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Statement by the AFL-CIO Executive Council
on

Andrei Sakh2rov and Human Rights in the USSR

February 19, 1987
Bal Harbour, FL

The AFL-CIO welcomes the release from forced exile of Nobel Peace Prize
winner and uman rights advocate Andrei Sakharov. We wish this valiant fighter for
human rights, good health and strength in his struggle for justice and dignity.

Last year when he was under virtual house arrest in the city of Gorky, the
AFL-CIO invited Dr. Sakharov to come to the United States to receive the George Meany
Human Rights Award. We renew that invitation today, and we call upon the Soviet
authorities to respect his right to travel and to speak freely, in accordance with the
Helsinki Accords.

Despite the release of Dr., Sakharov and other prominent dissidents, thousands of
prisoners of conscience languish inside Soviet prisons, forced labor camps and psychiatric
hospitals. Their unconditional release would end great suffering and prevent additional
prison deaths, such as those of the dissident worker Anatoly Marchenko and Ukrainian
rights advocate Vasyl Stus.

Despite Mikhail Gorbachev's publicity campaign aimed at projecting an image of
openness, Soviet society remains closed, its citizens highly controlled and its fundamental
totalitarian structure unaltered. Total state control of trade unions, of religious
organizations and of the press continues. Soviet workers are nowhere represented in

liberations over the "restructurit " of tt « nomy.

Soviet citizens continue to be denied the right to travel freely or to emigrate.
Recent legislation on immigration is more restrictive than the laws which had been on the
books. The number of Jewish and other immigrants from the USSR remains a small

trickle. The re ification of divided families is an issue the K nlin re ies to address
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seriously. Jamming of Radio Liberty broadcasts into the USSR has intensified in clear
violation of international law.

Mikhail Gorbachev's stated intention to introduce greater "openness" must be
measured by the steps he takes to reduce the suffering of the great masses of men and
women--Russians, Ukrainians, the Baltic peoples, Kazakhs and Jews--who are denied the
right to their own independent organizations and who are punished for simply expressing a
desire to live freely and in dignity. The threat of the gulag, where millions remain
trapped in slave labor, continues to hang over any who challenge the monopoly of power
by the Communist Party.

While any relaxation of repression in the Soviet Union is to be welcomed, there is
still no evidence of structural change in the Soviet totalitarian system, which is
incompatible with free trade unionism.

Hi#



Statement by the AFL- __O Executive Council
on

Latin America and the Caribbean

February 19, 1987
Bal Harbour, FL

The AFL-CIO regards with great satisfaction the long-term trend in
Latin America toward governments chosen by the people in honest elections, and toward
greater respect for human and trade union rights. It urges the government of the
United States to take all possible steps to reinforce this process and to support the forces
that contribute to increased freedom of association, trade union rights and the
democratization of this hemisphere.

Central to this process is the resolution of the critical debt problem in a manner
that does not force debtor governments into harsh austerity programs that impose more
hardship on the working men and women of Latin America and the Caribbean. These
workers and their unions are not the cause of the debt crisis, and it is unjust to expect
them to resolve it through a drastic decline in living standards. Such a decline can only
endanger the newly created and fragile democracies of the area. The debt plan put
forward by Senator Bill Bradley comes closest to displaying the sensitivity and common
sense that should characterize U.S.-Latin American relations.

The AFL-CIO continues to hold to a single standard with regard to dictatorships
of either the reactionary right, as in Chile and Paraguay, or the totalitarian left, as in
Cuba, Suriname and Nicaragua. No poli-~ =~~~ ' y restrictions of the right
to freely associa to form ir  er ~ at it tl I
of workers.

Trade relations between the United States and other nations of the Western
Hemisphere should be conditioned upon the observance of human and trade union rights.

Such conditions already are included in the Generalized System of Preferences and in the
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Caribbean Basin Initiative, and should be a vital part of all trade legislation. To be
effective, however, these conditions must be vigorously enforced by the Administration.

The AFL-CIO affirms its desire for a peaceful settlement of the conflict in
Central America through dialogue and negotiations between the governments of
Nicaragua and of El Salvador and the rebel movements of their respective
countries--whether such dialogue takes place under the auspices of the Contadora nations
or some other democratic group of nations and/or institutions. The AFL-CIO applauds the
recent efforts by the Secretary General of the United Nations and representatives of the
Organization of American States to reinvigorate the Contadora process, and to seek peace
based on the establishment of democracy in each country of the region.

The ICFTU-affiliated CUS (Confederacion de Unidad Sindical) labor confederation
in Nicaragua has called for a withdrawal of U.S. military assistance to the Contras linked
to the simultaneous withdrawal of Soviet/Cuban military assistance to the Sandinistas. To
contribute to this objective, the AFL-CIO will redouble its efforts to assist the CUS in
promoting dialogue between the Nicaraguan government and its opposition, to seek a
settlement of the conflict based on the 2] points of the Contadora process, which include
guarantees of freedorn of association, freedom of the press, and free and honest elections.

The AFL-CIO reiterates its support for the Salvadoran democratic trade union
movement, represented by the ICFTU-affiliated CTD (Confederacion de Trabajadores
Democraticos) and its umbrella organization, UNOC (Union Nacional de Obreros y
Campesinos), which has called for a negotiated end to the fighting based on respect for
conditioned on iinprovements in human and trade union rights; and to condemn efforts by
the left and right extremes to destabilize the democratic process. We re-emphasize our
commitment to bring about judicial reform and justice in the AIFLD-Union Comunal

Salvadoreno murder c:
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The AFL-CIO strongly supports the formation of the Central American
Development Organization (CADO) whose tripartite structure can help the trade unions of
the region advance workers' rights within the context of shaping programs for economic
development and social reform. We urge the governments and business communities of
Central America to join with the democratic trade unions of the area in the founding
congress of CADO on March 15.

The AFL-CIO applauds the on-going transition to democracy in Brazil, but at the
same time calls upon the Sarney government to bring to justice the reactionary large
landholders who are attempting through violence and intimidation to stall the land reform
program necessary for social justice.

Finally, the AFL-CIO vows to continue the fight against those right-wing forces
in Latin America and the Caribbean which seek to weaken and destroy the trade union
movement. Typical of their efforts is the movement to create free trade zones, which
virtually preclude the possibility of forming unions--free trade zone employers in Haiti
over the past year have fired an estimated 2,000 workers for attempting to form unions--
and the management-inspired development of company unions, called Solidarista

Associations, as alternatives to union representation.
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The AFL-CIO believes that a realistic effective strategic defei :develop-
ment program of the kind outlined here could be financed at a modest, consistent rate of
spending. While the AFL-CIO Committee on Defense did not recommend a specific dollar
or percentage level of spending, it noted that a range of | percent to 2 percent of the
non-personnel defense budget was most frequently cited by the experts who came before
it, and that several affiliates favor specific spending limitations within the lower end of
this range.

The AFL-CIO calls upon the Congress to approach strategic defense appropria-
tions in a cautious and non-partisan spirit, giving careful consideration to the views of the
experts and taking into account the budgetary realities confronting the nation and our
growing backlog of unmet social needs.

The AFL-CIO will not support spending for the strategic defense effort at the
expense of social programs. We have already seen, under the Reagan Administration,
huge cuts in vital social programs to pay for vast increases in the defense budget,
increases that have not produced commensurate improvements in our usable defense
capabilities. We reiterate our demand that the burden of national defense be distributed
equitably and not borne disproportionately by working people.

As we have repeatedly stated, if additional funds are required for national
defense, those funds must be generated either by economic growth or by fair taxation--
not by slashing social programs or by burdening future generations with the costs of
defending our own.

Because the AFL-CIO views strategic defense as a part of, and not a substitute

an equally vital component of deterrence, we will not support strategic defense spending
at the expense of enhancing our conventional force capabilities. The clear Warsaw Pact
advantage in conventional forces in Europe continues to pose a threat to peace. As the

FI ZIO Commit « De ated in its interim report four years ago:
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"The reliance on nuclear weapons at the expe > of our conventional forces has
produced an imbalance in the Western military posture that must be redressed. The
United States and its NATO allies should strengthen their conventional forces in Europe to
the point where, if attacked, they could reasonably be expected to halt and repel the
& ack without resort to nuclear weapons."

The AFL-CIO recognizes that, while research and development of strategic
« ense systems are permitted under the ABM Treaty (and cannot be verified in any case),

there are serious disagreements between stra gic arms experts over the kinds of testing

the treaty allows. We note, also, the following points:

A. The view of most of the strate defense experts is that over the next several
years no tests will be required that violate the "narrow" interpretation of the ABM
Treaty, as opposed to the "broad" interpretation advocated by the Administration.

B. The relevant treaty language is opaque, and each party to the agreement has,
over the years, offered inconsistent interpretations. Indeed, the current U.S. and Soviet
governments hold positions on testing which are substantially the reverse of the U.S. and
Soviet government positions at the time the treaty was signed.

C. The treaty permits either side to abrogate it upon six months notice or to
withdraw from it under circumstances deemed threatening to its national security.

It is the view of the AFL-CIO that unilaterally declared interpretations of an
agreement reflect a loss of the spirit of conciliation that made the agreement possible in
the first place. This is always an unhealthy development. It is, therefore, the conclusion

of the AFL-CIO that the U.S. and Soviet Union should negotiate a clarification of the

and consistent with the national security interests of each country. In the meantime,

testing should be conducted within the limits of the "narrow interpretation."
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Finally, the AFL-CIO believes that any decision regarding the actual deployment
of strategic defenses should not be made until: there is something to deploy; the effect of
deployment can be assessed in the light of any arms control agreements that may have
t nreached with the Soviet Union; and the full, long-term technological, financial and

rategic implications of deployment have been considered.

1


















Statement by the AFL-CIO Executive Council

on
Strikec in Knuth Karaa

August 17, 1987
Washington, D.C.

The current wave of strikes and protests in the Republic of Korea involvi  tens
of thousands of workers is evidence of great frustration and an upsurge in worker
confidence. Korean workers at last have found their voice. They want a share in the
prosperity they have built, They want the right to organize unions and elect leaders
without government interference. They want a better qhance and a secure future for
themselves and their families.

South Korean workers are testing the reality of ruling party leader Roh Tae-woo's
bl print for democratization. Political rights, after all, include the right of free
¢ Hciation and the right to bargain collectively for a fair wage. It is heartening to see
these basic trade union aspirations emerge with such vigor in the first days after the
government reluctantly proclaimed its relaxation of political controls.

The AFL-CIO salutes the role of trade union activists in South Korea. We voice
our solidarity with them in their efforts to win social justice, fair wages, decent working
conditions, and democratic rights.

The AFL-CIO is troubled by the recent threats emanating from government
circles about repression and intervention "if the situation is really out of control." The
sti  2s are not "out of control." What is out of control is the current system which
exploits the workers. Even Korean government officials have been forced to concede that
tt worl we rden 1ds are reasonable and 2t past government labor policy was
"unfair."

"Unfair" is hardly the word. Since the Republic was founded, the AFL-CIO has
supported the aspirations of Korean workers and tried to expose the often brutal

repression of fundan 1tal workers' rights in that country. In recent testimony urging a
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revocation of trade benefits accorded South Korea under the U.S. Generalized System
Preferences, the AFL-CIO described the systematic denial of basic trade union r hts in
that country. Through the Asian-American Free Labor Institute, the AFL-CIO has
supported the efforts of independent Korean labor activists, who have endured years of
unremitting intimidation and harassment by government security agencies.

In that light, the AFL-CIO reaffirms its longstanding support of Korean workers in
their fight for democracy in their country, and for dignity and justice on the job. We
salute the emergence of a new wave of trade union activism. We applaud the teni ous
efforts of leaders and activists in the Federation of Korean Trade Unions to achieve
{ wine labor law reform.

The AFL-CIO calls on the South Korean government to prove its commitment to
democratic practice in the weeks ahead, and to recognize that workers and their

institutions must have a seat at the table if democratization is to succeed.



Statement by the AFL-CIO Executive Council
on

Sauth A f-ican Mine~~-%ers Strike

August 17, 1987
Washington, D.C.

The AFL-CIO joins with the 85 million workers united in the International
Confederation of Free Trade Unions in expressing its fullest support and solidarity with
the 340,000 black South African mineworkers now on strike for equality, justice, and
dignity.

The AFL-CIO deplores the unwillingness of management to negotiate a fair
settlement in good faith. The Federation is outraged at reports of widespread arrests of
National Union of Mineworkers activists, who are engaged in leading a legal strike
supported fully by their membership.

The AFL-CIO urges the managers of the South African mines to meet the
legitimate demands of the hundreds of thousands of striking workers whose toil produces
South Africa's wealth. We denounce the in antion of the racist government's security
services in an effort to intimidate black mineworkers.

The blame for violence at struck collieries must be placed squarely on the
shoulders of the gold and coal barons and the government. As events unfold we must be
mindful of the words of the NUM's Secretary General Cyril Ramaphosa: "Violence is
always provoked by mine management, by using the security forces, and inviting the

1 inJ" |

American workers stand for racial justice ai democracy. They deplore the gross
inequities inherent in the apartheid wage system, which pays black mineworkers less than
one-third the wage of their white counterparts. They stand with the National Union of
Mineworkers, the largest affiliate of the Cong s of South African Trar Unions

(C ATU).
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1T :most recent manifestation of black South African worker power once again
ffirms the value of free trade unionism, South Africa's principal force for peaceful
and democracy. The AFL-CIO pledges its steadfast material and moi  su; ort
for that trade union movement.
The AFL-CIO strongly urges its affiliates to support the solidarity strike fund

established by the United Mine Workers of Ame :a.
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maneuver to circumvent the will of the Congress--at the very time the President was

pi laiming his wish to build a bipartisan consensus in the Congress. While the P11 dent
has denied any knowledge of the diversion of funds, there is little reason to doubt that
those who carried out this covert action believed they were implementing his objectives.
Such was the climate in the White House, and for that only the President bears
responsibility.

Mr. Reagan has acknowledged that he was "stubborn" in the pursuit of his ill-fated
arms-for-hostages scheme. He asSerts that he, and not his bordinates, is accountable
for it to the American people. The AFL-CIO agrees that it is the President himself who
must be judged, and we offer this judgment: Ronald Reagan has gravely injured t
¢ 1ding of the United States in the world community, encouraged terrorists to believe
that violence pays, put more innocent Americans at risk, undermined the trust of our
allies, handed Mikhail Gorbachev a propaganda bonanza in the midst of crucial arms
« trol negotiations, and weakened the confidence of the American people in his office,

his l¢ lership and in their gov nment.
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maneuver to circumvent the will of the Congress--at the very time the President was
proclaiming his wish to build a bipartisan consensus in the Congress. While the Pres :nt
has denied any knowledge of the diversion of funds, there is little reason to doubt that
those who carried out this covert action believed they were implementing his objectives.
Such was the climate in the White House, and for that only the President bears
responsibility.

Mr. Reagan has acknowledged that he was "stubborn" in the pursuit of his ill-fated
arms-for-hostages scheme. He asserts that he, and not his subordinates, is accoun le
for it to the American people. The AFL-CIO agrees that it is the President him f who
must be judged, and we offer this judgment: Ronald Reagan has gravely injured the
standing of the United States in the world community, encouraged terrorists to believe
that violence pays, put more innocent Americans at risk, undermined the trust of our
allies, handed Mikha Gorbachev a propaganda bonanza in the midst of crucial arms
control negotiations, and weakened the confidence of the American people in his office,

his leadership and in their government.


































































































