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Document One (DOLAN) WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 1984
OMAHA BEACH MEMORTAL REMARKS

MR. PRESIDENT, DISTINGUISHED GUESTS:

WE STAND TODAY AT A PLACE OF BATTLE, ONE
THAT 40 YEARS AGO SAW AND FELT THE WORST OF
WAR, MEN BLED AND DIED HERE FOR A FEW FEET
OR INCHES OF SAND AS BULLETS AND SHELLFIRE
CUT THROUGH THEIR RANKS., ABOUT THEM,
GENERAL OMAR BRADLEY LATER SAID: "EVERY MAN
WHO SET FOOT ON OMAHA BEACH THAT DAY WAS A
HERO, *

NO SPEECH CAN ADEQUATELY PORTRAY THEIR
SUFFERING, THEIR SACRIFICE, THEIR HEROISM,
PRESIDENT LINCOLN ONCE REMINDED US THAT --
THROUGH THEIR DEEDS -- THE DEAD OF BATTLE
HAVE SPOKEN MORE ELOQUENTLY FOR THEMSELVES
THAN ANY OF THE LIVING EVER COULD, THAT WE
CAN ONLY HONOR THEM BY REDEDICATING
OURSELVES TO THE CAUSE FOR WHICH THEY GAVE A
LAST FULL MEASURE OF DEVOTION.
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TODAY, WE DO REDEDICATE OURSELVES TO
THAT CAUSE. AND AT THIS PLACE OF HONOR, WE
ARE HUMBLED BY THE REALIZATION OF HOW MUCH
SO MANY GAVE TO THE CAUSE OF FREEDOM AND TO
THEIR FELLOW MAN,

SOME WHO SURVIVED THE BATTLE ON
JUNE 6TH, 1944, ARE HERE TODAY, QTHERS WHO
HOPED TO RETURN NEVER DID,

"SOMEDAY, LIS, 'I'LL GO BACK,” SAID
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS PETER ROBERT ZANATTA, OF
THE 37TH ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION, AND

FIRST ASSAULT WAVE TO HIT OMAHA BEACH.,

“I'LL GO BACK AND I‘LL SEE IT ALL AGAIN,
I"LL SEE THE BEACH, THE BARRICADES, AND THE
GRAVES, "

THOSE WORDS OF PRIVATE ZANATTA COME TO
US FROM HIS DAUGHTER, LISA ZANATTA HENN, IN
A HEART-RENDING STORY ABOUT THE EVENT HER
FATHER SPOKE OF OFTEN: “THE NORMANDY
INVASION WOULD CHANGE HIS LIFE FOREVER,"
SHE SAID,
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SHE TELLS SOME OF HIS STORIES OF WORLD
WAR 11, BUT SAYS FOR HER FATHER "THE STORY
TO END ALL STORIES WAS D-DaY,”

“HE MADE ME FEEL THE FEAR OF BEING ON
THAT BOAT WAITING TO LAND, [ CAN SMELL THE
OCEAN AND FEEL THE SEASICKNESS. I CAN SEE
THE LOOKS ON HIS FELLOW SOLDIERS’ FACES,
THE FEAR, THE ANGUISH, THE UNCERTAINTY OF
WHAT LAY AHEAD, AND WHEN THEY LANDED, 1 CAN
FEEL THE STRENGTH AND COURAGE OF THE MEN WHO
TOOK THOSE FIRST STEPS THROUGH THE TIDE TO
WHAT MUST HAVE SURELY LOOKED LIKE INSTANT
DEATH. "

PRIVATE ZANATTA's DAUGHTER SAYS:
“1 DON'T KNOW HOW OR WHY I CAN FEEL THIS
EMPTINESS, THIS FEAR, OR THIS DETERMINATION,
BUT 1 DO, MAYBE IT‘s THE BOND 1 HAD WITH MY
FATHER. . .ALL I KNOW IS THAT IT BRINGS TEARS
T0 MY EYES TO THINK ABOUT MY FATHER AS A
20-YEAR-OLD BOY HAVING TO FACE THAT BEACH."
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THE ANNIVERSARY OF D-DAY WAS ALWAYS
SPECIAL FOR HER FAMILY; AND LIKE ALL THE
FAMILIES OF THOSE WHO WENT TO WAR, SHE
DESCRIBES HOW SHE CAME TO REALIZE HER OWN
FATHER's SURVIVAL WAS A MIRACLE,

“SO MANY MEN DIED. 1 KNOW THAT MY
FATHER WATCHED MANY OF HIS FRIENDS BE
KILLED, I KNOW THAT HE MUST HAVE DIED
INSIDE A LITTLE EACH TIME. BUT HIS
EXPLANATION TO ME WAS ‘YOU DID WHAT YOU HAD
TO DO AND YOU KEPT ON GOING.'”

WHEN MEN LIKE PRIVATE ZANATTA AND ALL
OUR ALLIED FORCES STORMED THE BEACHES OF
NORMANDY 40 YEARS AGO, THEY CAME NOT AS
CONQUERORS, BUT AS LIBERATORS., WHEN THESE
TROOPS SWEPT ACROSS THE FRENCH COUNTRYSIDE
AND INTO THE FORESTS OF BELGIUM AND
LUXEMBOURG, THEY CAME NOT TO TAKE, BUT TO
RETURN WHAT HAD BEEN WRONGLY SEIZED,
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WHEN OUR FORCES MARCHED INTO GERMANY, THEY
CAME NOT TO PREY ON A BRAVE AND DEFEATED
PEOPLE, BUT TO NURTURE THE SEEDS OF
DEMOCRACY AMONG THOSE WHO YEARNED TO BE FREE
AGAIN,

WE SALUTE THEM TODAY, BUT,
MR, PRESIDENT, WE ALSO SALUTE THOSE WHO,
LIKE YOURSELF, WERE ALREADY ENGAGING THE
ENEMY INSIDE YOUR BELOVED COUNTRY --
THE FRENCH RESISTANCE. YOUR VALIANT
STRUGGLE FOR FRANCE DID SO MUCH TO CRIPPLE
THE ENEMY AND SPUR THE ADVANCE OF THE ARMIES
OF LIBERATION, THE FRENCH FORCES OF THE
INTERIOR WILL FOREVER PERSONIFY COURAGE AND
NATIONAL SPIRIT; THEY WILL BE A TIMELESS
INSPIRATION TO ALL WHO ARE FREE, AND TO ALL
WHO WOULD BE FREE,

TODAY, IN THEIR MEMORY, AND FOR ALL WHO
FOUGHT HERE, WE CELEBRATE THE TRIUMPH OF
DEMOCRACY,



