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TO: 

□ YOU WERE CALLED BY- □ YOU WEA VISITED BY-

/&d0 ~ 
OF (Organfzatlon) 

□ PL ASE PHONE ► FT_ □ AUTOVON 

: O'u~\ 
□ WILL CALL AGAIN '-- 0-1s WAITING TO SEE YOU 

□ RETURNED YOUR CALL □ WISHES AN APPOINTMENT 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 23, 1987 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRITZ ERMARTH 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT, NATIONAL 
SECURITY COUNCIL 

MAX GREEN 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC LIAISON 

Proposed meeting with Hungarian labor leader 

I know that Frank Carlucci's schedule is very tight on June 25 
and 26, but I feel obligated to tell you that the AFt-CIO has 
asked if he could meet with a Hungarian dissident, Sandor Racz, 
on either day. Information about Mr. Racz is attached. 

I can be reached at x6270. 

Thank you. 



Sandor Racz 

President of the Budapest Workers' .Council in 1956 

(based on an interview by Sandor Szilagyi of the Hungarian Democratic Opposition, 
published in the Beszelo [samizdat publication] No. 7, 1983) 

Sandor Racz was born into a poor family in 1933. His father died in World 
War II, so he had to live on his own from the age of thirteen. He began working 
as a toolmaker apnrentice in the Beloiannisz factorv. where he staved until 1956. 

The outbreak of the 1956 Revolution on October 23 found him in the streets 
of Budapest, speaking to the people against the Soviet occupation. On October 
29 the workers of his factory elected a local Workers' Council. He was nominated 
f or presidency but he did not accept the position because he felt too young and 
inexperienced. 

After the Soviets launched their attack to crush the Revolution, the workers 
continued their efforts to safeguard the achievements of the Revolution. On 
November 15 they elected the Central Workers' Council (CWC), which represented 
the Hungarian workers' unanimous demands: the withdrawal of the Russian troops, 
the restoration of lmr e Nagy's government and recognition of the existing workers' 
councils. 

Racz, devoted to these causes, earned th~ respect of the workers with his 
determination and personal integrity, which were manifested i n several instances. 
Some of his outstanding actions during those days included: his successful efforts 
i n thwarting the creation of an anti-CWC, backed by the Kadar government; his 
personal courage when he urged the delegates of the Council to calmlr continue 
discussing the problems wl1ile Soviet soldiers stood in the door with loaded 
machine guns aimed at the Council; his brave and honorable behavior when facing 
Kadar and his government during negotiations. As a result he was elected 
president of the ewe. In this position he continued negotiating with the 
government to gain legal recognition for the workers' councils and to organize the 
network of the National Workers' Council. As the situation grew worse and the 
Kadar government gradually took complete control with Soviet assistance, the CWC 
was outlawed and its members were arrested and persecuted. Racz's last action 
was to call for the December 11-12 general strike as a response to the shooting of 
workers in the countryside. On December 11 he was invited to the Parliament by 
the Central Committee on the pretext of continued negotiations; instead he was 
arreste. On March 17, 1957 he was sentenced to life and was released only on 
March 28, 1963 under a general amnesty. 

After the harsh years in jail he was unable to find a job--he was turned 
down everywhere because of his political past. Although he wanted to study, 
"higher levels" barred him from school. Finally he obtained a job as a toolmaker, 
working part-time since 1979. His stable monthly income is 650 Forints ($13) 
supplemented by income from mushroon and vegetable growing. 
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Hu11gary ·'56· - . the Workers' Case: 
I • . • 

An Interview with Sandor Racz 

FOREWORD 
By Bill Lomu 

The Hungarian revolution of 19S6 wu an event of great 
,ignifkance 10 the We"ern Left, an event which had a major im­
pa.:r on rhe arri!ud~ of We,rern socialist~ toward~ lhe regime, 1hat 
had been e,rabli~hed in ·Eutern Europe in the aflcrma1h or the Se­
cond World War. Clo,ely following rhe revelations or Nilyra 
Khru,hchev's ,:;\Ccrct S(>etch" 10 rhe ,°"cnricrh Conare~, or e 
Communi,t Pfr y or d_e So,·~ t Uniq ' '· ou11cin1 the crime, 
error, 1h31 hiJhccflVtommllled und t:afin,' rule in rhe .. umc 
,odali,m, Hunpry in 1956 J>rovided the lint in,1111'"9' an enlire 
r,or,ul;ition ris!!.'1 _up ;igaind,aCommunist re1~ antbcina sup-
r,re\\ed by a S~itl militar~ inva,ion. . . -~ , ; 

The Hun1anan rtvolutton wa, al,6 or s11nlfliiafftt', howtver, 
t,e..:au,e or tht" lndin1 role pla)·cd in ii by the indu,r~ "orkina 
d;m, "hkr-. 'nol only took parl from lhe very bqhtnin1 in tht 
rt, olut ionar mus,le and played a major role in tht figh1 in 1, but 
\\hkh also pu1 up the 1rn1e" r~is1an1:e after the ~ond Sovii:1 in-
1cn·cn1ion or 4 No,·eml,er 1956. In 1ht ytar, or 1error and repre,­
•i1•11 1ha1 f<>llo"cd 1he cru,hin1 of 1he revolution, It wu abo from 
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the rank, or the workers rhar came the vut majority or 1hosc im ­
prisoned and euculcd . 

Yet most published studies of the revolution havt concentrated 
rheir attention on the role of the intellei:1uals and polilkal rcror­
mi,1,. They were the one\ who ned 10 the West , and they were the 
one\ who wrote about I heir uperiences. Workers generally don ' t 
wrile hislory books or even their life stori~. And because or rhe 
closure of 1he ar.:hiv.,,, docum.,nlation on 1h., workers' rol., is 
equally dirricull to come by . For this reason the interview that we 
pre,;cnl here is of p:1r1 icular va lue. It i, wi1h Sandor Raes, a 
Hungarian worker who wu a young toolmaker only 21 years old in 
19S6, who had ,pen, all his working life under the postwar reaime, 
and v.ho in 19S6 v.a, propelled 10 the forcfronl or the revolu­
tionary struggle when he wa, elected Pr~ident or the Central 
Worker,' Council or Greater Bud;ipcst. 

After lhe revolution Sindor Racz was arrested, brought 10 trial 
and then, on hi, 2Sth bir1hday, senren.:cd to life imprisonment. 

,Rel,a,ed under the amne~,y of 1963, he rtlurned lo the workbench 
and continu~ 10 earn hiJ living 1oday u a manual worker. Last 
year, on 1he 2Sth anniversary or hi, trial and on lht occasion of his 
SOth birthday, Sindor Ricz Jpoke publicly for the firs, timt about 
his life and aboul his activities in 19S6 - in an interview with the 
Hungarian sami,dal journal Best./10. 

.. ; 



, . ., rr■d this interview Is I unique uperiencr. As wr do so,..,, 
r,,lln" Sindor R6cz u hr first comes 10 work in Budapest, 1s hr 
lin-s 1hrou1h the social ch1n1n of thr postwar years on the factory 
noor, and then to the hopes ral~ by lmre Na1y's first reform 
1overnmmt ol' 19.11. On 23 October 19.16 hr is there on the strttts 
of Bud1pest "hen the s11tur or S111ln is brou1ht 1umblin1 do..,n, 
"htn the fi1hti111 breaks out 1t the radio buildin1 and the nrst 
So,·iet ranks arrh·e i1t the city. After the c11te-fire or 28 October he 
ro:turn, 10 the factory and takes an active part in the formation or 
its workers' council. That's ..,here we find him when the Soviet 
tanks return II daybreak on 4 November lo crush the revolution. 

In the ensuln1 weeks as tlM workers' councils already formed 
durin1 ,he revolucion come to play 1n ever more active role, SAn­
dor R6cz emeries IS one ofcheir foremost apohsrnen. We see him 
u he resists thr new rc1ime's 111empts to trick, divert and 
manipulate the workers. He soon wins lhe workers' c:onfidrnce, 
and within days or the formation of a Central Workers' Council 
for 1hr entire rr1ion of Greater Budapest, he is elected its Presi­
dent . Now he finds himself in the corridors of power - debatin& 
with Government Ministers in the Parliament, nr1otia1in1 with the 
Russian Commander-in-Chief 11 thr Soviet military headquarters. 
But as the movement or workers' councils 1rows stronaer and 
bc1ins to develop into a national political force, the new Com­
munist re1imr of JAnos Kidir decides this Is a form of workers' 
power ii c:an Jo ""~out. The Central Workers' Council is banned, 
Ricz and his cornrade, arrested and imprisoned. Then wr follow 
hirn throu1h thr prison cells, throu1h intrrroaation, trial, hun1er 
11rik,:, and finally, In 1963, 10 his release. 

· S6ndor R6cz's inlervirw is imporlanl not just for the story II 
tells of the e"enu in which he took ~rt. but also because or che 
ideas for which hr scands. In fact Y,hile reading ii, one cannot help 
fttlin1 rhat onr could be readin1 the account of a worltin1 class 
mili11nt In the early yean of rhe workers' movement in almost any 
country in the worJd, Certaialy the ideas Rkz stands for are the 

HUNGARY 
tradlrlon1l Ideas which the workln1 c:lass and labour movement 
hu striven to represent from the very rarlirsr rimes of iu uistrncr . 

The 1rra1cst scandal or the postwar stalini~t regime, for .Ritz, 
was the fact 1h11 it undermined the workers' unity, 1hr workers' 
sense or solidarity ■nd fellowship, that should have been rht basis 
of a true workers' power , The yr■ rs of stalinism arr seen by him as 
I mis~ opportunity ror the workers 10 take the ractorin into 
!heir own hands ■nd crr11e a socirty wirhout uploitalion . In 19S6, 
however, that opportunity occurred 11ain, and rht worktrs 
rccoanised the historical moment . That was why thty came 10 the 
fore in the revolutionary stru11le, and why they were tht mos, 
1tt1df1st in ddence of the revolution's conquests. 

The dcsirn ■nd ambitions or the Hun1arian workers, ho"·otr, 
arou~ littlt enthusiasm 1mon1s1 the lr■ ders of the Communist 
rt1ime brou1h1 to power by Sovirr tanks on 4 Novtmbtr 19S6. A 
system of workers' power based on a national structure of 
workers' councils, decl■rtd the nrw Party and Government leader 
JAnos K6d6r to a deleaarion from the Central Workers' Council on 
16 November 19.16, was "somr1hin1 which didn't e,ist,anywhrrr 
in !ht world" and for which "there certainly wasn't any need in a 
people's democracy."• 

· For SAndor Rjcz and his fellow workers, ho,,rvrr, their 
demands were not vain and, idle fantasies. bur rhe desire ror a 
society that would respect the dignity of labour, for a society free 
from e,cploitation that would honour and proltct those who con­
struct, produce and create. As he himself concludes, it is indeed an 
imrneasur■ ble crime 1h11 rvrn roday the vision or such a society 
can find no pl■ce in a srlf-sryled people's democracy, and that a 
workin1 man like Sindor Ricr cannot speak rrtely and openl~· in 
his own country abouc the stru11les in which he and his fello" 
workers strove 10 make this vision a reality. 

Nolr 
• Nlps:abods4~. Budape,1, 17 !'lcJvm,ber 19,6. 

Worken' Counclls Gan Their Scamp lo lht Enclrt Rtvolullon 

(/nttn-iew ·,l'itlt Sdndor Rda, tht Prtsidtnl of tht Ctnlral 
Worktrs' Co11ncil of Grtaltr Budaptsl at tht timt of ,, , · 
Hun.~1irian Rtvolutlon of /9$6) 

Rtfort coml111 to our ■ctaal lhemr, tlir rolt of tllr Central 
Worhr~• Councll, I should lfh ynu to tell mr somtthln• about the 
road ) our llrt took ~fore November 1956, about how you li"ed 
and 1l111u1hl t111lll lhr11. Lrt'1 bqfn at Che l>eah1nln1: Where wrrt 
,·ou born? 

I "a' t-orn at H6drnuo,·asirhely, on 17 March 1933 . My father 
wa~ a propcrtylen farm labourer, who married the ti1h1h child of 
a Pt"'r herd~rnan. When I was sill months old I was 1iven to the 
1:.ire ol my 1ranJmo1hcr al lzsik, because my father didn't want 
me, while my mother came to Budapest to work in a factory. My 
r:uher died ri1htint for his country on 16 September 1942 in 1he 
V:tlley or lht Don. 1 So my widowed 1r1ndmo1her looked afrrr me 
right up 10 1946, until I came 10 Budapest. I was rht sixteenth child 
she had had ro brin1 up, and so in lzsik 100 I had 10 work hard to 
pro,r my worth. 1 

Did ,·n11 c11111e 10 ludtptt1 after ,-011r .. nrher? 

Nu . It w•5 JUsl 1h11 it was announced in the villa1r 1h11 a collrat 
wl\ l>ein1 or11anised 11 Budarok ror orphan and half-orphan 
chilJrcn • ·ho wanted 10 study. Wirhout tellin1 my 1r1ndmother, I 
put my name down for ir at the vill1ae hall. On 1.1 Auaust 1946, on 
1hr Day ol' Our l.ady, I arrh·rd at 1hr Eastern Railway Station. J I 
had ju~, tnou1h money lrfl to buy a tram ticket tQlhr colle1e, but I 
1ut on the wrona tram, and I 101 lose . I found myself ai 
M.iri:tl>esnyo. ri1h1 in the middle or the rrstlvitfes. That 111·15 my 
lir\l opcrirn1:e of Budapest - the mas~s or people, the sin1in1, 
and rhe rl<'t that I was standin1 there alone amid all the commo­
lrl•n I "u lose, anJ I didn't even ha"e mou1h money to art back 
to l.:sU, btcaust I would much rather have aone back. So it w11 
•!iu-:k, tn my po"erty thal I stayed In Budapest . 

1 

Did you 10 lo work rlthl ■way 11 th, Brlolannlsz factory? 

No. I srarted our as a carpenrrr , apprenticed 10 Gyula PolacseL . I 
was a puny child, some JS kilos al 1ha1 timt, and I had 10 take 1hr 
furniture barrow rwicr a day bet ween Budafok and 1he Bi1 Bill rur-

. niturr slort by the We.stern Railway S1a1ion. I only spent one year 
■s an apprentice carpenter, because I becamr vrr)' weak and 1he 
doctor forbade me to do any sort or physical ~ork . I looked ror 
liahrrr work, ■nd so I became a barrel maker's appren1ke. 
Twenty.five or us li.,.rd 101ether in rht colltgc - Catholil:s, Pro­
testants and Je-.s all mixed 101ethrr. In 1948 they w1n1ed 10 dost 
tht collrar down, bur I suursted rhat we ~hould slay 1orethrr. 
>.rrer that I have to work, to work very hard, to supporl mystlr, 
because I am a nobody's nobody. No-one is 1oin1 ro Jive mt a ,lier 
of bread, If I don't rarn it for myself, But I "anted mort than 1h:11 
loo, I wanted to study, I wanted 10 acquire a trade. ,o I could l>e 
my own boss . In 1948 I went to the Standard Worls, to "hat i, 
now the Beloiannisz.' I worked for three monlh5 a< a fettler. and 
thtn for two years I was an apprentice toolmaker . A~ tarly u 19-19 
I ldt the 1rainin1 shop, 10 work under the master crafhman 
Konstantin Major, and in September 1950 I "as releued rrom n1y 
apprenticeship. Then in 195.J I wu called up into rht i;rmy, • 

En■M nM for buttlna In, but th,~ Is some1hln1 I would 11kt 111 ask 
)'OIi, For )'ou 111d ,-our worl&m1trt chert In ch, factory, what was It 
Nb 10 Nn tllrouall the chanart 11 lht new system w11 btln& b11ih! 

You know, somehow or other we really rtlt every chanae on our 
skin. When I first went 10 rhe Standard. rhe 200-man workshop 
was run by a Social Democrat works' manager with just ont lady 
ornce assistant. Latrr on, arrrr tht Voarler and Sanders trial and 

, the uni1in1 or the two parties/ they brought in a Communist 
works' m1n11rr, who had "ery lillle knowledge of 1he prorc\sion, 
and the administration immediately started to grow. or course the 
old Social Democrat skilled workers didn't let the workplace 10 
completely to the doss, and there w·as quite a lot or anger a11in,1 
the bloated-up burr■ ucracy as well. We -.·ere the one\ who had to 
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support them, ■nd 11 the s■me time we could see 1h11 the work 
went better with less lime-servers. There w■s I lot of 1rumblin1, 
but in the end they remoulded the workplace - 1hou1h, to tell the 
truth . it took them two years to do it . The social democratic spirit 
made for a very strona resistance. . ~. 

' ~;- . ..,.~ 
Wfre yo- ■ ni" . . 'fdelitDe11tOcrl 
, ~::,~:... ~~...:~ ~~ . --~.,.--~,,..,ii'ftl_ .. 

No. I wasn ' t a member of ehh« t . e o"lb, o.t · J'Wo 
I'm always aaainst any1hin1 that _.., ·,~trh!tim y'.(Q fl' 
freely , that would tic my hands do n. ~ j n the ?.· . 

wasn ' t the Social Democratic parry 1h11 :J.,as1 mportan · he- ·., 
solidarity, the collective spirit, the fact that each person w ·+ · n• ,-r._ 
terned for the other, for the work and the life of the one . na 
alongside him. In a word, it was the workers' consciousness that 
was important . As I see it, in 1948 -ind then ~ in, later, ih,1956 
- we lost the opportunity, that history threw tc>'U ttSr a moment, 
for the worken to take the factories into their own hands. But 
that ' s another question . 

I won't fo,stl about II. Bui you're right, ltl ' s nol rush ahud. You 
ritenlloned 1h11 lht 'rtmouldlnl' of Ille workplace look two ycan. ' "'.'·• 
Ytt wu lhere any slnal• mome111, or any oeal, 1h11 you and your 
workmattt Judatd u btlna the pol■I after which somcthlna had 

; really changed! 
1 

There was , but - you'll see, it ' s interest ing - somehow this 
hadn't any1hin1 to do with chan1es in the big world of poli1ics 
either, this too was somcthina we felt on our sk in . It happened 
towards the end of 1949, when a toolmaker was sacked. And what 
do you th ink ii was for? You know, it's a custom in the workplace 
to send an apprent ice out 10 fetch someth ing for lunch . Now on 
this occasion the lad came back with only a piece of plain bread, 
and the worker who'd sent him slammed it down on his bench , cur­
sins the lad in some very stronJ language . He was right - you 
can ' t work on dry bread . But he was taken a way and gi \'en the sack 
on some pretext or other - being an agitator or somethins like 
1ha1. That was how they let us know that a different world had 
begun. 

Le1'1111y a moment lonaer 11 lhe ..,orkplaee. II wu here, wua't fl, 
1h11 you 101 lo know Shdor 81U7 ·'-

Yes . af!Cr I was moved down 10 the toolmakers ' sect ion . There was 
just one workbench between us, and we often talked together in 
the mornin1 break . Bali was ten years older than me, a member of 
the Communist Party since 1945, a person highly respected in the 
workplace, and the union steward . As you know, I'm someone 
who's always grumbling, I've always been a bit of a rebel - but 
Bali would patiently hear me out, and pul my hot -headedness 
down 10 my youth. That's another in1tres1in1 1hin1 - I always 
had to do my work well for the olhtts 10 put up with my 
rtbelliousneu . The Communist works ' manager tried 10 1ive me 
rotten work anyway, !hat wouldn ' t pay well and 1h11 would make 
me unpopular into lhe bar1ain . He wanted 10 make me a work 
calculator, a norm setter, but Bali and his mates didn't allow ii . 
They told him that I was able 10 do better work than that. Bui I 
wouldn'l have taken on the norm se1tin1 anyway . I made hot 
mouldin1 dies and deep drawin1 tools in the workshop, and I was 
always the one the men workin1 on the machines came to if they 
needed anythin1 pu11in1 riaht - 'You can trust Sindor, he ' ll 
make a 1ood job of ii'. So you see, by my work I won for myself 
some small right to grumble. The way you'd see it, I couldn't of­
fic:ially have been I stakhanovlte because, as the works' manaser 
pul It, ., WIS politically uneducaled' - but I received • 
s1akhanovitc's pay, because I fulfilled the norms by 180'11.' 

Wttt ya. 111 tht workshop rl1h1 up lo 1956! 

Nu. becau~e in October 19,3 I wu called up I\ a \Oldier inlo the 
Bud:ap"' Si1nals Re1imen1, and here \Omehow 1hinss besan 10 
make itnse 10 me . You know, before !hen I really had been 
'rolitic:illy uneducared' . I hadn't let 1hem force me into 1oin1 to 
:ill those political cours", I wasn ' t let1in1 1hem innuence my opi• 
nlon, - tiut in 1he army 1here's no que\lion of avoidin1 it, here 
~·ou hn,·e 10 flO 10 1ht mectin1s. And ~o I find my\elf in connicl 
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wi th 1he lecrurers, because Island up and say to them : 'How is it 
1ha1 the peas.ml has 10 have even his lasl cow lakcn :1w:ay from 
him ?' The peasant lad\ were behind me, because I wu \peak ing 
the rruth for 1hem. And I understood lmre Nagy 's a ims from his 
June speech - 10 free lhe agr icultural workers who 'd been 1round 
down into lhe deepcsl misery, lo mechanise agriculture, to gi,e 
sreater freedom and opporrunity 10 1he working man , lo put an 
end to the \everil y, 1hc sufferi ng of 1he peasanrs, and lhe rule of 
the A VO! I said :ill 1hese lh ings in 1he army 100, and somehow 
things began to become clearer to me. 

When •en you discha'lcd? 

In October 1955 I went back to 1he Beloiannisz . Proletarian life 
began anew. In the factory 1he world had chan1ed a great deal. 
One after another 1he informers had been found out, and they had 
become 1he objects or 1eneral hatred . For instance, a microphone 
was spotted in one of 1he workers' lockers - the bosses used it to 
listen to what we were 1alkin1 about while 1e11ing changed . After 
1ha1 1he lad had 10 be removed from the workshop, because 
nobody was willing 10 work wi1h him. Then in the summer or 1956 
I left lhe Number II work\hop for 1he K I workshop, to work as a 
1oolm1ker. 

_Was II by then already possible lo fed somelhlna of wliat was 10 
come? 

Nol half! By 1hen we went alrrady pasl lhe Twenticrh Conaress, we 
,,,ere brca1hing more freely , even 31 official meetings we w·ere niore 

• outspoken, and amongst ourselves 100 we talked more openly.• 

Did the outbrtak of the revolatlo• 011 1J Octokr nnd you I• lk 
fKtory? 

No, because on , October I had gone into hospital 10 hl\·e my ion• 



sits oul. Rut ii was only on the 17th that I had the operation. 
because I am a haemophiliac and they were arraid to operale. On 
the 23rd I slip out rrom 1he P~terry Hospital, because I was drawn 
to the streets by lht speeches or Gero and Piros . 10 I'm unable lo 
sr,(alc because or the operation, but the toppling or Stalin gives me 
badt my voice. Today it's dirricult for you 10 imagine, just what an 
e,periencc it was llhen the statue came tumbling down . It was lhe 
peor,le of Budapest , in whose name the starue had been built, who 
went there and broughl it down. Everybody was your friend there 
and lhen on the square . After Old Joe had been brought down, 
and when ju~, his boots were left standing on the plinch, lorries ar­
rived ror us to go to the Radio. because the people were being fired 
on there. 11 Everyone who could manage 10 do so, clambered up 
onco the vehicles. The sirttts were packed with people, and che city 
re\oundtd 10 the echoes or two slogans : 'Russians. Go Home!' 
anc:.1 'lmre Nagy into the Government!'·. We weren't able to get to 
the Radio, so big was the crowd . We stopped at lht corner of rhe 
Sandor Brody meel and the Museum boulevard . Gelling down 
from che lorry, I somehow round mysdf nu1 10 a girl called 
Marika - she was with me all evening, we went together 
everywhere . On the Calvin Square there were cars and trams in 
names. Soldiers stood about on the corner - lhey were from my 
old regiment, but I didn't go across to them. Then about ten 
o'clock four Hungarian tanks arrived . They weren't able ro go into 
the street because they were at once surrounded by the people, who 
jumped ur, onto them and demanded of their commander : 'Whal 
sort or a Hungarian are you lhen? Who was it that paid for your 
training? Would you really come against us with ranks?' 

HUNGARY· 
How 10111 •ttt Jo■ 11 lht Radio? 

I got back 10 the hospiral about midnighl. Marika "en1 back "ith 
me . In ract it was she" ho per\uaded me 1010 bad . bei:au\t rhc 
doctors had said my .. -ound could easily open up . Later on . bv rhe 
way, al the time of my arresr, Marika wen1 ro see my mother ; and 
in 1963, arter my relea,e, .,,, mer a,ain a couple or rimes - bur 
,omehow or other norhinl! came of it . She ,, a, a de,enr 1irl. a 
railway worker's daughrer, a schoolteacher. You kno" . ir ";, just 
that thar bothered me - if she 'd joined her life ro mine , she 
wouldn ' t ha"e been allowed to reach . Thal'\ "hv I "as rather . 
reluclnnt about it . · 

But 10 get back ro the qut\lion : abour midnitzhr I tio• bad ro 
1he ho,pital. There can'I ha"e been many injured rhere as yer. 
because they had plenty or rime to li,ren ro me . N"1 day al da" n. 
about 5 o'clock, I slip out again . I go 10 rhe EMN'I:' 
lhe corner . '! The crowd is coming and 1oin1,1. and there a 
starr 10 speai to th nJ. I don 'r remember no". jusM, ha1 . I jU\I 1m 
provised . Such I • s for insrance a · ::-S~- ea:\'se' by 1. ~. f, . 
'These ranks fire againlt us,. bu.t the ·were built wiih o.ul!ebiu r.lli 
lions for peace'. There were always some one or tll0 ~ridred r,eo­
ple around me . There were some' ·ho said : 'Sucfi pcop1 should l'ie 
arres1ed!' bu1 others cncou1f!ed me 10 carrv on. b fa · ~ii< 
speaking the truth. -~~ht"'thalil was !he ropplinl! of 1he statue . 
1ha1 had given me my voice. Bur ar1er 1wo or rhree hours I 
had 10 ao back 10 he Pt!crfy, because my 1hroa1 ,,as.,),lill ,er~ 
weak. · _-= r ~--,. 

~ .... • lfl 
Did JOU 10 out a1al11 the IIUI d11,! - . . ~ 

Of course, every day . Then on the 28th I finally we.nc,j,ome, 10 i~ 
Muranyi Siren. That's some~hmg I forgot 10 rell you: in 19S5 • 

. when I was ;,leased rrom !he army, I bough! a wind9wless 
warehouse srore-room. and rrom !hen on lh·ed ihere .,,,~ my 
morhcr . Tha1's where I 10 home on 1he Sunday, on 1he 281h. I 
sleep rherc, and rhe ne,u day I go inro rhe fac1ory . Af1tr 1har I 
don'! ae1 10 sleep in a bed again un1il afrer my arrest, unlit 11 
~ember. Bui, 1ha1's by rhe " 'ay . Well, on 1he 29th. !here in,ide 
the fac1ory, some SOO or us were ga1hered 1oge1her in the main 
hall . We stood around. we 1alked - rhere "as plenry 10 1alk aboul. · 
We were in our streel clo1hes: we didn'I get chan1ed for work 
because !here were 100 re .. of us 10 star1 ur, produc1ion . I don ' t 
remember now jusr who ir was , bu! someone sugge~1td we should 
elecl a workers' council. I can ' I remember ci1her, jusr who it was 
who pul my name forward . Ir's enough lo say, I 100 had 10 go up 
onlo the pla1form . The provisional workers' council finally came 

. 10 have fir1ten mtff'\bers . We went up from 1he main hall 10 rhe 
managef's office, ind here someone sunesred 1ha1 I should be rhe 
presidtnl , bu1 I didn ' r accepl. I poin1td oul my age and my lack or' 
experience - I was 2J years old - and I suggesltd Sanyi Bali. You 
know, somehow I felt 1ha1 10 accepr such a position would 1rea1ly 
limil whal I could do. II would tie me do"n 10 1he ra.:tory, and 
well , chere were all sorlS or Communisu there. and I didn ·, v. anf 10 
1e1 into quarrels wi1h anyone. Afrer 1ha1 I became the person .. ho 
liaised wi1h 1he dis1ric1, and wi1h 1he 01her rai:tory .. -orkers' coun­
cils. 

Who do you rrmemHr hom tht worlitn' c:ouncll! 

Ferenc Simon, a very decenl engineer , and ArpadOr,a\O\ltS~ky, an 
engine filler . Th,re were I wo c:i1hrc:c:n year ,:,ld~. spiri1c:d 
youngslers. who " ·eren't actually members bur were a [lrtat deal of 
help in the work or the council: J6ska Balogh and lmrc: Szc:h·,nyi. 
Szclvfoyi later became a sort or personal assis1an1 to me. Ht look ­
ed afrer our contact, wi1h the district, wi1h the dis1ric1 worker\' 
council and the 01her ractory ones . tr I wanred 10 ,peak ,.-i1h 
anyone I sent mes~ase~ throu,h him, and he brou1hr in food to me 
at the ractory. 

·. Whal wnt the nrst mnsurn you took? 

While we were s1ill up in the office, we decided we ,hould \lar 
work, and organiK rac,ory guards. We look it as na1ural, a, a co11 
quest or the revolu1ion, tha1 the :nanaacr shouldn't run thin&\, bu 
lhat we should take over the ractory ourwlvf\, The 1uard, wer 
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HUNGARY 
needed to defend the machinery and the materials , and to prevent 
any suspicious elements ae11in1 in10 the factory. In the arternoon I 
had two radios and a tape recorder brought in, so we could record 
the different radio broadcasts, and keep up with what was happen­
ina . Then I walked around the factory and , one after another, I 
took down the decorations - pictures, stars , statues, whatever . I 
said that anyone who couldn't manaae without these things could 
take them home, but that one doesn ' t have 10 have decorations in 
order to work well . These were my first 'instructions' . I say 
'instructions' in quotation marks, because ii wasn't necessary 10 
aive orders to anyone - everyone knew their job. 

But there was one very interest in1 thing that happened here: 
how I came to have my own A VO. About 5 o 'clock I went down to 
the street when a youna man in a leather coat came up to me and 
asked after me by name. He asked me to hide him because he was 
afraid to go home. He was an AVO captain and his wife was Rus­
sian . In return he offered to write out the secret Soviet radio 
broadcasts that in his job as a signalman he had listened to on 28 
October . I thought it over . There were a number of secure rooms 
in the basement. I could take him there, and we would see. I took 
him with me into the factory , gave him pen and paper, and he got 
down to work . I locked him in the room . I went back a couple of 
hours later, and when I read what he had written out, I could hard­
ly believe my eyes. The numbers of soldiers the Russians were 
mobilising, the troop movements being carried out - these were 
the sort of things he had written down . I locked him in again, and 
went to speak with several members of the workers ' council. This 
document was so important that we had 10 get it to lmre Nagy, 
~ause he had to be informed about these things. We went into 
the Parliament on the morn ing of 30 October between 10 and 11 -
this 1A·as the first time I'd been there. About thirty people are 
waiting around outside lmre Nagy's door . He steps out and is quite 
taken aback . 'What are you waiting for?' he asks . ' For permission 
to form parties,' they tell him . lmre Nagy's reply still rings in my 
cars today: 'Look here. I'm a Communist. I don't organise other 
parties. As to what parties may be formed , that's a mailer for the 
cabinet to decide . ' In the meant [me I'd already seen to my mission . 
I had explained in a couple of words what I had brought, and I'd 
handed over the AVO captain's notes. 

[uust mt for but1ln1 In a1aln, but do you hav, a c:opy anywhere? 

No. because only one was made. You know, there was a revolution 
aoin1 on . We didn ' t have time to think about the historians. But 
it's possible ir e~ists somc.,.hcrc - that's your job now, to look for 
it. Anywa)·, lmre Na1y then went back into his room, and I started 
to speak to the other people there. ' Are you out of your minds?' I 
asked them, 'You've got time to think about organising parties, 
when there arc a 1housand other, more important jobs to be 
done?' There were two journalists from The Truth there, and 
afterwards they took me across lo the New York Cafe and inter­
viewed me . 11 It appeared in one of their numbers. That's where 
you can read my opinion of the multi -party system. 

But let me finish the story of my AVO. When I 101 back 10 the 
factory, I found several people hanging around in the basement 
with the idea of aiving this A VO a going over . I put it to them: 
'OK, here's the key. As far as I 'm concerned you can string him up 
if you like, but first you'll have 10 shoot me, because I've given this 
man my word of honour 1ha1 he won't be harmed . Just shoot me, 
1hen you can have him!' This calmed them down a bit. We sent 
food for the captain ' s wife, and he stayed down in 1hc basement 
for another rew days. Finally, on J November , we handed him 
over to the district police station. I understand that, later, he was 
brought to trial. They threw him out of the A VO, or at least they 
didn't take him back . I asked for him to be called as a witness at 
my trial ; after all, I had saved his life. But the judge didn't consider 
th.it had any si1nificance . Well, maybe it really didn't . I don't 
know. 

ltt'110 bark lo what happtnrd aflrr 29 Octobrr. Whal happrntd 
I• tt.,t worktn' c:oundl! 

Up 1ill J November, nothing, at least nothina important. We got to 
know one another, 1hr representatives of the workers' c:ouncils in 
the district. Wr talked, we phoned one another . I lived inside the 
factory : I slept thrre, wherever I could - in an armchair, on a 
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table. The women cooked in the kitchen . They weren't short or 
anything to cook, because we 'd received potatoes, meat and geese 
from the countryside. That story also belongs to the revolution : 
the peasants, with bundles on their shoulders, coming to feed the 
revolution. The workers' councils also paid out advances on 
wages, to those who came in for them. On 3 November, by the 
way, when we took my A VO in to the police station, we spent a lit• 
tie time lookina arovnd the city. We inspected its peacefulness, as 
if we were the masters. We went into the Bajza Street, into the area 
around the Writers' Association and the Soviet Embassy. 
Everywhere we went we felt the silence, the silence before a storm . 
We were plannina for a return to work on the Monday, and we · 
were curious as to the mood in the city, whether we would be able 
to come to work. And you know, it wasn't just a coincidence tbat I 
wan led to take a look at the Soviet Embassy. Somehow, from the 
beginning I didn't believe that the Russians would really leave us to 
enjoy what we had won. Then came 4 November ... •~ 

Whe■ yo■ woke ■p to •ur the city belna sllot to pleca ••• 

We weren ' t woken up by anything, because we hadn't closed our 
eyes . That silence on the 3rd hadn ' t been at all to my liking! And I 
didn't agree with Maleter going into the closed-off Soviet military 
headquarters either - already in the night the radio had been call­
ing on them to report in . " Then at dawn, a little after 4 a .m., lmre 
Nagy's speech was broadcast on the radio. That 's somethin1 you 
can ' t ever imagine, that tragedy! It was heartbreakin1 to hear this 
Communist pleadin1 aJmost in tears with the Russians not to harm 
this city, this little country. Even today I can still hear it, because 
they read it out in Russian as well : 'Nyimanye, nyimanye!' - I 
don't know what it means, but somethina like 'Please, please!' . It 
was only a good hour and a half later that we heard the first aun­
fire . Dy 6 a.m. there was nothing but t>attle." 

Did yo■ and yoar workmates n1ht too? 

Not those of us who were in the factory , we didn ' t. We were twen­
ty in all, without weapons, just the odd pistol - there wouldn't • 
have been much sense in it. I went out onto the factory roof, from 
where I could see th~shells and bombs Oying in all directions . We 
were feeling really desperat · and furious. For they had attacked a 
peaceful and calm countl')',.and just when we were ready to restart 
production. 

What wett you able to do! 

Until the 8th, nothin1. For that day we called together a meeting of 
the district workers' council in the main hall of the small engine 
and machine factory . About a hundred came along . As a matter of 
fact, our only aim was to give the people a !)tile hope . We were 
of one opinion: that the workers' councils i\ow had an active~. 
to play . l/p till then we hadn't intervened ur oliticS', b'tcause._w~, 
trusted lihTe Naay. We saw him as the politic:at ,aatantee oflh! 
revolution, but K.idir and his lot betrayed both lmre Na1y and the, 
revolution as well." At that time e'verybody was against K.idir. 
Nobody wanted to have anything to do with him - apart from the 
couple of people with whom he'd thrown together his Oovern­
ment. For our part. we thou1ht that we had to save as much as we 
could of the freedoms that we had struaaled ror. That was our job · 
now. 

Did yo■ 111d your •orkmates naht too! 

Not those or us who were in the factory, we didn ' t. We were twen­
ty in all, without •capons, just the odd pi~tol - there wouldn't 
have been much sense in it . I went out onto the factory roor, from 
where I could see the shells and bombs Oying in all directions. We 

-were feeling really desperate and furious. For they had attacked a 
peaceful and c:alm c:ountry, and just when we were ready to restart 
production. 

What wett you 1bw lo do! 

IJntil the Ith, nothina. For that day we called together a meetin1 of 
the district workers' council in the main hall of the smaJI enaine 
and machine factory. About a hundred came alona. As a matter of _ .... 
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fact, our only aim was to give the people a liule hope. We were all 
of one opinion : that the workers' councils now had an active role 
to play . Up till then we hadn't intervened in politics, b((ause we 
trusted lmre Nagy . We saw him as the political guarantee lmre 
Nagy and the revolution as well . " At that time everybody was 
against Kadar. Nobody wanted to have anthing to do with him -
apart from the couple o( people with whom he 'd thrown toge1her 
his Governmenl. for our part, we thought that we had to save as 
much as we could or the freedoms that we had s1ru11led for . That 
was our job now. · 

Al this district mtttlng, did you agree on any son of pollllc■l pro• 
1r■mmr for thr future? · 

I don't recall there being any demands. On the 12th , by then there 
definitely were, when we called together the district into the 
Bcloiannisz . But first I'd like 10 tell about how Sanyi Bali was 
taken away on 8 November for three or four hours to the Russian 
military headquarters in a Pobeda, together with the factory 
manager Bertalan lkrecz . This Berecz by the way spent the whole 
or the revolution inside the factory . He lived on the Gellert hill and 
he didn ·, .dare to go home - he felt safer with IU- (later. at our 
trial, they made out that we were a great danger for the cadres -
well, anyway.) Berecz got on quite well with Sanyi, and after 4 
No,·ember he tried 10 ralk both or us into joining the new party . 11 

"That 's just the place for people like you ," he said - and that was 
just when I was calling for all parties lo be banned from factory 
1erri1orv! Towards the end of November they even offered me a 
villa on· the Gellert hill, if I would give up my political activity. 

Whal w,nt on at the mretln1 011 tl Noumber? Who came to It, 
and wh1C decisions were taktnf 

People came from the workers' councils in the district. I recognis­
ed many or them by sight, because - 1s I told you - I'd earlier 
been the liaison man. I was really very active in those days . I may 
even h1,·e opened the meeting, but I don 'I remember now . I was 
also concerned by the fact 1ha1 Sanyi was, after all, a family man, 
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and he'd already been taken away once by the R·ussians . So rar as I 
could, I saw to as much as possible myself. That was when it was, 
by the way, that the political demands were drawn up: for 1hr 
withdrawal o( the Soviet troops, the return or rhe lmre Na1y 
Government, le1al reco1nitlon or the workers' councils and 
revolutionary commiltees, those sorts or things. Some four or v - · 
of the delegates made these demands up i.!lto a list, u_psiairs-i • 
ornce, and then we voted for them (ronr,.the platC~-ffl'r this is 1m­
portan1, because on the 14th Sanyi Bali"had this already p cpar 
programme to · im 10 the E1y_t au /zz6, to the foundm 
meeting o( IM orkcrs' Colk'tfr:' ·,_ 

Wtrt yoa 1101 lhtrt '~½,, -~- , 
No, because onl · "dent s--'4'ere called there. Sanyi told mt 
abour it, about the 10n of.i rhe Central Workers' Cou!WljJ, 
lattr, ar daybreak on the 15th, wlien he rerurned from 
tion to the Parliament. That's how l-f~!11e to learn 1 

him.~ il_·· -'-=~--.,._, '# ·!,.. _ _.; 

When did yo■ 1,1 ln~ol~ 
Council? •· · 

·Cent,._1 Worken'J 
. ,.;;,.( 

';; .,.. ;t 

Hang on a bit! Don't rusftJhings, alls• 1herc~~me1hin1 th ·,,:-
happened here that's rath r Import · ead he evenin1 ~ ·"'-
rhc 14th, Sandor Sz . Nagy, the min t1ora1 rhel anz factor~. 
had got in rouch with,ou~ w rs'"a>urici tell us thar he had 
called a meeting of work.ers' coUMils for; "'' day in the Kolt6i 
street at the hndquarters of ifii. Steelworkers' Union, and we 
should also send represenrativd; ~ 

On the I Sth I asked Sanyi for them 10 se~ mt, because I had a 
reeling that rhere was something odd about ii! So I went along. The 
meeting starred about 10 a.m., and I was unhappy from the start 
that the mood was so very formal. There were about 400 people in 
the hall . Those scared on the platform were all togged up - white 
shirts and all that - while I and the rest there in the hall , ,,..e were 
wearing our workers' clorhes , what we go to work in . But no mat• 
ter, I though!, let 's wail and see what goes on. I'm standing at the 
back, at the end of the hall. Up front the rirsr contributor is spe~k­
ing, a rail, I.inky young man . But he's talking a lot or nonsense . He 
thinks the workers ' demands or the 14th are unsatisfacrory and ill­
willed . Al this point I go forward, between the two rows or chairs, 
up to the table . I stand behind the young man, and wail for.him 10 
finish whar he has to say. Then , very loudly, I ask if he' ll be kind 
enough ro introduce himself, 10 rel! us just who or what he is, and 
whom he represenrs . It tu rned our that he was a university student,, 
that two people he didn't know had been to see him, and asked him 
to come here and say what he 's said. So now it's my turn to "'plJin 
,,.hat's goina on. I turn towards the hall, I give my name and u ­
plain that I'm from the Beloiannisz. I tell them that there's no need 
for this meeting, b((ause the Central Workers' Council or Grea1tr 
Budapest has already been formed at /z:6. "There's no need for a 
counter workers' council," I tell them, "and I'm leavin1 the hall . 
If anyone's interested in the real programme of the Central 
Workers' Council, they can rind out about it at Akacfa streer no . 
15." So I go out or rhe hall, down to rhc street, and wail. Ten 
minutes later the crowd starts to srraule out after me . All righr 
then, I think, and I ask a lad on a motorbike to "take me across ro 
the AUcfa street, to the Budapest Tram Company's buildin1.=1 

Here again somethina inleresring happened . I :irrived at the 
door 10 the nrst noor meeting room al just the same moment as 
Tibor D~ry, who was bringing the grce1ings of the Writers' 
Association.u He was the elder, he wen! in first. As I waited our ­
side, the 400 people from the Kolt6i street arrived. Then I went in . 
I e:<iplained what had happened, ind I susaested they should ghe a 
report about the Cenrral Workers' Council to rhese 400 people . 
Pisra Ba bay opened up the big room on rhe rourrh noor for this. so 
we could all gel in. JJ He had hardly started to speak when two Rus ­
sian soldiers appeared at rhe door: Once again I was sining at 1hc 

·· back, and I clearly heard them lirting the safety catches on their 
machine auns. Everyone turned round to look, and Fazekas got up 
from the platform to 10 towards them - bur they pointed their 
machine suns 11 him, for him to go back to his place .1• The air 
froze and an armo~phere of panic almost broke out. Then I think 
10 m;seir: "Well, we can't leave, so we mi1h1 as well 1e1 on with 
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what wt'vt come hete for ." I stand up . I can r«I the two auns 
poin1td at my back , but I 10 up towards the table, and I start t 
speak : " Just because •~ere are two Russjan sold iers with loaded· .. 
weapons standina hert in the doorway, we still have to talk bQuf 
the problems ' ~ larian workers!" Things calm,...1- ... • 

and the two sor is ~ared from the doot~•Y · 

.,,~ 
Not quite . Szel\-~nfi h ne there eaer· r on, and was w1i1in1 fo r 
me in the stairway. He 'd brought the I Ith district's resolulion wit 
him, so I'd be able 10 represent the dimict. (You know, each 
disrrict had a deleaatc.) But it's true, that with my tares, speech I'd 
already. taken the second step forward . The first step had been in 
the Koh0i street, when I prevented the counter workers ' council 
bcina formed . This was the second step, when I saved the situation 
from the Russians . And so after these events: _tcp out from the 
unknown. In my view this was what countc , and not what Bill 
Lomax wrircs. thar Racz was rhc most outspoken representative or 
the workers' demands.11 It wasn't the loudness thar counted, but 
something else. There WIS another aspect to th is incident. A lillle 
later J0zser gandor turned up at the meetina - he was the Kadar 
lot •~ liaison man with the Central Council - and he said there had 
been a misundcrstandina w·ith the Rusi ians. and he expressed 
apoloaies on the Government 's behalf.11 I don 't believe that it WIS 

a misunderstandina, because as we later discovered, everyone who 
was in the corridor had been forced into the larac hall, while the 
buildina has been surrounded by tanks . or course, there might 
have been some misundcnt1ndin1 .. . 

Afttr this, you bec1mt I member of lht Central Council? 

Yes. I pmcntcd my credentials, they were accepted, and I s11 
down. There were more people there, by the way, tltan just one 
representative ror each district, but ijnly one delegate ptt district 
could vote. 

Wu Shdor 8111 lhtrt 1001 

No. he wasn't. L ,k. I know that Bali is more acceptable to you 
historians than I am. You say - at least that 's all I've read so far 
- that he tried to innuencc me . because I was such a hot -head . But 
that isn't how it was . Bali. Racz : we were as one: at least in 19S6 
that ', how it was . Earlier . in the fifties, when he restrained me, he 
only did ~o out or concern for me. 

Whit h■pptntd II this mttllna of Ille unlnil Council? 

We talked with J0zscr Sandor, and ■arced to send a dclcaation to 
the Parliament . About ten people were cho,en for the delcaation, 
me amon1s1 them . This was already a bit more than I was prepared 
for . After all I w·as the very younaest or them! But I'm sure that 
-.hat played a larac part in it - as I've ~•id - was my two earlier 
appearancci . 

When did yo11 mttC with the Covernmtnl? 
It had been a1rccd with J0zsd Sandor that the mcctina would be_ at 
I o'clock in the evenin1, but KAdar only turned up ■round mid­
night. Till then he kept us waltina . He wanted to tire us o~t. B~t 
that wasn't the only reason . You know, it WIS the first ume I d 
been in the Parliament -=-and under what circumstances! I was 
youn1 100, and I had _no particular wish _10 be the centre of at~cn­
tion. but I paid attcnuon 10 what wlS 101n1 on . And so I saw Just 
why it was they kept us waiting . They drove us into the mecli~I 
room. and in come several members or the Gov~rnment - it s 
abou1 8 o'clock rhi\ happen\ - in com~ Bi\zku; R1bin~ky, Si~dor 
J6zscf, Maro\in, rhoc.e wrt or people." You ve hardly not1ctd 
them arri\·e. when there's one sit1in110 your rl1h1, one to your I~'!• 
and they're pumpina questions at you - just what actually 1s II 
that we wanr? Then they vanish as unexpectedly IS rhey'd come, 
and Kadar knows in advance what questions he's 1oin1 to be ask• 
ed. All the same, I didn 't aive away very much to them, that's for 
sure. Well, come midniaht and In comes Kidar . You know, the 
a1rttmen1 was for our talks to be directly transmitted by the radio, 
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but in comes KAdir, steps up to the table and pushes the mike 
aside, s1yln1, "I can speak without thjs!" So he tore up our prior 
a1recment . In my opinion, after that we should have 101 up and 
left - but our president, Dhinyi, didn't behave in a way befittina 
1 workin1 man. He swallowed, he whined, he stullered, he wruna 
his hands - in I word, he was quite pitiable. JI 

Wun'I HJ •1m111t11I rt■c:hed? 
Aarecment? Quite the opposite! I'll tell you what it WIS in a mo­
ment, but first there's somethlna else. You know, we were 
nc1otiatln1 In the prime minister's quarters, in the win1 overlook• 
ina the Maraaret bridae; the mectina room is parallel to the 
Danube. Well, after KAdAr has pushed aside the microphorfe, 
Devenyi is still stut1erin1, and the bl1therin1's already bttn 1oin1 
on for about an hour, then we hear gunfire from rhe side or the 
Danube. Then I feel 1h11 I have to say somcthina. I stand up and I 
tell them: "We're bl11herin1 away here like old women at the 
market, while out there on the street Hungarian workers , ~c beina 
shot down, and no~ne here In this room feels any responsibility!" 
At this Kadir leaps up, declarina that he won't put up with such a 
tone . Biszku tries to quieten him: "Leave it , Comrade Kadir , he 's 
just a naive child. " Well, ii could be I was naive, bur I was speak ­
Ina the truth. After that the atmosphere got even worse, and the 
negotiations were broken off. In the break we were surrounded by 
journalists and radio reporters , and a miners' delegation from 
Salg0tarjAn who were also takina part in the neaoti.itions, and we 
talked I lot . So this was the third or those momems - at least 
that's how I feel - that pulled Sandor Racz out or the unknown, 
and which Iller led him 10 become the Central Workers ' Council's 
president. 

What h1ppenNf afttt tht bruk? 
I don ' t remember whether the negotiations were conrinued, or 
what was discussed . Ar dawn we 101 a car, and I "ent back to the 
factory, to Feh~rvari srreet no . 70. A Central Council meeting had 
been announced for I o 'clock in the mornina. Here , arrcr 
Oevenyi's account, I asked to speak , and I rold them whit had 
happened in rhe Parliament . Then I put forward a morion or no 

· confidence in Dev~nyi - because in my opinion he hadn 't behaved 
in a way befit1in1 a worker - and al rhc same rime I criticised rhe 
behaviour or the entirr deiegarion . A hard debare began . Tho~e 
around fifty tended 10 speak up in fa vour of Devcnyi, feel ing that 
he would achieve something with his bargaining, but rhose under 
forty took up a more radical posirion . (Just so rhat you should 
know: at that time and for a good time afterwards the man in the 
strett , everybody, was aaainst !(ad.tr and his lot) . Then we had -a 
secret ballot to choose a new president, and it rurned out that, 
apart from myself, everyone voted for Sindor Racz . I was taken 
aback . This wasn't what I had wanted to ach ieve with my motion 
or no confidence, but I accepted, because I felt that I had to. The 
vice-president was Gy0rgy Kalocsai; rhe secretary Pista Ba bay . 2' It 
later turned out that Babay had at one time bttn some sort or 
minor nyilasJO - 1lthou1h in my "inaugural address" on becom­
ina president I had called on everybody's good faith : "This isn't a 
game, our lives are at stake, so if there 's anyone "ho did anything 
before 1956 that could compromise the integrity of rhe Cenrral 
Workers' Council, then it would be better ir rhey didn't take part. 
Because we will be examined under a ma1nifyin1 glass!" DeHnyi 
withdrew anyway , bttause he was offended . From then on we 
weren't able to act on 11 all wirh Csepel, which in my view was 
becau~ of 1h11. 31 Jinos Fazekas WIS voted out as well . After this 
my own innucnce in the Cenrral Council became stronger, and the 
1rovellin1 behaviour was left behind. . • · 

Wlt11 ldns did lhe Ce■lral Counc:ll's new lndershlp have? 
Fir\! or 111, that we should return 10 work, bring rhe men back inro 
the factories. (It was the 11th district workers ' council that firs I put 
this forward, but I w·■s thlnkina alona rhe same lines as well .) We 
couldn't allow Kadar's lot to be the ones to give work and bread to 
the workers, because then they would manipulate them . If rhc 
Central Workers' Council could brina the men back to work, back 
Into the factories, then it would be s1ren11hcnin1 its own r,o~ition 
as well - that WIS the idea. The workers' councils also had to be 
re-elected . (Kadar's lot were always goin1 on about 1he workers ' 



councils not being valid, because rhe workers weren ' t there in the 
ractories - as ir they, on the other hand, had been elected by 
publk a,clamation .. . ) Then arterwards on the 16th we went wi th 
rhis plan , with leanets calling for a return to work, to the Parlia­
ment ror more negotiations . I read our the appeal on the radio: at 
that time the studio was there , inside the parliament building. Ir 
wa~ on thi~ occasion thar Antal Apr6 came up with the sugaestion 
for rhrce members or the Central Council 10 be appointed to the 
Go\'ernment. ' 1 To that I replied : "What are you 1hinkin1? You 
think rhat's wh)' they sent me here, ro haggle over ministerial posi­
rions?! It would be belfer ir you would reply to my questions : 
When are the Soviet troops going lo leave? When will lmre Nagy 
rerurn lo lead rhe Government, and when will the workers ' coun ­
cils be given ltgal recognir ion?" 

Wasn't therr any Friction betwttn you and tht Soviet troops! 
Look, at that time lors or people were being deported . We had a 
three-member rescue committee, and rhey wenr regularly 10 rhe 
Russian headquarters to save pe_ople from deporration . Larer they 
arranged a meetin1 wirh General Grebennik, the Commander-in­
Chier. That 1\-.S larer, after 23 November, after the demonstration 
or silence, because I remember well that it was just then that three 
Soviet military historians came alon1 lo a meeting or the Central 
Workers ' Council, accompanied by J6zsef Sandor, to 1e1 10 know 
our standpoint. 

I remember one of them 1oin1 down into the street at noon, 
and comin1 back almost in tnrs on seeing how this city, where 
C.\'en at night life was colourful, had become dead for an hour. 
There wasn't a soul in the streers. because the Central Workers' 
Council had called on the people to demon~trare in this way on the 
nrst month's anniversary of the revolution . It was a couple of days 
after that that I 1,1,enl along 10 the Dlir~r Ajt6si Row, to \\hat used 
to be the building or rhe P:irly School, and where the Soviets now 
had their central headqu:irters. This was also an interesting pic­
ture: Grebennik and the other Russian orncers with the Kossuth 
emblem stitched on their jackets - you know, just like everybody 
was wearing durin1 the revolution - and when the duck \\·as ~erv­
ed with seed-cake, he sent back the cake, sayin1 he'd have it with 
bread like the Hun1arians. Grebennik was 1ood-naturcd towards 
u,, and I accepted to eat dinner with him, because I didn't want 10 . 
orrcnd the forei1ner's ttnse or hospitality. Incidentally, there was 
ahoanother reason why I went to see them, becau~ I didn't want 
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them - and through them, Moscow - ro get their information 
only rrom Udir's lot. I thought . I'll tell them sincerely what it is 
we \\ ant - arter rhar, let anyone else tell them \,harevcr rhey like. 
We met with some success as well, in reducing the deportations 
and gelling the cudew restrictions made a bit less se•·ere. Arter 1ha1 
I went another two times to their headqu:irrers . On one occasion I 
spoke with a huge Tatar or Mongol ; the second lime \\ ilh a stOl.'ky 
Russi_.,, I think he was Serov. " They \\ere no longer quilt so 
rriendly. 

How did you envlsa1e bulldlnlJ up a na1ion"ldr structun of 
worktn' rounrll,! 
The National Workers' Council was ne \ er fo rmed . We called 
together the delegates or workers ' councils from the whole count r~ 
to a conference in the SportS Stadium ror 8 o 'dock on the mornin1 
or 21 November. They rame as well , scnral hundred or them • 
but the Stadi • was so heavily surr, : del,'I by SoYiet 1ank,:1haf' 
not even a m e-cour◄ have got i . . ·l! ·\\enr ae-i sHb th 
Ml:MOSZ headquirtt!;!~4.'but they did.P t ·us: 'n ,there elthrr , 
and so some 60 o~ 7001';.lif 1 en1 o,·er 10 tht Ar ~ r~J:i.~eJ.. Only one 
or two or th~ provincial}ifilrg:11e~ go1 intci ·, smalfhall, and for 
that rr.,son alQne wcc.OUJdn't reall.y goahe It, ,ith form ing the Na­
tional Workers! Coun.cU.. But I had been hoping a bit that when it 
was rormcd I would no longer have to be president. True thou~ 
by that lime no one was really righ1in1 ro . llosilions : the roprs "'er.t. 
already 1ightenin1 in ■round us. Well any\\ay, we decided 10 pt!>?· 
lest with a 1wo-day strike, on 22-2Hf9vember, against the.pr . ·.­
tion of the mtttins, and 11ainst the It appins of lmre' Na · i 
The si1nific~nce or the slrikc aepeaF~ s that only two days rnli , 
we had brou1ht the men b:ick i{i io- the factories : now w(. ~ 
already calling them out on strike.'This once again proved •t 
stren1th of the Central Workets• Council. 

"'-J'(Jl·~ •~-~ i 
,\ •'f · _, ·: 1 

. Did ,·o• llan any roill c ·_· ,11&.,:i " · igy and his r0Ut11un! 
No, because we didn't 10 iii10 t e Yu1oslav Err,tijss_y; We did° 
want to make their already complicattd diplomalll ~situation i n 

·· more dtrn~ult . ~ut ~-e lurne~ of rheir kidnapping·. And, o.n the 
21st we wen1,11a1n,!~1~~P,.trha~ ent .. . But there's something I 'd 
for1011en to men. -f~!-.,lrhdy told them in the Central 
Workers' Council u · tve that a 101 of r,eoplt were saying I l!!U 
too youn1, perhapt: bot-he~dcd, maybe',they ,hould .~ t 
someone else In my plac :· ag.-m-1,-~i'i'me I hey eliefed-1, .-n~I 
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was aaain 1hr one 1010 lo ne101ia1e . We came 10 an a1reemen1 on 
two 1hin1s in the Parliament : that they should issue a decree 
reco1nisin1 lhe Workers' Councils and the Greater Budapest Cen­
tral Council, and that they should provide us with premisses. On 
one or the precedina days Jeno Fock had already been 10 see us to 
discuss lht draft decree which he had brouahr with him , because 
lhtrt WIS to be a cabiner meetina and he had 10 prepare for it . We 
spen1 1hr whole day workina on 1hr drart. Wt aareed on a final 
veriion, and we even kepi a copy ourselves - bur 1hen on rhe 22nd 
11 WIS none other rhan the ori1in1l, uncorrected version 1h11 was 
published as the Government's decree. H 

Whal eh1n1rt did 10■ makt lo lhe Government's draft? 

For the posts of racrory m1n11emen1 to be filled by comperition, 
and for the worke"' council 10 ha\·t rhe power 10 dismiss rhe 
manager - lhose sorts or things. But ii was already clear that 
you ' re was1ing your time sining down 10 negotiate with the 
Government - they don't take any no1ice, they just spit in your 
race. lnciden1ally, as I unders1and i1 , 1hese "changes" are by now 
the Government's proarammt. 

4 · Let's wall to Stt what really comes of It, s,ndor .• • 

Well, I don't know . There won't really be workers' councils, lhal 
much is already clear . 

And whal became of your other reque,t, for premlws? 

Al first 1hey wanled to ,ive us a place in 1he Minisrry of 
Agricuhure, but I wasn't havina 1ha1 : we weren't a minis1ry! Of 
course. the real reason I had in mind was 1h11 if we gol a place in 
suc11 a large buildina, ii would be easy for rhem to keep their eyes 
on us . I picked our a building 1h11 stood on irs own in the Andrassy 
s1ree1 , but 1hey also realised 1h11 in there we 'd be able 10 shut them 
out whenever we w1n1ed, and so lhey wouldn ' t give it us. Finally, 
on) December , we were given some rooms on the fifth noor of the 
MtMOSZ headquarters building, on the Gy0rgy D6zsa street. 

Whit h■ppentd afttr the decree on workers' coundls? 

The Government invited 1he \loOrkers' councils' presidents and the 
factory managers to a conference on 25 November.I' Sanyi Bali 
wenl to th is, because I was in Veszpr!m, al a meeting to form a 
county workers' council. They had sent a message, asking me to 
take part in their founding meeting . I wenl down in the factory ' s 
Packard . I was in a pretly embittered mood, and I was quire honest 
with them, as to rhe sort or aame the Governmenl was playing with 
.us . I went along to another workers' council ' s meet ing as well . The 
faclory ' s Obuda Red Star works sent a message that they were hav­
ing problems with the workers' councir there, because lhey were all 
Communists in it, and they weren 'I doing what the workers 
wanted. I went there and I called the men together . I expressed my 
thanks for the work done so ruby the workers' council, and I told 
them: now elect lhe ones that you want. In less than ten minutes I 
had the whole election sorted oul. Well, I come back from 
Veuprrm, and on rhe 271h there's yer another meeling with rhe 
Go,·ernmenr. This time I lead rhe delegation. They rake us inro the 
meet ing room, where an oval table has been laid for dinner . 
K~dar 's wife and another woman are bustling about, serving fried 
liver . I sit down on the sofa beside the wall , take out of my knap­
\ack 1he cheap sausa1e and bread I hat Szelvtnyi had pressed in10 
my hand\ earlier in ffle morning, and I take a snack on my own. 
I'm nor accepting rhis dinner, the one oHered by Kadar's lot. In 
rhe meantime Maro\An comes in and begin~ to splutter away: 
"Well, the famous steelworker\! We baken are bak ing the bread , 
while the famous \teelworken are out on srrike. Not everyone who 
wean 0\·erall, is neces,arily a worker ... " 11 But nobody took any 
no1ii:e or him, and he disapp~ared baclc into his room. Ar 11 
o\:lod KAdar came in. and I "'ei1hed in wilh my questiom: 
"\\lhar is Mr. Kadar's opinion about what has been happening? 
The kidnappina or lmre Nan, the strike, the arresrs -or 
,,orkers ... ?" At this he jumps up, uyin1 it's more rhan his nerves 
can tal;e . This time I hadn'I lei him have us quutioned in ad\·ance; 
he hadn't heen able to prepare, and so the smile wilted from his 
l'a,:e. Afrer that, thar was indeed rhe end of the meetin1. 
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Dldn ' I Joa hue any rurthtr neaotlatlons! 

We did, once more, on 6 Decem~r . Bur by then our relation~ wi 
lhe Governmenr had become very embi11ered . The Commun i 
Party was also gelling organised by then , while rhe Cen rr 
Workers' Council 100 was gelling ever stron11er . We had \tt 1 
sub-commiuees: the press and information sect ion under Miki, 
Sebestyin, the organisational group led by Ferem.:e Toke , a grn1 

concerned with economic questions. and some others . N On rt 
281h we wanted to publish lhe Workers• New.f, edited b)· G) u 
Obersovszky . .., The proofs were already heing run orr ..... h, 
J6zsef Sindor telephoned to say 1h11 the Government v,ou· 
regard it IS a hosrile step. "All right," I reply, " We'll stop II 
printin1 then - We'll show you our good faith ." 

Tolles: student ftaden put their demands 

So only a stencilled Information Bulletin was published . Th 
were three issues. if I remember well; the lasl of them . maybe, o 
December." There's something else thar happened al 1h is time ti 
I cons ider very important. A grey-haired man ..:ame to see me 
even today I don't know his name - and ga,e me a 40-page rn 
lexl of a plan for recovery . It was concerned mainl y with econor 
questions, bur touched on polit ical issues too . Ar rhe time of , 
arrest they look it away from my office, and it is menlior.ed 
Janos Molnir's book as rhe economic programme of the Cen1 
Workers' Council. Well, it wasn ' I originally our programme. a 
nothing ever came of it, but we were in agreemenl with mos1 of 
and we wanted to put it forward for debate, bul we never 1101 a\ 
as thal. -z 

What were lht m■ln ldus of lhls proaramme! 
Such things, for instance. as for unprofitable cnterpri\es to be le; 
ed out to the workers .. . In other words, whal is nowadays virtua 
the Government's programme. 

Whit further moves were there In your struaales with the Go•tr 
ment! 
First of all, they tried very hard lo get us to worl rogcther "'·irh 1 

rrade unions . SZOT delegations had visited Yugo1lavia well b(fc 
23 Oclobcr, and 1hey had worked oul a dra ft pla n fo r wor~c 
councils on the basis of their experiences there . Bui I didn ' r w ~ 

to see rhe workers' councils subordinaled to the SZOT, and rhc 
was no way I wanted lo have anylhing ,o-do with Sandor Gjsp; 
He had already had his chan..:e 3\ a trade union leader in 1he Rj~ , 
era . Bui they put a lot or presmre on us lo co-operate wirh r 
unions.•J 

The other issue was the two demonstrations: the womc1 
demonstration, and the demonstralion in support or the Go,cr 
mcnr on 6 December. Incidentally, the women •~ demonstration , 
4 December didn'I have the prior authori\ation or the Ccn1 , 
Workers' Council, because many people said it would serve as 
provoc:alion - rhey IA<0uld be fired upon. and afterward\ · 
would be held responsible. I didn't agree wirh th al, but I had 10 , 

cepl lhe wishes or the majority. In lhe end the demonstration,. 



very moving and beautiful. The women and the sirls marched to 
the 1rave of rhe unknown warrior in Heroes' Square. When they 
101 there they took out national 0115 from under their coits-ind 
unfurled them, and then ench one pla"d I nower on the grave . By 
the end it was covtred in a whole mountain or nowers . There were 
so many nowers, that the nags with the Soviet emblem cut out 
could be Slood up in the middle. We praised the women in the /11. 
formation Bulletin, to make up for not having supported them in 
advance. The other demonstration, the Communist one, WIS on 
the 6th. They marched out on to the streets, sinain1 and carrying 
red na1s, and arrived in front of the Western Railway Station 
about 4 o'clock, just when the workers from AnayalfOld and 
Ujpest were setting there - they 11ve the demonstrators a 1ood 
lhrashina ... Al the time, on the afternoon of the 6th, we were in 
the Parliament where we'd 1one with our Mtmorandurn. KAdAr's 
lot wanted to blame us for the disturbances . "Hold it a minute!" I 
snid, "It's whoever permitted rhe demonstration who's responsi­
ble for the provocation!" It WIS too soon for demonstrations in 
support of the Government, for mar china out under red naas! The 
Government's reply 10 our Aftmorandum was supposed to be 
broadcast on the radio the following day, the 7th, but not a word 
about it came from Kadar's lot . 41 

We called a dclc11te conference or the National Workers' 
Council for I December. Ferenc Toke organised ii, and I was the 
only one to know about the arrangements, because we had leuned 
from our earlier experiences . The conference be1an at 9 o'clock in 
lhe mornins, in 1he MlMOSZ headquarters. I didn't 10 in, 
because lhe Central Council had taken the view that I shouldn't 
preside, because I mighl innuencc lhc ~elegates. (I've for101tcn to 
tell you: on 6 December I asked lhe Central Council lo vote a1ain 
on who should be lhe president, because many people were saying 
I was influible and insulting with the Governmenl, that it wasn't 
possible to negotiate with me - but once again I was the one they 
elected.) Anyway, the meeting begins, and then about 10 o'clock 
J6zsef Sandor rings up, saying don ' t you dare 10 hold the con­
ference, because the Government is very much against it. I tell him 
that I'm here in the office , and { don't know whether there's any 
such meeting or not. Then about noon there's another, a far more 
important phone call : in Salg61arjan they're nring on the workers, 
more than ~O are dead ." I imm~· 'iately called the delegate from 
Salg61arj~n out from the conference, and asked him if he knows 
su.:h and such a person, and if he's reliable . (I didn'I tell him 
straight away why I was asking him this, because I first wanted to 
check the facts .) The delegate said the person phonin1 was com­
pletely reliable. so I rang up the Soviet headquarters, and then the 
Government as well, and asked them who was responsible for the 
shooting. I didn't get any replies to my question . I went into the 
hall, where there'd already been several people asldna: "Where is 
Sindor Rkz? Why isn't he here?'' I go up in fronl or the platform, 
and explain why I'm not the one presiding, and I 1ive them the 
news that's come from Sala6tarjan as well. The mood in the hall 
was tense already - I could feel it . People got up 10 speak one 
after another, and then unanimously accepted a proposal for a 
48-hour slrike. Bui we ordered a ban on any news about the deci­
sion until I a.m. on the morning of the 9th, lest the delegates be 
picked up while travelling home. The Central Council also drew up 
an appeal to the workers of the world, asking them to support the 
Hungarian workers in their struggle for a life without fear. It was 
later reported in the world's press. As a mailer of fact, the strike of 
11 - 12 December and the appeal were the last things we did . We 
didn't have anythina left 10 say 10 Kldlr's lot who, in place or 
negotiatin1 with us, had fired on us. You know, it's my feeling that 
the Central Workers' Council or Greater Budapnt put its stamp 
on the whole revolution, showing that this wasn't an uprisin1 of 
hooligans, but of the workers. 

After , ... you 'll'Crt lffHtecl ••• 

Yes, in the Parliament. Bali and Ricz were summoned to the 
Parliament on the I Ith in the name of the Government, or rather 
the Central Commillee. (The other members of the Central 
Workers' Council were by then already under arrest, while the 
Central Council had been banned. We stayed inside the factory for 
two days - they didn't dare come for us there). Then on the I Ith 
&-rtalan &-recz comes in to see us, along with the Party s«retary 
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for Baranya county - I don't remember his name - and asks us 
to go to the Parliamenl . We araued with them for several hours, 
because we were unwilling lo go - I knew what we could expect. It 
wasn ' t that I wanted to hide, because then too, just as today, I ac­
cepted the responsibility for what I had done, but I felt better in 
the factory - if I was so important for them, then let them come 
for me there. In the end, we went with them anyway. The corridors 
of the Parliament were packed with people, which wasn't usual. 
b~t by then I was no longer surprised by anything . Berecz spoke 
with the man on the door for a couple or minutes - that hadn ' t 
happened before - then he comes over to us and explains he has 10 
go for a pa.u (passes hadn't been needed before) . "0.K." I SI)' , 

"We'll wait here". As the door opens, I sec two black cars pullina 
up In front of the buildin1. Several chinless youths gel out or them, 
and start 1skin1 10 Stt people's papers . I turn round 10 one of 
them: "I'm SAndor Ricz, I'm the one you've come for . There's no 
need to carry on with this identity checking." At this he says that 
they had indeed come for me - and they're already taking me our 
to the car. One of them pushes his machine gun into 'my side. 
"There's no need for that ," I tell him, "I'll go without that ." 
"Hold your cheek, laddie, just get moving!" he replies - in other 
words, the usual A VO manners. Sanyi is bundled into the other 
car, and we're taken across the Margaret bridge to the FO street 
prison. It was a gorgeous morning, the sun was shining .. . 
They took B1II to the same place? 
Yes, but he was let out a few days later, and they only pulled him in 
again in March . Just so you'll sec what kind of man he was, you 
should know that they told him that if he would give evidence 
against me, they'd let him free - but he wasn 't prepared to do 
that, even though he had a wi!e and two little children waitina for 
him at home. They gave him twelve years. 

F1yin1 tire /101: worlctrs rally lo revolulio,r 

How 10■1 were )'OIi la the ra Stl'fff pruo■f 

For nine months; then I was taken to the Mark6 street jail. That 's 
where I got my number: 50-834 (Try it on the lotto - it might bring 
you luck!)" The first thing I did in lhe FO street was to sleep the 
clock round for two days - I hadn't seen a bed since 28 October. 
My first interrogator was Lieutcnaht S!ndor Klsa - I told him 

·cvcry1hin1, just as I'm tellina you now, there was nothing to deny. 
Then someone called lzler - at least that's how he was known -
continued my interroaation. He even pressed a picture of the Isl 
May procession under my nose, sayin1 "Well, Rkz, fuck ii, ,,.hat 
is it the worken want? You're rottin1 away here, while your 
worken, lhey're 1ppl1udin1." I spenl a month in solitary as well . I 
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had timt to think about the revolution, brcauSt durin& the evtnts I 
didn ' t really havt timt for such thinas. 

Wh11 tonc:luslont did you come 10! 

Well, lou of 1hin1s, but above all to the conviction that the revolu­
tion would ha\e ,uccredcd even if they were ro urcute the whole 
lot of us - because it showed just how much force, and what 
means, had to be used 10· crush it! Anyway I really expected to be 
oecuttd - thou1h I hadn't delivered a blow 10 anyone, I hadn't 
taken tuppence from anybody - because the parliamentary Com­
munists hated me so much because of the way I behavtd. I 
couldn't believe they would leave me al ive. Neither during my trial 
nor since have I ever denied the revolution . It went under 1h11 
name in my ,rial record too. And after all Death is no enemy to inc, 
as I'm a religious man. 

Thtr~'s somelhln1 I'd 11kt to ■sk you 1bou1, s,11dor. l'•·e oflrn 
hurd 11 said - lllou1h, 10 lrll thr truth, l'n hurd 1hr opposite 
too - that In 1956 lhtre werr 111U-semillc: sl011111 ... 

Look, that's quite simply not true; at least I never came acr~ss 
anything like that amongst the workers . It's true that there was in­

deed a v~ry strong feeling against the A VO and against the ap­
paratu\, and it's certainly true that these ...,,re packed out with 
Je...,, - but rhe non -Jewish A VO wa\ hated just as much as the 
Jewi\h one . And after all. how many Jewi\h fellow prisoners could 
I li\t 10 you, who were far belier than many others? Look. if so­
meone knows his job, and if he's acceptable as a per\on, then he's 
OK by me . For me, that's the measure . For instance, there was an 
elderly Jewish rate-fixer at our place - he wa.s very decent, 
becau~e he left us 10 gel on with our jobs . And it wu a Jewish lad 
who rim told me about the Pet Ori Circle ... In fact this same 
youngster asked me to go with him 10 the West on 6 November . He 
w:is ,ure his uncle would be able to fix me up with something; but I 
didn 't go because I had things IC> do here .. An)'way, it was_ the 
younger one, who stood on our side, on the side of the revolu11on . 
The older one\ were no longer very keen 10 gel involved - they'd 
had rhcir ,hare of bad historical experiences . The more reasonable 
Jew\, however, \hould have felt \0mc responsibility for the situa­
tion after 194S - amonast the Jews who'd been deportc<L,1d then 
later came back, there were some who were prcpartd to use just as 
extreme method, as had been used against them. But in my opi­
nion, one crime doesn't justify another . 

Whrn was srntrnc:r pissed on you! 

On 17 March 19S8. on my twenty-fifth birthday. Life. Al first they 
had wan red 10 "age a really big trial - with 86 defendants, all the 
worken' council activists whom they'd rounded up. But later they 
\eparated them up - which was fortunate, btcause in such a 
mon\ler-trial al least ten death sentences would have been handtd 
out. So ii came 10 be Ricz, Bali, J6zsef Nemeskeri, Uulo Ab6d 
and Endre Mc\ter - this was the workers' council trial.C'There's 
one further interesting thin& about it - how we finally escaped the 
rope . After our sentences, we had appealed, but then one day 
Marika Bali acts a phone call: "They're 1ettin1 the rope ready for 
the worken' council activists; they ,hould withdraw their ap­
~al\!" 

To under\land thi,. you have 10 know chat under the new law~ 
for the people's court\ brought in after the revolution, even if the 
prom:urion hadn'.J ap~aled for a stiffer sentence, the judge could 
increase rhe sentence on appeal. We'd originally been given twelve 
yean. and lire. but we'd appealed . After l_he phone call Marika 
wrung her hand\, becau,r ,he couldn't think of any way or 1e11ing 
the new, ro Sandor . Al 1ha1 time 1hry weren't le11 in1 anybody, n<>f­
t\·en relative, or lawvrn. in lo \CC u, . Someonr advi,ed her to ,ay 
,he "an1ed ro have ihe children adopted - they couldn't rduse 
her a ,i,it for 1h11 . So Marflca 1e1\ 10 come in for a vi,il, and ,he 
ltll• Sanyi that ,hr', going ro have the children adopltd, if hr 
;i~r,..t< . S:Jndor "enr pale. He lo,1 hi, temper. "You bitch!" he 
,~id 10 her, ''How l·an you think of ,uch 11hin1!" Never in his en­
tire lire had ht u<rd ,uch lan1uagr 10 his wife. Marika then begins, 
n•ry ,lo\\ly .ind quirt I~·. 10 "plain 10 him: "You mu,1 unden11nd, 
Sandor, it's po,,it,le 1ha1 tomorrow you'll no lonaer be here .. ," 
H,..:,rintt rhi\, rhe ,crew immtdiately jumps up, and puti an end to 
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their talk . They lead Sandor away, but he calls back : "Thank ~-oi.i 
Marika, thank you!" Marika calls after him : "All fhe or you 
mind!" So ii comes about lhar al lhe next ses,ion, "'hl!n tht pro 
securor asks whether we are proceeding with our appeals. o 
whether we accept the original judgement. we ger up one afre 
another to withdraw our appeals. The judge would ha\e strung 
the lot or us up. Thal was a rime when they "ere very free in han 
ding out the rope - you know, ii always depended on jusr ,.h, 
had most recently been 10 visit the Government and why. 

WIien wrn you 11kfn ■ fltt the fo slrut? 

To 1hr national prison at Vk. That's interesting roo - ho"' rhe 
took me 10 Vac. They stuck me on my own into the prison van. an, 
sat an armtd 1uard ne1tl 10 me. Al other times they had always lei: 
the prisoners separated from the armed guards. During 1h 
journey we slop once at a petrol station, and they ask me 10 pas 
down the empty petrol cans from the van - the door of the priso: 
van is wide open in front of me . You know, I had the reeling 1ha 
lhey were counting on me trying to escape, and they 1hey ,oul, 
have finished me off. We fi nally arrived al Vk, :ind I wu pur o. 
the ground noor . A couple of days later they put lmre Mees in,. il l 
me - we'd both been al 1he ltchnical university al the ,ame rime 
He was also doing life, although al first he 'd been sentenced 1, 
death. So we sal there in the cell, 1wo twenty-five-year-old lift!\ 
and yet we couldn't take ii all seriouslf - after all, you couldn ' 
really, not in your right mind. I remember lmre leachin, m 
maths. One of the problems he set me still rings in my ears : •· Ho, 
would a ,pider make iu way aero~~ the wall, if it wanted to get b 
the shor1es1 pos~ible route from one corner of the ctll to rht corne 
diagonally opposite?" It's unforgettable that one because, yo, 
know, there are no spiders in the cells. Everywhere people live 
spideri live too, but not in 1hr cells. 

How Iona were you ■t v,c! 

Until the hun1er strike in April 1960. I should mention that I 1c 
5p«ial trratmenl there too. They didn't let me 10 10 .work 



...... ..• 

alrhough ,~. / could have made aood use or me in rhe bu11on rac•­
lory, and I was kepi under the strictest supen·ision . The hunger 
strike rook place arter the restricted "cadres" amnesry or 1960. Ir 
may seem insulting to rhose released then, but it's no less true, rhar 
the only people released were rhose who were well-kno.,.n . '° Bur 
try ro understand: whar .,.e protested against wasn't that rhcy were 
released, bur 1ha1 we, the resr orus, were kepi inside . For rhar, rhe 
enrire prison wenr sponraneously on hunger srrike. They wanted 10 
hold Old Pisla Bib6 and Arpi Gonez responsible ror organising the 
strike - they said they were trying from there, from inside rhe 
prison, 10 overthrow the srate , the people's republic .'' It ' s enough 
to say that on the third night of the strike they rounded us up rrom 
the cells, and packtd us to overflowing - we couldn't eirher budge 
or brtathe - into six prison vans . There was a needle-sized hole in 
the roof of our van, and at dawn one of us managed 10 get a glimp­
se throuah it of the to"n we v.ere being driven through . It was 
Miskok . Thal really 101 us worried that they might be raking us 
out of the country, be,ause rhen we would really be in ror ii. Final­
ly, however, we were let out into the yard of the prison ar Sa1oral­
jnujhely, and each van-load was put in a separate cell. I found 
mysctr rogethcr with Old Pista Bib6, Ferenc Mtrei. Jeno Szell, 
Pisra Mariin and some others ." The months that followed were 
hard ones. in almost-roral isolarion, and It was only slowly rhal 
thinl!s began to improve. Some time later sillleen of us were one 
day lined up 10 be taken away. When they brought rhe chain, to 
chain us up, I asked them to leave 1ha1 out. "We're workers," I 
said, "We've accepred the · responsibility for wh:11 we've done, 
.,.hal we've been sentenced for . We're not going 10 try and escape" 
- but they still chained us up-together all the same. When they 
chained us up, we started to sing with our full lungs rhc l11ttrna­
tio11al, and we raised our vokn most of all when we got to the line 
lhal goes: "And the last fight let us fight!" The screws scurried 
around all over the plac(, and finally ii wu like this, chained up 
together and sinaina, that they packed u, into the prison "an. We 
lepton sin1in1 all the way throu1h the town, and we only stopped 
when we reached the main road. 

HUNGARY 
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They brouahr us 10 Budapest, 10 the Gyiijto, the central prison . 
T_hey nteded toolmakers in the roy factory, and they purus 10 
work rhere. Incidentally, as I "as being punished with loss of 
privileges, I wasn't allowed to buy urra rood from outside and 
have ii sent in, and so my mates ga1;e me bits and pieces - that 
they look from their own mouths . It bothered me a lot, 10 be kept 
in ~uch a situation . I wrote a leller to the prison governor, sa)'in1 
1ha1 ir rhcy have me doing physic:il work, rhen rhcy should lct me 
have rood sent in 100. They shouldn ' t expect me ro work my bone~ 
10 the marrow, nor 10 have ro car other people's share . The ans"·er 
- thirty days on strict rarions . You know whar that is? One dav 
half rations, rhe nur day jusr warer. After rhe 1hir1y days were.up ·1 
was again banned from work , and inro the bargain they stuck me 
in amongst spies . 11 was only somctimc in 1961 rhat rhey allowed 
me 10 work again . V. t had 10 remove stamps from envelopes ror 
selling 10 stamp collectors, and 10 sorr them our inro li11le packtts. 
Herc I got the chance to ralk a lot with Old Pisra Bib6, while we 
were removing rhe sramps. Larer on rhey moved me 10 r~e carpen­
try workshop . I had a bir of bother there too, because they wanted 
10 use my work as a standard for selling norms. bur I didn't ler 
them. Afrcr all. I had once been an apprentice carpenter , and I 
could handle the rools belier than the others - so I didn ' t allow ii. 
Another thing abour my rime al rhe G_YiJjtO : it was there 1~a1 I 
complercd my eighth year of schooling. In 19S6 wirh seven years 
schooling behind me I defended rhe cause of the Hungarian 
workers, and then in the prison I have teachers like Professor 
Merci and Gyorgy Lirv.in.H In 1967 after my release I complctcd 
my schooling 11 nigh! school. I didn't apply there first, but to rhc 
Oonith Binki technical school but they rejected me, on orders 
from above. I wanted 10 go 10 University 100, bur 1ha1 wasn't the 
way my lire was 10 be . It was only prisons they built ror me, not 
universil ics. 

Whtn Wfrt )'OU rf'ltaJtd! 

In the big amnesty of 1963. on 28 March .'' I wanred 10 go back 10 
the factory, to rhe Beloiannisz, but rhey wouldn' t let me . Arter 
that some 2S large racrories returned my cards, un ril I finally 101 
work with a pri vate tool filler . True, it wasn 'I in my real trade, but 
as a filler. bur rhen I had 10 find some means or earning a living. 
Finally on J August I got taken on as a loolmaker ar rhe Telecom• 
municarions Coopcrarive where I srill work today, though since 
1979 only as an ou,,.orker . 

Why have your conntclion5 with th, Coop,,-tlv, gol so loose? Do 
you com, out belltr financially, or what ... 

Look, there's more than one re3son for rhat . The firsr is that my 
family lives ar lz.sak . Ir "'as in Izsak 1ha1 I mer my wife Anik6, once 
when I wenr there 10 visit my sisrcr . We 101 married on 23 Octobe( 
1973 in the Miry:h Church, and we have two small children: Anik6 
who 's eight, and rhe six year old Sanyi . My wife inherited a house 
at Izsak and that's how the family ended up there. The other 
reason was that I ftll out with my section he3d . It was quite a com­
plicated business - which arose from rhe fact that I rhen had two 
half-job~ . One involved going out as a machine 1001 specialist 10 
the company's branches in the countryside 10 carry out repairs on 
their equipment, and rhe other was working inside on a bench 
repairing the factor)' 's own instruments . Once I came back rrom 
two days away on a job to find myself faced with my things ha, ing 
been swept away from my workbench , and someone else working 
al my bench . I went 10 the section head and asked him: "Where 
were you taughr 10 treat a worker like this? ·If in rurure you aive me 

_ the right working condirions, rhen I'll be rhe one to carry out rhe 
work that's enrrus1ed 10 me!" A monrh larcr he wrore a leller to 
the boss, ~ayina he didn't need me 10 work ror him any longer. 
Arter that I felt 1ha1 I should put a greater distance between us . 
And also I 101 the feeling, in 1979, as if somethin1 was chanaing in 
the world - and I rhought it might be beuer ror me to draw back 
and make way for orhcn, because they had painred such a black 
picture or me,~, me up in such a negative liaht, I reared I would 
only compromise things, if somcthing should start 10 happen . So I 
withdrew back 10 Izsak. My assured monthly waae is 6~0 forinu"; 
I do some h()(in1 in the aarden, I also have a little polythene 
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gre<nhoust, and I 1row mushrooms in the cellar. There's another 
inttresring thing - how I came to be a pusant once aaain . There 
v.u a woman secretary in the Cooperative whom I didn't par­
ticularly like, and one day I accidentally travelled in to work 
together with her on the tram. We were already sit1in1 facin1 each 
other, and so it was 100 late lo avoid each other. She takes out a 
new\paptr. takes ii apart and aives half or it to me, for me to read. 
That's whtre I find the advert, for a course in mushroom 1rowin1 
at rhe Agricultural University . I enroll. I complete the course, and 
this is how I become a peasant once again, workin1 on the land. I 
can support myself. I don't have to 10 be11in110 anybody for a 
bonus. 

How do )OU SH 1hr sllu1llo11 and prospects of wortrn lod1y? 

A diHiculr question . Wt should have to talk about ii for at least as 
long we we've been talking so far, for me to express my views ac­
cura1ely . Still, 10 put it brieny: in my view the situation of the 
working man today is more dishearrcning than it was in 194.S-6, 
because the unity rhat was produced by the war and many other 
common problems didn't 10 on to develop in a way that would 
hav·r served the inlCrests of the Hungarian workers. I sec ii as the 
greatest scandal that after 1948 the regime didn't help to assist in 
the forming and deepening or the .,.orkers' consciousness. Instead 
- in e\tablishing its system or informers - it undermined the very 
workers ' unity that should in fact have been the starting point for 
the development of a true workers' power . In 1956 these workers 
v.·ho'd been cheated before, now judged their situation correctly 
- they stood firmly and resolutely on the side of the revolution, 
and thev defended it for as long as they had tnergy left lo do so. 
They did so because they recognised the historical moment. They 
saw it .,. as possible 10 establish a free society without exploitation 
in Hungary . for my part I hold the actions of the Hungarian 
workers in 1956 to be rhc most important political and historical 
events in the history of the Hungarian workers' movement; 
because they acted for themselves, without being manipulated by 
anybody . 

II has always bten difficull to be a working man, but lo do 
one's work honourably is even more diffic•JII . tr anythina disturbs 
the composure or the working man - whether it be for political, 
economic, social or family reasons - it becomes evident in his 
work at once. That's why .,.e need at last a form ofsocial organisa­
tion that v.ill care for and protect all its members. all those who 
consrruct , produce and create . Because let's accept it, the manual 
worker today doem't have any honour - and yet without that no 
~ocier\· is capable or e~is1ing . Above and beyond that, we should 
especi~lly honour those who care to think as ~ell, ~nd if !t 
sometimes happens that the occasional person gets ideas into their 
head thar arc not to rhe likina of the powers that be, that's no 
reason to chop off their head . 

Whal do )'OU think of lllt Polish workers' fflO\'tfflnlT 

Look, I can't give you an answer to that. More to the point, I don't 
v.anr 10. bccau\C it's again a very complicated question. and I 
don't have enough room 10 fully express my opinion, And it's far 
from sure that I judae cver)'thing correctly. Things look different, 
if you think them over "'hilc you're hoeing in the garden, and dif­
ferent again if you're in po\scssion of all the information, and you 
look at them from the viewpoint of the political leadership. Bui I 
rhink you can guess where my hean draws me . 

Ha"t ,·ou '"" bttn ■broad? 

No. l'vt a,kcd for a passport three times since 1963, but it's been 
refu\Cd : "Still under the force of punishment" - that's.--what 
they ' ,·e wri1tcn on the paper.!~ 

H1un·1 , ·ou ■sktd for ■ pardon! 

No. Look, I didn'I ask them to give me a lift scntenct, and I'm nol 
,oin~ to""' them 10 sive me a pardon. 

Whtrt •ould ,ou most lib to ao. If ,·ou t'ould! 

To India. to Japan, 10 the islands. Bttause there somehow 
hun1ani1,· has Lept in belier accord wilh nature than In the case of . 

the Europtan ptoplcs. Ordinary people arc- more human there a~ 
well . The West has no anraction for me, becau\e I'm not m:oncil­
ed with the West. In 1956, and al Trianon 100 . they left us to our 
fate, from shorl-sightedncss. We were puni~hcd with Trianon for 
the Council Republic - after that we rook \ides whcre,·cr we 
hoped to find better treatment for our injuries . '' It ..,-as :ii most "a\ 
though we were forced into it. And in 1956, when they homhed the 
Suez Canal, ii was as if they were giving a free hand to the S,w,cr 
Union to overrun us - which was again ju~t ,horHighh:dne~, on 
lhc West's part. 11 

I lhlnk I've 101 you lo <'Onfess quilt 1101. Is lhert anythina fin ■II, 
1h11 yo■ wo■ld like lo say yourself! · 

I am very pleased that al last after twenty )'tar\ \0mconc come~ 
and asks me about those events that played such a large part in 
determining the nation's future life. Because whclhcr we ralk 
about the 1956 revolution or not, it's there in our e,tr,da,· life. 
Those political, economic and social problem~ are ju~t J\ much 
alive today as they were in l9S6. and so long dS 1he~ arc not resoh -
eel, they can only grow and spread further . Tho~, drar:naric dale\ 
which the world already knows - I 9S6, 1968, 1980 - lhcy arc all 
evidence that the Hungarian people had right on their \Ide in 1956. 
They arc also evidence of how wrongly the politician\ in po"'cr in 
those times judged even the decisive evcnls of their a!e, And ir '\ an 
immeasurably 1reat crime that even today, in 1983, I Mill can't ralk 
in public, rrccly, sincerely and without rear about 1'1~6 and ah~,ut 
those thinas in which I played a part and in whkh I was a leader . I 
know one can'I spend one's whole life being a revolutionar,, hut I 
also know that tire is only worth living if we remain true to the 
sacred ideas of lhc Hungarian revolution of 1956. 

I ·,.,ould 11kt lo lhank you for lht <'onvers11lon. and in tht n■mr of 
Buzffo loo, lo wish you m■ay m~rr happy birthday~. 

(Tht inttrvitw was conducted by Scindor S:1/ti~.•, anti /int .ip 
ptared in tht Hungarian sami..dat joumul B.:,ldO, n" 
Budapest, /98J, on tht occasion of Stindur Rae:\ Jiftitth Im 
thday.J 

Translation © Bill Lomax /984 
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I. Tht Hungarian ,,,ond army ~uHtrtd ,ata\lrophi, lo«t< on 1he Ru1-
1i1n rrun1 in lht ,.initr or 1942-·IJ in 1hr Vallry or 1hr Rivtr Don . 

2. 1,,u ... h,re Ria and hi, ramily ,1ill lht today. i, a ,irra,e ,.;,ha 
r,orulalion ur almo,1 8.000 1n !ht neirhbourhood of Ktc<kemtf. abou1 
110 kilomctrt, ,ou1h or Budapt<I . H6dmtto,·a,~rhel~·. "htrt hr ,.a, 
born. i, a larftr ,o,.n in lht ~outh-ea11 of H11n1ary do<r to S1tfcd and 
1hr \'u10,la, hordtr , 

J, Tht ha,1 or 1hr A«ump1ion of the Virpin Mary. al,o kno .. -n 11 1hr 
Da)· of Our L■d)" in Han·c1t. 

• · The lkloi1nni11 rac1ory , rormtrl~ th, American-o,. ned Bud1~11 
S1andard Elf\.'lrk Comp.my. producin1 ,1,,1,ical rquipm,nl i1 in 1he 
J:elrnrold or rlt\tnlh dimic1 or Budap,<1 . 

S. Th, ,,.o "orltr<' parlit<, lht Hunaarian Communi11 Party and 1hr 
S<xial Dtm0\"ra1ic Party. wrrt uni1td into 1 1inJlt par1r under 1he 
namr Hungarian Worktr<' Party 11 a joint con11rr« in Jun, 19J8. after 
!ht So.:ial Dtmocra1ic ri1h1 htadtd by Anna Ktlhly and oppo,,d 10 ru -
1ion had atrudy bftn t,p,11,d (rom lht par1y . In ,rr,c, 1hr union 
m,ant the 1wallowinf-up or 1he Social Dtmocra1k Par1y by 1h, Com ­
mun""· and in 19,o 1h, former ltrt-,.inJ 1ocial demo(ral< who had 
lllf'f'O'ltd union "'"' aho upelltd from 1hr new party, and lhtir 
kader< Arp;ld Szakasi1< and G~Or,r Maro,;ln 11rr<1td . 

In February 19,o •everal mana1tri of 1hr American o"ned S1an­
dard Eltclric Company , laltr ,allrd 1he Brloianni , z. ""' brou,h1 10 
1rial charred wilh economic 11bo1agr and r<piona,r a1ain<1 1hr 
Hun11arian People '• Republic . Amon1,1 lho~e pul on lrial werr a U.S. 
ciliztn Robert Voarltr and a Bri1ish citiun Ed Jar Sandtrs ,. ho '"" 
charrrd ,.ith h1vin1 direci,d 1hr 11bc-1agr and t<piona1, acti,·itie, on 
behalf of tht American and Brili1h 1ecrt1 ,er vier< . Voarler and Sand,rs 
wtrt <rnltnctd 10 " and I J y,ars imprisonm,nl rts~ti,,ly , 

19,o ,.a, 1 yur or moun1ing indu,trial conOi.:1 ,. ;,h worker< ' 
rt<i<tanet to a11,mpu 10 (ordbly raise product ion fordnf ,.a,e rises 
and fall, in productivity . The regime rnponded by arres1inp hundrtds 
of former 10\"ial dtmocral trade unionist< and imprisonin1 1hou•ands 
of v,orktr< on char gt< of ,,.indlin1, sabotage and anti -Sovitt 1ctivi1in . 

6. R~,z rtftn hert a9ain to 1hr 1..-0 ,.orktrs' parlits, 1hr Social 
Democrats and the Communis11 . 

7, Under 1h, pitct-ralt ,ysrrm introduced by the CommunillS. 
111khanovite1 wrrt ou111andina ,. orkers who overfilltd production 
norm, and "'"' rt,.a,dtd by impressiH bonusrs . Thtir achievrmen,~ 
"''" 1hrn usr.J 10 raist 1h, oulpul norms for other ,.orltrs. The pr8' -
1ice ,..., rinl developed in tht So,iet IJnic,n in the l9JOs . 

a. lmrr Nan, who as Minis1tr or Agr ic ulture in 194, had brought in 1hr 
~•war land reform , ,.as ar,poinltd Huniarian prime mini~rer in June 
19'1 in plac, or lht former s1alini11 dk1a1or M,1y;ls RUosi, and 
1u1hori,,d to introduce a programme of reforms kno,.n a, the "Ntn 
Cour1,· •. • 

Naay 's reform proaramme includtd rrstrictina 1he role of th, \latt 
security organ,, the Hungarian se"et police who ""e commonly 
kno,.n by thrir ini1 ials a, rht A I -0. 

RHo,i , ho""'"'· remained a, parly <rcrttary and 1f1tr 1he fall of 
the SMitt luder Malenko, , lmrt Nag} ,. as dismi<1td 31 Hun1arian 
rrim, mini11er in March 195,: Rakosi rtturntd to supreme JlO'""· and 
the policit< or lht New Course"'"' brouaht 10 • halt . 

9. At the Twentieth Con1rrss o{ rhe Communist Party of the So, iel 
Union in February 19,6. Khrushchev madt his famous "stcrtl Sptt.:h" 
denouncinJ 1hr errors and crimes of the Sulin er• . and launched a pro, 
aramme or dt1talini1ation c1llin1 for economic and political reform, 
lhroughout the Sovitt bloc . 

10. The Hun11rian rt"olu1 1on 111rttd on 2J O,:tober 19,6 when Hungarian 
sludtnf\ marched throuah 1hr ,1rcets of Budape,t declarin1 lheir sup­
port ro, the recent .:han1,s in Poland ,.h,re the national communi<I 
Gomulh had come 10 power, and callin1 for similar chanse, in 
Hunt■ rY. for a new Govern men I and P1r1y leadership and rhe rtturn to 
powrr of lmrr Nan , The Hunaarian Communist Par1y leaders rucltd 
in a way that only poured oil on the n1mt1. The Mini<trr of lnttrior, 
Liu16 Piros, went on 1he radio 10 i«ut a ban on 1hr demon,tr11ion. 
but later the ban wu called off. In the evenini, ho,.evcr, Communi,1 
Pariy ludrr Erno CtrO made I broad,ast in ,. hi.:h ht dcnoun(td 1he 
dcmnn,traton •~ rtat:lionary elcmen,, ,~clr.inat to O'-·erthrow the 
SO\"iali,r order. The-spuches ,erved to further inname the mood of 
revolt . 

II . Ont or the ,tudrnt,' demand• had bcrn for the remov3f or the Stalin 
statue on !ht ed1e of the city park "hkh they~,. a1 "lhe <ymhol uf 
tyranny and opprt«ion", and this "h une ol the lir.1 demand, 10 ht 
realised by a crowd o{ Hungarian worker< ori 1hr rvrnin1 or 2} Cxtohtr 
who, after many initial rfror11, finally manar~d to hrin1 the ,1a111, 
down . Another crowd was a\Ssmbling 11 much lht ,amt rime ouuidr 
1hr Budapest radio building, demanding that the ,1udrnts' 16 poin11 ht 
bfo1dc11t over llie radio , Here it wa, that the firsl •hot, of the rc,·olu­
tion ""'" fired, u ~re, pulice troop, 11uardin1 the radio lrin.l 10 clrar 
the crowd from the 11rrct . . 

12. Thr EMKE is• • ·•II -known cafe on 1hr corner of one of rhe main in­
ltntclions in lht cily cenlre of Budaptsl "'here 1hr R.U6czi llrttl 
cros~s the Lenin boulevard. 

IJ . Tltr Truth ll111d1) wa, one of the more radical and r,opular ra~n 
published durinr 1he revol111ion, tdittd by t•·o youn1 journalists Grula 
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Obersovuky and J0zsef Gili ,.-ith 1hr help or other youn1 "'"''" and 
university Students. Ele,,n iuuts or Th~ Tr111h ,.,rt published btl•ttn 
2$ O.:tober and 7 No,ember. Afltr the re,ulu1ion Obfrso,uh and 
Gili "'trt arrnt,d, tritd and stntenctd 10 du1h, l11tr commuted 10 lilt 
impri,onmenl . 

Tht Ne,. \'orl Cafe is one of rhe mort ,.,11 -kno,.n mtr11n, p,acn 
of Hun1ari1n u11trs and intellec1uah. dost 10 rh, tdi10113f orl,,! , or 
several f➔ un11rian n'"'P•~n in the centre of Budapt\l. Rrnam,c ,11, 
'Hun16ri1' ■ lier tht 1econd ,.o,ld ,.., . 11 .-ontinurd (or man, •nri ro 
be popularlv kno"n a, the 'New York' . · · 

1• . Arter a r,,...-da)'I in ,.-hich the re,·olu1ion appeared 10 be vk1oriou1 an.J 
the So•·iet Union stemtd prtpartd 10 IC'fpt a mort indtorn:tnt 
Hunrarian rer,me. So, itt rorces launched a maior 111ad on Buda~,, 
at da,.·n on• No,·embtr 19,6 "ith lank and infan1ry forrts de\11ned 10 
cru1h the re,olu1 ion and overihro..- the G0Hrnmrn1 of lmrr Nar, 

U . On l No,·embtr 19,6 ne101iations wrre open,d btt"een repmtn­
_t11ives of tht Hunaarian and Soviet Go,·rrnmenrs o•·er the pl1Med 
wlthdra .. al or So,;,, rroop• from Hungary , The Hun1arian d,1,,111on 
was headed b)· General Pi! Maltier, a hero of the revolu tion "h" had 
just been 1ppoin1ed Minister or Orrenct. The tall\ wrrt commrnrt.:I in 
the mornina in 1hr Hun11rian Parliamtnt and cont inu,il in th, ,,,n,n, 
al the Soviet military htadquarlen at TOkOl 10 thr ,uu1h o( Buda~I. 
Contacts btt,.ttn 1he Hunaarian delegauon and tht . Naty Go, rrn ­
m,nt, ho,.e,n, '"'" broken orr. aod in fa(! 1horllv before m1dn11111 
the Hun11ri1n dtleJation includin1 General Maletti ,.err 1rrn1cj "tn 
So,·iet ,tcurit)· forces under the ,ommand or th, hud of th, So"t' 
KGB General 1,1n Sero,·. 

16. At , .20 a.m, on• No,rmbtr 19,6 1hr Hun,arian prim, minister , lmre 
Na,r, wrnt on the radio to declare : "Today at dayhrul So, itt UC'Op1 
a111cktd our capital ,.i,h thr obviou, inltnt or o•·rrthro"in1 the !rial , 
dtmocratic Hungarian GoHrnmenl. Our 1roops art in ,omba1. Th• 
Governm,n1 is 11 i1s post. I nolify the pteple of our ,ountry and 111( en 
lire world of rhis foci." Tht announ.:em,nt ,.as pre.:edrd by the •ord< 
"Attention! Afftntion!" 

_ 17 . J;lnos Kidir , a leading member of the p,r .,.ar under1round (om 
munist Pariy. had btcn impriconed under th, RUo" rr1imt 1n 195 1 
and rele:ised under lmre Na,r 's Govtrnment in 1954. On 2' No,r:nt-c , 
19,6 Kad;lr "IS appoinied first sccrelary or th, Hunparian V.or~er , 
Party in pla" of the former sralinisl Erno Gero, and at tht end of O, 
tobtr ht formally di,,olvrd rhe HWP and announ,·ed the form~11on,:, 
In,,.. communist part~· called the Hunsarian S0\"1ahs1 Worlrr• Pm, 
Appoinltd a ~linisttr of Staff in lmre Nao\ Uo, rrnmrn1 on ) 1 0-
tober 19,6. ht described lhe revolu1ion in a radio broad,·a,1 on 
No•ember as a "slorious upri1in1" "hkh had ·· shalrn of( tht Ral ,i, 
rtpime" and "achieved freedom I,, thr people and indeptndtn,t fc, 
!ht country '", and he had ralled on rhe Hun!arian ptopl, and on at 
dem0\"r11ic rorcrs to help in ,on101id1tinp tht Go,ernmrnr 01 ln11 
Nagy . On • November 19~6. howevtr, Kadar hudtd 1ht n,, 
"Hun1ari1n R,volul ionary Worktr -Pea,ant Go, ernmrnr ·• "hkh , all 
td on tht htlp of 1hr Soviet (or..-,~ to cru~h 1h, re volution and o,rr 
1hrow 1hr Go,ernmen1 or lmre Nao. For mo,r Hun,arian, ar 1hJ 
time Kidar appurNI as I tra itor ,. ho had ,old 0111 hi< ,ounlr) and h, 
PN)plt 10 1h, Russians . • 

18. Th, Hun11ri1n Sodali<t Workers' Party , formed on I No•tml>tr 19, 
by J6nos Udar, and in 1he name or ,.hich i.:,dar .:on1in11,d 10 rul 
arter 1hr Soviet intt,.tntion of • Novrmbtr . Apar1 lrom !.ada 
himself. ho,.,,.,,, all other niemt,ers or thr prcpar11ory ,ommirrr 
rormtd on I Novtmbtr to r,or,anise rht ne,. party - lmrt :-.a, , 
Zohin Sdnr6. Georf Lukk<, Sandor Kop:1.-~i. Giza Losonrz• an 
Ferenc Donith - were arre11ed . 1rird , impri<on,d or e,..-urtd und, 
his new regime. 

19. The Central Workers' Coundl ol Greattr Bu.Japes, ,.u formed at ,t 
tlectrical equipment factory E1.•·~11/lt l::d (United Elwri.:) in 1hr no 
thern Budapest "'orking class suburb or Ujptsl on 14 No,,mbtr 19~• 
The re-solution of lht I Ith district ,.orler< ' round!, formulat :nr 11 
•orkrn' poli1kal demands, is published in French in J ,J. Mam and I 
Na11Y (ed .). Polo,.nr-Hon1,rir /9$6, Pari,. EDI , 1966, pp. 22H. Th 
volume contain, tht fulle<t collt<:tion of do,:umtnf\ on th, Hunrari~ 
worker•' coundls yrt publi,htd in any lan111a-, . 

20. lmmtdlately (ullo,.in1 the foundinJ 1n«11n~ or 1hr Cc111ral "o•~cr 
Council I drlr111ion ,. hkh indudrd Sandor 11:Jli ,.ent 10 prr ,rnr th, 
demand< to .:,d~r In the Hungarian Parli.amenl. Kidir", <uptrlir,a l 
conciliatory spttth wa< puhlished in tht nrst day', i«ue or 11 
Hun11ri1n Communist Party paper N,'p<:o/latfsdJ, and an En1h 
tran,latlon is indudtd in Melvin J. La,Ly (ed .l, Tit~ lf11~ru,,, 
R~•·ol11timt, London, Stcktr, 1951, r,p .262-J, 

21. Afltr its formation tht Central Worktn' Council (ir<I "' up ii\ hca 
quarters in the oHicr< or the Budapt•I Tram Compan) in tht A~i, 
street in tM centre or Budapnt. 

22. Tlhof Dery, 1 lon1,tandin1 Communill wriltr, rri1ici\td t,y 1hr RU , 
rqimt in th, lait 19~. ,.ho btcom, one or the leader, of the,.,.., , 
rebellion in thr yean ludin1 up 10 19,6, Afltr tht revolution hr •a, , 
rested, brou1h1 10 1rial and stnlencrd to nine yur< impri,onmrnt . 

2l. lstv6n Babay. ,.ho acltd rrom the 111rt I\ the -.c-ct,tary of 1hr Cm, , 
Worktn' Council, wa, a dtle111t or the 8udapt<t Tram Com~n> 

24. Jino, faztkl1. 1 dtleaatt from Ujpt<t, ,.,, ori1inally a membtr of 1 

1 
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Ctnual Worktn' Council utculivt, bu1 was la1cr vo1td orr the com­
mi11te . 

2$ . Stt : Bill Lomu, Hu11111ry /956 , London . Alli, on & Busby, 1976, 
p. I $4. Ric1 could ha,t rnd rhis book in a Hunsarian \lmtzdat -rrs,on 
iS\ued in Budapest in 19~ I. 

26. J6z1er Sandor. a reprc,cnrari,c of 1hr Kidir Govcrnmrnr appoinrcd 10 
liaise ,.i,h tht Cenrral \\ orktrs ' Council , had bten elccrcd a candida1t 
mtmber o r the Ccnual Commiure or the HWP in 1951. In 1957 he 
bn:ame a mC'mbcr or lht Cen1ral Commiuer or 1hr new HS\\ P , and 
head or 1hr deparrmrn1 or the Srcrrtariar rnponsiblt ror parry and 
man or11nisat ions. 

27. Members or the new Parry and Govcrnmen1 leadenhip under Kadar . 
Otla Bistku. one of 1he hard men or the nrw regime. became a Polir­
buro member and Minisrrr or the Interior in 19S7 . Gy0rlY Marosan, a 
former Social Democra1. was also a Poli1buro member in the new par­
ry; and a Minister or S1a1e in. KAdir 's Govrrnment formed on 4 
No,embcr 19S6. Miklos Ribianszky was deputy ministtr of 11a1e farms 
in 1hc KAdir Go,·crnmenl. 

28. J6tsd Dhcnyi , delesare of the Csrpel Iron and Steel Works, was in­
itially a member or the uccuth·r of 1he Cen1ral Workers· Council and 
the leader or its n111 dele1a11on 10 neao1ia1t wi1h ~idar on 1he niah1 of 
14 No,embcr . He also became prcsideni of 1he Cenual Council , bul 
rr<.i1ned arrcr a volt of no confidence in him wu passed on 16 
NoHmber . · 

29. Gy0rlY Kalocsai. a chrmical en11inecr and delegalt rrom Ciepel . ,..as 
elected vice -president of the Central Workers' Council . Kaloc,a i and 
Babay appear 10 ha ve been more prcparcd 1han Racz 10 accepl 1ha1 
Kadar '"as ntgo11a1ing in good fairh , and more hopeful for rhe 
po11ibili1 ics of rcach1n1 a 1t11lemen1 wi1h 1he rcaime . 

JO. " Nyilas" was 1he name aivcn 10 members or 1he Hun1arian fascist par-
1y, 1he Arro,. Cross. tha1 ruled Hunaary for several mon1hs a11he end 
or 1944. 

JI. Csepcl 11 a major indu11r ial and 1Aorkin1 class ccnlre of Budapest, 
his1orically known as ' Red C<epel' . on Csepel island 10 lhe sou1h or lhe 
city . A f1er 4 November 1hcre 11.as an ongoing con mer bt1,,.een the Cen-
1ral Workrrs ' Council or Grca1er Budapest and the Cen1ral Worker<' 
Counci l of Csepel which "' a; from I~ <1ar1 more fa vourable 10 a re1urn 
to work , and la1er opposed 1he Cenlral Council's call for a strike on 
22-21 November . 

Jl . Antal Apr6. ont of 1he fe" members of 1he Hunparian Revolu1ionary 
Worker -Peasanr Go,·ernmeni 10 ha ve ac1uall y been presenr al iis for ­
ma1 ion on J No vrmbcr 1956. Member or 1he Poli rburo of 1he new 
HSWP and Min1<1cr of lnduHry in Kadar·, Go,ernmen1. 

JJ . General Ivan Serov. head of 1he Sovie1 1ccrc1 police, 1he KGB. ,.as 
re1ron1ible for overall supervision of the repression in Hungary afler 
1956. 

]4. MEMOSZ, initial, of lhe Hunaarian Buildin1 Workers ' Trade Union . 
1,. When 1he Sovie! forces 111acked Budapesl on 4 November 19,6, lmrc 

Nan and se,·cral of his collca1ues , 1ol!ethcr wilh their families , 100k 
refuge in 1he Yugmla, Emtia« y in Budape<I which had offered asylum 
101hem . On 22 November 1hey lefl lhe EmbaHy or 1heir own free "ill 
afrcr Kidir had i«ued a \Artllen 1uaran1ee of 11fe conducl for them in 
a lefter 10 rhe Yugo,la, au1hori1 ies . Upon luvi n1 the Embass y, 
however, they were ,eized by Soviel force\ , laken to lhe Soviet military 
hradquarrcn a, \lal ) i,fold . and nown out or lhe counlry the follow­
ing day agaim1 1heir will 10 Romania . 

J6 . The H«n1arian Governmen1'1 decree law on the worker, • co11ncil1 ,..II 
publilhed in 1he parry paper t•.:~ps:ubadslifl on 22 November 19,6. Jeno 
Fock "I' one of Kidir'1 urly 1upportery., Secre1ary of 1he Hun1arian 
TUC ISZOn in 19H-'7 . and member f' the HSWP Politburo and 
Secrelariat in 19'7 . He laler 1crved a prime minislcr in the rirsl 
economic reform period, 1967-1, . j 

J7 . The conferencr "u held in 1he Huniarian Parliamenr on 2S November 
1956. Stt : Bill Lomax, Hunfury /956 , pr, . 161-2 . 

JI . ~faro,in had been a bakcr'1deltvery boy in lhe early 1920'<, and law a 
leader or the Food \\orker1' Trade Union . ln hi1 dema101ic manner, 
he liked 10 recall hi, "ork1ns clal\ ori1in1 , but would o,erlook 1he fa.:r 
1h11 he had 1110 worked for 1evcral ycar1 u a baller in11ruc1or . 

J9. l\.fikl61 Sebellyfn , a young en1inecr and dele1arc from 1he Hungarian 
Optical \I. ork, , ,.., a member of the uecutive of lhc Ccniral Worke"' 
Council and hod or i111ub -.:ommi11ce for rre11 and publici1y . Ft1cn\: 
To ke, a toolmalcr and dele1a1t fro m the 1clephone factory in 1hr l~lh 
di,trict, hcadrd the Cen1ral Council ' , organi1a1ion 1ub,ommi11ee. 
801h later lefl Hun1ary for 1he Wt11 ;ind published accounll of their 
activitin and upcriencc<. ,.h ich can be found in l\.fuie and NafY, 
PulOflflt! -Hurtir,r /956 , pp .242-27] (T0kel and pp.297-107 
(Sehtmfnl. 

40. G)·ula Obcnov,zky, who had edited 1he jo,unal Tht Trurh during the 
rc,olu1ion, continued 10 rubli <h a dandc<tinc broad,hetl Wt urruli,·t 
(Elunll in No•ember and December 1956. Workin1 do1ely wi1h 1hr 
Cenual \\or ken' Coundl. he'"" 10 have edited their planned journal, 
the H"orkus' Nr..-, . On , De~embrr he ..-11 arre11rd. and in 19'7 
rc.chrd a du1h 1en1tn.c. lalcr cnmmuled to life impri,onment. 

41. Three i1<ut1 of 1he Jr,for111a1iu11 811/lr1i11 did in fact apf')Car, on 27 
No,cn,~r. 29 No,emhcr and S ~~ember . [,tracll from the la,r i<1ue 
~•n ht rm.I in ~hrie and Naay. Poloine•H0111'rit /956, pp.)07-JIJ . 

-'!. Tht ltooL referred 10 i< Jano, Molnir, A Nai.vhudufH.tli l<O:pontl 
. \11111£,ict,m,in (The Crnrral Worker~· Council or Grcarcr Budapc\11, 
011d.1r,:-1. ,\lademi.1i t.:i,11.lo. 1969; ref. pp .119-121. A number orr,o-

posals for 1rorgan1sa1 ion of the counlr)'', eco nom1.: and politi.:al ,1ru.: -
1ure were dra wn up 11 1h11 1ime , and it is probJbl,· 1ha1 1herc "11 more 
1han onr of them prcsenrcd to and d1 scu\\ed b,· rhc Ccnlral Workrr1 ' 
Counci l. · 

4] . SZOT, rhe intilial< of the Hun1.1nan TUC. 1hc N41ional Coundl or 
Hungarian Trade Un ions. Sindor Gi,p;ir ,.a, General Sc.:reta" or lht 
SZOT from 19,4, and a member of the Cenual Commillee or 1hr 

. HSWP ln 19'7 . 
44 . Earl~ on lhe afrcrnoon of 6 December 11156, o ne Jay af1cr rhc 1pc~1al 

lhrce -day sruion or 1hr Central Commilltr ur 1he HSW P - rhe fir<t 
since the revolu1ion - small group, or HSW P mcmhcrs held puhlt.: 
drmonsuar ions in suppor1 of the Kadar Go-rrnmen1 , mar,hina 1n10 
lhc s1rects carryin1 red flag,, and pro1ec1ed hy Hunganan pol i,e and 
Soviet sold iers . Cla,he1 rook place in ,e,eral pJrl < of 1hc .:i1y hc,,.ccn 
rhe dcmon11ra1ors and members of rhc r,ubl1, . and 1he poli,c ml"t'ncn ­
ed, opcnin1 fire on 1he crowds. The official lfunganan prc<1 reported 
se,eral dea1h, and ,o arres1, . and blamed 1hc 1n" drn1, 11n armed 
coun1rr-rcvolu1ion.1rir, . The clandcs11nc rc• ulu1 ionar~· pre<1 blJntcd 
the police for the de:uhs, and condemned the pro, o.:ar i,c na1ure o f 1he 
demonmar ions . 

,, . The Memorandum was presen1rd to 1he Go,crnmen1 in a 'rinal a11emp1 
10 reach some 11rccmen1, rc~ta1ang 1he Ccnual Workers ' Cuun.:il', 
fundamental demands and calling for a pubhc repl )· 10 1hem - which 
never came. For thr 101, Stt Marie and Na!IY, Polot11t-lfongr,e /956, 
pp.314-7 . 

46. Sal1611rjin i, a small town in nor1hern Hungary . al rhc <" enrre of 1he 
coal mining area or County Nograd. where 1he local people held uu1 for 
se,eral weeks under lhe leadership of their 11.orkers· coun.:a l agaansl 1he 
Kadar rea ime 's auempts 10 impose its author ity on 1he coumy. \\-hen 
se veral thousand workers demonstratrd in the 1own centre on 8 
December in pro1ts1 againsl the arrest lhc previous d.1 )" ,1f ,,,.o lead ina 
members of 1he County \\ orkers' Council, So•·ttt lank\ and 
Hunaarian St:'Curi1y forces opened fire on 1hem - over 80 were killed 
and al lust 200 "ounded . 

47 . "Lollo" - the Hungarian na1ional louery . 
48 . The PCI0fi Circle was a deba1ing circle srr up under 1he au,pi.:es of lhe 

Communisl youth organ isalion early in 195610 debate 1he problem, o f 
applyin, lhe decisions of 1he Soviel Communill Parr y's Twen1ie1h 
Congress ro Hungary . It soon became a forum in "'h ich moll aspccl s of 
thr Rikosi regime ' s pol icies were subjeclCd 10 open . publi.: .: r11 icism . 

49. The irial of the leaders of lhe Ceniral Worker1' Coun.: il "'" htld ,n 
March 19,8 . The 01hcr 1hrce defcnd1n11 , beside, Rae, and Uali . \Acre 
J6zsrf Nemesktri, who had come omo 1he Ccnr ral Coun.:il a, a 
reprcsen111i,·e of the freedom fi1h1crs and ,.-ho ,cntd on iis rc,cue 
commilrce for 1ryin110 prcvcn1 depor1a1 ions : L;i ,zl0 Ab0d , a delega ic 
from lhe 1hird districl who workrd 101ethcr 11,i1h ~l ,Uo, Sebrsl vtn in 

lhe Central Council's pres1 secrion : and Ent.Ire Mc\ler, ,.ho 
rcprcscnrcd 1he workers' coun.:i l, of 1he raih•ay 11,orlcrs and , ervi:d as 
a member of 1hr Ccnlral Council", r,oli11cal comn1 ,11cc . 

,o. In 1he 1960 amne" y ii was indeed well -lnn,.n l1gurc1. anJ former 
Communi11s in parl1cular , "ho were relca,cd. like rhe wrt1cr1 Tibur 
Dery and Gyula Ha y; lmrt Nagy's poli1 ical .:ollea1ur, Sandor 
Harami . Ferenc Dona1h and Ferenc J3no1 i. and 1he arm)· gencr31 
Gyula Varadi. Also released al rhis lime welt' 1he former 1tcrer poli.:e 
heads, Mih;lly and Vladimir Farkas and Gabor Peter . The majon1 y of 
ordinary working class prisoners, ho ... e• er. remained behind ban . 

SI. 111 , in Bibo , widely rcsardrd as Hungary's mos1 importan1 1went ie1h 
cen1ury poli1ical 1heoris1 and essayist, Minis1cr o f Slalt in lmrc Naar ·s 
final coalit ion Govcrnmen1 of J November 19,6, ,. 31 arrrstcd only on 
2J May 1957 bul sentenced to life impri1onmrn1 in 1958 . Arpad Gonez. 
wriler and I ranslator , had worked closely wilh Bib6 as a member of lhe 
Na1ional Pcasan1. la1cr Pctofi parry . 

Sl. Ferenc Mcrea, a Communist and well-known psycholo1is1 , had been an 
adviser 10 lhe Students ' Revolulionary Comm111et during the re volu ­
tion . Jeno Szell had been responsible for lhe Nag y Go, ernmen1'1 rcla­
lions wilh the radio . 801h had been arresrcd rn 1958 for h3v in11 col ­
laborated in the clandcs1ine producrion or 1he Hu11f1.11Tl<:IJS pamphlt'I in 
~cember 19,6-January 19'7 . (Sec: Bill Loma, . Hu111'11r.~ /956, 
pp . 182-192.1 Colonel lsrv,n Mari~n had helped 10 or1ani1t the 
s1udrn11 ' drmon,1ration on 2J October and the !ludenlS' mili1ia during 
lhe rcvolu1ion . 

53. Gy0rl)" Li1vjn was a youn1 history !Cacher who had btrn arre11cd in 
1958 for hi< invol~ement with 1he Hun,turin,s pamphlel. In March 
19,6 he had been the firn p,:non 10 tell R~kosi publicly and to hi< fa.c 
1h11 1he time had come for him 10 resign . 

S4 . In 1he so-called "general amnesty" or 1961 the majori1y or rolitical 
prisoners from 1956 were rclea1td , but significan1 c.11e1orit1 of 
pri1oner, were excluded from its 1crms, amongst lhcm all 1ho<e chargrd 
with murder, treason or c,pion11e, and all those.,. ith any pre, iou1 ,on ­
victions . Several hundred politic.ii prisoners 1hus remained in pr ison 
after the amncsly, and many or rtiem were rrlcased only in thr lair 
1960\ or early 1970\. 

'H. About £10 at currenl ralrs of c,change. 
,6. Althou1h 1t,cz was released on amnesty in 196) he was not pardoned, 

and lhus the punishment or wi1hdrawal or civil riahts ("·hich would in, 
elude 1he riahr 10 a passport) which accompanied his lire scn1ence, 
would appear to still be in force . 

'7. Aflcr the end or the first world war the Hun1ari.1n Communist Party 
1tizcd power and establisht'd a Republic or Coundls under 1hr lndcr-



Saturday; May .23,, iJ.987 AFL-CIO NEWS 

Hungary's unions hailed/or freedom fight 
Sandor Racz, who spent seven years. in 

prison for leading a 1956 workers' protest 
against the totalitarian regime in Hungary, 
arrived in the United States for a two­
month visit as a guest of the Af'L.CIO . 

Federation President Lane Kirkland wel­
comed the leader of the Budapest Workers' 
Council, hailing him as an "unbowed and 
unbroken" advocate of the principles of 
free trade unionism and workers' rights. 

Racz was sentenced to life imprisonment . 
for leading a massive strike that paralyud 
.Hungary after the 1956 Soviet invasion of 
that country. Released in 1963, he was 
forbidden to travel outside Hungary until 
this year, when he received a visa after a 
prolonged campaign waged on his behalf 
by the AFL-CIO, human rights organiza­
tions and U.S. Ambassador Mark Palmer. 

Kirkland praised Racz and his fellow 
unionists for rejecting "the coercion of 
Communist tyranny" and for ~ 

"the gap between rhetoric and practice, be- trayal of Hungary as a more "mild" or 
tween the workers' paradise and the forced "liberal" form of communism, Racz 
labor camp." cited harsh government control of the me-

lt is Racz and not Sandor Gaspar, leader dia, repression of dissidents and denial of 
of the Communist-controlled SZOT labor basic workers' rights. 
federation, "who is fit to lead Hungary's "A leash is a leash, whether it's held 
working people," Kirkland stressed. loosely or tightly," he declared, pointing to 

• the "chilling presence" of some 250,000 
Unions only by name Soviet troops on Hungarian soil. 

The Hungarian union official-who Calling for worldwide labor solidarity 
many have likened to Solidarnosc's Lech behind members of free trade unions in his 
Walesa in Poland-branded Hungary's country, Racz emphasiz.ed that "Hungarian 
government-controlled worker organiza- workers want what American workers 
tions as "trade unions in name only. They want. They want the freedom that Ameri-
do nothing to defend worker interests." can workers have to do and say as they 

Racz painted a grim picture of the wish." 
problems facing Hungary's workers. The Racz will meet with American trade un­
economy is worsening and unemployment ionists under the federation's auspices in 
is on the rise . as "a direct consequence of Chicago, New York, Boston, Los Angeles, 
the government's failed economic policies," San Francisco and Atlanta to speak about • • 
he said. the struggle for workers' rights and human President Kirkland welcomes Hungar-
__ I_?~~~&. !-'..iPI. ~e. !1~~~'!1~:S. wi;;-. 0 _dignity .in _ijl}llg8!}',.~N . . ........ .... ... ~-- , " • ..., ipn U_'l,i9Jl ltlggJt~Sal')c;l9r R<:J~·~· · , 
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Ex-labor boss breaks silence on '56 Hungarian revolt 
■J FRED PIERETI'I 
Home News staff writer the association and proressor or 1 

sociology at Middlesex County 
Community College in Edison, 

FRANKLIN - For ~is role in Racz said officialdom in Budapest 
the short-lived Hungarian revolu- purposely downplays the impor­
tion in October 1956, former labor I lance or the massive political up­
leader Sandor Racz sa~s. he,,b~- heaval that took 20 Soviet divi-
came a "second-class c1t1zen m sions to quell. · · 
his native country. "The official media of the gov-

Imprisonment, expulsion from ernment view the 1956 events not 
his trade union and partial loss of as revolution but talk about It as a 
his pension were meted out to . counterrevolution," said Racz in 
Racz for joinin~ thousands o~ oth- , Hungarian. "In our experience _we 
ers in attemptmg to estabhsh . a I know that in 1956 the Hungarian 
democratic form of governmen~ m nation was fighting against Com­
this small communist bloc nation ; munists and Marxists and • de­
in Central Europe. · . manding freedom, democracy and 

But perhaps the worst punish- I human rights." . 
ment of all for Racz was the sen- ' A tool-and-die maker by tram­
tence of silence. Th~ 54-year-old 'i ing, Racz was 23 when he was 
factory worker, who 1s comp~~ed __ elected president of Greater Bu-
to Polishlab9r·leader Lech Wale- dapest Workers' Council, which 
sa, is forbidden to discuss publicly staged a general strike against the 
the events of 1956. Forbidden, that Soviet troops that suppressed the 
is; until now. uprising. 

In the first trip of his life out- As president of the council, 
side Hungary, Racz has come to Racz was invited to participate in 
the United States to discuss his the rounds of strike negotiations 
experience in the uprising at the with the Moscow-installed govern­
invitation of the AFL-CIO and the ment of Janos Kadar, who today 
Hungarian Alumni Association of still leads the Communist Party in 
New Brunswick, as part of the as- Hungary. However, Racz was in­
sociation's "History Makers Testi- stead arrested as he tried to enter 
fy" lecture series. parliament and sentenced for con-

Racz's appearance is hail~d as spiring to overthrow the "people's 
historic by Hungarian Americans democracy." 
because he is providing a first- Although he was released from 
hand account of the most traumat- prison by amnesty in 1963, Racz 
ic event in Hungary's postwar his-_ lost 15 years' worth of pension 
tory. credits, was kicked out or the tool-

In an interview yesterday at the makers union and has been de-
home of Karoly Nagy, a director of See RACZ, Page A12 

.. .. -----·· - . I - -

RACZ 
Continued from Page A 1 

nied promotion. lie earns only the 
base pay of about 80 cents an hour 
for a 40-hour week in a communi­
cations technology cooperative. 

Undaunted and without a trace 

! ' n 

·1 

of setr-pity, Racz has continued to 
risk his personal well-being to ~-
fight for his political vision. He is 
one or 126 people in Central Eu­
rope who signed the "Budapest 
Declaration," a four-page docu­
ment issued last October to com-· 
tnemorate the 30th anniversary of 
the Hungarian revolution. The 
document, Racz said, was a bold 

The Hom• Newe 

l 
reaffirmation of the stru~le for SANDOR RACZ 
democracy for the countries in 
Central Europe. would be possible only when the . 

! Nagy said his organization ini- United States and the Soviet Un-
I tially tried to have Racz's trip co- ion forgo their ''special interests" 
; incide with this 30th anniversary, there. 
,· but Racz was denied a passport "There i~ a danger that Europe 
, five times. He was finally granted may become a battleground or 
a passport In March - brought to these special tnierests. Europe 
him by two policemen in the mid- must find l\ humanistic solution to 
die of the night - only after the its problems," Racz said. 
AFL-CIO and the American am- Racz sai~ Hungary is currently 
bassador in Hungary, Mark Palm- facing dire economic and social 
er, applied heavy pressure on the problems, lnclu(ilng a large for-

, Kadar government. eign debt, Jrowjrig unemployment 
Racz says he must be extremely and one ~f thp highest suicide 

carerul in his remarks to Ameri- rates In t~e world. Although he 
can audiences because authorities could not $peculate on what will 

, in Budapest are monitoring his happen after Kadar, who turns 75 
speeches. this month, is replaced, Racz said 

One message Racz is bringing to any government· will have its 
the United States might be hard hands run. 
for his American audiences to Racz, who arrived last week, 
hear. He said a lasting peace in will spend two tnonths traveling 
Europe, both East and West, throughoui the United States. 
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U I overthrow the "people' s democracy." well-paid overtime work on a 0 tree- 1 tice at age 13. are grim. 1-Iungarian, Honored i·n U.S., Is Outcast at fl ome I He was freed by amnesty tn 1963. market" bastS, from obtammg prefer- 1 "ln 1945, I was told exploitation of 
Mr. Racz.. Sl)ellktng without apparent enual housmg loans and from genmg man by man was finished," he said. 

+----------------------------- b~tterness. detailed so~e of the preJu- most of the other small pnvileges that "That's people"S democracy. I could be 
ByHENRYKAMM . continumg loss of many of his civic Demucratk:Oppo&itm. . dices resultmg from his 1956 acnons sweeten life ma permanent economy fooledthen.notnow.lnpeople'sd_emoc-

Sl'Kla1ion,o_v_n_ nghts and a host of difficulties that the · Ma %3-year-old facu,ry -worker, Mr. th_at conunue co make his life ~fficult. of shortage. racy I found explo1tau~ There lS only 
BUDAPEST.March30-Adeposed Government reserves for those who Raa was eteaed president ·of tile ~tStnpco_:f'e~mtedSla~es~be~ Eams78CenuaaHoar democracyornondemocracy.~me><:• 

Hunganan labor leader who_ will be an 1crtticue not _only its. f~gs but also Greater Budapest Worke~• Counci~ ~r:'.!s:1ts~ ~=~ry~; time he He has been deprived of his pension ra~ stand5 no quallficauon. It ~. di· 
honored gues~ of the A~encan umon the Commwust system itself. . which staged a general strike agamst asked, mostly for journeys co other credits not only-for his pnson wne but mtn15hed by any W(!ni you add to it. . 
movement thts spnng sull works m a Yet Mr. Racz. who 15 53 years old. is a the Soviet troops that put down the up- Communist countnes. also for the 10 years that he worked be- Mr._ Racz desert~ Hung~an m-
faaory, but he no longer holds a uruon revered figure among the small frater- rtsing. . What Mr. Racz does not know is that fore 1956. A skilled precision toolmak- dustnal wo~e~ as tolling without en-
card. · ' · nity of Government opponents for what Freed by A esty lt was only after personal intercesston er. Mr. Rae earns only the base oay of thUStasm within a system whos~ re-

•~1 can't get the certificate of good he did during the 1956 upnsmg and for . mn · by the Amencan Ambassador. Mark 78 cents-an hour for a 4D-hourweelt. wards are scant. '"Toetr attiwde 15 not 
morals that ts necessary," the former his wire~tant defense of its ideals. Invtted to one of the tenSe rounds of Palmer with high-rankmg party offl- Durmg his Amencan stay, be hopes to concede co those above more of their 
labor leader. Sandor Racz. said in an What make!S him so special< among his strike negouau~ with the Sov,et--m- cials ~t the authonties reversed thetr to spend at least tw0 weeks working at capacities tban is needed to earn thetr 
inter.new. fellows and caused the A.F.L.-c..I.O. co Stalled leadership headed by Janos written refusal this month to permit bis trade, Mr. Rae said. co see how low salaries." he said. 

lt is part of the price that Mr. Racz iJMte him for a tw0-month VlSit is his Kadar. today still the leader of the \ the Amencan mp. workers "think and live" in the United He .said that despite his prison 
conunues co pay for defending his _vi- undemable standing as a member of Communist Party, .Mr. Racz- was in- His mabllity to obtain a certificate of States. He wants to share his expen· - record. ~ out of 10_ of his ~workers 
s1on of the mterests of the working the woritmg class.. stead arrested as he amved at the good morals also prevents Mr. Rae eaces with them. . sympathized with him. '"The 10th lS the 
class more than 30 years ago. It cost . .. He la cur Lech Walesa, .. said a Parliament building and.sentenced to from "bemg promoted, from jOinmg a The lessons he has drawn from his kind that follows whichever way the 
him a sentence of life impnsonment, writer who ia a member of me tnforma1 pnson for heading a conspiracy to I work cooperauve at his plant to do life. begmnmg u a carpenter'.s appren- wind blows," he said. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 23, 1987 

MEMORANDUM FOR PHIL BRADY 
VICE PRESIDENT'S OFFICE 

FROM: MAX GREEN~ 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC LIAISON 

SUBJECT: Proposed meeting with Hungarian labor leader 

! know that the ?ice President's schedule is very tight on June 
25 and 26, but I :eel obligated to tell you that the AFL-CIO has 
asked if he could meet with a Hungarian dissident, Sandor Racz, 
on either day. Information about Mr. Racz is attached. 

I would appreciate a quick decision because if the Vice President 
is unavailable I ?lan to write a similar memo to Frank Carlucci's 
of =ice. I can be reached at x 6270. 

Thank you. 

\ 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Max Green 

FROM: Douglas Brooks 

RE: Background Information About Sandor Racz 

DATE: June 11, 1987 

Attached for your information is background information about Mr. 
Racz. The article, "Hungary '56 -- The Workers' Case: An Interview 
with Sandor Racz," is an English language reprint of an article 
that appeared in an underground newspaper in Hungary. The additional 
articles are copies of newspaper articles about Mr . Racz that appeared 
in various American publications. 

As we discussed, Mr. Racz will next visit Washington on June 22 
and then again on June 25 and 26. He departs for Europe on June 
27. 

If you require additional information I can be reached at 637-5374. 

Attachments 
DB:nv 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MARVIN J . BOEDE • IRVING BROWN • SOL C. CHAIKIN • JOHN DeCONCINI • FRANK DROZAK 
THOMAS W. GLEASON • JAMES E. HATFIELD • ALBERT SHANKER 

TOM KAHN Director, Department of International Affairs, AFL-C/O 


