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We are here to mark that day in history when the Allied
armies joined in battle to reclaim this continent to liberty.
For 4 long years, much of Europe had been under a terrible
shadow. Free nations had fallen, Jews cried out in the camps,
millions cried out for liberation from the conqguerors. Europe
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was enslaved, and the world waited for its rescue. Here the
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The-Allied—effert—was—the—result of encrmous cooperaticn

enarmons coordination, and-epormeus—courager—Fhe—men-of this

Invasionr—foughtonrthe I'amdT o the sez;—=md i the =i
Lthey—fought—omr—these—ciiffe.

As we stand here today, the air is soft and full of
sunlight, and if we pause and listen we will hear the snap of the
flags and the click of cameras and the gentle murmur of people

- come to visit a place of great sanctity and meaning.

But 40 years ago today -- 40 years ago as I speak -- the air
was dense with smoke and the cries of men, the air was filled
with the crack of rifle fire and the boom of cannons. Before
dawn on the morning Gf the 6th of June, 1944, 200 American

Rangers jumped off QPF British landing Cr?EErﬂStﬂrmtﬁ"ﬂﬁtﬁ'tﬁE”*_‘

—heach, éﬁﬁd;;;hZE_Zﬂe bottom of these cliffs. Their mission th=et

~day- was one of the most difficult and daring of the Invasion: +to

climb these sheer and desolate cliffs and take out the enemy

allizs ha told et
guns. ;;%% here J%rg %gncentrated the mightiest of those guns,
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which would be trained on the beaches to stop the Rllied adwvance.
_Removing the guns was pivotal to the Normandy Invasion, which

itself was pivotal to the reclaiming of Europe, the end of the

war, and-the—end—ef-the long nightef-tetetiterian-conguess—

The Rangers looked up and saw pac R mﬁmew\; g e A
the enemy soldiers at the edge of the cliffs shooting down at
them and throwing grenades and filling the air with machine gun
fire. 2And the American Rangers began to climb. They shot their
rope ladders into the face of these cliffs and they pulled
themselves up. And when one Ranger would fall another would take
his place, and when one rope was cut and a Ranger would hurtle to
the bottom, he would find another rope and begin his climb again.
They climbed and shot back and held their footing; and in time
the enemy guns were guieted, in time the Rangers held the cliffs,
in time the enemy pulled back and one by one the Rangers pulled
themselves over the top -- and in seizing the firm land at the
top of these cliffs they seézed back the continent of Europe.

Forty years ago as I speak they were fighting to hold these
cliffs. They had radioced back and asked fBr reinforcements and
they were told: There aren't any. But they did not give up. It
was not in them to give up. They would not be turned back; they

held the cliffs.
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TMpossThble—to—deseriber—But—we—kaewv—that 200 Tame—fhere;
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Invasion, British troops were pinned down near a bridge outside

Caen. They were

der—enany—fiTey
~and—they—were crouched against the cold gray ground waiting
desperately for reinfcrcement%)dﬁgﬁEdEHly/ﬁi;;y heard the sound
of bagpipes wafting through the air, amorphous as a dream. Some
cof them thought it was. But the sound of those bagpipes came
closer and louder, and they looked up to see Bill Millin of the
51st Scottish Highlanders marching at the head of the
reinforcements, ignoring the smack of the bullets into the sand
around him. Lord Lovat was with him -- Lord Lovat of England,
marching along with his commandos, azgr;éually unconcerned at the
enemy fire. When he got to the bridge Lord Lovat calmly
announced, "Sorry I'm a few minutes late."™ As if he'd been
delayed by bad weather or a traffic.jam. When in truth he'd been
delayed by the bloody fighting on Sword Beach, which he and his
men had just taken.

There was the young Frenchman, Michel de Vallawvielle, who
had been confined by the Germans in his home near Utah Beach.
When the Invasion began he defied the enemy patrols, broke the

curfew, and ran from his house to the beach to tell the Allied
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EUnemm, :
troops where the r guns were hidden. =He - did nettkrow—it—wos—
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success ful —-=_hut tike so-manyFrepehmoen-he—bad-—te bhelp, ond be
did; and later that-davy—ire—was—shot—whenr—a parztrooper—mistook
him for one of the enemy,—and-it took him a year—in&iltied—
—hespitals—+to reecover—

There was the doggedness of Lieutenant Colonel Benjamin
Vandervoort of the all igggigg?%creaming Eagles, who broke his
leg when he parachuted on to French soil. So he commandeered a
small farm cart and ordered his men to wheel him on to the
battlefield. There was $the-grace—ofi Gemerzsl—Theodere—
Reesevelt—dr. who—walked—withhis—memronrOmeha Feach—and—took—

] o J oy 3 e 334 ed—td

treops—He died—andwas—-buried during—the—push—forParis.—Fe-
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There was the impoasib}e valor of the Poles, who threw
themselves between the enemy and the rest of Europe as the

Invasion toock hold. And the unsurpassed courage of the

Canadians, the only troops who knew exactly what they would face

; e Naas
when they hit the beaches. i;;e—¥eaf-befcre, their countrymen had

been slaughtered at Dieppe. They Knew what awaited them here,
oL '

but they would not be deterred, and&they hit Juno Beach amd—hedd—

Yhey never

—t—and—weuld-not let go.

—There was—the honor of the Germarmr—svldiers. By the summer

—of 9t —some—of—+them had ltestfaith-in their retersybut—they

kept fajith with their people and they kept—the faitli 6f the —
—Torps-—Many fought—as—great mem fight—and 3 Tt mitstary
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traditien—+that honors—gallantsy for itself alone, some of £hem—
ere buried—with—the-adtted—dead—

211 of these men were part of a rollcall of honor, with
names that speak of a pride as bright as the colors they wore:
the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, the Manitoba Grenadiers, Poland's
24th Lancers, the Royal Scots Fusiliers, the Yeomen of England's
armoured divisions, the forces of Free France, the Regiment
de Chars de Combat, the 10lst Airborne,., These names are written
forever on this sand and on this wind, fmrrtruly these are men
who "in their lives fought for life . . . and left the wvivid air
signed with their honor."

What inspired the men of the armies that met here? What
impelled them to put all thought of self-preservation behind, and

v"t?&, “heir lves 4o Jake heas béocheo CM:'J! eld Hicae %th_g;r_':

it themselyes in
-

niha;gg Whatwas—it—thaet-made—them—eovercome—fear—and-become—
, a 34 —

It was faith and belief; it was loyalty and love. It was
faith that what they were doing was right, faith that they fought
for all humanity, faith that a just God would grant them mercy on
this beachhead -- or the next. It was the deep knowledge (and
pray God we have not lost it) that there is a profound, moral
difference between the use of fcrce.for liberation and the use of
force for conguest. They were here to liberate, not to conguer,
and so they did not doubt their cause. And they were right not
to doubt.

They knew that some things are worth dying for -- that one's
country is worth dying for and that democracy is worth dying for,

because it is the most deeply honorable form of Government ever
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devised by man. They loved liberty and they were happy to fight
.against tyranny. And they knew the people of their countries

were behind them and supporting them. e wornl of Y > WU
e Dymericons b ught here M d?.S.r&q
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eople crying as they said farewell, The Amerios

and they were E.meehg on their ’Pﬂv‘cjﬂ&d avd Pray i ng
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.an n P ladElPhnaﬂhe WEreE Ningiv
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__'E.J.ll&.d—-—’&hﬁ' churches——=t—a—am arrd—Fami-li-es—dressed 1n—thetr

_nightclothes—kaelt—and—prayed—on—their—perehesr—and—in—

ERhiladelphig they did what—they—dotovmark themest—memertous—

-oocasions—efour national litfer They rang—theLiberty Bells
—Bells—rang—eutaitacress—america—that-night 3~
And there was another element that helped the men of D-Day.

It was the rockhard belief that Providence would have a great
hand in the events that would unfold here; that Goﬂ was an ally
in this great cause. A&and, so, the night b;fore the Invasion,
when Colonel Wolverton asked his parachute troops to kneel with
him in prayer he told them: Do not bow your heads but look-up 50
you can see God and ask His blessing in what we are about to do.

Hlad night
And in another part of Englantheneral Mathew Ridgeway -that—same—

-ﬁ-r:*i—-"rﬁd
-might~tay on his cot and talked to his God and listened for the

Promise Mace
to Joshua: "I will not f£ail thee nor forsake thee."
e,

These are the things that impelled them; these are the
things that informed the unity of the West. And with that unity

the West could not he stopped.
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MWithin & few-swesks—ef—theTavasion—the—forees eof-—Free—France

swept—inte—Parisy—and the people of that great—city—fidtled—the

=streets with roar after roar—ef "Vive ls—Franee, Nive la-diviaden

LeClerc." Paris-was—free agein—soonFrance—would -be—free—agait,
—and Furepe—would—be—fres—
When the war was over rens—that-emerged—from—the—

—faced with—+the challenge of making-a—npew—beginning.—
_ _ gouern.mevr’r& -l-a f:\e rE‘Eurmed,
ﬁhere were lives to be rebuilt and demmuniiies

4o e Eﬁ.ﬁﬁ& — = Sere Loere ‘
TSR £—te—be—returmed—to—the—
and
—peopte—and nations to be reborn,fiibove all, there was a new

peace to be assured. These were huge and daunting tasks. But
svmmoned srrengih _
the Allies Wh@*i9ughi_iE_£gg_NﬂImﬂDﬁ¥—lH#&ETGE—&%EWhHEWﬂEfrEquhﬂr

from the falth and belief and loyalty and love of those who fell

here., "~2nd they rebuilt a new Europe together.
“T'ﬁe re
—Predr first—oecomplishment Wwas a great reconciliation, not
only of those who fought on opposite sides in the war . . . but
of those nations which had been torn for centuries by rivalries
of territory and religion and power. Finally, with the end of
World War II, the rivalries which had bedeviled Western Europe
for centuries were interred.

After that great ané historic accomplishment, the—Allies
“+ogether—rebutit—the—rubbleofEurepe—This affort regquired the
same—Ccooperation,—esordinationand—courage—that the Normandy

—Invasienrreguired. Inspired by the virtues of the men who fought
the war, the United States created the Marshall Plan -- by which
we helped rebuild our allies and our former enemies. The

Marshall Plan led to the Atlantic Alliance -- a great alliance

that functions as a shield for democracy and for prosperity,-—eo—
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~great alliance that-eascknewledges that Burepe's destiny is
—Imericals—degtinyr
In spite of our great efforts and our great successes, not
all of what followed the end of the war was happy, or planned.
The—destrustion—of—the war left EUurope weakened—in—the—face—ei_
-Soviet commundism. Some of the countries that had been liberated
were lost. The great sadness of that fact echoes down to our own
time -and—cemrpe—seenr in the streets of Poland and Czechoslovakia

e Soul cops “thadt Came Jothe centes
and Hungary.-Wet;%wzéiﬁggLéigﬁqfﬁ&viet-&ﬂtiun—fn—ﬂer&%ﬁ—-——ahé——

-we—reagtised—that—the-Seviettroops—thestoccupied—the center of—

t:!f;- this continent woule?%ﬁwm
ea&&ﬁﬂrﬁherrﬁerﬁifﬁThey are there to this day, uninvited,
unwanted, but still unyielding almost 40 years after the war
ended.

Because of this, Allied forces still stand on this
continent. But our armies are here only to protect and defend
democracy =-- and never to take land that is not ours. The only
land we hold is the graVEyardﬁ'&éke-%hgzg#where our heroes rest.

We in America have learned the bittefblessuns of two world
wars: that it is better to be here and ready to preserve and
protect the peace, than to take blind shelter in our homes across
the sea, rushing only to respond after freedom is threatengd. We
have learned, in spite of ocur long and enduring desire for peace,
that isclationism never was and never can be an acceptable
response to tyrannical governments with expanéionist intent. —We—

“avedeasrnmed—thatrIsoleatiomrism dees—not—avert war., Tt sssures—
-t
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3&: we dn oy, oy “+o grepare Lor peace. Thad

It wonld

U.:}h we m.-ﬂm-lfam our de@ensf:; and Hhach 15 Why we
re—after the Norm vasion, we could-say that.

— N B andy . Tn
h.:wa Ined -to ﬂeao%ua:}f Jne contvel of arms
tyranny was forever de feated—on—these-shores. But history did

ret—grant us the right te-make-that claim. There are those-who _

Say that the West is the great destabilizing force—in—the—world—

-today,that-America-ls the reasen—wehave not achieved peace, —

_that America is the warmonger and-America is the problem

Ld

.nﬂnax_wili_beT_fAL%rthatﬂwe—ﬂU“to—hufIﬂ"our"defenges—an&“fﬁ
_negotiate the-eentrel-of arms—is part—of Our eirfort to—be_
re ed 1=

In truth there is no reconciliation we would welcome more
than a reconciliation with the Soviet Union, so that together we
can lessen the chance of conflict, now and forever.

I tell you from my heart that we in the United States do not
want war. We want to wipe from the face of the Earth the
terrible weapons man now has in his hands. I tell you we are
ready to seize that beachhead -- but there must be some sign from
the Soviet Union that they are willing to move forward, that they
share our desire and love for peace, that they will give up the
ways of conguest. There must be a changing there that will allow
us to turn our hope into action.

We will pray on forever that some day that changing will
come. But for now -- and particularly today -- it is good and
fitting for us to renew our commitment to each other, to our
freedom, and to the alliance that protects it.

We are bound still by what bound us 40 years ago, bound by

the same loyalties and traditions and beliefs. We are bound by
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reality: The strength and freedom of America's allies is still
vital to the future of the United States. 2And the American
se;urity guarantee remains indispensible to the continued freedom
and independence of Europe's democracies. We know, as we did

our ceshny s por deshny, and vour hopey
40 years ago, that H%ﬁléfib YOUT pes—are

ng ouUr hﬂﬂl@a .

b Place where Jhe west stwd fagether
Together,lv\ﬁ,ng L7 4 %ﬂﬂ Ty
-a_aant¢naﬂ%—ts~éiba;t§§'let us make a vow to our dead. Let us

show them by our actions that we understand what they died fD;j

andawe—hEﬁafr%hﬁﬂﬁ—éﬂﬂﬁ&ﬁ—ﬂﬂ—&EEE—than"thﬁé; Let us say to them

through our actions the words for which Mathew Ridgeway listened:

"T will not fazil thee nor forsake thee."

Strengthened by their courage, heartened by their valor and

+o Eﬁﬂu$i~¢or‘

borne by their memcory, let us continue the
ideals for which they lived and died.

Thank yvou all very much,



