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This is in response to requests by Michael M. Uhlmann, 
Special Assistant to the President, and James W. Cicconi, 
Assistant to the President, for background material on the 
current campaign to require Congress to call a constitutional 
convention to propose a balance-the-budget amendment to the 
federal Constitution. 

As you are no doubt aware, both the current campaign 
in the state legislatures and past campaigns to require Congress 
to call a convention have generated a substantial quantity of 
literature. The material I have assembled includes (1) a 
list of states which have so far a9plied to Congress to call 
a convention and the dates their applications were received 
by the Secretary of Senate, {2) a copy of the text of each of 
the state applications received to date, {3) a memorandum 
prepared by the Office of Legal Counsel dated October 10, 1979 
on the question whether there can be a "limited convention" 
and (4) a copy of the table of contents of the printed record of 
the November 29, 1979 hearing on constitutional convention 
procedures before the Subcommittee on the Constitution of 
the Senate Judiciary, which reprints a generous sampling of 
the available literature on the co~vention clause. 

The recent vote by the Alaska legislature brings to 31 
the number of states which have voted to apply to Congress to 
call such a convention. Article v of the u.s. Constitution 
provides that Congress "shall call a Convention for proposing 
Amendments" "on the Application of the Legislatures of two-
thirds of the several States • " Since two-thirds of 
the states is 34 states, application by only three more states 
will raise the question whether Congress must take the steps 
necessary to the calling of a convention. If that happens, 
the many legal questions relating to the calling of such a 
convention will become more than academic. 



Article v of the Constitution provides two methods for the 
proposing of amendments to the Constitution: 

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses 
shall deem it necessary, shall propose Amendments to 
this Constitution, or on the Application of the Legis­
latures of two thirds of the several States, shall call 
a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in either 
Case, shall be valid to all Intents and purposes, as 
Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legis­
latures of three fourths of the several States, or by 
Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or 
the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the 
Congress. 

Since the convention procedure for amending the Constitution 
has never been used, there is neither judicial nor historical 
precedent to turn to in answering the many legal questions 
that might arise. However, the present and past campaigns 
in the state legislatures to require Congress to call a 
convention have resulted in extensive academic and other 
consideration of: (1) the legal issues that might arise in 
the course of pursuing the convention method and how they 
should be resolved, and (2) the policy pros and cons (mostly 
cons) of pursuing that route. The past campaigns have also 
led to several attempts in Congress to pass legislation 
establishing procedures under the convention clause. Though 
such legislation has never passed both houses of Congress, 
bills supported by Senator Ervin were passed in the Senate 
in 1971 and 1973. 

Many difficult and unsettled legal questions have been 
identified in the literature on the convention clause, including 
the following: (1) Is Congress required to call a convention 
when two thirds of the state legislatures apply? What remedy is 
available if it does not? (2) Can the states in their appli­
cations and/or Congress in calling the convention limit the power 
of the convention to propose amendments to, e.g., balance-the­
budge t amendments? I.e. , can there be a 11 1 im1 tea" convention? 
What happens if the states and Congress attempt such a limitation, 
but there is a "run-away" convention, like the one that 
proposed our present Constitution? 1/ (3) What procedures 
would govern a constitutional convention? Could Congress 
pass binding legislation establishing procedures? If the 

1/ In the summer of 1787 delegates of 12 of 13 states 
assembled in Philadelphia. They had been called by Act of 
Congress, pursuant to Article XIII of the Articles of Confederation. 

[Footnote 1 continued on page 3] 
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convention ignores such procedures, as did the 1787 convention, 11 
what happens? ( 4) What is the role, if any, of the President? 
(5) What is the role, if any, of the courts? Can the courts 
require Congress to call a convention or prohibit it from doing 
so? (6) What are the standards for determining when there have 
been 34 applications, what is a valid application, whether 
applications lapse after a certain amount of time, whether ap­
plications can be rescinded, when differing applications can be 
aggregated to make up the necessary 34 states because they 
have a common thread? Who decides: Congress, the states, 
ultimately the courts? (7) How is the convention to be or­
ganized? How are the States to be represented at the convention? 
Who decides? (8) How are convention-proposed amendments to be 
ratified in the States? Can such amendments lapse? Can states 
rescind? Who decides? 

Some of the more alarming (and one hopes alarmist) 
policy concerns raised by those cautioning against following 
the convention route are the following: 

( 1) If the Convention ignored 1 irni ts on the purpose for 
which called, it is possible that there might be a dispute 
or uncertainty about what was the legitimate government. 

_!./ Continued 

Both the Act and the Articles of Confederation provided that 
the government could not be altered unless the alteration were 
"agreed to in a Congress of the United States ••• and ••• 
confirmed by the Legislatures of every State." The delegates, 
the framers of our Constitution, wanted to propose sweeping 
changes in the old system, changes which included abolishing the 
old Congress. Since the requirements of approval by the old 
Congress and unanimous approval by the states seemed likely 
to stand in the way of their plans, they decided to ignore the 
limitations. The Constitution they drafted to replace the 
Articles of Confederation provided that the new Constitution 
would take effect when it was ratified by popular conventions 
in 9 of the 13 states. Thus the framers invited the states to 
abolish the old national government under the Articles of 
Confederation and form a new one, and to do so without 
following the procedures for alteration contained in the Articles. 

2/ The framers ignored two important procedural limitations 
Tmposed by both the Articles of Confederation and the Act of 
Congress which convened them: the requirement that Congress 
agree to the changes they made and the requirement that any changes 
they proposed be approved by the legislatures of all the 13 states. 
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In particular, if the convention amended the current constitution's 
procedures for amendment, 3/ went on to substantially alter 
the form or means of electTon of the national government and 
then its proposed amendments were ratified under the new 
procedures 4/ a new government might be formed which the 
existing government considered illegitimate. There were two 
governments claiming to be in charge of Rhode Island in 1841 
and 1842, see Luther v. Borden, 7 How. 1 (1849). While 
this seernslilgfily unlikely in 1982, concern about a convention 
running away has led the Senate to include in the bills it 
has passed provisions requiring delegates to take an oath to 
limit themselves to the subject(s) named by Congress in the 
resolution calling the convention. 

(2) The convention route creates the danger of confron­
tations among Congress, the convention, the Supreme Court, 
and the states. For example, suppose that Congress (in 
deciding whether the necessary number of states have applied 
to it) concludes that a number of the state applications are 
invalid. If the Supreme Court reviews that determination 
and disagrees, will it order Congress to call a convention? 
If the Court refuses to review Congress' determination, or 
agrees that the applications are invalid, are any remedies 
available to the states under the convention clause? If the 
Congress believes that the convention went beyond its scope, 
will it refuse to treat amendments proposed by the convention 
as legitimate? If Congress refuses, can Supreme Court review 
be had? Suppose that the Court concludes tha.t the amendment 
is not legitimate, or declines to review the question. What 
will the states have left open to them to vindicate their 
amendment process? Or if the Court concludes that the amendment 
is legitimate, will it order Congress to abide by it? 

(3) There is the risk, should the convention make extensive 
changes in the Constitution, of throwing out nearly 200 years 
of accumulated wisdom on how to interpret its present provisions. 

Since another well-tested method of amending the Consti­
tution exists, and since many objectives can be reached by means 
other than constitutional amendment, these policy considerations, 
it is urged, lead to the conclusion that the convention method 
should be used only as a last resort. Only after all else, 

3/ E.g., to require only 35 states to ratify. 

4/ All of these things occurred at the time of the 1787 
Convention, see note 1 above. 
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including the existing political process, has.demonstrably failed 
should the states require Congress to call a convention. Of 
course, if all else has failed and Congress persists in taking 
no action in the face of widespread popular and state demand, 
the convention clause of rs an alternate lawful means to amend 
the Constitution. 

The current drive to persuade two thirds of the.states 
to apply for a convention had succeeded in the legislatures 
of some two dozen states before national attention focused on 
it in 1979. 

"These state legislatures had voted with the most 
remarkable inattention to what they were really 
doing. Typically, the legislatures did not even 
hold hearings on the unresolved questions of Article 
v. Typically, the legislative debates were brief 
and perfunctory, essentially up-and-down votes on 
whether one was for or against a balanced budget. 
Yet what was adopted, typically, was a resolution 
which said that, unless Congress submitted a budget 
amendment of its own, the state was applying under 
Article V for a constitutional convention. 5/ 

National attention began to focus on the campaign in early 1979, 
and after New Hampshire became the 30th state to pass such 
legislation in May 1979, no further states took action until 
Alaska did so in January 1982. There had been considerable 
uncertainty on the part of the states about where to send 
applications and whether they had to be sent to Congress at 
all, as well as no consistent procedures on how to handle 
applications when they were received in the Congress. 6/ 
Thus a number of applications were sent in late, or more 
than once, after attention focused on the convention procedure. 

Some generalizations can be made on the basis of a review 
of the text of the state applications. While there is wide 
variation in the language of the 30 state applications that 
have been received by the Secretary of the Senate, it is possible 
to categorize them by certain similarities. \'lhen that has been 
done, it is apparent both that there is a common thread, and 
that there are enough differences to raise questions about 
whether they can all be aggregated to reach the two-thirds re­
quirement. 

5/ Gunther, The Convention Method of Amending the United States 
Constitution, 14 Georgia Law Review 314, 316-17 (1979). 

6/ Cong. Rec. E904 (daily ed. March 6, 1979). 
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Applications from 19 states, 7/ with some dif rence in 
language, first request that Congress prepare and submit to 
the states an amendment requiring, "in the absence of a 
national emergency, that the total of all federal appropriations 
made by Congress for any fiscal year not exceed the total of 
of estimated revenues for that year," or require that "the 
federal budget be balanced." Second, these applications 
request "that, in the alternative, the Congress of the United 
States call a constitutional convention" for the purpose of 
proposing such an amendment. Eighteen of these states' appli­
cations 8/ contain language emphasizing that they are asking 
for a 11 lTmited" convention, usually requesting that it be 
called "for the specific and exclusive purpose of proposing" 
such an amendment. Three states propose a draft for the 
amendment. !!_/ 

Applications from 11 states, 10/ with wider variation 
in language, simply request that a--Convention be called, 
without making it an alternative to congressional proposal of 
an amendment. Some use the language set out above, others 
would "prohibit deficit spending", 11/ forbid the eral 
government to "exceed its income during any fiscal year," 12/ 
or forbid Congress to make any appropriation "if the resulting 
total of appropriations for such fiscal year would exceed the 
total revenues •••• 11 13/ Of these, three applications 
contain language emphasizing that they are asking for a 

7/ Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Idaho, Iowa, Kansa, Maryland, 
Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Mexico, North Carolina, Oklahoma, 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, South Dakota, Utah, Virginia, 
Wyoming. 

~/ All but Arizona. 

::!_/ Maryland, South Carolina, Wyoming. 

10/ Colorado, Delaware, Florida, Geogria, Indiana, Lousiana, 
Mississippi, Nevada, North Dakota, Tennessee, Texas. The North 
Dakota "application" that appears in the Congressional Record 
is not by its own terms an application to Congress, since it calls 
upon the people of the several states for a convention pursuant 
to Article v. 

11/ Colorado. 

12/ Delaware . 

.!_ii Louisiana, Mississippi. 
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limited convention, 14 
Louisiana and Missi 
require that existing 
that it be "amortized." 

and one proposes a draft amendment. 15 
i also would have the am•2ndment 
bt be payed off in 100 years, and Texas 

Theodore B. Olson 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 

cc: Michael M. Uhlmann 
James H. Cicconi 

14/ Florida, Georgia, Indiana. 

15/ Tennessee. Tennessee's application also provides that if 
Congress proposes an amendment to the states in substantially 
the rm of its draft within 60 days of the time two thirds of 
the states have applied to the Congress for a convention, then 
the convention shall "unnecessary and t same shall not 

ld •II 
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State Date lication received Sec. of Senate 

Alabama 3/13/79 
Arizona 4/10/70 
Arkansas 3/8/7 9 
Colorado 4/5/79 
Delaware 2/25/78 
Florida 3/1/79 " Georgia 2/8/78 
Idaho 3/1/79 
Indiana 5/1/79 
Iowa 6/18/79, 6/25/79 
Kansas 5/18/7 8 
Lousiana 7/13/78, 7/19/79 
Maryland 1/28/77 
Mississippi 4/29/75 
Nebraska 3/7/79 
Nevada 1/29/80 
New Hampshire 5/15/79 
New Mexico 3/1/79 
North Carolina 2/6/79 
North Dakota 5/3/79 
Okalahoma 5/2/78 
Oregon 3/21/79 
Pennsylvania 3/12/79 
South Carolina 5/26/78 
South Dakota 3/1/79 
Tennessee 4/25/78 
Texas 8/15/78, 3/1/79, 3/15/79 
Utah 3/8/79 
Virginia 3/29/76 
Wyoming 5/15/78 



...... ·. ---· 
. - :. EXHI:Brr- 2 .:"::.-:,." ·'' 

Ho1:'~E .J~mT RESOL~ION 227 .,_..._~:';-...::.::; 
· ·· · · .·:(Alabama) · : -<:'·:~"-:~·~-~ 

Whereas, wlth each pas.sing· yes,~· this :Na-. · 
tion becomes more .deeply 1n debt 65 its .: j 
pAnd't e:<: . ,., • ures grossly and. repeatedly exceed ·1 
available revenues, so that the public debt ' 
now exceeds hundreds of blllions of dollars· 
:<nd - · · · ··· • 

. '\Vhereas, ~he annu?.l federal b;tdg~t con- " 
~,r,u~lly demonstrates an unwillingness or 
1::iab1llty of both the leglslatlve and- execu­
tn·e ~ranches of the feder:i.1 government to 
curtail spending to _conform to available 
re .. 1enues; ~d . _. 

Wner~as. unified b~1dgets 'do not reflect 
actual spending because of the exclusion of 
spechl outlays which are not included in the 
~a~g:t nor subject to the_ legal public.debt 
,.nut, and .. . 

_Whereas, knowiedgeable planning, fisc:u 
Pt uclence, and plain gooct sense require that · 
th~ b~1dget reflect. an federal spendin"' ar:.d 
be in balance; and · .. : 0 

• , • 

. :>hereas, believing that tl.s.cal lrresponsl-. 
b1uty at the federal level, with the l.n.ftation 
v.~h1ch rest1lts. from this policy, ls the ·great-. 
e,t. threat which races our Nation, we firmly 
bel1eve that constitutional restraint ls ·vital· 
to b~lng the fiscal discipline needed to re- · 
store financial responsibility; and · · · ·:. 

Whereas. there ls provision in .'\;tlcle··_v. · 
~f the· Constitution of the United States 
ror amending the Constitution by the con-· .. 
gt:e:>s. on the application of the le"lsla ttires 
or. two-thirds· ( %) or the sever~\ states, 
c:ulmg a convention for proposing amend-· 
n:ents which shall be valid to all intents . 
ar:d purposes when ratified by the le"'lsla.-
t nres of three-fourths ( :Y.> of the S:veral 
.. _sta.t;;. or l>t' conventtons~ in: three-fourths 
:. (%) thereor, M"the one or .. the othei: mode of 

ra.tlficatlon may be proposed bY"tbe Congress; 
no·w tbcrefol"e;: ._.,_ - ·'. -L :·/' .. .: .. :~~. < .· -

Jk). lt l'CSOlve<l by: the .legl.sla.ture Of Ala-
; .... buma.; both houses thereof. co.ncumng, That • 
,.the- Leglslatm:e or Alabama "bereby petitions 

·:the Cong1;ess- of- tho United States that pro- f: 
cedures be Instituted in the Congress to add !:·, 
a new Article to· the Cons tltutlon of the , ~ 
United States, and that the. Alab3.Ina Legls-

. ·la tum reque3ts the Congress to prepare and 
submit to the several stats 8.n amendment 
to the constltutlon of the United States, re­
quiring in the absence of a·natlonal emerg­
ency that the _total of au !ede_ral a.pproprla-

. tlom made hy. the Congress.for any fisca.l 
·year may ncit exceed the total of all estlma.t­
ed federal re\•em.tes for .that ~ftsCal ·year. 

Be lt further resolved, Thii.t; altemati'i'ely 
:!the Alabama: Legislature_ m~es _appUcatiou 
·~ and requests that the Congre5s·of the United 
, States call· -a constltutionil.l· .. conventlon, 

pursuant to -.Article V of t1io ·constitution 
. o! the United States,. for th0·_specl.tl.c and ex­
. elusive purpose for proposingc.an amendment 
.~to the Federal Constitution ;_~quiring 1.n the 
- absence of a national emergency that the 
:· total of a\l federal appropriations made by I 
' the Conures.~ for p.ny ftsco."t-· year ma.y not· 
: exceed the total· of. N.l estimated federal 

revenues for that fiscal year .. ~-.. · 
FurthB1' :·resolved:,· That th~- legislatures 

. of ·each. of the severa.1 states comp~sing 
. the. United States are urged .to a?ply .to the 

Con"res.'3' requesting the enactment of an 
. app;'oprlate amendmenf to the Federal Con­
. stlt\.ltlon~ or requl.rlng the Congress to. call 
' a constitutional convention-:-for proposing 
; such. amendment : to the &:edera.l Constitu-
'. tlon. · . . , · ·~,;; · _ · .· 

· • ·Fu.rt her· Resolved,· That the Clerk of the 
, House Is directed to· i;end <copies of this 
- Joint 'Resolution to: tte Se<:retary of State 
· ·and presiding olficers of. both, Houses of tho 

1 , Legislatures of ea.ch of the other States in I 
··the Union, the Clerk of the: United States · 
'·House of Representatives, Washington, D.C., 

and the Secretary of the United Sates Sen• 
· ate, Washington, D.C~ and tO each member 
· of the Alabama Congresslona.t'Delegatlon . 
.. . :Approved -August 18. 1976. :,·, · · 
.,:~;Time: 6:30P:1':~:· ;; :~~-: 
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HousE: ·c;;;~<;~ M;;;0~ .... 2320. 
... . : ·,:· ..:·.(Arizona.) . "-"" 
·To the PTeSldent and the. Congress of the 

United. Statea of America: · . 
·Your memorlallst respectfully rep:esents: 

. Whereas, with each passing year thJ.s nation 
becomes more deeply in debt a.:; its e:qiendi­
tures grossly and repeatedly exceed avallable 
re>enues, so that the publlc deb~ now exceeds 
hundreds of billions of dollars; and 

Whereas,· attempts to limit spend!.:lg. ln­
ch1ding lmpoundment of funds by the Presi­
dent of the United States, ha..,e resulted in 
strenuous objections that the responsibility 
for appropriations ls the constimtlonal duty 
of the Congress; and· . 

. Whereas, the annual federal budget re­
peatedly demonstrates an un-;:;illlngnes.s or 
lnabUlty of both the leglslati>e and execu­
tive branches o! the federal governrr:ent to 
curtail . spending . to .. con!orm to avallal:>le 
revenues; and , · .. 

Whereas, unlfied budgets do not retlect 
actual spending bo!cause of the exclusion of 
special outlays whlch 'are r.oi; included in 
the budget nor subject. to the !egal publlc 

-debt Umlt; and · · -: 
-Whereas, knowledgeable p•a~~!ng, fiscal 

prudence and plain good sense require tbat 
tl:re budget reflect all !ederal spendlng and be 
in balance: and . · 
· Wberea.s, fiscal lrresponslbili:Y at the fed­

eral level, with the !.nfla.tion which results 
:from this policy, 1s the greatest tbr~t which 
!aces our nation; and 

Whereas, constitutional restraint. Iii necei~ 
sary to bring the fiscal dtsclplines needed to 
nwerse this trend: and · -

Whereas, under article' V of the Constitu­
tion of tlia United States; amendments to 
.the ·constitution i'nay be proposed by the 
Congresa whenever two-thirds ot both house:i 
deem it necessary ar on the- application or 
the leglsll\tures of two-thirds o! the stat.es 
the Congress shall call a constitutional con­
\'entlon for the purpose or proposing 
amendn1ents. . . · 

Wherefore, your memoriall.llt,. the House .. 
of Representatives of the State- o! Arizona... 
the Senate concurring, prays; 

1. That. the Congress of the United States 
.prepare and suhmit to the several states an 
amendment to the constitut~on reqUlrl.Dg. in 
the absence of a national emergency, mat 

· the total of all federal approprlatlons made 
by the Congress for any fiscal yeo.r not exceed · 
the total or the est.I.mated !ederar reven'.les, 
excludtng any revenues derived from borrow-
1ng, for tbat :fiscal year.. . , -~ .. ·. • 

2. Tba.t, in the alternative, the Congress of · 
, the United States call a. constitutional con­

vention .to prepare and submit sttch an' 
amendment to the constitution. 

3. That this application conttnue in e!l'ect 
uutU the will or the Legislature or Arizona.· 
to the contTary ls commun!cated to the Con-·· 
gress of the United States: . · · 

4. That the Secretary of S:.atc or Arizona 
transmlt certified copies of this memorial to ' 
the President of the United S~ates;the Presi­
dent of the Un!ted States Sen.>te, the si:ea.ker 
of the United States. House .of Representa.- :­
tlves, to each member o! the Arizona rtele-:.: 
ga.tlon to the United States Congress aud to ~ 
the presiding officers o! each house or the 
leglsll)ture of each of the other states or the .. 
\Inion with the request tha~ it be circul:i.ted _,· 
among leaders In the executive and legL•la­
tlve branches of t_he state go..-ernments. 
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SESATE JOINT MEMORIAL NO- l" I 
(Colorado) · · : lj 

Whereas; With eaeh p11sslng ye"r this r-a- , 
tlon becomes.more deeply in debr. as its e.•­
penditures grossly and repeatedly e:<ceed ·· 
available revenues so that the public debt 
now exceeds hundreds o! b1lllons. of dol­
la.rs; and. 

Where-as; The annual federal budget e-0n- .. 
tlnually demonstrates an unwlllingne:;.:; or .. <; 
inability or both the legislative and exec>.:i- · 
tlve branches of the federal government tJ 
curtail spending to conform ·to availabl"' 
revenues; ·and · 

·Whereas. Convinced that fiscal irrespon­
sibility at the federal level, with the ln­
ftation which results from this policy, is 
greatest threat which faces our nation • .,,;e 
:firmly belleve that constltutlonal restrabt 
Is vital to bring the fiscal discipline neeeed · 
to restore financial responsibility; and 

\Vhereas, under article V or the const!:u­
tlon of the United States, ame!l:::lments 
the federal constitution may be propo:;ed by 
the congress whene,·er two-thirds of bo:!:: . 
houses deem it necessary or on the applic:i­
tton of the legislatures of two-thi=ds of 
5e\'eral stat<:is that the congress shall call 
constitutional convention for the purpose ct. 
proposing amendments which shall be valid 
to all tntents and purpose3 when ratifie<i b~· 
the legislatures of three-fourths or the se•-
eral states: now. therefore, 

·Be It resolved by the Senate of the 
first Gene-ral Assembly o/ the State o/ 
rado, the House o/ Representatir;es 
rlng herein: " _. · 

That the Congress of the Unlted States : 
hereby memoriallzed to call a coru!tltutiotul '.:/•'.; 
convention pursuant to article V o! the C(l!l- . "':'.· 

stlt~ition of the United States for the spe- ":~-~; 
cific and exclusive purpose- of proposing an · ...... 
amendment to the federal cor:stltutl,on Pro.:'.'~.;;~ 

uuotlng deficit spending except under con: 
ditk•B5 specified In such amendment. 

f:<" It Further Resolved, That this appU­
c.\fa1n :md request be deemed null and vold, 
~""cinded, and o! no elfoct In the event tha.t 
~\Id\ convention not lie limited to such spe­
~U'tc ~nd exclt1slve purpo~e. 

lit' It Further Resolved, Th••t copies 0~ 
:':'> memor!al be sent to· the secretary of 
;:•.re :i:'d presl<ling officers of both housE<S 

"' th<' kglsli;,tnres of each o! the- several 
,-~:('s In the union, the clerk of the United 
-<:"te~ 110u,;e of repres•mtatives, the secre­
t:i:·y oi the Unlted State" senat~. and to e;ch 
1;i<'.'mber o! the Colorado congre&~lonal dele­
~.,!~io.n. 



H<wss CONC,'\JI:RENT RESO!.'lJnoN No. 3i:i 
(Delaware) 

fl~ it resolved by the Honse of Repr~enta­
r i re3 or the 128th Oenernl Assembly, the 
senate concurring therein, that tl1e General 
.>.>s<>tnbly of the State of Delaware hereby, 
Jnd pursuant to Article V o::: the Constltu­
uon ol the United States, makes appllcation 
to the Congress of the United States t-0 call 
~ convention for the proposlng of the fol­
~owtng p.mendment to th" Constitution of 
'he Cnited States: 

"Att'rIC!.E -

The costs of oper;i.tiug th" Federal Gov­
ernment shall not exceed its income during I 
any fiscal year, exc<>pt !:1 the event of de-

1 c!\1.I't:d war:~ 
Ile it further re;;olved that this appUcatton ! 

by the General Assembly of the State o! 
o,,Jnware constitutes a continuing iippl1ca­
tmll in accordance with Article V of the 
COlc"t.Itution or the United States ·until at I 
1ca5t two-thirds or the legbla.tme,,; of the 
"('Yeral states have tuacle sin1!!ar applications 
11ursuant to Article V, ' 

Be It yet fnrther resolved that since this 
methr,d of prop0$lng emendments to :';he 
Con;,tlt.utton. has never been completed to 
foe point of calling· a. convention and no 
;nterp~ctatlon of the power or the states 
1n ~he exurclse or this rlght has e\·er been 
mc.rle by any court or nny <g1a.lilled tribunal, 
if there be such, and slnce the exercise of 
tht.> pov;er ts a 1natter of basic noverei;;n 
ri,;hts and the lnterp=eta.tion thereof ls prl­
:n~rily in the sovereign government me.king 
rnrh exercise and, since the power to use 
"Heh ri:;ht lri full also ca.rrir:s the powecr to 
"'e .,;uch right in pa.rt, the General Assembly 
or thi: State of Delaware interprets Article V 
''' m~~.n that 1f two-thkd.; of the states niake 
.<p;iUcatlon for a convention to propose an 
icten:.icHl amendment to the Constltutlm1 for 
'~t[,!(·atlon with a limlta~ion that sueh 
n:,,,;ndment be the only matter before it, 
tl1•,.'. ;.1Jch convention would have power 
u:t!y :o propose the specl!1ed amend1nent and 
"" 0 ulC: be limltccl to sucll proposal n.nd would 
L 11 ;.; ;.~~ve powe-r to i;a~:y the text therco! nor 
·.- ut•.:'1 it have pow et· to prop0se other amencl-

•w.·:: ··~ on the s:: me or different proposttions. 
s:·_· ii, .Y~L further resolved thn.t a duly at­

:;;-,:rct copy of this rc-:.;o!i.1t!o!) De i.n1n1edi<\te1y 
., :-•_-.rn,t.ted to the Secret.nry of the SC'nc.te 

t ~~:.: Dulled States, the Clerk of the House 
•: •;, l''""cntatives of the United Sti•te.<. to 
'i··i n1cn1ber of tbe Co~·1gre">s !ron1 tllLt; 

r:url to each .Hou~e of e:ich State Lo;:gt..; .. 
" \n the UHIWd States. 



~!·"'.\."\Tr; l\.!~l\10R!,\L ~;'L 2:J.l 

( F!erld<t) 
.t:•·:-:1orin.l to the Ccngr('.:~ of the Un.ired 

.~ .. ~ hlfi.ting app!!cation to the Cong-re:'-5';i to 
1:! 1'():1·~·~nt.lon fo!· n1e st11e- !lnd exch::-;lve 

: , 1.: of p:·oposin;~ an ~1n~nd1nent to th& 1 

'r~ u ;..ion of the '[Ju i~(·d St::.lt"'.'S to requlre 
L\ :~,:·ed fc::lera1 i-J1Hi_f;0t it-~"id to iu:t'ke cct"'­
;,::<•--eptions thert"to. 

-.. •-, .. i..:a i. it 1.i C'~li: t1;it.r·Ll. >t-~ of A115nst, 
' 1975, that the :Pedi!r><l debt at the end or !b~ 

1975 fiscal year wlll be $558.637 bllllon. and 
WhereM, the fiscal year <leticit to::- 1976 

wlll be th;; largest ln om· history, b-e:w~n 
$70 and $80 blllton, and 

Whereas, the growing debt is "- rna;o~ ccm­
trlbutor to lnfiatlon, laggln;; econv:::c:Jc In­
vestment, excessive lnt<irest r<>tes, a::d the 
resulting unemployment, and 

\Vllcreas, the economic ·w,;'.fore o~ tl•e 
United States arrd Its citizens (!.-,ue::ds en a. 
stable dollar and sound econo:nv; a:ul 

\Vhereas, the National Conf<:rcnce o~ 5tace­
Legisl::i.t\1rcs pass;,d Resolution No. l l :.;; ib 
Annual Buslnes3 1\'Ieetlng on Octo!:>~:.- 10, 
1975, urging the Congre;;s to take pro:n;i: &:id 
affirmative nct!on to llmlt federal ~nercd!:u. 
a.ud - ~ 

Whereas. there ts provision in. Artlde V ot 
the Const!tu~lon or the United Sta:<-s fo!' 
amending the Constitution by tbe Cv:::~eii.5. 
on the application of the legisla:·"-:-es of 
two-thirds or the several states, ca:1:11g: a 
convention for proposing runendmeo.ts ·;.·)1!cll 
shall be vaUd to all intents and p:!=?oses 
when ratified by the legislatures o: t~ree­
fourths of the several state,;, or by co::.-;-en­
tlons In three-fourths thereof, as tile o::ie O:!' 
the other mode of ratiftcat\on may be pro­
poaed by the Congress, now, ther<>fo:e. he l:c 

r.esol-ved. by the Legislature or the Sm:e 
of Florida: 

That the Legl.sll.ture or the State ot Porida. 
cloes hereby ma.ke application to the Cc':'§,'Tess 
Of the United States p\1rsuant to A:t'.cle V 
o! the Constltutlon of tlie United S:a:es ·to 
call a convention for the sole purpc.se c! 
proposing an amendment to the Cot:s:itu­
tion or the United States to require a bal­
anced ft!dernl budget and to make cer::aln ex­
cept.ions wlth ""spect thereto. Be it !torther 

Resoii,ed that a copy or th!s mereo:-:a.1 be 
tro.nsmltted to the presiding o:licers o~ the 
Senate and the H0\1se of Representatl>es o! 
Congress, the members of the Congresc;;onal 
delegation from the State of Florida a::ld to, 
tbe presiding officers of each hou5e o~ tl:e : 
several state legislatures. 



A R£:soLunON 

(Georgia) 
Applying to the Congre~s o! the t::-~ite(! 

States to call a convention. for the ;r:.~poR 
of proposing "'n nn1endmeut to the Co:lsiir-t:· 
tion of the United States; and fo: oth.-: 
purposes, 

Be it resolvec! by the Oenetal Asser:._:,:y o= 
Georgia: 

That this body rrspectfully petitic,:•> r;;e 
Congress of the United Stntes to CR11 "' cor:­
ventlon for the spec!Jic and e:-:clu.si;<e v.·r-po:e 
of proposing an amendment to tLe Co;s:lcu­
tion of the United St!ites to requif" ;;. bal­
anced federal b1;tlget and to m:;ke ce:<c'.i::; 
exceptions with respect thereto. 

Ile it further l'<"soh·ect tht1t this 
by the G~i1eral A$~e1nbly of rhc 
Georgi~ constitutes n continuJ~1~ 
in ncc.:-:?·dance 'vHh Artielf~ V o: the 
tion of the Unit~d SLttr·s unttl :t: lt-<:-.'":-: t-.;,·c,.­
thirds of the lcgislat.nres <.if ~he :::.~·;era: 
::;tatt's have nw.dt: silniiar ap~.1?!·~·,it 10;:: p:~:- .. 
sun!it to Article V, bnt if Co!~£;re;..'.;; 
nn nn1cudrnent to the Con::;tittlt:-C·!l 
in subject nw.tter to that cont·~d.:H:d i:4 tl::s. 
Resolution before Janm~ry 1, 1977, ~ll'.3 
tlon for a Con~titutional Con·;cnti0r: 
no lon,_;et• be of any force or elkct. 

.Bt!· it further l'C!l01\'~tJ that. t:1e C:i?::k c: 
the IIous.~ of Rt:pres0nt<.1.th-es i.'5 he.~~!J:.· :;.u .. 
tho:·i::'.ed an cl instructed to trnus:nl;; c. ct:::,· 
Mtcstcd copy of this Hesolution to '"'" :::.~:: 
retiwy o! the SunMe of the U:1!tecl S:"-:<·., 
Congre.~s. the Clerk of the House c·': !':<opc~­
sentatfres of the Unit£>d Stat<-;. C<=n1:.~"''-"· ::. 
the Presiclinf~ Officer Qf c~rh He·:.~:;::: -C·~ -:•'":.2:-'" 
State Legi:shi.ture in the United SL:,::t:.S. <?-.::...:: 
to each nv~mher of tht~ CP01·f:L1 f't"!':.b>2 .... ~~C·""!:d 
Dv!egat.lon. 



-: .. 

• . ,. ~ • I • . 

·· .·. r .. . 
··. :n 

•: 

• '•"•f' 

'" 
~J. I • 

•O,, I :.· ·! 
~l ··-~..l.J..j,,,...;.:._),·.1 1 

I 1: 

·:: >:· 
f , , ,! ":'•i ~ : .. 

; \ . f '.' •f · . 

. ·: :. ' 

' f. 
. .. 

:.;· · : 

·"' I . · 
'( i · , .· ·: 1:: ; , . ! .. 

?.f 

• ( ' 1 . ' • • . , ' : • ~ .. ' : _ . ! - . 

f • '•: • l ~ ; • : > : t ' < I I : I ! '°' ; ;' ; " : ; : ' > I , 

:. :'.e }1_ (i:·r ; \: r· . ;, .. ' jf, ,' , :;n : .-·- . . .. i(· 

ii ti:i: :--.!)...., f'1: r .. ·~ c:· h r: :\i_. , :;a ! 
1: . . .. ,- ~ ~ .-~ ! . '...l~:· tot :lt "~ rl:.: f 1. · :._ ,'_; 
i"! ~ ~ ---· : 1... !: ' .. •. :: r : :. \ ~h i'~ (" .. ;·,.:· ,- ....... rn- t·:: ·; 

; . 
',":.:.· 

;-- · ..... 
Li· .. ~ 
,, lJ' ' 
.i r.: 

;· ' . -, . .' : l t;. ~ •. 

-,·, ," :·~ f.: -. '• : ' I 

·: ;',,I: 

1-.. -:·::·~i:: \ - r- .. :, .. ( : "~ ;1::' :-~ 1 er t: .. · l ': 1 .~ "cl 
·. : ,-. 1·: 

·. -.-. ( ~ ~. 

i. ,~ !! ; .. 
! ~ , .. : . ~ 

c " .. 

.:..J 

•.:· '. 

I . \ ( ', ~ 

\ . '.. ~ 

:r .\ '-· : ·;, q -: L l:" 1 .: :. f t· .<· T ,,-.. _. 
._ .. ,.. 

r.- !:· 1.1: 1t t ._ .. \ rtL..·:t· ; · ti1:-:, 
.. .. ·· --~ :t:) ~1~;-\.,· 1· ~, ·:1 i:::. ~- tn :.!~~· 

. ·~ • : i : ~ ;J ? ..,!:~)j•·t·~ r11.\ r r ·:· r to 
! • I ' :• •I ' 0 l: l ,.':~ l ! i•' ( I .i 

'"' :·; C u:--,. .. · 

I {; • ' • ~ I '. : ·i, 

L'i f . • • '· ·:· t• 

.• .,. ·~d. U1 .. ! ·.: 

" -

'• ,-
.\ . ('4 ; _1 .'i' '.\ 

i ·• ·· ;; .'·:t i 

. • i 

t,. ._ . 

·.' ~ ~ ( : ... 
I 

n: 

: ; • . 1 • : , -. ~; • ~ ; . 

! ; ; ;• ; ~. 

-.. --.. --., .. -----... 

• 



"'/ 

ft~·,~ U:i:~ S·,~n:l~'~ tI1e f,>Jl(//.;:._-; 
~u·.:r n1:2~.::~c~·Lt~h, ~·-.1H.:':·~ )·· 
iLd~(·~~!::. i: 

PO~·r t'.-<'. ,.., .:c:~1t ··.;;'.· 
t~1e l .; .. ·j~ '. ~i •~:·d f'.,f tLc· :~>-. ·. 

i/· .t 1:".C1!rE'L ; ~; C· 
ti:~~ f./ J!L· '·,~'-. 

'>>-~:~: .'H !. ~[ !·: [],;;_ l'~l.. 

c .:-~;-~rt-.;. or!.\'.(• fJ .. l:,:rj rc.1::: 
~ j ; !: t •_] ::,,_. ' , . : 1 i•f.o I 1 • '• ! (" ;• 

\<J ·c 
·.; ~· -' '· 

L;:! .l',o 

' :~ 

(;\.C~ 

. ; ! 

:2, ·ii. 

tr:~::> )<-.'.n~, ·· .. < •• ,:u::~.,:. t') li 1. ; 

E:-.:.i:;~.1 Li.:.~::: (~~r '-~ .. :.. o~ :• 
~.>.o ·~-;' .;_;._~·r ('_,! =_:J-.. ~ ··:t~-;,:_ 
ti!" lh-:_> ('On:<ft>~S Ui u·:,.• ·~-. - - j 

pt·1'.1:£; t: :: ..)" ::~'"'t" (·l r,_._ :1 ( ,': ... , 
:-.r.1~:~ 1.-r;ic.::::.:qre 1;1 iLe ·c·, 
t- ,_, h i~-~·ni!n·r of t:.~-~ 1. :.:d !'.1 

.J t,,;­
:Li.~Ol'?.$ 

- ,., 
' ::. 
'l•.' 

~' :.~~-- :·! 
:-:...::;tl 



(..,.... '""' STATE 6?-~~~uPPORTS BAL-
ANCED But:it:n!;.!.· A..."'vlENDMENT 

Mr. JEPSEN. l'>!r. Presideni, the Iow:i. 
State Legislature recently voted in favor 
or a resolution requesting the convenln.r 
of a cor..stitut!onal convent!on for the 
purpo.:;e er proposm;;; an amendment t0 
the Cons~itt.<tion reci.'-llrlng a balo.nced 
budget, pursuant to ~rtlcle V of the Co!l­
stitution. 

Mr. President I ~.sk u.nan.imow consent 
that tha text o! Sen::i.te Joint Rcsolut!o:i 
No. l adopted by the 6l3th Gener:i.1 As· 
sembly o! Iowa and certified by the Sec­
reta..7 or state on Juna 6, 1979, be 
printed. in the Rzcoiw at thi.3 poi.nt. 

There being no objection, the resolu­
tion was ordered to ·oa printed in t.he 
R-ccoRD, as follows: 

SE'1.\TS JvL'>r ll.:;;sox.v.r.ro~ l 
Whereaa, wlth eailh p3.ss:.Ug year this :t:S• 

tlon becomes mere deeply in debt as its ex­
penditures grossly tmd repaated.ly exce€d 
nvallablit reve.o.u;;s, se> thnt the public debt 
now exceeci.5 h~rnd.reda o! billions o! dolln..--s; 
and 

'\'lhereas. tl::le aru:u;.al federBl budget co:i­
t!nua.l!y demonstrates an unM.lllngness or 
h1a.bility or both the legislative and execu­
t! ve brnnches o! the :l'i;:-cten:!l government to 
curtail spendtllg to contorm to nvalla.b:e 
revenues; nnd. 

Where!!.~, tml.f!<:d 'bul!set.i do not reeect 
actual spending because c! the exctus!ou c: 
speclal outl:.i.y~ wh!ch t>.re not included 1n 
the budget nor subject to the legal public 
debt llmlt; Wld 

Where11.S, knowledgeable plan::ilng. flscal 
..prudence, ru:id plau r;oocl se!J3e requl.:re lba'li 
the budget re fillet e.!l ·-federal spending and 
be in bala::ice; a>:i.d 

Whereas, beUeV'.ng tl::.1:1~ flsc.iu lrresponsl­
bllity at the federal level, with the 1nf\at~o::i. 
l'thlch results :Crom this policy. is o:c.e o! the 
greatest tllre:i.ts wh!ch !aces our nation, we 
firmly belleve that coQ.i!tl.tutlonal. restrmt 
ts necessa.7 to brlng t!J.<;1 fl.seal. <l!Scipline 
r..oeded to restore fulru:lclal responsioll.it7; 
and 

Where11.3, under Article five (V) or the Co::i.­
stltutlon o! the Unlted s-:ates, amend!:Xle:its 
to the fec!eral Constltutton ma7 be p;:oposed 
by the congresa whe.v.ever t':'i'o-tlllrds of both 
houses t!eem 1t necesssxy , or en the appl!ca.­
tlon o:C the legtsr:.ture-s or two-thi!":l.3 o! the 
seve:-&1 sta.te:> the congu'>O s:haU call n. cc::!­
st!tutlonal wn>en.tiou !or the purpose o! pro­
pcs:ng ru:neuJ..-ne::ito v:hlch. shall be valid to 
all 1nt~nts an::! p·c:::p::;ses when ratified by 
three-fourths or the ~\-e:al s~ate3, nnd ti-a 
bellcve such t~l;!o:i ts \1U-~1; £.:O.,.~'l TdERE­
l''OR~:. 

Ile it resolue:f. 'b:; ;;ha Gmern! •!.ssembcy 
Of the State cf Ic.wa: · 

r. co::it!n.uln;i: aj)pllca.tlon. in n.crorda.n.ce With, ; 
.l\rtlc!" f!.vo (V) o: tb.e Constit.utloll of tbe · 
Unl~ed S!Al.te> until the legtslat.urea of atlea..t 
t·.;·o·thlnb o! the several stntes h:we rxi.de 
sl:n!Jar applications pursi.w.nt to Artlcl& fi"" 
(V). b\:t tr the cong-ress prop-0ses an ameI!d··· 
r:ent to th& Con.3':1.tutlon ident!ca\ in subJ~ 
rr.a~cer to thzt o'.lctc.lned tn tn!s re:solut:on, 
or H l>efore July!. 19130. the gil::lerc.l assen:!bl7 
tcpeal3 th\s. nppllc:i.tlon to cn!L a cons.tltu. 
tto::,;.\ conventlon. then th!.a sppllciitlon 11:it1 
p~~1t!on ro.r o. co:">tltu~ion:\l C{ln~ent!on s:i.au 
nv lo.::ger be o! a.ny !o:ce v: efre(:t. 

&>::. 4. This app!lc"~~ozi !l.nd petltton s~all · 
be deemed nuu nnd vo!d, r;.-sc1m:!.ed, nnd of 
no ef!OCt !n th.3 evec.t. the~t st1ch convent.Lon 
not be li:n!tet! to :a.1.ch :;:pecil'ic f\n<l l::Xclusl1a 
pu::pose. · · 

Sc<;. 5. The lo;r;a generel ass<>mbly n1so p~ 
po.5<!5 that the leg:Sla.tures ot ew;u oz: tO.a a;;;r. 
er;;l states comprlstng the U;:i.!ted SR.tes a,,. 
ply to the congress rec1ues~ing tbe enactn:e?it 
o! an ttp?roprh~e run11ndment to th;i :Ccdenl 
Const!tut.!on, or r~qul!'ing th3 congres.a to'· 
call a constituttoneJ. convent!on :Cor p~ 
1ng such im am.euctmeut;. to the !ederal. CO!l• 
stitutlon 1! the Congress ol'. the Unlted Sta.~ 
r.as not proposed and i;u~::n.ltted to the Sii>V• 1 
e::-a.l :;ta~es an amendlnen.t ..:lB provided in sec. ·. 
t!on one {l) ot t:hb r•:so~utlon before Jl:ly _.;, 
1, lDSV. .:~ 
~c. 5. The s~cret:1ry or stl'.~~ ol Iowa 13 dl· , 

rected to send copies or th'-3 resolution to tho 
secrets.ry o! sta.te o.nd p::es!d1ng officers o! · 
bo~h houses ot the legtsla.tures ot ca.ch ot the , 
sa>eral states m the> ll!llon, ti.le speaker ~cl 
the clerk o! tha Unltet'l sta.t~ house ot rep. .. , 
re3entat1ve3, the president and the secreary . 
o! tee un~t~d S~atcs senate, entl eacil m.ai:::i.- .• 
her or th.,. Iowa congre3slon::l.! delegation.. ·• .'· 

Sc-ctlon 1. The !ov;a. ~e:ieral assembly p.~o- · 
pc~:se3 to t.ho co::;;:oss o! the ·uutted Stat.es. 
tt.at procedure; b11 ln.1~ituted 1n the co::i.,,.-c> 
to propose and s:.l'b:nlt to the s~veral st?. ~es 
before J'u1y i. l~SO, .nn am~nctm~nt to the 
co·~.z,tt.tutlon or the tnlted Stat.e3 requ!ring 
th::>t the !ecternl bt:dJet ba bs>enced In t!';e 
a1J5ence of:> r:s.~!o.?:.a! en::e:gency, 

Sec. 2. Al~rr.e.tt1ely, e.ltecUre July l, rnao, 
if th') CongrDss o~ the U:::ii~ed Stafe.:> hr:?.:s not 
proposed nnd sul>:nHted t.'.> the several :;~:i.:es 
1m an:o.cndinent as prc•;lded ln ;,ectlon on~ (1) 
o! this resolutlon, the lo·.va general asse:n~ly 
respectfully ir.ak~ appll~•tlon to and pe­
tltlon3 the congre33 o! the Unltad Sta~ to 
call <'• con<entlon fer the speclfic a:i.d ex::'.u­
st·1t.l purpos~ ot l'topo~tng nn n1nendrn2nt to 
tha Con3titutlon or tho Unttetl St1\~e3 to re­
c1ulru ~ bal:mced rooe:-el buaget ::uid to r:"s.::e 
cert...'l.1U eX"cep~lo~'S wltll ~spect. tl1creto .. 

Sec. 3~ l:trecttt"e J'~ity l, !tlRO. thls spp!~C3• 
tlon by the Io?r!l gece~C1l v.c.c;emo1y co::isti~i.:~es 



SEN'ATT! Coxci:.:ttn~::n· REsOLt.::rmN !'Jo. IG'll 
(Kansas) 

.Iii. CONCtiRI:ENT RESOLUTIO!'l reque~'lti!~g n nd 
applying to tho Congress o! the United 
St::.te21 to propose, o:- to call f\ conventlu!i 
for the purpose of proposing, an. ar;1end­
ment to thl' Constitution of the Ulll<>!<l 
States v:h!ch would require tha.t, in th.., 
absence of a. &tatuto!'!Jy clel1n°d 11:ctimu: 
etnerg~nr.:y. total ft)tleral ~pproprtntior: 

sh,ill not exceed total ebt!mated feU.-eruI 
re",..·entit:;; in a f1.$Cal yea.r. 

Whereas, Annually the United Statb 
nlC>ves more deeply In debt ns- Hs c:<pendi­
tures exceed its available revenues and tl!s: 
public dabt now exceeds hunch·eds or bi!Uoth 
of dollars; and 

Whereas, Annually the federal budget de:n­
onstro.tes the unwlllingless o:r inabillty of th~ 
federal government to spend ln confonnit;; 
wlth ava!lable revenues; and 

\v'hereus. Proper planning, fisca.1 prudence 
and plain good sense require that the federal 
budget be in bal::mce absent national emerg­
ency; and 

\Vherea..«, A continuously unbalanct-d fed­
eri.! budget excep~ ln a Imtional cm<:rgcncy 
causes continuous nnd damcrgtng lnfiatlon 
and consequently a. i;evere threat to the po­
litical and economic sta.b!lity of the Unit,•d 
States: nnd 

Whereas, Under Article V of the Con5t1t.u­
tion o! the Untted States, nmendments to the 
Constitution may be propo5ed by the Con­
gre.'>s whenever two-thirds or both Houses 
deem it necessary or, on the application o! 
the legislatures of two-thirds of the states. 
the Congress shall call a constitutional con­
vention fer the purpose oO..proposlng amend­
n1ents: Now, therefore, 

Fe it resolved by the Legislature of Ure: 
State of Ka1'..sas, two-thirds of tlte 1:iemb,,.., 
erected. to the Senate and. two-thirds o/ a.,, 
members elected to the Ho-use of R.epres1J,!­
tcdives concurring therein: That the Con­
gress of the United States ls hereby requestr.d 
to propose and submit to the states aa 
amendment to the Constttution of the 
United States which would requir<> t\la• 
within five years after its rMifi.c:;.tion by th~ 
i;arlous states, in the ab~ence of a nationa~ 
emergency, the total of all nppropriatkr:'< 
made by the Congress for a fiscal ye:>:r sh"'' 
not exceed the total of all estimated fo<.lentl 
re\·enues for such fiscr.I )·e:i.r: anc\ · 

Be it further resolved: That. alterna+in-r::-. 
the Leg!slr.ture of the State of Kansas hereh:;­
n:rn.kes e_p_plicatlon to the Congrt--;s of tl-:..P. 
United States to call n. conventl0n ior tic··. 
sole llnll exclusive purpose of prop0s'.ni; an 
a1nend1ucnt to the Con5titution of t .. ~~·.), 
United Stutes .-:llich would r<S>qu\re that. ir. 
the o.bsence of ~ national t:!nergency·. t!1~ 
total or all approin·in.tions m~.de by the Con.­
gr\:'-:s for e. fl;:;c::tI Yeoar sh~ll not exr::"?ed U:': 
to~: .. 1 of an e5tirnared f£.•d2~RI ri::\·t·n\t~s f<; · 
Slld'\ f;.scft.l ye;ir. If the Congre.;;,.~ shall r::npr:;·t .. 
sui:-lt an an1cnd1nent to th£> C\.-.,nstituth·:l. ch:~ 
applic~tlon. shall no longe~~ l;e or ;;1:1Y" fr;; .. ·­
vr efic;ct: an:t 

Be it further n .. --sn.Tl ecL Th[1.'t tlH~ !e~i~hHH~4--· 
C>i each of' tl1e ot1·H~r stateg in the ruion i'°' 
herl4>.Y Ul"fl,N.1 to r-.---quef;t. ~.ad ar)!'",.lY to :~~ · 
Co!1~~re~·s to propose. or to C'r!.11 n. cor:-~·cnt;"!"! 

for tho sole and exclusive pll.rpo~e or prop""'..:. .. 
1:1~. :-such nn nrnend1n~nt to !he- Coas~itutf,·.n 



2-EN\TB C.;t-:t: t.:RR."'.·::-;·;:- REs<:n .. v-;-ri-_)~ ';o. 7>r 

(Lonls!:uu;) 
A C0!1C1."l'rent Rt:·soluti·:n<..--~Tq r. ·: -

I:v·_,dCl.li:"C :_""'t,u':l n.p;>!"~ ~o tlv.~ C'---in·~n:.-:~~ nf 'r.": 
V11Hif'd Stut~-s. p•:titionin~ th;:i,r., ~l CO~l\"Ui:..:.,~, 
b~ c~~llt·U pur:-;o~t1t tu .t\-:·ltcl':! V o~ lhi:- t!Gi:i:· l 
!:3t~-".H:S. Cr.111.;,!i~t~;:loE. to c0i_:.s'.dPr :nnc·n't·~··: 

th~' s~u1vJ to prohihit the incu•:rencH (lf !!. .• ~ 
t!'J:1~.i <kbr. e:'\f't:"~YC ht ~l. :-;tn.~t:· o:'. t."rn':'.:'-~~f·r. -~ 
~-~ <Jec!~trcd hy t\ thrflc-fntr~:thB y:1te of ·, L·.:­
:cernt..:•;·:; cjr horh hvusf~-5 o: Co!;,·:>rt!'-;;;: p:·..,J ... 

• 1cling th"~ th~ purview o! r.ucll conv<mtlon 
!>,· :strictly limited to the coaslderntlon or 
~i1i~ nn1e1ut:11ent. 

WhcrN<.:1, the U'nlted St.-.ks Government 
L1s. on:r the pMt three deeades, embarked 
.,;: a cc•ttrse of contlnuou3 and ever lncrea.s­
. r-:: clcticlt spending: and 

· '.'llct««':t5, the public debt engendered 
:;ca•JJ:; now far exceeds 300 bU!ion dollars,· 

-.. ,ct cu!Ti'nt budget p:opos~l.> lnclttcl.J pro­
•,hn1 fe>r n ful'ther cleflcit o! •11 billion do!-

: u·~: ~· nd 
Whc-«e.10. such 11::i.t!on:1l debt Is, In and 

• i iL;elf, a mnjo:- contr1butor to the vcr1 
'.tt:1·.1U0n. to which the United St.:'ltes is com­
~~--H led to eradicating; arid 

Whert'ns, this massl':"e n:itionnl debt \,; 
,;,icnirnl to the public welfare, l!mttlng the 
:.r:totmt of credit :wn!lable to private c!tl­
Xill:<. thus curtailing opportun!tles for 
::<•eded economic growth; nnd 

Where••~. cont!nned fisc'.l.1 irresponsibility 
«.Hl only result ln nn eventual financl:il 
d~b.<cle of' the sort recent17 experienced by 
;.;0·.;; York City; nnd 

\\'hNeas, payment o! the massive Interest 
r~qulr<:d tn service national debt imposes 
:\?i undt:e hardship on the citizenry, par­
:,culurly those on fixed incomel'I; and 

Wh<'Nas. the abl!tty or the Pederal Oov­
c:·nm<:"nt to avoid t11e t1lf!lcult budgetary 
,·twice.< posed by zero debt financing has 
:·~~ulted ln a lack o! object!·:e budgetary 
.c::alysb. and thus the !undlng of unneces­
'.:.\ry or 1ncfllclent program3. 

Therefore, be it resolved b7 the Senate 
vr the Lcgisla. ture of the st."\ te Of Louislanat 
'he Ho;.Fc of Representa.U>e:.. thereof con­
c·urring. that pursuant to Article V of the 
Con,;titution o! the United States, the Leg­
islature of the state o::: Lou!sb.na does here­
i)y appl}" to the Congre.."'8 of the United States 
ror :• co~ivcntlon to conslde-r the follo\vlng 
:\tu<:ndmcnt to the United Stutes Constltt\-
riun: 

&ct!on 1. Except as provided in Section 
~l. the Congress shall make no approprlatlon 
for m1y fo;cal year if the re;;uJtlng total 
o:' approµda tious for such fiscal year would 
t·xc;.-'Jcl the total revenues of the Unltecl 
Statci ior such fiscal year. 

Section 2. There shaU be no increase in 
tl~e national debt, and the exlst!ng debt, ns 
it exi~ts on the date on which this amend­
!"ent Is ratified, shall be rep'.l..l.d during the 
"'H! htuH1red-year perlod following the date 
''' such ratiflcatloll. The rate of repayment 
~hr,u be such that not less than one-ten.th of 
~he debt .<;hall be repaid during each ten-ycr•r 
o8rimL 
~ S!!'c tJ01~ 3. In thnes or national en1ergcncy. 
declarect by the concurrent resolution of 
:.'.tree-!onrth.s o! the members11lp oi both ' 
l·{()U~<'S or Congress, the appllcu.tton o! sec­
''''n l mr.y be suspended, provided that 
;.:c:1 su&pension shr.11 not be eITectl\·e past 
·::e two-ye'1.r term of tne Cong:ess which 
:.«'-'>es si!ch re:;oJutlon. If such a national 
m<;rgency continues to exl:;t, a !\uspenslon 

... ~ gr~:lon 1 nrny be reenacted pu::-su!1.nt to 
'.:'c provisions of this Section. National debt 
·''ct:rred pursuri.nt to thb Section shall be 
=·~';J~~d 1111der the provisions o! Section 2; 
''."'"·1dcd. hO'.vever, that the repny1nent period 
'""ll commence upon the explr;itlon of the 
.. 11,p,·ns!on tmcl«r which ! t was incurred. 

Section 4. 'rhls artlc!<J shall npply to !iscal 
l·ar~ that begin six rnonths nfter th~ date 
'-' "·11kh this artlcl<J is ratlfted. 
s~~:t i_nn 5~ Con:!res" shall provide by law 

· ·~ :-,tnc~ con1p!iance \Vlth this a.m~ndrr.ent. 
. <;e it fnl'tner resolved that the purv!e·s 

< ::nv cmw1mtlo:i c:'lllcd by the Co!Prc<s 
:" <:·~uant to this re.'olutlon he strictly lln~!ted 
·) t 1v· coiv;!derntlon or nn nmendment o! 
.1t: n:.H urc n...:; herein proposed. 

... !;''.it further resolved that this npp!lc:.~lon 
-_·, t,n? Lf~gblature ot the stn.te o! Loubiaua 
""''t•;mc., a contlnulng nppl!catiou pur-

sur.nt to Article V or the United Sta~ Co~-
stituttou .. until such time 11.S two-thi...-'J O:. 
thi> Legislatures of the seven.I states !'\:.= 
msde sun.liar appllc&tion. nnd tbe cor:•<'n­
tion herein applied for ls convened, 

Be It further resolved that a duly at.tes~ 
copy or this resolution be lmmetliately ~:s­
mltted to the President or the United .S;a"""­
to the Secretary or the United States Se::l.l.t.e • 
to the Clerl;: of the United States Ho1:.::;e o: 
Rcprcsentatiyes. to e:lch membf'r o: the 
Louisiana delegation to the United 5:..9.~8 
Congress, and to the presiding officer o~ i".:>ch 
house of each state LE-glslature ln the 'II::.! :.N 
Stat C'S. 



RESOLUTION No. 77 

(:\tarylaud) 
\Vh2rea3,_ \Vi th eacll passing year thi~ ~a­

tion becomes more deeply ill debt t<S i:~ ex­
pencli tu res grossly an cl repeatedly e x.:ceed 
:wallable revenues so that the pub!ic debt 
now exceeds hundreds of b!llions or do'..'..3.rs. 

Attempts to limit spending, lncludl!l; ~:n­
poundmeut o! funds by the President o: cha 
United States, have resulted In strenuous o'b­
ject!ons that the responsiblllty for npp~o­
priatlons ls the constitutional duty o: :he 
Con<a-ess. 

'!'he annual Pedernl budget repea:E-dly 
demonstrate3 nn unwlllingne;;s or inability 
of both the legislative and excc:;.:.irn 
branches of the Federal government to c=­
tail spending to conform to avai!aC.le 
revenues. 

TI1e unified budget o! 304.4 blU!on do:'..ars 
for the current fiscal year does not r<!'.:.ect 
actual spending because of th9 excl usio:>. _of 
special outlays which are not !ncludt>d i:::i :.ne 
budget nor subject to the legal public deb~ 
limit. 

As reported by US News and \Vorld Report 
on February 25, Hl7-±, or these i:onbud;:;~_:a.7 
outlays !a the amount or 15.6 billion do'-"3.rS. 
the sum o! 12.9 b!llion dollars represent;; 
fundin" of essentially private agencies w~cb. 
pro;·ld; special service to the federal ;;ov­
ernment. 

Knowledgeable planning nnd fiscal p:-u­
dcnce require that the budget ref!ec': ~11 
}'edernl spenc!lng and that the budget te ill 
balance. 

Believing that fiscal lrr£"Sponsibllity at :he 
Federal level, with the inflation which ~e; 
suits from thl5 pol!cy, ls the greatest tC.ne-3. 
whlch f£<ces our Nation, we firmly be::e..-e 
that constitutional restraint ls neceso<a:y to 
brln" the fo;cnl discipline;; needed to re-:erse 
this "trend. 

Under Article V of the Constitution of •he 
United States, amendments to the l'ee;o,ral 
ConstiLntlon may be proposed by the Con­
gress whene..-er· two-thirds of both 1!'.oc.s<>s 
deem tt necessary, or on the appl!cnt1o::i of 
the Ie<>lslatures of two-thircls of the seve:-31 
stat.es 

0 

the congress shall call a consc~ru­
tional conventlon for the purpoe or _pcoj:>Os­
!ng amendments; now, therefore, be it 

Resol;•cd by the General Assembly of ),'.,,:-y-
1~.mi. That this Body proposes to the Co"~~ss 
o: the United Stti.tes that procedure~ be :oco~!­
tuted in the Congress to ndd a ne·.\· 1\:-::c-1e 
X.XVII to the Constitution of the L':::.'.:ed 
states. and that the General Assernb!7 of 
~Iaryla!ld req uBsts the Congrc.~s to prc;i :t~c 
and submit to the several states :in :irr:;:::d­
ment to the Constitution of the L:r_::ed 
St~te.~. requiring in the absence of a 11~::.:.:•::n.l 
emeq;cncy that the total of all Fede_:-": :;;::-­
propt·intions n1ade by the Congress 10~ 87lY 
fiscal ;-p:<r may not £>xceed the to~:il o:: :J::c 
estl!n;ted :F't:>cle-rrtl revenues. exclrdt!'?.;- 3.~:·· 
re~:enues derivccl "from borro·.vlng, !o:· -:~::~t 

fiscal "''"r; nnd be it further 
He:;~lved. That this Ilody fttrther :.ad. al­

ternatively n~quests that. the CC>ngres.s 0f tile ~ 
Un!ted State~ call a constitntiono.l co:.·,.,::i.­
tion for tile specific and exclu:..ivc purpv.~ ot 
proposing ,;uch an amendment to the Fec"ral 

C.:.nstittttion, to be a nc-w article Jetvrr. 
nricl be it further •· 

!k---0Ive<1, That this Body al3o pro ,, 
cb.cn. the lE-gisl:>tures or each or the sep·~':s 
-1 • - I . h \c1,,1 "-~ ·"" compr srng t e United States apply to 
~~e~ ~on~ress r~.quiring Jt to call a constttu­
... u ... CL convention for proposing such 
aor:~rc.dment to the Fecleral Constitution nn 
b" a 12ew Article XXVII; nnd be it furthe;:.. to 
__ ::-;.~olved, Th::it the proposed new Artlc~e. 
~:-"": iI .(or whatevt>r numeral may then ~ 
~,,,;:..c,priate) rend substautlally a3 !ollow

3
: 

''P~V?03Z.-:U ARTICLE~ XXVII 

"The total or all Federal appropriatlon
3 

:::~c:e by the Congress for any tiscal year 
::::-.:>:;- l!Ot exceed the total o! the e~tlmated 
F~cer1I revenues for that fiscal year, exclud­
i:-:; any revenues deri>·ed fro:n borrowin~· 
o.::d this prohib!t;on extends to all Fecter~i 
o.;;;:.:ropriat!ons and all estimated Fedenl rev •. 
e:!aes, excluding any revenues derh·ed .t"'rom 
tr.-.;:-:-owing. The Presldent in submitting buctg. 
e:.a.:-;- requests and the Congress In enacttn~ 
app.:-op::-iatio:i bills shall comply with tb~ 
~r:ide. If the President proclaims a national 
er:::.~rgency. suspendlng the reqnireme:-nt tha.~ 
~~e total or all Fe<leral appropriations not 
exc~ed the total Cbtimated Federal revenues. ·· 
!c-:- :i fiscal year, excluding any revenues de-: 
~ -;-ed frorn borrov~ring. antl t\vo-thircls o: au 
::".:;:mbers elected to each Rouse of the Con. 
g::-~cs w determine by Jolnt Re30lution. the 
"'>«11 of all Federal appropriations may e:-:ce;xr 
:~e rotal estin1atetl Federal revenues for that: 
:::-~al rear." 
:;:_,d_ b<! it further. 

i!".rn!i·ed, That copies of thls Resolution· 
t::icer the Great Se::il of the State of !>.Iary-
12..::d.. be sent by the Secreta.ry o! Stat.. tt>:. 
Eo:o.or:ible Gerald Ford, President or the 
"C"r-.i:ed States. \Va.sbington. D.C.; Hono;-abla. 
C"n:u-les Mee. Mathias. Old Senate Oilice 
B::.:.!di!1g, Washin~ton, D.C.; Honor;i.ble J: . 
G!e:::rn Beau. Jr., Old Senate Office Bttlidin~­
'1'7:;.shington. D.C.; Honorable Carl Alben. 
S;r.-ake:; of the House of Representatives., 
\~·:c.3hington, D.C.; Honorable Hobert E. Bo.u­
!r.?.:!_ Longworth Building, Washington, D.C.;. 
Honorable Clnrence D. Lon:;, Tiayburn Bulld­
!n;. \Vashington, D.G.; Honorable Paul s: 
S1.r:ianes, Cm\non Office Buildln~. \Va:,htng­
toI:!. D.C.; Honorable Marjorie S. Holt. LO!!i'­
w0:th Bul!c!ing, Wa!>hington, D.C.: Ronor­
::.o'.e Glady::1 Spellman, Rouse Office Bullet" 
i!:::?. W<>-5hington, D.C.; Honm·a!lle Goodloe 
F.. 3yron. Longworth Bullding. 'V~sh.ington; 
D.C.: Honorable Parre?1 J. Mitchell, Ce.nnon 
B:..!:!id.Jng. \Va.c;hington. D.C.; and Ro!1o?"ab!e 
G!il:>ert Gude, Cannon Honse Office Bn!ld1n5; 
~·2-3!1.ington. D.C.; and be It fttrti"ler 

P.sso1ced, That tmdt:r the Gre-.t S~l of 
tb" Senate> of Maryland, the S.:creta.ry of • 
5:..o :e 15 clire>cted to send copies o! this Joint 
R"""o~ution to the Secretary or State ar.d to 
~2e- pre::>!ding offtce'!"S of both Houses of the­
I.~:--~s1a t~i:e of' each of the other St.at.es in 
-;.:.,; tJnl0n, with the request that it b<" cir­
.i.::u:::"!.:~~ct ntnf>ng l~rJer.; in the Executi-re and 
!_~2:.":i::ltii·e bni.nche;"-; of the sevt:ral State I 
<;:.7<-:-nments; and with the further request · 
:;::::_,,~ Nlch of the other States in the Uniorr ' 
Joo::! irr :-equ!ring the Congres;; of the United 
Sca:e-s to call a constltutionrcl con<"entlon 
:·::;:- •he purpo.~e of initiating a propo5a.l to 
a::::!e:Hl the Const!tution o! the United 
s,:.•es in snl:ntantlaUy tbe form proposed !1l 
>!-.'.; Joint Resolntton of the Gener:ll A:>­
s..:-:r.'.,.1ly o! l\Iaryland. 

I 

I 



Ho1:·sF CoNcurr~E:-;·.c !i-ES0LC"lIO:-; :-.ro. 5t · 

(.1.IL~~l'.c>s!ppi) 

~\r;;.-~en)"as~ nn e·.-er ... lncrcaslng- pttbllc- deht­
~.s. :t. l!nical to the g~neral \Vclfart:" ()f th& pev­
p:e c,f thf' Uuited Stn.t('t;: and 

'.V~i.,ro:<..«, the n:i.talonal ucbt b nlre>1d)" 
c'2.'~t:erou:;!y high nncl o.ny !\.1rther !ncre~ 
.,.-;:: he harmful and c<ntty to tlle p<-ople ot 
the ·cn!tcd State:.;: and 

'S!::Prca·~- n. continuotH progrntn o=- dafi.clt 

:' ::cmdn::; by the Federal Government ts one 
,·.: Ute greatest factor!! supporting the 1n-
1;v ion:i.ry con<lltions presently exlstlng ln 
t>,::• country rmcl therefore ho.;; been the chief 
,,._c:vr in reducing the v:i.l\.te of th1> American 
f'tLT~'llC}"~ and 

\";lwn:;>.5, payment of the Increased ln-
r.:-quired by the ever-increas!ng debt 

,_" ~:!.::i in1pose iHl undue hardship on tho::w 
. i' ~' !1xect incomes and those ln lower in­
t' >'.·.C br·ackets; and 

'.':l:ereas, It ls 11ot In the best intcre3t o! 
, c;',.·.·r this ot· future generations to continue 
.- ,1, h n. pr(lctlcc of deficit spending par­
'"'":,irly sin2e tllis would po~s!bly deplete 
.. ;·· .,U;)ply or n:ttiOll:J.! reSO'l!rCeS for future 
~·~·crations; and 
Whereas, by constantly lncrcaslng deficit 

f,rw:.C'ing the Fecleral Government has been 
t ll0'·' ect to allocate considerable funds to 
•,n,:;rcful and ln rn:my lnst:i.nces nonbene­
fldal public progr:.ms; o.nd 

\n1ereas, by limiting the I•'ecleral Go,·ern­
lncnt to spend only the revenues that are 
e>:imnted will be colected ln a given fiscal 
;-c:,r, except for certain :;,pec!fied emergen­
cko, this could possibly rezult in greatt)l' 
sde~tlvlty of Federal Government programs 
fo: the benefit of the publlc and which would 
depend \lpon the willingness of the public to 
pay additional taxes to finance such pro­
grams, and 

Whereas, there ls provlslon in Artlcle. V 
of the Constltutlon of the United States .for 
amending the Constitution by the Congress, 
on the application of the legislatures o! 
two-thirds (Z/:i) of the several states, calling 
a convention !or proposing amendments 
which shall be v:•lld to an Intents ancl pur­
po~P$ when ratified by the legislatures of 
three-fourths ( % ) or the several states, or 
by conventions in three-fourths ( % } 
thereof, ns the one or the other mode of 
rat1fic:i.tlo11 may eh propo.>;ed by the Con­
grcs-;; 

Now Therefore, Be it R.csolud tiy the 
1loust1 of Representatfres of the State o/ 
Mi.-.~issippi, the Senate Concurring Therein. 
'l'he.t we do hereby, pur>uant to Article V 
of the Constltutlon of the U11ited States, 
make application to the conbcress of the 
United States to call n convention of the 
several states for the proposing of the fol­
lowlug: ameuclment to the Constitution of 
the t;nitcd States; 

HAR'l'I('I,l~ ~ 

8(·Ctl»n l. Except as pro•;lded In Section 
3, the Congress shall make no appropriation 
for 1.my 1:$Clll year If the re.,nltlng total cf 
~pp~oprlat!ons for such fi-;cal year would 
txc(·cd the total revenue:> of the United 
StJ.tes for sucl1 fiscal yea.~. 

f:.cct!on 2. Ther1> shall he no Increase 1n 
cbe r<:'ltimml di·bt ar!cl ;;uch debt, as lt exists 
0:1 the uatt: on which thi> a.rtl.cle ls ratified, 
sh:.Jl ue n:pr\id (luring the <o1te·hm1dred-year 
PN!,.d beglnnin:; with the fir;;t fiscal year 
v.ii:·ch begins a.ft8r the do.tc on which this 
nr::tcio is ratHied. 'l11e r:i.te of rPpayment shall 
b,, '''"'h th"t one-tenth ( l,'10) of such debt 
>".:,;: b'o rep:i.lcl d1:ring ench ten-year interval 
C•: -·uh ouc·hundre<l-year period. 

~~c'dnn 3. In ti1nc of \va:.· or naunH::u ctn.er­
'':' '"", ''" clecl:wcd by tha Ccin;re~s. the an­
~"-· d~~,!O!l of S~·ction 1 o~· SC:'(;T,ion 2 or u; is 
c:.:.:::-:12, or both such sections, nuiy be sus-
f)'. :_'· :·~·(l a C0!1Cl11TCE t rt!,:;(:! '-1.tion \1.'hi,:h 
~ ~ P~-;:,- the Sen.:1.te :t1i.d the HoH~e of R~p~ 

:"--..-::at!Yt:·s by an ~tflir.tn•~tiYC ";Utt.' <'f three­
. ,.:;1,::, '3,''1) of t!1c atH~1nrtz~(i rtH'n1bersh!p 

~'.~, ·. '. "· .• 1 such h(nt.::c. Sach sn . .,pt~n"iot1 shaH 
ri,_, et{ectlvc pt:.st the t wo-yc:u· term of 

•.: C".'l!1g;:ess ;t;bkh _IJrF~:;;;e~:;; s·~1"h tt'""o'ut.lon 
'.~,'. ! 1 ~,q•r or an er.nerge:~c;.~ C1>11~i:n;c-.~ t~ ~xisi 

'. :. ~n--.;!_F:•n:--:Ion 1nust be r•.:,~:i:t.ct(·d ln the 
~ · Id:ti1n0r tl-j fll'")\'irled ht"n~i:L 

- .. ~.: ~. ~!ua ~1. 1.'h \;; :\:tie1e f-.l.:;i.:l up ply only. 
~~'.,~~ 1 r.~spect to fiscal yC"n.rs' vdllch be~ln n1o:-~ 
t;:'."· ~n: (0) months afkr tile dat•' on whkh 

•• ::-> ri.n_ft:~c ls r~\ ti ft eel... _ 

JJe it Further Re3olved, '1'1rnt this e::r::>!!,">­
tlo~ by the Legislature of the State of !c!'..."-
6ls.s1ppi constitutes n continuing nppl!c-:>~ion 
In accordance with Article V of the Co:::s-:it-.i­
t!on o! the Untted States \lntll at leas: two­
thlrcts (2/3) of the legislo.tures o! the ~'l'era.l 
states have made slrnll::i.r applica.tior:$ pi:c?­
suant to Article V, but lf Congress pro:x<"""'s 
:.m amendment to the constitution ice:!ttca! 
with th:Lt ('.ontnined 1n this l'esolutlo:;. o~it·::-e . 
January l, 1976, thls application for a co::.- 1 

ventlon of the severt•l states si1all no lor>::~::-
be of any force or errect. -

Be it Further r.csolJ:ea, 'lnat a c!t::-:- a.:­
tested copy of this resolution be !mm.X::ia.t~:...­
trsnsmitted to tl1e Secretary of the &!:::.<:e 
of the United States, the Clerk of the HO\.:.'S': 
or Representatives of the Untied States: :o 
each men1be:r of the Cong:rcss from th!.;; sta:.,; 
ancl to ea.ch house of each state legl:>la :ure ~::i. 
the United States. 



LEGISLATtvi-; R.r:soLUTION 105 

(Nebraska) 
Wh,,reas. wl th each passing year tols 11'\­

tion bt:comes more cleeply In debt as It,; 
e:-:pemlltures grossly and rcpea.tedly exceed 
l'\·aibble revenue, so that the public d"b: 
now exceed,; hundred.> of bllEons or dol-
1.~rs; and 

\VheretL<;, the annual federal bud;;et con­
tinually demo!lstrates an un•:;illingness or 
!nP.bllity or both the leglslati1·e and execu­
tive branches of the federal go·;ernment to 
curtail spernllng to conform to available 
re\·enue; and 

\Vhere::1S, unified budgets <!o not re!'iec~ 
actiw.l spending because of the exch1slon 
o! spech\l outlays which are not included 
in the budget nor subject to the kgal pnbll:: 
d£,bt limit; anrl 

Whereas. knowledgeable planning. fisc.~l 
prudence, antl plain good &nse req:i!re that 
the budget reflect all fedei-al fi?end!ng 1>.nd 
h;, in bahmce: and 

LEGISL;\TIVE JOL~NAL 

\Vl1erea.s, believing that fiscal irrC::,,po1u;i­
bil!ty at the federal level, with the inf!».ti01~ 
'1;-hich results from this policy, Is the g;:e,.t­
est threat which faces our nation, we firm!,­
belleve that constitutional restrabt is neces­
sary to bring the fiscal discipline needed to 
1est-0re financial responsibility; and 

\Vhereas. under article V of the Const!ni­
t!on o! the Unlte<.l States. c.me:o.dments i;:, 

the federal Constitution mny be propo"ed 
by the Congre;,s whenever.two-thi~ds o! bo~t 
houses deem it nncessary. or on t!lc appH~~­
tlon or the Legislature,; of two-thirds of th<> 
seYeral states. the Congress shall c:i.ll a con­
BW.tutlonal convention for the purpose ot 
proposing a1nendrnents .. \Ve bt:He· ... ~e .su('h !l_(" ... 

t!on is vital. 
Krw. Therefore. be it re1;ol\·ed by the m•"n.1-

berc> or the eighty-fourth tegl>;!a,ure of "•'­
bras.ka~ second session: 

l. That this body proposes to t:C.e C01:gt2.;_; 
of the United States thnt procedme,o; he it:­
stituted in the Congress to utld ?- ne .. v ;:..:rti·:;:~ 
-:o the Constltutic,n of the Ur.i:ed S"c.t<" 
s:::vi that. the State o! Nebrask~\ rt"Cn.!~5t:5 t!!; 
C(•ngress to prep~ire and submit t~ th(!o s('r.-­
ern.l ~tates an an1endme11t to tl!:e- CO!.t~iitG­

tlon of the United Sto.tes, reqEiring !:t t':~ 
absence of a nntionn.l cn1ergency· thc.t tl>~ 
to:r.l of nil federal i..pp1·opriatio:.:s nmdtl b:; 
the CongTess for any fiscal year 
ceed the total of all estimated rn·-
tnue for that ftscnl year. 

2. That. alternatively, tllls Legislatn:·::-
n:rnke.> ~;pplicat!on nnd that t!'e 
Congress of the United 
tu tloaal co11Yentlon for the sped.Sc an<.l ~ ., _ 
clu.sh:c purpose o! proposing un a.:--..ienchnt:: .. ::. ~ 
to tllc Constitution of the U!,~ted Stat.:·;; 
requiring· tu the ab~en0e o! a i~:>~:ional err:e:-.. 
gency tlrnt the total of all federo.l 
tion>; mnde Lly the Congress fo:- any 
year n1;.,.y not exceed the total o: all es::­
m.ated fecleral revenue for that fi~cal ~-e.,~. 

3. ThP,t thls Legislature n.lso p:o;:ioses th:<~ 
the Le;i:l:>lature,; of e:i.ch of the :se7<:~nl ;;tr.~es 
c0n1;.lrising the lJnited State.-i n;..ply to t~-:~ 
Congress requesting the enu.ctI!1ent o: a:~ 

apprnprlate a.-uendment. to the !edel'l!J Con-\ 
stitutlon: or requlrtng th& Congress to ca.U, 
a conslltutlon;i..1 convention for pr-opos1.ng· 
such 1111 nmeodment to the- federal Con., 
st!tutlon. I 

4. Tha.t the Clerk of the Leglsl~um tm=· ! 
m!t n copy o! thls resolution to the Presi~·i 
cleut of the Sen.s.te of the United States, the-' 
Spe-aker o! the House of Rep~ntattves o! I 
the United S:ate:i, each member o! the Ne- i 
bn1~ks. Coug.resslonaJ delegation~ the Se-ere- i 

tM!es or S~!\:e a.:ud the Legislatures o! ea.ch ' 
o! the several states. autl the S;crer.ary o! 
St,1.te for the State of Nebraska. 

Whereupou the President stat.ed ! "AU pro­
,.b!ons o! l:l.w relative to proce<lure ho,vlng 
been complled with. the question l;, 'Shall 
the n:::;oiutton pa.5&?'" 



Sr.NATf: JO{N'f R>.'SOLUTlON Nr). ::':! 
(Nevada) 

Whereas, The national debt 1iow a::-.·~::•:·.~ 
to hundr~ds of billions of do!lars an :i ls l:'..­
creaslng eno:·1nous1y each yen.r ns ft::G~:i".'i €':.:­
peadittues grossly exceed fed<"ral l'i'c'-'·~!:l'f~: 

and 
\Vhereas, Pay1nent of the increased '.:::ec•oo: 

on this ever-expandlng de!:>t lmpos~ :i. T~e­
mendo1\s burden on the taxpayers o~ t!:.:s 
country; and 

Whereas, Contllrnous deficit finan.:-1::-,g c;­
the Federal Government support.> Lrt.:::.t\o:-.­
ary conditions which adversely af:'ec• ~e 
nf\tlonal economy and all Americans, ?an~c­
ularly those persons with fixed or low i:::t;,0::::7; 
am\ 

Whereas, Constantly Increasing use c~ de-=.­
clt fi1rnnclng has enabled the f'eder::tl Go>e:-::­
:ment to allocate considerable sums to D:-O­
granrn which in many instances hin·e proved 
to he wasteful and uonbeneficlal to :he p~O­
llc; 11nd 

Whereas, Llmltlng federal expendit·..uces !.!l 
each fiscal year to revenues available in C:l.;.: · 
year, except during national emergencies, ..-~:1 
result In greater selectivity or federal p:".)· 
grams for the benefit o! the public; e::id 

\'lhereas, The annual fedenil bud'2'e:s cc.::c­
tinually reflect the unwillingne:<S or -i::a.bE:cy . 
o! ht'th the legislative and e~:ecutive b:Cim·!:~s j 
o! the Federal Government to bnl~·::ce ~e • 
budget ancl demonstrate the necessl:;: fo:c a 
constitutional restraint upon d()ticit :l1:a::c-
1ng; and 

\Vhercas, Under article V of the c:.::;st::-.\­
tion of the United States, the Cougre.;.s !.> ~,,_ 
quired to call a convention for p"V;:>.:>;,::::; 
tunendme:nts to the federal Constitu::.c1::i o:i 
the applicaUon of the legblainrcs 0! ~"'J­
thh·ds o! the several ~tates: no\\·, th.~:'.'-:-:n::"\'~ =::::: 
tt 

Resolved by the Senate am! A~s~ ,_.,a:;: -:,j 
the State of Neu11<1a, jointly, Thnt. 
to article V of the Constitlltion of 'CLC::<-'1 
States, the legisl<tture of the S~ate 0: :;'e-c.:;::!;-, 
henby makes application to the c.! 
the United StP.tes to call n conventio" :'C.e 
pi.a po:.a:- of proposing t\ll an~endn1er.: to :.":~-e 
United States Com;tttutlon \i'h\cll ':':c-.:'.:! :::<;>­
quire that* in the absence or a :r.ii~!·:-::.::.: 
emert;enci:. the total or the npp:·c-;;:::::. ::::! 
m::tde by the Congress for each fis·:n: ::-~-·-r 
m"y not exceed the toh•l of the es:i:z::.:2:1 
fecleral revenues for tlrn.L year; Rlld be i: !::r­
ther 

Rc . .,olved, 'I1uit the legislature of ~!i! S-:.:·.::e 
or N!:!vnda propo:-;P,s that the legL;!r,:ur.;s o! 
each of the se\·etal st.ates apply to t?':..e Cci:!- · 
gress to call a constitutional cmn·e::::i·:e:::. f\:·~ 
the exclnsin: purpose stated 111 tl1'.; :-=.;..:!\:­
tlon; and be it further -

R•:.,olved, That this nppllc::i.~!ori. b:; ::-.e 
leglsl,ll.\lrC or the State or Nevada CC•'.i'c:~::::es 
a cont.inning appllcatlon ln acco::cL~.!"-:~ "'°"!:h . 
article V or the Co!1stitutlo!1 of t!-.e t:-::'.:nl 'I 
State;; until :.t lea,;:; two-thirds of the ;e;:'..;­
l<ltttres ol the several stfi.tes h~w:e :::·#~e. 
shnitar Hpplicationsi but if Con~rt°"s"' ?7"f7',;>A~s _ 

an amendment to the Constitution s!mllcr 
t;:> that contalned tn this resolutlon be!o!e 
January 1, 1981, this 1>ppllcatlon for a. con­
vention or the several states .shall no longer 
be of any force: and be lt further 

Resoived, Thnt a. copy or thl.s resolution be 
·immediately transmitted by the legislative 
co\1rusel to the President of the Senate and 
the Speaker of the House of Rcpre:;entatlve~ 
of the United States, to each m~mber m 
t~e Ne~adn. congression·~\! d')legatlvn a.nd .to 
the p::esiding omcer or eiteh ho~se of tn'l 
lt>gis!atutes ot the sei;;eral state.;; and be it 
!ucth<:r 

Re.;oli:ed, Thnt this 1:esolutlo11 shaa becerne 
ef.'ectlve ttpon passage and approvo.l. 
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SENA:<: JOINT RESOLUTION 

(New :Mexico) 
Be it resol'>ed by the leg'.sls.ture or the 

Stnte oC New :'.'>!exlco: 
\\'hereas, v.1.!h each passing year thl3 na­

tion becomes more deeply In cebt as Its ex­
pentli tures grossly nnd repe21.tedly exceed 
av:i.llable re>enues, so that the public debt 
now· exceeds hundrech o! blll1o= o! dolln..'"S; 
and 

Wi.1eree.s, the 11.nmml federal budget con­
tin u:;.ny demon.strates an unw1111ugness or in-
11.bllity o! both the leglsla.tlve l'..!ld eirecutlve 
branches of the federal government to curtail 
spending to conform to available revenues: 
,;.nd 

\Vheree.s, unified budgets do not reflect ac­
tual spending because or the excluslon or 
special outlays whlch are not Included ln the 
budget nor subject to the legal public debt 
llmlt; and 

Whereas, knowledgeable. planning, fiscal 
prudence and plain good sell5e" requlre that 
the budget reflect all federal spend.lng and 
be In balance; and 

Whereas, belteving that fiscal lrresponsl­
hllltr at the federal level, with the tn.ftatlon 
which resitlts from this policy. ls tha g:te11.test 
threat which faces our nation. we> firmly be­
lieve that constitutional restraint is neces­
s?.ry te> bring the fiscal dlsclplln& needed to 
rec;tore :financial responsibility; and 

\Vhereas, under article 5 of the corutitutlon 
or the United States, amendments to the ted- J 

eral constltutton may be proposed by the 
Conb'Tess whenever two-third! of both houses : 
deem It necessi.ry, or o:o the a.;>pUcatlon of , 
r.he legis!ai;ures of two-thirds of the seveml i 
states, the Co:igress sh11.ll call a const!tu- .

1 tional convention ro~ the purpose of propos­
lng arnendn1e!.1ts: 't\¥e believe suc.'l action 
t·irnl: 

No·~·. therefore, be It resolved by the leg!s­
ll,lure, or the State o! New Mex.!co that this 
body proposes t-0 the congress ol'. th& United 
States tha.t procedures be instituted In the 
eona:ress to add a new a.rtlc!e to the constitu­
thm ef the Unlt.ed States, and t!::.a.t the legls­
la'.u:·e or the st.ate o! New :r..texie-0 requests 
the to prepare a.ud submit to th& 
~~veral an amendment to the con.stttu-
tion of the United States, r.:qulr1ng in the 
"b~E>nce or a national emergency that the 
10t:<l or all federal appraprlatlona mad!.> by 
tlie con;:rcss !Ctr a.ny fiscal year may not 
<·:;c(·ed the total o! aU estimated federal re;·e­
:rn"" for that fis.c-al year: and 

Be it nirther resolved that, alternatlvely, 
'Ii'.-; body makes application and requests 
tluct the co:igress of the Unit<:<! States call 
a constltutlonal convention for the specific 
•md exclusive pm-po&!' or prClp<lSl.!:1.g an amend· 
:Lent to the constitution requ.!rtng In the 
"hse-nce of a. national emerge::icy that the 
C>tal o! all federal appropriations m:ide by 
tile congress !or any fiscal year may not 
€ .. ,ccctl the total of all esth::c.ated federal 
:·e-:.·r.·n ·-~c:-; for tha!:. fiscal yenr; a.:id 

Be it further resolved t.hat thi.3 bod:> also 
pr,,po,es that the legislatures or each or the 
''"·era! statr:s compr!s1ng the Unite-cl States 
''i'>cly to the congress requesting the. enact-
ment. of an. approprl:.lta amend.Inei::t to the 
federal constltut.lon; or requlr'!..n.g the ron­
~ to can o. oonst1tutlonal con"<!'ntion ror 
proposing s~1ch an l'tnendment. t:o !he !eden>l 
oo:ruititut.lon; an'\ ! 

:Se it :further resolved tha.t e-0pi.ed or ~bis 
resolution be sent by tho secretary of Ir.at.ii to 
the members of New Mexico's del<"£'.'>tlon to 
the congress of the United States; ~d 

Be It further resolved tha.t the sec:-eta::; or 
state of this st.ate ts dlrei'ted to s-;-r-:d cO?ies 
of this joint resolution to the s..:-:'.:'e"ta..ry or 
state a.nd pres!dtng omcers of bo•b !lou~ o! 
the legislature or ea.ch of the other s<.at~ in 
the unlon, the clerk of th& Un.!':ed S':a.tes 
house or representatives, Wasblng-..on. D. C. 
a.nd the secretary of th& United s~~ Sim• 
ate, Washington, D. C. 



r F0!\!-37. A j<•int rf''Ob~,!on ~ do;itpd by 
::.h.: Legislati.;r .. ~ •)f t!1e Slatu oi Xorth. C:i::-0-­
l~r::1.; to tbe Cot'!1!:1i~tre 0:1 the Jec!!ciary: 

... "Sr:~.r,::·~~ .TO!~~-T !-~'!'..:!OLlJJ'IU:.X$ 

~ .. \Vhcrens. b~lie'i·in~ th;:';.t inflation is the 
t !r:Si:>t ~V:,~·Ioas TJ~·cbicn.1 f~cing the pz~op1c of 

~
"-"t!:;e VnIU'd St.;\~.i:::s., a:~d the prln::.ax-y cnu:sc 

~: _:nna.tlou i"S ~!~·::hccked i\~d.{:rr~l r .. p-ce.ding; 
...... ll 

~·'.V11~reri.s. t~1e State o: ~o:·th Cnro1in:i. 
f:-; tPqu:!r(d hy H.$ Con~:tltt~tion to ha\"t'!- a. 
~i.·.l8.:1ced :,:,:id h::..;; long op1~ratrd on 
R ::.o'ltnd b ~::.is \\~hLh the fede~a.l r;ov-
e:TUHcnt ;~·o\11tl be \4,:cH-t::erTcd to ci-nulate; 
{:t.~1d 

.. -\\11en:.::L~. \(~~de!" ~\r-t!clc v or t11c Con­
,c_.~ !tution of 't'!!f':' lrni.'!:c·:.l St:t~f·S. n.nv:md1ncl1~s 
~o tht'" fcc~eral C"''n-:U~'Ut!('~a I!1ay 1;e propo:",f·d 
h~: thl! Con~~r<:·s.•; '.\·he!:eve:- tv·o-third;;; of but11 
lt~uses dec,;n !~ :·.1,.."..::0:~~:\.:"t. or on e1e 
tfc·:i Of the lt"'~L,:att~:·..:s ~o!' tw0-th!rds the 
:::·~··»eL1l state~. -;:.'::.t .. Congrcs.s cha.ll call ~ Con­
~·jt1itf,)nal C..: ·::~;c-:tio:1 fo:; the ru:rpo::e of 

wblc!1 sh:::.11 he vaUd 
hy t!~~ of three .. 

: ... ~1:·ths of t:1-: ~~C\•,·t:::-i,)~1 or by con\ t~!1-
li!J'.:'l:~ in th:-t.~·1>-!'c;::1.r~ ::ts tlv::i!·eof; 

''\Vl:c1·ca~. by f:t'5nlution 97 of the Ge!1en;J 
Ao::sdhb~y. t~-:.+_i:-.~{! .Ju15- 1. l~77, t:1£> 
':"':.".s 'tr1 S'.<hlTi.it nn to 
t~·.-: i.n '.r(·:rt~\~·n :'\. !):-;.hnh;ed ·f(•dr:ral budf~-
t·t. but the 11::,,.s f:l.ilf":.::! to ti,et; Xo~,~. 

~ ::~~:f.~f :~:e ~:,,:: :~~:~i;::~;~~;~¥' '::· ;;,; 
~¥:@~+:::'.~: ·f :~;·1 '.i:;::::!·;,~:~~:;J :~\~ 

~-·f'.H:: v-:i:. l11n four t:.fte:r 
! :.t~ n1nt:nd n·;~:?-:::: ls r~~tiL;f·d by Yado:.is 
>: rc:es. 

"1'·0 ~;:~: 'i;~~r;~~i~;~.~n;~;~;,,6~:;1.~;:;~" ~1~~ 
Rtn.t.~s 1.:a!l a ~~<Jrt\'CnUrn fer the ex­

o~· 

s~r1.t".·s \:.~:n ::i..t l~a;;t t-;::-c-~h'.:-C}:: c~ ::~~ :e·;:?­
:.:-. t.u~€'.s c~ tt'.e ~eve rat Dt'..:.~_es !.::v:~~ !:_..c.:_:7 s~::..-

!1Rr 
untH 

1;on.h c.~ro:::.....::.: 
Co!::grc:;s p:opo;;es f\n f-~:1e:::::::-:-:: :_: 7..::: ":::.-:: 
C01:s"T:irt:::cn i.dG!Tt~c.:11 i:.;. s·1·::.~»c:: =-~:-.:.::-: ".'.:-'~ 
tli2.t cc-::~:-.:ned in this j:)!::t :-~.:c·:-::.::::. :-.. ~ ... 

;~rt~~~ t~:·; ~~~~bt~1~ \~;~~?;Q~~1 ~~-I~-~·1: :;I~, ~~j~~~~;·:· ~ ~~:~ ~ 
hnV e::.:-,<:~~ 

.:S(·C . .oj. Titat thi--; .?~:- :i :~·::_·.:"'.:~ 
be c!ctr::-.~d. rescinded \.'::".:..e €";e::. 0 

.. ::-_-~~ ... :'.:::.-; 

C('C..':f.:~~~:c::i is r~nt li:::i;:-;d to t::.~ ~-_::;~:;;:;: 

!1i:1: ~E.!"' o::- t!·~j~ r~ppliC~\tic:::... 

··se~. 5. That ~ince t~;.L;: !i~~:::::-:;:_·~-- -:.:::-~.;: 

A:-ticle ': of the Co!:~ti~.!::o'!:"l c: ~::·_~ !:::.~:~:::.. 
s~~1:r;.s. :s the cxe~·..;i.:::e ei: ~-;. :~:.:-_"".'.' l.:-:-.:'.:-::·. ·• 

st.r.t-es U!:.::!c:- C-:,::. .. 
S"':.:_';\:~s. !.-: ~-"' =-~-

i1~::;~~~~~1Batg:ic~;~~pi{o~;s:~~~5 ;~°?~~~-.:~-;~~~-:~:~~ 
cf the ~7:::.itcd Statf:.5 Co::,;-:·e.~.s Gt?.~,,:.-:::"':~~::: 
noted t::.:·~ct duly entered 1~~J0a :l:.:::= :-c~;."".;-:~ 

tl\'e ::i,.tid that t~e :·<J.:~ co:::-::-::-:;_;;~ :::-.·.s 
p"L1bH:>ht·d i::t t:h; v~:-'~·:>:..~ ;·~.:~·:­

ca~:o:i c"": both tlle Se>n~"'.:·.: a':"~d :.:::·:· ~::-~.:~"! •..,,:: 

_::;;cs, t!1e s~~:crt::r.:r Qf ::~e- \:'"::..~-:~:: 

Str .. t<:s Sr.;n0te~ nnd e.:i.::::-. rc.-e~~=:--:::- c:. :.:~'2 
K0r:c. C;.,-olhui. ,_;~·°'.;a::"=-

''St'.C. 7. Thi~ 
rati.:'lca :ion." 

P0~-~-38. A rcso;nt!•J:l 
1300.rd o! Dirt~Ctors. \V!s;y::;:;s:e_ 
LHe lT::C~r~~1.:rit.ers )fad! .. -... ,~. \'\~is. ::::-.'"":-=-::-6.~:...t:­

ing tl1.e U.S. Conr;ress t;:";: n.:r~.c:?::r:.:.~~~::.!~ : . .:;. 
the ~~eCarrr .. n-Ferguson Act be ~~~c:-:::--:-::; :o 
the C..:.:-l:~ni'H.ee on the Jt~.ri~cla;;"J-. 



SENATE Co><Ctm."IENT RESOLUTION' ::S-o. .;-018 
(North Dakota.) 

Be it :resolved by the Senate o: :.he S:ate 
or North Dakota, the House o! P~::>::ese::~-
atlves concurring therein: • 

That we respectfully propose n!l amend­
ment to tbe Constltutton o! the Ur:.!~ 
Stat~ and call upon tbe people of tl::e sev­
eral states for a. convent-Ion !or such ptll'.J?CS& 
as provided by Article V or the Co:is:.!tu:.!on. 
the propooed Article provtd1ng as ::o::oW3: 

ARncu: -
Section 1. The president shall su':>ml:., a.t 

the beginnlng ot each new Con~ an an­
nual budget !o-r the ensuing fisca.l year E-at­
ting !orth In deta.ll the total propo;>ed e3:- i 
pendltures a.nd the total estimated reven~e 
ot' the Federal Government from sou...~ 
other than borrowing. The president :may set 
new revenite estimates from tl!n& to U:::ne. 
Expenditures !or each two-year pe:-!od s~ 
not exceed the esUmated revenue e=p; ln 
time or witr or a n:i.Uona.l emerge:n.cy de­
clared by the Congress. The prov1slollS ot' tt.a 
Article shall not apply to the refin.=-cing o.t: 
the natlonaJ. debt; and 

Be lt turther resolved, that copies. o! t!:tls. 
resolut.lon be forwarded by the Se<:reta.r-y ot 
State to the leg1slntures or the several sU.;;cs. 



HOUSE JOINT '.REsoLUTION No. ~Q-l!) 

(OKLAHO:-.IA) 

'Whereas, with each passing year thi3 !'.l:l­
tlon becomes more deepiy in deb<; as !ta 
expendltures grossly and repeatedly exce-ed 
ava.llable revenues, so that the pub!ic d~'t>t 
now exceeds hundreds of b!lllons o: dolle.:cs. 

Whereas, the annual federa.l buct;et co:i­
tin ually demonstrates an unwllling:iess or 
inability o:f both the lcglslatlve &::!d ex<"C',:­
tive branches of the federal go-:e:-nm;,"t 
to curtail spending to conform to a-.a!l.ab!e 
re\"enues that the total of all fe-1e-:-sl ap­
prcprlatlons made by the Congres.:; !or P.r:y 
fiscal yea.r may not exceed the total of a U 
estimated teclernl re~·enues for tc.>~ fi;cC'3t 
year. 

Section 3. That th!5 Body also p::opOS<'.3 
that the lcgl.slatures of eacb of the .;;e>er:c! 
states comptlslng the United State:; ap;:i:y 
to the Congress requesting the e=ctrne;c.t 
or an appropriate amendment to t'.:.e Fe;!­
eral Constitutlon; or requiring the C:':igress 
to call a constitutional convention ~o:- p:-o­
poslng such an amendment to the Fede~.>! 
Constitution. 

Section 4. That copies o! this R~lutic::i 
sba.U be sent by the Secretary o! S:.ate to 
our n1embers or Congress. 

Section 5. That the Secretary o! S:.ate ot 1 

this state Is directed to send copies o! this 
Joint Resolution to the Secretary of Stau• 
and presiding officers or both Hou...~ of the 
Legislature, the Congress and of each of the 
other States In the Union. 

Whereas, unified budgets do not rt-:".ec:: 
actual spending because of the excl':.n'10n o! 
special outlays which are not inclr.:ded in 
the budget nor subject to the lel)'31 ;:mhl:c 
debt limit. 

\'/here&>. knowledgeable plann1ng, !L'leal. 
prudence ·rmd pl3ln good se~ requlr& tbat 
the budget reflect 1<11 fooeral spending and. 
bo ln balance. 

WhereM, bellevlng that fuca.l !rresp<:>!!.31-
blllty at the federal level. with the Inflation 
which results from this policy, ls the greate.>t 
threat which faces our nation. we firmly 
believe that constltuttonal restrain~ ls nece>­
sary to bring the fisc!\l dtclpllne needed to 
restore financial respom;lblllt5·. 

Whereas, under Article V o: the Con3t!~·.1-
tlon o! the United States, amendments to the 
l''cderal Constitution may be proposed by the 
Congress whenever tv.·o-thlrds o!' both H!>u~s 
deem It necessary, or on tbe appllcatlon of 
the legislatures o! two-thirds or the se•1era! 
states that the Congress shall call a con­
stltutlonal con;entlon !or the purpo..<.e o:: 
proposing amendments. \Ve belleve such nc­
tlon vital. 

Now, therefore. be It resolved by the Ho.use 
o! Representatives and the Senate o! the 
2nd session of the 35th Oklahoma lei:;lsla­
ture: 

Section l. That, this body proposes to the 
Congress or the United States that proce­
dures be Instituted in the Congress to add a. 
new Article to the Constih:tlon ot the 
United States, and that the Legislature o! 
the State or Oklahoma. make.:s application 
and request.s the Congress to prep:ue and 
submit to the severa.:I states an amendmen~ 
to the Constitution or the Uo!ted States. re­
quiring 1n the absence o! a national emer-. ; 
gency that the total o! all federal appropria­
tions made by the Congress !or any fiscal 
year ma.y not exceed the total of nll esti­
mated fedei:al revenues !or that fiscal year. 

Section 2. That alternatively. thl.<i Bodf 
reque,,ts tha~ the Congress of the United 
Stat.es call a constitutional convention !or 
the spee!flc and exclusive purpose or pro-· 
posing an amendment to the FIX!eral Cor.­
st!tution requiring ln the absence of a na­
tionnl emergency. 



SExATP. Jo1N·r n.IB::.tuR.L\L 2 
(Oregon) 

( t) TI1at this body respectfully petitions.­
the Congress or the United St<•tes to call a 
convention tor the specific and exclusive pur­
pose of proposing an nmendment to the Con­
stitution or the United States to require a 
ba!nnced federal budget. and to make certain 
exceptions with respect thereto. 

(2) 'Du•t this appllcat!on by tb.is body 
constitutes a continuing application In ac­
cordance wlth Article V ot the Constitution 
-or the United States untU at ler.st two-thlrd'l 
of the legislatures of the several states have 
m:ide similar nppUcatlons pui-suant to Article 
v. but if Congress proposes an amendment. 
to the Constltut!on identical In subject 
matter to that contained in this Joint Me­
morial t>-=rore January 1, 1979, tb!s petition 
!or a constitutional convention shall no 
longer be or any force or effect. 

(3) That this body propose that the Ieg!s­
lati»e body of each of the several states com­
prising the United States ::i.pply to the Con­
gress ot the l:nlted States req;.ilrlng the Con­
gress to call a constltutlonal convention for­
prnpo3lng an appropriate amendment to the 
Peder<\l ConstltuUon or requesting the en­
actment of such ai1 amendment to be sub­
mitted to the state.; !or ratification. 

(4) That a copy of this memoT!al shall be 
transmitted to the Prealdent ot the United 
Statt':.; to e'1>ch n1ember of tb.e Oregon Con­
grcs~ional Delegation; to the presiding o!­
fice?-s o! the Senate and House or Rep::esenta­
tt,-e . .;. or the United State; or America; to each 
Governor or each state in the United State;; 
of America; nnd to the presldlng o!!'\cer o! 
eP.ch legislative body In the 'United States 
or America. 



RESOLL-no:-r No. 236 

(Pen!:..sy:n1uia) 
'\\-(-.. f"!rt&..s.. Reque:sting appropriati;: act!on by 

the- Co!l~:-ess. either n.ctlng by co11seut ot: 
tv,·0-i:llirds of both liol!~es er, upon the ftpp!I-

. c-s~-k;n of the LegkJatun:s Qf t\i.·o-~h1Td5 ot 
tt.e se\·cral states. ca.1ali~ a Cons1hutional 
Co::v<O'ntion to propos:! an amendment to the 
r--.e-do:-:-a.1 Ccnstitutior~ t-0 requi!·e. ·with certain 
exceptions, that tl1e total of all :Federal ap­
p!\Jpci>itions may not excee(l ihc total 0£ all 
es~1awd Federal revenues in any 1l~cal 

}'t?C~:'. 

V.nereas, With each passing yc:i.r thL> ~a­
t.ion becomes more deeply in cie\Jt as its 
ex;:ieaditu::es gr=ly and repe.itedly e;;ceed 
&.•"lla\Jle revenues, so that the pu\Jlic debt 
:i:...=,;o; exceeds hundreds of billious of dollars; 
s..r..d 

\\nereas, 'l .. he an!lual Federal budget con-
1~1:uu.lly den1onstr3.tes an u11\~;i1liugncss or 
i::;c.bi!ity of both the legislative and cxecu­
ti·.-e branches of tbe Federal Government to 
curtail Epemliug to conform to available 
re>enues; and 

\';herc..'15, Unified lJt1dgets do not reflect 
ac:ual spending because of the exclusion of 
~ial outlays which are not included in the 
budget nor subject t-0 the legal public deb~ 
lb:J.t; anci 

'':bereas. Kno,,.,.ledgeable planning, fiscal 
p"1dence, and plain good sense require that 
tbe budget reflect all Federal spending and 
be in balance; and 

W11ereas, Belie.-ing that fiscal 1rrespons1-
b:litv at the Federal level, with the luflation. 
\:Chlch results from th.ls policy, is the greatest 
threat which faces our N?.tion, we firmly 
belie'\"e that constitutional restraint Is neces­
sa.ry to bring the fiscal discipline needed to 
restore fina.nclal responsibility; aud. 

Whereas, Under Article V of tlle Consti­
tu;.ion of the United Sta.tes. an1e11dments to 
the Federal Constitution may be proposed by 
-:he Congress whenever two-thirds of both 
Houses dee1n it uecessa1·y, or on the appli­
cation of the Legislatures of two-thirds of 
the several states the Congress shall call a 
Con~t!tutlonal Convention for the purpose of 

· p!"Oposing amencL-nents. \Ve belie1·e some such 
action >ital; therefore be It 

Resolved (The &nate concurring), That 
the General Ass.embly of the Co:nmom\·ea-lth 
Cf Pennsyl'l'ania proposes to the Congress of 

- the United States that procedures be 1.u.sti­
. ~ted in the Congress to add n new article to 

the Constitution of tl1e United States, and 
that the General Assembly o! the Conunon­
we:i.lth of Pennsy~vanln requests the Con­
g-regs to prepare and submit to the seve::al 
Etates an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United State;. requlrlng in the absence of 
a national emergency that the total of all 
F'ede..>-al appropriations made by tho Con­
gress for any ti.seal year may not exceed the 

·• total or nll estimated Federal reveuues for 
:c. that fiscal year; and be it further 
". Resolved That, nlternatlvely, the Gen­
,_ eral Assembly of the com.n1onwealth of Pell!J.­
' s,lva!J..la makes a;:iplication and requests that 
•· the Congress of the United States call<• Con-

F.~!v~ .. That copies of t!::iis re;;olnt!o:1 b9 
~,,.r.t to the mt>mhers of the CoHt,'l-.?>'S f::-om 
Pel!:-..s,,-l"':::a; :rnd be it furthe1· 

P..e-:o,;!,e"'.!. TI1'lt the Chfd Clerk of the 
Roi.:::.-:- c! E.1:-?r-cscntattve3 ~end copies of this 
!0In'": re~r:·~~tion to the Secretnrr of State 
a1:.d ;-~SS.:::g o!1ic~rs of both Hou:=:es o! t!10 
Le;is!a:-:.:__~: of cc_ch of the other str:.tes in the 
Un~c!:. t~~ C1crk of the United States Hou:::e 
o!' R-c:p:-e:;::!'l.tatiyes, ''1;la..shin6ion, D. C. n11d 
-r.he $c"'"<::-e:2.ry o! ti1e United Stnles Senate, 
\\"~~::~z:~.:'!!, D. C. 

&t!tutional Conceutlon for the specific P .. nd 
CJ>:clusive purpose of proposing an amend- , 

- - rnent to the Federal Constitution requiring ' 
1n the absence of a national emergency that · 

:- the total of a!l Ft:deral appropriations me.de 
by the Conr;ress for au:1• 1lsc:il year may not 
-exceed the total of all estimat<,d Federal re;-­
enues for that :Cscal vear; and be It further 

Resoh·ed, That tl1c General Assembh· or 
the Cominon,,.ealLh of Pennsylvaiiia also pro­
P<>ses that the L<:~.;lslat.ures of each of the 
several st,.tes compri~lng the United Srntes 

_, apply t-0 the Congress requesting t.he enact­
-~·.-ment; of an a.pproprlnte amendment to the 
c·:·hd.erat Constitution; or requiring the Con­
;. greas to call a. Constitutional Convention !or 
· .. Ptoposing i;uch an nmendment to the Fed­
S:!l"al C-Onstitutlou; a.nd bci lt further 



C:;!.:C~ERJ:NT RESOLUTWN' :\'O. S. 10:.!4 

(South Carolina) 
\\'l><r<<""", '1'."ith e.;.ch p11ssing year this :\';1.· 

tfo!l be-~0::1:1:S more deeply in debt as con;;res- , 
s!o:1a! e:-:"Je.nditere.~ groi'~ly aad repeatedly 
.;::\.ct'i""~ $.~1'~.ab!~ n::venu~s so that tlie public 
d;:b;; no"' <ci:ceed,; :J. ilalf-trilliou dollars; and 

W!:e:eLS, att<;rnpt.5 to Jlmlt spending by 
n}ea:::1s c:: tbe new congressional bUdGet con1 .. 
:nirt<Ce n='--icedures bave pro>ed !ruitl<>ss; and 

'Vc..e=~~s. the ~:1nual Federal budget re­
p'f'at~~:y d..cmonstr? .. te.S a.:1. u1~v..·i1Ung!Je~s or 
i11a';J!:~::: ot. bot.h the lc>g1si.atn;c (!.!ld cxecu ... 
t~Ye bra ::c:'1eB of the: Federal governnlent to 
cu~? .. :l ~nding t-o con:for1n to anitlab!e reve .. 
nn.?-s; aud 

Whe:->?M, the proposed budget of five !nm­
drt"d bi::ion doll::rs !or fiscal year 1978-Hl49 
does r:o: ;eJJect total spending because of the 
exdt>sic::i. of spec!al outlays which are not 
1ncluct"C. in the budget nor subject to the 
lep<l p<::oUc debt limit; and _ 
\\Th~s, believing that fiscal lnespoasl­

bilitv E.: the Fe<iera.l level, with tile re.5111ti11g 
!n!la.tic~ and decline In the Nation's trading 
pos:t:0n i;; a growlng and corrosive threat to 
om· e-:o:::-omy, to the well-being of our people, 
and t-0 our representative democracy, that 
co~~ti~":::ional restraint Is necel'sary to bring 
t'!:le 1:.-«::-<'.l disc!nline needed to re>erse this 
'!T~nd. ~o"~v, the~efore-, 

Be i: :resolved by the Senate, tl1e House 
of R~~entatives concurring: 

TI1a': Congress ls reqw"sted, pursuant to 
A:-tic!e V of the United States Constitution, 
t<t ca'.':. a constitutional convention for 'the 
spec!::<:: and exclusive purpose of proposing 
an arn~:-idment to the Federnl Constitution. 

Ee i: further resol>ed that the proposed 
new f.r:1endment read substantially :>s 
!OJIO'S'S: 

"PROPOSED ARTICLE "-"\'II 

The ~-0t<>.l of alt federal approprla tions 
made b-;- the Congress for any fismil year 
stall nc:. 1:xceoo the total of the estiniated 
!ed.er-...:. re>enues for that fiscal year, exclud­
ing :i..::;7 re'l'enues deri'l'ed from borro.,,ing, 
a:i.d tl:.;s- prohibition extends to all federal 
app~j:)~a.tions and all estimated !ederal 
re>e:::..:es, excluding any revenues derlze<l 
fr.om bcrrowing. The '.Presldent in submitting 
budce::iry requests 11.nd the Congress in en­
actil:; approprlaUon b!lls shall comply with 
t!1!s c..:-4 icle. 

The provislons of this article shall be sus­
p€nd ~,;;;: for one year upon the prochtmation 
by t'=-~ PreEldent ot an unlimited na.aonal 
en1e=i;e::icy. The suspension may he extellded, 
b;,::t :::.o: for mo::-e than one ye::..r at any one 
tilne, i! two-thirds of the membership of 
both :::fouses of Congress so determ:ne by 
Jot::.; Resolution-'' 

Ee i: further resolved that copies of this 
r....sc:-..:::ion I.le forwarded to the President of 
the 't:::..ited States, the President of tl1e United 
S:'1:<:5 Senate, t!le Speaker of tl1e . Unlt;;d 
Sta:..,~ Hou.;e or Representatives nnd to each 
me::::::: .. .:r of Congress from South Cnrollna. 

;NO. 775 

A Joint; Resolution To RequP.st App,·opri­
ate Action By 'The Congress Of The Unice<l 
States. On I!s Own Ac~!..on By Conser.:::; Of 
Two-Thirds Of Both Hou£~ O:: On The 
Application Of The L-e::;isla:.i.::·e.; Of 'l"so­
Thirds Of The Several 5:..1.tes. To P::orio2c .:\:o 
Amendment 'l'o The Constl:u1ion 01 11w 
United States To Rec;u::-e T.r;t<t 'Ihc To:::;! 
Of All Federal Approp:'.<1.t!ons Not E:-:-
cecd The Total Of All f'cde:-.~: 
P..evenues In Any r'iscal Year, Witll Cenr,::c 
Excepti.ons. 

Whereas, with each p~.ssln;,: year this l';t­
tion becornes more deep~J in cle:b:: as its c:{ .. 
pendltures grossly a!1d n:pe?.~ed:y exceed 
avaUable revenues so tnat the public d£::0t 
:no·N" exceeds hundreds of billio!:ls of dollars; 
and 

Whereas, attempts to limit spe!lding h,n-e 
resulted In strenuous objections tl1at the 
responsibility !or appropriations 1s the co;1-
stitutlonal duty of the Congress; and 

\Vl1ereas, the annual !ede~al bud~et re­
peatedly demonstrates an unw!llbgnes' .-,r 
tuabi!!ty of both the legislati..-e and execlt­
tive branches of the federal governme!lt to 
curtail spending to con!or:n to amilab!e 
revenues; nnd 

\Vhereas, the unified budget of on:r tI;ree 
hundred billion dollars !or tl::e current 1lscal 
year does not refiect ~ual Epend!11g bec;;rn~e 
of the excluslon of special outlays which 
arc not included in the bu<!;:;et nor subject 
to the legal public debt limit; and 

\Vhereas, knowledgeable planning amJ fis­
cal prudence require th<. t the budget reflect 
all federal spendtng and th<!.t the budget he 
in balance; and 

Wherer.s, believing that f,scal irrespon_,i­
bility at the federal I~el, 'l'>!<:h the inflation 
'\'hich results from thls policy, ls the i;rea !Ctil 
threat which faces our nation, we firmly he· 
lie>c thr,t constlt'tttlonal restraint ls nec~s­
sary to brine- the fiscal d!s<:i::>line needed to 
reverse this trend; and 

Whereas, under Artic:e V cf the Con~titu­
tion of the United States, a::ne11dr,1ents to 
tlle federal constitution may be propo~ed by 
the Congress wheneve: two-third-; of both 
houses deem 1t necessary, or vu the applicl'.­
tlon of tl1e legislat.ures of tv;o-thircls o! U1•' 
several states, the Congress shall call a con­
stitutional 'convention for the purpose of 
proposing an~endments. Now, the1·efore, 

Ee lt enacted by the Genernl A.s&embly o: 
the State of South Carolina.: 

Section 1-Amendroe:~t. to U.S. Constitnti<:n 
proposed.-Tl'e General Assembiy o! SoutL 
Carolina proposes to tl:.e C0;:,gress of ti:<: 
United Si;ates that procedures be inst:1nlcd 
in the congTess to add r. ne·;; Article XXYH 
to the Constitution o! the United St~•tl'.' 
nnd thn.t the Cong:re5.5 prepr..re nnd st~!)n-~:1 
to the >;everal states an r.mendmcnt tc t!1i' 
Con:>tlttttion o! the Uni~ed S~ates requi:·;:;,, 
In the nb~ence of a nat!onnl e!nerg:ency 1lu: 
the total of all federal approp:ci:J.tiom; mad·~ 
by the Con!;TCSS !or nn::;. ti.s~l yc~r may Ii••· 
exceed the wtaI of the C'Ot!mated !cdtr;:i 
rc»ennes, excluding n:iy re•en11es dcrin '' 
:from borrowing, for that fi~cal ye:u:. 

·The General Assembly :rurt.her aud alt.:>r­
nath-ely reqnests that the con:;res.s or tlw 
United States can a co=tt=ion:il com·en­
tlon tor th6 l'Speelfie and e:tc.'usive purpose of 

proposing Suell 8.llt We~dr:nc.nt. to the federal, 
constituUon. to.~ a new Articl& xxvn. · .. 

Tha General Assembly also proposes that 
ths leglsla.h1res o! ea.ch or the savsro.l statw 
coI01prislng the United St.at.es: apply to the 
Congress requlrlng lt - to call a comitltu­
tlonal convention·. !or:. proposing such an 
:rn.~endment to the federa.Lcoll.lltltution, to be 
n ne<v Art1cle :x:xvn, whlc:?:l sha.ll read. sub­
st:n1 :ially as follows: 

.. AaT.l'CL:e: XXV!I } - . 

'The totn.l or all federal nppropria.tlons 
rn:i.de by the Congresa tor any fiscal year may 
not exceed the total of the estimated federal 
ren:nues for that :.fiscal year, excluding any 
reve~ues derived from borro"N1ng, and this ) 
:p_wh1b!tion e:rtends to·au federal approprta­
trons and a.ll estlms.ted federal revenues ex­
clmting any revenues ·dedve<i from bo~ow- I 
in;;. The Presiden-.. 1n subm!tUng budgetary! 
requests and the Congresa Lo. enacting appro- • 
p:i":tlon billil shall comply With th.ls article. 
I! tne President proclaJ.ms a. natlonaI emer­
g<-ncy, suspending the requL-ement that the 
total or all federal approprla~oll.!I not; exceed 
the total estimated federal revenues tor a' 
fiscal year, exclud!ng any revenues derived j 
from borrowtng, and .t.wo-thl:d.s or all mem'­
t.ers ~lected to _escb house of th& congress 
~o d<heimtne by Joint resolut!on, &he total o:r 
all federal ·approprlatlons may ·exceed the 
total estimated federal revenues .tor tha.t 
fiscal yea?." : - :'o ·. ·-: ;· ·':·- :,,.,,._ - . : ,., "; • ·· 

St>ction 2. Coplea ·to certain persons.-'nie 
Secretnry of Sta.U, ls .dlrected to forward cop­
ies o! this resolution bearing the Great Seal 
or t?e State to the following persons: The 
Pre::-1dent and Vlee President o! the Unlted 
States, the Speaker of the United States 
Hoiise o! Representatives and each member·. 
o_r the south Ca.ro11na.eongresatonal Delega,..: 
t10n In Washlngton,n.c. · ' .. · ·•.> ,-·1 

Se1:'tlon 3. Time-eH'ei::tlve.-This act shall I 
take eflect upon approval by f.bl!t Governor: 

- ·.~~- • ...,.., ___ .~,,,.·, ••• ·.·~ w ""··· ~. 
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HOUSE JolliT RESOLUTION No. 22 '. • .. 

··(Tennessee} :·.··-·c' 
Whereas, each year 'this nation beeo~es 

more deeply in debt as tts expenditures 
grossly and repeatedly exceed available rev~ 
enues so that the legal public debt lilnlt has 
exceeded 437 billion dollars; and . . · 

Whereas, attempt.s to Um.It spending, in.:: 
eluding impoundment o! funds by the Pres\o­
clent of the United States; have resulted in 
strenuous objection& tha.t the responslblllty 
:fo: approprla.t!on.s_ls tile constitutional duty 
of the Congress; and 

\Vhereaa, none.theless, the annual budget 
repeatedly demonstrates an unwillingness or 
in:?.bllity to curtail -spending to con!orm to 
an•U:?.ble revenues; and . _ . 

Wheroos, the federal budget never rellects 
actu«l spending because o! the exclusion o! 
spec!:i.1 outlays. which are neltller included 
in the budget nor _subject to the legal public 
c\~ht limit; and 

\'thereas, knowledge.able planning requires 
that the budget reflect all federal spending 
ar.cl that the budget be In balance; and 

Whereas, bel!ev1ng that fulca.l lrresponslbll­
i '.y at the federal level, with the inflation 
\\"h!ch result.~ from this pollcy, ts the greatest 
threcii; which faces our nation, we firmly be­
lieve that a constttutlona.l restraint Is neces­
S<>ry to bring the fiscal disciplines needed to 
reverse this trend; now, therefore. , · 

Be it resolved by the House or Representa­
tives of the Ninetieth General Assembly or 
the State o! Tennessee, the Senate concur­
ring. That purnuant to Article V or the Con­
stitution of the United States, application : 
is he:eby made to the United States Congress 
to call a convention for the purpose of con­
s!dering and proposing an amendment to the 
Co1Htitutton or the United States to requl.re 
ti,,,:. in the absence o! a natlonal emergency, 
the total of all fedeml appropriations made 
b_; the Congress !or any fiscal year may no~ 

exceed -the .tota} of the: estimated !edeml 
revenues. !or. tha.t.· !lacal year, such ~nd­
ment- to read substantially:. as folloW"3; 

. 'l'ho ,to~111 o! all federal: appropr'..a!ioru 
mr1de l,y the Cong1·eS3 fo£.any t\=1 year 
:ma.y not exceed. the total...;0t.:tno e:;<::inuted 
ferle.rnl revenues for tlm~.fl.scal year; and 
tWs prohlbltlon extemls to.1111 fede.rn.1 ap­
proprlatlon.s and all estimated feder:'IJ re•e­
nues without exception. The President in 
submitting budgetary requests and t.he Con­
gress 1n enacting appropriation bll.!:3 sh3ll 
comply with this artlcle..:;·If tho Pres.ide:lt 
proclaiII13 ·a na tlonal emergency, sU3:;:>ending 
the requirement that the-,total o! all fed­
eral appropriations not exc&ed the tot.s.l esoi­
mated federal revenues for-a fiscal yes:. and 
two-thirds (%} or all members elec-:.ed to 
each house o! the Congress,so determine by 
Joint resolution, the ·total::-of all fede..-::1.1 ap­
propriations may exceed the .total esumatcd 
federal revenues for that fiscal year. 

- Be it further resolved; That this applica­
tion shall con.stltute a continuing a;»>lica­
tlon for such conventlo=.uncter Article V 
or the Constitution of the United States un-· 
tu the legislatures of two-thirds ( % ) or the 
several states shall have made like applica­
tions .and such conventlon-.. shall ha•e bEen 

.called and held In con!ormlty-therewi-.ll_ un-
less the Congress itself proposes such amend­
ment within the time and the.manner herein 
provided. · -_ .... ,. ·· -~')'~-;;: ... 
· . Be it further resolvlld..-'.I'bat proposal of ' 
such amendment by the .Congress e.::id its 

. submission !or ratifl.ca.tlon.; .. to. the legisla­
tures of the several states;substantially in 
the form of the article heretnabove specifi­
cally set forth •. st- any time: prior to slltj" 
(60) days after -the legislatures o! two­
thirds ( % ) ()! the severaLstates shall ha.ve 

· made appllca.tion !or such·.conventlon. shall 
render such convention unnecessary and tlle 
same shall not be heid. Otherwise, such con­
vention shall be called and.held tn conform-

;.ity with such appUcations,·£,~ . 1 

.,, ·Be it further resolved, That as thl3 ap- ' 
·.plication under Article V, .of :.tbe Co~tu-
. tton o! the United Stated .i.S ·the exerci5e o! 
a fundamental power o! the.ooverelgn .;;tates 
under the constitution o! the United s._..tes, 

. it ls request~ that receipt: or thls appllca­
tton by the Senate and the~ House or Rep­
resentatives o! the Congres3 .o! the united 
States be. officially noted and -duly ru:tered 
upon their respective records, and th.a~ the 
!ull context o! this resolution be published 
in the oftlclal publlcatlon 'of' both the So<o~te 
and the House· o! Representatives o! the 
Congress. · )~ i .. "' 

. Be 1 t further resolved. That certified cople-5 
or this Resolution be transmitted for.b.with I 
to the Senate and the House o! Representa­
tives of the Con.greM o! the United s~ · 
to each Senator and Representative in Con­
gress from th.is state, and to ea.ch house of 
the legislature and to the Secretary of State 
o! each o! the several states. 



Rous!!! CONCURREN'.l' R!:SOLUTIO:>f No. 13 

(Teirna) 
Whereas, The overwhelming endors>.>=ent 

by Cali!ornla. vo~ers of Proposition 13 has 
spurred a nationwide taxpayer's revolt 
against high taxes and excessive governn;ent 
spending; and · 

Wheretl.S, Wh!le numerous loca.l gOV"ern• 
ments and states, lnclttdlng-Texas, are sin­
cerely responding to citizen demands !or tax 
Umitatlons coupled with respolli!lble S?".::'.ld-
1Dg, the federal government; where budget 
restraint is most needed, has reacted to the 
message o! Proposition 13 1n a halfile•arted 
and disappointing manner; and 

Wberea.s, The federal budget ls lnc:rea.sl.ng 
at an alarmlng rate, several ttmes tha; of 
lnftatlon, M seen by a HO percent in~ 
since 1970; nnd · · 

1 Whereaa, The ~edera.l gov.eniment through 
many years of dell.cit spending ha.s lnCTI!":°ect 

a na.t!onll.l debt of astronomlca.l and danger­
ou.:i proportions: the groea 11atlonal debt Is 
currently estimated to be almost $800 bil­
lion, over twlce the figui:e for l!l63 and a.bout 
40 percent o! the 1mtlon's gr0-."-S 112.tlonal 
product; and -

Whereas, Statutorlly imposed "permanent~ 
debt ceilings, repeatedly ral3ed by Congress, 
have proved to be no lmpecl!ment to the 
mon.strou.:< growth of the natlon:i.l debt; tht~ 
disgraceful legacy for future generations lrns 
swollen by $177 billion over the past three 
years and has fostered an inte:est pa:nnent 
of 1$50 billion for this year; and 

Whereas, Persistent deficit financing ts a 
major factor contributing to income-robbing 

- 1nftatlon, high Interest rates, nnd im un­
stable, unpredictable economy, and results 
in the funding of government programs or 
questionable benefit and neecl; nnd · 

Whereas. Texas' enviable financial posit~on 
among state governments ls largely due to 
lts "pay-as-you-go" constitutional provision 
restricting deficit spending by the lezl.s!a­
ture; and 

\Vherea3, During the 1977 regular session;:_ 
this legislature adopted House Concurrent · 
Resolution No. 31 memorializing cong:-esa to· 
initiate a constitutional amendment that 
would similarly prevent deficit spendl=:g and 
therefore halt the growth of the na.tlona.l 
debt, the greatest threat to this nation'& 
future well-being; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives 
or the Stnte of Texas, the Senate concurring. 
That the 65th Legtsla.ture, 2nd Called Session, · 
hereby reaffirm the provisions of House Con­
current Resolution No. 31 calling tor an 
amendment to the United States Co:istitu­
tlon requtring a balanced annual federal 
budget and hereby request the Texas con­
gressional delegation to sponsor this vital 
amendment; and, be lt further -

Resolved, That this amendment require 
the achievement of a balanced budget w'ithin 
a reasonable period after ndoptlon a.ud e3-
tabllsh a .proced1tre for amortizing the na­
ti.onal debt; and, be it further 

Resoived, That the Governor of Texas be 
hereby requested to actively seek the spon­
sorship or the amendment by the Texas con­
gressional delegation and to use the finan­
cial resources of his office to promote sup• .. 
port for the amendment; and. be it further 

Resolved, That the governo!', lieutenant 
governor, and speaker of the house be hereby 
requested to contact government leaders ot 
other states to solicit and encourage sup­
port tor the. ame.ndment; and, be it further 

R<>se>lved, That the lieutenant governor 
and speaker of the house be authorized to 
designate separate or joint committees or. 
indlv!dual legislators to represent them and 
the state in this endeavor and that rei;son­
abe expenses incurred by them or tbelr 
deslgnees ln efforts to initlate the amend­
ment be paid !rom the conti11gent expense 
fund o! the appropriate house; and, be it 
!urther 

P...esolved, That official copies of this re;;o­
lution be prepared and forwarded to the 
President o! the United States, to the Presi· 
<!ent o! the Senate and the Speaker of the 
Rouse of Representatives of the Unitoo 
States Congress, and to all members or the 
Texas dPlt>gatlon to the congress with the­
request that this resolution be officially en­
tered in the Congressional Re<:ord as a. 
memorial to the Congre$s or the United 
States ot Amertca. 



··_;{ ~=~ r f! ... ~; .. :~ : : :-:1r·: 

"
1.'. ' !; ... p · \·~· t.L t ' :i.,· L r: ~' ~~:.: ~. ~: t!·!--

:-.,· 1,.' ~· : " t :· .: ;: l ·_· .. ll '.:'"· I"·~ ,.:,. . ;: i.y }tJ r~ · Ii~ l~, 1::. 

•• ._ >, ' J.,t i ~iC· ~·- ;:o . . ,~\' 1. :. ~:t r1.~)(<.~1 .~~> "' ·;c.·:,,, ~ 

;:.vaU:\'.1>· n: · ";::.~ ·;;. ~·1.. 1 tl . • \~. t!, 1: p~1:,t; :: L!"' !! 
H •, '.': r •;('t't<·. i • :t ,j~·(.·;.l; c:· ?:1 ! t ~·· 1 ,·.; ·, 1 <{i'J:~'~!' :-..· 

t : 1 ·~
0

1 ~:'l ~ \ ~~:.r ~: :~ , ·. ~; ~~ 1i-~,;· ; ~ ~.;,:,-r.1 '. : ): .t ~ : ;· - ~ ~~: ~ ~;,. ! ~ ~ ~ :~._1:~ \~: ~: :i~~· ~. 
!: ; :lLt~1 :. ~. ; -: ,_._ !d r: .. 1·_! !r _._t.,'.;H~-. ... . •:.:·l ~·.;.!':·: lt·· 

:r;.; 1>1 .'. ; • .. ·;!•·:;; ; ;f : !::" fc:~, ·;: .. j ~.1 .. ': i;·i !l 'H'!~! t \ •1 

( 1~r1 .:i1 .... ;:·~ :11 :;;·q.: to t'\,? !!'';ni: r.o '°~" -;}jn.t.1;i-
: , ·t· • · i , ~ I ' ~; 

·· •s; •··~· t:;\:;, ' 1: ; '. i ~ • !- l !~ •.:- ! ·, r. ; .;:; . 1 r: ) · r · : f:t:c · 

.t• ' .: .d -.:: 1 : •:~· 1 1: : f hc•·,.'i. -.·· . ~ ;:P' c· .. ·1:Jl: ,;c,: , ~ 

\vi·.r.:-1 ;i:,· i " · 1!·· . Jt t •.! · d :!: 

"\v : .. ; · .· ·-. I• ::1,v;'if•d .·· · .: '.·: !•: ;.!. ; .•1 •' '. ."' •"'.! ' 

i d .;: - ;. .·; .i l'. • >,:: ; .- ! .d :. ~' · • '•:: ... ·1. . · .. l; •1: ;·1· ' •.•• 

..... ~· · ; \.:. · , t d .1)."fli\.i., :,·. ~1 '.· i~:;'.'; · ('.!•:' l ~ · ~ -

1-: • •• ~ ~ r• -; -.· ir• ;:-. . · .. ... ~l:.<1t .'; 1'1i''''!' .: 1;·· 
•· ;; ~·1·d ; :-~ h -. :· · t :_ • · .! ,, ... -.·: ~;: ~-~ ._·n: ll:f· J <.:· 

· -.\ ~ ·.: ·1 ::.· 1,1·! L<- ·.;~1" 1 !1i•' ~!:-- ··d Jr :····,~J·.!j .>! ·· 

·, , j :j ". ~ ~\ !, I !1;~ ! t· (--!' ;.d 1{ .. ;; ;, ;!:i d i!lt: :: 1~) : . i,~ 1,: ; 

· .. LI:'!~ r._ .. :: : t·: t~:r·rt.! 1· •. ·~•:. c::.:;ri:t: <•.:•.: t :. 1 • 

:·r:· :• ' 1 ~.- rhr:" .!. : iu w fnc:\i1t~ .i-: r 1~:lth.·!. i., :., , •. 
l I, !i~' , •: f; i • \ i:· I j t 1' :~ri :\ ·• ... i<' i.·11 •II 

" 1 ! ~ '1!~ \;! ; .,\: : . d 1 1 ·~,; :; d n: t~ r;•••.:-: . .r l '- i,: l,1,; 

:'.:1..: : .- ~, · ;\: ( ~ · - · ;. : n1' J ~(:, .. _ ~ :··: ! t•1 r1 -.:. : •· 1. -. ... 

" \\ 1;1:. '. \ i.!l~(~ .- f' t- ~· ~;: ;:• \' \d (: ,. \..' f i . : 

l lli i<d: L : 'ltf· l,::! ::~-:{ ;~·- ~ t:·::, :-iu:'l :( !li: •·!,( · 

l:;.P f, ·1 1 r; "' c, ,::· .. :u.n·.i···!; ::i=tt );,• p;1 }p1.--;h:l . 1:-

1.1 . · · (', , •;'Tl:.->., · ·, ?°;t-li.~",1. ; ';. .. \.1-tl\:rd:-. 11 };, }:! 

;1 <-;1. ~ ~ <.: ... :.· 1 ~ z: n· :~·r· .. . ;1,:-y ;li H •. i. C•:1 1! .1 : -.q -1.:.­
";111 P 1 1 .,:· '.;~C ! .· i.~ -.bl! ?:·;,.~"\ .;.! f'.1.~J- 1.)1 '. : · ~1 · ~ 1: · 

'-!:·~ !'·• ·~ t-1af :-..1.1:• ~ •. lLt) C~·t· n :·.:-. ... ! .. lil t·a;: ; 
;·._,fl:.~ lT· :: 11 .•; : : ... l c::•n'.1.:1::..'.~: .. n ~c:;r t ! n.' :"'><il~· J ·~; i ­

JV:~f: t·f p :•:;1c,• .ti::; f:.1!lJ!~ ( t1:~1.· n·.) "'-hi · ii ;,c . t! ·~' : 

' ~ I : ' 1 T .1 ·;.:. i .. :; 1, t H ri:· l!C · r.' ! ~ ; . ·.- ;_ ; . .. 1 
'· ...... ; . L~-..- ;·t•ft1tf", h~: .t ,1:~.1 • >.t·Cl l,, ·; ! lH: i} :1- d 

1.1··.•.;_.l,) i q· t · (•( !;.r~ ~- ;r;,•<.: 1. : t.Jr: ll.: ;f!;\ ~ t t1 ·· 
l'' <!! ~ f r·--. f•f tiH: C. :~.tv 1~ !:-) ·:1. · ":i >: P"' q·, ·t·~~.t·U 
[;1 :!1- ··. :t1; l. t· lJl'f l('t:'d'. : rt':-1 ti, .~t' t•.l :i. J.,\·\V ~1 :·t ~•": t: 

t ' > 1:1\ .. ('11?1 .~ ~! 1 li. H·1~ oft !·:~ l .'~·.;r .. c1 ~~ r : \!t.l-, li i.'. t.! 

\' I J: i• j i.Ui! :tl': : l fi;jl J:t l!t "() ~ . .i 1 t~ . • . '. .. • !'Ll1 :--· ',t: ~· .., 

a ; 1 •~::1f:nd:!'"l:t. t,Q t lh.: C(~=·· '.\ \ ul !CJ:i u! · L" 
t: ;!1.:•d ~~1:·1.:_ ._ .. ~ l't:fl1.llt!::g-, Jtl t h•! ;;,h ."-:1.' :lr.~ {·-1 a. 
·,,~!' : : •l ' .d t·:iv.- rgt·11r·y, t :.:~~, ?.; :e -:._ ,,1 .!..1 ,,f n.!! 

. ; : ·; ; ~ 

.t r'· ·., 
I L 

. : ~. 
, 1 .. 

" 

o I :.~ 

.... t • . • 
· 1; i ,· _ ' .. :: ·· · .. · 

~: ! ' ~' . ·' 

~ ) • I ' 

;---~ :: /' i, :. -: 

! i. ~ • ! ' .. ~ ,•. : f... t j 

\' r · :, . !" : ,-, • :i .'·· ·t 

. .. ~ l' 

; ·1,-·: 

-; <. l ~ ! .j•.J.: ••. • \ >, L 

r ' -. 

~ . • I ~ l ; : ' • >"':'I I : • i • .i- ... 1 · : . "..:-.'.1 '-

·~ : :.;· ~~ ,-; ' ·".. . f•;· ._..;.t;_~ l..L , ' .'.\·­

:. ,·, ; : ;:.• !; : , . .• .;.' :: c1 I i 1::·.(;· 
~:.,:: :-> ;t ;l :·:t :•:~~"-'-le-::,;• I. · . ._.. 

" ' . (.' ';. 

t ..... . , .. _ 

( , · , _ 

• f i ' 

., 
: ~ . : : ·-~ .. ·; .~ · 1.')~· :...:.-.: t . :\ : . ! 

'• 

..... , .. 

' :·· 

·:1 ' .:· · ' 

' :. t :· .. '.; ·, -~: . ~ 

·;.'.; 1 

.·-> I 

... {• 

~ •. i i. ... ~ 
~ j·. ·- ~\ • •• ~: · . • • 

: , ~ . i ;,• ~ ~ t''. 

; ~ •• ~ : ~ t_' • • • I •• t • 

"' l .. ;. 1; -. l 
• .> ~:.· ! . : ! . " 

. ~ ... ( ': 

. !~ . i ' • . ~ .·. 

- .· ~ • a~: r- ! -· . ...... 

··. t '.;.' · i· 
l ! ~ .. :_· 

-~ . ·.n: ~ 

;•:.i 1. : .. .. ··= ·i 

· .. i :" ·.;u:. ­
> = ::.,..--: :, ., :·, :t.:' 

.... :,, :t :. ~_, Gil'~ ·.J 

. . ; .")_:_ ·1 ·_~ 

. : ri~ ~\: . 

: .. •1! ' : ; .·: ··-.•iC ?C 7l -:.:. ~: ! '.:: "."' t-··.>:: ~_. .. :t• o: 
L" .~t! '. : . ... ;·1_,1: n:rr.t ..... ·i r:: ... ·• o~ t : .?. ~ :rot> . -.a1 ·1 

: ·: ·-, .:_: ::..t:-. . .- '\ :.:-~ ~· .... ,i .. . -~, ! .. c.f ... ~i c'~:~· .r ;iJC 
<. : -::·.e.-·;1": :.. l ~-:1; ~ · '.! ... , 1 !.~ · . ,: ,;,. · _. ... , ... ~1~ . -

·;.:: ... H ..... >_:-; . -.t •. 



SEN,,n; JorNT HE;:>OLL"Ttos No. 36 

(Virginia) 
._Vhereas. v.ith each P"-"->ing year th!o; ='a­

t!on becomes more deeply in debt ns tts ex­
penditures gro'>Sly and reP"atedly cxc<:ed 
e.•ailabl& revenues. so that th& public deb~ 1

1 
now eicceeds hundreds or billions of dollars; 
=d . 

Whereas, the antiual Fe<lernl budget con- \ 
tinua!ly demon.-;.tr ... ~s nu unw!lliugness or · 
i:ill'l>illty o! both the le<0'1sl.ative and execu­
tive branches of the r'ederal goverm~lent to 
cur~il spendil1g to co1li0rn1 to t:.\"ailable 
rev·euues; and .. 

\\l:ereas, unified budi;els do not ~:Iect ac­
hml spendlnr; be-cause of the exch.1<oio11 or 
i;pe<:ial outlays which are no'., included i_n 
the budt;et nor subject to the legal publlc 
de1>t limit; and 

V.l.1~reas, kno~·ledgeable pla1ming. fiscal 
pn:.dence, and plalu good se~e requlre that 
the bUd!;et refiect all l;'edernl spending and 
be in balance; and -

Whereas, believing that fiscal lrrespons!­
·uilit,- at tlle federal level, '\Vith the inflation 
v.-hich l'esults from this policy, ls tne great­
es"O Oueat which faces our l\-auon. -we firmly 
be-tieve that constitutional restraint is neces­
rory to bring the fiscal di!'Cipline nel'<ied to 
restore financial responsibility; and 

Whereas, under Article V of the Constitu­
tion o! tl1e United St.ates. amendments to 
the t"edei:al Constitution may be prop<ised by 
t.he Congress whenever t-,vo-thlrds of botll 
Houses deem 1t nece<>...«ary, or on u1e applica­
tion ot tbe legislatures of t»o-thirds of the 
re\-eral states the Congress shall cnll a. con­
stitttt.lonal convention ·for the pu~pose of 
proposing amendments; nncl 

Whereas, we believe si.ich ?~tlon vital; 
now, therefore, be it 

R.esol'Ced by t1ie Senate of Virginia, t11e 
1Iouse of Delegates co1w1uTi12g, That the 
Ger.era! Assembly o! V~rglni:i. proJX)ses to the 
Congress of the Unlted Stat.es that pr~e­
du.res be fnstltute<l 1n the Congress to add a 
new Article to the Consti t.cttion of the United 
St.'1.tes, and, that this Body hereby requests 
i.lle Congress to prepare aud submlt to the 
sew::-al states an runend::nent to the Con­
Ftit.utiou of the United States, requiring in 
the absence of ll. national emergency that the 
wt.al or all Federal approp-riaUons made by 
tllei Congress for any fiscal year may not 
exceed the total 01'. all es;;imated Federal 
re\·e!lues !or that flscal yea.r; and, be it 

Re~ott:ea further, That, alternatively, this 
Dody makes application :ind requests that 
the Congress of the Uru:..ed States call a 
constitutional convention for the specific 
and .c~cluslve purpose o! proposing an 
amendment to the Federal Comtituion re• 
quiring fn the absence of a national emer­
gecncy that the total of all Federal appropria­
tions IDRde by tlle Congress for any fiscal . 
;re:i.r n1:i.y not exceed tlle total of all est!- . 
mated t'ederal revenues for that fiscal ·year; i 
and, he it - \ 

R.i!solt·ed furtliet, That this Body a.lso pro~ , 
. poses that the legislature of ench of the 

e.everal states comprising the United States 
apply t-0 the Congress l·equesting the enact­
ment of an appr-oprlaU! amend.rnent. to the 
Federal Constitution; or requiril)g the Con­
.grEss to c.i.11 a constitutional con.-cntlon for 
proposing such llll amenillnent to the Fed­
eml Constitution; and, be it 

.Resolved finally, Tilat copies of this reso­
lution be presented forth7:ith t-0 the Pres!­
tlent of the Senate and the Speaker of the 
Hou;;e of Representative!", to each o! the 
&nators and Representatl'O'es from Virginia 
and to the legislatures of each or the several 
f<tate<!, attesting the adoption of this resolu­
tion. 
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E:sRot.LED JOINT RESOLvTtoN No. 1 

(Wyoming-) 
A joint resr:ilntion requesting approprb.te 

:actioa by the Congress. on !ts own l:>y consent 
or t\\'O-thirds of both Houses or on the ap­
p:ica :ion o! the lcp,-lslatures of two-thirds of 
th~ sevcr~:.l st--'llcst to propose au an:enchuent 
to tLe F,:,c!crnl Constitution to requ!re tl1r,t 
the to~~tl or 1).11 Fctleral appr<:priatlons may I 
not eY.ceed the total of nil esti!natcd Federal 
revenues In any 1lscal ycnr. with certain 
exceptton.s. 

"\<;hereas, with each passing year this Na­
tion becomes more de<'ply In debt as its ex­
per.d.i: u..~ E=''""'IY llll<l repeatedly ei,:ceea. 
<Wai!able ::-e-t"~nnes so that the public debt 
now ~ -:.s t•> hundreds o! billions of 
do;Ja:--s; e.z;d 

Wher-c~~", a.:;.~mpts to limit spending, In- 1 
ell:dn,£ ir.:.;:v"-ll<ln1ent of !unds by the Pn·si.-: 
der.:. o: :.l:;e t:!nite<f States, ha.>e result-ed in 
s~ren-...lO:..!S a...x-.ertions that the respou.slbiHt:,r 
for a;;,-,:<:•9r.:;..::!c,n;; ls the. constitutional duty 
or tbe e;:.,-,§'.:"·ess; and 

\Vhe:-~<;. o.he annual Federal budget re­
pea :ee:;; C.E~o1istra.tes the unwillingness or 
hlAM:.::y of botJi. the legislative and execut1ve 
brane~ ct ~e Federal goverrunent to cur-. 
tail s~nC.:J:.g to contoI'IIl to available te\·e- 1 

nues: s:nd 
V."he-~-5, >he unified budget does not re­

t!e<!~ :;.::-.ual i;pendiDg beea.use of the exclu­
sion ot spe~I outlays which are not ln• 
duded ::i t.~ budget nor subject to the legal 
public cl€"b\: 1lmit; and 

\<;"!:£~, tile U.S. News and World Re;xirt 
rep0:-1~ on February 25, 1974, th;!,t or these 
non~:n::::;e:"'-:-r out.lays Jn the amount of $15,-
600,0\.XI 000.(•-.:'.1, the 1mm o! $12,900,000,000.00 
repre<'e~ts !trnding o! essentla.tly private 
agend-es w~...ich provide special sen-iees to the 
Fede:-s.l ~ment; and 

V.-'h€~~. k!lmvledgea.ble planning and fis­
cal p~l'.:'e re-c1uire th.at the budget re:Je-ct 
nil F~.:-?.l t<pending and that the budget b-e 
ln ba.!a..~e; and 

Whe:-e2;t_ bel1eving that fiseal irresponsl· 
b!lity ~t the Federnt level, with the illf'..a­
tion \'<hi~ 1\"SUlts from tills potlcy, Is the 
greate:o-<: th!"eat which faces our Nation. we 
firmly behe~e that constitutional restraint 
ls n~ary to bring the fiscal disciplines 
neeee'.:l. to :reverse this trend; and 
\\~, nnder Article V o! the cousti­

tutio::: of -::b.e United States. amendments 
to the Fede-al Constitution may be proposed ' 
by the Co~ss whenever two-third:; o! both 
Hot= de-e:::-1 1t necessary, or on the appllca­
tion c-! the legislatures o! two-third,; of the 
serera! ~a~.es the Congress l!hall call a consti­
tutto=l con>en.tlon !or \he purpose of pro· 
p05l.!:i; a=dments; 

Nmi:-, t!le:'t':!ore bl!> it re-solved by the le-gis- . 
l:ntn~ of t!:::e State of Wyoming, a majority 1 

o! a!! !!"!=bers o! the two Houses, voting 
seps=~el:, coneurrlng herein: 

.S€-C".~on l. That procedures be instit~1ted 
In t!:e Co!'..;:;:ress to add a new Article XJ,..vII 
to the Cocstltut!on of the United States, 
and t::zt Co!lgress prepare nnd submit to 
the ~era? rtates an amendment to the Con­
st1tu~~n ~ the United States, requiring in 
the a"bs"enre c:l' n nati;,nal emergency that the 
total c! a!l Federal appropria~lons made by 
the O:m~ for any fiscal year may not ei.· 
ceed tb.e t<-t<tl of the estimated Federal reve• 
nue:;o, e-xetuding any revenues derived from 
bo!:"T()'tjng-. for that fi~l year; or 

Sec::!<Xl 2. That the Congress o! the United 
States call a oonstltutional convention for 
the ~ifi.:: .o.nd excl.usive purpo~e or pro­
posing- Slli'h an amendment to the Federal 
Const.t~mlon, to be a new Artlcle xxvn. 

&-c~ion 3. Tbat the legislittures of each 
o: t.b'? "'"~l states comprising the United , 
Stat~ appiy to the Congress requiring it to i 
call a con,,..;tut!onel convention for propos­
in~ si:><::b a::l :a..niendment to the Federal Con­
stin::~Ln. to be a new Article XXVI!. 
S~ion ~. That the propo•ed new Article 

XX'l.TI ; or -..hatever numeral may then be 
11pp~r.a;ei read imbstant.lally as follows: 

1'1-:0POSl':D ARTICLE XXVlI 

---r::.e o:c~~ of all Federal appropdatious 
n::.;:d<;; c}' t.::"' Congress for 11.ny fiscal year may 
:..:o~ E'x.:..E-,;d ~:::e total of the e:sti111ated Fed.: 
e::,~l =~;-t?:::;.·...:..~s for that fiscal ye~r, cxclucUng 

:<.:-::~:..:~:""' l:erived from bonowlng: and 
~ .. ,..__ _ _;::_.:: .. ,:.~~:~~-~1 cxten~~ to all ~··cch.~r3l ap ... 
,..~·, .. _ .. , .. , .... a all e.,bmated .fccter"l re\·­
e:::.-;.~e.:. e.xc:::dl11g any r-evenue.s deri\•ed fro!n 
bon•Y"'·:.::g. The President in submlttin"'· 
bud;-=:.;;.ry ~<.quests and the Congress 1~ 
e!:o.·:t:;·.;; :.pprnpriatlons bill shall com-

ply with this Article. Ir the President 
proclaims a .o.atlou.al e1.n;:rg•mcv. suspend­
ing the requ1reme;1t th;:J.t u{e total of 
all Federal a.pproprlat!ons not exceed thr­
totaI estimated FedC'ral reTenues !or a ficcal ' 
~e2r, e;:c! uding any reven nes derived froin 
oorrowmg, and two-thirds or all »Icm!Jer,. 
e:ected to each House o! the Coug;ess con.­
cur by J<iint Resolution,. the total of i,;: 
F_ec;eral appropriations lll3.:f exceed tl1e total 
est=ted Federal revenues for that fiscal 
year." · 

Seetlon 5. That copies of this Re.solution 0,. 
transmitted to the President of the United 
Scates, the chairmen of tl.!e Judiciary Com­
rr.ittees o! both the Seru;.te and House of 
P.epresentatlvcs, the cha!rmau o! tbe J'oiut 
Committee on Budget Control o! the con­
gress and to eaeh member o! the Wyomhw 
Congress!ona.l delegation. 0 

. Section 6. TJ:!at copies of this Joint ResoJu­
t:on be transmitted to the Secretary i;f 
s_7te a:nd to the p!esiding officer;; of both 
Euuses . ot t11e Leg1srat=e or each of tl~e 
o.ther States 1.n the. Union. With the request 
tnat lt oo circulated a.mong leaders in th, 
uecut!\·e ao.d Legislative branches of th~ 
several State government:;; and with the 
f=tl1er re9-uest that each o! the other States" 
ln the Umon Join In requiring the Congres.~ 
of the United States to call a constitutional 
convention !or the purpose of !nitiatin" ·a 
P~posal to amend the O:i=titutfon of the 
Uruted States In substantially the form pro­
posed In this Jo.int R~ution. 


