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THE. WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 3 1 1983 

NOTE EOR CRAIG L. FULLER 
) 

FROM: ADELE 

RE: EPA Issue Ale,rts on Super fund 

As requested, attached are EPA memoranda specifically on 
Superfund, and some that merely make a reference to it. 
On the latter ones, I have marked the portion of the memo 
where Superfund is mentioned. Among the memoranda is one 
concerning the VULCANUS incinerator ship, which I mentioned 
to you this morning. · 

The ' Issue Alerts are as follows: 

CA STAFFING MEMO 

068958CA 5/11/82 

068969CA -- 5/19/82 

DATE AND SUBJECT OF :EPA MEMO 

May 10: Guidelines for Using 
Superfund Enforcement Authorities. 
·[Note: Please note date and 
and signature.J 

May 11: Guidelines for Using 
Superfund Enforcement }\uthoriti es. 
(Note: .Same · memo as one above 
but with different date and 
Gorsuch's signature.] 

.~ 
1

~ . May 13: EPA Weekly Report 
(re dioxin in Missour) FYI 

077301CA -- 6/14/82 ,1: June 9: Miami Drum S~rvices, 

077349CA -- 7/1/82 

077368CA - - 7/9/82 

n/a 

i ' :·· 

. l· .' .. 
·i 

,·. 
~. : ' 

Miami, Florida 

~Tune 16: Chemical Waste Disposal 
by Incinerator Ship fVULCANUS] 

July 7: EPA Weekly Re port 
See first item: ~superfund Contracts 
f or Freehold, New Jersey Landfills" 

i 
September 28: Note from Rita 
Lavelle; subject: Pre~s Conference 
Briefing. See · last pAge entitled 
II C'••t.-."~.c~ ... ..,. ~ '' 

,_-., .. 



I .· 

077543CA -- 10/18/82 

[OPD SM -- 12/29/82) 

077688CA -- 1/3/83 

07707CA -- 1/7/83 

Whew! 

2 

October 11: EPA Weekly Report 
See second item: "Cong. Dingell 
Criticizes Administration 
Enforcement Record." [Superfund 
mentioned on page 2.J 

[December 21: Memo from Martin L. 
Smith to Harper re Hazardous 
Wastes; "EPA Environmental News" 
and Gorsuch Statement re release 
of a national priority list of 
hazardous waste sites. 

December 20, 1982: EPA Weekly 
Alert. See page 2, item 3, 
"PCBs in the Hudson River." 

January 4, 1983: "EPA ACTION 
ITEM" re Procurement Under 
Assistance Agreements Regulation 
-- Final Rule Effective for all 
Agency Grant Programs. 

I apologize for the delay in getting the report to you. Hope 
it's of some use to you. 

Attachments 

',· 

I \ 

I . 



UNITED STATES ENViRONMENTAL Phv • L'- 1 11..... , . 

WASHINGTON, D.C. Z0460 

MAY I 0 1982 
OFFICE OF 

EPA ACTION ITEM POLICY AND RESOURCE: MANAGEMENT 

TO: Craig L. Fuller NON-CONTROVERSIAL 
Assistant to the President 

for Cabinet Affairs 

SUBJECT: Guidelines for Using Superfund Enforcement 
Authorities 

Background 

Section 106 of the Comprehensive Environmental Response 
Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) required EPA to 
establish and publish guidelines for using the imminent hazard, 
enfo~cement, and emergency response authorities of Superfund 
and other statutes. 

ImEortance 

CERCLA established a June 1981 publication date for these 
guidelines. Under a consolidated suit brought by EDF, Inc., 
New Jersey, et. al., and the State of Connecticut against 
Anne M. Gorsuch, EPA, David Stockman and OMB, the u.s. District 
Court for the bistrict of Columbia issued a mandatory injunction 
requiring the EPA to issue the Section 106(c) guidelines by 
May 13, 1982. These guidelines satisfy that order. 

C.:urrent Status 

I plan to sign these guidelines by May 13, 1982. 

OMB Position 

OMB has reviewed these guidelines. and is expected to concur. 
' ' 

Expected Reaction 

It is uncertain whether further litigation will result, 
Original parties to the suit will like~y appreciate the policy 
neutrality of the guidelines. Numerous suggestions advanced by 
the Chemical Manufacturers Association have not been incor­
porated--CMA will be opposed, but is ~nlikely to sue. 

Joip\,'•&'. \~a~ilon; ~,' 
Ac'ting Associate Administrator 



l HE WHITE h0u ~L. •· • 
WASHINGTON 

CARIN.ET AFFAIRS STAFi<~ING MEMORANDUM 

DATE:_~5_;1_1_1_s_2_~ NUMBER: __ o_6_8_95_8~CA __ _ DUE BY: 
------~ 

SUBJECT: EPJ\ Infonnation It.erns 
--------~-----------··-~-~·J-------·~----

~-~--~-~--~------------·~-·-----

.. 

ACTION FYJ ACTION FYI 

ALL CABINET MEMBERS D D Baker 0 0 

Vice President D 0 Deaver 0 0 
State 0 0 Clark 0 0 
Treasury D D <!Jarman (l'bt H'!"! ~z'!f'ft!Jlb Ci::r 0 
Defense D D a~---
Attorney General D D Harper 0 
Interior 0 0 Jenkins 0 0 
Agricult.ure 0 D Gray 0 0 
Commerce D 0 
Labor D 0 0 0 
HHS D 0 0 0 
HUD 0 0 D 0 Transportation D 0 

0 Energy D 0 0 
Education 0 0 .,,.- 0 0 
Counsellor D · Ef D 0 OJ\1B 0 [l' 

. 
CIA 0 D 
UN D 

...... -. -... -· ................................................................. -... -........ ..... ........ 
D ' 

USTH · 0 0 CCCT/Kass 
·····-- ···· ···· ···---······ --·-- ················---·············· ···· ····· --·---·· ············· .CC EA/Porter 

CEA 
CEQ 
OSTP 

REJ\1ARKS: 

RETVRN TO: 

0 0 CCFA!Boggs 
0 0 CCHR/Carlcson 
D D CCLP /Uh lmann 0 D 
o · 0 C'..CNRE/Boggs 

Attached are two j terns i1of information fran EPA: 
1) Use Authorization t:or Polychlori.ncit~ed Biphcnyls ;, (PCB' s) 

in Electrical Eguiprent · 
2) Guide lines for Ugi.pg Super fund blforcemmt l\uthori tl es 

D Craig L. Fuller 
Assistant to the President 
for Cabinet Affairs 
456-2823 

,.· 

./ 

o./fiecky Norton Dunlop 
Director, Office of 
Cabinet Affairs 
456-2800 

0 0 

D 0 

0 0 

0 D 
0 0 

D g/ 



/ 
.r 

... . -; . . . 
/.f 17"kC4IM ettJ r 2-

CABINET AFFAIRS STAFFING 

DATE:~5~/~1~9~/_82~· ~- NUMBER: __,0=--=6=-=8'-"-9-=-..6 ~9 C=A-=---~-

5UtlJt.Ll: i:;nv1ronmental Protection AS112£Y Reports 

. l.':;.~.Qµ- .. !l'J! I 
' 

ALL CABINET MEMBERS 0 D Baker 

Vice President D 0 Den er 
State 0 0 Dark 
Treason D 0 Darman (For WHStaffing) Defense' 0 D 

Harper Attorney General 0 0 
Interior 0 D Jenkins 
Agriculture 0 0 Gray Commerce 0 D 
Labor D 0 
HHS 

' IJ D 
HUD ; D 0 
Transportation 0 D 
Energy D D 
Education D ~ Counsellor D 
OMB 0 ~ 
CIA Ci .. o 

. ~ .. - ..... 
IJ.\.J.l.J.\Jl ~ .I. J..I. 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
~ 0 
0 ~ 
0 ~ 
0 ~ 
D 0 

0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 D 
D 0 

UN 0 0 
............................................... ........................................................ 

USTR 0 0 CCCT/Kass D 0 
I CCEA/Porter D 0 ····-·············---···.···········-··---................... ........................................ 

CEA D o,.. CCFA/Boggs D 0 
CEQ 0 9' CCHR/Carleson D 0 ·osrr . D _;- .· , 0 CCLP /Uhlmann 0 0 '1 ; 

0 !J 
D 0 CCNRE!Boggs 0 0 

RE~1ARKS: Attached are the following reports from EPA: 
l) :e.t:.ema"QJJfacture Nati fi.cati.on ..Exempb on-~-E.INA.L.-RULE 
2J Gl1 Ca dillac Sevi 1] e....Recal.l Dr.0.e.r · 

. 3) ProposPn Ri:>rp1l '"'.ti dns fo.;r !leal Pro~rt}' :ocq.uisit.io.D and Relncati OJ 

~s.s.J.s. t .a>Lce , 
4...L.fulide.lines for .Ils i,bg .Super fund En forcewent ..Ant:.l.lori..t.i.e.s 
5} week.J.Y. - .E~C21;'.t ... 2/.l~/?2 ,. 

. RETURN TO: 0 Craig L. Fuller VBecky Norton Dunlop 
Acdcto:1nt tn tl..1> l> .. oeoidont n; .... ,. ....... f"\ffl..,,,. ,.f 

n. 
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UNITED STATES ENV·IRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
" " WASHINGTON. D.C. 20460 

MAY 11 1982 

EPA ACTION ITEM THE ADMIN1$TRAT0~ 

TO: Craig L. Fuller NON-CONTROVERSIAL 
Assistant to the President 1 

I 
!· 

' 
for Cabinet Affairs 

'"': 

Guidelines for U~ing Superfun~ . Enforcement 
Authorities ,,; ; i, 

SUBJECT: 

Background 

Section 106 of the Comprehensive Environmental Response 
Compen~ation and Liability Act (CERCLA) required EPA to 
establish and publish guidelines for using the imminent hazard, 
enforcement, and emergency response authorities of Superfund 
and other statutes. 

Importance 

CERCLA established a June 1981 publication date for these 
guidelines. Under a consolidated suit b~ought by EDP, Inc., 
New Jersey, et. al., and the State of Connecticut a9ainst 
Anne M. Gorsuch, EPA, David Stockman and OMB, the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Columbia issued~ a mandatory injunction 
re~ui~ing the EPA to issue the Section i06(c} gui4elines by 
May 13, 1982. These guidelines satisfy t:pat order'. 

\" 

Current Status 

I .plan to sign these g~idelines by May 13, 1982. 

OMB Position 

OMB has reviewed 

Expected Reaction 

:" 

~ 

these~, guidelines 
;-, .t. 

... ~~ .. ' 
·1 

ah,d is ~Pe.cted 
". ~ 

• ~I 

to concur. 

I~ is uncertain whe~he~ further iiti~ation will result. 
Original parties to the sui~ will likely appreciate the policy 
netitraiity of the guidelin~d. Numerous ~uggestions advanced by 
the · Chemical Manufacturers Association have not been incor­
porated-:-CMA will be opposed, b is Jn1··ely to sue • 

. l • f . . 

.. · 



WASHINGTON, o_c_ 20460 

O(FICf. OF 
TH£ Al1"11Nl'.!i"J'H.AT01-< 

EPA WEEKLY REPORT 5/13/82 

To; Craig Fuller 
Assistant to the President 

EnvironnentaJ.. Waste Renoval. Inc. 

Environmental Waste Removal Inc., one of the largest operators 
of hazardous waste transfer and storage facilities in New England, 
operates a hazardous waste site in Waterbury, Connecticut. In the 
surrrner of 1981, EPA fined this company $25,000 for RCRA violations. 
The company continued to violate RCRA regulations so EPA in Boston 
referred the case to the l:Spartment of Justice on April 20, 1982. 

An EPA employee> acting as. a private citizen held a press con­
ference which drew attention to what heretofore had been a quietly con­
ducted EPA enforcement action;- Congressional and citizen interest 
is now very high. I plan to be in lbston, May 2-4, on other business 
anJ expect t~ dca:i. with the press on this iss"!le' 1at that t1me. 

Construction Grants Revised R~ations · 

'Ihe revised Construction Grants Regulations were published May 12. 
'Jhe revised rules reflect the amendments to Title II of the Clean Water 
Act signed by the President~ · 'Ibe revisions reduce the complexity of the 
regulations and give State and .local government more flexibility in 
administering the program. .' 

Congressional corrrnittee members have been briefed and were generally 
satisfied with the proposed revisions. 'Jhere will b~ a 30-day period for 
public cOlmlent before the regulations may become final. Anticipated 
public reaction will generally be p0sitive. 

; 



page 2 ! ' ; 

' ( 

Diox:ln Contamination ~f the Sprjj)g River in Missouri 

en March 25, 'Ihe 'state of Missouri announced that EPA laboratory 
results indicated the presence of low levels of ·'dioxin contam.1.nation 
1n fish samples from the Spring River Basin nea~· Verona, Missouri. 
The State also recorrmended against eating the ~ish from that area. 

• • > • , : . • , I • . ~ . • • . ' , , &.. , • • 

Since the State's announcement, EPA in M1ssour1 has continued 
sampling and has p1nIX>1nted approximately 12 sources of dioxin in the 
Spring River Basin. ;;In addition EPA has been meeting with the Syntex 
Gvrporation1 a company which has volunteered to help with the clean-up 
project, to develop monitoring plans. 

Public and press interest in this problem has increased in the past 
three weeks. Al though Senators Eagleton and ranrorth have publicly 
expressed their concern for this problem, the~ are not dissatisfied 
with the State's or EPA's actions so far. 

Love canal Study 

'Ille National Bureau of Standards (NBS) has completed its portion 
of the I.ove Omal Study. NBS for-warded a copy of its rep.Jrt to EPA, for 
review and release in June. Al though the contents of the repert are em- . 
bargoed u~til June, Congt"essman I.aFalce requested a meeting with NBS, 
to discuss the studyJ May 12. NBS cancelled the meeting and referred 
th~ C.Ongr"essrnan to EPA. ' 

Congressman La.Falce has been continuously interested in this report 
because Love canal is in his congressional district. 

In the event laFalce makes an issue of not being allowed to see the 
r~pot"t, EPA will respond by emphasizing the importance of evaluating the 
report as a whole, the three parts of which should not be reviewed out 
of context. 

~~ 
Anne M. Gorsuch 
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WASHINGTON 
/ .• 

/"':(':, :_./~. : ·· 
CABINET AFFAJRS STAFFING MEMORANDUM/ __ ;·~ 

/::_: · ;.~// ,/ 
DATE: June 14, 1982 NUMBER: 077301 CA 

SUBJECT: EPA Issue AJ erts 

ACTION FYI 

ALL CABINET MEMBERS 0 0 Baker 

Vice President 0 0 Deaver 
State 0 0 Clark 
Treasury 0 0 Dannan (For WH Staffing) 
Defense (J D 
Attorney General 0 0 . Harper • Interior D CJ Jenkins 
Agriculture CJ D Cribb 
Commerce 0 D 
Labor 0 0 
HHS 0 0 
HUD 0 0 
Transportation 0 Q 
Energy 0 0 

· Education 0 0 
Counsellor 0 ... ;:J .. 
OMB 0 ~ 

-·--:'·!· / ,-: /j /.-. 
l :. I I I . (... .. ,; _ 

ACTlON 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 

FYI 

D ·-

D 
0 
0 

0 
0 
~ 

0 
0 
0 
0 ri 

0 ~ 

D 
CIA · o 0 
l!N D 0 

............ .................................................................... - - .. .. • •• • • • • • .. • • .. • • • • • • • • • • h, 

USTR 0 0 . CCCT/Gunn 0 
... -·· •• -- ·. •l<· •• . - · ........ - .•••• - -· ............. ...... - - . ......... ....... ••••• 4 ••••••• • ... ........... .. - • CCEA/Porter 0 

CEA 0 g,,. CCFA/Boggs D 
CEO 0 CCHR/Carleson 0 ostP c 0 CCLP /Uhlmann 0 0 D 

0 0 CCNRE/Boggs 0 

REl\1AR.KS: Attached are several i \tems which miq.ht be of interest· An~/ 
comment should be addressed to Becky Dunlop. , 

- {1) Propose:d Co_rr.unQJl ... l.§.s_~_L§.~_ttJ,ement, Consolidated Pe_rmit Regu1ations 
.. -i.2) P:t:oposed Rule: PCBs . in Closed and Controlled Wast~ Manufacturinq 

Proce;;se_!;> : : Exclusion from Ban on PCB Marfufacturinq · -- ·· --· - ·-
--{3) .. Mi nad ty ..Jlus.i.ne..ss Entex;-p.r.ise ... P.nd._ Womens Business Enterpr~se 
: __ ( 4..) ___ S implif ied Program. Grq.nt __ Regulations 
_ __{5-)__l>roposed RevJ s 1 ~~Q.JIBEA._Implem~ntu.tion il!_ -~_s>nst~l:l_C:.t~oi: Grunts 
~--(ilL_.Ingrgan.ic Cl)gmi~uls Eff l u0nt ~11i.._c;leJ.-_iI}§._~~' ~~tnal Rule 

I .I I vn11 l"•T.-. -- 1- , - • ...,. 

0 
0 
D 
0 
0 
UY"' 
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UNITED ~.TATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

To: Craig Puller 

WASHl~KiTON. D .C. 20'160 

rPA WEEKLY REPORT 
n/9/R2 

Assistant to the President 

MIAMI DRUM SERVICES - MIAMI, FLORTDA 

THE ADMINJSTRAT0R 

"' 

EPA announced .June 4, that Sl.75 million in $uperfund_ \ 
monies will he expended to complete clean up of the Miami Drum 
Services hazardous waste site located near the Riscayne Aqui-
fer, which supplies Miami's drinking water. This site was 
~ne of three sites ranked by the Sta~e of Florida as top 
priority for Superfund action. 

Miami Drum Services, which ceased operation in Apri 1 1 'H31, 
operated a drum recycling facility in Miami for 15 years. 
Several thousand drums cont~ining industrial waste materials, 
including organic compounds, PCR's, h~avy metals, oil and 
grease, were handled at the site. 

Dade c6unty initiated clean up in January 1982, and has 
removed drums and contaminated soil. The Sl.75 million will 
he used to reimburse the County and complete excavation and 
disposal of contaminated surface materials. 

Puhlic interest has been high. Senator Paula Hawkins 
has hecn particularly concerned and has tracked progress on 
the clean up of this site. 

sincerely yours, 

_di~~ 
Anne M. Gorsuc;h 1: 

j , 



liiL.:. ,.i11 1c ti0USt:. L ' • / ' 

- ··- - ---· 
WASHINGTON .,,L/-' .··· ,..•' / " _/'" ' · 

/, L: . , . ,,-· . ( - : .-
,:;:..' .- - ,,.-·· _, . /I _.(___,· r / t :.5 .. /'" 

.CABINET AFFAIRS SrfAfllNG MEMORANDUM . ..5?-::-~~~ / 

rE: 7-1-82 NUMBER: __ 07_7_3_4_9~C_A __ 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

ALL CABINET MEMBERS 0 0 Baker D 0 
) Vice President 0 0 Deaver 0 0 

State 0 0 Oark 0 0 
·- Treasury 0 D 

Defense 0 D 
- . Attorney General 0 0 

Interior D 0 

Dannan (For WH Staffing) ~ 0 

Harper D 0 

Jenkin~ 0 0 
Agriculture D 0 
Commerce D D 

- Labor D 0 

Cribb 0 ~ 
0 0 

HHS D D 0 D 
HUD 0 0 
Transportation 0 0 
Energy 0 0 

· Education 0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
D 0 

Counsellor 0 o · 
OJ\.tB 0 0 0 

CIA •I • ~ ~ 0 
UN D 0 . 

•- • •,. • • • •• • ••• ••• ......... ••• •• 0 , ••• •• • •• ·~•., •• • •• • •• ••• • •• • .o• • •• • •• 0 •• • •• •••••• • ••• •••••f t• to .. • • • • 

: l~STR 

CEA 
CEQ 
OSTP 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

•.· 
0 

g_, 
0 
0 
0 ,· · 

·:r' 

. ·' 
lARKS: l\ttached is information on.·: 

) 

CCCT/Gunn 
CCEA/Porter 
CCFA/Boggs 
CCHR/Carleson 
CCLP /Uhlmann 
CCNRE/Boggs 

J) Inc:>r•Janic _c.hemi.Cil.Ls EffJJ.Jent' Glli de.l..iAes 1 Final Rule 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

2) Revised Consent Decree for. Alabama _~_:P~Qd_t1<;::t:_~ . Co~_poration 
3) Chemical Waste Disposal by Incine~ator Ship 

. , ' ..... •·-· . 

0 
0 

0 
0 
D 
~ 



JUN 16 1982 

:1EMORANDUM 

TO: Craig Fuller 
Assistant to the President 

SUBJECT: Chemical Waste Disposal by Incinerator Ship Moderate Significance 

Background 

EPA conducted a public hearing in Brownsville, Texas~ on Tuesday, 
May 25, regarding future permit requests to burn chemicals in the Gulf 
of Mexico aboard the hazardous waste incinerator ship, Vulcanus. At the 
meeting, a representative of the Texas Farmers Union said he had written 
the President of Mexico requesting that public hearings be held on both 
sides of the border before more permits are granted. About 60 people 
expressed concern about incineration and asked for further hearings. 
Public concern in the Brownsville area ~pparently involves misunder­
standings over the amount of hazardous wastes and the method of disposal. 
There are fears that the Gulf'Will be the main incineration site for the 
U.S., and that wastes will be dumped directly into the Gulf. There are 
pl ans, however,. for another site off the coast of Del aware. 

!, 
Another hearing was held in Mobile, Alabama, on May 26, but there 

were few participants. Public concern .in Mobile focuses on the· safety 
of shipping hazardous materials through the city and the amount of 
hazardous materials to be assembled in the Mobile area. Mobile is the 
home port of the Vulcanui. 

In December 1981, Che~iGal Waste Management, Inc.: conducted a.test 
to evaluate the feasibility of burning PCB's on board the Vulcanus 1n 
the Gulf of Mexico about 356 miles southwest of Mobile, Alabama. EPA 
feels that incineration is . safe, and that the test burn was successful t 

with 99.95% of the PCB's b~ing destroyed. Ho~ever, s1nce some of the 
samples from the test burn were destroyed, EPA is requesting a second 
test burn to ensure that the data are statistically vatid. No new 
permits have been granted, although there may be anothe~, possibly as 
early as July. 



Jmportance 

Incineration of hazardous wastes at sea is definitely a growth 
industry. The method repr~sents an effective way of completely destroying 
these wastes with minimal environmental impact, well' away from populated 
areas. Within five years, as many as six additional ships, representing 
potentially $1 billion in private investment, will be operation. This 
technology will therefore become far more visible to the public and may 

~ well be the source of additional public contrbversy. 

Current Status 
' 

No more hearings have been scheduled, and no more permits have been 
issued, although EPA has requested another test burn. 

Expected Reaction 

The White House may receive correspondence or requests for further 
hearings from the Mexican g9~ernment; from Congressmen from Texas, 
Louisiana and Florida; or from citizens in the Brownsville and Mobile 
areas. · 

know. 
If you need additional' 'inaterials on this subjec_t, please let me 

'.I 

_df£~~ 
l~ Anne M. Gorsuch A . 
'I 

,; 
l 

,)'., 

!~ r ' t 
. ,·,. J 

' I ~ 

fl 

l 

1' ... ~. 

' . 

.. 
I 
't: 

,.r 



THE WHl·TE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

.. -----------·. " 

CABINEf AFFAIRS STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 7/9/82 

ALL CABINET MEMBERS 

Vice President 
State 
Treasury 
Defense 
Attorney General 
Interior 
Agriculture 
Commerce 
Labor 
HHS 
HUD 
Transportation 
Energy 

· Education 
Counsellor 
OMB 

NUMBER=~-O~J~7~36~s-c-A~~ 

ACTION FYI 

Cl Cl Baker 

0 0 Deaver 
0 0 Clark 
0 0 
0 0 
D 0 

Dannan (For WH Staffing) 
HaJ'])er 

D Cl Jenkins 
Cl 0 
CJ 0 

Cribb 

0 D 
0 0 
0 0 
(] 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 ~ 0 

0 

ACTION 

D 
0 
0 
~ 
D 
D 
0 
D 
0 
[J 

0 
0 
Cl 

FYI 

0 
0 
D 
0 
if 
a 
a"' 
0 
0 
CJ 
0 
D 
Cl I 

I 

i CIA 0 
UN 0 0 ·····································:·········.···············································1 

.lJSTR . 0 0 

................................................................................................. 
CEA 0 ~ CE~ O · 
OS P 0 0 

D. 0 
D 0 

: : 

' 

· CCCI/Gunn 
CCEA/Porter 
CCFA/Boggs 
CCHR/Carleson 
CCLP /Uhlmann 
CCNRE/Boggs 

REMARKS: i\ttached f or your information is:, 

1) 7/7/8~ EPA Weekly Report 

Cl 

[J 

0 
CJ 
0 

0 l 

~ I 
0 :1 

~ 
Cl ·~ 

10""'"" 
i ,I 
' ·1 
IN 11. 
!f. 
i 

' 

·, 
i·' , , 
I : 

!~ 
; ~ 
. f 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D .C. 20460 

To: Craig Fuller 

EPA WEEKLY REPORT 
7/7/82 

Assistant to the President 

Superfund Contracts for Freehold, New Jersey Landfills 

THE ADMINISTRATOR 

Today, at a p~ess conference with Governo~ Keene and ConJressnan 
Rinaldo, I signed two Superfund fqreanents which tcgether am::>unt to 
S3.4 million for action on two sites, lbne Pine t.;.lndfill and Kin-Bue 
Landfill. 

The Lone Pine Landfill is an 85-acre inactive landfill frc:rn which 
chemical wastes have been found to be leakirtJ into the headwaters of 
the Manasquan River. '!he Superfund contract for this site ~ill be 
for planni~ lorq term clean up action. Public concern about this site 
has incr~ased in the past two months after EPA announced test results 
which show groundwater contamin.ation in the area. 

'n'le Kin-Bue Landfill is a 30-acre inactive landfill fran which ground­
water contamination has been detected. 'Ihe contract for this site 
includes funds for initial remedial clean up action and funds foe plan­
ning long- tenn clean up action. 

We expect favorable media resp::inse to the. signinJ of these con­
tr:-acts. 

' M.K. Ranches, Gulf County, Florida 

EPA and OOJ assert that M.K. Ranches, a large farming operation, il­
legally dredged and filled wetland areas without pr:-oper permits. IX>J, 
EPA, M.K. Ranches and the St.ate of Florida have reached tentative agree­
ment on a O:msent Order which. will settle a $30 million lawsuit against 
M. K. R;mches. IJnrler the term~ o f the Consont Order:, M. K. Ranches wi 11 
n~8tore A, 500 ac["OS of c.mdar~y1tcxi wetlands in GJlt'. County, Florida. 

This matter is conEidenH.;il because as yet the pr;esiding £l'ederal 
judge has not reviewed the order. Signature is expected at the end 
of this rrnnth. · 

this project is prot2bly , ~he la~est effort undertaken by a 
defendant as a result of a Federal action under Section 404 of. the 
Clean Water Act and the 1899 Rivers and Harbor;:> Act. Polluted runoff 

• • .. .. • • I • • , , , .-
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There has been no public or Corqressional interest in this matter 
to date. 

Love C.anal ReE_Ort - Niagara Falls, New York 

The EPA I.Dve canal Report is scheduled for public release on 
July 14 in Nia;iara Falls, New York. It is an analytical study of the 
~ssible mvenent of pollutants fran the Love canal area where chem­
ica l wastes were buried as lon;i as 30 to 40 year.s ago. Altho..gh the 
findings are confidential, you will be receiVir¥J a complete discussion 
of the report and its f indin:;Js as S<XXl as this is prepared. 

NAACP Suit 

We have just received notification frcm the Justice ~partment that 
the PQency has been sued in Federal District Court by the warren county, 
l"hrth Carolina chapter of the NAACP, foe alleged discrimination because 
a hazardous waste landfill was sited in predoninantly black Warren County. 

The landfill in question is designed to handle PCB-contaminated 
roadside dirt from t-hrth Carolina roads where illegal dumpin:J occurred 
two years ago. EPA has per.mittin:J and sitirg responsibility for .PCB 
disposal under the 'Ibxic Substances Control Act (TSCA). 

~~ess coverage and COrgressional attention are likely. 
send you additional details as these becone available. 

. I . 

Sincerely yoµrs, 

4~~ 
:,. Anne M. Gor sµch 

~.~ l ... 

We will 
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~FFICE OF THE AS~:;.;:~~ ADMINISTRATOR -
SOLID WASTE AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

WASHINGTON, DC 20460 

September 28, 1982 

MEMORANDUM . .. 
SUBJECT: Press Conference Briefing 

FROM · Rita M. Lavell_/)/'iM_ 
Assistant Admi;{:-;~:~o; 

TO Craig Fuller 
Assistant to the P~esident 

for Cabinet Af fa1rs 
The White House 1 

...Attached is the material on the North Caroli~a 

PCB-Site., dem~.1:!'.!=f.~t!.2_ns l p7
1
omised • . 

Attachment 

... 
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,• 
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nRAFT PRESS CONFERENCE RESPONSE 

question: Do you have any comment on the North C'.arolina demonstrations 

against depositing PCB-contaminated soil in Warren County, North C~rolina? 

Ans~er: Governor Hunt and his State administration are dealing with the 

problem in a responsible manner. lt would not be appropriate for me to 

complicate GoverDor Hunt's handling of this case. 

IF PRESSED 

T~e State, working with EFA regional experts, has gone to great 

lengths to provide a technologically sound repository for the contaminated 

soil which is now being trucked to the site in Warren County. There is 

no danger to t .he health of residents. 

North Carolina is one of the leading States in the nation in taking 

responsibility for handling its own hazardous wastes. We have every 

confidence in the design of the la.ndfill and in the State's ability to 

·. ' 
provide for the protection of its ovn citizens apd their environment. 

\ 

(, 
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BACKGROUND: NORTH CAROLINA PCB SITE 

Safety at the Landfill 
. 

The landf 111 for the PCB-contaminated roadside material was subject 

.. to exhaustive technical review by EPA and the State of Not"th Carolina 

to ensure that the s1 te, along '.with the proposed 'constro.c ti on and operation, 
' 

met the requirements for a chemical waste landfill. EPA issued final . ' 

approval for the' landfill on December 14, 1981 • . · 

EPA has confidence in the design of the lan~fill, which incorporates 

use of multiple liners. mechanisms for collection and removal of liquids 

if they develop in the landfill, ~nd a capping system to prevent infiltration 

of rainwater into the landfill after it is closed. 

! . 
Also, EPA is confident that the State of North Carolina has the 

~b111ty to construct and operate the landfill as it has been approved. 

EPA believes thAt the site when completed will provide for safe and 

secure disposal of the PCB contaminated roadside material. 

Most of the site not to be used for the landfill itself, about 120 

. acr~s. has been deeded to the county. Deed restrictions ensure that 

this acreage will remain $ buffer zone and that the landfill site will 

be used only for disposal of the contaminated soil and associated waste 

involved in the 1978 PCB incident. 

History of the Case 

;_ 
The North Carolina PCB Roadside Waste sites resulted from the 

deliberate discharge of over 30,000 gallons of PCB-contaminated industrial 

., 



' 

waste liquids along approximately 210.noncontiguous miles of State 

highway Ghoulder between June 1978 and AuguEt 1978. 

. 
Federal criminal actions were filed against four responsible parties 

for violations of the 'l'oxic Substances Control Act (TSCA). In June 1981, 

the four defendants were sentenced and one defendant is currently serving 

a prison sentence, two are on probation and the fourth defendant has 

appealed his conviction. 

'lbe State has filed a multimillion-dollar civil suit against the 

f our responsible parties and the comp~ny which generated the PCB-contaminated 

wastes. 

Recent Events 

High interest continues in Warren County and is unlikely to abate in 

the near future. In the last few weeks, focus has shifted to racial 

motivation for siting of landfill and away from environmental concerns. 

"Outsiders," including Love Canal protester Lois Gibbs, seem to be taking 

over fro~ the ibcal residents. The Souther~ Christian Leader~hip Conference 
I 

out of Atlanta, under the leadership of Dr. Joseph Lowery, also is 

involved. Lowery "1aS ~mong those jailed last week. Other activists 
) 

I 

include Ken Ferruccio, head of the Warren County ·Concerned Citizens 

Against PCSs, and Floyd Mc1<1ss1ck. D.C. Delegate Fauntroy was also 
· ! 

arre6ted yes t erday during demons trations and a "Nation.al March." 

So far EPA has been in the/ background, with the State taking the 
( 

.. most heat. Cordon Kenna, Region 4 Off ice of Pu'blic Affa irs (OPA), has been 

EPA's lead person and has gotten considerable exposure in the press. Gordon 

..... 



has high praise for the North Carolina information staff. EPA 

has consistently attempted to maintain a low federal profile, and the 

State has been anxious to maintain the lead. 

Editorials in Warren County and in Raleigh to date have ·been pro-

State and have criticized outside intruders, particularly Gibbs. The 

protestors, along with their attorney, visited the editors of the local 

paper to "change their editional. viewpoint... Region 4 reports that a 

change 1s highly unlikely. The protestors have visited Chapel Hill to 

"recruit" helpers, with limited success. 

Governor Hunt held a press conference Thursday (9/23) and EPA Regional 

Administrator Jeter sent him a supportive ~elegram which toms referenced 

in the press conference. The Governor held another press conference this 

morning (9/28). Three experts from thP F.PA 1"a3-ln"o1 nffin,.. ..,n..-n J'T~c-:int to 

answer chBrges 1made by William Sa?jour. an EPA headquarters employee, at a 

meeting in Warren County on Su~day (9/26), 

i 
I 

A · .. Na tiona.l March"' wc.s held yesterday and 114 people ~ere arrested, 

among them Fauntroy. 

So far around 375 people have been arrested, and the State ha& 

declaJ."ed that it will not back .down. Trucks contf.nue to roll. The 
I 

landfill is nearly one-third full. Work is proceeding ahead of schedule 

and will be completed in three weeks. 

Governor Hunt stated in his press confe,ence that extra security is 

.. costing the State $200, 000 per W:eek. 
' • 

i . 
' 
~ 



SUGGESTED "STRATEGY 

, I 

Xeep the President and EPA headquarters out of the case. 

So far, EPA Region 4 has been working wit~ the State, which has been 

taking the lead and doing well so far, taking the demo~strators' heat 

•. : ~hile keeping the transfer of contaminated &oil moving. 

North Carolina Governor Hunt has been pe~sonally involved. The pace 

of soil transfer has been increased to conclude the operation in an 

estimated four weeks instead of six. Three more weeks of work remain. 

i ,. 
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Supertund 

In December 1980, Congress passed the Comprehensive ~nviron~ental Response, 
Comf>ensation, and Liability ~ct, commonly known as Superfund. The law provides 
for a $1.6 billion trust fund to be raised over five years; 86 percent from 

\ special taxes on the chemical industry, and the remainder from general revenues. 
The money is to be used to clean up hazardous waste spills and to provide long­
term remediee at abandoned hazardous waste sites. P~ior to passage of Superfund, 
the Federal government had no authority to clean up such sites. 

Overall; Superfund has moved quickly. In August 1981, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency was delegated responsibility for carrying out the law. In the 
year since then, EPA has designated 160 priority sites for superfund action. 
The list of priority sites will be expanded to 400 shortly, Federal activity 
is underway at 105 of the current 160 priority sites. 

By Septeinher 15, 1982, EPA allocations for long-term remedial actiona 
totaled $78 million at 63 sites. Eighty-one emergency removals had been 
completed at a cost of $27 million. E:PA Region . 2, which includes the States 
of New York and New Jersey, has the highest total dollal.' allocation for activity 
at the greatest number of sites. 

States have signed 
responses at 30 sites. 
are pendin9. 

'1 . .. 
cooperative agreements to plan 
Similar ,a<Ji'eemente with States 

and manage Superfund 
for lB additional sites 

EPA stresses private party participation in cleBnup activities when 
responsible parties can be identified. Nationwide, enforcement actions have 
generated eome $82 million in private support· for cl~anup at 24 imminent 
hazard sites. 

·l 
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WA$HINGlur ... 

CABINEf AFFAIRS STAFFING MEMORAND,!-1~ I / 
' ~ --~--­nuEBY': -·- --~-

~~-----
DA TE: _LO~ . .l.::fil __ _ NUMBER: 077511CA---~-

ACTION F\1 ACTION FYI 

ALL CA.BINET MEMBERS 0 0 Baker 0 0 

Vice President 0 0 Deaver 0 0 -
State 0 D Clark 0 0 
Treasury D 0 Darman (For WH Staffing) ~ 0 ··-
Defense 0 0 Harper 0 li4'" _, Attorney General D 0 l 

Interior 0 0 Jenkins 0 0 
Agriculture D 0 Cribb a w/i 
Commerce D 0 

D o . I Labor D 0 
HHS 0 D 0 0 
HUD i 0 0 D D Transportation 0 0 
Energy 0 0 0 D 

· Education 0 0 0 a 
Counsellor 0 ~ • . D D OMB D 
Cl A 0 D ' 
UN 0 0 

...................................... , ........................... ~············ · ·· · ·· .. ·········· .. 
USTR 0 '· . 0 CCC:T/Gunn 0 0 I: 

; 

CCEA/Porter o- D .. ......... ................. ,.&···· · ·· · ························· ····· ········~······················· 
I.· , · ) g:, CCFA/Bo~ Cl o· CEA 0 

. . 

CEQ [] CCHR/Carleson CJ 0 
OSTP c . 0 CCLP /Uhlmann 0 0 0 0 

0 0 CCNRE/Boggs : 0 ~ ,. . 

' 
REMARKS: . 

) · 

.. .:. 
:. -;:.' 
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WASHINGTON. D.C. 20460 

TO: Craig Fuller 

F: p A ~·JP. f. T· r .. y r~ r_: po 1 

9/2 7 /32 

Assistant to the P~esident 

PCB Dis2clsal (Update) 

. •• - • • --- J 

THE AOMINIS'TRATOR 

Last week's report discussed North Carolina's decision to 
dispose of PCB contaminated soil at a ~andf ill in Afton, North 
Carolina. High interest continues in W~rren County and is 
unlikely to abate in the near future. In the last few weeks 
focus has shifted to racial motivation for the siting of the 
landfill and away from environment~l concerns. Non-residents 
including Lois Gibbs, from Love Canal, New York, seem to be 
taking the lead in the p~otests. The southern Christian Leader­
ship Conference out of Atlanta under the leadership of Dr. 
Joseph Lowery is also involved. Lowery was among those jailed 
last week. Other activists include Ken Ferruccio, head of the 
warren County Concerned · citizens against PCBs, and civil rights 
activist Floyd McKissick. Arrested this Monday was D.C. con­
gr:essional delegate Wal',ter Fauntroy._ 

·' 

Positive publicity"was garnered with the announcement 
last Friday that EPA wa~ awa~ding $800,000 under the Superfund -
hazardous waste clean-up program to the state of Ohio for .:-__ · ... :·.~ .. -.·:_·_·~.::··~-1~.: ___ :_· 

~emoval of radium conta~ination from a residence and factory ~~ 
in Cleveland. The award was announced in conjunction with the .. ~,;, , , 

Governor's office, and ¢ame in the wake of widespread public · : ' _r;Er~~ 
attention, including a .·;p'etition reque.sting government help ·.1 .-1,· 
5iyned by 6,500 citizen~ .' - ' ; _. :~~~·' 

,, ' ~· "' . · 

· ' Anne M. Gorsuch 

.,. " ·.1:::,j·,. 
; • ..:'.·. : ·· :. ·= . 

$;~_ ~*' ··;.;: --' ~· · 

< ~:·,:f·~-
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·.-,, 



l .· 
/ ,,?& /~() :~-

~-· .. ·· ---......-

CABINET AFFAIR.5 STAFFING MEMORANDUM 
/~.~..5 
F c;/'i~.f--// 

DATE:~~l_0_-_1~8~-~8~2~ NUMBER: --'0~2 ...... 1-..5.......,4 3._.c. ...... A,___ __ DUE BY:~~~~~~~ 
r&/'/"/-',,,OJJ 

SUBJECT: 1PA \~ekly Report 10/11/~2 

.. 
' 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

ALL CAB lNET MEMBERS 0 0 Baker 0 0 

Vice President 0 0 Deaver D D 

State 0 0 a ark 0 0 
Treasurr 0 D Darman (For WH Staffing) o/~ D Defense· 0 D Harper 0 GJ -~ 
Attorney General 0 0 
Interior 0 0 Jenkins D 0 
Agriculture 0 0 Cribb D o--
Commerce o · D 
Labor 0 D 0 D 
HHS 0 0 0 0 
HUD 0 D 0 0 Transportation 0 0 
Energy 0 0 0 0 
Education D D 0 D 
Counsellor 0 D/ 0 0 OMB 0 

.. 
0 

CIA 0 D ................ ; ...................................................... , ..... , ...................... 
UN 0 D CCCT/Gunn 0 0 USTR 0 D 

CCEA/Porter 0 0 
········ ... .... ... ............................. · .......... , ... , ............................................ 

0 
,.. 

'· .CCF A/Boggs 0 
C£A 0 . 0,,... 

CCHIUCarleson 0 0 CEQ 0 o ·/ 
OSTP 0 0 CCLP /Uhlmann 0 0 

0 0 CCMA/Bledsoe 0 D 
0 0 CCNRE/Boggs 0 o--

j ~ 

REMARKS: 

'· 
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TO: 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON. D .C. 204GO 

EPA WEEKLY Rf PORT 
10/11/82 

Craig Fuller 
Assistant to the President 

'rHE ADMINISTRATOR 

Fcrriamicide Update 

In last week's report, I noted that EPA ha<l granted 
emergency exemptions for use of the pesticide, ferriamicide, 
to control fire ants in the states of Mississippi, Texas and 
Arkansas. I pointed out that while, th,us far, public reaction 
had been slight, critici~m would likely~ mount if and when en­
vironmental groups took 6ourt action to try to block the 
exemption. 

EP~'s Office of Pes~icides and Toxic Substances informed 
me this week that such a ~µit is imminent. Within a few days, 
the National Audubon Society and t~e Lone Star Chapter of the 
Sierra Club are expected to challenge the emergency exemption 
in federal court. The exact grounds of their suit are not 
yet known, but will probably include charges of violating 
both 'f'IFRA and the Administrative Procedures Act. OP'J'S 
believes the outcome of this suit could go either way. 

'. 

Cong. Dingell Criticizes Administration Enforcement Recorp 

~-

In October 11th press release, Co~gressman John o. Dingell 
(D-t1ich.), Chairman of the Subcommittee ton Oversight and In­
vestigations of the Ho\,l.,Se Energy and conimerce conuni ttee, made 
public a preliminary staff study highly · critical of Administra­
tion efforts to enforce tlhe Na.tion' s envit'onmental laws. 

• l i ' 

, , \ 

Dingell charged ti10.t EP/\' s 11 perfor1~ance continues to fall 
.short of the recot·d of the previous J\dministrations". lie also 
criticized the ''poor perf6rmance of th~ Justice Department in 
filing in the Federal , ~ou~ts civil cases referred by EPA". 

Saying that 11 the T\dministration rnus't recognize that 'new 
Federalism' is not a n e~cuse £or unclcrm,ining the _basic founda­
tion of our Nation's environrnental laws", Dingell claimed that 
States were ill-equippea financially tq pla~ a greater role in 
environmental enforcement. 

\ 
l 
l 
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. ' 
The Congressman announced that hi~ Oversight and Investiga­

tion!,; Sul)COmmi ttee planned to conduct a hearing tater this year 
to proh~~ the enforcement issues identified in the Subcommittee 
st.:i.ff ~L.udy anc1 tc) conti.nue its rcvL~w of F.Pl\'~ ildministration V 
of the Super fund statute. The story was repor :. ·1 in the 
Washinqton Post <: nd a few other papers, but ,.,.a!:; not given pro­
miner)t~-covcrage. EPA rejects the Dingell charg·-·s ·'and stands 
ready to argue them if asked to testiff · 
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OFFICE OF POLICY DEVELOPMENT /J 1TACf17>1~r' 'f 

_,STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 12/22/82 ACTIONICONCU RR ENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 12/29/82 
~~~~~~~~~ 

HAZARDOUS WASTES 

HARPER ·-· • 

PORTER 
··-BARR- , . 

BLEDSOE · 

BOGGS - -, 
·-

BRA OLEY 

CARLES ON 
,, . . :· _ ,; ... :.. . .. : .·-.:. 

FAIRBANKS 
. . -

FERRARA ·· 

GALEBACH 
. ', · ·~ 

GARFINKEL 
-:_;_:_: ·;GUNN ~:=,_::, -. . · 

:~ ·. . •·. 

ROCK ·': ;, _ • . : 

ROPER . 

. SMITH . 

: .UHLMANN 

. :~ .. 

REMARKS: : 

·. : .-:· . ,·~ . :_ .. . .. . 

ACTION 

0 
0 
D 

0 
0 
0 
D 
0 
0 
D 
0 

- ·' D 
0 
0 

! . 

iY(:f.:::._~=:::,·: , ~, ., .. . -= · . . ACTION 

0 DRUG POLICY 0 
O TURNER 0 
O P. LEONARD O 
0 OFFICE OF POLICY INFORMATION 

. 0 HOPKINS - 0 

D 
0 
0 
0 
D 
0 . 
D 

COBB 0 
PROPERTY REVIEW BOARD 0 
OTHER 

D 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
D 
0 
0 
0 
D 

'.' ~ 

0 
. .. 

Do you have a list of t he sites? 

FYI 

0 
D 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
O· 
0 
0 
D 
D 
0 
D 
D 
0 
D 
0 
0 

. ·-· 
·.• ~: :'. 't...... . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
·~ - \.f ~ 

PULIC Y Of. VELOPMfl~l 
WASHINGTON 

flB1 OEC 2 l P 12: 0 2 

DECEMBER 21, 1992 

MEMORANDUM 

FROM: MARTIN L. SMITH 111. ------..-
SUBJECT: Hazardous Wastes 

• · . · . . ·· ·~~ ... ·-• r . . :• . .... · . . 
, . . 

Because of your continued interest in dioxin in Missouri, 
I thought you would be interested in the enclosed material 
on EPA's Superfund program. Yesterday, Administrator Gorsuch 
announced 418 national priority sites for remedial action 
under Superfund. . The enclosed material provides the location 
of these sites and previous actions which the Reagan EPA 
has taken to alleviate these abandoned waste sites • 

. 
Hazardous wastes and ground water protection wi.li be··-the· "major 
environmental issues of the next· t~o years. It is imperative · 
that the Reaqan Administrator. take leadership in these areas. 
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EPA ANNOCJNCES 
418 PRIOIUTY 
SUPERFOND 
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Environmental News . 

FOR RELEASE: MONDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1982 

Woods (202) 382-4379 

U.S. Environmental Protectlon Agency Administrator 

Anne K. Gors_uch today· announced coJlpletion of a proposed 

national priority list of 418 hazardous waste sites, 

ranked by their potential threat to health and the 

envirorunent. 

.. 

Most of the sites are located near industrial areas 
of the East, Midwest and South. New Jersey, Michigan 
and Pennsylvania have the largest number ot priority 
sites. · · 

~~ _ .... .,. ~ ..._"';;_?~~ ~-:::r.:: ~~lllllr-: t~ ~~e_~ aru:3 

state g~vertUilents cooperating under 'E?A-; s Superfa:nd., 
which is to accrue sOI=e $1.6 billion by 1985, 86 
percent from taxes on hazardous waste generators and 
handlers, 14 percent from general revenues. Superfund 
was authorized by Congress in December. 1980 with passage 

·. of the Comprehensiv~ Environmental Response, Coltlpensatior 
and Liability Act. 

The proposed list when final ~ill replace the currenl 
Interim Priority List of 160 sites. All but seven sites 

· from the Interim List are proposed on . the final list. 

"We have now def ined1_ the nation's first five-year 
agenda for ending decad~~ of neglect of our hazardous · 
waste p~oblem,• 'Hrs. Gor~uch said. "Problems which 
took three.·:.aecades or more to develop have now been 
classified 

1
and rated for _priority cleanup action. 

"It i~· only l~ months since President Reagan assign• 
EPA the lead role in implementing the Superfund law. 
Given the complexities of, searching out and ranking by 
threat the major uncontrolled ~ite~, we can take 
satisfaction in having moved so far so fast.• 
. ! 

~hP added that since enactment of Supe~fund, EPA 
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Fire, exp1osions, and the possibility of direci contact receive 
separate evaluation as more appropriate for emergency action. 

Before Superfund money can be committed at the priority sites, 
. states must contribute at least lO·percent of the actual long-term 
costs of cleanup per site unless the site is publicly owned. On 
publicly-owned sites, the state is required to pay or assure at 
~east so percent of the costsr 

Rita M. Lavelle, EPA's as~istant administrator in charge of 
Solid Waste and Emergency Response, said •The Superfund program has 
made remarkable and gratifying progress, especially in the past ye~r. 
That progress is an eloquent demonstration of the Reagan Administra- · 
tion•s.determination to clean up the nation's . worst hazardous waste 
sites promptly and effectively. 

:•we are far 
ments, combined 
to do the job. 
hazardous waste 

along in mobilizing local, state and national govern­
with the technological forces of private industry, 
Prototype systems for safe containment of the 
have been designed and p·ut ·into operation,• ~he said. 

' ' 
' 

I 
.. ·. 

Detailed plans for cleanups will be worked out in conjunction with 
the states. Cleanup can occur through three mechanisms: direct federal \ 
contracts managed by the U.S. ~rmy Corps of Engineers; cooperative agree­
ments under which the state takes the lead in directing cleanup action, 
and private cleanups through voluntary or._court-ordered action. In all 
three cases, private contacto~s · ao the actual site work. • 

' .-." .. ,. 

:.; 

' 
' 

,, 
•' 

" ·· ' ' "':": 

:··. 
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STATEMENT 
BY 

ANNE M. GORSUCH, ADMINISTRATOR 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

ON 
THE RELEASE OF A NATION~L· PRIORITY LIST 

OF HAZARDOUS WASTE SITES 

The problem of abandoned hazardous waste sites is one that 

concerns all Americans. No part of th& country appears to be 
. .. • l 

immune from the potential health threat posed by toxic materials 

that were improperly handled in year~ gone by • 

These serious probl~ms will not be quickly remedied. Sut I'm 

pleased to announce today that EPA has completed a comprehensive 

agenda for carrying out the cleanup task that is already well begun. 

It was just 16 months ago that President Reagan assigned to 

· :..:· · the Enviromnental Protection Agency the task. of developing the ... : .• :. ·: __ .. ~'""' .... _, ............. .,., ..... 
•• """ ~ ,l.'\,i11&&.A..,L .i" &. ... ""' .... """..l 

. _;.. ·. 
cleanup under the superfund law. The law . itself mandates the 
. ·· · . . · . 

/ _: :: .. 
designation of at least 400 ~uch sites. 

. 'ff.Ai,;;, ,: .. ~ .. Th~ list we are releasing today includes 418 sites. These ~ 

.·\i1.~~i-: .. :~. ·~~; >~~he '*worst·.: -~~s~s· among ·, several thousand abandqned waste 
1

' 

:~~;~~;:L:; '. · :S~tes scattered across the country. They fully warrant priority 
·-~~ ;'\;: . ::_:. :.:-~ . . . .. . ' 

, .. . ·. -attention to protect the h~~lth of those near,by. And they will 
1~~:~~: ;:_ .-. ·. ~-- - ~:·:.~~~ .. 
·- g~t priority attention as ~PA c~rries out its ' responsibilities 

~t··.!i :-.. -. .' 
:"': o: ·.· .·· 

. :~~~·<···. -....... ···-
· u~der the Superfund progra~ • 

i 

! j 

-:-.... ~·;":' . . ·'· . .. . . 

~~ - . Completion of this list of 418 sites establishe~ a five- year 
-·~~~~·:' : :. ·. ·: ·.· . 
i~: :agenda for cleanup work under S~perfund. It i~ an : important mile-
f~~ ' 

stone, but it does not mark ' the beginning of this nati~nal effort .. 
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doing, we aren't doing fast enough1 that we are using Superfund 

rooney to balance the national debt instead of spending the money 

on cleanup activities. I believe the record says othen1ise. I 

, don• t know of another new government program of ·this complexity · 

that has gotten off the mark faster. As of September 30, the end 

of fi:scal 1982.- we _had obligated 83 percent of the money available 

to Superfund, and the balance was carried over to be spent this 

year. 

I believe that Rita Lavelle, our assistant administrator for 
,· 

·, 

solid : waste and emergency 'response, and her staff deserve the 

highest marks for the remarkable progress they have achieved. I 

commend and compliment them. 

In the end, though,, pra~se or blam~ _is not crucial to our 

task. The important chal,lenge we have is to end the fear that 

toxic waste ~ill endanger <the health of .any man, woman or child 
·~ 

.in the United States. 
.n, , 

. we are meeting that ·challenge squarely and the're will be no 
/ 

slackening of our ' effort lfotil the job is done • 
• . '1 

~~ . :I 

:ii 

" ~. :" 

·,. 

. J 

"' 
t . ~ i 

I t t 
' ' I·' 

• 

. ~: 

~ , .. .... 

_,i. . 

•.· 

.. . . ·-· 
. ' . -- ' . 
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SUPERFUNO RESULTS 

With publication of the proposed Nattonal Priorities List, EPA has designated 418 sites 
for action according to priority as determined by its Hazard Ranking System. 

0 

0 

D 

•' ' 

• 
* 

o_ 

• 

Federal activities are under way at 112 sites; State cleanup at 29 others. 
Emergency ~e.moval actions have been approved for 98 sites and ~29.5 inillion haa 
been allocated. 
Remedial actions, meaning longer-term site work, have been ordered at 71 sites and 
$88 ~illion has been allocated. 
Five priority sltes have been cleaned up. at Chemical Metals Industries, Baltimore, 
Md.; Walcotte Chemical/Warehouses. Greenville. Miss.; Luminous Processes, Athens. 
CA; Butler Tunnel, PA; and Chemical Metals lndust(ies, Ohio • 
Private pa~ties are addressing 39 sites at total savings to Superfund of $121 million 
Nineteen States have entered into cooperative agreements to address problems at 
36 sites. 
Superf und i& taking the lead in addressing problems at 29 sites in 16 etateg. 
From December 1980 when the Su?erfund law ~as passed until Sept. 30, 82 the end of 
fiscal Year 1982. Superfund had obligated $221 million of $265 million approptiated~ 
or 83 petcent; the remainder will be carried over into this fiscal year. 

RCRA RESULTS 

The regulated community of hazardous waste generators and handlers is comprised of 
54,000 generators; 12,900 transporters; and 9,100 other facilities, including 8,100 treat­
ment and storage facilities; 510 incinerators and 900 land disposal fac111tieB. 

Twenty-three states have solid waste plans approved or partially approved. 

Thirty-five states are in the first phase of interim authot1%ation and are operating 
their own r~gulatory programs in lieu of EPA. Seven ~tates (Georgia. North C~rolina, 
Arkansas, Texas, Mississippi, South , Carolina and Oklahoma) are in the second phase. . . 

ln ftscal year 1982 1 EPA called in 734 facility permits, received permit applications 
from 196 existing facilltie& and 52 fiom new facllitiei; permit& were issued to three 
ex16ting facilitie& and five ne~ facilities. 

I ENFORCEMENT RESULTS '·· 

The cumulative total in priv;n~:' party support for actions at unconttolled (Superfund) 
sitH stands at more than .$121 million for 39 sites. 

In addition the States have recovered $13.5 ~illion in costs. 
{ 

Since Fiscal Year 1980. some 1~160 notice letters · ~o possible re~ponsible parties have 
been issued in connection w1th action at 106 sites; negbtiat1ons are being conducted for 
responslhlle party support at 56 e1~eo; stm~lAr negotiations have been completed at 36 sites • 

. ' . 
. I 

·rorty-three Superfund cases hav'.e· been referred to.the Depart111ent of Justice. Seven admin­
istrative orders to take remedial act~ons have been issu~d. 

1 
Under RCRA, 15,896 inspections hAve been conducted a~ operating facilities since Oct. 1981, 

1,65~ of them by EPA and 14,242 by . th~ States. 

Warning letters have been issued to 1,023 facilities; eo~plai~ts to 233, and final orders 
to 153. 

·• l' .. .. 
I 

--~~~~ ... ..i ·-•h~rh iA. lli n~rcent s.?reater than ! 
I 

i 

I 
I 
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Distribution of Hazardous Waste . Sites 
On Proposed Superf und Priorities List 

'"!l 10 
By State--December 1982 
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WASHINGTON 
/ I , / v . I / ,a(,,,,· v.· 
Ill(} 

CABINET AFFAIRS STAFFING MEMORANDUM /(//J£ 

DATE:~l_-~3_-~8~3~--- NUMBER: 077688CA 

~£LJ//Y-o/ 
DUE BY: ~.c::......C~//1--=-LJ_L5_/....-­

/~~ o O d~/( 
SUBJECT: EPA Issue Alerts -~~-----~------- ------,,,-------.-­

,,-:~·~ r") C 2 -LJ b 

ACTION FY1 

ALL CABINET MEMBERS D 0 .. .. . . 

Vice President 0 0 
State D D 
Treasury· D 0 
Defense ·. 0 a 
Attorney General D D 
lnterior D 0 
Agriculture 0 D 
Commerce o · 0 
Labor 0 0 
HHS a 0 
HUD 0 0 
Transportation 0 D 
Energy D 0 
Education 0 ' D 
Counsellor D D 
OMB D '! ~ 
CIA 0 0 
UN 0 ·D 
USTR 0 / O 

....................... '.' .......................................... , .................................. . 
CEA 
CEO .. 
OS!P 

I . 
o · 
D 
D 
0 
0 

~ 
0 
0 
0 

-- - ,- · 

ACT10N FYI 

Baker LI D , ...... 
Deaver 0 D 
Clark D D 
Darman (For WH Staffing) -~ 0 
Harper Cl -~ 
Jenkins D 0'""' 
Crib!2 0 ~ 

0 0 
D D 
Cl D 
CJ o· 
D 0 
D D 

• · . ' ................................................................................................ 
CCCT/Gunn D D 
CCEAlPorter CJ D 
CCF A/BQggs 0 ("" D 
CCHR/Carleson . 0 0 
CCLP /Uhlmann CJ D 
c.cMA/Bledsoe 0 0 ."_.· 

... 

" 

·.·· 
.. :, 
" .· .. 

_;,; 

,··· 
) .: 

_,. ... ; .. , , . . 
J.··. 

' t~~- . . CCNRE/Boggs ' j 0 ~ 
' . '---------------....;..· ..... __ ._ ___________________ . -~~· : 

Attach~d._!_gr_ your_ ii1!9~aJ:i,on are the following EPA Issue Alerts: · 
. -- .. _. . . ..... i .. ·-.--- . ·--·· ... - ...... -- ~·-~ .. ----·--- ~ .. - ···--

REMARKS: 
"' I 

1) EPA_ Weekly Report 12/20/82 \ ' 
2) Several Changes to the 1984 Heavy and Light Truck Emission . · · 

Regulations ... · -· · · ... · ...... -- · ·"'-·- ···· _____ ...,...-.... -·------· -------· - .... \. 

3) Proposed Significant New Use Rule (SNUR) under TSCA 
• -.·- ,_ ....... r •• •• -· • • • •,. 

:;';. -
. ··; 

. . ·.···· ·· . 

-~ ... . 
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IN;...;;; r·t 11-. G I 0 i\i . ..., .~ . . . .. " 

OFFICE OF 

,. ... !. AD~ 1 ... IST~ A. TOR 

TOi 

· ' 

Craig Fuller 

1'.:nl\ '·IEEKLY R'~PORT 

12/20/82 

. Assistant to the President 
.· .: .. ~ :· ... 

Enclosed is a list of several items which should be coming 

to the fore within the next couple of weeks. 

controversial. 

· ....... 

Paul Milbauer 
Special Assistant 

Some could be 

to the Administrator 

Enclosure 

. .-.:: .. ~. 

'"' .. 

. ·.:..." . ~ .. :.-. '"· ~-. 
.. ! . . " ~ . . 
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· , 

.! 
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1. Jones and Laughlin Steel corporation '' Stre.tchout 11 Petition. 
This action to be signed December 29 and published in Januaiy 
nenies J·and L's request to extend deadlines for compliance with 
with the Clean Air Act. The Act allows compliance extensions if (1) 
a company uses the money it savea from deferrinq pollution control 

., expenditures for capital investments to improve the steel facilities, 
ana ( 2) · if the cmnpany is in compliance with fe•leral consent <'lecrees 
or violations are min:i·,1al. J.n this cn.!;e, JP, 1 · :i.11 viol;:~tion of two 
consent decrees for pl :1ntr; in Pennsyl v<mia "'H1 v, .an·:t. Once "stretch 
out" is denied1 enf')rcement . of existing decrees .· 1ld follow. 

. ,': 

: I • 

~ ... 

. . .. .. 

The action will be controversial. Senators 1Ieinz and Specter 
and Congressm.en Williams, Bro\\ITl and Atkinson hav~ appealed to the 
White House. _'The affected states include Pennsylvania, Ohio and 
Indiana. State and local officials have been neutral~ J&L was 
given opportunity to withdraw application but did not and is likely 
to f Jg ht the denial in coui"t. 

2. Three ~ruck Emission Final Regulations. These actions (1) set 
a standard for evaporative emissions 0£ hydrocarbons from heavy-duty 
truck gas tanks and gas lines; (2) set tighter emission standards 
for 1984 and 1ater light-duty trucks to.be sold in high-altitude 
areas; and (3) <lelay for a year or more several emission standards 
for 1984 and later light-duty trucks to be sold in high-altitude 
areas: and ( 3) · delay for a year or rnoe several emission standards 
for heavy-duty trucks . 

Reaction~ will h~ mixed~ GM may object to the e~aporative 
emissions standard because G~.m~y have to build a new testing facility, 
but Ford and Chrysler already have testing facilities. The manufac­
turers did not object to the · new high-altitude standard. The delays· · 
f or h eavy-dut y trucks were supported by the manufacturers, but will be 
opposed hy environmentalists. · · 

· :,. '·· 

":.:_ .L 
• , : .. 4 

·-· 

3. PCBs in the Hudson River. This action is in response to the £on- . : ;:.4 
tamination of the Hudson River bottom by l?CBs deposited during a . .·.-:, 
thirt.y-yea.r period until the . early 1970' s. A full clean-up, dredg- :_ . · : ~·~ 
ing o f the r~ver, would cost.more than $40 r tnill i on. Ne~ York Sta1:~ ~~:: · : :''.'$jf 
has requested use of a specially authorized approp)'.'iation of $20 .: ·.· : ~ · - ~>­
million under the Clean Water Act. The Agency has decided to propose ~:iA. . <. 
adding the site to the Superfund program list and use its authority_· . . · fl<'': 
to protect water supplies o,n the river as lower costs.. · · .... '<-

Renctions will he strong , ano mixen. ' senator ~1oynihan, Congressman 
Fish, New York State an<l New ~ork City suppbrt taking action now to ,; \ 
ore (lqe the Hudson ann deposi,t the contaminated soil in landfills. How-~~:'r;~'.~ 
eve r , Congressma n Solomon and local environmental groups have expressed.: ,::~.~~ ­
concern ahout the possibility of future con,tamination from the landfills'.o;.H: 
Solomon will be very supportive of the Supei;fund approach. . ,-· . ,· :, f .;. ; 
. r • . ... 

4. 7\rizona • s Control Strate
1

qy for Sulfur dxines. This action approve 
revis e d strategies for conti:'-+ol of sulfur dioxide emi:;3sions from seven 
copper smelters in Arizona. ~= EPA is also requiring Arizona to submit 

.,· 

! 
. I 
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fugitive emissions control strategies for each smelter by August 1984. 
The Arizona Department of Health Services supports EPA's action. The 
Environmental Defense Fund commented extensively on the proposal and 
may challenge the action. 

S. PCDs in Railroad Transformers. 'I'his action (1) provines new in­
terim c.~eacHines ancl e:·~~s .-1 final c1e;-dlinE'; ("') <'llO\'/S transformers 
to contain up to Cl.'.~, PCBr.; una (3) mal.es c=li'.•po 1 of t:r..:i.nsforrners 
easier. Environmer~ ·:al · groups should snpport th.:· ' lterim deadlines 
~but may challenge t~e 0.2% provision. Some railroads may challenge 
the interim deadlines. 

i 

.. \ . 

6.. Responses to the Interaqehcy Testing comrui ttee' s Recommendations . '<I 
to Test 13 Chemicals. Acting under a court-orde'red deadline . of ·~~ ,:,!.' 

December 31, 1982, EPA has completed actions on 13 chemicals that may .. -
may pose substantial risk to health or the environment. A decision . . >· 

· .. · .. : .. 

to test would be required if there is (1) evidence of risk or exposure; ~ · 
(2) not enough data to determine extent of risk: and (3) testing is not 
already underway. In all 13 cases, EPA decided not to require testing 
by rule because companies agreed to voluntary testing programs, or 
ongoing testing by industry or government was considered by EPA to be 
adequate to satisfy the concerns of the . ITC. However, environmental , · . 

; i . 
.... · ";\ ·. 

groups nave objected to voluntary settlements saying they are not 
enforceable. · 

7. Uranium Mill Tailings at Inactive Sites. Two actions have been 
taken: (1) promulgation.of final rules (relaxed significantly from the 
proposal) for the stabilizatio~ and clean-up of tailings at inactive 
sites; and {2) a proposal that EPA will consider a relaxed standard 
(relying on fences rather than dirt cover) ,at lower priority sites •· 
in unpopulated areas. Environmental groups~ may reaqt negatively to 
the proposal, arguing it weakens the final :Standards. 

·. . . ; ,; . ~- . . 

· 8. Hi<J_h-level Radioactive Wastes. This action estah~ishes (1) ,.. 
(~<.~. . numerical radionuclide releClse limits fo.r 10, 000 years~ and ( 2) qual-
. ·!:·,. · i tati ve requirements for was~e · disposal, e.g. , prompt disposal, use of 
~ ~ ;'.;< · natural barriers, and permanent markers, 'I'he standards should help 
;/~};i~';< .· est.ablish the public confidence necessary for the national waste · 
< · · ";·:-·~: · disposal program to proceed. : The nuclear industry, DOE and NRC · 

:.·· · 9enerally support the action,- ; Environmental groups may argue that 
:.· ·· · · technical data used to set t;.h~ numerical limits are too uncertain to 

- . . · _be relied upon. ..,' ' 
\ " 
r 

·· ..... 
. -~., -

.:· : ·;~; :, . 9. 'Revocntion of Tlyoroc'1rhon ( HC' Nl\.l\0S. 't'his act.ion revokes the 

.\ :: .:~· · National /\.mbient Air Quality Standard for HC ·because scientific i 

~·; : ;:_:= ·: '..~ evidence shows that HC does not cause adverse health :or welfare effects ';t. 
~.~ : ~~iJ·.· at present ambient air levels. However, HC is a major precursor of "-· 
: ··:'f> · . ozone. Thus HC should continue to be controlled, '\rlhich can be none '' 
,_ . separately. EPA or states can still regulate HC if controls are needed "':. 
' '~--. · in special cases. All comments on . the proposal (May 1981) support ..... ·· 

. '.,. revocation. 

. i 



.. ,,,, 1 .. 0 1i 11 .. ,...~'.\.jl.. h . ' . i I J l I I L.-~ • . . , 

\• . ...-/'11'-' . -, 

, CABINET AFFAJRS STAFFJNG TutEM:ORANDUM ,:,, _/ // . 
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DA TF: · 1- 7=..E.3.~~ NUMBER: _....._0 ....... 7..._7 0""--7._,,C ....... A..._ __ DUE B)': ;_---- ..--; ·~a· / . -
/ (.,.,·-· // .. .- /. 

~~-~~~----=~___!,...·-- ~·......,;......· 

"" .. --· _, .. .,,.- ,,· 
, / 0 .. ~I /- . SUBJECT: EPA Issue Alerts 

,.; · ' -~ - .., r l · 
\__. I • J " 

0 / 
,· / 

. I 
L.,./ ,. </ . . £,~ .• . 

,. 
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

ALL CAlllN£T 1\lEMBERS 0 0 Baker D 0 

Vic.e President 0 0 Deaver 0 0 
State 0 0 Oark 0 D 
Treasury D 0 
Defense 0 D 
Atto~ney General c 0 
lntenor 0 D 

Darman (For WH Stqffing) o ,,.· o ,, 
Harper , 0 t( -
Jenkins 0 D 

Agriculture 0 0 
Commerce o · D 
Labor D D 

.... 
Cribb 0 [I] 

0 D 
HHS 0 0 0 D 
HUD 0 D 
Transportation 0 D 
EncrgJ 0 0 
Education 0 D 
Counsellor D 0 .. ...-
OMll 0 0 

0 0 
D 0 
0 D 
0 0 

CIA 0 0 
UN 0 0 
USTR 0 I; D CCCT/Gunn 0 D 

CCEA/Porter 0 D 
' ..................... --~-........ ................................. ............. .......... .... ...... .... ~ . 

CEA 0 ' ~ : D/,.. 

CE~ 0 0 
OS P 0 D 

CCFAIBoggs 0 0 
CCHR/Ca,rlcson 0 

.,. 
D 

CCLP /Uhlmann D D 
0 D CCMA/Bledsoe ,i 0 0 
0 0 CCNRE/Boggs 0 El..-

REMARKS: Th~ following EPA lssu'e Alerts are 9-ttached f or your information: 

RETURN TO: 

. ~ 
1) "l\.l l Al ti tudc" Emission S tc:i.ndu.rd~ for 19 84 Cars 
2) Pl'.'ocurcment unde r· 1\ssisti'lncc l\grdcmcnts Re gulation 

Hule Effec tive f or : l\11 l\ge ncy Gr,int Pr ograms 

0 Craig L. Fuller 
~ ... r!,... 1 ..... -• .. ,.. •\... .... Tl-.... 'ro.:..1-.-" 

D Becky Norton Dunlop 
J'\:-" ""-- Arr..., ,. -1'" . 

Final 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

EPA. AC n Oi J 11Er1 
JAN : 4 1983 

OFFICE OF 

POLICY AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

TO 

FP.Q\1 

SUBJECT: 

Background 

Cr-oig Fuller 
:~·::1:ret0ry to thr:· Cahim~t 

Joseph ;'\, Cannon~~~~\l\. ~~ 
Associate AdminL t .:ltc<~t~r 

Policy and Reso rco Management 

Prccurement Under Assistance Agreements 
Regulation -- Final Rule Effective for .All 
Agency Grant Programs 

CONTROVERSIAL 

This regulation contains the requirements placed on procurement actions 1· 
undertaken .by recipients of EPA financial assistance, including Construction 
Grants and cooperative agreerrents under Superfund. Previous regulations went 
far beyond CMB guidelines and created a burden on grantees through time-consuminJ, 
process-oriented requirenents. lt also contains our Minority Business and 
War.en's Business Enterprise (MBE/WBE) regulation wf\ich no longer requires a 
goal for participation by canrnunities or contractors. 

I._mportanc~ 

The revised, consolidated rule reduces EPA's role in routine grantee 
procureITBnt actions and places increased responsibilities on grantees, while 
guarding l:lgaJnst waste, fraud, and abuse. The result should be speedier, less 
costly procurel'lBnt, particularly in the construction of wastewater treatment 
foe il i ties in the Construct ion Grai1 ts Prograrn. MBE 1 s and WBE' s are unhappy with 
the absence of a goal in the reyu~ations. However / ;tr_is MBE/WBE rule is in ~· 
conformance with am Circulars and, the latest Whit~ House MBE/WaE draft p:ilicy. 

Current Status 

I intend to issue this regulation in final form, effective for all Agency 
programs. 

OMB Position ;; "t 

,,. 
.. ' 

CMB is fully, in agreement regulation a'nd has cleared it. 
.i , • 

. ; 

Expected Reaction 

ThP.r<? is stror1y .support:. rran curr~nt and pote~ti.al grantees, and some 
111inor adverse reaction fro-n equipment manufacturers who want EPA to impose 
tight~-r pnyrn()nt requirements . than are called for by ()11.B C~rculars. 

Sinco EPi'\ is . tlw first agency to remove goals fron the MBE,iwBE gr.ant 
pr0<Jrams we [,..")licve the WIJE/MBE community will not ·support this rule and can 

· f:e..~cted t~ lor.t.>y ~f1S'Y0'5'S .:ore\ t.,e' \th~<+E! fttti.<~ Q~Q f lf'St Cf 

t 
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