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PART I CIPA.'lTS, 

U . S . S ide Soviet Side 

P r es i d ent Re a g a n General Secret a r y Gorbache v 
Secretar y Shult z Foreign Mi ni s ter Sheva r dnad %e 
Taro Sl mo n s , Note taker P . Palazhchenko. No tetake r 
Dimi t ry Za r echna k, N. Us p e n s k i y . Int erp rete r 
Inte rpr et e r 

Int roductor y Exp lana t ion 

The President and Go rbachev had a r rived fo r this f inal 
meeting a t 3:00 PM. For an hour befor e t h a t . Sec retary Shultz 
and Fore i g n Minister Sheva rdnadze had discussed language 
concern ing a rms cont rol. When the Pres i de n t and Go rbachev 
arrived, the Secreta ry a nd t he For e i g n Mi n i s ter inform ed t hem, 
s e parate ly, about the i r discussions. Th e Pre s i de nt and 
Gorbache v then bega n t h e i r me e ti ng , twe nty-m i n utes a f t e r the 
hour. 

Gorbachev b e gan by r ead i ng a coun te rp roposal o f the Sov iet 
s i d e , j u s t worked ou t, based o n the t e llt whi c h Secretary Shultz 
h ad transmitted to She vardna d ze, ac r efere nd um, during their 
me e t ing between 2 . 00 a nd 3.00 PM. Th e e e xe of the U.S. 
propolla l, a s read b y the Sec r et a ry t o Shevardnadze , h ad been as 
f o l l o ws. 

Bot h s ides wo u l d ag r e e t o confine themsel v es t o r e s e a r c h , 
d evelop lle n t and testi ng whi c h i s p e rllitted by the ABM Treaty 
for a p e riod of fi v e yea rs, t hro ug h 1991, dur ing wh i c h time a 
SO% red uct i o n in s t r ategic o ffensive aqienal s wou l d b e 
a c h ie ved. This be i ng d o ne , both sides "'wi l l continue the pace 
o f reduc t i o n s with r espect t o all remaini ng o f fensive ballistic 
missiles wi t h the goal of the total elimi nation of all 
o ffensive ballistic lIissiles by the end of a s econd five-yea r 
period. As long as these r educ tions continue at the 
appropriate pace. the same re s t r i c t i o n .. wi l l c o n t i n u e to 
apply. At the e nd o f the t en-y e ar p e riod, wit h all o ff e nsi v e 
ballistic missil es e li mi na t e d . ei ther side wo u l d be free t o 
int roduc e de f e n s e s. 
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I n introd uc i nq his counte rpr oposal , Go r bache v beqan by 
sayinq tha t i t incorporated the positi ons ot the U. S . a nd 
Sovi et a ide. ",nd al s o s t r engthened the AM T reaty • .,h i r e 
d r asti cally r e d uc i ng nucle a r a e llS. The c;ou n t e r p r o pos " l w" . as 
f o l l Ow. , 

The USSR and the Un i t e d S ta tes unde r ta ke f or ten year . no t 
t o e xe rcise their e xisting right o f withdrawa l f ro. the ARM 
Tre a t y . wh i c h i . o f u n l i . i t ed du rati on. and du ring t ha t p eri od 
st rictly t o c e e e r v.. a ll it s p rovisi ons. The t esti ng in spac e 
o f all space CO.llpon e n t s o f anti-ballistic . i •• i l e d e f e n • • ~ . 

p rohibi ted , except r e sea r c h and t •• t i n9 eeee uc e ee i n 
labo rato rie.. Wi t h i n t he fi r s t f i v e yea rs o f t he t en-yea r 
p er i od l a nd t h u s by the e nd o f 1991 ). t h e s t ra tegic: o ffe nsive 
a rm. o f the t ....o sides sha ll be r ed uc e d by SO percent . Du r i ng 
t h e f ollowing fi v e yea rs o f t hat pe riod. the rella ini ng 
50 perc .nt o f t he t wo s i des' . t r ateg ic o f f e n s i ve arll . sha l l be 
red uced . Thu s by t he e nd o f 1 9 9 6 . t h e s t rateg ic o f f ensive a rlls 
o f t h e USSR and the United S t a t •• wi ll h ave been to t a lly 
e li ll i na t ed . 

Go rbachev s a i d t his c o n t ll i n.d . l . .. . nt . o f bo th t h e Sov i et 
and the U. S. propo sals. The Soviet s we r e prepa red to agr•• 
tha t d lly to con fi r m the situati on as it ex ists with the ABM 
Treaty and t o .nrich it by the comll i t m. n t to elimina te 
strat .gic o f f e n s i v e we a p o n s . 

The Presid ent s a i d thi s . eelled onl y s lig h t l y differe nt 
f r o .. the U. S. po.iti o n. The S.cr. t s r y not e d that ther e we r e 
inde ed di f f e rence s . 

The Pr esid e n t s a i d he h ad t h e f ol l o wing proposal. (He 
then r ead the U. S . p r oposal cited above , unde r I ntroductory 
Expla nat i on . ) 

Go r b.seh e v aaid h is view waa t h a t the Soviets h a d . oved 
f orward by adopti ng the periodizati on p r o posed by the U.S . -
two fiv. -ye a r periods -- whil e s t rengthen i ng the ARM Tr. a t y a nd 
linki ng s t rengthening the ARM Tre aty wi th r eductio na . Wit h 
regard to t he U.S••i d e· s f orllula. it does no t sati a f y So viet 
require••nt • • The Soviets ' lIain o bjec t i ve . f or t he pe riod wh e n 
we a re purauing deep red uct i o n a , i a to s t r engt h e n t h e ABM 
Treaty r egi .e and not t o unde r a ine i t . He would t h u s o nce 
agai n ask t he U.S . si d e t o lIeet t hi s a i, i . a l require . e n t . 
The ir p ropoaal was int ended t o a a aure that t oday' s ARM Tre a t y 
i s c on fi rlled a nd s t r e ng thened . with s ecur e o b l i g a t ions t hat f or 
t e n yea rs i t will not be g o na a rou n d. that t he r e wi l l be no 
deplo yment o f s ystells i n space . as we g o t h r o ugh d e e p 
reducti o n . t o e li.ina t ion o f o f fe n a i ve w. a pon s . 
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Gorbachev sa id he wa n ted t o s t r ess t hat the ba n wo uld not 

be On r e s e a rch a nd tes ti ng in l a bor a t o r i e s . They wo uld be 
con f i n e d t o laboratories , but t h i s wo u l d open o p p o r tu n i t i e s f or 
both the U. S. and Soviet s id es to do all the necessary research 
in the fie l d o f space syst ems such as SDI . I t would not 
und ermine SDI, but wo u l d put i t in a c e rtain frame wor k. He 
a sked t h e Preside nt for an ag r ee ment tha t me t these 
r e qu i remen ts. 

Th e Pr es id ent s aid tha t we had want e d to meet t h e Soviet 
need for l e n years. and we h ad done s o. He as ked why the r e 
should be any rest rictions beyond that p e riod, when both s ide s 
wi ll ha v.. gotten wh at t h e y claim t hey wa n t -- the elimination 
of o f f ensive miss i les. Why im p o s e re s t ri c t i o n s beyond the 
t en-ye a r p e r i o d, he as ked. 

Gorbachev sa id t h i s wa s not something t h a t needed to b e 
put dOwn on p aper. 

The Pre s i d ent s aid he did no t see wha t the basic 
diffe rence wa s , unl ess it wa s t he in t e rp r e t ation o f the Treat y . 

Go rbache v sa i d that wi t h regard t o h i s proposal he did no t 
k now wh y i t could not be accep t ed . After te n y e a rs the two 
s ides cou ld find ou t wha t the solu tions were through tal ks . 
The SOlu tion wo uld not necessa rily be SOt. The U. S . migh t find 
i t wa s SOl, and t h e So vi e t s might fi nd i t wa s someth ing else. 
He didn' t see wh y we ne ed to s ign o n b l i ndly t o SO L a t this 
po int. Thus the Sov iet s had come up wi t h a fo rmula t h a t me ets 
this : in t he next s eve r al y e a rs a fter the t en- y e a r per iod the 
t wo sides wou l d fi nd SOl ut i ons in t hi s f ield i n n egotiations. 
Th i s wa s a broad f ormu l a t hat a f t e r ten years t he U.S . could 
con tinue SDI i f it wanted . I f the U.S. wanted , this could be 
discussed in negot i at ions, a f t er the ten y ea rs . Why pledge to 
SDI r i g ht now, h e as ked. 

The President r e pl i ed that h e assumed both sides ag r eed 
t h a t ver ificat i on wo u l d assure that n e ithe r had ballist ic 
mi s s ile s after t he ten yea r s. Isn' t i t n e c essary to p l edg e 
s o mething to a s s ure a defen se s omeone who mi gh t come a l o ng and 
want to redevelop n uc lear mi s s i le s , h e asked . 

Go r bache v s a id that at l east it wa s the Sov i e t view that 
f o r t en y ea rs , wh i le we pro ceed to t h e unique historical tas k 
of eli minating nucl e a r f orce s, we should. s t r engthen the ABM 
T r e a t y regime. Why should we c reat e ot ~e r p robl e ms who s e 
p ro s p ects are d i m and who s e conseque n c e s are unkn own, t h a t 
l ea ve o ne s i de in doub t abou t r e duc ing nuc l ea r we apons Whi le 
the o ther sid e re t a ins them under t he guise of defensive 
we a pons. Wh y burden ag r e ement by the se wei g ht s ? I t wa s ha rd 
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e no ug h t o c o me t o t h is a9 ~e ement . Th at i s why the}" l i n k 
r e d u c ti o ns t o doing wi thout defens ive syst ems fo r ten years. 
Afte r wa rds we can discuss them. But du r i ng t h e t en years t h ere 
should b e only laboratory researc h. ;;e c a n see wh a t the 
si tuation is wh i l e we e l 'i e i n e t e off e ns ive we a po n s , and t h e n 
d i ao u s s wha t ne xt after that. It i s c o mp r e h e n s i b l e and logical 
to r e t a i n the T reaty. The U. S . side wo u l d b e p ermitted 
labora to ry u ! s e a r c h. and o f course the Sovie t side wo u l d t o o. 
I n t h e u.s . case this wou ld me an 501. Th e Sov i e ts we re not 
trying t o bu ry SO l . 

The President said the Sovie ts had as ked for ten years, 
and ...e had gl ve n te n and a h al f. because a f t er ten years we 
would have to give the si x-month withdrawal not ice. Du r i ng 
that period both side s wo uld be abl e to do t he research, 
development a nd t e s t i ng Whi c h is p ermitt ed by the ABM Trea ty. 
If t h e y then decide t o go for ward wi t h defen ses , wh a t obj ection 
can t h e r e be u nl ess something is b eing hidden? This p rovid es 
p ro t ection fo r the fu ture. We wi ll make i t availa ble t o t h e 
Soviet s i d e if i t wa nt s i t . 

I f the Soviets fe lt that s trongly about st r engthen ing the 
ABM Treat y , wh y didn ' t t h e y get rid of Krasnoya r s k and the 
wh ole de f e n s e s tructure t hey ha ve bu ilt around the i r cap ital, 
the Pr esi d e n t asked . The y h ave a bi g de f e n s e s t r ucture and we 
h ave none . It is a peculi a r fact that we do not h ave a s ingle 
d efense " gainst a nucl e"r attac k. 

Go rbache v a gain ask ed t hat t h e President look at t h e 
Sov i et p roposaL wh i ch , he sa i d , i nc o r por ated both t he U.S. and 
the Soviet point o f v iew . I f i t were acce p t" bl e, the Soviet 
s ide wo u l d be p r e pared t o sign off on it . 

At th is point t h e Sec reta ry as ked S~mons to t ype up t he 
Sov iet proposal , and s hor tly t he rea ft er Pala z hchenko we n t to 
dictat e an English tra nslat i o n o f it to Simons . 

The Pr es ident "aid t ha t h e thought t h e t wo s ides we r e ve ry 
c los e t o an agreement. 

Go r bac h e v not e d that a n a d d it i o n should b e ma de to the 
t ext whi c h t he Sovi e t side had j ust transm itted to t h e e f fec t 
that d u r i ng t h e n e x t fe w y e a rs af t er the ten-year pe r i od the 
t wo sid e s should n e goti a t e a mutually acc e ptable SOlution 
conce rn in'] t he i r fu ture course o f act ion. The U.S . side feels 
t h a t this should be SDI . The So vi e t si ~ migh t wan t someth ing 
else. Bu t the Sov iet f o r mula wo u l d permit f inding a mutually 
accep table solut ion f or fu t u r e acti vity a f t e r the t e n-y ear 
p e riod. Why wo u l d t h i s not b e s a t isfac tory to t h e U.S .; 
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Th e P resident rep l i e d tha t if both sides had complete ly 
eliminate d n ucl e a r we a p o n s and there was no long e r any t hreat, 
why wo u l d there be any cOncern if One side bu il t a s a feguard, a 
defensi v e s ys t em agai n s t non-e xistent we apori s , in case there 
might be a need fo r i t in the f u t u re ? Th e President had a 
dif ferent picture -- pe rhaps aft er the ten-year p eriod the 
Soviet side wo u l d wa n t to bu ild n e w missiles. and wo u l d not 
want t h e U.S. to h ave defenses agains t thelll . But he preferred 
to s e e a d iffe r en t fo rmul a . Ten y e a rs f rom nOw h e wo u l d be a 
ve ry old man . He and Gorbach.. v wo uld come to I celand and e /lch 
o f t hem wo u l d b ring the l ast nucl ear miss il e f rom each country 
wi t h them . Then t h e y wo u l d g ive a tr emendous p a r ty for t h e 
wh o l e "'O ~ I d. 

Go ..bachev i n t e rj e c t ..d thdt h e t h oug h t the t wo sides W"re 
c los e t o rea chi ng a COmmon fo~ ..ula. He did no t t h i nk the U. S . 
shoul d s usp ect the Soviet Un ion o f ha ving evi l d esigns . If it 
hdd s uch d es i gn s , it wo u l d not ha ve gone so fa~ i n p roposing 
r e d uc t ions o f s t r at eg ic a nd med ium- r ang e mi s s ile s . 

The P~es ident cont inued to d esc r ibe h is vi si on o f their 
Pl e e t ing in Ic eland t en yea rs from nOw. He wo u l d bf, ve ry old by 
t hen a nd Go r bache v wo u l d not rec ogn ize hi... Th e Pre si d e nt 
would say , "He llo , Mikh a i l. ~ And Go~bache v wo uld say, " Ro n . 1S 
it y o u ? " And t h e n the y wo u l d d e st roy the l as t missiles. 

Gorbachev r eplied t hat he d id not know i f we ",a u l d li ve 
anothe r ten yea~s . 

The Pr esident s aid he was counting on li ving tha t long. 

Go~bdc h e v s aid t ha t t h e President h ad got ten p a st the 
dang erous per i Od d nd wo u l d now live t o b e 10 0, b u t in his c a s e 
h e wa s in the most d ang e ~ous period of a mll n 's life, e speciall y 
af ter negoti a ting wi t h the Pr es i d e n t, wh o wa s s a p p ing al l the 
st ~e ngth he h a d. He h ad he a rd that t h e Pre s i dent d i d not li ke 
to Pl a ke concess ions a nd wd n t e d only to cOme out a wi n ner . But 
h e t h o ught both s i d e s ought to be wi nn e r s . The P~esi d e nt 

remark ed t h a t he wo u l d no t live to 1 0 0 i f h e h a d t o wo rry every 
day about bei ng h i t b y a Sovi e t mi s si le . 

Go r bac h ev r ep li e d t ha t the y had ag ~eed to elimi na te the m. 

The President repeated t hat both side s h dd g o t ten good 
results, i.e. a 50\ r .. duct ion in t he f i ,.st s tag e a nd t ot a l 
e lim i nat i o n in the s econd . cceeecn e v l1'ad pledged to h is people 
bac k hom e that he wo u l d get a t e n -yea r p e r iod, a nd t he 
P~e s ident had ple dged t hat h e wo u l d no t g ive up SOL He had 
al r elldy llg r e ed to d elaying SOl d eploy ment , b u t he could go back 
a nd SllY that he had not given up SOl, a nd Go r bach e v c o uld say 
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that he had gotten the t en-y e a r p e riod . Th e Pres ident thought 
t ha t the U.S. pe ople and the Soviet peop l e wo uld c hee r t hat 
the y had gotten rid o f n uclear mi s s i l e s . and wou ld be happy for 
the two o f them. 

Go rba c h ev re iterated t hat wha t the So v iet s s a i d a bou t 
researc h a nd t e s t ing i n the labo r atory con s ti t u ted the ba s i s 
a nd the o p portun ity f o r t h e U. S . t o go on with i n t he 
fralle wor l<of 5 0 1. So the U. S. wo u ld not have renounced S DI On 
i t s s i d e. He wa S a convinced opponent of a s ituat ion where 
t here i s a wi n ne r and a lose r . In that c a s e , af ter the 
a g r e e me nt i s rat if ied, t he lose r wo u l d t a ke s t e p s t o und enl1ine 
t h e agre ement. sO that cou ld not be t he right basis. Th e r e had 
to be an e qual f o o ting. The d o cuments s hou l d b e d e s e r ving of 
r a tifi ca t i o n a s b e ing in t he i n t e r e s t of bot h s ides. 

The P r es i d e n t asked what then is wrong wi t h go i ng b y t h is 
and then saYlng that t h e question o f t he r esearch, deve lopment 
and test ing whi ch is p e r mi t ted b y the ABH T reaty is r eserved 
f or the i r me eting in Was h i ngt o n , tha t the y then c o uld decide 
wheth e r i t i s u nd e r the ABM p rovi s ions. 

Gorbachev replied that wi t h o u t t h a t the r e wa s no package . 
He bel ieved t h e Sovi e t s i d e had convinced the U. S . s ide o f the 
e x ist ence of an interrel ationsh i p bet we en the issues. If we 
agre e on deep reductions i n nuclear we a p o n s we need c o n f i d e n c e 
that the ABH Treaty wil l b e o b s e r ve d during the p e riod o f the 
process o f el iminating them . Th is wou l d b e a very histori c 
pe r iod, improving a d ange r ous situa tion after a period o f 
tens i ons. Th i s decis ion wo u l d also b e in the i nterest o f t h e 
U.S. during that time . 

Th e President c o mme n t e d that t hey were no t getti ng 
anyplace. He p ropose d the y cons ide r why t he r e wa s an objection 
t o the U.S. f ormu la i f they a g reed that t en yea rs down the r oad 
the r e wo u l d be no bal l ist iC lI i s s i l e s . He p roposed a rece ee 
whe re they wo u l d ., eet wi t h their people, a nd see wh a t i s 
keeping t hem a par t. 

Go r b a c h e v s a i d that a p h r a s e s h o u l d b e added t o the text 
wh i c h the Soviet s i d e had t r a n smitted t o t h e ef f ect t h a t both 
si d e s s h o u l d a rri ve at a mutually accep table so l ution, t hrough 
negot ia t i o n. about wh a t to do fo llowing the ten-year per iod. 
This r e fl ect ea t he Pz e e Ldent;.' s ideas o n SOL. 

, 
( At this point the typed version o f th"'; Soviet coun t e r p r o posal 
was b r o ught i n. ) 

The Pres iaent saia Sec r eta r y Shult z wo u l d s p e a k abou t 
a r e ee reeeee between the two t e xt . . The Sec r eta ry said t h e r e 
seemed to b e t wo di f f e rences. The fi rs t i s how t o h a nd l e what 
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i s plftlllitte d d ucing the ten ye a r s . The s e cond , if he 
un de rstood co rr ec t ly . is th a t the sev r e es see a pe r iod of 
inde fi n i t e d urat i o n f o r ag ceelllent not t o depart f colII t ne ABtl. 
Tr". ty , whi le t he U.S . side s e es ten ye<1lrs. 

COrbachev s a id we needed cl a r ity a t t hi s sta g e a bou t 
whe t he r t o unde r ta ke ( ea l r ed uc t i o ns Wh i l e . t r e ng t he n i ng . no t 
we a ke n i ng. t ne A8<'I Tr e .. ty regille . Th ill , t he rig h t t o wi t hdr aw 
t hat bot h s i des ha ve now wo u l d no t be used fO l t e n yea r . , a nd 
a ft er t en years we wo u l d cons i d e r how t o d e a l wi t h t he 
q ue . t i on . Perha p s we wo ul d keep t o it , pe rha ps t her e wo ul d be 
new e lements . Bu t i n those ten year . .. e ...o u l d s t r e ng t hen and 
no t ",. alen the Yr • • ty r eq i lll•• 

The Sec re t a ry a sk e d whe t her Go rbachev was s a y ing t ha t 
a fte r ten yea r e t he e s pec t e ccu e not wi t hd r <1l wi ng wou ld al s o De 
o ve r . Gorbache v repl i ed th<1lt <1Ifter t e n ye <1l ra the t wo s i de. 
coul d e xe rc ise <1111 sor t . o f r i g h t s . The Sec r e t u y commented 
t h <1l t th<1l t he l pe d . Go r b<ll c he v sugg es t e d they <1Idd t o the t ext the 
s e n t e nce "In t he co ur se o f t he s ucceed i ng s eve r <1l 1 ye<1lr s, the 
t wo s i de s s hou l d find i n t he cour s e o f nego t i<1lt i ons f urt her 
mu tU<1l11y <1I c cept<1l bl e ,ol u t ions i n t hi . fi .ld . " She v <1l r d na d z. 
co....nted that und e r the Sov i e t p r opos <IIl ther e wo uld b. no 
l i. i t a ll. r ••e arCh, e Kce p t t hat i t wo u l d be conf i ne d t o 
l abo u to r iell . 

Gorbache v a s_ ed t he President t o r ec a l l t he ir . e e t ing i n 
Gen eva . The Pr e s i de n t wa . hos tl i t wa. all. t h e l a s t night l t he y 
we r e si t t i ng a ll. t he ' o f a d r in_ i ng co ff e e . They we r e i n a good 
atmo. pher e . At t ha t po i n t S hul t z c a me i n t o r e port that t he 
Sov i e t de l egation did no t ag r e e on c e r t a i n poin ts . Th e 
Presiden t had a s_e d him , si t t i ng t h er e a ll. the so f <1l . wh<lllt t he 
hel l Shou l d be d one. a nd . uggeste d bang ing h i s ha nd a ll. th e 
t a ble . He (Gor b<lll c he v) h<llld gone o ut. a nd in fif t een mi nu t e . 
e ve ry th i ng wa s f iK ed. NOw they coul d go ou t i n the s a me w<lll Y. 
a nd t he Pre sident coul d go ou t <1Ind f ix ever ything i n t en 
mi nute. . I t woul d be another v ictor y f o r the U. S . side . 

The S!!Fet e ry .aid he wa nt ed t o be c l e a r a bout one th i ng. 
The Sov l .~. propo,e l ' a id t ha t d ur i ng t he s econd f i ve - yea r 
per i od t he re.ain ing we a pons woul d be · r ed uc ed. " Di d " r e duc ed · 
lDea n a t • c ons t a n t pac. ? Gor bache v Said that the 1lI0da l i t ie. 
coul d be written d own i n t he t r e a ty. The Sec re t a r y no t ed that 
the Pr es i de n t talk ed a bou t ll tr <1l t eg ic o f f e n. i ve wea pons • 

•
Gor bache v rec a l l ed t ha t t he day be l ore t he ~ov i e t s had 

p r opolled t hat a l l types o f s t r a t eg i c f o r c e. be c u t by h a l f . 
Thi ' wa . f or the f ir . t f ive years . It cove r e d t h e who l e 
t rad . The s e cond fi ve-yea r per i od wou l d take c a r e o f the re.t 
o f the . t r a t e g i c f orc e s . 
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Th e Sec reta ry noted that ou r ~ropo sa l refer re d t o 
"of fens i ve ballist ic ~ i s s i l es , " and th e Sov i e t t o "st rateq i c 
o f fe ns i ve ar ..s, " These lIIay be diff .rent categories. He ..a nt.d 
t o be sure . 

Go r bac he v repe a t e d that the Sov i. ts had lII ade a p r opo sa l 
t he day Qefore . He co ~ l d say f rankly it ha d no t be e n a e a. y 
decisi on, If .. e try to s e a r c h f o r ag reements On sUbceili nq s, 
.. e ., i l l neve r get out o f It. He had sllggested t hat they ec e 
t h r ollgh tni . , and eu e everything by SO, , inclU ding the 55 -1 8. 
the U. S . .. a s conce r ne d e bcu t , Ot he r . i l S i l e s .. h ich wer e no t 
s t r a t eg i c " o ll i d be cove r ed oy the s e pa r a t e ag r e e..e nt s that ha ve 
oeen . lIoe . 

The PreS Ident a nd the Gene ral S ec r e t a r y ag reed t o take a 
b tlHl ll to sort cu t. the d ifferences b.t.. . . n the t wo texts . ITh e 
b r e a k las ted fr o . 4 : 30 t o 5: 30 P.1. I . 

Af te r the b r e a k, the Pres iden t l a i d he ha d been sorry t o 
keep Gor bac hev so long , bll t Gorbac bev kne w t he tr o llole 
Alll e r i cans had ge tti ng a l o ng with e ach o the r, 

The Prel i de n t con t inlle d that h e ha d s pe n t t h i s l o ng time 
t r yinq ve r y ha rd t o me e t the Gene ra l Sec r e ta r y ' s desir e fo r a 
ten - ye ar si t llat ion , Th is ha d to be h il fin a l e f fo r t . 
The Pr e s i dent t he n r ead t he fo l lowi ng t ext : 

~n e USSR a nd the United S t a t •• llnde r take f o r t e n yea rs not 
t o e xe rcile t hei r exi st i nq r i g h t o f wi t hdr awa l fr olll t he ~ 

Treaty, Whi c h il o f llnl illlited dura ti on , and d uri ng tha t pe ri od 
s t ric t ly to eese eve a l l it s p rov is ion. , whi l e con t inu ing 
r e s ea r c h , deve l o pme n t and t e st i nq wh i c n i s per mi t t e d by t he A~ 

Treaty, Withi n t he fi r st fi ve yea r s o f the t e n- ye a r pe r i od 
(and t hus thro ug h 1991 1 , the s t r a teg ic o f f e ns ive a rlllS of the 
t wo sides .na ll be red uc e d oy SO pe rcen t. During t he foll o wi ng 
five ye. rs ot t h.t period, all r e .a i ninq Of fens i ve ballistic 
lIIissiles o t t he t vo s ides shal l be reduced . Thus by t he e ng o f 
1996, al l o f f e ns ive ballis tic .iss ilel o f the USSR and the 
un i t ed S t a t •• wil l ha ve been tot.lly eli.ina t ed . At t he end o f 
t he t e n- ye ." period, e itner side cou ld deploy de f enses if it so 
c hos e . un I e •• the pa rt ie s agr e ed o t h e r v i . e . 

Gor bac he v ref e r r ed t o tne text o f " .eaea r ch, develop.ent 
and t.sti ng wh i c h i s pe r . itted by t he .-.aM Tr e a ty , " and noted 
t ha t r e f er e nc e to l abo r a tory t.s ti ng had disa ppea r ed . Th. 
Presiden t r e p l i ed t hat ins tead the Sov ie t s ide now had the li ne 
a bo u t resea rch , development a nd t e sti nq whi c h is perlllit t.d by 
t he A~ Treaty . 

s S e RB",," Eli.. t i' t ' i: I 



Gorbachev "s ~ed wha t the pur pose o f t h is was. The 
Pr e si de n t r eplied t hat t he i r peop l e i n Genev a mus t dec i de what 
L5 p e~mitted . The t~o sides ha ve dif fe~e nt v iews on th is . 

Go~bac hev as ked aga i n ... hethe~ the l a ngu age on lab o ~ a t o ry 

t est in g had been omitt ed on pu~ pose . He waS t~yin g to cla rif y 
t he U.S . p r oposal . 

The Pr e s i de n t confirmed t ha t it had bee n left out o n 
p u ~ po s e • 

Gorbach ev continued t ha t h i s ne xt question ~a s th a t the 
fi rst pa r t o f t he proposal tal ks about st~ateg ic offensive 
"'eapons , and the s econd p a r t a bout ballistic mi s s il e s . He 
a s ked "' tly t ne r e is this d i ffe rence of app~oach. 

1'he President said he had ~ece i ved th e me s s a ge v n t i e he 
",a s ups ee i r s that t he Soviets ~er e mainly i nterested in 
b"llistic mlssi les. He had thou9ht ea r l i e ~ that they we ~ e 

thinking of ev e r yth i n9 nucle a r , and t he n he ha d hea ~d it ~as 

ba llistic missiles . 

Gorbachev s aid no, they had i n mind strateg ic of f ensive 
weapo ns. He then turned to me d i um- ra nge missiles. 

The p ~esident i n t e r rupt ed to as k wha t Go rbachev meant. 

Go~bachev said he could confirm tha t the Soviets are fo r 
reducin9 strate9ic otfensive we a pons . Othe r a9reements wou l d 
cover o th e r ve .apons , ro e i ns t a nc e medium - range wea pcn s , Tha t 
p,, ~ t on ~ha t the U.S . s ide c a ll e d INF is in the second pa r t of 
the a 9~eement. The re we wou l d also de al ~ ith mi s si l e s ~ i t h 

rang es o f l e s s than 1000 ki l omete r s . He wa s not removin9 
anything f r om the tabl e , but he wa n t e d to be sure there i s 
identity in the t wo pa rts. He ~a s no t changing posi tions . He 
~is h e d to cla ~i fy things . 

The p~ es i dent p roposed to a dd " s tra tegic · to o ur language, 
mak i ng it · s t r a t e 9 i c offensive ball istic missiles . " 

Gorbachev a s ke d wne re aircraf t ve r e , They ve r e i n the 
tr i a d , and we had ag r e e d to r educ e t he vno r e triad: land -based 
strategic missiles , sea-launched, strateg ic bombe r s , The t wo 
sides ha d aete rmined lon9 ago what is strategic. 

The Pres iden t said ~e had proposed 1reducing a l l ba l l i s t i c 
missiles o n l a nd a nd sea , out he was ready to i nc l ude a l l t he 
n uclear weapons ~e can . 

Go~ bachev sa id we should use the Who l e triad . 
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The Pr esident said t he n we s hould ta ke o u t "stra tegic ." 
Then all ballistic missiles wo u l d be e l i mi nated . 

Go r bac he v s aid we should i nc lude land -based, sea - based and 
bombers. 

lh e president as ked if t hat were the on ly t hing Gor bac hev 
obj e c t ed t o i n the U. S . proposal. 

Gorbachev sa id he wa s ju s t clarifying to be su r e . He 
wou ld e xpl a in the Soviet posit ion . 

The president sa id i f t h i s wa S a problem we shoul d wo rk on 
it. lO e had agr e ed to the record o f t he g r oup on red ucing all 
t hree elemen ts. 

Gorbache v said the agreement should be iden tical fo r both 
sides , for the fi rst a nd second f ive -yea r periods . The concep t 
is t o r educ e 50 % fo r all types. At the Same t ime t he y had 
agr ee d t o the Amer i c a n rule , t a k i ng i nto ac c o unt gra vity bombs 
and SRA'Is. 

The President s aid the re had been a misunde rstandi ng o n 
o ur part as to what the Soviets wen ee e • 

The Sec re tary s aid he thOught loI e had to be c a ref ul IoI he n it 
came to eliminating all s t r ategic of fensive arms i f we don 't 
deal wit h shor t -r ange ba llistic missiles , He realized we we r e 
dealing wi t h it in a no t her p lace, but pe rhaps this waS the 
place t o de al wi t h i t decisively. 

Gorbachev sa id Shul tz COuld wr i te i n t o the text on the 
second period t ha t a l l st ra teg ic offensive arms wi ll have been 
eliminated , ~ i nc lud ing ba l lis tic missi les .- The missiles wi t h 
r a ng e s sho rter than 10 00 k i l ometer s a re ha ndl ed i n the 
med ium - range agreemen t . ;;e s hou ld wr i t e we wi l l f reeze them 
and then negot ia t e about t heir dest ruct ion . Everyth ing should 
be encompassed . Ai s s i l e s o f less than 1000 kilome ters are 
oe i ng ha nd l ed e l s ewhe r e . Freeze them and t he n sta rt t al kS 
a bo ut the i r dest ruction , 

The Secretar y s a i d we a re t a lk ing abou t t wo s tages , th e 
f irst f Ive ye a rs a nd t he second five years . I ns ofar as we deal 
wLt h i n t ermed iate - <I nd short -range we a po ns, we tal ked about an 
agreement to l a s t until i t was supe rsed""ed. eut we think of 
t his as a first ee ecn , Presumably, he continued, wha t we have 
agreed t o on I NF loIi l l happen wi t h i n the f i r st fi ve years . All 
the missiles loI i l l be gone . 
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Gor b ache v sai d y e s , lncl<Jding thos e wi t h less ttlan 1 0 0 0 
ki lometers' range a s we l l. Bu t wh e n tOU spe a k abo ut All.'! yo u 
spea k o n l y a bo u t strate g i c ... .. apo ns. ~e have a c o mmon 
unde rsta nd i ng abo ut ",ha t is strategic . 

Th e Secretary commented that the treaty i s a bou t 
ant i -ballis tic missile s. These a re not only str a teg ic . He 
recogni~ e d there may not be mucn of an a r g ument h.ne . 

Gorbac nev s a i d he did not th in k ther e was a d iffe r e nc e 
b etween the tw o s i d es . 

The Se cretary sugges ted that if we ad d - a nd all Offensive 
ballis t ic miss iles, · we c an come to closure . 

Gorba c hev as ked aga i n Wh y it is d i ff erent for t h e tw o 
peri od s. I n the fi r st par ag raph we s pea k ot s t r a t eg ic 
offensi v e a r ms . He did no t think t here ha d t o be t h i s 
c on t r ad is t i nc t io n . We can so rt that o ~ t ~n e n ~e do t he pape r . 

The President ag r e e d thi s could be so r t ed o~ t . He a sk ed 
~he ther Gor ba c hev wa s s aying t hat beginni ng i n t he fi rs t 
fiv e · year pe ri od and the n go ing on in the sec ond we wo u l d be 
r educi ng a l l nucl e ar weapo ns -- c r ~ ise mis s i l es , battlefie l d 
weapons , s~ b -la un ched a nd the l i ke. I t wou l d be fin e with hi m 
i f we eli min a t e d al l nucl e a r we a pons. 

Gor bac he v s ai d we c a n do th at . We c an e limina te them . 

The Sec r e t a r y s a i d , -Le t 's do it. " 

Tne President reitera t ed t hat he had t hought he had gotten 
a message t ha t Gor bache v wa s in te r e s t e d mainl y in ba ll i st ic 
missil es. Gor bachev reitera t ed that there is a c ontradic tio n 
in the f i r s t and s e cond periods . In the fir st part o f the U.S . 
text i t i s all s t r a t eg ic of f e ns i ve we a po ns , i n t he s econd only 
one t ype of a r ms, and that leave s the res t o u t . 

The president s aid t ha t if they could ag ree t o e l im ina te 
",11 n"clear weapon s , he t hought the y could turn it ove r to 
their Ge ne va peo p l e wi t n t hat unde r s tandi ng , f o r t hem to draf t 
up t hat a greeme nt , and Gor bac he v c oul d come to the U.S . a nd 
s i gn it . 

Gor bac hevagreed. He con tinue d t hat. he now wa n t ed to tu rn 
t o t he ,>,&01 Tr e at y . He was a pp reh e nsive II bout thi s . If the 
treaty i s o f "n limi t ed d ur ati on, and t here is to be s tr ic t 
o bs e r v anc e o f i ts p rov isions , and the tw o s i des agree not to 
use t ne i r r i g ht t o wit hdr aw, then i t i s incomprehens ibl e why 
r esearCh, deve l opment and testing s houl d g o on and not be 
c on fine d t o t he labo r a tor y. The U. S. e v ide ntly saw t hefreaty 
o t he r wise. We s ho uld add to it s st r e ngth . 
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We wi l l be proceed ing o n to 0 br oad reduc t i on of o f f ens ive 
we ", pons , Gorbachev eon r Lnua d . This v ou Lc allow f or r e s ea,,;:h 
and testing in l a bo r a to rie s belt not e lse wher e. Ot her wi se o ne 
side cou l d do research, d eve lopme n t and t es ting a ny wher e, while 
pre tend ing it is not vi o lat ing t he AIl;~ 'rr ee ey , Th is woul d give 
the i mp r e s s i o n tha t one side was tryi ng t o c r e a t e a n unequ a l 
situat ion. He l i ked t o be clear . He wa n t ed to have 
laboratory -o nly in. The Soviet s ide is for str ict o bse r vanc e 
of the Tr e a t y , and only l a bo r a t o r y research a nd t est ing. He 
could not do without the wo r d "Lebor e cc ey ;" I f the U.S . s ide 
wa s i ndeed f o r strict o bservance, it s hou l d a lso be f or 
-laboratory.

.-----C 
Tne Pr e s i de n t sa id that from the beginning o f t he Tr e oty 

the re had been this dif f erence . There was a sort o f l ibera l 
interpretotion, ana also One that c onf i ned this s tr ictly to 
laboratories . Th i s wa s a leg it imat e d ifference. a ut we hod 
gone a l ong Wi!t y , and wha t the hell dif ference did it make. Te n 
years down t he road some country might come along wi t h a madman 
who wa n t ed to build nuclear we a po ns ag o i n . 

The President s aid they co uld be p roud of wha t t h e y had 
done . We may not build SOI in the end ; it might be too 
e xpensive, for instance. But he had promised the Amer i c a n 
people he wo ul d not give up SDI. The Soviets now had ten 
ye ars . We have an ag reement we can be ve ry proud of. 

Gorbachev as ked .... he t her the U. S . side .... Ould not hav e the 
right to decide on SOl development if it put in that it 
recogni zed that work wou l d go on only i n l a bo r a t o r i e s , 
including SCI -related ....or k . But he had to t ake a principled 
position that t he wo rk could on ly be i n laboratories. Th is 
....ould mean it c ou l d not be t r ans f err ed outside, to create 
....eapons and put them in space. That ....as .... hy strict observance 
mean t conf ining work to labor ato ries. If the President agreed , 
they could .... r i te that do.... n . and s ign no ..... 

The Pr esiden t s aid that Gorbachev tal ked abo ut de p l oyme n t 
as if it meant ....eapons i n space . We already had aq r e enenca 
that pr e ve nted tha t. He thought the Soviets ....ere violating 
ag r eem e nts. The re is the Kra s noya r sk radar . Th ey shou ld knock 
i t do .... n , 

Gorbachev s aid the U.S. might be t est ing objec ts, and say 
t hey ....ere not offensive. but ther e .... ou Ld. be suspicions. The 
Soviet side said t e st i ng Should t a ke p r ace only in a ec c r e ec e res . 

The Pr esident sa id he wo ul d not de s t r o y the possibility o f 
proceeding with SOl . He co uld not con f ine ....ork to the 
labor a tory . 
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Gor hac he v said he un der $tood eru. s ...a s t he Pr es i<1ent ' s 

fl na l pos i t ion. He cou l d no t con t i ne Wo rK t o the laboratory . 

Th e Pr es ide nt sa1d . · Ye s ." ~e ha ve s a 1d we ... ill d O wha t 
"'e do Wi t h i n "'ha t ...e be l i e ve a re withi n the limi ts o f the 
Treaty . o u t t nere i s disa~ (e e ..e n t <1.5 t o wha t tne Treaty 
p r ose ! ibes . 

Go rba c ne v said he unde r stOod the U .S . wanted a conc r et e 
f orlTli,lla that g i ves the U. S . the possibi lity o f cond uc tl ng test s 
no t o n l y in the labo r a t o r y but o u t s i d e , and i n s pa c e . 

The Presi de nt s .ai d there i s r e search i n the l a b s t age , b u t 
then you mus t go o u t d o o r s t o tr y out wha t hs' be e n don e in the 
I,11 D . 

GQrbachev sug ges t e d t hat t he y write in -experi ..en t.l , " 
Th is i ncludes .ac ~ups . p r o t o typ•• , s ampl••• Bu t they neede d t o 
write · only in laDor a tor ies , " 

Go r bacnev co n t inu ed t hat he wa s no t . ay ing wha t he wa s 
s a y ing t o be intransigent, o r rig id, o r c aS Uis t ica l . He was 
bei ng ve ry serio us . It they were going to ag ree t o deep 
reducti ons in nucl ear we a pons , and t he U.S . s ide wa n t ed a n 
i nterpretati on t ha t allowed it t o conduct a l l s o r t s o f r e searc h 
t hat wo ul d go against the AB<'l Tr e a t y, and put wea po n s in s pa c e 
and build a 1 ,H g e-s c a l e defense system , then this ...a s 
unacceptable . dut i f the U.S . agr e ed t o ee nr rne this wor~ to 
laborator i es , t he Sov i e t side wo u l d s ign . Th a t ...as why i n 
t helr draft testa o f al l s pa c e e l e me n ts i n s pac e wer e ba nn e d , 
e xcept f or l a bo r ato r y voe s , 

The Pre&l.dent . a i d he cou l d no t give in . 

Go rb <lc hev a .lted i f that was the l a s t word . 

Th e President . a i d ye s . He nad a p r o/)le. in hi s c o un t r y 
ce eeeenev d id not have. If they c r i tic i zed Gor bac ne v , t hey 
...en t t o j a il . (Gorbachev i nte rjected d u ri ng the inte rpre tat i o n 
tna t t he pr esident should read s o me of the things bei ng wr i tt e n 
i n Sov i e t ne wspa per s . ) But, the Pres ident c ontinued, he had 
people ...ho wer e t he most outspoken c r it ic s o f the Soviet Un i o n 
o ve r the yea r s, the so -c a lled right wi ng , and esteemed 
jou rna l i s t s , who ...ere the f i r st t o critiCize him . They were 
~i Cking his brai ns out . • 

Gor bac ne v wo uld go no me with the t en yea rs , t he Pr e .ide n t 
we n t o n . Ile h i • • elf would go ho.e wi t h h is p ledg e t o atic k by 
SDI , a nd con t i n ue res ear c h within o u r interpretati on o f the ASH 
Trea ty ...hen it c alle t o r e search . He ...as no t asking anyt hing 
unusua l . 
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Addr e . Sl o g the President . Go r Oac ne v said he assumed t he 
Pr es i den t wa s a ddre s s i ng h l ~ fr om a po sit i on o f equali ty, a s a 
le ade r o f a not her count ry , on a co nf i den t i a l ba s i s , a nd he 
wo uld t h us be fr a nk . 

The Pr esident wa s th ree s t e ps a way f r om bec oming a ~reat 

Pres ident , ce eeee nev s aid , I t t he y s ig ne d ...h<lt ha d be e n 
o lsc usse d and agr eed t o . These wo u l d be very ma j o r s t e p. . au t 
they n••ded t o include s t r ict Obs e r va nc e o f the ~ Treaty a nd 
con f i ne ••n e o t resea r cn and t es ting t o l a Dor a to r i e s . iochld lnq 
S Ol - r e l a t e d woro< . 

But if t his "a s not poSS i b le , tl'ley cou l d s ay Sl o od bye, /lnd 
f orq et eve rytn ing t he y had d i.cuI.ed. ~ hat had bee n di s c us .ed 
heee in Rey kj avi k wa s a l a s t o p po r t u n i t y , a t l e as t f oe 
Go r bac he v . 

He had ha d t he fir m o e l i e f ~h en he c a ~e he r e -- a nd 
o the r wise he ~ou l d not ha ve pr oposed the me e t i ng - - t ha t the 
p ropo s a ls o f the Sov i e t Un i o n , o f the Sov i e t l e ad e rsh i p, ~er e 

ve ry tar -reachlng , a nd b u i l t o n a h ug e r ese r vo i r ot 
const r uc t i ve spi ri t . With t he s u p po r t o f the U. S . side, the y 
could so l ve ve ry import<lnt pr oblems. 

I f they we r e able t o d o this , Go rbachev continued, a nd 
re s olve the se p rOblems, <Ill the Pres ident's cr itics ~o u l d no t 
open th e ir mouths. The peoples o f the U. S . , ot the Soviet 
Union, o f the Who l e wo r l d wo u l d cheer . No ~, if he tcc ccecne v } 
saw t hat the pre sident could no t ag r e e t o these proposals, t he 
people would s a y that the political leader s c o u l d not ag r e e . 
Wha t t hey had di s c us s ed wo ul d be l e f t to r a nother ge nerati on. 

Gor bache v c o n t i n ue d tha t the Pr e sident had no t mad e a 
s ing l e , subs t a n t i a l , maJo r s t e p in Go rbachev's d i recti on . 

She va r d nad ze s a i d he wa n t e d t o s a y j u.. t o ne thing . The 
tWQ .. i d e .. ~e r. s o c los e to ac c o llpli s hing a n is to ric task. t o 
dec is i ons o f s uc h h i storic s i gn i f i c a nce , t hat if f uture 
generati ons r e ,sd the lI inu t es o f t he se lIe e t i ngs , a nd sa ~ ho w 
c l o s e we h,sd COli. b u t how we did no t us. the ae o p po r tun i t i es , 
they wo u l d neve r f o cg i ve us . 

The President .. ald he wi Sh.d t o Spe a k as o ne po l iti c a l 
l e ade r t o another poli t i c a l t e aae r , He ha d a pc oolell ot g reat 
i mpo r t a nce t o hi.ll o n th i s pa rticu l ar t hing . He ha d e een 
attack ed e ven be fo r e he c ame . he ha d 'il l ven u p a l ong spa n o f 
t ime. He " . s a sklng Gocbachev , a s a POlitical lea de r . t o d o 
th i s o ne t hinq to make i t poss i b l e t oc h i .. t o d e a l wi t h 
Go rbachev i n t he fu t ure . It he d id wha t Goc bac hev a sked, he 
wo uld be ba d l y h u r t i n h is own coun t ry . He a sked th is o ne 
t h i ng o f Go rOache v . 
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Go r b. c ha v s a id he baa s ud eve ry th ing he had t o say , Just 
as t he Pre l i de n t had. 

The President aSKed Go rbachev t o l is ten once agal n to what 
he had propose d : -duri ng t hat p<t r iod s tr ic tly t o OOse r ve all 
it s prov is ions , wh i l e con ti nulng r e see r cn , t e s t r oq a nd 
d evelopllen t whi Ch I S pe rmi t ted by the A.£llol Tr e a ty . " It is a 
ques t lon a t one wo r d . Thi s s hou l d hot be t urned down ove r a 
wo r d . Anyone r e .. d inq that wo ul d bel l e ve tha t t he U.S . is 
co_ i t ted t o the A&4 r r e a t y . 

Go rbacnev co_e nted t nat he cou l d a lso s ay t ne PreS ident 
--wa s ul lnq one word to fr ustrate a Qe e t i nq tha t had p r o lll s ed to 

be n r at.c r rc , Iiu t he " a ul d s pe a k $e r lous l y . I t is no t jus t a 
q ue st i on o f a " ord, but a ques t r on o f pr inc i p le . I f we ar e to 
a gr ee to de e p e eeuc t i cns a nd e l i ll i na t ion o f nuc lea r we a pons , we 
mus t ha ve a firll footing, a t r ont and r e a r that we c a n r ely 
on . Dll t if the Sov i e t s i de s l g ned sO lll e t h ing t hat ':l ave the U.S . 
the o ppo r t un i t y t o concuc e SOl - r e l a t e d research and t e s ti ng i n 
b r c ac te sts , an<:l t o go into spac e , the t e sti ng ot space we a pons 
in s pa ce , he co ul d not return to .-tOl c o w. He co ul d not go bac k 
a nd s . y we .. r e gOlng to sta r t r ed uc ti ons, and the U. S . wi ll 
con tinue t o do resea rch, test ing a nd d e ve l opme nt that wi l l 
a l low i t to c r eate we a pons a nd a la rge -scale s pac e de fen s e 
s ys tem i n ten yea rs . 

I f we say r ese a rch a nd t e st ing in labor ator ies , he cou l d 
s ign it, cc eeecb ev we n t on . But if he went bac k and said that 
r e s ea r c h, te lting and developme n t could go on ou t Si de the 
l <JI borator y and the sys tem could go a head 1n t e n yea rs, he wo ul d 
be c a l led a du m.my (du ra k) and no t a le ader. Ten yea r s of 
rese ar ch in the labo ra tor ies wt t h1 n t he l1 mi t s o f the Treat y 
oug n t t o be enouq h f or the Presiden t. He was no t ag ainSt SOI. 
But t he resea r ch had t o be i n t he labor atories. 

The President s a i d he had be l ieve d , and had s a i d so i n 
Geneva , that he and Gorbachev had the possibility o f getti ng 
alonq . s no t ..o AII" r ican and S ov let leade r l ever had be fore . 
H.. had asked ce eeee ne v f or a fav o r , .. hich ... s illlportant t o hi ll 
a nd t o .. na t I'l l' c ould do wi t h Go rDachev i n the fut ure . 
Go r b. c he v h. d r . f us ed h i ll that fa vo r . 

Gor ba c he v repli ed t ha t lf the Pr • • ident had coee to hi. 
a nd s a i d thln91 are na rd f or ..... r i c . n far lller s , and as~ed h ill t o 
buy sOllie " lIeri.can g r ain , il l' ..ou l d neve unde rs tood . But .. h <ll t 
the President .. . s as kinq hilll t o agree t 6 on behalf o f the USSR 
.. a s to allo.. t he U. S . -- at a ti llle whe n t he y we r e p r oc:eed i n9 t o 
deep r ed uc t i on s .nd e l i llli na ti on o f nucle<ll r we a pons - - t o 
cond uc t f ull - . ca le r e s e arc h a nd development , i ncl udi ng 
developmen t o f • space -based AiL"! I ya tell , .. hich ..a u l d pe rll i t t he 
U.S . t o del t roy t he Sov i e t Uni.o n's o f f ens i ve nuc l ea r 
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potential. The President wo u l d no t like it if GorOac he v had 
a Ske d that of him. It ,", ould c aus e ne r vous ne s s and susp ic io n . 
It wa s not an accept"ble request. It could not be met. 'fhe 
President was not as king for a f a vo r , but f or giving up a poi nt 
of p r Lnc i p Le , 

The President said tnere would be no o f f e ns i ve weapons 
left to dest roy. and space defenses could not be deployed f o r 
ten years or so . I t wa s not the wc r d , i t wa s the implication . 
Gorbachev wa s as king him to give up t he thing he'd pr omised not 
to g lve up . All the other lang uage " a s wha t c o r oechev ha d 
needed . rie had s a id we wo ul d comply with the Treaty f or ten 
years. I t is the par tic ul ar meaning of one wo r d . Gor bache v 
knew how th is wo ul d be ta ken i n the U. S . 

The President conti.nued that if Gorbachev thought the 
p roblem wa s tha t he .. ante d some mil itary adv an tage . Gorbachev 
s ho ul d not wor r y. He did not ta lk abou t it much, bu t he 
believed the Sov i e ts we r e vio l at ing the ASH Treaty . He wa s not 
saying we should tea r it down. and we shOuld say nothing 
ou ts i de this room . but we should not stop a t one word . >'laybe 
cc eeacbe v could suggest another word to replace it . The 
President ha d me t Gorbache v ' s requi rements . Wha t more wa s 
needed than that? 

The President said he wa s ask ing Gorbacnev to change his 
mind a s a f avor to h im, so th at hopefully t hey could go on and 
b r ing peace t o the .. a rId, 

Gor tlachev sa id he could not do it . If they could agree t o 
ban eee e a ecn in s pace, he ..auld sign in t ....o minutes . They 
should add to the t e xt "Th e testing in space o f Ilil space 
componen ts o f mi s s i l e def ens e is proh ioited , eicept resea rch 
and testi ng conducted i n l aboratories ,· as in t he d r af t . The 
po in t was no t one o f .... o r ds, bu t o f p r inc ip l e . 

He wou l d li ke t o move e verywher e he co uld . He had tried 
to do so . His consc i ence was clea r befo r e the President and 
h is peop l e . What had de pe nded On him he had done . 

(At that po int the Pres ident s tood, a nd both leade rs 
gatbe red up the i r pape r s and le ft the room. As they s tood 
together be for e d epa r ting, Gorbachev as ked the Presi. dent t o 
pass on his r e gards to Nanc y Reagan . The Pres ident replied 
that ene had dec ide d to keep to he r seneeu r e r a t her t ha n come 
to I c e l a nd. On t he steps outside, they ShOOk hands and 
parted . S ince Gorbachev wa s fo rmally the -host " o f tbe 
meeting, ene P 1:s ~dent depa rted fi rst f r om the s Lt.e , ) 

Prepared by : Tw~n s, .Ir. 
10/ 15/86 
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