
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 1, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR JAMES A. BAKER 
ROBERT C. McFARLANE 
MICHAEL K. DEAVER , 

FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY~~ FROM: 

SUBJECT: "Central America Week" Activities, March 18 

Please find attached a summary of activities planned by 
groups ppposed to the President's policies in Central 
America. The activities are scheduled to take place 
during the week of March 18-25. 

I would like to discuss with you our public diplomacy 
efforts in general and in particular the need for 
wider circulation of our White House digests on 
Central American policy and more access by the press 
to our Central America Outreach weekly meetings. 



.. 

National Campaign for Peace in Central America: 
The Time for Action is Now 

Ci':izens concerr.ed al>out U.S. policy in Ce ntral hr.lerica should p::epare 
t~e~selves for a season of shocks during t h e first six months of 1994. 7he 
brief chronology below underscores the need !or citizen action to becc~e more 
visible and more vocal than ever before.• T~is resource provides the basic 
in~0~~ation concerned citizens need to know in order to counter President 
f;e:z,::ar.'s drive to escalate U.S. i::wolve::-.ent in Central J,.:-ner.ica in 1934. :rt 
al sc ~r.noun ces a~d outlines an e xciting National Campaign for ~eace in Central 
~~erica which will cul~inate in n ation-w i de organizing for Ce n tral ~merica 

~eek , M&rch ~8-25. 

U.S. Policy: The First Six Months 

J ar. u ary 23 

Th e ~..:c t io:Jcl ?. i;.c r~ :.sa:i .:c'i.u"r:ission on Cent:--al ;._::-.e! ica 
1 

" b v . . K . . ~'-' J... 11 l . ;-;eaoe... _, :-,o::nry . ::.ss::.nger, ~ _ re ease 1ts 
r ec:c:-:-.. ~.c::-; Cc"tj c :--.s o:-: c. r.iec :.. ~J.m- and } o:-i g-:!-a.;ige P.S. p 0 l i cy 
t~~ards the reg ion. 

": a:. ic:-.al .:._r. ~~ .;-, -2-;-d c nt f.·J;r,a.n :-ights ;r c .. i..:~S ~·i11 !"'2~E-~SE an 
e~al~ation of the status of hu~an rig h~s and reforms in El 
sa:va dor . T~ is i s t he date ?residen~ ~~a~an 

tc officially certify progress in ~hese t~o 
military aid to conti~ue t o flo~ tc El 
l' cvember 3 0, 1953 , President Reagan v-:::toed 

~ould r~cve ~a c 

a::-cas for L'.S. 
Salvado r. On 

1-=gislation to 

continu e the c ertif ication requirement in 1984. 

The Secon d Ses sion of t h e 98 th Con gress ~ill convene. 

Jan. 8 - Feb. 29 Follo~ing the release of the Kissinger report, the 
administration will probably seek massive additional 
f undi ng f rom Congr e ss for mi litar y and economic aid to El 
Salvador and Honduras. 

!>'.arch 18 -25 Centr al Amer i ca Week 

Jv:arch 25 

April 

The a nnounced date of presidential elections 
Sah·ador. 

ir. El 

The "extended tra in ing exercises" with the Honduran 
mi litary , wh i ch h ave kept 3500-5000 U.S. coIT~at troops in 
Hon duras since November, a r e scheduled to end. ~ill they 
be "exten ded" once a gain? 



• 
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Congres5 arp:ropriated 52' rnillior. for fis=al year 1954 to 
contiri't.le t:-,e covert •:ar against Nicaragua. · 'T'.-.ese f-.:nds 
should run out during tr.is pe=iod. 
adminis~ratior. seek more funds to maintain 
operation against Nicaragua? 

Will the 
its covert 

Nation-Wade Action: You Are Needed Now 

In response to the growing crisis in Central fu"Tlerica, dozens of national 
religious, labor, peace, and tuman rights organizations have called for a 
:.a-cio:-.ally coordinated ... -eek of action: Central A."Tlerica "eek, March 18-25, 
1984. The week ~ill start ~ith thousands of concerned citizens coming to 
~ashington, D.C., to call for peace in Central America. It will end ~ith 

d c zens of local act io~s a~rcss the country. 

Cantral ;..merica ;;eek is being supported ·by the National Council of 
c~.urches, the 'Ka tior,al Labor Corr.mi ttee in Support of Human Rights and 
Democracy in E::. Sa3..v~do:r (wt:ich unites sixteen presidents of natior.al AF:..-cro 
Lrade unions), and several other grouFS, such as the Interreligious 7ask Force 
or: El Salvador and Cer,tral ;..mer ica, 5h~E, the Coalition for a New Foreign and 
~ilitary Policy, Church ~o~en United, 
and the ;. .. -:-.erican Friends Service 
e:-,ci.o:rsers). 

the ~asr.ington Off ice 
CoiTu-r,ittee (see last 

on Latin hmerica, 
page for list of 

T'.".ese groups are callir:g on you and each of their mE::r.b-:::rs t.o: 

• SPEAK OUT agai~st policies and actions that continue to escalate the 
conflicts in Central ;..me:rica and u. s. involve::-lent in t.he regior:; 

• LEh.R~ ;nore skills in organizing by 
SE:::-.ir.ar fo:r h.ction on Central J..;nerica, 

attending the ~ational Training 
in ~ashing~on, or. March 19; 

• :RLSPOtrn to the witness for peace and justice for the Central A."7\erican 
people by participating in the National Religious Convocation for Peace 
in Central ~..merica, on ~arch 19, in ~ashington; 

• JOIN with citizens across the nation to ask our national legislators to 
e~d U.S. intervention in Central h.~erica on the National Day of Advocacy, 
March 20, in Washington; 

• ORGANIZE rallies, teach-ins, educational forums, 
services, processions, or other corr~unity events to 
for peace in Central America, March 22-25. 

vigils, 
publicize 

worship 
the need 



Building For Central America Week 

The Reagan ad.'T1inistration will be makir.g a series of announcements 
regarding U.S.-Central ;.meri ca policy during 2'anuc.ry and February. Use these 
c.nnouncE::~ents - L~e questions they raise, the debates they s~ark - to build 
mo!7le:-. twr. for Central Ar.1E::r ica week, March 18-: 5, 1984. 

~ 

;..s al,,.;ays, one of the best ;;ays to cm.i:riter the administration's 
rrotestations that its policy is working is to call for a "reality check" on 
Ce:-,tral .h,"nerica: .in b::itt !-.c:r..an life ar,d dollars, the ccsts are too high. 

The Kissinger Re.port on Central America 

On .:.ugust 10, 1982 , President Reagan appointed the t:ational Bipartisan 
Cc·r.-ur.ission on C:e!>tral ;...,-r,-=rica "to investigate and reco::-,r:-.. :::id a :ned i-~r:-:- and 
long-range poli cy" for 
::.·-=-gion . The co::imission is 

the Ur,i ted 
headed by 

release its rE::ports on January 8, 1984. 

States 
nE:nry 

rtgordi.r-~9 

Kissinger 
its relations to t he 

an d i s sched~led to 

;...·hi le the c e; ;,-_e:it of the Kissinger r.::por t has yet t.o be revea lec , its 
concl'.lsio::.s .. .-ill 77•0St likely follm.• this outline: 1) c.c •:..-,'J....-le dge ttat ;:.cverty 
c.nd economic a:id social in justice are the root ca~ses of unrest in Central 
;._--:-.erica; 2) r-::co=".::-.end c. ::iult1-billion dollar economi c pr0gram for the next 
5-10 years, inc luding bilateral and multilateral aid, private foreign 
invest::.ent, trade concessions, and rr.assi ve infusions of Economic Support Funds 
(a category of U.S. bilateral security assistance); and 3) protect this 
economic program by providing a U.S. security shield in the form of increased 
military c.id, equipment, and advice over the next 1-3 years. 

Tr,e justifi cation of " - security shield" to protect u.s. economic aid has Q 

been used by the :Reagan administration for the past 2 1/2 years. J.,.s the 
"reality check" below indicates, such a policy has done little to stop 
r epression, let alone promote economic recovery or democratic 
institution-bui:ding. 

In an artic le analyzing the probable repercussio:is of the Kissinger report, 
the WASHINGTO!\ POST reported: "Analysts outside t he [U . S] government said 
greatly increased military assistance might or might not hasten an enc to the 
fighting [in Central lv."nerica), but it wou l d be guaranteed to escalate 
tensions, distort further the warped economies of the area and discourage 
private investment that the region desperately needs." ( 11\P, 12/1 2/83) 

There can be no succes sful economic reconstruction of Central America while 
,,.;ars rage throughout the region. Increase d military aid only exacerbates the 
conflicts. A just and lasting peace can be concluded only through the active 
encouragement, participation, and promotion of negotiated political 
settlements. 

3 
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Central America: A Reajity Check 

Tne Reagan administration has inves-ted S 1. 395 billion in El Sal'\.·ador, 
i-ionduras, and Guatemala in bilate.ral aid alone. For the past two years, 
a:lrr.inistration spokesmen have stated that the aim of U.S. milita:::-y aid is to 
provide "a security shield" behind which economic development and democratic 
i~stitutions can be built. President Feagan used the argument in his April 
27, 1983, speech before the Joint Session of Congress. 

But since the Reagan administration took office, the situation in Central 
;,.,-;,.:;::: i ca has gone from bad to wor se. T'.-l e r e c.li ty is a nigl":n:.rr.are. 

EL S.r...LVADOR: 

• 

• 

• 

In the 
37,882 

.rast f o ur y e ars, ti> e Sal ·::: doran Cattolic Church has doc·u.,,,.:::nted 
civilian s murdered b y off icial government forces and allied 

right-wing paramilitary groups. 

From January to October i~ 8 3 

same forces: an average rate 
e:l ~ne, 4,651 civilia~s ~ere Y.illec by those 
o f e ver 100 murders per ~eek. 

~espite the 
s c;:-.;ads, in 
c1v:.lj,_ans . 

Reagan administ:::-ati or1' s recent protests over murders by death 
a t yFical mon t h (Gctober 1983) death squads murde r ed 88 
Of f icial u:-ii:for~.ed ;.. r:ny a ;i d s ecurity forces murdere d 353 

civilians, f our times as !'.a r,y as t h e de ath squads' killings. 

• The ~psurge in deatt-squ ad activity in 1983 indicates a rene~al in 
political killings of targette d labor leaders, carnpesino . leaders, 
:::- eligious and r efu gee workers, a nd Chris ti an-Democratic politicians. 

• 468, DOC Salv:.do r ans displaced by the violence have been give n the 
protection of the Catholic Church and live in" refugee camps inside El 
Salvador; 244,500 Salvadorans are refugees in Mexico and other Central 
,z._.11erican cour1 tr ies. Together they account for 23. 6% of the entire 
population. None of these 23.6% is eligible to vote in elections. 

• 8 U.S. civilia n s and 1 U.S. s e rv i ceman ~ave been murde red in El Sc.lvador . 
All o f their c ases r emain unsolved. 

• There are no democratic institutions, no freedom of press, no !reedom of 
assembly, and no function i ng judicial syst em. 



• ... .. t.:ie ;::.a.st t:-1ret years, darr\a~E: -:rorr, ~ht Ci\'ll · .. :ar l_~ E~ s=.:..·~ .. ado~ Is 

reads, brid9es, and po~er lines ~as cos~ al~ost S1 billion. ~cccrd~ng to 
the ~orld Bank, per capita income has fal:er. 35~; S40G rri:lio~ leave the 
country in capital flight each year; anc for~ig:: excnange goes :argely tc 
buy food for the army and to purchase military equipment. 

Hcnduras has not 
characterizes all 
developing. 

)",ad the same 
its neighbors. 

history of violer.t repression which 
Unfo!t.unately, some ominous trends are 

• Ir. 1~82, four civilians ~ere m~rdered by death ~~~ads; in 1983, there 
were 45 suc'r. murders (Jan.-Oct.). Eig~ty Hond·.rrans have "disa~peared" 

si:-ice 1~81, according to the Cor..r..ittee of ti-:e Families of tr,e 

• ncnd-..i:-c.n le.bar and peasant r:-.ove;;-.ents are aro.ong the stror1gest in Central 
;._,T.er i ca, ca,;:.able of carrying development projects and laying the basis 
for p c. aceful, democratic change. Death 8q:-.:ads have particularly 
targetted labor and peasant leaders. 

• nonc ·..1::-as is the poorest country in Central .t_me:r ica, 
infant mortality rate and the lowest life expectancy. 
b~cc~2s e~en more ~ilit~rized, fewer resources will 
edd::-ess i~s s~rious ec0n6rnic and social problems. 

with 
As 

be 

the highest 
the country 

available to 

• hcccrding to British and Canacian church sources, more than 100,000 
civilians have bee~ murdered by government forces in the last decade. 
7 h ese same sources estimate that there are up to one million internal 
re~ugees and 100,000 more in ~exico. 

• For t~e past year (1983), no 
disaprearances as no human
function in Guatemala. 

figures are available on civilian deaths or 
rights monitoring groups are allowed to 

If a s 2'urce is not cited in text, all huffian rights figures are from 
J..r..ericas · .. :at.ct Conunittee. All refugee figures, ur:::;.ess otherwise r.oL.ed, are 
·frorr. the united Nations High Commissioner on Refugees. The figures are 
received from host countries. The number of refugees from El Salvador living 
in the United States is not included in the above infor~ation. All economic 
figures are from the World Bank. All health statistics from UNICEF and the 
~orld Health Organization. 

5 
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More Military Aid For ~entral America: The Fiscal Year 19~ Supplemental 

Since gaining office, the Reagan ad.'T<i;.i3tra:.: o :r. )-,as es:::alated u.s. milita:-y 
involvement in El Salvador during the first qua.rt.er of (::ach year. Ir:. FE::bruc.ry 
1981, an increase of $25 million was announced which financed the first la~ge 
cont~ngent of U. s. advisors to El Salvador, as well as funding for major 
inc::-·: ases in the amount of U.S. military weapon::-y, S '~~F :.ies, and equipment. 
In :~bruary 1982, the administration sent an additio~al £SS million to furnish 
the Salvadoran military with jet bor..bers, sun-'E::illa;,:::e jet.s, and other light 
aircraft. On March 1, 1983, President ?eagan r(::~cested $110 million in 
adcitior.al rr.ilito.ry aid for El Sc.l·v-ador. :::n eacr, case, t'-c;;se funds were on top 
cf monies already approved by Cor,gress. 

~e believe the pattern will continue in 1984. 

Usir,g tr.e r..0::.2:-,turr. of the Kis2i:,9er :report, the r.-::c.:;a.n aGJ..inistration "'·ill 
ask Congress for significant increases in ·milit.:ry a.nd economic aid. we 
project the re;uest will come in the fi:rst month of the congressio~al 

session. 

The package will focus on El Salvador, although it may include aid for 
Eond-..iras as well. But until such time as the package is formally prese~ted, 

we shall continue to refer to it as "the s~pp:emental", as it will be monies 
in addition to the S64.8 million Congress has already approved for military 
aid to El Sal~ador for fiscal year 1984. 

It ~s .:rc~nd tris s~pple~ental request 
detated during the first six months of 
the sup;:lemental t'.°;at votes will oscur in 
Congress as a whole. 

that Cer.tral America policy will be 
~98~. It is on the amount of funds in 

cong::-essional committees and in the 

Public and cor.oressional displeasure with Keasa.n's ~olicy will be measured 
by how much or little of the President's sup_::::emen~al request is ultimately 
approved by Congress. 

But no matter what happens, 
will be an escalation of U.S. 
Salvador. 

the supplemental - wh atever form it may take 
involvement in the region, especially for El 

A successful Cer.tral America Week is critical to break the m0~entum of the 
Kissinger report and to defeat the supplemental. 



The Hidden Costs of U.S. Military Action in Central America 

Charts of U.S. aid 
to Central hmerica are 
deceptive. It is a 
sirr.ple matter to 
a:icu..'nent ho1o: r..-Jcr. rncney 
Congress allcts to 
Central ;._TT1erica in its 
annual foreign aid 
decisiocs (see box "U.S. 
J..ic t.o Cent!"al 
;._mer i ca" ) . But in the 
case of Central ;...J'.erica, 
those fig~res are 
:'"C.fidly DC- ·:·_:,;;.i!.g the tip 
of the iceberg: It's 
~hat you can't see that 
rocks the balance in 

The puzzle of 
"hidden" rnor.ies is 
never easy to solve. 
Often, its "solution" is 
nothi~g nore than 
g~e£s e s, e sti~ates, or a 
list of ~u~stions 
without answers. 

Tr.e covert -....-c.r 
c.gai~st ~icaragua is a 
case in point. Since 
the amo·c..."lt of fu:,ds is 
classified, media 
reports and allusions to 
the funds ~ade by 
r..er..bers of Congress 
become the data on which 
~sti~ates are made. A 

conservative estimate of 
the funding for the u.s. 
covert operation against 

U.S . AIP TO CE~TRAL Afl!ERJCA 

COSTA RICA 1980 

'] . t 1 M1 1 ary 
2 Developroent 

Econ. Support funds ... 
Total 

EL SALVAOOR 

l'\i litary 
nevelopment 
fcon. Support Funds 

Total 

"4ili tary 
Develupment 
Econ. Support Funds 

Total 

HONDURAS 

lolilitary 
Development 
Econ. Support Funds 

Total 

PANAMA 

"'ilit&ry 
Development 
Econ. Support f~~dE 

Total 

0 
13.5 

0 

13.5 

fi. 7 
43 .1 

!I. 1 

0 
7.7 
0 

7.7 

4.0 
45.8 

0 

49.8 

.3 
1.0 
0 

1.3 

Cin millions of dollara) 

1981 

• 1 
11.4 

0 

11. 7 

35.4 
:n.3 
44.9 

0 
9.1 
0 

9.1 

a.9 
25.6 

0 

34.5 

.4 
&.6 
0 

9.0 

1982 

2.1 
11.5 
90.0 

103.6 

82.0 
39.5 

115.0 

236.5 

0 
8.1 

10.1 

lll. 2 

31.2 
31.1 
36.8 

1983 

2.8 
19. l 
82.0 

103.7 

181. 3 
48.1 

i.co.o 

269.4 

.2 
12.5 
lf.4 

2!.9 

37.3 
35.1 
48.0 

1984 

2.1 
15.0 
70.0 

67 .1 

64.8 
38.0 

120.0 

222.8 

0 
13.0• 

0 

13.0 

41.0 
32.0 
40.0 

99.l 120.4 113.0 

f>.1 
11.6 

0 

16. 7 

5.4 
10.0 

0 

15.4 

5.5 
11.1 

0 

16.e 

1 - Military eid is tloe ~otal amount of fundE in the cstegorie& 
of International Military Educat:ior, and Training ( IHET), 
Foreign ~ilitary Sale6 (fMS) credit&, and Military 
As6i6tance Progre..a-, ('\AP). 

2 -

. -
Development Aid is fundE for economic projects sdmini6tered 
by the Agancy for In,ernationel Develop111ent (A.I.D.) of 
the Slate Ptr&rtmtnt. It does not include fWld& for 
P.L. 480 food assistance. 

These funds must be admini~tcred ~y private voluntary 
organi~ations, not A.I.D. 

fY 1980-82 figures are actual&. FY 83 and 84 are the BJ110unts 
appropriated by ConEress as of November 18, 1983, in the case 
of n 84 by ineans of continuing resolution on appropriations. 

Nicaragua is $73 million, for the period of March 1982 - June 1984 
($19 million in FY 82, $30 million in FY 83 and $24 million for 
FY 84). 

'The real labyrinth exists in Honduras: 

• In order to adhere to a limit of only 55 U.S. advisors in 
the Pentagon established a Regional Military Training Center 
the Atlantic coast of Honduras a.t Puerto Castilla, staffed 

El Salvador, 
(CREMS) on 
by 100-125 

7 
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r.s. rril:~ary advisors. Ttis base is Gai~:~ ~er the ~rai~ing of 
rapi~-reaction battplions for the Salvadoran ~~:i:ary. ~t~le fart of the 
funding for the base (as well as the U.S. ~i ~ itary personnel and staff 
stationed on it, and the transp~rtatior. of Sal~ad0~a~ troops to and from 
it) is included in the military aid allot~ents for El Salvador and 
Honduras found in the foreign aid bill, clearly not all the costs of such 
an operation can be met from these monies. ~~at is unclear at this point 
is the total cost of the base and all the 5ources of its funding. 

• The U.S. 'has run several joint military rr.c:.neuvers i.:ith the HondUYan armed 
forces. In 1982, the largest of these ... :as Big Pine I which lasted six 
weeks and involved 2,000 U.S. combat troops. 7he Pentagon states that 
the exercise cost SS million. 

• Big Pine II, the current "extended training exercise", is keeping 
3SOc-:.c1 00 u. s. corr.bat troops in Honduras from Ncverriber 1983 through ~arch 
19E4. T!;e .;;xe:rcise is four ti;r-.es the dJ.rati en a:-id more than dcubl<e ":.he 
personnel of Big Fine r. The Pentagon cites 524 million as the price tag 
of Big Pine II. It is unclear what is included and what is excluded from 
that figure. 

• As part of Big Pine II, u.s. troops and e~si~eers have "modified and 
le:-.·gther,ed" two existing !ionduran airfields C.:o;:·proximate cost, $7- 13 
million), built six new landing strips to accor.~·nodate C-130 transport 
Fla~es and other light jet aircraft, established a military hospital to 
care for ever 1,000 ~ounded, and cc~structed two radar bases along the 
:.;ondu.ran-Kicaraguan border. Setting aside the questionable purposes of 
such activity, there are no answers as to the cost of any of this 
construction. 

• In August and Septerr~er, 1983, two aircraft carriers, one battleship, and 
fourteen escort ships were stationed off the ?acific and Atlantic coasts 
of Central A.r..erica. ::::ncluded in this flotilla were 140 jet i.;arplanes and 
16,500 officers and crew. The Center for "Defense Information, a 
~ashington-based research group, estimates that it costs $1 million per 
day to operate just one aircraft carrier. The Fe~":.agon testily replies 
that the costs of the naval operation have nothing to do ~ith Central 
hJnerica policy as the ships "would have to be some;.;riere." 

• The u.s. has also been running regular 
Nicaragua. Most of those flights originate 
in Panama. No price tag here either. 

surveillance overflights of 
at the U.S. Southern Command 

One ~s left with a lot of questions. 
undesignated monies in the exercise 
appropriations, no clear accounting of 
all of this costing the U.S. taxpayer? 

While the maneuvers are paid for out of 
fund of the Department of Defense 

costs has yet occurred. How much is 

To answer part of that question, congressional committees have asked the 
General Accounting Office to check all u.s. expenses and projects in Honduras. 
A comprehensive report from the GAO is expected in the first quarter of 1984. 

Clearly, the bottom line is that the cost of U.S. involvement in Central 
America is far greater than Congress and the American people have been told. 



Say uNor to U.S. Intervention: A National Pledge Drive, January-March 

To respond to the escalation that an increase in U.S. military aide would 
represent, a national pledge and petition drive has been launched to 
demonstrate p~blic concern over the threat of U.S. escalation ~n Central 
Arr.erica. Since petitions and pledges must •be presented dramatically in order 
to be taken seriously by legislators, the drive will culminate during Central 
America week when constituents will personally deliver the pledges and 
petitions to 'their Senators a~d ~epresentatives in ~astington. 

• Gather sigr,atures in your cor:-... r:;unity at all public events, meeting places 
c.nd cor.r..uni ty events (use the fledge as a :r.:::.ss -petition). 

• Ga"t'.-ier the si9.:-,c.t·1.1res of local opinior,-r;;a).;e.rs (e.g. city, county and 
state officials, religious and corr~unity leaders, etc.) on individual 
pledge sheets. ('Take the wording of the pledge/petition a...'1d transfer it 
o;,to on-=-page i;idivid-..ial pledge forms. Local leaders sign the i:;cividual 
;:lt-cge ••i th their r,c.me, title/position, address and date of si5r.ati.lre.} 

• h"t- a local press cor,ference, annou.'1ce the r.ames of those opinion-rr.akers 
who signed individual pledges and the nunber of citizen sig-:;atures 
gc.-:'.-".ered from your pledge drive right before you leave for :.;ashington. 
Let your local u-.edia ;.:;;ow t!;at y ou are "taking your town" to Washington 
to ::top t:. s. ir;':erver.t.ion in CE:r1tral America. 

• Bring t h ree copies of all completed individual pledges and petitions to 
v:c.shington, on March 20th, for the i;ational Day of Advocacy (one for your 
~epresentative and one for each Se nator). 

• Keep anot:her copy for use by your own organization 
upcoming events and for local fund-raising mailings). 

(announcements of 

If you are unable to come to ~ashington on March 20, please send your 
completed pledges and petitions to another group in your state who will be 
sending a delegation. If you do not know of anyone in your state who intends 
to particiFate in the National Day of Advocacy, contact the Coalition for a 
~ew Foreign and Military Policy (202-546-8400) for the name of a contact 
person in your state (call after March 1st). 

9 



Lcx:a I C<'n net: 

Pledge for Non-intervention in Central America 

\X7e, the undersigned, pledge support for negotiations, not military escalation, in Central America. 

\X,.e share the concerns of the American people that American soldiers not be committed to fight and die 
in Central America. 

\X'e urge our Se;>atc·r~ and Represent.ati,·es. by voice and vote, to: 

• OPPOSE any ad.:litional mi1itary aid to Central America 

• H.A.L T CLA.~supp-:irttd attacks again.st NiGJ<agua 

• OPPOSE direct U.S. military intervention-bombing, shelling or ground combat-in El Salvador or 
Nicaragua. 

1"AME ADDRESS/ CITY !STA TE/ZIP 



Central America Week 1984 

.~C\DAY, ~'..hRCH 19: NATIONAL TRJ..INING SE,...'.ll\J-.F F:•F. 

ACTION ON CENTRAL AMERICA 

An all-day training session will offer over 7: ~orksr.cps on more 
dozen different organizing skills and issue: pertinent to work 

ttan two 
on Central 

h.me;ica. workshops will range from buildin~ state-~ide networks on Central 
America to local delegation visits with your Mer.~ers of Congress, from ballot 
initiatives to canvassing, from local media work to coalition-building with 
hispanics, st~dents, blacks, and women. 

workshop leaders will be local organizers w~o have been particularly 
successful at or~anizing carr.?ei gr.s and experts from r.aticnal religious, labor, 
and ~~ma~ rights organizations. 

7~e ~ational Training Seminar will be from 
registration begi:-.ning at 8: 30 am, on March 19, 

is not yet confir~·ed and will be .annatmced in 
Coa:::.ition for a ;~e .... · Foreign and Military ?olicy 
1st. 

9:30 am to 5:30 pm, with 
in ~ashington, o.c. The site 

fwtere wailings or contact the 
(202-546-6400) af~er February 

~e encourage as ~any Feople as possible to at~end the National Training 
s~~i~ar. Ho...,ever, it is not a prerequisite ~o ~articipating in the Tuesday 
~-:c. tio:-:al Day of r.dvocacy .. ...,e understand ttat ;-iot many people can be in 
~ashingc.o~, c.c., for two days. We have provided a pre-registration coupon 
!or t~e ~ational Training · Se~inar on the back ~age. If you intend to 
particir.ate, pleEAse return it to us so t!",at we can better gauge: the number of 
~raining packets we ~ill need to prepare. Deadline for preregistration is 
?I.arch 2. 

MO~Wh Y EVEKING, !"-'-.RCH 19: NATIONAL RELIGIOUS 

co;~VOCATION FOR PEACE IN CENTRAL AMERICA 

A national interfaith service to pray 
held Monday eve~ing, in ~ashington, D.c., 

for peace in Central America will be 
at 7:30pm, (site to be announced). 

The worship service will give witness to the fact that the lives of the 
Central American people are a testimony of the world's struggle for peace with 
justice. Inspirational readings by national Catholic, Jewish, and Protestant 
leaders, as well as gospel choirs and Central American music will be included 
in the service. 

11 
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OF CQ)';::;Ess ~,

... ·-· 

:he ~atior.al Religious Convocation is designed for you: to bring moral, 
spiritual, and emotional support to the individuals and gro~ps ~ho ~ork every 
day to end U.S. intervention in Central America and to bring peace to the 
people of the region. 

:.ike c.r.y religious service, this one is open to the Fublic. Local ~·-r oups 

a~d individuals are encouraged to ask their Eer.ators and ~epresentatives to 
accompc.ny them to this worship service to pray for pEace in Central J;_.1.erica. 

• ;.,~,~,roe.ch individ\.lals or groups in your c0:r .... 11unity v.-hich have a personal, 
political, or professional relation with your Member(s) of Congress 
(~.c.). hsk them to participate in the Central America week events in 
;;a.::1-:i:->gtor,, on March 19 and 20. If they accept, urge them to ir,vite the 
~.c. to at.t.e:nd t.r.e :;atio;-,al Religi o us Convocation to add tr,eir f'rayers 
for peace in Central ~merica. 

• Frorr.ine:nt local relis.:.ous <:nd/ or OLher cc-:r.r::-..mity leaders .,.-ho c.lr;:;ady plan 
to e:.tLE:nd t:-1e ;.;asJ-,i:,gtor. events c an j o intly extend an ir.vi tat:io;-, to your 
Co~gresspersons to join them at the National ~eligious Convocation. 

• Organize a delegatjon of c oncerned citi zens and sch~dule a ~eeting with 
your ~eFresenta~ i ve an~ Se~ators, at their local offic~s, dur~~g Jan~ary 

or February. Part of the discussion for that visit is to re~~~st the M.C. 
to a c cc:r.f'any you to the National :Religious Co:-,-vcce:tion for- Ft:ace in 

Central .?.rr.er i ca. 

F :ec.se remember, this is no time to forget our friends in C:cngress. If you 

noce:ive a commitment from one or more of your M.C. 's, please inforrr. the 
Cca2.iLion for a New Foreign and Military Policy (202-54E-E400) or world 
Fe:ace~akers (contact Beth Graybill or Doug Tanner, 2Q25 ~assach~setts Avenue 
N~, Washir.gton, o.c. 20036; 20 2 -265-7582). 

TFC:S:iAY, !".ARCH 20: NJ..'rI (lt; .?>..L DAY OF ADVCJC.l-.C.Y Qt-; CENTRJ..L ~ERICA 

~he aim of t h e National ~ay of Advocacy is to bring at l e ast 2000 concerned 
citiz ens to ~ashington, to meet wi th t h e i r national legi s lators on the issue 
of U.S. policy towards Central America. The timing of the event could not be 
be t ter chosen for an effective and dramatic impact on Congress, as the debate 
over · sending more military aid to the region will be just beginning. 

The series of events on March 20th is self- contained, and does not depend 
on its participants' atte ndance at the p r evious day's ~ational Training 
Seminar. It is on March 20th that the larges t number of people is expected to 
be in Washington. 



S-:O C - ~i:3C 1. ~·. r-'• 

!\ ·:JO!\ - 1: 00 ?M: 

1:00 - 5:30 PM: 

LegiElat:ve briefings at d~!fe~e~t :eicc.tions 0Ii. 

Hill for participants in the cay's activities. Groups 
will asse:r-.ble between S:OG and S:30 arr. at C.-=s:;:-,c.ted 
sites, identified by the state in ~hich the pc.rticipants 
live (e.g., all people from G~io will gather at o~e site, 
all Oregonians at another). To find out where your state 
will assemble, contact the C0alition for a New Fore:gY. and 
Military Policy ( 202-5469-3~00) c.fter March 1st. Eri ef in gs 
will cover information on the current debate in Congress 
on Central America, the positions of your state's Se~ators 
and Fep:-esentatives, how to "lobby" your ?-:o2r..h.;;rs of 
Congress effectively, and any other questions participants 
may have about the day. This is the place where the 
petitions from the entire state will be collected. 

I-. ~ally for ?-:;ace in Central _?,r;,erica on the steps of the 
u.s. caritol. This event will be organized by the National 
Labor CO'.:'JT.ittee in Support of liuman Rights and Democracy 
in El Sal~ador ., which cnites 16 presidents of ~ational 

F-..FL-ClO trade ur.ions. ~:c, ti on al lc,bor, civil rights, and 
religicus leaders will speak on U.S. policy towards 
Ce:;tral h.."71erica. Music y;i ll be provided by preiminent 
artists. 

Meetings with your Senators and ~epres~~~atives. All 
appoir.trne::-its wi ti": your legislators need to be ::-.ade by you 
or your ~oup. Contact the appointments se~r~~ ary in the 
~ashington, o.c., off i ce of your legislator. ~~ke your 
call for an appoint~ent after February ist, bu~ no later 
than March 5th. Inform the appointme~ts secretary 
approxi~ately how many people you ~ill have in your 
delegation so that he or she can arrange for an 
appropriately large room. Remember, you want to meet with 
your Senator and Representative, not just an aide. It is 
not your worry that the legislators will be receiving 
dozens of phone calls for appo intments on March 20th. 
Leave your name and phone number (or that of your groups' 
contact person) with the a? pointments secretary in case 
you m~st be reached about cor.solidating your appointment 
with another group' s . Ee sure to call again to reconfirm 
your appointment be twe en March 5 and 14. (At the morning 
legislative briefings, some groups may d~cide to 
consolidate their appointments, especially if one group, 
for example, has an appointment with the legislator and 
another group does not.) 

13 
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:c:-;;:~G YC.'Ji'. Tu\>.~ TO "lo;'ASHINGTOK TO KICK OFF CE ~::-;v..:. i-XSF.ICh WEEK 

Crganizing for the national kick-off events of Cer.tral America Week is as 
ae:-:-.anding a task as preparing for any other national demonstration _in 
~csr.ington, D.C. For the events on March 19 and 20 to be successful, you will 
r.eed U.e involvement of your community's churches, labor groups, students, and 
oU,er c:o:ru-:»uni ty groups. 

~itt events on two consecutive days, participants will be leaving from your 
ccnr:-.uni ty for Washington at different times. For the events on ~arch 19th, 
c·r<?c.n.izE:d carpools and van rentals should meet t.'":E: r;eeds of most co::Lr..uni ties. 
now.:ever, in several cities -..;e understand tl-,at grc·1..:ps wi 11 be organizing buses 
to :eave on Monday, March 19, in order to bring participants to the Kational 
~El~~iC~8 Co~vocation. 

To bring people from your community to the -;:ational Day of Advocacy, on 
~arch 20th, charter buses and van rentals are generally the most 
c<)St-eff ecti ve forms of transportation. Eo·~·ever, for large groups ( 50+), you 
r.,ig)-,t ask a travel agent to investigate group rates on train and airline 
services. Depending on timing, you can sometimes find a bargain. 

J-.11 _::,articipants in the March 20 National Day of Advocacy must be in their 
s~c.te's Jegislative briefing no later than 9:30 arr.. 

for those people who will need acconunodations Monday evening, information 
o~ ~c~els, hostels, and other lodging may be obtained from: The ~ashington 
cc,:-.ve::'L:.or. and Visitors J-.ssociation, 1575 "I" Street 1'."'it.', 'V\ashington,D.c. 20005 
1202-729-1000). For large groups, we again encourage using a t~avel agent to 
seek special group rates -and we urge you to make reservations early. 

·..,·:-,at about those people who simply cannot come to ~ashing't.on7 For people in 
your corr~unity who support these actions but cannot a't.tend them, organize a 
"p'.'ione:-in" to your legislators' offices on 1-:arch 20th. Tr.eir phone calls -.;ill 
arrive in "lo;'ashington as your group meets with their legislators. Also 
~ncourage them to sign the national petition and to attend the local events 
you are ho1ding at the end of Central America Week. 
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~'....J...F..Cli 22-25: LOO.L hCTIO~S FOR PH.CE I~ CE~~T~3:.l. ;..r~ERICJ.. 

Central America Week is built arour;d the fo..i.rth anniversary of the death of 
Salvadoran Archbishop Oscar Romero, who was assassinated while saying ~ass in 
San Salvador on March 24, 1980. 

Across the nation, organizers use the March 24 date to hold large and 
dramatic events focusing on Central hmerica. The focus of the second ~alf of 
Central ~~erica ~eek, therefore, is on lo~l actions. Fallies, teach-ins, 
vigils, processions, and worship services are being or~anized to ~cucate local 
carrJiluni ti es and publicize tr.e need for peace in Ce:r,tra:. f:._me:r ica. 

Beca~sE: e:ections are scheduled in El Salvador for ~arch 25th, as well as 
the fact that 1984 is an election year in the United States, teach-ins on the 
R:E:h.LITY of Central h.zr,er ica and the costs of U. s. ·policy t.o..-ards t:'Je re-gion 
are an especially goo d idea this year. Ca~pus teach-ins ar~ best held on 
1--0--2 .•:::ays (vi-2C:1esday or :'h u:::-sday), comrrn.:.nity teach-ins on Sa~'.lrdays, and 
worship services on Saturday evening and Sunday. 

T!-ie :r:-.terreligious :-c:sk Force on El Salvador and Central America has 
,t:'.-re;:.;:;red a s2ecial 1 esource packet on Central America week for use by local 
orc:ar-:izers. PacJ<ets are 53. OD/each and r..ay be ordered from the IRTF, Room 
E33, 475 Riverside Dr., ~Y, NY 10115; 212-870-3383). 

I~IT:A'I I!\G E'' DOP..SERS OF CE!\':'!U·.L ;._11EfUCA V."'EE1C 1984 

;..gr ic'J.l tural Xis~i o:-:s /l\a t ional Council of Churches; A:nerican 
C.S.I-.. ; A,":":erican Friends Service Committee; Church of the 
~0men United; Clergy and Laity Concerned; Coalition for a 

Baptist Churches, 
Bret~ren; Church 
New Foreign and 

~ilitary Policy; Fellowship of Reconciliation; Interr~ligio~s Task Force on El 
Salvador and Central ;..rr.erica; Lutr,eran Church in ;..r..erica; ~aryknoll 

Si~t:.ers/Office of Social Concerns; Medical Missions Sisters/Sector North 
.::..merica; !·~e thodi st Federation for Soci al ;;ct ion; National 1-.sserr.bly of 
~eligious ~omen; ~ational Council of Churches of Chr~st/U.S.A.; National 
E:: ·.i."'Tlenical Student ~i ovment; National Labor Comrnitte in Support of Burr.an Rights 
and Democra cy in El Salvador; National Office of Jesuit Social ~inistries; 

?resbyt:.erian C!'"Jurch (U.S.A.); Relig ious Task Force on Cent:ral fu"71erica; 
$ecret:.ariat for Hispanic Affairs of the U.S. Catholic Conference; Sisters of 
Mercy of the Union; Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace; Sojourners; Unitarian 
0 niversalist Association of Churches; Unitarian Universalist Service 
Cor.~ittee; United Church of Christ; United Methodist Church/Board of Church 
a nd Society; United Me thodist Church/ Board of Global Ministries-Women's 
Division; u.s. Catholic Mission Association; ~ashington Office on Latin 
fu"'Tlerica; World Peacemakers. 

JS 
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~j~:t:0nal Endorsers 

~~ericans for Democratic Action, Chirstian Church (Disciples of 
C~irst)/lnternational Human Rights Program, Council on Hemispheric ~ffairs, 
i:•E:7•0cratic Socialists of ;.merica, Friends COITu'ilittee on 1\ational Legislation, 
G~ate~ala Scholars 1\etwork, Institute for Food and Development Policy, 
Ir.t.er-Corr.;;-,~'1i ty Center for J:.lstice and P.:oace, Mothers and Others i'.:gainst the 
[·raft, ~a tional '.~et work ir. Solidarity with the ~-i cc.raguan People, NET..:ORK (;, 
Catholic Social Justice Lo~by), ~etwork in Solidarity with the People of 
Gt:ate~.ala, Ci>:f.;..."'. .:..merica, religious '?ask Force/ !-'.-::;biliz.ation for Survival, 
t:-.iverside Churct L:·.:sc.rr:.c.:ne!1t ?re-gram, S7"1"E, U.S. Co:ru..ittee in Solidarity i..-ith 
the ?eople of El Salvador, v.s. Student Ass ociaton. 

~------~~---~---~---~----~~~~-~-----~-~--~-~-~ I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

YES! I want to stop U.S. Escalation in Central .z..,-;-,erica. 
I plc.r, to participc.te in Central hrnerica ~eek 1984. 

Preregistrat.ion for 
Mo~day, March 19. 

: \.:ill 
~~~r;Oay 

the 
evening, March 19. 

Training Seminar, 

Reli g j C•'..:s Co:-. v~cation, 

I / we will be orga~izing to bring o~r to~n to ~as~in9ton, 
D.C., or. March 20. 

I / we will plan local actior.s during the second half of 
C-=nt..ral ;.:..er:.ca ;.\eek. we are con~idering holding a 

I ~now t hi s work t..akes money. Enclosed is a 
contribut ion of S 

Please send me more information on Central America 
~eek as it is produced so that I may use it in our 
local efforts to mobilize our community. Thank you. 

City/State/Zip~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-Phone( 

Ma ke all checks pc.yable to: The Coalition fo r a New 
Policy, 120 ~a.ryland Ave., NE, Washington, D.C. 20002 

Foreign and Military 
202-546-8400). 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

-----~-------------------------~------------~ 

For 
more 

-. ' or ma tron 
co""tac~ 

COALITION 
Tht- Cc--a•••':'r· u.,il t-~ :-i~!·~'r•t• rr·~·(">.J~ 1aL ... · , .,.. .._. o"C"' a-...: ...... ·d ,-. ,.-i-r 

c-.~/l"l.: bt•t 1 ~!'- .. CV""-'ng to· ~ :'t'o<eu ~·~ ..... ~ ... r-.. ... ,.. ~ JI" '·~· a·· .;..; .. - . . ~-.ice 

~ ~ 1C·1t"'9,. PQl•C'\ 
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·.,· ;-, i c :-, v: i 11 join tho~sands of congre~a~icns ' ' c..nc co::-.rr:ur.i ties in a we~k of ~orship, 

--: 

.. ::.. ::-

. _.; '":., 
*'· _._ - ~ 

of 

cct..£ er 

~~her ~oca: ~=~ivities durin~ ~~e v.:eek ~ill incl~de (list so~e a~d a~ta~~ 
~c:-~-:::- Ct.:le o: E.·.:e:r;tE to p::-ess :::-e: :£: =.se.) 

o::- ~·12ota ti.c:r-~s frorr. 
~~i s ;erso~ sho~ld be clea::-ly identifie~ ~o~~ 

~oa2.s of can be 

Or-: (GB-:.e) lo-:c.l cit.lzenE, inc }u.=.:. n9 ( prc~i_:rient i r~d i·"-iC:.Jal) \.."ill T,..,:-:.·.,r~ l 

t~. ·:?~r:, D .C. :.,..._ -:-·eet "--it!-'.'. (:_-.·cur Ss:-.c. -:..c:- o~ ;..~ ;;·=~ s~::tc t. i .. ,:e) 'to Cis -=~~s 

~ =-:;¢2 cf 8~:~ .:: r.s · .... ~~~c. \.•:ill meet ""'"itr, t!-1ei!'." lec;:£lctcrs cs ;,er~ cf c. 1'~~t.i ,::!'".1a! ::ay· 
c: .~Cvo::ccy : o r : CO. ·::e a~c Justice in Centr a l r~;!s rica.. On the E"',rer:ir1g of !·:c.!.-ch 
19, ·t~-ie:y V."ill c:.-:.e :--: C c ! ·~atior.Lal F.eliqious Cor.vocation at the !'v~'=t.ropolit.ar: ;. .. fri::ar: 
:-: -::trJocist E?isco:::al Church in Washin9~on. This worship service will bring leacers 
cf the rE:lic;ious co:;;m·Jni ty in the U.S. and Ce:-itral A.-nerica to9et.her to pray 
fo:::- _:::,eo.ce a.no j '..lstice. (Your !\.enresentative or Senator) will be attendinc •he - - . .; '-• 

service ~ith the delegation f::-om (your town) . 

It (Q·uote fro:r. a spo:.--:spe:-sor: for t ::e sroup 9oing to 'V'ashinqton discussing 
t h e urge~.cy of the situc.tior. i r: Ce;-,t.ra.l ;...:;;er icc. a.r:d responsibility of U.S. pclicy
r.-ia~:e.r-s.) tt 

Central k~erica ~eek, 
~~-r:;·~s~c- Jr,~c r -~cl~cio• • = - . .. ._ c: • ,_ ._ . ' - - - - ...... _ - is endorse6 by (use f ull 

1984, is b sing co~rdinatec nationally 
T2sk Force on El Salva~or a n d Central 
or partial l ist of endors~rs.) 

- 3 ~.)-

by the t~· 

F .... ""i'ler i cc.. 
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T:-:e pe!"sO:l ye·..: -.:c..;-,t to see 
away and say you ~ill call later 

~i~it is ~st~sr t~a~ ~sli~ering it in Fe!"son. 
~~Y be o~ 6~adline (if shs/he is, leave =ight 
y:•.: wi.11 or-,l:-· alico:-,c.t<E: t::e reporter if yo1

.:. c..re net unce!"st.c.....1ciDS of cea.6.line 
~=~~~~~es) c~ ~ay not be in the office. 

~:-.. e rJc_..-::e£ a:-~~ c:3C.reE:.s~s cf rr1~C.ia contact~ in yc\.lr co::-:::T..:;.it}· y..-·.i ~h \.\·:-io!:'l you. 
~r~ v~rking so t~at we ~a~ ssn6 t~a~ co~ies of a ~atic~z: ?r~ss =s~ea~e. 

6-8 Wteb Bcfoie [\ent Cont.act r-rsom from o:-µni.z.c.· 
tion should send out press inforrr.ation on the event to local 
me.di2 outlets. lr.forrm.tior; included ir. L1.is kit should con
t.ai:1 p~es.s reiezse on the event, b2ckg;ound inforrn2tion on 
the sponsorir.f o~£,ani.z2tion, biop-aphies of key spoke3per· 
~or.s, logos or ar. work that mediz. representztives cc.n use for 
v~'.21.s. A cover letter should be addressed to the media 
rt;·res.en:.c. tives ~··•i:lg th=:n c brief des:ription of the event. 
it.s s:;:.ifi;::zr.c.! c.:::l 2 s'..!gg=~:iv;; the.; you wc-ulG lfre to set up 
2 ;nt.e~i::g !o d!s:u!.S th:: weeks a:tiYities. 

~o~e: Co:-:ti:C!.S for ·p;int rr,edic. are: cl:y ed!1or. re~!£:10n 
e.:i~o~ ~ a5.s '.~~: ::~,t desL. Co:ita:ts fo: bro.adc.:..st 'r~ : ne\Ai'S 

1 Week Before [lent: Follow up on all of your conu:ci:s this 
week to remind them of the weeks activities and to info:;-m 
them o'." any changes tr.at might have occured in scheduiin£. 
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Central America Week 1984 
~~arch 1 8 - 2 5 

G:::::: GE TO NATIONAL EVE~TS: 

It is .critical that people from all over the couT"::.ry be s~rongly urged 
to go to Washington D.C. in ordsr for these national 0vents to be successful. 
Those -.·,'Jo cannot partici;ate directly in the ReligioL.= Corr.rccati::m, Day of 
Advacacy, or Trai~ing Sem~~ar should organize a send-c fE or welccxing-home 
receptio~ for your cc,-=:~~jt~'s delegation. Invite u.~'-'.bers of t:.e p~ess to 
cc-.:er the e-.:e_,ts. Ns"~. :.2:::s of the delegat~on should be "prepared to discuss 
t!:e.2: ~ .: ~_: e:ti~·=s a.n:! .' ... -- :r 2_·-:;2::2~nces. 

Ar: ::.:::..-.:.ay ::.::-ai:-.:..:-.9 s e.s;oion will offer over 75 worlcsbop's on more t..."'"lan two 
::"..: : ::: :-i di ffe::-.:::i~ :- ::-:; ::e :-.izi:-ig skills and issues pertinent to work on Central 
7._-;.-0:· .: :::. ;;.::i:·>:::".:;:; ·,.:: ::::. :::-ange frorr, :!:l~::.::.i:ig sta~e-••ide net,..orks on ::entral 
; .. · -=:: .:. ::a -:.:i : :::: .'O::. .5 2~ .::, :; :i '.:..;.on visits ·,.;:..:.:. your Members of Csn;ress, from ballot 
> . .:. :.i~tives t8 ~~.::-:.:: ss.::..:ig, from local :riedia work to ~oali t.i!:m-building with 
..__:. s~:: 2 :-. :.cs, s ": ·..:.: -:-__ .. i-: s, ::-:a ·:-1-:s, anC -....::::-,-=n. 

The Nati c.r·c.l :':"::. i r: :..ng ~e:r.inar .,.,ill !:>e from 9: 30 i::..!I\ to 5: 30 pm, with 
=-e;i~~rati::.r. :? ·~.:..~~-:~.g a~ 0:30 .am, =,n ~arch 19 1 i!'l t;a~~-::.: ~-:~-n, D .. C. '!1le site 
is not yet c.:- :-:: :.. ::-me d :.:-i d will be :.r:r..ou.."lced in f.:t 1.ire ::.a..:. lir:gs or cor;.~act t..~e 

Ccc.:i.i::icn fc.r :. ~<e·..: F:>reign and Mil:'..tary ? ·::>licy {202-:~:-::.;oo) after Febrl.!ary 

~st. 

19: NATION~.L RELIGIOUS 
I N CENTR~ AMERICA 

: -~~_:<.CH 

.?::'.At:E ·_;·. ·::-. ·· 

A nc.tior.al .:.r:t.erfaith ser-Vice . to pray for-.. peace in Central .America will be. ' ..;" '~"j-..,.~ · 
ne::..d ~~~-~y ever.ing, in V<as~ington, n.c., at7:30pm,· (site to be armounced} • . ' -!S:I~-.: 
This interfaith cele:!:Jration will be an opportunity fer t'.-le religioi.;.s cow::iu- ~:;_:.".' . 

ni'ty to e.xp·res.s cur cc..~on concern f::.>r the destructior:. of ! E.:::-,a..T'l life in Centra1 ;: ~~t· 
A..Ttlerica and to pray :..:_.;:e:t...~er for _:ustice a.'ld pe.ace in t:-~:.t ::-egion. 

=~~rn yoi.:.r co~;=~ ·~a":.i ·:>r.i ·~r co~i!!"~uni ty .. 
....., i th you. 

s~nc a dele gation 

• hpf'!" v ach i:-: ;:.iv i d ·..:..als or ~;:.-.:_;:::s i n your co"~·~:.. ty ;...·'-_i.ch h.:.ve a pe:-sonal, 
pclitisal, or professional relation with your M~~bcr(s) of Congress 
{.M.C.). l-.sk -them to partici?ate in the Cer.tral :-.rr . .::rica i-We~k events in 
~ashi~g~~n, an March 19 and 20. If they acc~pt, ur3e t..~em to invite the 
M.c. to a~tend the National Religious Co~vo=ation to add their prayers _ 
for peace i n Cent=al America. 

• Prc~inent local religious an~lor other community leaders who already plan 
to ~ t te:! C ":he \.-~a rs~.ir-. g-=.on cve n•_:z. c a r. jci •1t.lz .e.At.e:nd an u,-,,-itatiO!'l to your 
Congres s?er~ons to join them at the National :Religious Convo~ation. .,_ ....... _-

• Or gani z e a dele gation Qf concerned citizens and sc~edule a meeting wi th 
your Representative and Senators, at their local off ices, during January . _ 
::>r F e b r 'J.ary. Part of the discussion for t'hat visit is to request th~ M.C. · 
t.o accc~;a.ny you to the -N~tional . Religious Convocation for Peace 1n 
Central h!r.eric a. 

Pl e ase re~~er, this i s no time to forget our friends in Congress. If you 
r~ceive a co~~itment from one or more of your M.C.'s, please inform the 
cc~ li ~ i on f or a New F0 r e ign and Mili t a r y Polic y {202- 546-8400) or World 
::? e:>:- '°::-.a!<:e rs (cc r. 6:.act 'Se t!: Gri:tyb i ll or r:>ouq Tazrne r, 2025 Massachusetts Avenue 
N~, ~a s~ ington, D. C. 2 C C 3 ~ ; 2 02-2 ES-7 :82). 
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~je aim of the ~ational Day of Advocacy is to t~~~c at least 2000 concerned 
c::ize~s to Washington, to meet with their natic~al le;:Elatcrs on the issue 
c: t:.s. policy towards Central America. 'Ihe tir..i:-.~ c'!: t!":e event could not be 
=~~:er chosen for an effective and d=a~atic inpact o~ C~ngYess, as the debate 
c·;;:::- sending more military aid to the region will be just beginning. 

~je series of events on March 20th is self-contained, and does not depend 
c..:: .: ts participants' attendance at the previous day's 'National Training 
= c~::-. .:.::-.ar. It is on March 20th that the lar9est n~T.ber of people is expected to 
~e ~n ~ashington. 

.. " · """ -.,. cj:.~ a=t-i.vities: :·~·=· ~:a:.ional Day cf J\.c·;0ca:::y ;-,as t.i :re:e _ - -

N'.X>li - 1' ~D PM: 

1: 0 ~ - "!'; 3t• ?M' 

:. · ·;· -: · ::~ :. ·:4".. ~:-.:..o:-:.:..::;s a~ :::: : .·: :- "o: :-.t. ::--=~~.::::"'.S on : .~7i.~ol 
.. --- :c.r ;.&rt.:!.c:..;a:-. ~s :.·. :.;e :. :::... 1 s a"=~:.v:-:.i..e5.. Cr-:-~ps 
._·:.:.l ~.s 3 c=..ble :~:.· ... ~~n 3: 0 : e:-.~ ;:3C Lm at !~si;":"'.a~ed 
s.:..t.es, ..:..tent.i!.ie:!. 'by t....""le s-:z~e ir. ·.;!":ich the pa.r4:..i:-!pa.:its 
l.'..ve r_--; . ;., 3 :! ;:~::-~le f:-c:r1 ·:'".io ,,.-;.;_: 9~4:.?'". e:- &t o.~e ~ite. 
:: :.. - .: ..,,;:'I:-_:.:..:-. ~!:":.::.~ .:. :..> _ :- ; . : ·: : _-:: O'..!t w.·:-.ere :f":.'".ll ~:.L~e: 

____ ::.';--:.!::e, : :.: : . ·-~ ::-- :. : ·: - . =:. . ·---=-- ~:J'!"" ! ~ = -= ... · !:-:~ .:. .;-:: a:id 
~-:-~a =!· ?:! ~ cy ~ ::~-~~~-=~ · : ~ ~ !==r ~:~rct is~. 3r i ~!~~~· 
-.·i:l. =':'"ver .::.~!=~- =-:.:...:m o:-. ~.c =·..:.:-!"e:'"l:. :le~a:e ;.:i. .:-:·r:;-::-e&• 
=:::-:.:::-:.:..=.;..;_;:-.;:-!.::a, ":....~.:- ;:.s. ~ ·-:..:· ::s ::.! ~c·.;.:- s-:.a't.-e•s Sc.:,ators 
a:.C: ~ -::..; :-c :£. :-. :.a-_:.·:-::>~ , ~.:J.r ~o .. ::..::-~y" y=::.I ~-=~rs of 
::-: :- ;:- .- ~:. e:f.c-c:.._- -~· =-:·. · ...1 ~ :- :.- · :: :-: ·:1 ~·.:-:::..;:.ic--. s ~.:=..r-:.~.:-.:.;:z...."":.-::.S 
:-: .a:: · ... ::.-.-e ~~ut :.~~ ~~- .. =~- ~s :.s ~~e ;::.~:';:. -·~.e:-e the 
~-c.:.":.:..cns ~rem :.~e -::-.:.~:- -= s:....::~e: ,.,·i!.:- ~ ~:;::e=":.e~. 

1"' Ra:ly !:::.:r ::'-=o::e :.n :~ . .- ;.:..:-~: :~~:-i::A c:: -=!--1£ 5~e;-s cf t-""le 
r .. s. :~:i.t.:il. :-:.--. :z -;. ·· ~.-.:. 1o.·:.::. ~ :;;:-;'-~izcd 'by ":-":: --~ c!-:.i=!' ... al 
:.,..=..: ... ~: : : :-::._::-:~: :. r. ~·-.::::-": ,:,:': ;.:-_::.~. ;::. --:-·~- ~:, .:.:-:.: :- . :-::.~co.Cy 
:.:-. ~: :.;:.: -• .;.~:-:"" , ~· ·:--. • -: .... ..:.- :-_~s iE: ;:;:;:,.::!--:::-. ~s :;f :. c:.i:-~al 
;.._--:-:-::c -:.:-~:!-: ;_-.::-:-.s. ~: z.-:.~=::.e.l :d::x>r 4 civi: =-;~;~s. and 
=~:-;:~~$ l: ~~c=s -:~: :peak on u.s. r~:-~y ~~~~rd& 
:- £- -: =al ;.:..: ~ :.:a. '-: _3_c •::..11 ~ ;.rov.:..!ed ~j- ;:-::-.~:.e:i-::. 

a.=·- -~4:.s. 

~e~~:..:--;-s •·i~h ..,. _ ;:~ : .::.-:. :J'!"£ i:.-"Hi Rep:-e:;e~-:.~:..:-··~s. >-1.l 
.!~p: · _:::..."7--!::1~S ._-;..~!: .:·::..i= :.=;.:s:.a:.::s ~ed 't.O !:.le =~=~ ~y you 
O!'" : ··:..:..r ;-:-c·..:r . :=--· -~ =· ... ~ :-.c 1.;;.c:...:i-:ments sec= ~~~~)- :..:. -:.!le 
..::.;.:. -. .... ____ , ~-:'-, -:;:: .:..:-e ~! your legisla:.or. ~A.k:: your 
=.?.:.: :;r- ~ e.;:p::-:.:.:.-._;·:: ~:~er :~br-"Ja.ry ist, but :.c :~. ~er 
-:.~.ar. ~ch 5~~- : :-.:::~ :.he 4fpoint::a.ents £e==~tary 
~rr==x- -=-a~-!::y ho .. · ~;;..-.1· r.·c?le you will bave i.r. your 
-?-=: -: ;c.•_i.::n 5 o -;'".Cl~ he o: s~e can arrange for an 
11.;-;;:c:_:: . :-.::.a:.to~y : 0 :;;; ::-::;:.. ?~<-=~r, you want tc aeet •ith 
v:== ~:-.ate:- ~ " :. < 7 : _·::"::-_-:a'::ivto, :iot just an ai~. :It is 
;.,~ y~ ·.Jr ·•===: t:-.~t. -:.~.:: :~;:.~:!.--_~=s vill be re.:eiv~g 
:!c .. ~ ~ E ::>f ;;~en~ cc.:..:s ~o~ i-,t:;.- :.· ~;-:.=.~r.u on Karch 20th. 
i.,.ea· . .:e yo'.lr r • .tUi.E: ;?~,.! ;:~ . .:.:-i: :-.. 1.::.:.,,er ~or ~.at cf your g:=oups~ 
co!'!.ta=t; ;>ersc:--~; -.·i -:.h -:.~e z.;p=;,,~':.:2r~t..s secret.Ar)' in case 
you 11r~st be re~ =~, e~ ~:::.c..::. :::::_scl: ~:.in; your eppoir.t::ntont 
•i't.h t?.notJie: qroo.!p' s. Se s-..:.re to =all a;a..in to ~ecocl~ra 
yo·..:.:- app0ii:uner.t > :o ':.•·;o>,;:-. i"'4!"Ch 5 an~ 14. !At. t.>ie _ 111C:::-n!.nv 
le;i£:C&~ve :.rief:..:. ;-s, so111e q:::-o'.lpS zr.ay C.e::id.e to 
ce!:.so!.ida.te t.heir .:...;·t:::.:--~e;'l.t.s, esrt:=ia.~ly i.f one ;rou.p, 
!er exa:;:le, hi!.S ar. <-;:?""-.:...:: =ent wi th '!:he leqisleto:- and 

ano~"ier ;ro;.:p 1::es r.o:.. ) 

F?.!~G YC"JR TO;...~ TO ..,-;..SEINGTON TC ¥!CK OFF C:r::l~T?.AL ,?<Y.Ei<.ICA :..""EEK 

;.:it.~ e·.:e::-:':s :ir. :.-... · :'.) cc-:-.3e--::u<:.ive G.ays, partic:_;;:~.'.'lts will be leaving from your 
.':".:.=--uriity for Y.~c.;::-,i.r:gto:: .c.t diffc:·er.t ti:::.:s. For the e·:~::.ts on March 19th, 
-~r;=.:1iz~d cc.;:-pocls o:-:d van ::-ent.als ;:;".-,c·uld t:'leet the needs of rr.cst c::.;n.·-:-.unities. 
H-: · .. ·ever, in se·:e:-al cities we '-":;c;:;: stand that groups "'·ill be o.:-ganizing buses 

tc leave on H~~day, March 19, in orjer to bring partici~ants to the National 
Religious Cocv~cat!on. 

To bring peo?le from your comm·.mity to the National 
March 20th, charter buses a~d van rentals are 

Day of Advocacy, 
senerally the 

on 
most 

cost-effective forms of transportation. 
~isht ask a travel agent to ir.vest!;ate 

However, for large groups {50+), you 
group rates on train and airline 

Dep~nd.ing on timing, you can F.ometimes find a bargain. 

All participants in the March 20 National Day of Advocacy must be in their 
state's legislative .briefing no later than 9:30 am. 

:. ~ . . ... __ .. :. . 
.... ..... : 

::or those people who will need accor:unodations .Monday evening, information 
on hotels, hostels, ·and other lodginq may be obtained from: The Washington 
Cc, :-:vention and Visitors Association, 1575 "1• Street NW, Washington,o.-c. 20005 
(202-783-7000). For large qroups, we again encourage using a travel agent to 
seek special group rates and we urge you to make reservations early. 

;..·;-.at about these people who simply cannot come to "'ashington? For people 1n 
~, ,:;ur ::o!!'.=l\.mity ·,;ho s~pport these actions but cannot attend them 6 organize a 
•f"'.'.:c::-,e-in" to your legislators' offices on March 20th. Their phone calls will 
5.::-:: ::.ve in 'it.'ashi::-.gt:in as y~u.r group ~.eets with their legislators. Also 
.:- ::c·.:r<i ·3e th:;:r. to si;n the nati.:i:-.al ;::.etition and to atte~d the local events 

'<€: '.-,o:. ~ing at ~"".e -?nd of :::<::::-tral .?._":ler::. ·:-a '1eek. 

-- ~ ...... ~ -

-~.--: 

. - -



CENTRAL AMERICAN REFUGEES: NO HAVEN FROM WAR 

NO HAVEN FROM ~AR 

The conflicts in Central Ameiica are driving a steady stream 
of stunned and terrorized ~fugees t~ countries throug~out 
the region and into the United States. Jt is hard _for most 
Americans to hear the stories these refugees tell, for they are 
stories about the violence convulsing their homelands - a 
violence in which the barbaric has bec:dme corr.~::i-ip!ace. 
The- U.S. government refuses to accept th!>se pcrsor.s as ~efu
;r-es. To do so would ir:.p:y ~:i~ recogni:ion, c: ~h7 very least, 
'.~at the go~ern~.enu o: <h:- countrie:. f ~ orr. ·" < ch :~=1 are 
fieeing - governments which the U.S. sup;:iorts -·are ur.able 
or unwilling to ;iuara;itee the safety of their citizens. 3ut ··: 
:-:iany c0n;;reg=tio'1~ ac~c~s t'ie country are a:ting ir, ~fff:!•ent . 
,·•e/s to he:;:, :-.. ::; ;:: · :-;::?c: ~h=se ref:Jgees . 

The Roots of ~he Exodus in El Salvador 

Sin.:.e early 1980, ir.:e;<,ational obse ;·:~ c;. r-. 3 ; £ :~::acterized 

the sit~ation in E: S<.~•ador as one of widr.:;;::-1 ed ::~·ii warfare. 
H~rr-1 an ,..~ar::: :~o i ~~i2'~s ~. a\'t ~er. :x:r~r::: 1 ·,. r. :gr;. •·•ith most 
sources :::-dic::t:C1g a~ least 40,00CJ civili~'". C: :.=:'<s ;;'.':e the 
:ie;::-,:--.:,,g 0' '. 980. 

Ur:t i: :E:t:· :S7?., ~; S~i..,3do~ ~aC '::·~er.·..: '. :--:' :.r :~.~world's 
· f .,. • • '-'-"'·a-· r· - ·-,,. 1- 1°79 ii iong~s: ~~:-. .:~5~i or : :. .... •c ... ai.or.o, 1 .. : .. ... _} -= .•.-:. .. 1 ..., , 

c?up bro:..zglit tc. p ·:1•: .. =r 2 c:vi!·m?:~O .. \- J- ... :~ ~·;r. :~ y.~a! :..::1ab1e 
to ~n= a !."! !-:-: ::c- gr ·:~=-;C :- ~tvveen th~ ~.-:dj~·< :-: ·Jf ~~e ;;opula
tion v:h::r- j :;~. :;;;-id;,d cho• ges and t'te p·:·. : ~:-':.;~ :-:-,i;iority 

h · · ' · ms "'"'e s·•·ua• 'on which cp;:•8$:-: ever: t. e !T!OS't m1n1ma: r::.:,r . •. . : .• " .i 

rapidl't de:e ~ · ·: ,;; ~:;d !ntc a s~att: e>f c i·.:i: .... a -i~,f as the govem
f'i"er.t ~,..,. . t;a·ked o;; ·.,:hac o:-:e church s;:i.·l.::':;;::i: :sor. :escri~d 
as a '"·.'\:a; o f iO .-:':o ~;rlatior: against ~'-! e c: ,-' ,:a- iJ :J;lulace," and 
the op;:>os i ~io:-: took up arms as a. la.;: ~esor. i:-'. ;!s struggle for 

social justice. · .. - . .. . 
·Tem 0 ~ ::-c~sands of people art- new d isplaced in"EI Salva

dor . No:1e foe; sa~ in the atmosph::r2 o~ per,asive violeru:e. 
Refogee camps are often raided by parami!itary bands looking 
fo1 "sub•e:sives." Churcil and humanicariar. relief wo!'kers 
have bile:-i ki:l::c crr.ar.assed. Those d i~p1aced in rebe1-be\d 
a re as have !Ja:n ::iombed ar.c attacked by govemment troops. 
t.~any ch :..; r::h people are among those who have ~n l~rci:d :_ 
to ie:1ve their homes and flee. . >- . · .. : : ~· -'--·. ' 

At leas: a l-.a!f million more ~1vadorans have fled~ .· . 
country· altogether. The iJnite<l'Natipns Hi¢", Commissi~ . .-,' 
for Ref•.;;;ees \iJNHCRl and vo1untary reliel agencies ~m~e 
that some 300 ,000 Salvadoran refugee~ ar"' spread across 
Centra! .k'71erica a:-10 Mexico. 

The Gu:;'..~ "1~l3n Parallel 

The si t~ c: •ion ir. Guatemala is dist;.;;b i;;::h ~·; rni!ar to that 
in El Sa!vador. Thc: .extreme di~arity be<Jvc:en the- wealth of 
a tiny minority c.~1d the abject misery of a ;:ie~ s a"lt majority 
has ger.;, r:;:ed e:--plosive ten~ons. I;-, !he fac<: c~ •=veri! go,•em
ment repre~s:on to maintain the status quc, armed opposi
tion developed. Large-~!e military offensives a9ainst guerrilla 
activity ir: the countryside have been accompanied by atroci
ties - descr:bed by some observers as "gen~cidal" - against 
.::ivlf:an p::asants. The destruction of entire villages and mass
acre oi their innabitants, most of whom are ind:ans. has been 
documen:ed by the National Council of Churches, Amnesty 
I nterna:iona '. and other outside observers. · 

As a result of these upheavais;·wen over half a million ~f .. · 
Guatemala's eight million people ·are djsplaced inside thaf ~,. 
country according to estimates by Guatemala's Roman · ~') __ · 
Catholid bishops. Estimates of the humber of Guatematans "' 
who have fled into neighboringMexiCC. range upwards of 
100 ,000. Refugees in camps near the border live in fear of 
deadly raids from Guaterna!an territory. ·-

.. ~ .. '"'."' . 

Nicaragua 

Counterrevo lut ionary or contra military attacks against 
"I icar agva !eft more than 1 ,000 Nicaraguans dead in 1983. The 
::onrra ope :a ~ ion~ s~aged from base camps in Honduras and 
Costa ~ ica, f>·.;;,-,::ed by the CIA, have forced the d :sp!ace
"."'.,;:--.t oc c~ ' :.:2 : i on of ove~ 90,000 f'l: ica-ag:. «r.s away from 
~.:. ,:. es a,C '. :.1C~ ;r, :ht bo~d :: r ar -:- a~ :...; -. j~ r ~ .. :: ~~~ n~ o::ack. 
-;.ci : r;r:;oc "'.. C 4 o "'.."'.. 3 : ~. -:·:- ~,~ :~ k. i ~ c, ;nc· ; ?-:o .... ~ - .:.:-.. ""!". ~ n :~ : es 

a!onG tn;, border in Eastern Nicarag;,1a prompted the gm•ern
ment to relocate some 11 ,000 Miskitos in 1981. At the same 
time, several thousand Miskitos crossed over the river border 
into Honduras. 

Precarious Refuge in the Region 
- .. ... . 

The situation faced by most re~ugees fleeing theirnome
lands to other countries in the region has been bleak. El Salva
do~a~s who fled to Ho~duras ha11.: b::er, a~acked by pursuing 
troops and on severa1 occasions b ·r Ho:1duran troops as well. 
Those: who attempted to resenle near tae border were sub
jected to attacks and lc.ianappings by Salvadoran military and 
pan:n:t::ary ban~s fro~ across the border. In the last year. 
:-.os: were summarily relocated awa\1 fr~m the border. osten
s;bly for their own prote.ction. There have also been attacks 
aga:nst Guatema1an refugees in the Et Tesoro camp in 
nor.hem Hon~u.ras. · 

The treatment of Sa!v:;:fo;a.., :;nd Guatemalan refugees in 
ricc1duras differs sharply from t~at g'ver. the refugees who 
hc,,·e left N!:aragua. The :-1early 20,000 Miskitos are being 
e: :l :;wed to res2:tle or. agric:.Jl:;.::;! 1and, and 2,000 o1her 
~r:.:~:;g:J::!!lS live ir :::-wns <!nc ~=·-·e relative t~eedom o' move
r-.:r.t. The 19,000 s::: ·: e:c : ·ar. ;;o>d ~50 Guaterr..;;lan refugees 
2r~ c::ir.fined to camps::{):; an::! ;ire kept u:ider strict milit.ory 
;:.;'.'veilla~ce . Nica~aguar:i refugees in Honduras. both M!skito 
bcizns and former l.le-n:::.ers of the dic-.ator Somoza's 
J\;a::o:--.al Guard. are widely repcrted to be recruited and 
t ~ ai ned for anti-governr.1ent .raids into Nicaragua. 

The attitude of thr: Mexican government'has become 
:ncreasi.,gly hostile towards Central Amencan refugees whom 
it ~"~ ~ncreasingly as a thre~ ':!>Mexican security and stabili-
ty and for whom f::1\as lew resources. Ir. 1982, UNHCR 
estimated that some .,io,ooO Salvadoran r-efogees were in : ..:::; 
Mexico. More than 100,000 Guatemalans are believed to · ? : ~ -' :. 
have soughftiaien t'here, too. N:mgovernmental agenctes 
are nO't permitted to work or provide aid d;rectly 10th~ 
refugees. 

Nicaragua presents the br41test panorama for refugees 
and displaced persons Most of the some 22,000 Salvadoran 
refugees and the 90,00G inter!":all}'· disp~aced the;.:: have been 
given lands to farm end r:sources to buiid communities and 
agricultural cooperatives. . - -

No Haven in the United States 

At least 250,00D Sa!-,: ;;dora:1s and Guatema!aru hcwe 
a•rived in :he U.S . in the last four years . Three very compel-
1::-ig mot'va:ions dra\•, :'<any c; those forced to flee their home· 
!ands. Refuge and sur·• iva: ir. l"le;ghboring lands, including 
Mexico, is al! but ur.avai:aole and impossible. Many of those 
who come have family a:-id/or friends already in this country. 
And they come because this is the United States. known as 
the land of opportunity, or at least w'here there is a job .and 
there isn•t generalized persecution .. ¢entra1 American refugees 
continue to arrive by the tho\.1$a~ each mon1h .and wilt con· 
tinue to do so as conditions deterfor..ate further in Central · 

America. <~?..i~ - .. ~ ::."·-~ 
The official U.S. response to these Central Americam 

seeking ha\"en here has been to d'lar•c~rize them as economi
cal!,. motivated illegal immigrants, and to appre"hend.and 
deport or. ~1 ~em bacl to their homelands. 1n 1ate 1983. 
deportations and expulsions of Salvadorans numbered some 
400 to soo' per month. While the fate of most has not been :.. :-: 
investigated, there are several wefl-documented cases of per-~ •· 
sons Who were killed after being returned to El Salvador 
from the U.S. 

Individual political asylum status has simply not been avail· 
able for Salvadorans and Guatemalans. Untit recently~ many o' 
those apprehended by the US. Immigration and Naturatiu- . ·..; 
tion Service (INS) were not informed that there k such a stat\ll 
and that they had a ri!fit to apply for it. Ttiousands of Central 
Americans have been denied access to lawyers or legal infomu 
tion a01d pressured and coerced into waiving rights and agree
ing to depart "voluntarily" from the U .S. \".'hile abuses 
d ;m inished after a U .S . o;strict Coun in California ordered a 
halt to such practices in mid -1982. lawyers and church itCti11-
ists working on b.?1,atf of de:ainees confr1ue to report 
nwrne·ous diff;cul: ies in aidir.g Centra! Ar-;erirans held by iN~ 



;:ew of tne Central Americans \II/ho do apply are granted 
pol •tice: : asy lum. Of the more Jhan 22,000 Salv~dorans who 
app!iec for asylum in the last thru years, only some 1,100 
cases ha11e been decided.As of September, 1983 only 74 were 
granted asylum. The U.S. government has also refused, despite 
many Congressional, chureh and public appeals, to apply an 
available administrative measure called Extended Voluntary 
Departure status to temporarily suspend deportat!or.s of 
Salvadorans and Gua.ema!ans until the violence subsides in 
their homelands. 

C!iurches F.esj)on:!ing to Tremendous Na~ds 

The large :-·i.i'!lbers of these refu_gees arriv;ng without legal 
pe;mission t~~mle~es into ~emendous human and socia! needs 
i r~ c:>~~ . ..,~·-:. ~s:- :i:~~:.;) :~!: cc~~t~y. l\~c s-. :i!':- ~es~::~te, \vithout 
any :;.at~: :a: -=.; .Jt..~<;L ~/;any are psycholoi;ic:ally - even 
physically - df·\'<J~a:ed by the violo?n~ tlley have es_caped and 
~y· fosse~ or r~;:>arctior. of family, or both. Esta_bli~~ociat 
~ervicc~ ~-; ;:l ' ~w: J!'l~.=-i:iwn and inacces~ible ro 1hern.. ~ _ 

;:-."' ;: :·::;;- ~.:: :;i f.':.::;:; refwgees in need of sate haven p0ses 
;;:: ir.1f'1cc: c;t:; ' ' i.i.,-:a;, c!-ialienge to Which ·rr.any <:hurdles.have 
felt caile::! :c ·· ·;;::-o:-1d . "P:=..e efforts of loca! co"gregations, 
;n·.=~a i lh :;~o..:i::-;, and ethers have-led tn tt-.c- ::~.oation ·of Cen
~~ a~ .!.. ~,.,-:7'. a~ -~ ! _ ;;:: a!~ projects in a ni.::n!:>€r c~ coffii:nunities 
J1:r~!=: :t-: r : ,,:..::-"t!Y. 

Thu"' •'"0';?::ts most of Whidi. are affil ia-::ed with local coun
::;ls o' :'-.. ~ ~:.~:; , h2.'we focused~ o~"meeting what are see~ as the 
.-0!: i:- :.,=:· 3te 1:~-a.,d-death need.s: ide.-.tifying persons 
=~::;;ir.2c ~'f !"·!S and stopping their depo:i.ation; p;·omoting 
and cc.;;·•:fo'=:;ng :..'1e provision of 1e,aa1 2ss!s~nce to !hose :.vho 
file for .a~ 31lum; and mobilizing local church a:id communitv 
resc~r~e! t.:.. "P.s1--0nd to th;: most ba! ic h:..;mn s~rvival needs . 

Na:: :. -. ;;~ -~1 i gi :>us u~;ja'lizations have P'~"!de<l support for 
tt-2se .. ~:i:t. ~n ;:;ar:icl:lar, Church Wor :c S"'rvice and the 
Lutheran lrr:::-.: ;;;:c;tion and Retu~e Se:"Vi:.e have developed 
;;~..r:n£:-: ;'..'. f.'. ;:.co:;·am~ 10 ad:!;ess the :-;~ue o~ protection for 
tl-es;; r:; ' ..J;;.:-::s and to cr.anne: chur::t. i2S':'~· ~ces t<i t.1e local 
re-!uge=- r~::=f P":'."·jects. 

Sanct:.iary 

O\i~r 92 c'".Jr::hes in some 45 communities throughout the· 
coun-:::-y !-.a• f: :.:ken the bold ~p of ofh!ring ~anctuafY'' to . 
Csnua i .!i.rr.:r;can refugees, publicly declaring that they take 
into the carE . p r ~t!!ction and 9nctuary of the church building 
undocurnen.:~d re ~ugees otherwise threatened with apprehen
sior. by U .S. irr.migration authcintles a'nd like1y deportation or 
ex;:n.1lsion back to their homelands. 

By offeri~1;) ;anctuary in j)robabte vi.Jliition of federal immi· 
;;ration law. ~est: churche$ have public:!~· challenged the mora1-
:~y anc' '~.22 :;!)' of current gover!"lment policy of returning · 
refo;ee~ tei !-.:.:.ie:ands wtit:re persecution is likely .1 n doing so, 
the sanct:.: a"'r' ~.:>vi:ment has played a s;gnificant role in making 
the plight of ;:Ke \'ictirns of t'ie conflict in Cantral America 
an issue o4 r.atior.al concern an·d debatl!. 

The Fundamental ls:sues 

As the church responses have highlighted, U.S. political ar'i°d 
'!conomii: policies toward Central America are bound up with 
~e roo: cau~es forcing refugees to flee those same countries. 
;;::-...,,_- -~tr.tieuj411glratet1 ta Salvadorans and Guatema1aru 
arriving 1r. tnis country appears to be cons irtent with official 
support for the regimes governing their homelands. To recog
,;ze these ~eople as bona fide refugees would be

1 
at lt\e very. 

1 ~ ast, t'cit recognition that those 'governments are Unab1e or ' 
· unwitl;ng to guarantee the sec~lity of lheir citizens. Slid. ~ ·:~~: .. 

·::cognition WO'Jld draw increasing attention to 1hepemmeni '-" .. ~· 
'~si)or:sibi!ity for widesca1e atrocities and civilian deaths in · · .$- · 

::1 $ah·ador and Guatemala. And to recognize that refugees are 
ri=-~:ng in large numben from countries whose govemments 
:he U.S. s..ipports mis;it well call into question 'It.at support, 

Most Central American refugees insist that ttiey want to go 
•;;.r.ie, vvhen the vi:>lence ends. The establishment of a tempor· 

ary iegal statu~ for thf.se refugees means that while the warfare 
- ·)ntinu~s. ~ey can remain here without fear of being forcibly 
~ ;:·a~ri .r~ed. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

Direct Assistance: 

Central American refugees usually need assistance both with 
basic survival requirements and legal defense here in the US. 
Look into the situation in your area, see whether 1here is a 
local project, and consider what resources you ~nd,your -
congregation or group tan generate, such as food,;clothing,. 
housing, te;;al assistance, and/or bond funds. Material aid .is 
a!~o l!~ge:it!y needed for refu~ee~ :nd displaced persons in 
Ct>n:ral Ar:-ierica. For more lnformat;on, contact your denomi
national refugee office, or Church World Service Immigration 
& Refugee Program (domestic U.S.), (212) 870-2730;orCWS 
La~ir: Ar.ierica Office (Central America), (212) 870-2461; . 
Lu~h::ran lmm!grat;on & P.ef;.;:;<:.E: Sarvice Central Amel"ica 
Concerns Office, (212) 532-6350 ; or Catholic Relief Services._ 
12121 838-4700. - -- • . -- .:- - ~. ·-: ~~ _-:.: ~_::. .... ~·r.:_ 
Contact Elected Officials: 

... · - ·· .. ;i.f-:J ::- .-·., - .- '- : .. ---. 

The Administration has steadfastly refused to grant Extended .:_ . . - •. · ... - ~_, ~- . .. - . - -.r .•--- -. ~- - --- · 
V o1untary Departure status for Salvadorans, ln Noyember.. ·_- ; ..; 
i 983, a new.-~1 .!ta!. in~0<h~~~n Con_9ress ~idi ~le! ·~--:--.
require tlie-ru;penslon of depOrtations of SalvBdotam for at 
least 11.:10 yearS, -u_n.til ~foll .U~. government lfwesti~ js -

completed on .ttii situatfon of Sa1vadorans d"rsp1aceif and made 
refugees by the_c:U~ni confi.i"ct. .The study is to giv~ 'special -
attention to the ·fate Of d~ortees . returned bY the U.S. Called 
the DeCvncini:Moaktey Bill iS.2131 and H.R. 4447L it has 
already received ~ubs+Uintlal bipartisan support. This bill is n"0w 
me focus" for.Washington advocacy on behalf '.of sai~aaor.n-- -." -
refugees in the Uniteci States. Write andfor call y0ur·c0~:.t· 
s!o:ial represen'tatives to urge their support for the bin.~:.,~;.~~.,. 
tact the CWS-IRP Washington ~vocacy office loraeta11s~'.,;~ 
1202} 783-7501. °Also urge 1eg1~ators to wOC'lc for .an~-·- :""~ 
U.S. military ~id and invol11ement in the region. , '~-;"!.. ·~i._.. --

- ... :~:-:--:_ :: ";. - - ~· i _ t~·-:.~~~7,f: 
~ :....- -. - -

Sanctuary: :_~ -- · -- - -- ·· ~- '! ~ · -

: .. :.. - --:-·-~.>;,;;::~ =- ~ 
:.. . -. . ,,. - -- '!,;:..A.,..~":.-- ... 

Your congrega~ion may •.vant to Consider offering.public-..,..."'."",,.-.., .· . - -~ ·=· -_. 
sanctuary to Central American_ refugees. Can or wfite the · ... -; • . 

. . -. - -- - .. ., ... -
Chicago Religious Task Force 0n Centra1 America for mOie ~·· : -
information. They have produced an ~eeHent se~Oi~'Ni= ~~-.. . .- ' ·r. 
cations on the why and how to of Sa~,.7 ~~~.: ;,·: 
407 S. Dearborn Street, Room 310.,c;:tucago, _lL_~~-::,: :-~~ 
{312)663-4398. - - .-.. -=- :.:.:. ·· ~--.:'"°": . -: 

,,. - ~:- __ ;:- -~':i..·~~~-:~_;_~ ~:r-
.;,,: .. -- -

Work with the News Media: 
. -·· - - - ; . 

Expand the limited coverage of refugee arn{Centrat Ameriean 
issues by writing letters to the editor, generating "op«I·~ 
articles or guest editor;als, arranging meetings between COO. 
cerned community leaders and editorial staffs to discuss cover
age and editprlals, developing "m~a events- with the ·refu~ 
commui:iiti1n y0ur area, and organizing press~erenc:eS · · _ 
with representatives from Central America and/or"Conc:ernei' · 

communitv ~Siures. __ ~-·it:~~~-= - - : : :~{:::--~~;~.: -
.... ~:f;::--~--~~-.:~- . -

Organize Vour CO!"-T'L':'J.\Y~~ -.~- _ .•• ~ -=- .: ~ 
.. - .. 7. -::?.:.,ic . ·:.. -- -- .\.,.;. . - ,_ 

Organize a community_ coalit!on among dturc'h groups. unions. 
community organizatioos. focal officials .. refugi!es ana ottu;rS 
to air views and concerns within the area and to .av~-in. 
Wamingtolj _9n beh~lf of refugees. Conlmunity events ~Olving 

··ihe refu~ ·.~ f!xcel~ent educational and network bulrdinii · • forums andals0 eari'.(;raY.i"news media cov~rage. -. -·•L- ....... . - ~ 
.... ~ - · , •. J. "· ~·: · -- -~-: --:~ .)·;~"-.~--::.~ • . -_. • - - .: • -:~ ·,-; 

. .-.;. ~ ;":· -~l~--· . - . · ·-· .. :;. 
Adapted from an article by.Patrick A. Taran in the "' : ~:·:.· 
Refugees and Human Rights Newsletter, Olurch World Sa!!ice 
Immigration and Refugee Program, Summer 1983 . .. ~: _ :.,: · 

·::-...,--- - -:: ... 
·--~ ·'---=-~

Additional copies available from the Inter-Religious Task. F.()r'C8 
on Et Salvador and Central America, 475 Riverside Ori~ -
Room 633, New York, NY 10115. S4DO per 100 copies. : . 
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; THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

25 Jan 1984 

TO: JAB III 

Attached are copies of the memos 
to the President on consumer 
prices for the past 12 months. 
It might help to have them during 
Marty's brief explanation of the 
figures for calendar 1983. 

In short, the figures given to the 
President have sometimes differed 
from month to month, depending on 
which measurements CEA feels are 
most enlightening. Also, on 
occasion, the President has 
expressed interest in a particular 
aspect of the inflation figures, 
which is then included in subse
quent memos. 

An example of different figures 
is contained in the December and 
January memos (see attachments). 



COUNC I L OF" C::CONOMIC .->. O VI SC:RS 

•NASr..;INQTCN 

January 20, 1983 

EYES ONLY 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: MARTIN FELDSTEIN'¥ 

SUBJECT: Consumer Prices in December 

Tomorrow morning at 8:30 a.m. the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics will announce the Consumer Price Index for 
December. 

The news is excellent. The Consumer Price Index 
declined by 0.3 percent in December, for an annual rate of 
decrease of 3.2 percent. Prices fell in a broad range of 
categories, including food, energy, and home purchase 
expenses. The only significant exception to the rule was 
medical care, for which prices increased at an annual rate of 
8.4 percent. · 

The CPI is up by only 3.9 percent since December 1981, 
the smallest increase for any year since 1972. In 1979 and 

·1980, by contrast, the consumer price index increased by 13.3 
percent and 12.4 percent respectively. The progress made 
against inflation in the last year is truly remarkable. It 
provides compelling evidence th.at the Administration and the 
Federal Reserve have pursued a successful a n ti-inflationa ry 
strategy, the benefits of which should last for many years to 
come. 
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EYES ONLY 

T HE CHAIRMAN OF T HE 

C OUNCIL. OF ECONOMIC ADV I SERS 

WASHINGTON 

February 2/ 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

MARTIN FELDSTEIN 
(Dictated while traveling) 

Consumer Prices in January 

Tomorrow morning at 8:30 a.m. the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics will announce the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for 
January. 

The news is good. Consumer Price Index, as currently 
measured, increased b ercent in Janua , for an annua 
rate o 2.1 percent. By the measure of the CPI used prior to 
this year, consumer prices remained flat in January. Price 
increases remained moderate in most major categories, with 
price declines continuing in the energy sector of the · economy. 
Medical care was the only major area in which inflation reached 
the double-digits. 

The CPI, as it is now measured, is up only 3.8 percent 
since January, 1982, the smallest 12-month increase since 
1972. The inflation news we have received over the last 
several months, coupled with renewed expectations of further 
energy price decreases, makes the inflation picture f or 1983 
look increasingly favorable. 



NASMING70N 

March 22, 1983 

EYES ONLY 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
·"' 

FROM: 
~ J . 

MARTIN FELDSTEIN (~~-

SUBJECT: Consumer Prices in February 

Tomorrow morning at 8:30 a.m. the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics will announce consumer prices for February. 

Once more, the inflation news is impressive. Consumer 
prices declined by 0.2 percent in February, largely due to 
further decreases in the cost of energy. Excluding energy, 
prices increased at a rate slightly more than 4 percent, which 
is still quite low by recent historic standards. Consumer 
prices in February were 3.5 percent above the level 12 months 
earlier. In contrast, as you know, the consumer price index 
increased by 13.3 percent and 12.4 percent in 1979 and 1980 
respectively. 

Although the fall in energy prices is largely responsible 
for the occasional decreases in prices over the last several 
months, each month's figures provide confirming evidence that 
inflation should remain moderate even after energy prices level 
out. 



EYES ONLY 

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 

C OUNC I L OF ECONOM I C ADVISERS 

WASHI N GTON 

April 21, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

\\\}:-FROM: MARTIN FELDSTEIN 

SUBJECT: Consumer Prices in March 

Tomorrow morning at 8:30 a.m. the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics will announce the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for 
March. 

The good news regarding consumer price inflation 
persisted i11- Mar ch • fi.T,;.h;.;e;.,.,...C~P.::I;..._;r:...o=s.::e__;;b;..i.....,.....;.O....;. . ....;;l;.......i._e=r....;;c;...;e:;.;;n:;;.t.;;..:., ~~ 
M!llJ!': ft= 611 «naual s ·ia Prices in March were 3. 7 percent 
anove the level of 12 months earlier. 

Once again, falling energy prices played a major role in 
limiting inflation. Excluding energy, the CPI rose at an 
annual rate of about 4 percent in March. Preliminary evidence 
shows that the price of gasoline has risen in April, partially 
because of the 5¢ gasoline tax increase and partially because 
world oil prices have increased slightly in recent weeks. 
Therefore, we cannot expect the continuation of near-zero 
consumer price inflation in the months ahead. Nevertheless, 
recent evidence indicates that the underlying rate of inflation 
has fallen to a level below 5 percent, representing 
extraordinary progress over the last several years. 



c 

• - • • .... rl!f!/Jj -~ ·P • - •- •• 

~1ay 23 , 1983 

C:YES ONLY 

~EMORA.NDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: \ (': MARTI~ FELDSTEIN . It~ 

SUBJECT: Consumer Prices in April 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics ~ill announce t~e Cons~~er 
Price Index ( C?I) for April tomorrow morning at: 8:30 A.:1. 

Although tomorrow's inflation news does not ?r~vide cause 
for alarm, it does indicate that we have not licked in£lation 
yet. Consumer orices in Aoril rose ~v 0.6 oercent, or over 
7 oercent on an annualized bas:s. ~ 9rimar1 cause 0£ t~e :arge 
increase was gasoline prices, basically the one-ti~e effec~ · 
associated with the imposition of t..~e Set increase in ~he 

I 

gasoline tax in April. Excluding energy, cons~~er prices ~ose 
at a 4.7 percent annual rate in April. Prices in April ~ere 
3.9 percent above the level of 12 months earlier. 

A one month up-tick i n consu~er prices should ~ct be 
interpreted as signalling a ~ong-terr.i upward shi=t in t~e 
inflation rate. ~he underlying rate of inflation still remains 
in the 4 to 5 percent range. This ~ay not always ~e a99arent 
over the next several months, however, as hi;her ene~gy ~r ices 
somewhat distort the in~lation picture. 
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EYES ONLY 

T HE CHAIRMAN O F" T H E 

SOUNC I L O F" ECONO M I C A D V ISERS 

WASH ING TO N 

June 21, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
· I ( 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

MARTIN FELDSTEIN 'I\~ ,,......,\ 

Consumer Prices in May 

Tomorrow morning at 8:30 a.m. the Labor Department will 
release the Consumer Price Index for May. 

The CPI rose by 0.5 percent in May. The primary reason 
for the price rise was the higher consumer cost of energy, 
especially gasoline. When energy is excluded, the CPI rose 
0.3 percent. 

Comparing May 1983 with May 1982 shows a 3.5 percent 
rise in the CPI. 

For the most recent three months, the increase was at a 
rate of 5.1 percent~ without energy, 4.0 percent. 

Although we obviously have to keep a close watch on 
inflation as the recovery gathers steam, as of now I am not 
concerned about the recent inflation. 
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\.: . 

EYES ONLY 

. MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE CHAIRMAN OF' THE 

COUNCIL OF' ECONOMIC ADVISERS 

WASHINGTON 

July 21, 1983 

THE PRESIDENT 

MARTIN FELDSTEIN \\£: 
CONSUMER PRICES AND ADVANCE 
JUNE 

DURABLE ORDERS IN 

Tomorrow morning at 8:30 a.m. the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics will release the Consumer Price Index for June. In 
a separate release at 2:30 p.m. tomorrow afternoon the 
Commerce Department will release figures on Advance Durable 
Orders for June. 

The news is very good. 

Consumer prices rose only 0 . 2 percent between May and 
June. Food prices declined and the increase in gasoline 
prices was much smaller than in recent months. The level of 
the CPI in June was only 2. 6 percent higher than June 1982. 

New orders for durables were up a very strong 5.5 
percent between May and June, higher than any month since the 
recovery began. (Remember that this is the increase from one 
month to the next and not an annual rate.) New orders for 
non-defense capital goods rose a respectable 4.3 percent. The 
new orders for defense capital goods jumped $3.7 billion 
dollars for an increase of 78 percent. 



August 22, 1983 

EYES ONLY 

TH E CHAIRMAN OF' TH E 

COUN C IL OF" ECONOM I C ADVI S E RS 

WASH I NGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: MARTIN FELDSTEIN 
(Dictated while traveling) 

SUBJECT: Consumer Prices for July 

Tomorrow at 8:30 a.m. the Bureau of Labor Statistics will 
announce the Consumer Price Index for July. 

The rise in the overall CPI was 0.4 percent between June 
and July. This translates into an annual rate of 4.9 percent. 

An actual decline in food prices (for the second month in 
a row) helped to hold the index down. Without the volatile 
food and energy prices, however, the rise was 0.6 percent or an 
equivalent annual rate of about 7 percent. This is evidence 
that prices are beginning to heat up in response to the very 
rapid growth of the past six months. I think we have to watch 
this carefully and to reiterate your commitment to pursue 
monetary and fiscal policies that will prevent a re-emergence 
of inflation. 

For the past 12 months, the inflation rate was only 2.4 
percent (from July 1982 - July 1983). That is very good news 
in itself but it also shows how much inflation has increased 
recently. 
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September 22, 1983 

EYES ONLY 

1"HE: CHAIRMAN OF THE 

COUNCI L. OF E:CONOMIC AOVISC:RS 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR- THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: MARTIN FELDSTEIN \L{j 
SUBJECT: Consumer Price Index 

Tomorrow morning at 8:30 a.m. the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
wil.l. announce the Consumer Price Index for August . 

. The overall. Consumer Price Index rose 0. 4 percent between July 
and August, an increase at a 5.3 percent seasonally adjusted annual 
rate. This is essentially unchanged from last month's 4.9 percent 
rate of increase and only slightly higher than the 4.7 percent 
increase for the past 6 months. For comparison, the rise in the 
year from August 1982 to August 1983 was 2.6 percent. 

Food _prices rose only o.z percent implying that we have not yet 
seen the ef£ect of the recent increase in raw food prices. There 
was also a temporary large increase in energy prices. When food and 
energy prices are excluded, the price increase was O.S percent, not 
really very different from the overall. 0.4 percent. 

In summary, inflation shows only a very slight indication of 
heating up, but we would not like to see it go much above. the 
current rate during the months ahead. 

( 
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T HE: CHAIRMAN 0 F THE 

COUNCIL OF ECONOMIC ADVI SERS 

WAS HIN GTON 

October 25, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR DAVID GERGEN 
LARRY SPEAKES 

FROM: MARTIN FELDSTEIN 
(Dictated while traveling) 

SUBJECT: CONSUMER PRICES IN SEPTEMBER 

This morning at 8:30 a.m. the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
will announce the Consumer Price Index for September. 

Consumer prices rose by 0. 5 percent. between August and 
September. This translates into a 5.7 percent annual rate, 
slightly up from the annual rates of 4. 9 percent and 5. 3 
percent in July and August. Consumer prices in September 1983 
were 2.9 percent above prices in September 1932. 

Food prices increased by 0.3 percent, while energy prices 
rose by 0.7 percent. Excluding food and energy, consumer 
prices rose by 0.5 percent, the s~~e as last month. 

The recent inflation figures show that inflation can rise 
to a bothersome rate long before the economy reaches full 
utilization of capacity. I hope that the moderating pace of 
the recovery in the months ahead will permit the inflation rate 
to stabilize or decline. 
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' •, 

THE CHAl~MAN OF T~ E: 

COU~Cll. OF ECONOM I C A OVISi:'.RS 

November 22, 1983 

EYES ONLY 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: MARTIN FELDSTEIN\\~~ 
SUBJECT: Consumer Price Index for October 

Tomorrow morning at 8:30 a.m. the Labor Department will 
release the CPr figures for October. 

In£l.ation continues at about the same pace as last 
month, rising at a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 5.3 
percent between September and October. The Labor Department 
will state this as a one month increase of 0.4 percent between 
September and October. Without the volatile food and 
energy prLces, the increase is O.S p~rcent. 

The .recent inflation figures represent a significant 
increase since earlier this year. Inflation for the past 12 
months has only been 2.9 percent and for the year to date has 
only been 3. ~ percent-. 

It would obviously not be good to see any further 
increase in inflation. The Fed obviously has to be careful in 
this situation to a•1oid actions that could raise inflation or 
even the fear of greater inflation. I am sorry to see that 
Jack Kemp and some other House Republicans have been calling 
for faster money growth policy that could easily lead to even 
higher rates of inflation. 

\ 



_ ... 

Eyes Only 

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 

COUNCIL OF ECONOMIC ADVISER S 

WASHINGTO N 

December 20, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: MARTIN FELDSTEIN~ 
SUBJECT: Consumer Price Index for November 

Tomorrow morning at 8:30 a.m. the Department of Labor will 
release the Consumer Price Index for November. 

Consumer prices rose a very modest .3 percent between 
October and November. This is very goo ews. akes 
the November 1983 level of the CPI only 3.2 percent bove 
the November 1982 level. 

Food -prices rose only 0.1 percent 
unchanged. 

remained 
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Eyes Only 

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 

COUNCii_ OF ECONOMIC ADVISER S 

"'IASHINGTON 

January 23, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: MARTIN FELDSTEIN~ 
SUBJECT: Consumer Price Index for December 

Tomorrow morn i ng at 8:30 a.m. the Department of L 
re l ease the Consumer Pr i ce Index for December~· ~-r--

will 

i n The news is very good. Th~ 
December, an annual rate ~2 percent. 

In the pas.t 12. months, the C;r-;;-. r i sen only~ per~ 
the smallest calendar year rise s nee 1972. ( 

-=t~ 
-· -;-,·~ 
~~~ 
l)o.e, . t 2 io 

.· 

~ ·r~ 
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HOWARD H. BAKER, JR. 
TENNESSEE 

UNITED STATES SENATE 

OFFICE OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 

WASHINGTON, O. C. 

January 26, 1983 

Dear Mr. President, 

As I have said both publicly and privately, 
I am ready to assist in your re-election in any 
way I can. If you will pardon my presumption, 
I would especially prize the opportunity to re
nominate you formally at our national convention 
in Dallas. 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 27, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR MIKE DEAVER 
·: 1>: 

PAM BAILEY t ~ 1~ !·· ·' FROM: 

SUBJECT: School Prayer Communications Activities 

Faith Whittlesey asked me to participate in an in-house meeting 
this morning on school prayer strategy. 

While it is possible some Senate vote may be taken this week on 
the issue, the first cloture vote will probably be Wednesday, 
March 6 -- the day following RR's address to the evangelicals. 

It was the sense of the group that until agreement can be reached 
with Senator Baker on amendment wording (hopefully later this 
week) that communications activities should focus on the issue 
in general, not specific amendment language. 

Communications activities that we can initiate immediately include 
the f .ollowing. If you agree, I'll work with the relevant parties 
on implementation. 

Mailing to editorial page editors nationwide and to specialized 
press. Would include RR's school prayer radio address, 
basic questions and answers, RR letter to 500 religious 
leaders and selected supportive op-eds and editorials from 
around the country. 

(Action: Small 2/28) 

~ • School prayer talking points distributed to Administration 
""?~·· ......- spokesmen in conjunction with RR Cabinet meeting discussion. 

(Action: Baroody 2/28) 

• Administration spokesman op-ed distributed to major media 
markets. 

(Action: Galebach/Small 2/29) 

~~ • RR meets with black athletes supporting school prayer. 
~\ (Action: Whittlesey 3/1) 

~;A. 
~~· Major media market and homestates of key Senators targetted for 
)!<- ~ drive-time and talk show radio programs. Wed., Thurs., Friday 
~ (Action: R~ asap) 

• Possible RR meeting with ecumenical group of black, Hispanic, 
and white clergy supporting school prayer. 

(Action: Reilly asap) 



Page 2 

,,,A;~ • Faith Whittlesey and/or others brief press (Thursday, March 2?) 
Ip- on agreed upon amendment wording. 

G. (Action: Reilly 3/2) 
ur~ 

rJ1::r0' ~Administration spokesmen on a.m. t.v. shows immediately prior 
jJ'A., ?·P)~ -,to key vote . 
~'(" (Action: Speakes t.b.d.) 

) ~ \-Analysis of religious media and efforts to date with follow-up 
plan to utilize all possible communications opportunities. 
Maximize distribution of RR's Columbus speech. 

(Action: Bailey, Reilly, Small --asap) 

cc: Mike McManus 



hard copy 

--MJre--

Group accuses White House aide of "religious bigotry" 
By Dl1.VID E. ANDERSCN 
UPI Religion Writer 

\-JASHINGIDN (UPI) A church-state separation group asked President 
Reagan Friday to publicly repudiate a "call for religious bigotry" 
made by a hhite House aide last week at a meeting of religious 
broadcasters. 

The group said White House public liaison assistant carolyn 
Sundseth, jn carrLeJ.1ting to a National Religious Broadcasters rreeting 
about the departure of presidential aide Edwin M=ese, declared, "Saved 
Christians don't have anyone at the top anyrrore. 

"If you want to know how to pray for the president, pray that 
anyone directly around him gets saved or gets out." 

Ms. Sundseth declined carment on the group's charge. "Officially, 
there will be no conTcent on it," her press spokesrran said. 

W. M=lvin Adams, interir:l executive director of Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State, said in the letter to Reagan that he and 
others attending the broadcasters rreeting were "shocked by a blatant 
call for religious bigotry from one of your staff." 

Ad.ams and others in the audience reported Ms. Sundseth made the 
controversial statcnents in cormEnting on Reagan's na-.lination of M=ese, 
the White House counselor, to be the new attorney general. 

Adams said in the letter to Reagan the Constitution "prohibits 
religious tests for public office." 

"While White House positions may not be deerred public in the 
strictest legal se.l"'.se, it is essential that your administration be seen 
as fair-minded and open to ull qualified persons irrespective of race, 
religion, creed or national origin," he said. 

"Religious discrimination has no place in Arnerican life, least of 
all in tl1e Executive Branch of our government, where the symbolism of 
religious prejudice can only daniage the entire fabric of our denocratic 
society." 

upi 02-10-84 08:18 pes 

C'..omnents from: D.NEUMAN (IDP030) Posted: Sat ll-Feb-84 15:57 Sys 64 

FYI 
David 

Disposition: 



co: :Pr.RISCN OF I<RJ·.YER Af~ENDJ>iENTS 

P:esid~n t's Ame ndment ---------------

Nothing in this Constitution shall be construed to 
prohibit individual or group prayer in public schools 
or other public institutions. ~o ?erson shall be 
required by the United States or by any State to 
participate in prayer. Neither the United Stc.tes nor 
any State shall compose the words of any prayer to be 
said - in public schools. 

Eaker's Amendment 

Nothing contained in this Constitution shall abridge 
the right of persons lawfully assembled, in any public 
building which is supported in whole or in part through 
the expenditure of public funds, to participate in 
nondenominational prayer . 

Dirksen ~JTiendment 

Nothing contained in this Constitution shall prohibit 
the authority administering any school, school system, 
educational institution or other public building 
supported in whole or in part through the expenditure 
of public funds from providing for or perroi tting the 
voluntary participation by students or others in 
prayer. Nothing ·contained in this article shall 
authorize any such authority to prescribe the form or 
content of any prayer. 



State/Senator 

ALABAMA 
Denton 

R Heflin 
ALASKA 

Murkowski 
Stevens 

ARIZONA 
Deconcini 
Goldwater 

ARKANSAS 
R Pryor 

Bumpers 
CALIFORNIA 

Cranston 
Wilson 

COLORADO 
Hart 

R Armstrong 
CONNECTICUT 

Dodd 
Weicker 

DELAWARE 
R Biden 

Roth 
FLORIDA 

Chiles 
Hawkins 

GEORGIA 
R Nunn 

Mattingly 
HAWAII 

Inouye 
Matsunaga 

IDAHO 
R McClure 

Symms 
ILLINOIS 

Dixon 
R Percy 
INDIANA 

Lugar 
Quayle 

IOWA 
Grassley 

R Jepsen 
KANSAS 

Dole 
R Kassebaum 
KENTUCKY 

Ford 
R Huddleston 
LOUISIANA 

Long 
R Johnston 
MAINE 

Mitchell 
R Cohen 
MARYLAND 

Sar banes 
Mathias 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Tsongas 
Kennedy 

SCHOOL PRAYER SURVEY - S.J . Res. 73 

Assistant 

Ka.rl Moore 
Randall Black 

Frederic Hahn 
Maryann Simpson 

Bob Fiedler 
Terry Emerson 

Nancy Dair 
Bill Massey 

Gary Aldridge 
Ira Goldman 

Judy Beals 
Debra Buetner 

Mike Naylor 
Steve Moore 

Chip Reed 
Becky McDonald 

Connie Hays 
John Dedinski 

Irene Sanders 
Woodie Woodward 

Patrick Delion 
Elma Henderson 

Martha Solodky 
Sam Routson 

Sylvia Davis 
Caroline Ayers 

Lynn Daglian 
Jim Wolfe 

John Maxwell 
Li 11 i Hausenfluck 

Sheila Bear 
Elizabeth Lewis 

Dave Leader 
Roger LeMaster 

Lula Davis 
Susan Austin 

Jeff Nathanson 
Kim Cortell 

Judy Davidson 
Mike Cooper 

Brenda Wel lburn 
Robert Shum 

Position 

In Favor 
In Favor 

Undecided~' 
In Favor 

In Favor 
In Favor 

In Favor 
Undecided""'' 

Opposed 
(In Favor) 

Opposed 
In Favor 

Opposed 
Opposed 

( Undec i <led"'"') 
In Favor 

In Favor 
In Favor 

In Favor 
In Favor 

Undecided 
Opposed 

In Favor 
In Favor 

Undecided"'"' 
Opposed''"°' 

.In Favor 
In Favor 

In Favor 
In Favor 

In Favor 
Undecided''' 

In Favor 
In Favor 

Leaning For 
In Favor 

Opposed 
Undecided 

Opposed 
Opposed 

Opposed 
Undecided 



State/Senator 

MICHIGAN 
Riegle 

R Levin 
MINNESOTA 

Durenberger 
R Boschwitz 
MISSISSIPPI 

Stennis 
R Cochran 
MISSOURI 

Eagleton 
Danforth 

MONTANA 
Melcher 
Baucus 

NEBRASKA 
Zorinsky 

R Exon 
NEVADA 

Laxalt 
Hecht 

NEW HAMP SH IRE 
R Humphrey 

Rudman 
NEW JERSEY 
R Bradley 

Lautenberg 
NEW MEXICO 
R Domenici 

Bingaman 
NEW YORK 

Moynihan 
D'Amato 

NORTH CAROLI NA 
East 

R Helms 
NORTH DAKOTA 

Burdick 
Andrews 

OHIO 
Glenn 
Met zenbaum 

OKLAHOMA 
R Boren 

Nickles 
OREGON 
R Hatfield 

Packwood 
PENNSYLVANIA 

Hein z 
Specter 

RHODE ISLAND 
R Pell 

Cha fee 
SOUTH CAROL INA 

Hollings 
R Thurmond 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Abdnor 

R Pressler 
TENNESSEE 

Sasser 
Baker 

Assistant 

Cindy Jurciukonis 
John Sheridan 

Tom Horner 
Barbie Thompson 

Jim Kendal 
Jane Walton 

Glenn Smith 
Ted Blanton 

Mary Gereau 
Mary Troland 

Dan Fuchs 
Bill Hoppner 

Bill Miller 
Royle Melton 

David Grey 
Tom Polgar 

Marcia Arnoff 
Joy Silver 

George Romanas 
Brent Burdowski 

Debbie Alfred 
Rick Nasti 

Tom Bovard 
Tom Ashcraft 

Leo Wilking 
Ji 11 Edwards 

Dan Daugherty 
Cheryl Birdsall 

David Cox 
Laura Clay 

Tom Getman 
Peggy Walkers 

Richard Breyers 
Mary Westmoreland 

Brad Penny 
Annette Frybourg 

Ashby Thieft 
Eric Holtman 

Garrett Fuller 
Diane Swanson 

Rosemary Warren 
Lynne Holmes 

Position 

Opposed 

In Favor 
Opposed 

In Favor 
In Favor 

Opposed 
Opposed'""' 

In Favor 
Undecided 

In Favor 
In Favor 

In Favor 
In Favor 

In Favor 
Leaning Against** 

Undecided 
Opposed 

In Favor 
Opposed 

Opposed 
In Favor 

In Favor 
In Favor 

Opposed"'"' 
In Favor 

Opposed 
Opposed 

Undecided''' 
In Favor 

Opposed 
Opposed 

Undecided'"'" 
(Oppose d)** 

Opposed 
Undecided*"' 

In Favor 
In Favor 

In Favor 
In Favor 

In Favor 
In Fa vor 



State/Senator 

TEXAS 
Bentsen 
Tower 

UTAH 
Garn 
Hatch 

VERMONT 
Leahy 
Stafford 

VIRGINIA 
R Warner 

Trible 
WASHINGTON 

Evans 
Gorton 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Randolph 
Byrd 

WISCONSIN 
Proxmire 
Kasten 

WYOMING 
R Simpson 

Wallop 

57 = In Favor 

*= Likely vote yes 

**= Major Targets 

Assistant 

Marina Weiso 
Debra Harnsburger 

Joanne Snow 
Steve Markman 

Ann Harkins 
Mike Francis 

Travis Singer 
David Warnick 

Andy McGlocklin 
Maryann McGettigan 

Ned Massey 
Joan Drummond 

Morton Schwartz 
Willy Lerkach 

Paul Hortz 
Michael Hoon 

R= Senators up for reelection in 1984 
( ) Favors Hatch Silent Prayer Amendment 

Position 

In Favor 
In Favor 

In Favor 
In Favor 

Opposed 
In Favor 

In Favor 
In Favor 

Opposed 
Opposed'" '" 

In Favor 
In Favor 

In Favor 
In Favor 

In Favor 
Undecided ''' 



BACKGROUND 

REEVALUATION AND REORGANIZATION OF EFFORTS 
OF IBE 

SOUIBWEST BORDER ACTION GROUP: 

''More BANG for the Bucks'' 

In creating the Southwest Border Task Force, and subsequently 
the Southwest Border Action Group, President Reagan expressed the following 
concept as a goal for the Group's efforts: 

To expedite federal resources into the impacted 
area based on existing appropriations; and assist 
in the economic diversification of the region 
[36 counties along the U.S.-Mexico borders of 
Texas, New Mexico, Arizona and CalifoITiii?. 

In the President's May 5 address at the Cinco de Mayo 
Ceremonies in San Antonio, he said that a "special interagency working 
group ,Lhad been appointe47 to not only investigate but to reconnnend 
specific actions to alleviate some of the hardship caused by economic 
l.ITlcertainty on the other side of the border." 

This was followed by remarks at the .American G.I. Fon.nn 
convention on August 13 indicating that the U.S. government was "determined 
to coordinate every government program we can tap to mitigate economic 
hardship in [thef] border regions." 

To date, it has been reported that almost $200 million of 
Federal assistance in a variety of forms has been provided. There is 
no doubt that the federal departments and agencies, including the Department 
of Conunerce and the Department of Housing and Urban Development, have 
been attempting to comply with the President's directive. Further, with 
a small portion of the area being declared eligible for federal disaster 
relief due to the December freeze, additional Federal aid has been lll1leashed. 

Some examples include: 

• The Department of Transportation moved over 500,000 
pounds of Title I food from U.S. Department of Agriculture 
storage facilities in Dallas-Fort Worth to McAllen 

• The Regional Housing and Urban Development officials in 
Fort Worth annol.D1ced that CoTIUl1lil1ity Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) flll1ds - - up to $50,000 -- could be used 
to repair leaks and other problems resulting from the 
freeze 
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w-IAT IS NEEDED 

While some progress has been made and dollars utilized, a 
reevaulation is appropriate on two (2) fronts: 

• Are we, in fact, doing everything possible to be 
of help on a broad basis, i.e. coordinating every 
program that can be tapped? 

• Are we announcing our progress in an effective 
manner to our border constituents? 

The simple answer to each of these questions is "No. 11 

First, HUD has been extremely active both in the Region and 
at HUD Central, but less progress has been forthcoming from other 
departments, i.e. until the four counties recently experienced the 
inclement weather conditions. However, even at HUD, problems exist. 
During the most recent round of Urban Development Action Grant (UDAG) 
ftmdings, several quality border projects were passed over due primarily 
to a new strict computer ranking program. 

Second, even though some good deeds are being done, credit is 
being lost either to Democratic governors, i.e. Mark White of Texas, or 
through bumbled press releases. EXAMPLE: The major announcement last 
fall about border aid included UDAG dollars going to North Texas cities; 
the Department of Transportation loan guarantee to Global Marine for 
North Atlantic offshore drilling rig construction. We would note that 
in the latter case if the guarantee had been couched merely in terms of 
number of j~bs saved, the impact would not have been so devastating from 
a public relations standpoint. 

In either event, it is irrnnaterial now why these items were 
either included or announced in the manner chosen -- perception on the 
home front is "White 2, Feds O. 11 

RECQ\11\fENDATIONS 

The following are reconunended improvements for the working 
of the Group: 

• More broad in~act of assistance. Aside from HUD, 
reach for ideas from Health and Human Services and 
Education. Be creative utilizing the public and 
private sector, as well as academia where possible. 

• Utilize the regional political appointees both on
site, as well as in corrommicating particular needs 
to Washington. 
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• Develop a clear line of col11ITil.ll1ication and a focal 
point for public release of infonnation. 

Senator Tower, who originally recorrnnended to the President, 
via the Chief of ·Staff, the need for the Group) could be a link in the 
improvement of the public perception of the Group. First, his office 
has the available staff and knowledge (in Texas) to research and work 
with regional political appointees on new and existing programs within 
the purview of the Group's goals. 

Second, the Senator's press function could release data 
and infonnation quickly, effectively giving credit to the Administration 
through both the official release and key telephone calls without the 
political fallout which might be associated with a White House release. 

TIMING IS CRITICAL! In order to avoid the politicization of 
the assistance, we must "hit the road ming" and make significant 
progress before the surrnner arrives. Given the President's recent reelection 
announcement, political overtones will doubtlessly accompany any announce
ment. However, if effectively communicated, the overtones can be 
lessened and the focus can be shifted to mitigating the economic hardship 
that still exists in the area, notwithstanding the general recovery of 
the economy. 

For example, ample lead time can be given on a weekly basis 
to the Senator's Press operation via Congressional liaison offices. 
Unfortunately, we are aware of numerous instances where announcements 
of grants, awards, etc. have been "ann0tmced" by lower level bureaucrats 
rather than via Congressional offices. Perhaps the President, or someone 
at his dire~tion, should reaffinn his commitment to helping the area at 
the appropriate level of every department or agency. Technically, final 
decisions are made at the Assistant Secretary-level or above. Announce
rrents by GS employees are unacceptable. We realize that it is virtually 
impossible to prohibit this from occurring, yet a stern, reaffirmation 
by the appropriate supervisor in each case of the ''process" could be 
helpful. · 

Each participating department or agency could designate one 
(1) individual who is responsible for implementation and who has virtually 
unlimited access to final decision-makers, and that individual could keep 
in weekly contact with the office of Mr. Craig Fuller, Assistant to the 
President for Cabinet Affairs and coordinator of the Southwest Border 
Action Group activity, and one (1) individual in Senator Tower's office, 
regarding coordination of efforts. Under such a system, when special 
needs are identified, it would be apparent who must be contacted to provide 
input. 

In short, open and effective lines of coITrrrn.rnication, coupled 
with effective press initiatives, would be extremely beneficial in rescuing 
what has become a floundering effort to assist the Southwest Region 
of the United States in revitalizing its economy. 



' . 
J~-IN TOWER 

TEXAS 
COMMITTEES: 

ARMED S ERVICES 

James W. Cicconi, Esquire 
Special Assistant to the President 

and to the Chief of Staff 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

WASHINGTON, C.C. 20510 

February 2, 1984 

Re: Urban Development Action Grant Applications 
in the Rio Grande Valley 

Dear Jim: 

CHAI RMAN 

BANKING. HOUS ING. ANO 
URBAN AFFAIRS 

BUDGET 

As the economy has improved, the number of quality "deals" has exceeded the supply 
of dollars in both the small and large cities categories of the Urban Development 
Action Grant (UDAG) program. In the last small cities round in November, Secretary 
Pierce indicated that no preference would be given to any part of the country. The 
applications are ranked by computer ... period. Likewise, he has given the same 
directive in the current round. 

Jim, it is Senator Tower's view that this procedure goes against the President's directive 
to provide assistance to those areas of the Nation that have been impacted by the peso 
devaluation. If two quality projects are equal and one is in the Valley or a border area 
within the parameters of the President• s directive, it is our belief that the border applica
tion should be funded. 

Although the Senator's views have been communicated at the staff level and not directly 
to the Secretary, it is his request that the Chief of Staff contact the Secretary, re
affirming the Administration 1 s support for the Southwest Border Action Group. Should 
this course of action continue, we are confident that the Senator will be in contact with 
the Secretary. 

With very best regards, 

J . French Hill 
Special Assistant to the 
Chairman; Senate Sub-

committee on Housing 
and Urban Affairs 

Sincerely, 

\ 
\ 
I 


