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incentive to joint research ventures. A similar bill, S. 1841, is awaiting action by the 
Senate Judiciary Coillllittee. Both of these bills are similar to Title II of the National 
Productivity and Innovation Act which was sutmitted to the Congress by the President in the 
fall of 1983. 

National Security Information. A scheduled March 21 House Post Office and Civil 
Service COlllilittee markup of Representative Brooks' proposed Federal Polygraph Limitation and 
Anti-Censorship Act, H .R. 4681, was postponed tmtil March 28 at the request of Congresswanan 
Schroeder. Representative Schroeder indicated in a letter to full comnittee Chairman Ford 
that she wanted the hearing postponed to give her staff time to canplete negotiations with 
staffers with the Intelligence, Judiciary and Government Operations Camnittees. She also 
indicated that the one week delay was not critical in light of the March 20 letter to her 
fran National Security Advisor McFarlane assuring that before effecting any future action to 
address "the problem of tmauthorized disclosures of classified information •••• the 
Administration will notify (the) Subcoomittee of any such intended action at · 1east 90 
calendar days" in advance. · 

Representative Schroeder's staff has provided the Department with the most recent 
redrafts of H.R. 4681 and invited us to cormnent on them. In addition, Representative 
Pashayan's staff has indicated that the Congressman is willing to advance any corrective 
amendments the Administration may wish to offer. However, the Administration's position is 
to avoid offering corrective amendments since making the bill more reasonable and palatable 
would only lessen the chances of stopping the bill altogether on the Senate side. 

Beyond the legislative point, the Department must point out that the letter 
referred to above presents a majQr concern. There is no more important Presidential power 
than the power consti tutionafIYVested in the President relating to the security of the 
Nation. In a system where National authority and responsibility is balanced among branches 
of government, those powers assigned so carefully by the Framers to the President should not 
be treated lightly; as bargaining chips on the table of short term negotiations. A promise 
of 90 day notification to a particular subcanmi ttee of the House before a "problem of 
unauthorized disclosures' may be addressed is, or arguably could be, a promise which 
canpranises significantly the President's ability to perform a vital function. It is most 
alarming that the Office of Legal Counsel was not consulted before such a coomitment was 
forwarded to Mrs. Schroeder. 

Anti-Terrorism Legislation. It has now been iJg1fi weeks since the President 
announced In his State of the Union Address that he wou sutxni tting a comprehensive 
anti-terrorism legislative package "shortly." We are still stuck on the same narrow issue 
which has been holding this package back for over three months. 

Crime Bill. We are continuing to explore different strategies for moving our crime 
package. In the meantime, House Judiciary continues to approach our · package on a 
"piecemeal" basis, ~ John Conyers has scheduled a hearing for next week on the assault 
provisions of our package and Bill Hughes has scheduled a hearing the following week on our 
anti-money laundering proposals (Title IX of S. 1762). These hearings represent progress as 
we have not had any House action this Congress on these proposals, but House Judiciary is 
still intent upon preventing House consideration of the entire Senate-passed package. 

COp=!iller BUllets. As previously reported, law enforcement gro~ are pushing 
~ for"- li!gislatiOl'l to baJ:a..bullet pa EY pene ra ing the body armor wom by ~ ce 
off -Oel"s. 'l'be Depal"'tment has deve oped and submitted to rMB a narrc:M and precise bill wbil!h 
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would ban th -most erous t ion s c · t e on-c d 1 n b l e •ut 
wnlch woW.d not affect any 'ba11:8t!' nmtimoftJNd by the "big three" American manufacturers 
(Winchester, Remington and Federal). We believe our bill offers a responsible way out of an 
emotion-charged issue - far preferable to the Biaggi-Moynihan bills which ·are gaining 
strong suQport. Nevertheless, our bill has been held up aince it was suanitted to CMS on 
January 26 aue to objections of the Department of the Treasury. We have also been ~ this 
Week that Constance Horner of am ha8 advised others in am that our armor-piercing bulle!' 
package will never be cleared. This is unfortunate and I believe, unwise. There is 
widespr!ea.d Congressional interest in the legislation. Our inaction presents the opportunity 
or attack; opponents saying that they are trying to protect the lives O'f t>Oli'<M' officers 

wh le the Administration is only concerned about alfenating gUl'l groups. 

McClure Gun Bill. On Thursday, March 22, the Senate Judiciary COOIIlittee began 
consideration of the MCClure gun bill, s. 914. The Department of the Treasury had worked 
out a canpromise with Senators McClure and Hatch on all of their parts of the · bill but 
deferred to us on the issue of mandatory-minimum penalties for use of a gun during the 
course of a federal crime of violence. Pursuant to requests fran the Thurmond staff, we 
furnished a letter stating our preference for the ma.ndatory-mininn.m gun crime · provision 
included in the President's Canprehensi ve Crime Control Act of 1983 which was approved by 
the Senate as part of S. 1762. In an effort to reach a compranise with McClure and Hatch, 
however, our letter indicated that we would not object to a mandatory-minimum provision 
patterned after S. 1630 of the 97th Congress which represented an effort to reach a 
canpromise with gun groups on this issue. We now understand, however, that Senator Kennedy 
will be dispatching a letter to the Department probing us on this and two other aspects of 
the bill. He has indicated that he will filibuster the bill in Ccmnittee if we do not 
respond by early next week. This may present problems as we are frankly uncomfortable with 
the Treasury-McClure canpranise and have been in the position of holding our nose and 
deferring to Treasury. If we are expected to explain in detail why we think the Treasury 
canpranises are a "good idea," we may gag. In the meantime, the McClure bill is pending on 
the Executive Calendar of the Senate Canmi ttee on the Judiciary. It is pending on the 
agenda right in front of S. 1841, which at this point is Title II of the National Innovation 
and Productivity Act -- a Presidential initiative! 

Steel Industry. On March 22, J. Paul McGrath, Assistant Attorney General, 
Antitrust Division, appeared before the Subcom:nittee on Employment and Productivity of the 
Senate Carmi ttee on Labor and Human :Resources to discuss issues relating to the danestic 
steel industry. · 

Pharmacy Robbery Legislation. Both the Subconmittee on Crime (Bill Hughes) of the 
House Judiciary and the Subcommittee on Health and the Environment (Henry Waxman) of the 
House Energy and Comnerce Committee reported pharmacy robbery bills this week. Although the 
Waxman bill is closer to the Senate version which we have endorsed, the Hughes version does 
not pose a major problem and we are inclined to let the people on the Hill .fight this out 
among themselves as we are in what appears to be a "can't lose" position on this issue. 

Precious Metals Frauds. The Senate Permanent Subcomnittee on Investigations held 
hearings Monday and Wednesday on the proliferation of COll!Jlodities fraud activity involving 
precious metals. These fraud schemes, ref erred to as "boiler-roan operations" have cost 
many citizens their life savings. The two nhotspots" for this species of commodities fraud 
have been South Florida and Los Angeles. Through a major enforcement effort, we have made a 
great number of criminal cases in recent months. At the Wednesday hearing, U.S. Attorney 
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GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. O.C. 20301 

Honorable David.A. Stockman 
Director, Office of Management 

and Budget 
Washington, D.C. 20503 

Dear Mr. Stock.man: 

March 13, 1984 

This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Defense on a legislative proposal from 
the Justice Department, "To amend title 18, United States 
Code, to establish criminal sanctions for the manufacture, 
importation or criminal use of certain handgun ammunition." 

The following comments are made with respect to two 
aspects of the draft bill: the impact of the proposed 
legislation on the Department of Defense, and the validity 
of the testing proposed. 

The legislation would establish criminal penalties 
for the manufacture or importation of "armor-piercing" 
handgun ammunition, and would establish minimum mandatory 
sentences for criminal use of "high power" handgun 
ammunition. Both "armor-piercing" and "high power" 
ammunition are to be defined by a specified test procedure. 
The test procedure involves the use of a "Universal" 
receiver, standard test barrels, a photo-electric chrono
graph, and a test target consisting of a holding fixture 
and standard aluminum plates. 

Test resources required are extensive, far beyond the 
capability of typical forensic laboratories. In fact, 
Department of Defense facilities have custody of the over
whelming majority of the required Universal receivers extant. 
Given that there are over 1300 licensed ammunition manu
facturers in the country and more than 700 anununition 
importers, the test workload to certify production anununition 
lots, not to mention testing for criminal prosecution, could 
be tremendous. With test resources scarce and the lion's 
share under Department of Defense control, it is anticipated 
that pressure to involve Department of Defense compliance 
and enforcement testing is likely to develop. This possibility 
would result in an unfortunate drain on the finite resources 
available to accomplish the existing Department of Defense 
mission. 

/ 



The testing workload is exacerbated by the fact that 
qualification of ammunition is a continuous process. A 
round cannot be certified into perpetuity by a one-time 
test. Rather, cartridges must be tested on a recurring 
and statistically significant sampling basis throughout 
the production cycle. The test program of the draft bill 
would commit the goverment to a continuing burden involving 
funds, manpower, and test resources. 

The following technical comments are provided to 
assist in developing workable legislation. 

With regard to the validity of the test procedure, 
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we note that any correlation between the ability of a 
projectile to penetrate a Kevlar vest and its ability to 
perforate aluminum plates is undemonstrated. The mechanism 
of penetration for Kevlar may be "petalling" or "shear 
plugging," quite different in the case of metal plates. 
Kevlar is sensitive to the angle of incidence of projectiles, 
a factor unaddressed in the test procedure. A bullet design 
might be effective in penetrating the woven fabric of a 
Kevlar vest, yet the same round could be inconsequential 
against metal. Thus, the test may not measure what it is 
intended to measure: a bullet's ability to injure a human 
target protected by a Kevlar vest. Incidentally, Type 
IIIA body armor, stipulated as a reference standard in the 
Justice letter, has yet to be defined. Testing to an 
undefined standard is problematical. 

The choice of expensive, scarce test equipment has 
been noted. Non-vented test barrels have been specified 
which generally produce higher velocities than production 
handguns. However, handguns may have barrels longer than 
the standard, attaining higher bullet velocities and deeper 
penetration than their ammunition would in the test setup. 
A more realistic test would be to fire at standard test 
panels of Kevlar, backed by flesh simulant, using pro
duction handguns (the weapon of evidence in prosecutions) . 

Since instumental velocity data is not required in 
the test, the chronograph should be removed from the setup. 
Using production handguns without chronographs would permit 
testing at local levels without the necessity to task 
elaborate test resources. Further, test procedures should 
specify ambient temperature of the ammunition because 
pressure and velocity are somewhat sensitive to that variable. 



Given the test procedure for the category termed 
"high power" ammunition, we note that difficulties may 
be encountered in applying the sanction. A test pro
cedure based on perforrnation of a single aluminum plate 
will exclude few cartridges from the high power category. 
Further, correspondence between lethality, aluminum 
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plate penetration, and Kevlar penetration is not established. 

In summary, the Department of Defense would not object 
to the proposed legislation provided that Defense test 
resources are expressly excluded from use to further the 
purposes of the bill. As noted, we have serious technical 
reservations concerning the validity of the various test 
procedures proposed and have provided comments to assist 
in these areas. 

Sincerely, 

L. Niederlehner 
Acting General Counsel 
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WlllTE HOUSE Sf MEMORANDUM 

; -.--·- ~ ~--,.-..-·-... ·--~ 
- . . . . ' 

DATE: ___ M_a~y-'_·4 _____ '_- _ ACTION/CONCURRENCEJCOMMENT DUE BY: NOON TODAY -, ,.. 
""'~~------ --

SUBJECT:~ __ RE __ MARK ____ s_: __ N_A_T_r_o_N_AL ___ R_I_F_L_E __ A_s_s_o_c_I_A~T_I_O_N_C_O_N_V_E_N_T_I_O_N ________________ _ 

(5/3 7:30 p.m draft) 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT 0 w GERGEN ~ 0 

MEF.sE 0 if HARPER v 0 

BAKER 0 ;j JENKINS 0 0 

DEAVER 0 MURPHY 0 0 

STOCKM.\N "V"' 0 ROLLINS ~ 0 
....----,,,.- -·--···· . .. . ... : .:--,,"'---~ 

~ ,·"''tlARK ~ 0 WHITTLESEY 0 
~ ... ,~,.,..,,.,,.,_::"----- .... . :-:-· .. ::·; ·_· .. --;:-..c:-=:=--~~ 

~ ..,,, 
DARM . .\N OP WILLIAMSON 0 

DUBERSTEIN ~ 0 VON DAMM 0 0 

FELDSTEIN 0 0 BRADY /SPEAKES ~ 0 

FIELDING 0 0 ROGERS 0 ~ BAKSH IAN 
FULLER 0 0 ~ 0 

HENKEL 

~marks: 

The attached has been forwarded to the President. Please 
provide any minor comments/ edits directly to Aram Bakshian 
by noon today, with an information copy to my office. 

Thank you. 

Response: 

Rkhard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL CONVENTION 
PHOENIX, ARIZONA 
FRIDA~, MAY 6, 1983 

(Elliott) 
May 3, 1983 
7:30 p.m. 

President Gaffney, officers, honored guests, and may I add 

with great pride and pleasure -- my fellow members of the 

National Rifle Association. 

I'm delighte~ to be here in Phoenix, in this great, good 

neighbot State of Al:izona. And I'm delighted to be with all of 

you. It does my spirit good to be with people who never lose 
; 

faith in America, who never stop believing in har future -- and 

who never back down one inch from defending the constitutional 

freedoms that are every A.~erican's birthright•~ 

What an honor to be together on the llOth annual meeting of 

this great organization. Nowadays, I'm honored to belong to any 

organization that's been around longer than I have. 

Not too long ago, I had a very memorable visit from your 

officials. They walked into the Oval office with some members of 

the "F" troop of the Texas army. Now when I saw how those 

fellows were dressed, and what they were packing, I didn't know 

whether to stretch out my hand, or make a run for it through the 

Rose Garden. 

Well, it turned out they wanted to induct me into the Texas 

army, and to give me a beautiful, hand-bra~te~ flintlock rifle. 

Thank you for taking such good care of it. And Chris Hirsch 

are you out there? -- I just want you to know again how much I 

appreciate it and look forward to using it someday. 
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Being a part of this group, you know that good orgapizations 

don't just happen. They take root in a body of shared beliefs. 

They grow strong from leadership with vision, initiative and 

determination to reach great goals. And what you've accomplished 

speaks for itself: · more than 2!.:i million members and NRA's 

getting stronger every day. 

May I just say we have great respect for your fine leaders 

in Washingtnn: Harlan Carter, Warren Cassidy and your Institute 

for Legislative Action. Believe me, they're effective. 

We saw proof of NRA' s strength recently. Some of you share 
.{ 

a special blessing with me -- you're Californians. And you 

' shocked California last November when you mobilized to help send 

Propos-3..tion- 15 down to defeat. You pointed ou~ that police would 

be so busy arresting handgun owners, they would be unable to 

protect the people against criminals. -- · It-Ls -a nasty truth, but 

those who seek to inflict harm are not fazed by gun control laws. 

I happen to know this from personal experience. 

You know, I've always felt a special bond with the members 

of your group. You live by Lincoln's words, "Important 

principles may and must be inflexible." Your philosophy puts its 

trust in people. So you insist individuals be held responsible 

f-0r their actions. The NRA believes America's · laws were made to 

be obeyed; and that our constitutional liberties are just as 

i~portant today as 200 years ago. And by ·the way, the 

Constitution does not say Government shall decree the right to 

keep and bear arms. The Constitution says " ... the right of 

t~e people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed." 
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I believe we share the same goal: a strong America·, 

carrying the banner of freedom, and secure from threats to her 

domestic tranquility, economjc well-being and national security. 

No group .does more to promote g~n safety and respect for the 

laws of this land than the NRA, and I thank you. Still, we've 

both heard the charge that supporting gunowners' rights 

encourages a violent, shoot-em-up society. But just a minute. 

D.on' + ":l.;y understand that most violent crimes are not committed 

by decent, law-abidinq citizens, they're conmritted by career 

criminals. Guns don't make criminals. Hard-core criminals use 

guns, and locking them up and throwing away the key is the best 

gun control law we could ever have. 
t .;_ '-

When I was Governor of California, we added 5 to 15 years to 

the sentence of any criminal who committed a crime with a 

f irearrn. I am even more convinced today that this is the right 

appro~ch. 

I've said many times . that our Administration did not come to 

Washington to continue business as usual. Either we make 

fundamental reforms that change things for the better, or we 

aren't doing our job. We think it's time for our loved ones to 

walk the streets of America without being afraid. 

So we have declared war on organized crime and the career 

criminal element in America. More than 100. prosecutors' offices 

are working with special teams around the country to throw the 

book at career criminals in court. And we are determined to 

cripple the drug pushers who are poisoning the minds and bodies 

of our children. We want mandatory sentences, we want firm and 

speedy application of penal ties,- a·nd we want tougher parole laws. 

-· ·. 
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But there is one thing vie do not · want: We will never di.sarm any 

American who seeks to protect his or her family from fear and 

harm. 

We are making headway in our crackdown on crime, while 

protecting the rights of legitimate gunowners. A recent U.S. 

News and World Report story said, "It may be no accident that the 

first dip in U.S. crime totals in 5 years coincides with a 

nationwide crackdown on 'career criminals.'" Serious crime 

dropped by 4 percent :in 1982, after rising more than 21 percent 

since 1977 and 254 percent since 1962 • 
•• 
~Longer prison sentences and tougher treatment are beginning 

to pay dividends. And make no mistake: this is happening 

becaus~ you the people are fed up witn crime. ' ~You're the ones 

who are organizing neighborh6od patrols, ~upporting your local 

police, insisting that justice be carried out -- and every time 

~:-:::-:---- you do that you keep the spirit of democracy strong in Ameri.ca. 

· ~ We can't solve these terrible problems overnight. But since 
~ 
;// we established a Florida task force against drugs, under the Vice 

President's leadership, drug-related arrests have risen sharply. 

Just last week, our agents trailed then landed behind a 

suspicious plane near LaBelle, Florida. Two drug smugglers 

j-umped out to run away. One of them swam across a canal and hid 

in the bushes. The alligators didn't get him, but our 
·-

enforcement people did. They seized 625 pounds of cocaine valued 

at $187~ million. 

As we crackdown on criminals, we are trying to move forward 

on another front: to reform the firearms laws which needlessly 

interfere with the rights of legitimate gunowners like 
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yourselves. We are working closely with your leadership and 

Congressional sponsors of fire~rms legislation, such as.Senators 

McClure and Hatch and Congressman Volkmer. I look forward to 

signing a bill that truly protects the r~ghts of law-abiding 

citizens, without diminishing the effectiveness of criminal law 

enforcement against the misuse of firearms. 

Your leadership's support has been important to us. Just 

last year, I signed two amendments into law: one eliminated 

unneces~ary recordkeeping requiJ::ementa on 22-caliber rim.fira 

ammunition; the other saved many custom gunsmiths from financial 

ruin;; 

I want you to know that I am in favor of the Civilian 

Marksmanship Program. I support this ·idea because, clear back to 

World War I, one of the great talents of American soldiers has 

been their marksmanship. And it turned out they developed this 

from shooting at targets as young boys. So I am asking Secretary 

Weinberger to study ways in which the marksmanship program can be 

improved. 

May I say a few words about conservation and the group I 

consider the foremost conservationists of our wildlife resources: 

America's sportsmen -- hunters and fishermen. · As Teddy Roosevelt 

recognized, "The free, self-reliant, adventurous life, with its 

rugged ..• democracy; the wild surroundings, the grand beauty · 

of the scenery, the chance to study the.way and habits of the 

woodland creatures -- all these unite to give to the career of 

the ... hunter its peculiar charm." 

Unfortunately, there has been a kind of elitist attitude in 

Washington that vast natural resource areas must be locked up to 

.~ -. 
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save the planet from mankind. I'm proud to say that Secretary of 

the Interior-, Jim Watt, and I have a different philosophy -- one 

based on respect for both map and nature. We believe in the 

concept of stewardship, caring for the resources we have for the 

benefit bf mankind. 

Now let me be clear about those words: stewardship for the 

benefit of mankind. Our Administration favors economic 

development -- but not within our national parks or within our 

wilderness areas. We have not and will never propose that. What 

we da say is: When the last Administration arbitrarily closed 

40 million acres of Alaskan land telling sports hunters to stay 

out, then, yes, you bet we think that was wrong and we're trying 
• ' .... 

to correct it. 

We're trying to correct something else, too. A 1980 General 

Accounting Office report warned of health and safety health 

hazards in our national parks. The previous Administration had 

=ut the National Park Service budget for restoration and 

improvement every year. We have doubled it. 

With the active support of NRA, we have also addressed one 

of America's most neglected and serious environmental problems 

the destruction of our wetlands. We have introduced in the 

Congress the most important wetlands protection legislative 

proposal in history. 

Our national parks, national wildlife refuges, coastal 

barriers, wetlands, national forests and public lands ·are better 

managed today than they were' 2 years ago -- and I think that 

story merits more attention than it's received. 
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Another point which should be better understood: The 

backbone of our conservation efforts begins with American 

sportsmen. For over 40 years, hunters have been paying a special 

excise tax on sporting arms and ammunitions through the 

Pittman-Robertson Act -- nearly $1.2 billion since 1939. State 

wildlife managers have used these funds to preserve and enhance 

valuable wildlife habitats. Such wild creatures as the white 

tail deer, ruffled grouse, wild turkey and pronghorn antelope, 

. \. 

which were threatened with extraction in many areas have been 

brought back, in some cases, to great abundance. 
:i 

~This past year alone, American hunters have paid more than 

$107 million toward these conservation efforts. The money will 

fund important studies of game and their habitat; it will provide 

food and habitat projects for wildlife; and portions will go for 

hunter safety and education courses -- where our youngsters will 

be taught marksmanship, firearms safety, and some of the values 

and ethics of hunting and . the outdoors. 

I deeply appreciate your contributions to preserving our 

national treasures for the benefit of our people and future 

generations. 

This idea of stewardship preserving ~nd caring for what 

we have, bringing our economy back to health, so you, the people, 

can make us great again -- that's a crucial part of keeping 

America free and making her secure·. I know the road to recovery 

has been long and hard. Too many people are still out of work. 

But I believe with all my heart that we have turned the corner, 

we are on our way back, and like that fighter, R~cky Balboa --

America is getting strong now_. 

.~ 



You know, when I see inflation down, interest rates· down, 

tax rates being cut, industrial production and productivity up, 

housing starts and auto· sale~ up, and workers being ~alled back, 

I wonder about something: Now that our program is doing what we 

said it would, how come they don't call it Reaganornics anymore? 

Oh yes, some critics say nothing is right. They oppose 

budget savings, they oppose tax cuts. Despite the calamity they 

created, they continue to resist reform. Their attitude reminds 

me of a comment a great American made about a similar situation. 

"Thos.e who are frightened," he said, "by boldness and cowed by 
, 

the necessity for making decisions complain that all we have done 

is unnecessary and subject to great risks. Now that these people - ~ ~ 

are corning out of their storm cellars, they fo~get that there 

ever was a storm." 

Those words were spoken by President Franklin Roosevelt in 

1934. Well, I haven't forgotten the storm that was raging around 

every family in 1980. With all due respect, may I remind our 

critics: those who saddled this Nation with double-digit 

i~flation, 21~ percent interest rates the highest in more than 
. 

100 years -- and the worst tax burden in our peacetime history, 

t~ey are the last people who should be giving serrnonettes on 

fairness and compassion. 

If inflation had continued as it was when they were in 

office, a family of four on a fixed income of- $20,000 would be 

more than $1,500 poorer in purchasing power today. If their tax 

increases had stayed on the books, and our tax cuts had not been 

passed, a median-income fa.mily of four would be paying $700 more 

i~ Federal income taxes this year. If this is the liberal idea 
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of fairness and compassion, may the good Lord be with yo~ if 

Teddy and Tip ever get their Irish up. 

President John F. Kennedy said in· 1963, " ... the largest, 

single barrier to full employment . · .• and to a higher rate of 

economic growth is the . . . heavy drag of Federal income taxes 

on private purchasing power, initiative and incentive." Those 

wise words are just as true today. I will veto any attempt to 

tamper with the third year of your tax cut, or the indexinn 

p.rovisie:>n. Indexing is the best security middle-income families 

have against bracket creep -- inflation pushing you into higher 

and higher tax brackets. Those who would strip you of this 

protection are tax grabbers, pure and simple. 

'N:le Un·i ted States did not run up -a trilli~n dollar debt 

because you'r~ not taxed enough. We got that debt because 

·-- - -- Government spends too much. We need spending restraint, not tax 

increases. I want to work with the Congress, but not at your 

expense, and not at the risk of sabotaging this recovery we 

worked so hard to achieve. 

Nor must we gamble, ever again, with the security of this 

country by neglecting our defense readiness. The day I took 

office, our armed forces were in a shocking state of neglect. We 

had shortages of skilled manpower, faulty equipment, lack of 

spare parts, and insufficient fuel and ammunition for proper 

training. We had planes that couldn't fly ·, ships that couldn't 

leave port and helicopters that couldn't stay aloft. 

I believe it is immoral to ask the sons and daughters of 

A.~erica to protect this land .with second-rate equipment and 

bargain basement weapons. If they can put their lives on the 

.-
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. line ·to protect our way ~f life, then by golly we can giye them 

the weapons, training, and money they need to do the job right. 

When it comes to keeping America safe and strong, when it comes 

to keeping America free, there should be no Republicans or 

Democrats, only patriotic Americans worki~g together for the 

greater good. 

We are doing that. We've begun to pay our soldiers a decent 

wage. We've increased pilot flying time, extended ~:isic. training 

and restocked spare parts inventories. The level and quality of 

recruits are up sharply. 
' .• 

'. By providing adequate compensation for our soldiers, by 

giving them the tools they need to do their jobs, we are 

restoring d1gnity, honor and pride to the unif~rm of the United 

States military and we dare not sacrifice that. 

The people who disagree with our side rebuilding its 

military security don't seem to understand: Our side is the only 

side where people are permitted to disagree -- and that should 

make them nervous. It is not America that attacks and occupies 

other countries; we conduct no worldwide campaign of subversion 

and terr-0rism; we build no walls to keep our people in, or use 

armies of secret police and gulag prison camps to keep them 

quiet. 

We are a free people, a democratic people; we believe in God 

and we love peace. But let us remember what ~eorge Washington 

warned in 1790: That to be prepared for war is one of the best 

means of preserving the peace. 

There's nothing I want more than a verifiable agreement with 

the Soviet Union to reduce the levels of strategic·weapons. In 
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. the long run, that's the· best way to lower the growth in. defense 

spending. But the Soviets wili only bargain in good faith if 

they understand we're determined to defend freedom and I'm 

determined they will understand that. 

Now 9 days ago, I addressed the Congress on the subject of 

Central America, where the United States has fundamental and 

far-reaching interests. El Salvador is 10 miles closer to 

Phoenix than Phoenix is to Washington. The r0opi~ of El Salvador 

are not~perfect, they have made mistakes, as we have made 

mistakes. But they are trying, with great bravery and against 

tremendous odds, to build the dream of a soc1ety like ours. 

They understand that government must rest on the consent of 

the governed; that only when people are free t~ worship, create 

and build, only when they are given a personal stake in deciding 

their destiny, and benefitting from their own risks -- only then 

will their society become dynamic, prosperous, progressive and 

free. 

But El Salvador ·is under attack. · Guerillas with contempt 

for democracy, and armed-to-the-teeth by Nicaragua, Cuba and the 

Soviets, are determined. to shoot their way into power. We have 

asked the Congress for a modest package of assistance for the 

r~gion -- with three times as much economic aid as military aid. 

But military aid is essential, because the guerillas are 

deliberately and systematically destroying· El Salvador's 

economy -- blowing up bridges, railroads, water facilities, 

telephone and electrical systems. These are not the actions of 

people who love the common man and who seek to reform their 
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system. They are the actions of thugs who trample the common man 

in their quest for total power. 

So we face a choice: wjll we give El Salvador ber chance to 

walk beside us in the sunlight of de~ocracy? Or will we turn our 

backs on a friend, letting her slide into·a dark night of 

tyranny, rationalizing our inaction with detached lectures on 

morality? 

Running away from this clear-cut ~~,~~nsibil1ty would reward 

agression and bring dishonor on the good name of the United 

States. It would swell the tide of political and economic 

instability in Central America, creating a new army of refugees 

and bringing danger closer and closer to home. I appeal to you . ~ ~ 

today: tell your representatives they cannot remain indiffer~nt 

to another Communist takeover on our doorstep. 

Standing up for America also means standing up for the God 

who has so blessed this land. If we could remember that Moses 

brought down 10 Commandments, not 10 suggestions, and if those of 

us who live for Jesus could remember that He wants us to love our 

Lord and our neighbor, then there is no limit to the problems we 

could solve, or the mountains we could climb together as a mighty 

force for good. 

The United States remains the last, best hope for a mankind 

plagued by tryanny and deprivation. America is no stronger than 

its people, and that means you and me. I believe in you. And I 

believe that if we work together, then one day, we will say: We 

have.fought the good fight; we have finished the race; we have 

kept the faith. And to our children, and our children's 
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. children, we can say, w~ did all that could be done in t~e moment 

that was given to us here on Earth. 

Thank you all, and God bless you. 

i 

I 
I 

i 

I 
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American who seeks to protect his or her 

family from fear and harm. 

We are making headway in our crackaown on crime. A recent 

U.S. News and World Report story said, nlt may be no accident 

that the first dip in U.S. crime totals in 5 years coincides with 

a nationwide crackdown on 'career criminals.'" Serious reported , 

crime dropped by 4 percent in 1982, after rising more than 

21 percent since 1977 and 254 percent since 1962. 

Longer prison sentences and tougher treatment are beginning 

to pay dividends. And make no mistake: this is happe ning 

because you the people are fed up with crime. You're the ones 

who are organizing neighborhood patrols, supporting your local 

police, insisting that justice be carried out -- and every time 

you do that you keep the spirit of democracy strong in America. 

This morning, I had the pleasure of meeting Arizona's Sun City 

Posse, a group which has had great success roping in the bad 

guys. They're not a posse in the old-time sense, just 

individuals who patrol their neighborhoods in their cars, wearing 

hard hats and carrying whistles and flashlights. 

May 15 marks the beginning of National Police Week. I urge 

you and every citizen to let our men and women in blue across 

America know: _ "!::_stand with you, this week and every week of 
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the year~" Jmot
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Longer prison sentences and tougher treatment are beginning 

to pay dividends. And make no mistake: this is happening 
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This morning} I had the pleasure of meeting Arizona's Sun City 

Posse} a group which has had great success roping in the bad 

guys, They're not a posse in the old-time sense} just 
individuals who patrol their neighborhoods in their carsJ wearing 
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~- May 15 marks the beginning of National Pol ice Week. I urge 

you and every citizen to let our men and women in blue across 
America know: "We stand with youJ this week and every week of 

the year." Another way NRA can help our police is to support 

our efforts for a minimum mandatory term of five years 
imprisonment for the use of armor-piercing bullets during 

a federal crime of violence. 
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officer for the day. So, you're dismissed. 
[Laughter] Let's be careful out there. 

Thank you. 

Note: The President spoke at 10:10 a.m. at 
the posse's headquarters. Maurine E. Bark
doll is commander of the posse. 

Older Americans Month, 1983 

Proclamation 5058. May 6, 1983 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Throughout our history, the American 

people have held a special place in their 
hearts for our older citizens. 

From this Nation's earliest days, when the 
wisdom and eloquence of our elder states
men played such an important role in the 
creation of our Republic, to this era of re· 
newed private sector initiative, where so 
many of our senior citizens toil in volunteer 
armies of conununity service across the 
land, older Americans remain a vital force 
in our national life. 

We recognize that no single group in our 
society has done more to build America and 
to shape our national character than our 
nearly thirty-three million older citizens. 
We treasure their continuing involvement 
and the unique understanding they bring to 
us. Their wisdom, experience, insights, and 
accomplishments merit an invaluable place 
in our culture and economy. 

Through hard work and creativity, our 
older Americans have made enormous con
tributions throughout their lives to preserve 
our way of life and our standard of living. 

Now we must keep faith with them. 
It is our responsibility to protect them by 

reducing inflation-that monster which eats 
at savings and pensions and destroys the 
independence and well-being of our older 
Americans. 

Of particular importance to our older citi
zens is the integrity of their pension funds. 
The recent rise in business confidence and 
the resulting surge in the net worth of in
vestments have significantly increased the 

value of America's pension funds. These de
velopments remind us that the most impor
tant step we can take for all Americans, but 
especially our senior citizens, is to follow 
economic policies that \\ill create noninfla
tionary growth. 

It is a!so our responsibility to keep faith 
with our older citizens by guaranteeing a 
secure and stable social security system so 
they might live in dignity. The recent 
amendments to the Social Security Act 
assure the elderly that America will always 
uphold the promises made in troubled 
times a half-century ago. 

The future of our older Americans should 
be as sweet as the memories of their youth. 
I believe the future for our older citizens 
holds as much promise as the achievements 
of their past. In this twenty-first annual ob
servance of Older Americans Month, we 
celebrate that potential. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the month of May 1983 as 
Older Americans Month. I ask public offi
cials at all levels, conununity agencies, edu
cators, the clergy, the conununications 
media, and the American people to take 
this opportunity to honor older Americans 
and to consider how we may make it possi· 
hie for them to enjoy their later years. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this sixth day of May, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty
three, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and seventh. 

Ronald Reagan 

[Filed idth the Office of the Federal Regis
ter, 2:29 p.m., May JO, 1983] 

National Rifle Association 

Remarks at the Association's Annual 
Members Banquet. May 6, 1983 

President Gaffney, offiLers, Members of the 
Congress, honored guests-may I add with 
pride and pleasure-my fellow members of 
the National Rifle Association: 

669 
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I'm delighted to be here in Phoenix in 
this great, good neighbor State of Arizona, 
and I'm delighted to be with all of you. It 
does my spirit good to be with people who 
ne\'er lose faith in America, who never stop 
belie\ing in her future, and who never back 
down one inch from defending the constitu
tional freedoms that are every American's 
birthright. 

And while I was thanking all of you for a 
warm welcome, I understand that in an
other room, unable to fit into this one, are 
about a thousand more people that are 
watching through closed-circuit tele\'ision. 
And I welcome them and thank them for 
being present. And it's wonderful also to 
know that I'm on daytime TV and not the 
late, late show. [Laughter) 

Before I get into my remarks, I would 
like to pause a moment and report to you 
on some very good news from another part 
of world that I've just received. 

For the past 2 months, I and others in our 
administration have been closely involved 
in negotiations in the Middle &s"t. And this 
morning I had the pleasure of speaking 
with Secretary Shultz, who is there in the 
Middle East, Defense Minister Moshe Arens 
of Israel, and then I talked to Prime Minis
ter Begin. And they reported to me on the 
decision of the Israeli Cabinet to accept in 
principle the agreement worked out by Sec
retary Shultz for the withdrawal of Israeli 
forces from Lebanon. 

This agreement is a 'step forward. It can 
lead to the restoration of Lebanon's sover
eignty throughout its territory while also 
ensuring that southern Lebanon will not 
again become a base for hostile actions 
against Israel. Through diligent and patient 
diplomacy, we're pro\ing once again that 
direct negotiations are the best path to 
peace between Israel and her neighbors. 
I'm sure that all those who seek peace and 
stabilitv in Lebanon will welcome this deci
sion by the Israeli Cabinet and will join us 
in seeking wider support. 

At times the challenge of resolving the 
problems of the Middle East and the world 
may seem long and difficult, but the alter
native is chaos, conflict, and more humane 
suffering-human suffering, I should say. 
The United States is committed to peaceful 
progress. Ours is the way of reason and ne-
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gotiation, and we will never swerve from 
that path. 

I want •o salute Prime Minister Begin and 
the Israeli Cabinet today, just as I salute 
President Gemayel and the leadership of 
Lebanon And mav I add a word or two on 
behalf of Secreter)· George Shultz and our 
Ambassador Phil Habib, whose tireless ef
forts and dedication to reason have done so 
much to make this possible. Today we have 
crossed an important threshold on the path 
to peace. 

And, now, back to business. And what an 
honor to be together on the 112th annual 
meeting of this great organization. As a 
matter of fact, I'm honored to belong to any 
organization that's been around longer than 
I have. [Laughter) 

Not too long ago, I had a very memorable 
visit from your officials. They walked into 
the Oval Office with some members of the 
"F" troop of the Texas army. Now, when I 
saw how those fellows were dressed, and 
what they were packing, I didn't know 
whether to stretch out my hand, or make a 
run for it through the Rose Garden. 
[Laughter) Well, it turned out they wanted 
to induct me into the Texas army and to 
give me a beautiful, hand-crafted flintlock 
rifle. And I thank you for taking such good 
care of it. because it's in your museum now. 

Being a part of this group, you know that 
good organizations don't just happen. They 
take root in a body of shared beliefs. They 
grow strong from leadership with vision, 
initiative, and determination to reach great 
goals. And what you've accomplished speaks 
for itself-more than 2112 million members, 
and NR..\'s getting stronger every day. 

May I just say that we have great respect 
for your fine, effective leaders in Washing
ton-Harlan Carter, Warren Cassidy, and 
your Institute for Legislative Action. We 
saw proof of NRA's strength a few months 
ago. Some of you share a special blessing 
with me-you 're Californians. And you 
shocked California last ~ovember when you 
mobilized to send help and to down Propo
sition 15 and defeat it. You pointed out that 
police would be so busy arresting handgun 
owners d1at they would be unable to pro
tect the people against criminals. 

Ifs a nasty truth, but those who seek to 
inflict hann are not fazed by gun control 
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laws. I happen to know this from personal 
experience. 

You know, I've always felt a special bond 
with the members of your group. You live 
by Lincoln's words, "Important principles 
may and must be inflexible ... Your philos
ophy put its trust in people. So, you insist 
on individuals being held responsible for 
their actions. The NRA believes that Arneri
ca 's laws were made to be obeyed and that 
our constitutional liberties are just as impor
tant today as 200 years ago. 

And by the way, the Constitution does 
not say that government shall decree the 
right to keep and bear arms. The Constitu
tion says ". . . the right of the people to 
keep and bear Arms, shall not be in
fringed ." [Applause] Thank you very much. 
I wish I'd saved that and said it last. 
[Laughter] 

But I believe we share the same goal, a 
strong America, carrying the banner of 
freedom and secure from threats to our do
mestic tranquility, economic well-being, 
and national security. 

No group does more to promote gun 
safety and respect for the laws of this land 
than the NRA, and I thank you. Still, we've 
both heard the charge that supporting gun
owners rights encourages a violent, shoot
em-up society. But just a minute. Don't 
they understand that most violent crimes 
are not committed by decent, law-abiding 
citizens? They're committed by career 
criminals. Guns don't make criminals. Hard
core criminals use guns. And locking them 
up, the hard-core criminals up, and throw
ing away the key is the best gun-control law 
we could ever have. 

When I was Governor of California, we 
dealt \\-;th gun control-we added 5 to 15 
years to the sentence of any criminal who, 
while committing a crime, had a gun in his 
possession, whether he used that gun or 
not. Now, I'm even more convinced than 
ever that this is the right approach if 
they're going to talk about something to do 
with guns and crime. 

I've said many times that our administra
tion didn"t come to Washington to continue 
business as usual. Either we make funda
mental reforms that change things for the 
better, or we aren't doing our job. We think 
it's time for our loved ones to walk the 
streets of America without being afraid. 

So, we have declared war on organized 
crime and the career criminal element in 
America. More than a hundred prosecutors' 
offices are working "1111ith special teams 
around the country to throw the book at 
career criminals in court. And we're deter
mined to cripple the drug-pushers who are 
poisoning the minds and bodies of our chil
dren. We want mandatory sentences. We 
want firm and speedy application of penal
ties. And we want to abolish parole for Fed
eral offenses. But there's one thing we do 
not want: We will never disarm any Ameri
can who seeks to protect his or her family 
from fear and harm. 

You know, I have to interject something I 
hadn't planned to say here-but having 
mentioned being the Governor of Califor
nia, during a time when they were talking 
gun control there in our State, I received a 
letter, a most unusual letter, from a convict
ed burglar serving time in San Quentin 
Prison. And he \\-Tote and told me that he 
just thought from his vantage point, where 
he was, he'd like to tell me how happy it 
would make all of them if we would adopt 
gun control. And then he explained the 
inside of his profession. He said, "We can 
case a place, a home. We can watch and 
learn the habits of the people that live 
there when they're in and out and all of 
that . But," he said, "the one thing that 
always sticks in our mind that we can never 
answer is, is that one of those homes where 
the fellow has a gun in a drawer by the 
bedi1" And he said that, "That's the one that 
scares us most of all . So," he said, "there'd 
be a lot of smiles in this place if you would 
adopt gun control." 

We are making headway in our crack
down on crime. A recent U.S. News and 
World Report story said that "It may be no 
accident that the first dip in U.S. crime 
totals in 5 years coincides with a nation\\-;de 
crackdown on career criminals." Well, seri
ous reported crime dropped by 4 percent 
in 1982, after rising more than 21 percent 
since 1977 and 254 percent since 1962. 

Longer prison sentences and tougher 
treatment are beginning to pay dividends. 
And make no mistake: This is happening 
because you, the people, are fed up with 
crime. You're the ones who are organizing 
neighborhood patrols, supporting your local 
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police, insisting that justice be carried out
and every time you do that, you keep the 

irit of democracy strong in America. 
This morning I had the pleasure of meet

ing Arizona's Sun City Posse, a group which 
has had great success roping in the bad 
guys. They're not a posse in the old-time 
sense, just individuals who patrol their 
neighborhoods in their cars, wearing hard 
hats and carrying whistles and flashlights. 

May 15th marks the beginning of Nation
al Police Week. I urge you and every citi
zen to let our men and women in blue 
across America know we stand with them 
this week and every week of the year. An
other way NRA can help police is to sup
port our efforts for a minimum mandatory 
term of 5 years imprisonment-and per
haps there'll be some disagreement in this, 
but I have to say it: for the use of annor
piercing bullets during a Federal crime of 
violence. These are designed to truly be a 
threat to law enforcement officers who, so 
many times, have to depend on bulletproof 
vests. 

We can't solve the problems overnight. 
But since we established our Florida task 
force against drugs, drug-related arrests 
have risen sharply. Just last week, our 
agents trailed, and then landed behind a 
suspicious plane near LaBelle, Florida. Two 
drug smugglers jumped out of the plane 
and ran away. One of them swam across a 
canal and hid in the bushes. The alligators 
didn't get him, but our enforcement people 
did. They seized 625 pounds of cocaine 
valued at $1871/z million. 

And let me interject something here. I'm 
not one who often feels or too often vents 
anger, but I want the American people to 
know that they're faced with the most sinis
ter, despicable actions. We have strong evi
dence that high-level Cuban Government 
officials have been involved in smuggling 
drugs into the United States. Attorney Gen
eral Smith and FBI Director Webster have 
assured me that they will use every re
source they have to combat this menace. 
And as we crack dov.'11 on criminals, we're 
trying to mo\'e forward on another front : to 
reform the firearms laws which needlessly 
interfere with the rights of legitimate gun 
ov..ners like yourselves. 

We're working closely v..ith your leader
ship and congressional sponsors of firearms 
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legislation, such as Senators McClure and 
Hatch and Congressman Volkmer. I look 
forward to signing a bill that truly protects 
the rights of law-abiding citizens, without 
diminishing the effectiveness of criminal 
law enforcement against the misuse of fire
arms. 

Your leadership's support has been im
portant to us. Just last year, I signed two 
amendments into law. One eliminated un
necessary recordkeeping requirements on 
22-caliber rirnfire ammunition. The other 
saved many custom gunsmiths from finan
cial ruin. 

And I want you to know that I'm in favor 
of the Civilian Marksmanship program. I 
support this idea because clear back to the 
Revolutionary War, one of the great talents 
of American soldiers has been their marks
manship. And it turned out they developed 
this shooting at targets and plinking as 
young boys. So, I'm asking Secretary Wein
berger to study ways in which the marks
manship program can be improved. 

I'm also happy to report that since I took 
office the sale of M-1 rifles to participants 
and instructors in high-power rifle marks
manship training programs has been in
creased significantly. And I have asked the 
Department of Defense to look at ways in 
which sales might be increased even fur
ther. 

May I say a few words about conservation 
and the group I consider the foremost con
servationists of our wildlife resources-
America's sportsmen, hunters, and fisher
men. A5 Teddy Roosevelt recognized, 'The 
free, self-reliant, adventurous life, with its 
rugged . . . democracy; the wild sur
roundings, the grand beauty of the scenery, 
the chance to study the ways and habits of 
the woodland creatures-all these unite to 
give to the career of the . . . hunter its 
peculiar charm." 

Well, unfortunately, there's been a kind 
of elitist attitude in Washington that vast 
natural resource areas must be locked up to 
save the planet from mankind. Well, we 
have a different philosophy, one based on 
respect for both man and nature. Our ad
ministration believes in the concept of 
stewardship, caring for the resources we 
have for the benefit of mankind. 
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Now, let me be clear about those word!>
"stewardship for the benefit of mankind." 
We favor economic development, but not 
within our national parks or within our wil
derness areas. We have not and never will 
propose that. What we do say is when the 
last administration arbitrarily closed tens of 
millions of acres of Alaskan land, telling 
sports hunters to stay out, then, yes, we 
think that was wrong, and we 're trying to 
correct it. 

We're trying to correct something else, 
too. A 1980 General Accounting Office 
report warned of health and safety hazards 
in our national parks. During the previous 
administration, the National Park Service 
budget for restoration and improvement 
had been cut. Now, I don't usually brag 
about spending money; but we have dou
bled it. We have the active support of NRA. 
We've also addressed one of America's most 
neglected and serious environmental prob
lems, the destruction of our wetlands. 

Our national parks, national wildlife ref
uges and coastal barriers, wetlands, national 
forests, and public lands are better man
aged today than they were just a few years 
ago. And I think that story merits more 
attention than it's received. 

Another point which should be better un
derstood: The backbone of our conservation 
efforts begins with American sportsmen. 
For over 40 years, hunters have been 
paying a special excise tax on sporting anns 
and ammunition through the Pittman-Rob
ertson Act, nearly $1.2 billion since 1939. 
State wildlife managers have used these 
funds to preserve and enhance valuable 
wildlife habitats. Such wild creatures as the 
whitetail deer, the ruffed grouse, wild 
turkey and pronghorn antelope, which 
were threatened with extinction in many 
areas have been brought back, in some 
cases, to great abundance. 

This past year alone, American hunters 
have paid more than $107 million toward 
these conservation efforts. The money will 
fund important studies of game and their 
habitat. It'll provide food and habitat proj
ects for wildlife. And portions will go for 
hunter safety and education courses where 
our youngsters "'ill be taught marksman
ship, firearms safety, and some of the values 
and ethics of hunting and the outdoors. I 
deeply appreciate your contributions to pre-

serving our national treasures for the bene
fit of our people and future generations. 

This idea of stewardship, of preserving 
and caring for what we have, bringing our 
economy back to health so you, the people, 
can make us great again, that's a crucial 
part of keeping America free and making 
her secure. Now, I know that the road to 
recovery has been long and hard. Too many 
people are still out of work. But I believe 
with all my heart that we have turned the 
comer. We are on our way back. And like 
that fighter, Rocky Balboa, America is get
ting stronger now. 

You know, when I see inflation down, in
terest rates down, tax rates being cut, indus
trial production and productivity up, hous
ing starts and auto sales up, and workers 
being called back, 250,000 more people put 
to work last month-now that our program 
is doing what we said it would, I have to ask 
of our critics, how come they're not calling 
it Reaganomics anymore? [Laughter] 

Yes, some critics say nothing is right. 
They oppose budget savings, and they 
oppose tax cuts. Despite the calamity they 
created, they continue to resist reform. 
Their attitude reminds me of a comment a 
great American made about a similar situa
tion. "Those who are frightened," he said, 
"by boldness and cowed by the necessit} 
for making decisions complain that all we 
have done is unnecessary and subject to 
great risks. Now that these people are 
coming out of their storm cellers, they 
forget that there ever was a storm." Well. 
now those words were spoken by President 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt in 1934. 

Well, I haven't forgotten the storm that 
was raging around every family in 1980. 
With all due respect, may I remind our crit
ics: Those who saddled this nation with 
double-digit inflation, 21 lfl percent interes< 
rate!>-the highest in more than a hundred 
year!>-the worst tax burden in our peace
time history, are the last people who should 
be gi"ing sermons on fairness and compas
sion. 

If inflation had continued as it was when 
they were in office, a family of four on a 
fixed income of $20,000 would be mor~ 
than $1,500 poorer in purchasing power 
today. If their tax increases had stayed on 
the books, and our tax cuts hadn't been 
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passed, a median-income family of four 
would be paying $700 nore in Federal 
income taxes this year If this is the liberal 
idea of fairness and compassion, may the 
good Lord be v.ith you if they ever have 
their way. 

President John F. Kennedy said in 1963, 
". . . the largest single barrier to full em
ployment ... and to a higher rate of eco
nomic growth is the . . . heavy drag of Fed
eral income taxes on private purchasing 
power, initiative, ano incentive." Those 
\.\.ise words are just as true today. I will veto 
any attempt to tamper with the third year 
of our tax cut, or the indexing pro"ision. 

And the other day I had a very exciting 
experience when a Member of the Senate 
and a Member of the House walked into my 
office, each presented me a letter; each 
letter signed by enough men in the 
House-men and women in the House and 
enough Senators to guarantee the uphold
ing of any vetoes that I might take with 
regard to the taxing matters. 

Indexing is the best security middle
income families have against bracket 
creep-inflation pushing you into higher 
and higher tax brackets when you get cost
of-lhing pay raises and so forth. Those who 
would strip you of this protection are tax
grabbers, pure and simple. 

The United States didn't run up a trillion
dollar debt because you aren't taxed 
enough. We've got th11t debt because gov
ernment spends too much. We need spend
ing restraint, not tax increases. I want to 
work with the Congress, but not at your 
expense and not at the risk of sabotaging 
this recovery that we worked so hard to 
achieve. 

Nor must we gamble, ever again, with 
the security of this country by neglecting 
our defense readiness. The day I took office, 
our Armed Forces were in a shocking state 
of neglect. I was surprised even though I 
thought I'd known something about it. We 
had shortages of skilled manpower, faulty 
equipment, lack of spare parts, and insuffi
cient fuel and ammunition for proper train
ing. We had planes tha~ couldn't fly for lack 
of spare parts, ships th~t couldn't leave 
port, and helicopters that couldn't stay 
aloft. 

I believe it's immoral to ask the sons and 
daughters of America to protect this land 
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\.\.ith second-rate equipment and bargain
basement weapons. If they can put their 
lives on the line to protect our way of life, 
then, by golly, we can give them the weap
ons, the training, and the money they need 
to do the job right. And when it comes to 
keeping America safe and strong. when it 
comes to keeping America free, there 
should be no Republicans or Democrats, 
only patriotic Americans working together. 

We've begun to pay our military person
nel a decent wage. We've increased pilot 
flying time, extended basic training inven
tories. The level and quality of recruits are 
up sharply with the highest levels they've 
ever been. By providing adequate compen
sation for our soldiers, by giving them the 
tools they need to do their jobs, we're re
storing dignity, honor, and pride to the uni
form of the United States military, and we 
must not-we dare not-sacrifice that. 

The people who disagree \.\.ith our side 
rebuilding its military security don't seem 
to understand: Our side is the only side 
where people are permitted to disagree
and that should make them nervous. It isn't 
America that attacks and occupies other 
countries; we conduct no worldv.ide cam
paign of subversion and terrorism; we don't 
have to build walls to keep our people in, 
or use armies of secret police and gulag 
prison camps to keep them quiet. We're a 
free people, a democratic people; we be
lieve in God and we love peace. But let us 
remember what George Washington 
warned in 1790-that to be prepared for 
war is one of the best means of preserving 
the peace. 

There's nothing I want more than a ver
ifiable agreement with the SO\·iet Union to 
reduce the levels of strategic weapons. In 
the long run, that's the best way to lower 
the growth in defense spending. But the 
Soviets will only bargain in good faith if 
they understand we're determined to 
defend freedom. And rm determined that 
they will understand that. 

Now, 9 days ago, I addressed the Con
gress on the subject of Central America, 
where the United States has fundamental 
and far-reaching interests. We must never 
forget that two-thirds of all our foreign 
trade and petroleum pass through the sea
lanes of that region. Nor can we forget that 
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a country like El Salvador is approximately 
10 miles closer to Phoenix, Arizona, than 
Phoenix is to Was~gton, D .C. 

The people of El Salvador are not per
fect. They're m<>de mistakes as we have 
made mistakes. But they're trying, with 
great bravery and against tremendous odds, 
to build the dream of a society like ours. 
They understand that government must 
depend and rest on the consent of the gov
erned; that only when people are free to 
worship, create, and build, only when they 
are given a personal stake in deciding their 
destiny, and benefiting from their own 
risks--only then will their society become 
dynamic, prosperous, progressive, and free. 

But El Salvador is under attack. Guerrillas 
with contempt for democracy and armed to 
the teeth by Nicaragua, Cuba, and the Sovi
ets are determined to shoot their way into 
power. We have asked the Congress for a 
modest package of assistance for the region, 
with three times as much economic aid as 
military aid. 

But military aid is essential, because the 
guerrillas are deliberately destroying El Sal
vador's economy-blowing up bridges, rail
roads, water facilities, telephone, and elec
trical systems. These are not the actions of a 
people who love the common man and who 
seek to reform their system. They're the 
actions of thugs who trample the common 
man in their quest for total power. 

America face~ a choice: Will we give El 
Salvador her chance to walk beside us in 
the sunlight of democracy, or will we turn 
our backs on a friend, letting her slide into 
a dark night of tyranny, rationalizing our 
inaction with detached lectures on morality. 

Running away from this clear-cut respon· 
sibility would reward aggression and bring 
dishonor on the good name of the United 
States_ It would swell the tide of political 
and economic instability in Central Amer
ica, creating a new army of refugees, and 
bringing dange:- closer and closer to home. 

I appeal to you today: Tell your repre
sentatives they cannot remain indifferent tG 
another Communist takeover on our door
step. 

Standing up for America also means 
standing up for the God who has so blessed 
this land. If we could just keep remember
ing that Moses brought down from the 
mountain 10 Commandments, not 10 sug-

gestions-{laughter}-and if those of us who 
live for the Lord could remember that He 
wants us to love our Lord and our neighbor, 
then there's no limit to the problems we 
could solve or the mountains we could 
climb together as a mighty force for good. 

The United States remains the last, best 
hope for a mankind plagued by tyranny and 
deprivation. America is no stronger than its 
people-and that means you and me. Well, 
I believe in you, and I believe that if we 
work together, then one day we will say, 
"We fought the good fight. We finished the 
race. We kept the faith." And to our chil
dren and our children's children we can 
say, "We did all that could be done in the 
brief time that was given us here on 
Earth." 

Thank you all and God bless you. 

Note: The President spoke at 1 :02 p. m. at 
the Phoenix Civic Plaza. 

Fol/ou,"ing his appearance at the lunch
eon, the President traveled to California 
and Rancho del Cielo, his ranch near Santa 
Barbara. 

Mother's Day, 1983 

Radio Address to 'the Nation. May 7, 1983 

My fellow Americans: 
This is a very special weekend in Ameri

can life, a time specially set aside to honor 
our mothers and the mothers of our chil
dren. As we do, we acknowledge their role 
as the heart of our families and reinforce 
our families as the cornerstone of our soci
ety. 

In our families, and often from our moth
ers, we first learn about values and caring 
and the difference between right and 
\\Tong. Those of us blessed with loving fam
ilies draw our confidence from them and 
the strength we need to face the world. We 
also first learn at home, and, again, often 
from our mothers, about the God who will 
guide us through life. 

The mothers we honor this weekend, 
young or not so young, partners or alone, 
well-to-do or sometimes agonizingly poor, 

675 


