stone ta- ' or two awa.y\:When I had last seen it in 1~44, it was a place of -
ble, Major General Patrick Hurley signed his compact with , excitement. ft is now a gray, empty bamcks,""quite forbidding. 
Mao in November 1944. Both promised, wiili' American aid, to .Adjac~nt tolt is tlie last statj,on of'the pilgnma~Mao ·slept ,. 
bring to China Roosevelt's Four Freedoms and the Bill of.- here fo{ seve,::al w~ks m·his" last days in Y~, 'preparing 19t. 
Rights. It required.only Chiang Kai-shek's <:9nsent, 'Yhich nev- flee"am:!,reorganir,e 1µs armies fof the.final-assault'on the Na- " 
er came. Nor did Mao follow through on his commitinent."ii tionaliits; he and the entire Central Committee were to be on 
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entirely; the peasants couldn't ship to the towns. Eggs! 
You could buy eggs in the city only on holidays. Meat! 
There was no meat in the cities to buy. Everything was 
on coupons. Dates! Not even coupons could buy you 
dates-you needed a doctor's prescription." 

On he went with wry amusement as he told how 
the new regime was untangling "egalitarianism." It 
would be years before it was all untangled. But much 
had already been accomplished, particularly where 
the peasants had been invited into the "responsibility" 

• system and had restored the market system. It was the 

cracking of the bones of Mao's stat~wbich had to 
follow from the cracking of Mao's theories and ideas. 

Let another old-guard Communist tell what he 
found when he was restored to power. Liao Zbili, 68, 
now deputy director of the State Commission for Re
structuring the Economic System, was sent down from 
1968 to 1978. Liao grew animated as he told of China 
as left by the Cultural Revolution. 
. "It was," he says, "madness. They believed in pub

lic ownership of everything. They wanted to eliminate 
all private workers. In all China there were only 
150,000 private workers. They wanted the barber- . 
shops, the bathhouses, the shoemaking shops all to be 
state enterprises. The poorer the people, was their the
ory, the more 'revolutionary' they would become. We 
found we had 26 million people unemployed-and the 
state was supposed to find jobs for all of them. 

"They had two systems for the economy-'line au
thority' and 'bloc authority.' " Line authority ran from 
the central-government ministries down to the small
est factories and mines in China, north or south. "We 
found one factory with 4,000 workers but only one toi
let. The workers would line up for hours·to get to the 
toilet. But any building of more than 200 sq. ft. had to 
be approved by line authority at the top, the State 
Planning Commission in Peking. Should such a com
mittee have to decide about toilets? We had a factory 
in Hebei that produced good worsteds that people 
wanted for suits. But the plan called for the mill to pro-

' duce coarse woolens." So the mill met its quotas in 
coarse woolens, and they piled up in the warehouses. 
All over China, Peking set quotas and ignored what 
the people, the market, demanded, · _ 

"Take bloc authority," Liao went on. "That meant 
the provincial governments did the trading and mar
keting. Villages in north Jiangsu, for example, raise 
tomatoes, so they need bamboo staves to make the 
wicker tepees that hold tomatoes up. Anhui Oust 
across the border] had surplus bamboo. But tomato 
farmers in Jiangsu couldn't get any bamboo from An
hui because that er~ a provincial border. That's 
bloc authority.'' ·.:.... 

Suddenly, _he exploded:"Peanuts! Everybody in 
China likes to eat peanuts. But peanuts disappeared 
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countryside where I would see reforms working best. 

REMOVING 
THE 
HANDCUFFS 

The countryside means almost 
anywhere, for 80% of China's 
people still work in the fields. 
Start with Sichuan, my home 
base for six years. The province 
is so fertile that the old phrase 
ran, "Anything that grows in 
China, grows better in Sichuan." 

. · Sichuan used to feed itself. But then, from the czars 
of the Cultural Revolution, came the order that two 
rice crops be grown a year. Rice, however, is a tricky 
crop. Sichuan had evolved its own two-crop culture
rice in summer and wheat or rapeseed in winter. But 
Peking had ordered two rice crops a year. So Sichuan 
tried to meet its quotas. When the climate made that 
impossible, the government had to send grain into this 
onetime surplus province, and the peasants hungered. 

I found Sichuan enjoying change, as a man does 
when handcuffs and leg irons are removed. The new 
reforms were quite simple: the peasants could now de
cide what to plant and when, and whether to sell any 
surplus to state markets or free markets. If they met 
their quotas to the state, the surplus was theirs to eat or 
to sell. The margin is 'still precariously thin-just 
enough for peasants to keep their chins above water. 
Five years ago, only their nostrils were visible. . 

· A quick six-day tour of the province, for an old
timer, is a delight. The small towns throb again, their 
booths full of sweets, cookies, housewares, clothes, tex
tiles, flower pots and flowers. In big cities like 
Chengdu and Chongqing, the huge food markets over
whelm the eye with food that can be bought without 
coupons. Hogs come squealing to market in wheelbar
rows, on tractors, even lashed to the backs of bicycles, 
then reappear in the markets as huge slabs of pink
and-white pork. Peasants bring in their wives' 
squawking chickens, eight to a basket. Down the mar
ket lanes peasants sell geese and ducks; eels from the 
canal ditches; fish from their ponds; fruit; fresh vegeta
bles; herbs, spices, ginger root; delicacies. Canaries are 
for sale again, along with other caged birds, and crick
et boxes. Shoemakers ply their trade; itinerant den
tists, with their foot-paddle drills, have reappeared. 

The markets are real. So is the astonishing good 
health, the ruddy vitality of the people, so different 
from the scrawny peasants I remember 40 years ago. 
The gurgling babies pleasure the eye-no trachoma, 
no scabies, no rickety limbs, no pdtbellies of famine. 

But the eye can deceive. This has been a great year 
in China: a prospective record harvest, record in
comes. Yet peasant prosperity is fragile. Here was Si
chuan in green spring, the wheat turning yellow, soon 
to be golden. But if the rains fell at the wrong time, the 
wheat. would be beaten to the ground and lost, and 
there would be a slim rice crop in the fall. This huge 
province lives on the margin of hunger. 

The "responsibility system" in Sichuan has dem
onstrated that peasants work best when they tend 
their own fields. For Westerners this recognition 
seems equivalent to the rediscovery of the wheel. But 

The oldest 
sprinkler system, 
a strong farmer, 
fertilizes a field 
near city of Cullin 
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, with a crucial difference. The state, via the commune, 
has replaced the old landlord. It owns the fields; the 
peasant rents an allotted share of land; if he meets the 
state's quota (once called the landlord's rent), he keeps 
the rest. This is progress. It is harsh; yet the Great Cul
tural Revolution was far more cruel. 

Days later I visited "a big brigade" in the province 
of Hubei that was beginning to refer to itself, not as a 
brigade but, again, as a cun, a village. The brigade 
chief, a bald-headed veteran Communist, explained 
once more that peasants could now decide on their 
own crops and routines. "Responsibility" made them 
care about the harvest. Then, as an afterthought, he 
added, "It is not only the attention of the farmer that 
helps. He now uses his own organic material, also the 
organic material of the chickens and buffaloes to en
rich his fields." I read very precisely what he meant. 
Now that a peasant is responsible for the land allotted 
to him, he cultivates it like a garden. His excrement, 
pig excrement, chicken droppings are all sumped to
gether with urine, then ladled into buckets. The peas
ant then pours the mixture onto each stalk. Ladling 
the slime onto the seedlings is smelly, unpleasant duty. 
But the slime works; production had been rising for 
three years, and the peasants ate well. 

Finally we came to the population problem. Since 
collectivization in 1958, the brigade's population had 
risen from 1,300 people to 2, 720. So in the reform 
share-out of 1980, the largest plot was four mu (two
thirds of an acre). Too many people, too little land. 

The net impression, after weeks in the country
side: China's farms are on the mend; peasants are eat
ing again; a few arc even getting rich with rows of 
chicken coops, 'private stallS and little carpenter shops. 

' . ' ' ' ~; ·. , 
Industry; JS enjoying a greater 
boom, and to China's planners, it 
is the measure of the country's 
ability to enter the modem 

THE 
POETRY 
OF 
NUMBERS _ world. Chinese industry is the ul

timate challenge to tomorrow's 
system of world trade, and soon

·- -- er or later, America must adjust 
its economy to China's as it tri"ciito adjust to Japan's. 
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Chinese leaders love to talk of industry, rippling 
statistics over their stories as satin merchants used to 
ripple silks over their hands. Probe at a Chinese offi
cial and figures immediately begin to flow: the largest 
cotton industry in the world today, 18 billion sq. yds. 
annually (6.6 billion in the U.S. in 1981); steel produc
tion up from nearly zero 40 years ago to a projected 40 
million metric tons this year (1983 projection for the 
U.S.: 77 million metric tons). Television sets (6 mil
lion), washing machines (2.5 million), refrigerators, a 
precious luxury (only I 00,000) trickling out of new fac
tories. None are yet good enough for export, but wait. 
Already a Shanghai factory ships watches as far away 
as Singapore, of quality to match the Japanese. A new 
multiplex cable factory, rising in Chengdu under 
American direction, will be able in the next few years 
to meet not only the needs of China's missile systems 
but also of the urban complexes, where telephone sys
tems are still primitive. On and on goes the poetry of 
numbers, as planners celebrate the recovery from the 
dreary years of the Great Leap ·Forward and the Cul
tural Revolution. 

The theory of the new responsibility system blan
kets industry too. Industry is "responsible" to make 
what people need and to make a profit. Follow this 
theory, however, down to the assembly lines or the 
rolling mills, as one does, say, in Wuhan, with its fam
ous iron-and-steel works (capacity: 3 million metric 
tons a year). Questions pucker. The national plan does 
not provide enough raw materials to keep this Wuhan 
installation running at full capacity. Later one learns 
that the steel industry has managed to misdirect its ob
jectives, so that 20 million tons of steel lie rusting in 
warehouses. . 

Another question follows-that of "technology 
transfer." The Wuhan works use Japanese and Ger
man mills, and the Chinese have begun to ship steel 
mills of their own design to more backward countries 
in Africa. Still another question occurs as one paces 
the high catwalk above the steaming rolling line. 
What do these people get paid? Sixty Chinese yuan a 
month on the average, less than $8 take home a week 
per worker. Double that to include hardship bonuses, 
medical care, low-cost housing, schools. Call it $20 a 
week with fringe benefits for a Chinese worker. How 
can American steelworkers compete, when their 
wages (plus fringe benefits) run $22 an hour and they 
work with old equipment? . 

Follow the big industrial boom further, to textiles 
and garments. The largest cotton mill in all China sits 
in Chengdu, in Sichuan. It makes a profit producing 
for the China market. Its workers get paid perhaps $25 
a month in take-home pay. The China market absorbs 
all the ftower-pcinted cloth that comes off the print 
mills, but the factory management is under consider
able pressure to pursue Western markets and make 
dollar profits, which are the great prize. Can Ameri
can textile workers possibly compete? Six dollars a 
week against an average North Carolina wage of $250 
a week less deductions? In Shanghai, the net cost of , 
the labor that goes into making a man's suit is $2. New 
York's garment industry-qr Philadelphia's, or Chi
cago's-cannot compete with that. But what share of 
the American market do the Chinese plan to capture? 
And do we wish to hasten or slow the Chinese experi
ment in transition? 

No group could be more sensitive to the chall8es 
required by t,pe transition to an "enterprise" system 
than the six ·old veterans of the Standing Committee. 
Life hurries them on; age presses them. They need · 
new, younger men in the party, in the provinces, in in
dustry. And they must choose their replacements, 
managers, engineers, scientists, now. 

Gleaming rolls of, 
steel at the 
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works, which can 
produce 3 million 
metric tons a year 

HCHINA'S 
INDUSTRY IS 
THE 
ULTIMATE 
CHALLENGE. 
SOONER OR 
LATER, 
AMERICA 
MUST 
ADJUST ITS 
ECONOMY 
TO CHINA'S 
ASITTRIES 
TOADJUST 
TO 
JAPAN'S'' . 

Men herding pigs 
across country 
bridge · 

~ -

39 



Jy a few inches below the crotch. Jiang Qing would 
,ve condemned them all to stoop labor. 

The drive shaft of the rightist threat, however, is 
1t sex but greed. A few Chinese are getting rich. Cap
llism has been permitted tiny openings to start up 
terprises, so some will grow richer. Yet the main 
tme of government remains the dedication of civil 
rvants who must work for almost nothing. And even 
e most dedicated can be lured from devotion by 
eature comforts. So one hears of corruption now sur
cing in the party, street crime growing in the cities, a 
ent threat to the regime. 

HE 
REATEST 
ROBLEM 

Of all the threats, however-the 
corrosion of money and prosper
ity, the corrosion of manners in
vited by the spectacle of bare 
thighs and soap opera on televi-
sion-none is more explosive 
than the unshaped discontent 
that pulses from human nature 

;elf. That threat rises from what is China's over
ilelming, perhaps insoluble, problem, which is sim
y: What do you do when you have too many people? 

China has more than doubled its population in 36 
:ars, from 455 million people to more than 1 billion. 
t1e crunch of people crushes city and country alike. 
1 the cities, housing obsesses talk. Since there is no 
i.vate housing, no rental housing, the party unit de
des, according to rank, pull and number of people in 
e family, who gets how many feet ofliving space. Pe
ng offers most-an average 45 sq. ft. per individual. 
'uhan averages 40, Shanghai less, an incredibly tiny 
I sq. ft. per person (apart from kitchen and commu
cy toilet). But high officials are rewarded with bun
eds of square feet, as are favored foreigners. 

The government recognizes, as does the party, that 
una holds too many people; the figures are grim, in
orable, inescapable. No one knows what can be 
•ne about it. Is it too late? 

The party and government have a policy: to each 
nily one baby, no more. In the large cities, this is 
rely enforceable. If a family has more than two ba
is, some government offices cut the father's salary 
10% or 20%. With the third child, all are declared 
ligible for entrance into the quality schools. After 
: child, patriotic fathers volunteer for vasectomy. 
In the countryside, the government is reduced to 

suasion, propaganda, occasionally coercion. The 
\' "responsibility system," with each peasant gar
•ing his little plot on his own, makes children useful 
in; they grow up to weed, plant, harvest; above all, 
ake care of their parents in old age. Peasants who 
1 begin to prosper do not want just one baby; if the 
baby is a girl, the matter is very serious indeed-

1 go off and get married. Thus, a situation that the 
nese themselves find appalling and the govem-
1t denounces-the killing of infant girls. 
fhe government hopes education can slow popu
n growth; party units meet with a family expect
" second chile and "persuade" the family to end 
pregnancy. But some will not be persuaded. In 
: villages the party requires every woman of child
ing age to appear every two months for a rabbit 
Some women run away from home until it is too 
for an abortion. • r _t. 1 • • .._ ... -. 

.ogic lies on the side of the government; the mun
permit no appeal. But love, a formidable counter
, lies on the side of babies. Even now, China can
eed its newly swollen cities; IS million tons of 
rted grain were needed last year. • - - · 
here is no internal solution for China except pop
n control. And no external solution except an in-
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dustrialization effort that could flood the world's mar
kets. The axis of this second thrust is simple: to employ 
enough of China's surplus population at low enough 
wages to export Chinese manufactures to earn back 
from the rest of the world-above all, from America
the food, the timber, the cotton, the edible oils, the 
meat to keep the people above the starvation line. 

China's population is thus not only China's prob
lem but the world's. And so one moves inescapably to 
China's world view and its sour relations with the U.S. 

THREE 
TROUBLE
SOME 
Ts 

,.. 

The American embassy in Pe
king sums up the Chinese
American confrontation as the 
three Ts: Taiwan, Technology, 
Trade. In each of the three there 
is a different family of interlock-
ing problems; but it is only over 
the issue of Taiwan that they 

could lead to gunpoint confrontation. 
Taiwan involves pride, the nation's sense of itself. 

And in China; after a century and a half of foreign hu
miliations, pride has ulcerated. Chinese are taught a 
modem history that runs from humiliation to humilia
tion, an abused pride that exploded in the Japanese 
war of 1937-45. For the old soldiers who lead the gov
ernment only one thing is lacking to fulfill their young 
dream of liberating all China-the liberation of Tai
wan, and over Taiwan, Chinese passion boils. 

I went to call on one of the old soldiers I had met in 
Yanan days-Peng Zhen, who after my visit was 
elected Chairman of the National People's Congress. 
Burly, bald, still vigorous at 81, he was abused during 
the Cultural Revolution, confined under house arrest, 
rusticated. Now, restored to honor, he is a member of 
the Politburo again, just a notch below the six-man 
Standing Committee. In the Great Hall of the People, 
after he gave me a smiling welcome back, he burst out 
almost with a roar in an opening statement: "This U.S . 
Administration says it want,.China and the U.S. to be 
friends, but, as a matter of fact, we are hostile to each 
other; it says China and Taiwan are both part of the 
sole legitimate government of China, but they treat us 
like equal states. How would you feel if we supported 
California against you? Reagan says Taiwan is an old 
friend. Does he mean that we are an old enemy? He 
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thinks Taiwan is an unsinkable aircraft. carrier, but we 
are 100 times as large. If it comes to war, which air
craft. carrier will sink first?" 

Perhaps because he thought he could speak frank
ly to an old friend, he was lecturing me. He had just 
been lectured by a congressional delegation headed by 
Tip O'Neill and was resentful. 

"For a century and a half all the foreign powers 
except the U.S. invaded China," he thundered. "But 
now you alone are carrying the burden of hate of our 
people for that century and a half. We want to negoti
ate a peaceful reunion with Taiwan but, whatever we 
do, you encourage Taiwan to say no. We offer to let 
Taiwan keep its own troops, maintain its own social 
and cultural contacts abroad, make economic ar
rangements with other countries, but still you encour
age them to say no. If Taiwan does not settle with us 
peacefully, we will settle the problem in any way we 
think necessary.•~ 

Next he turned to the second T, technology. "I 
want to emphasize this point: even if you won't help us, 
it will be impossible to obstruct the flow of technology 
to China." Peng was working himself into a healthy 
anger for, on technology, the muddle of U.S. policy 
baffles Americans as much as the Chinese. The U.S. 
lets India buy sophisticated computers because India 
is considered a "friendly" state, although its air force is 
largely equipped with Soviet MiGs and advised by So
viet technicians. China is denied such shipments be
cause it falls under the official category of "Commu
nist state." The classification of Indira Gandhi's India 
as friendly and China as hostile defies realism. 

Later, his eruption subsiding, he let me push him 
to the Cultural Revolution. He was as indignant about 
those Chinese crimes as he was about America-furi
ous at the treachery of Lin Biao, the bitcheries of Jiang 
Qing, above all at the·erasure of law in China. He was 

· the author of the new constitution, and that was what 
it was all about: law, to govern both party and state. 

It is on the third T-trade-that U.S. and Chinese 
futures may most sharply divide. The bureaucrats who 
direct Chinese foreign trade are the stiffest, most in
tractable, toughest bargainers in the Orient. Since the 
resumption of normal relations, Chinese-American 
trade has boomed to $5 · billion, but the Ministry's 
spokesman fixes on another figure. Of all U.S. imports, 

only 0.65%* comes from China, and America has run ' 
a surplus in trade exchange. I point out that in world 
trade, surpluses do not balance country by country; we 
have had a slight surplus with China, a monstrous def
icit with Japan. Answer: you import only 0.65% from 
China. One points out that the National Academy of 
Engineering has concluded that of America's 2 million 
textile and garment workers, 1.2 million may be put 
out of work in the next decade by imports. Answer: 
you import only 0.65% from China. It is futile to ex
plain that American industry cannot survive in a 
world where the U.S. remains the only free market. 
The fate of American workers does not concern him. 

Behind his obdurate and inflexible answers lies a 
reality one cannot dodge: that the Chinese may have 
finally straightened out their economy. Ifso, the Japa
nese challenge to American jobs will be seen as only 
an opening flare of warning. 

JOURNEY 
THROUGH 
PARADOX 

A journey through China today 
is a journey through paradox. 
But no one can understand the 
paradoxes unless one keeps in 
mind the history behind them. 
The men who dominate China 
were, long ago, students and ide-

. - . alists. They became cruel as they 1 

fought and, as they governed, the logic of Communism 
drove them to further cruelty-until they learned that 
absolute cruelty has its limits in absolute madness. 
What they are doing now is trying to untangle their old 
dreams from the madness those dreams begot. 

The epicenter of the paradox lies in the everlasting 
clash of constraint (unlimited government control) 
with freedom (unlimited license to people). China's 
leadership knows that China cannot go forward with
out huge grants of initiative to its people. But the clash 
begins at the very bottom, in the danwei, the lowest
level building block of the party's control, which de
nies every grace of liberty to its members. · 

You cannot understand China without under
standing the danwel. 

Everyone in Ciilna must belong to a factory, 
neighborhood, peasant or office danwei. The danwei 
controls your life. You introduce yourself on the tele
phone by identifying the danwei to which you belong. 
The neighborhood danwei assigns you to a job; then 
you belong to the factory danwei, which decides when 
you can have a baby and how large an apartment you 
live in. It can also transfer you to a danwel in a distant 
province and your wife to another. And so, up the line, 
to absolute control. 

Since such absolute control did not work, the new 
leadership is trying to transfer more authority to the 
provinces, more autonomy to the cities, more responsi
bility to the peasant villages. But, as reins are let loose, , 
other problems sprint. How does one settle the im
pending dispute between the provinces ofSichuan and 
Hubei over how they will share the electric power 
from the huge dams planned in the throat of the Yang
tze gorges? Or deal with the growing resistance of 
newly autonomous provinces to the army's network of 
farms, arsenals, production plants? What does the new 
peasant "responsibility" imply with its grant of free
dom to let peasants grow their own crops? If too much 
enterprise develops in the countryside, can it be denied 
to city dwellers? Can city youths be denied the right to 
open shops, restaurants, trading booths? 

The contradictions and paradoxes bewilder any
one who tries to 'chart China's future. Chinese have 

• American figures show that goods of Chinese origin totaled 0.9% of 
all U.S. imports. The Chinese do not include in their figures goods 
transshipped through Hong Kong for reexport to the U.S. 
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synthesized insulin, flung satellites into space, made 
nuclear bombs-yet do not supply their villages 
with adequate common matches. Baoshan, the huge 
new steel complex near Shanghai, is a state-of-the
art operation. But steel production requires heavy 
cargo of both coking coal and ore, and the river 
creek on which the Baoshan plant was built could 
not take heavy-laden ships. So iron ore must be 
shipped to the Philippines and then transshipped in 
small boats to Baoshan. 

The paradoxes can be traced in a single two-day 
trip down the Yangtze from Chongqing to Wuhan. In 
Chongqing I visit an electronics plant that makes os
cilloscopes and instruments for testing TV equipment. 
Dust-free and climate-controlled, the plant requires 
visitors to don clean slippers before entering. Inside 
are young women of 20 to 25 making circuit panels. 
They are only three or four years out of the paddy 
fields, but their product is superior. 

Down the Yangtze from Chongqing I see stone 
hackers carving building blocks out of the riverbed 
reefs-labor so uselessly expended when concrete is 
available that it can only be economical if recog
nized as forced labor. Farther down the river, at 
Wanxian, a young woman stevedore, of the same 
age as the oscilloscope workers, bends and stoops; 
all her muscles quiver as she heaves and finally lifts 
two huge buckets of pig livers for the third-class 
passengers. She staggers, makes it, totters up the 
gangplank. She is followed by other young women, 
beasts of burden, staggering under the bales, the 
cartons, the loadings of the vessel. I am pleased to 
watch them revolt, screaming, shaking fists at the 
forewoman who commands them. But next morning 
I am passing through the stark wonder of the gorges 
themselves and come to Gezhou Ba, the great dam 
that is the first to harness the Yangtze since nature 
began melting the snows of the Tibetan highlands to 
carve a passage to the qcean. All of Gezhou Dam, 
its machinery, its turbines, locks and spillways, 
transformers, are of Chinese design and manufac
ture: advanced technology in any country. 

So, all in 48 hours: peasant girls trained to make 
sophisticated oscilloscopes' and circuit boards; forced 
labor cutting hard rock with mallet and chisel; then 
young women, treated as beasts; then the pride of Chi
nese technology. 

The journey raises more questions than answers, 
and the questions plagu_e the Chinese themselves. Why 
are some young women working in dust-free plants 
while others slave at muscle work? Who shall be privi
leged to join at the cutting edge of new enterprise, who 
left behind? How much relief from suffering can the 
Zhongyang give its people now, without stealing_time 
and resources from the China of tomorrow? • · 

THE When I came to China more 
LAST than 40 years ago, I came believ-

ing it was a land whose pride 
STRUGGLE had been erased. But, watching 

,_.,. · the Chinese fight · Japan, I 
learned that pride, personal and 
national, still smoldered. Mao 
brought it to flame. I watched 

him change their thinking to that of eternal "strug-
gle"-better to die than to submit. . 

The Chinese are still Mao's "struggle" people. 
They have "struggled" against the Japanese and hate 
them yet. They have "struggled" against Soviet ideas 
and repudiated them. They have "struggled" against 
the barbarities of their own government and leaders, 
and erased many. Today their struggle is against the 
realities of their own immense dimensions, the crush-

ing limits of their backwardness. Yet some may find it : 
easier to struggle against an outer enemy to restore na- ' 
tional pride. And Americans must recognize that 
pride as they try to avoid the traps that pride may set. 
America and China are locked in a narrow, dangerous 
passage of history. The transition regime in Peking is 
trying to recapture control of events. But in its own 
way, by trying to re-establish some system of law rath
er than seek a liberty that China has never known. To 
impose American standards on their internal struggle 
is irrelevant. . 

So one returns from China, as one first arrived 
there long ago, hopeful yet fearful. Memory recalls 
most sharply not the old China of 1939 but the first 
night of this 1983 visit. --

That first night, when Wang Bingnan offered me 
his banquet of return, another old friend joined us on 
Fragrant Hill-Qiao Guanhua. Qiao and I had been 
friends in our youth, when he was a fiery left-wing 
journalist. Later, as Foreign Minister of China, he and 
Henry Kissinger worked out the landmark "Shanghai 
Communique" of 1972, in which America recognized 
that Taiwan was part of China, but insisted on a 
"peaceful" solution. Qiao Guanhua had gone on with , 
Mao to the end; he was released from house arrest by 1 

the new regime only last year; his wife, suspect because · 
she had been close to Jiang Qing, had been under 
house arrest with him. 

This night Qiao Guanhua would not let himself be 
cornered on his stewardship of Chinese foreign policy 
under Mao; nor on his arrest after Mao's death; nor on 
the Cultural Revolution. I pressed him on what had 
gone wrong in China since our youth and his trium
phant career; he dodge(\. When I finally pressed, deep
ly and hard, on the transition, he elegantly replied, 
"You must remember what Hegel said, that a man 
reaches an understanding of the history of his own 
time step by step-only step by step." . 

Qiao Guanhua was ill when I met him, a scarf 
wrapped. around his throat. He was in the hospital 
when I left. I do not think I will ever see him again. · 
But I remember his words, "step by step." Which is the 
way that both we and the Chinese must go through 
this passage of history No "ultimate solutions" are 
possible, either for the Chinese or ourselves; but "step 
by step" we may get there. ■ 

Passers-by eye 
Mao portrait 
taken down from 
fa~deof 
Peking's Great 
Hall of the People 
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ALTERNA-fE: PRIVATE MEETING, FRIDAY 
APRIL 27_, 9 : 30-11: 00 AM. GREAT HALL , 
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ING, APRIL 25, 7: 00-7: 15 PM PRIOR TO 
S MA L L D : N NE R ) Z H AO' S G I F T C O ',1 L D A L S O 8 E 
PRESENTED AT THE SAME TIME. 

C. HU. PROPOSED TIME: CONCLUSION OF PRIVATE 
MEETING, FRIDAY APRIL 27, 4: 00-5: 00 PM. 
GREAT HALL, ------- ROOM. 
NO ALTERNATE. 

D DENG. PROPOSED TIME: CONCLUSION OF 0 RIVATE 
MEETING, SATURDAY i,PRIL 28 10: 30 ti.M-
12: 00 tJOON. GREAT HALL. FUJIAI\. ROOM. 
NO A, TERN,LTE. 

5. FR:NCIPAL GIFTS - TIME AND PLACE OF FRESENTATION, 
SCHEDULE OPTION II. 

8. 

C. 

D. 

LI. PROPOSED TIME: SAME AS OPTION I. 
AL-ERNATE: SAME AS OPTION I. 

Zf--JAO. '°ROPOSED TIME: SAME .AS OFTION I. (NOTE: 
MEETING BEGINS AT SAME TIME AS IN OPTION 
I, BUT LASTS ONE-HALF ,-.OUR LGr✓ GER. 

ALTERNATE: SAME AS OPTION I. 
SECOND AL7ERNATE: SAME AS OPTION I. 

HU. PROPOSED T;ME: CONCLUSION OF PRIVATE 
MEETING. SATURDAY /,PRIL 28, 9: 00-10: 30 

DENG. 

AM. GREAT HALL, ------ "lOOM. M 
NO AL TERNA TE. 
PROPOSED 
MEETING, 
l 2: 3 0 PM. 

TIME: CONCLUSION OF PRIVATE 
SATURDAY APR I L 2 8 , 1 1 : 0 0 AM-

GR EAT HALL, ROOM. 
NO AL TERNA.TE. 

5. MRS. REAGAN'S GIFTS. 
A. EMBASSY CONTROL OFFICER F R MRS. REAGAN BE

LIEVES SHE WILL BE ACCOMPANIED BY A HIGH 
RANKING CHINESE HOSTESS ON HER SEPARATE 
ACTIVITIES. THIS MAY BE ONE PERSON THROUGH
OUT THE VISIT, ONE PERSON THROUGHOUT THE 
BEIJING STAY, OR PERHAPS TWO DIFFERENT PEOPLE 
FOR DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE BEIJING STAY. 
MRS. REAGAN SHOULD BE PREPARED TO GIVE ATTRAC
TIVE GIFTS OF MODERATE VALUE TO AT LEAST TWO, 
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POSS I 8 L Y THREE, HOSTESS / GU I DES. AS MRS. 
REAGAN'S SCHEDULE CLARIFIES, WE WILL FOLLOW 
UP ON NUMBER AND fDENTITIES OF HOSTESS/GUIDES 
WHO SHOULD RECEIVE GIFTS. 

B . MR S. R E A GAN' S T E N T A T I VE S CH E DU L E I NC L U D E S A 
VISIT TO THE CHINA WOMEN'S FEDERATION FRIDAY 
APRIL 27 IN THE AFTERNOON. HER HOSTESS WILL 
BE THE FEDERATION'S CHAIRWOMAN, KANG KEDING 

(WIDOW OF ~~ARSHAL ZHU DE (CHU TEH)). AN 
ATTRACTIVE HOSTESS GIFT OF VERY MODERATE VALUE 
WOULD BE APPROPRIATE. 

C. TENTATIVE SCHEDULE ALSO INCLUDES A VISIT TO A 
KINDERGARTEN RUN BY A NEIGHBORHOOD COMMITTEE 
ON SATURDAY APRIL 28 IN THE MORNING. A MOD
ERATE GIFT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE, PERHAPS SOME
THING WHICH WOULD BENEFIT THE CHILDREN. 

7, HOST GIFTS - SCHEDULE OPTIONS I AND II. 

BT 

A. UNDER SCHEDULE OPTION I, LI OIANGWEI. GOVERNOR 
OF XI' AN, HOST AT OFFICIAL BANQUET, SUNDAY 
APRIL 29, 1: 1_5-2: 15 PM. 

B. UNDER SCHEDULE OPTION II, POSSIBLE HOST GIFT 
TO OFFICIAL ~UIDE FOR THE PALACE MUSEUM VISIT, 
SUNDAY APRIL 29 IN THE MORNING. THE QUESTION 
OF WHO WILL GUIDE THE OFFICIAL PARTY HAS NOT 
BEEN SETTLED YET, BUT EITHER A HIGH CULTURAL 
OFFICIAL DR A SENIOR CURATOR IS A POSSIBILITY. 
A MODERATE HOST GIFT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE. 

,·.: 

PSN: 020308 
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~ITED OFFICIAL USLJSECTION 03 OF 07 
DEPT FUR S.'CPR. CHRIS HATHAWAY; A/EX, 

BEIJING 03558 
JEANNIE BULL; 

HENl", EL, JAMES 
MCNEAL 

WHITEHOUSE FOR MICHAEL MCMANUS, BILL 
ROSEBUSH; SHANGHAI FOR GIFTS OFFICER 
E . 0. 12356: N/A 
T A GS : 0 V I P (R E .t- G AN, R ON AL D ) 
SUBJ: PRESIDENTIAL VISIT TO CHINA - GIFTS 

8. HOST GIFTS - SCriEDULE END OPTIONS. 
A, HOST SHANGHAI FCXBORO COMPANX VISIT 

APR I L 3 0 , 1 2: 5 5 - 1 : 3 5 PM. 
MONDAY 

8 , PRESIDENT. FUDAN UNIVERSITY . VISIT MONDAY APRIL 
3 0 , 3 : 0 5 - 4 : 4 5 PM. 

C. WANG DAOHAN. MAYOR OF SHANGHAI AND HOST OF 
0"'FICIAL 6/INOUET , ,A□NDAY APRIL 30, 7: 00-8: 30 
PM, SHANGHAI EXHIBITION HALL . HE LEVEL OF 
THIS GIFT SHOULD BE GREATER THAN THE /IV ER AGE 
HOST GIFT BUT BELOW THAT OF THE PRI~CIPAL GIFTS. 

C. HOST . RAIN30W BRIDGE TO WN S~IP VISIT, TUESD AY 
MAY l, S: 15-10: 15 AM. NOTE: THIS VISIT IN
CLUDES STOPS AT A Cr<ILD C/IRE CENTER, A r.INDER
GARTEN , CROP VIEWING. AND A PRIVATE RESIDENCE. 
THROW AWA Y GIFTS SHOULD BE AVA ILABLE FOR EACH 
STOP. 

9 . COUNTERPART GIFTS. THE FOLLOWING IS A LIST OF 
THE MAJOR. HIGH LEVEL cou~~ERPART PEL AT IONSHIPS 
WHICH ShOULD BE RE~OGNIZED BY PRE-PLANNED GIFTS. 
THE FIRST, SECRETARY SHULTZ TO FOREIGN MINISTER WU 
SHOULD BE AN AlTRACTIVE GIFT OF MODERATE VALUE. 
THE REST SHOULD BE SOME NICE TOKEN, SUCH AS A GOOD 
QUALITY PEN AND PENCIL SET. BELOW THIS LEVEL. 
OTHEP COUNTERPART GIFTS CAN DEFINITELY COME FROM 
NORM AL THROWAWAY STOCKS WITHOUT PRIOR PL ANNING. 
GIFTS SHOULD BE GIVEN DISCRETELY IN PRIVATE OR SEMI
PRIVATE. 

A. TO FOREIGN MINISTER WU XUEOIAN FR OM SECRE
T ARY SHULTZ. 

8. TO ASSISTANT FOREIGN MINISTER ZHU OIZHEN 
FROM MR. HENKEL/MR. DEAVER. 

C. TO ACTING CHIEF OF PROTOCOL CAO YUANXIN 
FROM r REMER / BULL. 
TO MFA DEPARTMENT OF AMERICAN AND OCEANIC 
AFFAIRS DEPUTY DIRECTOR ZHANG WENPU FROM 
SI GUE I RA. 

E. TO MFA INFORMATION DEPARTMENT COUNSELLOR 
SHI CHENGXUN FROM BAKALEY. 
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F. TO MINISTRY OF PUBLIC SECURITY DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR CHEN ZHONGYI FROM DEPROSPERO. 

G. TO DIRECTOR OF gEIJING HOSPITAL DR. ZHOU 
GUANGYU FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DOCTOR. 

H. TO GENERAL ADMINISTRATION OF TELECOMMUNI
CATION DIVISION CHIEF ZHANG CHONGYI FROM 
LTC. BRUCE GORDON. 

I. TO GUO LIANGKUAN, DEPUTY DIRECTOR, DISPATCH 
OFFICE, GENERAL ADMINISTRATION OF CIVIL 
AVIATION OF CHINA (CAACl FROM COL. LUBACH. 

J. TO DIAOYUTAI GUEST HOUSE DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
LI MAOL AI FROM AHEARN. 

K. TO GENERAL COMPANY OF HOTEL SERVICES 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR BIAN KUIXING FROM AHEARN. 

10. GIFT GIVING SCHEDULE - DAY AND TIME. 
THURSDAY APRIL 26: 

3: 15-3: 45 PM - PRINCIPAL GIFT TO PRESIDENT LI 
GREAT HALL, HEBEI ROOM 

(SCHEDULE OPTION II SAMEI 
FRIDAY APRIL 27: . 

BT 

2: 30-3: 30 PM - PRINCIPAL GIFT TO PREMIER ZHAO 
GREAT HALL, --':--- ROOM 

ClffiftBENHAt~ 

PSN: 020312 
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.C.-0 r..J F I g E DI I I A ~ //'ti l{t..4 /1 L 
hIMITEo oFFICIAL~sEcTION 04 oF 07 
~FORS/CPR, HRIS HATHAWAY; A/EX. 

BEIJING 03558 
JE,\NNIE BULL; 

HENKEL. JAMES 
MCNEAL 

WHITEHOUSE FOR MICHAEL MCMANUS, BILL 
ROSEBUSH: SHANGHAI FOR GIFTS OFFICER 
E. 0. 12356: N/A 
T A GS: 0 V I P (R E A G A N, R ON A L D ) 
SUBJ: PRESIDENTIAL VISIT TO CHINA - GIFTS 

(SCHEDULE CP TI ON I I SAME) 
4: 00-5: 00 FM - FRINCIPAL GIFT TO SECRETARY 
GREAT HALL, ROOM 

!SCHEDULE OPTION II: M 
SATURDAY APRIL 28, 
9: 0 0 - 1 0: 3 0 AM) 
AFTERNOON 
Ci-'INA WOMEN'S FEDER
ATION HEADOUARTERS 

SATURDAY APRIL 28: 
-P" ~~ORNI NG 

i"INDERGARTEN VISIT 

MRS. REAGAN HOST GIFT TO 
MME !",ANG KEDING, CHAIR
WOMAN OF WOMEN'S FEDERA
TION (AND WI DOW OF ZHU DE) 

MRS. REAGAN Hos- GIFT TO 
NEIGHBORHOOD COMMITTEE 
l".INDERGARTEN 

10: 30 AM - 12: 00 NOON PRINCIPAL GIFT TO CHAIRMAN 
GREAT HALL, FUJIAN 
ROOM 

( 0 UL E OPT I ON I I: 
SATURDAY APRIL 28, 
11:00 AM - 12:30 PM) 

SUNDt..Y A?RIL 29: 
MORNING 

(SCHEDULE OPTION II) 
9: 15-10: 15 AM 

7: 00-8: 30 PM 

TIME UNDETERMINED 

11 GIFT GIVING SCHEDULE -
A. THE PRESIDENT AND 

11) PRESIDENT HI 

DENG 

HOST GIFT TO OFFICIAL GUIDE 
FG VAST 3 1: 

HOST GIFT TO HOST FOR 
RAI FOW BRIDGE TOWNSHIP 
VISIT. 
ALSO THROWAWAY GIFTS FOR 
CHILD CARE CENTER STOP, 
I". I NDERGARTEN STOP, Cr'<OP 
FIELD STOP, ANC PRIVATE 
RESIDENCE STOP. 
HOST GIFT TO WANG DAOHAN, 
MAJ OR OF SHANGHAI, HOST 
OF OFFICIAL BANQUET. 
OFFICIAL HOSTESS/GUIDES 

(1, 2 OR 3 GIFTS) 
BY DONOR 
MRS. RE AGAN 

PRINCIPAL GIFT 
THURSDAY APRIL 26 

C-o-NFIDENTIAL 
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3: 15-3: 45 PM 
(OPT I DN I I: SAME) 

PREMIER ZHAO PRINCIPAL GIFT 
FRIDAY APRIL 27 
2: 30-3: 30 PM 
(OPTION II: 'AME) 

GREAT HALL, RDDM 
SECRETARY PRINCIPAL GIFT 
GENERAL HU FRIDAY APRIL 27 

4: 00-5: 00 PM 
!OPTION II: SATURDAY 

APRIL 28, 9: 00-10: 30 AM) 

PSN: 0203!6 
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~~_TiD:OFFICI AL '1.!SUSECTION 05 OF 07 BE I JING 03558 
Di:. 0 S/ CPR , CHRIS HATH AW AY ; A/ E X, J y 45XO y X 
CHAEL MCMANUS, BILL HENKEL , J AMES 
ROSEBUSH ; SH ANGHAI FOR GIFTS OF F ICER MCNEAL 
E. 0. 12356 : N/A 
TAGS: 
SUBJ: 

B . 

OVIP (RE AGAN, RONALD) 
FRES~DGNTIAL VISIT TO CHINA - GIFTS 

GREAT HALL, ROOM 
~I CHAIRMAN DENG PRINCIPAL GIFT 

S ATJRDAY APRIL 28 

(5 ) 

(6 1 

(7 ) 

(8 : 

0 I 

(I 0) 

MRS . 
(1 I 
(2 1 
(3 ) 

OFFICI AL GUIDE 
FA L A :::E fAU SE UM 

'SC HE DU LE OP-
TIO N I I ) 
LI O:i:/sNGWEI 
GOVE:RNOR OF 
X I. AN 

'SCHEDULE OP-
TION I) 
!-<OST 
SHANGHAI FOX-
60RO co. 
PR E S I '.JE NT , 
FUD AN UNI V. 

V, A. NG !J l\ OH AN 
MAY OR OF 
SH ANGHAI 

hOST 
R A INBOW BRIDGE 
TOWNSHIP 

REAGAN ALONE 

1 0 : 3 C - I 2: 0 0 NOON 
(OPTION I I: St.TURDA Y 

APRIL 28 , I: 00- 1 2: 30 PM) 
GRE AT HALL . FU-'I AN POO~~ 
HOST GIFT 
SJ :-..JD AY AP RI L 29 , MORNING 
PA L ACE MUSEU M VISIT 

hOST GIFT 
S UNDAY APRIL 29 
I: 15-2: 15 PM 
HOST OF OFFICIAL B~ NOUET, 
XI . AN 
HOST GIFT 
MO NDAY APRIL 30 
12 : 5::-1 : 35 PM 
r-< OST GIFT 
MONDAY ,\ P R IL 30 
3 05 - 4 : 45 PM 
F UDAN UNI VERSITY VISIT 
HOST GIFT 
MOND AY .t, PRIL 30 
7 : 00-8 : 30 PM 
HOST OF OFFICIAL BANOUET, 
SH t, NGHAI 
HOST GIFT 
TUESDAY MAY l 

9: 15-10: 15 AM 
RAINBOW BRIDGE TOWNSHIP 
VISIT 

OFFICI AL HOST- HOST GIFTS 
ESS / GUI DES TIMES AND E XA CT NUMBER 

UNDETE R MI NED. SHOULD BE 
PRE PA RED FOR AT LEAST 
T WO POSSIBL Y THREE SUC H 
GIFTS . 

ctmF I DENtrAI -

5YR EHOUSE FOR MI 
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HOST GIFT 

C. 
/ 

BT 

(4) MME. KANG 
KEOING, 
CHAIRWOMAN, 
WOMEN' S FED
ERATION 

FRIDAY APRIL 27 
AFTERNOON 

(5) HOSTESS 
KINDERGARTEN 

HOST GIFT 
SATURDAY APRIL 28 
MORNING 
NEIGHBORHOOD COMMITTEE 
KINLESGARTEN 

COUNTERPART GIFTS 
(!) SECRETARY SHULTZ TO FOREIGN MINISTER 

WU XUEOIAN 
(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

MR HENKEL/MR DEAVER TO ASSISTANT 
FOREIGN MINISTER ZHU OIZHEN 

KREMER/BULL TO ACTING CHIEF OF PROTO
COL CAO YUANXIN 
SIGUEIRA TO DEPUTY DIRECTOR ZHANG 
WENPU (MFA DEPARTMENT OF AMERICAN 
AND OCEANIC AFFAIRS) 
BAKALEY TO COUNSELLOR SHI CHENGXUN 

(MFA INFORMATION DEPARTMENT) 

PSN: 020328 
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~ F I D E ~• T I /4 [ GTED OFFICIAL U~SECTION 06 OF 07 BEIJING 03558 
FUR S7CPR, CR S HATHAWAY; A/EX, JEANNIE BULL; 

WHITEHOUSE FOR MICHAEL MCMANUS, BILL HENK.EL, JAMES 
ROSEBUSH; SHANGHAI FOR GIFTS OFFICER MCNEAL 
E. 0. 12356: N/A 
T .-'< GS : 0 V I P (R E .c, GAN, R ON AL D ) 
SUBJ: PRESIDENTIAL VISIT TO CHINA - GIFTS 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) THE PRESIDEI--JT' S :JOCTOR TO DR. ZHOU 
GUANGYU (DIRECTOR OF EEIJING HOSPITAL) 

(7) LTC BRUCE GORDON TO DIVISION CHIEF 
ZHANG CHONGYI ~ENERAL ADMINISTRATION 
OF TELECOMMUNICATION) 

(8) COLONEL LUBACH TO DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
GUO l.I-'<NG~·UAN (DISPATCH OFFICE, GENERAL 
ADMINISTRATION o~ CIVIL AVIATION OF 
CHINA XC/.;AC)) 

~I AHEARN TO OEPUVY DIRECTOR LI MAOLAI 
(D I A O YU TA I GU E ST :--1 0 I.JS E ) 

(101 .C,HE/sRN TO :JEPUTY DIREC NR BIAN l'U XHN 

SECRETARY GENERAL 
H;J Y .'.,OB ANG 

s 

~•,ME. r,/0 .NG i"cOING 

HOST, NEIGHBORHOOD 
COMMITTEE KINDER
G./\RTEN 

FRIDAY APRIL 27 
2: 30-3: 30 PM 
PRINCIPAL GIFT 
FRIDAY PRIL 27 
4: 00-5: 00 PM 

(OPT I ON I I: 
SATURDAY APRIL 28 
9: 00-10: 30 AM) 
HOST GIFT ~ROM MRS. 
REJ\GAN 
FRIDAY APRIL 27 
AFTERNOON 
HOST GIFT FROM MRS. 
REAGAN 
SATURDAY APRIL 28 
~.mRNING 

E : IF T 

16) CHAIR~~AN DENG PRINCIPAL GIFT 
SATURDAY APRIL 28 
10:30 AM - 12:00 NOON 

(7) 

(8) 

OFFICIAL GUIDE 
P A L A CE MU S E U M 

LI OIANGWEI 
MAYOR OF XI' AN 

(OPT I ON I I: 
SATURDAY APRIL 28 
11: 00 AM - 12: 30 PM) 
HOST GIFT (OPTION II) 
SUNDAY APRIL 29 
MORNING 
HOST GIFT (OPTION II 
SUNDAY APRIL 29 
I: 15-2: 15 PM 

-6 ON F J Bt-N 1-1__,A tr----
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HOST, SHANGHAI 
FOXBORO co. 

MME. XIE XIOE 
PRESIDENT, FUDAN 
UNIVERSITY 
f--iOST 
RAINBOW BRIDGE TOWN-
SHIP 
OFFICIAL HOSTESS / 
GU I DES 

WU XUEOIAN 
FOREIGN MINISTER 

DTG: 0606342 MAR 84 

HOST GIFT 
MONDAY APRI L 30 
12: 55-1: 35 PM 
HOST GIFT 
MONDAY APRI L 3U 
3: 05-4: 45 PM 
HOST GIFT 
TUESDAY MAY I 
9: 15- 10: 15 AM 
HOST GIFTS FROM 
MRS. REAGAN 

COUNTERPART GIFT 
FROM SECRETARY 
SHULTZ 

CO'NF I DENT I AL-.. 

• I 

PSN: 02 032 3 
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. 0. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: 
SUBJ: 

OVIP (REAGAN. ".RON<\LDl 
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(! 6 J 

(I 7 J 

(18) 

11 9) 

(2 0) 

(2 I J 

12 2) 

ZHU OIZHEN 
ASSISTANT =ORE!GN 
MIN:STER 
CAO YUANXIN 
ACTING CHIEF OF 
PROTOCOL 
ZHANG V/ENPU 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
MFA DEPARTMENT OF 
AMERICAN AND CEANIC 
AFFAIRS 
SH: CHEt-JGXUf\: 
COUNSELLOR 
MFA INFORMATION DEPT. 
CHEN ZHONGYI 
DEPuT~ D:RECTOR 
MINISTRY OF PUBLIC 
SECURITY 
DR ZHOt..: GU,\NGYU 
DIRECTOR, 9EIJING 
rlCSPITAL 
ZH/ING CHONGYI 
DIVISION c,-,IEF 

COUNT•ER::>ART GIFT 
FROM MR DE<\VER/ 
MR. HE Ne EL 
COUNTER?ART GIFT 
FROM f REMER BULL 

COt..:NTERD/oRT GIFT 
FROM SIG:.JEIRA 

COUNTER::>LIRT GIF
F P O~A 8 A.I' ALEY 

COUNTER"'ART GIFT 
FROM DE::OPCSPERO 

COLNTER"'",RT GIFT 
~ROW TrlE ~RESI~ENT' S 
DOCTOR 
COUN"CERPART GIFT 
FROM L TC. BRUCE 

GE"NERAL 
TI ON OF 
TION 

ADMINISTRA- GORDON 
TEl_EC □,~MUNICA-

(23) GUO LIANGKUAN COU~-JTER?ART GIFT 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR FROM COLONEL LUBACH 
DISPATCH- OFFICE 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 
OF CIVIL A.VIAITON OF 
CHINA 

(24) LI MAOLAI COUNTERPART GIFT 

12 5) 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
DIAOYUTAI GUEST HOUSE 
BIAN KUIXING 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR GEN
ERAL, COMPANY OF 
HOTEL SERVICES 

FROM AHEARN 

COUNTER?ART GIFT 
FROM AHEARN 
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13 . AMCONSUL SHANGHAI GIFTS OFFICER REPORTS THAT 
MRS, REAGAN WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY HAVE AN ACTIVE 
SEPARATE SCHEDULE IN SHANGHAI AND WILL NEED AS MANY 
AS FOUR OR FI VE HOST GIFTS . HE WILL FURNISH MORE 
DEFINITE INFORMATION DIRECTLY AS HER SHANGHAI SCHED-
ULE CLARIFIES. . 
HUMMEL 
BT 
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a-US ties as 
viral to Asia peace 
Success for China's _new long march toward a prosperous 
and more open society depends partly on ·mature and· 
sympathetic ties to the West, chiefly the United States · 

By Takashi Oka 
Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

.. - .• Peking 
/ ,-...>- !NO-AMERICAN relations have come of age. 

, Twelve years after Richard Nixon's first visit to 
-:-, l Peking, and fowr years alter Deng luao-
'-..J umphal tol!ti,of ,th~.J l pi~d- S~tes,. the es_l
Mn~p"ls~ :n~~1?Y.3f_!N J 

:!{B'siaesnive i sober .!li>},ieciation ofthe fun .; 
=iuY~!>ltliisii,Tuliooship Ul'!'!@ju]O!!'Jllid 

'1iltilfmid.:They7rnow the1hirigslliat unite them as 
well •. as "il-ie- nature and limits of their continuing 
disagreements. . 

''Promotion of Sino-United States friendship is the com
mon desire of the two peoples and thus has deep roots," 
State Councilor Ji Pengfei wrote recently in the fortnightly 
magazine World Affairs. . 

"It is also in the interest of peace and stability in Asia 
and the rest of the world.'' 

Mr. Ji, a former vice-premier and foreign minister, is the 
Communist Party's top official in the foreign affairs field. 

His sentiments will probably be echoed by Chairman · 
Deng, General Secretary Hu Yaobang, and Premier Zhao 
Ziyang when Ronald Reagan sits down one by one with the 
Chinese leadershi during his April visit to Peking. 

~~iffielltti.es !; 

- From this viewpoint, Peking is well satisfied with Mr. 
Zhao's visit. The purpose was not to reach n~w under

. standings and agreements but, in the words of one Western 
diplomat, to "fill in the framework already established." 

President Reagan's visit in April will have much the 
same purpose. Of course, it is bound to be a news media 
event. From the standpoint of domestic American politics, 
it will spotlight one of the few genuine foreign policy 
successes of the Reagan administration and will enable Re
publican candidate Ronald Reagan to look presidential 
while his Democratic opponents squabble with each other 
in their struggle to win the nomination of their party. 

The Chinese know this. They know the importance of 
Mr. Reagan's visit at the start of his reelection campaign, 
and they will not try to score Brownie points off him. 

"We know President Reagan cannot say anything very 
• different about Taiwan from what he has been saying in 

_k 1:./,,./:•t:.-L,.2\.'..i. t.::.J.11 .... .:~,J.,;x.-... .:...:,.·;,t:~.fa~8·";,,, . ..;(f ~i~ 
The Great Wall is a reminder of China's longstandi~~-~orfeln ~ 

.. .. -~;:2L~~? :c,.t:;r;:;:·,~t\;:g:;~:,~--: . ··"· ~ ~:~· . 
. ,; .. ~·•;:;,; ~ , ,·_·,·.~:°(··,•:.~- •,•.· 
,,. :··it·-:·,, ~);.._:~-:. ·, -.·· ... 

»'". • -:1~ ... ~; .. ,:.--, . 

_ es 1&.L . , •. ~rm.a - _ , }. 
utse, wan;'imh "'Wliich~-&mg:~ttiPl~OOiffcation. •· 

~&f?fflloii-f! MM!!~!i~s-t:o ~~~f 
e =•se leade,s are well aware of President 

Reagan's feelings toward Taiwan. He has acknowledged 
the · various communiques signed by his predecessors, 
whereby the US recognizes but one China, the People's Re
public, and also recognizes that Taiwan is a part of China . . 
But the President continues to express friendship for "the 
people in Taiwan". and says he is not about to abandon an 
old friend (Taiwan) to make a new one (Peking). 

At the same time, the framework for- containing the Chi
nese-American disagreement over Taiwan has been care-
L .11 ... ----~1-- ..3 ___ ..._ _ __ -1 • . , •• • • • · • - • • • 
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.'he Chinese leaders will be trank about the "difficulties 
obstacles" Mr. Ji cites. The principal obstacle is, of 

rse, Taiwan, with which Peking seeks reunification 
le Washington continues to ·give Taiwan the means to 
md itself militarily. · 
'he Chinese leaders are well aware of President 
gan's feelings toward Taiwan. He has acknowledged 
various communiques signed by his predecessors, 

:reby the US recognizes but one Chin·a, the People's Re
iic, and also recognizes that Taiwan is a part of China . . 
the President continues to express friendship for "the 

,i:e in Taiwan". and says he is not about to abandon an 
friend !Taiwan) to make a new one (Peking). . 
~'tTuesame time; tlielranfew6Mor~...m1the0li-j 
~-Ameiican. disagreement over_j'aFwaniiasi,__ee!!. care_-... 
y worfo~d out-and ts emb di onl in the Shan hal 
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~- l"L, 1'982 .... on Am.erican arms sales to Taiwan. : 
,' his last agreement, reached after protract.ea, oifficult 
oLintions, is n-ended b rovides for the gradual : 
iinuWm of su e 
eprelUhat: 
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rhis was the main thrust of Premier Zhao's very suc
sful visit to the US in January. He did not sidestep the 
.wan problem but never highlighted it. 
1:lis purpose, as a Chinese source. expressed it, was not 
change American views on Taiwan. Rather it was to 
n American understanding for what China is trying to 
1ieve in the way of modernization and economic grO\yth, 
reaffirm China's open-door policy toward cooperation 
.h Western countries, and to convey a sense of confi-.. 
1ce in China's political stability and in its ability JP • 
ch the goals it has set. ~, 
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the past," says a Chinese source well qualified in the for
eign policy field. 

Rather, the Chinese see the visit as symbolizing a kind 
of maturity in Chinese-American relations. This is · no 
longer the season for Mr. Deng to be photographed wear
ing a cowboy hat in Texas, but rather for Mr. Zhao to be 
probing the secrets of California's Silicon Valley. 

The Chinese leadership is reliably reported to be ex• 
tremely interested in futurologist Alvin Toffler's work 
"The Third Wave." They see that in the 1960s and early 
'70s, when newly industrializing countries like South Ko
rea and Taiwan successfully caught and rode the wave of 
world economic growth, China, mired in the trauma of the 
Cultural Revolution, missed the wave. 

They seem to be convinced that the Western world is 
about to experience a new industrial revolution, and this 
time they want to position their country so it can catch and 
ride this new wave. Otherwise, they fear, China will fall 
even further behind the industrialized countries of the 
West than it is today. 

T hey note with envy that Taiwan, for instance, no 
longer relies on textiles as its principal export item, but 
rather on a whole array of sophisticated components for 
the electronics and computer industries. All this is a far cry 
from classical Marxism's claim that the capitalist world is 
bound to sink under the weight of its own contradictions. 

. .. ,, I I • . , .. , , • • .• ' t 
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Secretary Hu. It warns equally of "rightism," 
thinking vulnerable to the "sugarcoated bul · 
lets" of bourgeois liberalism. . · 

Every year that passes since the death of 
Mao Tse-tung and the overthrow of the "gang 
of four" headed by his widow Jiang Qing helps 
to solidify the rule of the present pragmatic 
leadership headed by Deng Xiaoping. More 
than seven years have gone by since Mao's 
passing and more than five years since the 
Deng line triumphed at the third plenum of the 

.Central Committee in December 1978. · 
But the leadership must remain vigilant, 

knowing how ofoon China's political line has 
changed in the past and conscious that the Chi
nese people are asking the same questions 
about the stability and permanence . of the 
present line as do foreign businessmen and 
politicians. 

A few months ago the leadership raised a 
hue and cry about mental pollution - a dilution 
of Communist values by borgeois liberal think· 
ing imported .from the West. Now it is once 

.... , 

again emphasizing rectification - a rejuvena· · :lc: 1 ,, 
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Meanwhile, the Soviet Union remains a for· Putting a gold edge o 
. N HINESE propaganda does hold high the banner · midable foe and threat to China's security. . . . *" 

I of "scientific socialism," and in political and so- China's leaders emphasize they pursue an ~-- · ·'" " 
l 1 

' .., cial terms China remains a rigidly authoritarian, independent foreign policy and seek better relations. with on the Sir 
'-./ paternalistic, bureaucratic, CoJlllDunist state. As both the US and the Soviet Union. In his World Affairs ar· Chines 

regards the economy, the Chinese leadership comes close ticle, Mr. Ji spoke of the "traditional friendship between thefirstr, 
to recognizing that, within the. framework of overall control the Chinese and Soviet peoples" and said it was "China's Two-w 
by the Communist party, "scientific socialism" is what- consistent stand that the two countries should normalize lion. Mos 
ever works. their relations on the basis of the five principles of peaceful factories 

True, industrial innovation and economic experimenta- coexistence.'.' · . May, So, 
tion are often hobbled by the political and social con- This week China and the Soviet Union are holding the · here to d 
straint.s of the Confucian-Communist state and society fourth round of talks aimed at improving their relations. mats here 
that China is today. The leadership warns of .the dangers of Mr. Ji said he hoped for "substantive progress" in remov- Chinese-! 
ultraleftism, meaning in economic terms, conservative ing three obstacles to better relations often cited by Peking: sions lon, 
Marxist thinking opposed to the innovation associated Soviet troops in Afghanistan, Soviet support for Vietnam's the Sovi1 
with people such as Premier Zhao or General I occupation of Kampuchea, and the Soviet military buildup about re1 
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on the Sino-Soviet border and in Mongolia. . . 
· Chinese-Soviet relations have gradually improved since 
the first round of talks was held here in October 1982. 

Two-way trade thi's year is expected to reach $1.2 bil
lion. Moscow has offered to help modernize some Chinese 
factories originally built with Soviet equipment, and in 
May, Soviet Deputy Premier Ivan Arkhipov is expected 
here to discuss the offer in greater detail. Western diplo· 
mats here point out that it is in Washington's interest that 
Chinese-Soviet relations should be stabilized, that the ten· 
sions long prevailing along the frontier between China and 
the Soviet ·Union should be eased. Peking is not talking 
about renewing its alliance of the 1950s with Moscow, nor 
even about normalizing party-to-party relations. 

LI 
HE five principles of peaceful coexistence that 
Mr. Ji talks about were originally formulated by 

. Indian Premier Jawaharlal Nehru and Chinese 
Premier Chou En-lai. They are the basis for Chi- · 

na's relations with its noncommunist neighbors, and the 
fact that they are invoked in connection with Chinese-So
viet relations shows how determined Peking is that there 
be nothing special about its ties with Moscow even after 
relations are normalized. 

China's leaders emphasize that an independent foreign 
policy does·not mean an equidistant policy toward Moscow 

·and Washington. They vigorously criticize US policy in 
places like the Middle East, South Africa, or Central 

· America, just as they do Soviet actions in Afghanistan or 
· Kampuchea. . . 

But as . a Chinese source recently said, "From our . 
viewpoint, it is Soviet military and political actions around 
our borders that threatens China; In this sense, our· rela
tionship with the Soviet Union is not a friendly one." 

In Chinese-American relations, the same source noted, 
there was ~o security threat to China posed by the US and 
the only real obstacle to better relations was Taiwan, 
."which is a problem left over from history." · 

Moscow may help China to modernize a few of its fac·. 
tories. This is ·.a drop in the bucket compared with the tech· 
nological and industrial cooperation the West as a whole, 
and especially the US, can provide China in its drive to 
achieve economic modernization. China has more than 
10,000 students in the US alone - most of them in science 
and technology. China's leaders have already made their 
choice as to how they are to achieve modernization, and for 
all their attempts to stem the ideological and social side
effects of their opening to the West, they insist that the 
door, once opened, is not going to be closed agaµi. 

Whether Toffler's prophecy about the Third Wave is or 
is not fulfilled, China's billion people and their leaders face 
a huge and daunting task. : 
· In the long run, the most significant aspect of the Chi
nese-American relationship will not be actions and atti · 
tudes toward the Soviet security threat, but tne way in 
which the Chinese arid American peoples interact in the 
course of China's new long march toward economic mod
ernization and a more abundant and at least somewhat 
more open society. 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 2295 

WASHINGTON 

INFORMATION March 22, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 

The Book, "My China Years" by Edgar Snow's Wife, 
Helen Foster Snow 

This book, just published and sent to you by the author, is not 
something~ would recommend you read. It does have some anecdotal 
commentary on the history of the time, but there are much better 
things to read by better authors. I will be forwarding you some 
recommended material on China over the next few weeks. However, 
the book is probably worth retaining in your library. 

cc Vice President 
(w/o book) 



2295 
MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION March 22, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 

FROM: DAVID LAU~ 

SUBJECT: The Book, "My China Years" by Edgar Snow's Wife, 
Helen Foster Snow - Sent to the President 

Attached is a short memo from you to the President, containing 
Gaston and my assessment of Helen Snow's book. 

Gastonj~igur concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the memo to the President at Tab I. 

Approve Disapprove 

Attachment: 

Tab I Memo to the President 
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